
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Community 

 

Second Sunday of Advent – 4th December 2022 

PARISH NOTES – FRIDAY DECEMBER 2 
A COVID SAFE PARISH  

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Congratulations to those children who received the sacrament 
of Confirmation last Sunday. As we approach Christmas, which 
this year is on a Sunday, it is appropriate to advertise the Mass 
times. 
 
Sat 24 Dec Christmas Eve  

5.30pm St Michael’s – Family Mass 

6.00pm Our Lady of Lourdes – Family Mass 

8.00pm St Michael’s 

8.00pm Our Lady of Lourdes – livestream 

 
Sun 25 Dec Christmas Day 

Midnight St Michael’s 

8.00am St Michael’s 

9.30am Our Lady of Lourdes 

10.00am St Michael’s 

11.30am Our Lady of Lourdes (Korean language) 

There is no evening Mass on Sunday 25 December.  

 
We are awaiting details of the Maronite liturgy times for the 
Christmas period. 
 
MOVEMENT AT THE STATION 
Bishop Vincent has appointed Fr Andrew as Assistant Priest to 
Mary Queen of the Apostles Parish, Blacktown, and Fr Chadi 
Ibrahim SDB, currently at Blacktown, as Assistant Priest to the 
Parish of Baulkham Hills. Both appointments are effective from 
16 January 2023. 
 
RCIA PROGRAM 
RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults It is a 
process of Christian faith formation offered to those who seek 
to become Catholic. 
 
The initiation of new members is a gradual process allowing 
enquirers time to grow in faith and become full participants of 
the Catholic community. This program commences on Sunday, 
January 8. See full details in the Bulletin. 
 
THE PARISH SURVEY – Further comments needed 
We would appreciate comments and further suggestions from 
parish members about the issues raised below. 
 
Of interest are suggestions about what should be the times and 
days for morning and/or evening Mass in the parish, should we 
go that way. Please send comments to 
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Issues identified: 

• a need to develop the Parish’s social side, with 

opportunities for meeting people;  

• to improve parish communications, as it appeared that 

people were not aware of what was already happening;  

• need to focus on providing opportunities for youth and 

children to be more involved in church life, but at their 

level;  

• focusing on family activity 

• reviewing weekday mass times at both communities to 

enable wider participation of parishioners – e.g. an early 

morning mass, evening Mass. 

• Developing prayer groups, formation groups 

 

There will be an opportunity in early 2023 for those who are 

still affected by the division of Baulkham Hills South Parish in 

2014 to share their stories and concerns. 

 

NEW WEBSITE 

We will be launching a new website for the Parish in the next 

few weeks. Watch for it…. 

 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for Second Sunday of Advent – 

Year A (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE after that is 

https://youtu.be/K0IDrEcpPws. Please copy the link into 

browser if it does not immediately work. 

 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our 

Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the 

link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of 

Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for 

your help with this every week. 

 

ORDINATIONS TO THE DIACONATE- NEXT SATURDAY 

You are reminded of the ordination to the permanent 

diaconate of David Dowling, and four other men from our 

Diocese which will take place at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

Parramatta, next Saturday, December 10 at 10.30am.  

 

We congratulate those men, their wives and families on this 

important step in their journey. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR 2023 

The Parish sacramental program for 2023 is in the process of 

being finalised, and details are included in this week’s full 

bulletin. The preparation program for the three sacraments – 

Confirmation, Reconciliation and Eucharist - will run at the 

same time for both communities. 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://youtu.be/K0IDrEcpPws


POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT   
 

In his address in Italian, the Pope resumed his cycle of 

catechesis on Discernment, focusing on the theme 

“Authentic consolation”. 

 

And this is my prayer, that your love may 

overflow more and more with knowledge 

and full insight to help you to determine 

what is best, so that in the day of Christ you 

may be pure and blameless, having 

produced the harvest of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God. ( Phil 1:9-11). 

 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 

 

As we continue our reflection on discernment, and in 

particular on the spiritual experience called 

“consolation”, which we spoke about the other 

Wednesday, we ask: how can we recognize true 

consolation? It is a very important question for a good 

discernment, so as not to be deceived in the search for 

our true good. 

 

We can find some criteria in a passage from the Spiritual 

Exercises of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. “We ought to note 

well the course of the thoughts”, says Saint Ignatius, 

“and if the beginning, middle and end is all good, 

inclined to all good, it is a sign of the good Angel; but if 

in the course of the thoughts which he brings it ends in 

something bad, of a distracting tendency, or less good 

than what the soul had previously proposed to do, or if it 

weakens it or disturbs the soul, taking away its peace, 

[taking away the] tranquillity and quiet, which it had 

before, it is a clear sign that it proceeds from the evil 

spirit, enemy of our profit and eternal salvation” (no. 

333). Because it is true: there is true consolation, but 

there are also consolations that are not true. And 

therefore, we need to understand well the process of 

consolation: how does it come and where does it lead 

me? If it leads me to something wrong, that is not good, 

the consolation is not true, it is “fake”, let’s say. 

 

And these are valuable indications, that merit a brief 

comment. What does it mean that the beginning is 

inclined to good, as Saint Ignatius says of good 

consolation? For example, I have the thought of praying, 

and I note that it accompanies affection towards the 

Lord and neighbour, it invites gestures of generosity, of 

POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT  

Pope Francis continued his cycle of catechesis on Discernment, 

this week focusing on the theme “Authentic consolation” 

 
QUO VADIS PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL AND ROME: 5 – 23 

SEPTEMBER 2023 
Details of my proposed pilgrimage to Israel 
and Rome next year are now available for 
download via this link or by via the QR code. 
Our pilgrimage will be following in the 
footsteps of St Peter.  
 
If you are intending to join me, it would be 
appreciated if you could please contact Olive Tree Travel as 
soon as possible to indicate your interest. 
 
Paper copies with booking forms are available in the Foyers of 
both Churches. Please feel free to forward these link to your 
friends or family. 
 
BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CATHOLIC CARE 
For those who wish to contribute to the Bishop’s Christmas 
appeal for Catholic Care’s Assistance with Care and Housing 
service, which is this year’s focus, envelopes are still available 
this weekend or online at https://
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal where you can also find 
further details. 
 
FOR THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested, 
especially for: 
 
Recently deceased:   
Salud Ayap, Joan Radic, Brigitte Sariss, Joe Cassar 
 
Anniversary: 
Inspector Bryson Anderson, Francisco Lara, Odette Shalili,  
Kautu Muller  
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the 
proper recording for the second collection, please include your 
envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
  
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 
support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://

www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

https://www.olivetreetravel.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Flyer-for-Fr-Wim-Hoekstra-QUO-VADIS-Pilgrimage-in-Sep-2023-low96.pdf
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


charity: it is a good beginning. It can instead happen that 

such a thought emerges to avoid a job or task that has 

been entrusted to me: every time I have to wash the 

dishes or clean the house, I have a strong urge to pray! 

This happens, in convents. But prayer is not an escape 

from one’s tasks; on the contrary, it us an aid in realizing 

the good we are required to do, here and now. This 

regards the beginning. 
 

Then there is the middle: Saint Ignatius said that the 

beginning, the middle and the end had to be good. The 

beginning is this: I want to pray so as not to wash the 

dishes: go, wash the dishes, and then go to pray. Then 

there is the middle: that is to say what comes afterwards, 

what follows that thought Remaining with the previous 

example, if I begin to pray and, like the pharisee in the 

parable (cf. Lk 18:9-14), I tend to be self-satisfied and to 

disdain others, perhaps with a resentful and sour spirit, 

then these are signs that the evil spirit has used that 

thought as a key to enter into my heart and to transmit 

his feelings to me. If I go to pray, and it comes to mind to 

do so like the famous Pharisee – “Thank you Lord, 

because I pray, I am not like other people who do not 

seek you, who do not pray” – that prayer ends badly 

there. That consolation of praying is to feel like a peacock 

in front of God. And this is the wrong way. 
 

And then there is the end: the beginning, the middle and 

the end. The end is an aspect we have already 

encountered, namely: where does a thought take me? 

For example, where does the thought of prayer take me? 

For instance, it can happen that I work hard for a good 

and worthy task, but this pushes me to stop praying, 

because I am busy with many things; I find I am 

increasingly aggressive and angry, I feel that everything 

depends on me, to the point of losing confidence in God. 

Here, evidently, there is the action of the evil spirit. I start 

praying, but then in prayer I feel omnipotent, that 

everything must be in my hands because I am the only 

one who knows how to get things done: evidently there is 

no good spirit there. It is necessary to examine well the 

path of our sentiments, of consolation, at the moment in 

which we want to do something; at the beginning, in the 

middle, and at the end. 
 

The style of the enemy – when we speak about the 

enemy, we speak about the devil, because the devil 

exists, he is there! – his style, we know – is to present 

himself in a devious, masked way: he starts from what is 

most dear to us and then, little by little, reels us in: evil 

enters secretly, without the person being aware of it. And 

with time, gentleness becomes hardness: that thought 

reveals itself for what it truly is. 
 

Hence the importance of this patient but indispensable 

examination of the origin and the truth of our thoughts; it 

is an invitation to learn from experiences, from what 

happens to us, so as not to continue to repeat the same 

errors. The more we know ourselves, the more we sense 

where the evil spirit enters, his “password”, the entrance 

to our heart, which are the points to which we are most 

sensitive, so as to pay attention to them in the future. 

Each one of us has their more sensitive spots, the weak 

spots in their personality: and the evil spirit enters there, 

and leads us down the wrong path, or takes us away from 

the true, right path. I go and pray but he leads me away 

from my prayer. 

 

The examples could be multiplied at will, reflecting on our 

days. This is why a daily examination of conscience is so 

important: before ending the day, stop a moment. What 

happened? Not in the newspapers, not in life: what 

happened in my heart? Was my heart attentive? Did it 

grow? Did it go through everything unaware? What 

happened in my heart? And this examination is 

important, it is the valuable effort of rereading 

experience from a particular point of view. Noticing what 

happens is important, it is a sign that God's grace is 

working in us, helping us to grow in freedom and 

awareness. We are not alone: the Holy Spirit is with us. 

Let us see how things went. 

 

Genuine consolation is a sort of confirmation that we are 

doing what God wants of us, that we are walking on his 

paths, that is, on the paths of life, joy, and peace. 

Discernment, in fact, is not simply about what is good or 

the greatest possible good, but about what is good for me 

here and now: this is what I am called to grow on, setting 

limits to other proposals, attractive but unreal, so as not 

to be deceived in the search for the true good. 

 

Brothers and sisters, it is necessary to understand, to go 

ahead in understanding what happens in my heart. And 

this is why an examination of conscience is necessary, to 

see what happened today. “Today I got angry, I didn’t do 

that…”: But why? Going beyond the “why” to look for the 

root of these mistakes. “But, today I was happy but I was 

bored because I had to help those people, but at the end I 

felt filled by that help” – and there is the Holy Spirit. 

Learning to read what happened during the day in the 

book of our heart. Do it: it will take just two minutes, but 

it will do you good, I assure you.  



Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the 
nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard 
in the joy of your heart. 
 

First Reading Is 11:1-10 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, 
a scion thrusts from his roots: 
on him the spirit of the Lord rests, 
a spirit of wisdom and insight, 
a spirit of counsel and power, 
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, 
he gives no verdict on hearsay, 
but judges the wretched with integrity, 
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land. 
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, 
his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, 
faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
The wolf lives with the lamb, 
the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion cub feed together 
with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, 
their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox. 
The infant plays over the cobra's hole; 
into the viper's lair 
the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters swell the sea. 
That day, the root of Jesse 
shall stand as a signal to the peoples. 
It will be sought out by the nations 
and its home will be glorious. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace 
for ever.  

1. O God, give your judgement to the king, to a king’s son 
your justice, that he may judge your people in justice and 
your poor in right judgement.    (R.) 

2. In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon 
fails. He shall rule from sea to sea, from the Great River 
to the earth’s bounds.   (R.) 

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry and the needy 
who are helpless. He will have pity on the weak and save 
the lives of the poor.    (R.) 

4. May his name be blessed for ever and endure like the 
sun. Every tribe shall be blessed in him, all nations bless 
his name .    (R.) 

 

Second Reading Rom 15:4-9 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was 

meant to teach us something about hope from the examples 

scripture gives of how people who did not give up were 

helped by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to 

give up, help you all to be tolerant with each other, following 

the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice 

you may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each 

other in the same friendly way as Christ treated you. The 

reason Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was 

not only so that God could faithfully carry out the promises 

made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give 

glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: For 

this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing your name.    
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Mt 3:1-12 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the 
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man 
the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 

A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a 
leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole 
Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were 
baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. 
But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who 
warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if 
you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not 
presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our 
father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for 
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the 
roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to produce 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise 
you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his 
sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor 
and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will 
burn in a fire that will never go out.’    
 

Communion Antiphon 

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the 
joy which comes to you from God. 
 

Next Sunday: Third Sunday of Advent 
Is 35:1-6, 10; James 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

Today’s First Reading, like that of last week, features one 
of the classic expressions of messianic hope taken from 
the prophet Isaiah (11:1–10). This time, however, there is 
a significant difference. Whereas last week’s reading 
expressed the hope in more general terms, today’s 
reading – at its beginning and at its end – focuses that 
hope more precisely upon a saving figure who is to come 
from the house (literally, 'the stock') of Jesse, that is, from 
the royal house of David. So the longing is now more 
strictly 'messianic' in that it centres upon the coming of 
an ideal king of David’s line, who will personally 
inaugurate the messianic age. 
 
What is to give this figure his unique quality is the fact 
that he is to be empowered, in manifest ways, by the 
spirit of the Lord. Among the many gifts the spirit will 
bestow upon him is 'knowledge of the Lord'. We should 
understand knowledge here in the full biblical sense 
implying not merely intellectual awareness but deep 
personal intimacy. As the text goes on to suggest, it is out 
of this deep awareness of God and God’s will for human 
beings that the ruler will be able to institute true justice 
in the Land, with a particular bias towards the cause of 
the poor.  
 
The text then moves into a justly famous sequence 
describing the harmony in the natural and animal world 
that will attend the messianic age. It virtually amounts to 
a restoration of the original vision of Eden. All comes to a 
climax in the magnificent statement that the whole 
country will be filled 'with the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters swell the sea.' That is, the knowledge first 
mentioned in relation to the Davidic ruler, will radiate out 
from him to the whole of society and even to the animal 
world.  
 
In a way that catches up the vision of the nations 
streaming to Zion in last week’s reading, the text ends 
with an affirmation that Israel and her ruler so 
established will stand as a 'signal' to the nations of the 
world, who will seek out her wisdom. Christian 
interpretation will find prefigured here the role of Jesus 
as Messiah and Son of God, the one 'in whom the nations 
will place their hope' (Matt 12:21; see Rom 15:12). 
 
The Second Reading, from Romans 15:4–9, has Paul 
addressing Gentile believers in Rome as the beneficiaries 
of this role traced out for Israel’s Messiah. Across 
differences in community living that may arise, they are 
to 'accept' ('welcome') one another, conscious of the fact 
that in the person of Israel’s Messiah, God has reached 
out beyond Israel to include them in the community of 
salvation. In the words of Isaiah quoted in Matthew’s 
Gospel (12:21) Jesus is the Messiah in whose name 'the 

Gentiles will place their hope' (Isa 42:4) The acceptance 
Gentile believers have received from God and the hope 
that it has brought into their lives should lead them to be 
accepting and tolerant in their turn. What Paul has 
specifically in mind is tolerance in bearing with members 
of the community who were more scrupulous in the 
matter of observing the food laws and other Jewish 
rituals (see Rom 14:1–23). 
 
The Gospel, Matthew 3:1-12, presents us with the 
appearance and preaching of John the Baptist. John’s 
message, 'Prepare a way for the Lord', virtually states the 
theme of the entire season of Advent. Nonetheless, it is 
not all that easy simply to take John’s words and proclaim 
them as Christian Gospel today. Jesus hardly filled the 
role of preacher of end-time doom that John sketches out 
for him here. More of this next week!  
 
What is essential and truly preparatory to Jesus’ 
proclamation of good news is John’s summons to 
conversion of heart. The 'way' that Isaiah wanted 
prepared in the wilderness is one that must be prepared 
in the wilderness of the human heart. The good news will 
then find a hearing when at last it is proclaimed.  
 
The greatest obstacle to conversion of heart is 
complacency – a complacency that especially stems from 
privileged status ('We have Abraham for our father') and 
a sense that one is different from the despised outsiders 
and so can rest secure. Jesus will 'baptise with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire'. That is, he will seek to catch up 
human lives into the fire that is God’s love, 
communicated through the Spirit (Rom 5:5). But only 
hearts that are truly repentant and converted will be able 
to be grasped within a 'baptism' of this kind. John’s 
baptism with water is a preparatory rite of conversion, 
readying human hearts for the entrance of this message 
about God’s love, the true 'knowledge of the Lord' that 
Jesus will impart.  

From LiturgyHelp 



Second Sunday of Advent 
 
John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea 
and saying: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 

Matthew 3: 1-12 
 

The famed American novelist, Stephen King 
tells very gripping stories. He is so skilled at 
wring them that he has published nearly 
seventy horror, crime and science-fiction 
novels and sold over 350 million copies. He 

has grown wealthy on the royalties that have accrued from 
those novels. In addition to being a brilliant creator of stories, 
he’s a prominent social activist. For instance, in 2012 he called 
for wealthy Americans, including himself, to pay higher taxes, 
citing it as “a practical necessity and moral imperative that 
those who have received much should be obligated to pay tax 
in the same proportion.” Then, in 2013, following the horrific 
Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting (December 14, 2012) 
which claimed 28 lives, he called for gun owners to unite to 
support a ban on automatic and semi-automatic weapons. He 
argued: “These are weapons of mass destruction. When 
lunatics want to make war on the unarmed and unprepared, 
these are the weapons they use.”  
 
In 2001, King was invited to deliver the Commencement/
Graduation address to the graduating class of Vassar College, a 
Liberal Arts University situated in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. While he 
is not a member of any church, King gave an extraordinary 
oration which resonates with the message proclaimed by John 
the Baptist as reported in today’s gospel-reading from 
Matthew. The following is an extract from King’s address” 
 
“What are you going to do, Vassar class of 2001? Who will be 
the doctors, the lawyers, the writers, the painters, the 
executives, the politicians? Who’s going to look around at age 
forty-five, surprised as hell to find himself or herself the head 
concierge at the Hotel Carlyle in New York and say: ‘How the 
hell did I wind up here?’ What will you do? Well, I’ll tell you one 
thing you’re not going to do, and that’s take it with you. I’m 
worth I don’t know how many millions of dollars. -  I’m still in 
the Third World compared to Bill Gates, but on the whole I’m 
doing okay  -  and a couple of years ago I found out  what ‘you 
can’t take it with you’ means. I found out while I was lying in a 
ditch at the side of a country road, covered with mud and blood 
and with the tibia of my right leg poking out the side of my 
jeans like the branch of a tree taken down in a thunderstorm. I 
had a Mastercard in my wallet, but when you’re lying in the 
ditch with broken glass in your hair, no one accepts Mastercard. 
If you find yourself in the Emergency Room with a serious heart 
attack, or if the doctor tells you yeah, that lump in your breast 
is a tumour, you can’t wave your Diners Club at it and make it 
go away…The man who saved my life was a volunteer 
paramedic…He did the things that needed to be done at the 
scene, and then drove me to the nearest hospital at a hundred 
and ten miles an hour. And while he may have an American 
Express Card, I doubt very much if it’s a gold one…We all know 
that life is ephemeral, but on that particular day and in the 
months that followed, I got a painful but an extremely valuable 
look at life’s simple, backstage truths: We come in naked and 
broke. We may be dressed when we go out, but we’re just as 
broke. Warren Buffet? Going to go out broke. Bill Gates? Going 
to go out broke. Tom Hanks? Going to go out broke…Steve 
King? Broke. You guys? Broke. Not a crying dime. And how long 
in between? How long have you got to be in the chips?...Just 

the blink of an eye!...No matter how large your bank account, 
your kids will still play their music too loud when you get to be 
my age. No matter how many credit cards you have, sooner or 
later things will begin to go wrong with the only three things 
you have which you can really call your own: your body, your 
spirit and your mind. Yet for a short period. -  let’s say forty 
years, but the merest blink in the larger course of things  -  you 
and your contemporaries will wield enormous powers…But of 
all the power which will shortly come into your hands. -  
gradually at first, but then with a speed that will take your 
breath away  -  the greatest is undoubtedly the power of 
compassion, the ability to give. We have enormous resources in 
this country, resources you yourselves will soon command, but 
they are only yours on loan. Only yours to give for a short 
time… Should you give away what you have? Of course, you 
should. I want you to consider making your lives one long gift to 
others, and why not. All you have is on loan, anyway…All that 
lasts is what you hand on. The rest is smoke and 
mirrors!” (Stephen King, Commencement Address, Vassar 
College, 2001)  
 
In the gospel-reading of this Second Sunday of Advent, we hear 
tell of another social activist who challenged people in his part 
of the world more than two thousand years before Stephen 
King. John the Baptist was a prophet, to boot, and he suddenly 
appeared out of nowhere in the Judean desert. His strange diet 
and his unusual dress led to his being labelled as something of 
an eccentric. Well-versed in the Scriptures of his tradition, he 
became convinced that the appearance of the Messiah, long 
awaited by his people, was imminent. He therefore called those 
who came to hear him to tidy up their lives by taking seriously 
what their prophets had been calling them to for centuries. To 
welcome the Messiah in a fitting manner, they would need a 
change of heart. So, he called them to repentance. While some, 
no doubt, came out of curiosity, to get a glimpse of him, many 
heeded his call to prepare themselves for what John proclaimed 
God was about to do in their very midst. They witnessed to 
their readiness by stepping forward to participate in the ritual 
baptism that John was conducting in the waters of the River 
Jordan. John appealed to the hearts of those who gathered to 
hear him. He reminded them of the emptiness of their lives and 
the injustice they had cultivated by neglecting to reach out to 
widows, the poor and strangers. He called them to reclaim the 
best in their tradition. Like the other prophets before him, he 
spoke the truth as he saw it, without hesitation, without 
flinching. His call is to us, too, to open our hearts to what God 
has in mind for us. John was really asking his people if they 
were satisfied with their world and with the way in which they 
lived in it. Those same issues are relevant to us as we prepare in 
Advent to invite Jesus to be born into our lives. There are 
unhealthy things in our lives and our world that are of our own 
creation. In very different ways, both John the Baptist and 
Stephen King alluded to what calls for our attention.  It is one 
thing to identify what requires attention, another thing to 
actually address it. However, the launching pad is to be open to 
a change of heart and attitude, to acknowledge that we need 
conversion. Advent is about asking God for assistance. To begin 
with, we may need to stop and ask ourselves just how satisfied 
we are with the life we have built for ourselves, with the world, 
our common home, to whose degradation we have 
contributed. 
 
Social activists and prophets are effective only to the extent 
that we respond to their challenges. What challenges do John 
and Stephen give to you and me?  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 

 

 

 

 
Masses - Christmas Eve & 

Christmas Day 
 

Ministers Needed 
 

We are looking for  

 Acolytes, 

 Altar Servers 

 Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 

 Lectors 

 Projectionists  

 Welcomers/Checkers 
 

for the Masses on Christmas Eve and  

Christmas Day. 
 

If you are able to help, please fill out the form in the 

sacristy or contact the office on 9639 0598 or via 

email admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 

Mass times at St Michael's: 
 

24 Dec Sat : 5.30pm, 8pm 

25 Dec Sun : midnight, 8am and 10am 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN 
 

This Christmas, we would like to invite the 

families of our Parish to donate a present for a 

child or teenager who may not otherwise 

receive any gifts.  
 

The gifts will be collected at the 10 o'clock Mass on Sunday, 

11th December. They will then be distributed to families 

where they are most needed.  
 

Please wrap any presents you donate and attach a gift card 

stating whether it is most suitable for a boy or girl and 

nominating an approximate age group. 
 

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

MARSDEN PARK FAITH 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLS: 

10 DECEMBER  
You are invited to join the St Luke’s 

Catholic Faith Community, Marsden 

Park, for their annual Christmas 

Carols event on 10 December, 6.30 

to 8.30pm, at St Luke’s Catholic 

College, Frontier Ave, Marsden Park. Raffle tickets are $2 

each (1st prize $1,000 cash)! There will also be food and 

drinks for sale, games for the kids, and a visit from the man 

in red!  

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Sienna Baiada 
 Cooper Carey 
 Rowan Kane 
 Jayden Ng 
 Jaycee Ng 
 Archie Zappia 

 

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 

Wednesday 7 December 

Memorial - St Ambrose 

 

Thursday 8 December 

Solemnity - The Immaculate Conception of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 

MIDNIGHT MASS CHOIR 
 

You are most welcome to join the Midnight 

Mass Choir - no experience necessary!   

 

Any enquiries please ring Lise Rider on 0412 125 821. 

 

2023 Columban calendars for $9.50, 

Christmas cards $4 (pkt 8), and diaries 

for $20 are available now 

Due to COVID safe handling,  
only Woolworths and Coles food cards 

will be accepted 
 

This Christmas we are asking for donations of 

Woolworths or Coles food cards (please request 

cards that are for food only). These will enable us 

to safely distribute support to those who need it. 
 

Cards can be returned in an envelope, please attach the card from 

the appeals tree in the church to the envelope. The envelopes can 

then be dropped into any of the donation boxes at the church doors. 
 

Thank you! 

STAY FOR A CUPPA! 
Our last morning tea hosted by the Alpha team 

for the year will be SUNDAY 11th DECEMBER 

after 10am mass.   

We’d love you to stay and have 

a chat, while the kids play on the grass 

outside.  Morning tea will be served at the 

side entrance of the church.  

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

Can I help too? Yes you can!  Click on the QR code 

to sign up or email Emma Baker 

alphateam2153@gmail.com 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:alphateam2153@gmail.com


 
 

A life changing opportunity for those  

considering becoming a Catholic Christian.   

The journey begins on 8th January 2023  

in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.   

If you or anyone you know is interested 

please contact Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385  

or Brad 0418 619 510 by 19 December 2022. 

 

Monica & Brad  
 

It begins with an awareness...or stirring  

in one’s heart for something more.   

It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.   

Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,  

and justice within the community of the Catholic Church. 



 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE –  
PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS  

 

 

Christmas Eve: Saturday 24 December 
 

5.30pm    Family Mass St Michael’s 

6.00pm Family Mass Our Lady of Lourdes  

8.00pm   Mass St Michael’s 

8.00pm Mass Our Lady of Lourdes (live streamed) 

Midnight  Mass St Michael’s   

 
Christmas Day:  Sunday 25 December 

 

8.00am Mass St Michael’s 

9.30am Mass Our Lady of Lourdes 

10.00am Mass St Michael’s 

11.30am Our Lady of Lourdes (Korean Language) 

 

Maronite Mass times to be confirmed 
 

There is NO evening Mass on Sunday 25 December 
 

 
COMMUNAL RITE OF RECONCILIATION  
Monday 19 December at 7.30pm St Michael’s Church 
 

 

INDIVIDUAL RITE OF RECONCILIATION 
 
St Michael’s  

Sat 17 December - 9.30am to 11am; 4.00pm to 4.30pm 

Wed 21, Thu 22, Fri 23 – after the 9.15am Mass to 10.15am 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Sat 17 December – 4.30pm to 5.00pm 

Thu 22, Fri 23 – after the 9.30am Mass to 10.30am  



Parish of Baulkham Hills 
 

2023 Sacramental Programme Details  

for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age  

who have been baptised. 
 

St Michael’s Church - 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church - 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

 
Term 1/2  Sacrament of Confirmation ~ children must be 10.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 17 February to Friday 3 March 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 6 or Tuesday 7 March 

 Celebration at St Michael’s : Monday 8, Tuesday 9, Friday 12 May at 7.00pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : Wednesday 10, Thursday 11 May at 7.00pm 

 

Term 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 June 

 Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised) 

 

Term 4 Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September 

 Celebration at St Michael’s :  

 Friday 10 November / 17 November - 7.30pm,  

 Saturday 11 November /18 November - 2.30pm 

 Sunday 12 November /19 November - 12noon and 2.30pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : 

 Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm 

 Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm 

 Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am 



Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2023 

 

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence next 

year in February. This is formation for anyone interested in serving 

within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary 

Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 

Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested or would like more 

information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 

or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an 

enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/  

mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE – Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass:  

Saturday 11 February 2023  
 

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick, will be held on Saturday 11 February 2023 at  

St Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.  

 

All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for 

the sick and dying and health care professionals. More information to 

come. 



Patrician Brothers College Blacktown Enrolment Opportunities  
 

Patrician Brothers College, Blacktown, has a small number of vacancies for Year 7 2023 and is accepting early applications 

for 2024. Contact the College Enrolment Department for more information on (02) 8811 0300, email 

patricianbros@parra.catholic.edu.au or https://forms.gle/ANccWVNQBZjQ4pSD6  

mailto:patricianbros@parra.catholic.edu.au
https://forms.gle/ANccWVNQBZjQ4pSD6


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently Deceased: 
Salud Ayap, Joan Radic, Brigitte Sariss,  
Joe Cassar and victims of the Corona Virus 
pandemic in NSW and around the world and 
those who have died in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
Det. Inspector Bryson Anderson VA, 
Francisco Lara, Odette Shalili, Kautu Muller 
 
Sick: 
Cathy Vella, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, 
Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, Barbara Ison, 
Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price,  
Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Mary Burns, 
Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf, 
Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  
Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, , Joe Maroun, 
Sean Angeles, Catherine Hemmings,  
Patricia MacDonald, Hazel Clasquin,  
Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi, 
Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

4 DECEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

11 DECEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Dequena, P. Eustace, 

F. Ritky 
R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt C 5 B 1 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, 

V. Vella, G. Machado 
SR SR M. Cameron, C. Worthington E SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique G 3 

J. Van Gend, M. Reefman, 

N. Dahlberg 
H SR 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
S. Stagnitta, R. Santos SR 4 M. Moloney, M. Moloney K 8 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 4 DECEMBER 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 11 DECEMBER 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Shin, E. Riches, R. Gosper, 

L. Karam, W. Ng 

K. McElduff, A. Mascari, L. Domanillo, 

R. Gosper 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness 

C. Palmer-Burton, M Palmer-Burton, 

M. Cameron, B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  04.12.22 WEEK BEGINNING  11.12.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 04.12.22  :   

Team 2 :  K. McElduff 

Counters 11.12.22  :   

Team 3 :  R. McGuiness 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 10.12.22 : 

L. Laksana, N. Fernando 

Saturday 17.12.22 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 11th/12th December 2022 -  Masses:         Sat  5pm:   M. Souza  

Sun  8am:       R. Baker          10am:        M. Ezzy               6pm:     Y/T Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

