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Dear Parishioners, 
 

Happy New year!! Today is First Sunday of Advent, and for 
those using missals, today we begin the Church’s new year, 
and commence with the readings from Year A, which 
focuses on Matthew’s gospel. 
 

While we have concluded our sacramental programs for 
2022, there will be a few confirmations this Sunday at the 
10am Mass. These are children who were unable to attend 
the sacramental celebrations during the year, and this is a 
catch up. We congratulate them and their families. 
 
RCIA PROGRAM 
RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults It is a 
process of Christian faith formation offered to those who 
seek to become Catholic. 
 

The initiation of new members is a gradual process allowing 
enquirers time to grow in faith and become full participants 
of the Catholic community. This program commences on 
Sunday, January 8. See full details in the Bulletin. 
 
THE PARISH SURVEY – Further comments needed 
We would appreciate comments and further suggestions 
from parish members about the issues raised below. 
 

Of interest are suggestions about times and days for 
morning and/or evening Mass in the parish, should we go 
that way. Please send comments to 
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 

Issues identified: 
• a need to develop the Parish’s social side, with 

opportunities for meeting people;  
• to improve parish communications, as it appeared that 

people were not aware of what was already 
happening;  

• need to focus on providing opportunities for youth and 
children to be more involved in church life, but at their 
level;  

• focusing on family activity 
• reviewing weekday mass times at both communities to 

enable wider participation of parishioners – e.g. an 
early morning mass, evening Mass. 

• Developing prayer groups, formation groups 
 

There will be an opportunity in early 2023 for those who are 
still affected by the division of Baulkham Hills South Parish in 
2014 to share their stories and concerns. 

NEW WEBSITE 

We will be launching a new website for the Parish in the 

next few weeks. Watch for it…. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR 2023 

The Parish sacramental program for 2023 is in the process of 

being finalised, and details will be included in next week’s 

bulletin. The preparation program for the three sacraments 
– Confirmation, Reconciliation and Eucharist -  will run at the 

same time for both communities. 

 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for First Sunday of Advent – 

Year A (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE after that is 
https://youtu.be/BMludJzGlGU. Please copy the link into 

browser if it does not immediately work. 
 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our 

Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the 
link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of 

Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian 
for your help with this every week. 

 

HELP NEEDED 

We now have seven people who are willing to help take 
Holy Communion to our housebound and aged care 

facilities.  Can you spare some time each week to join 
them?? 
 

We are willing to guide you - especially to help with giving 
communion. Volunteers will need to some online training. If 

you can spare some time each week or fortnight please 

contact either office – OLOL 9639 8385 or via 
olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au or St Michael’s 9639 

0598 or via admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au. Thank 
you. 

 

POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT  
Pope Francis continued his cycle of catechesis on 

Discernment, this week  focusing on the theme 

“Consolation” 
 

ORDINATIONS TO THE DIACONATE 

You are reminded of the ordination to the permanent 

diaconate of David Dowling, and four other men from our 
Diocese which will take place at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

Parramatta, on Saturday, December 10 at 10.30am.  

 

We congratulate those men, their wives and families on this 
important step in their journey. 
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POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT   
 
In his address in Italian, the Pope resumed his cycle of 
catechesis on Discernment, focusing on the theme: 
“Consolation” 
 

For God alone my soul waits in silence; 
from him comes my salvation. 

He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
my fortress; I shall never be shaken.  

How long will you assail a person, 
will you batter your victim, all of you, 
as you would a leaning wall, a tottering fence?.... 

He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 

(Bible reading: Ps 62.2-3,6) 
 
Catechesis of the Holy Father 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 

We continue the catechesis on the discernment of spirits 
and how to discern them when they take place in our 
hearts and in our souls. After having considered several 
aspects of desolation – that darkness in the soul – today let 
us talk about consolation – which is light in the soul and 
another important element in discernment, which is not to 
be taken for granted, because it can lend itself to 
misunderstandings. We must understand what consolation 
is, just as we have tried to understand well what desolation 
is. 
 

What is spiritual consolation? It is an experience of interior 
joy, consisting in seeing God’s presence in everything. It 
strengthens faith and hope, and even the ability of doing 
good. The person who experiences consolation never gives 
up in the face of difficulties because he or she always 
experiences a peace that is stronger than any trial. It is, 
therefore, a tremendous gift for the spiritual life as well as 
life in general…and to live this interior joy. 
 

Consolation is an interior movement that touches our 
depths. It is not flashy but soft, delicate, like a drop of 
water on a sponge (cf. St. Ignatius of Loyola, Spiritual 
Exercises, 335). The person feels enveloped in God’s 
presence in a way that always respects his or her own 
freedom. It is never something out of tune, that tries to 
force our will; neither is it a passing euphoria. On the 
contrary, as we have seen, even the suffering – caused for 
example by our own sins – can become a reason for 
consolation. 
 

Let’s recall the experience Saint Augustine lived when he 
spoke with his mother Monica about the beauty of eternal 
life; or of the perfect joy of Saint Francis that was 
associated with very difficult situations he had to bear; and 
let’s think of the many saints who were able to do great 
things not because they thought they were magnificent or 
capable, but because they had been conquered by the 
peaceful sweetness of God’s love. This is the peace that 
Saint Ignatius discovered in himself with such amazement 
when he would read the lives of the saints.  

QUO VADIS PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL AND ROME: 5 – 23 

SEPTEMBER 2023 
Details of my proposed pilgrimage to Israel 
and Rome next year are now available for 
download via this link or by via the QR 
code. Our pilgrimage will be following in 
the footsteps of St Peter.  
 
If you are intending to join me, it would be appreciated if 
you could please contact Olive Tree Travel as soon as 
possible to indicate your interest. 
 
Paper copies with booking forms will be available in the 
Foyers of both Churches. Please feel free to forward these 
link to your friends or family. 
 
BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CATHOLIC CARE 
For those who wish to contribute to the Bishop’s Christmas 
appeal for Catholic Care’s Assistance with Care and Housing 
service, which is this year’s focus, envelopes are still 
available this weekend or online at https://
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal where you can also 
find further details. 
 
FOR THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased:   
Sr Lucy Ann Piel ISSM 
 
Anniversary: 
Olga Peters, Euclid Parra, Zenaida Capitulo  
 
Fr Wim 
 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with 
the proper recording for the second collection, please 
include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
  
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 
support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://

www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

https://www.olivetreetravel.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Flyer-for-Fr-Wim-Hoekstra-QUO-VADIS-Pilgrimage-in-Sep-2023-low96.pdf
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
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To be consoled is to be at peace with God, to feel that 
everything is settled in peace, everything is in harmony 
within us. This is the peace that Edith Stein felt after her 
conversion. A year after she received Baptism, she wrote – 
this is what Edith Stein says: “As I abandon myself to this 
feeling, little by little a new life begins to fill me and – 
without any pressure on my will – to drive me toward new 
realizations. This living inpouring seems to spring from an 
activity and a strength that is not mine and which, without 
doing me any violence, becomes active in me” (Psicologia e 
scienze dello spirito, Città Nuova, 1996, 116). So, genuine 
peace is one that makes good feelings blossom in us. 
 
Above all, consolation affects hope, and reaches out toward 
the future, puts us on a journey, allows us to take the 
initiative that had always been postponed or not even 
imagined, such as Baptism was for Edith Stein. 
Consolation is that type of peace, but not that we remain 
sitting there enjoying it, no…. It gives you peace and draws 
you toward the Lord and sets you off to do things, to do 
good things. In a moment of consolation, when we are 
consoled, we want to do so much good, always. Instead, 
when there is a moment of desolation, we feel like closing in 
on ourselves and doing nothing…. Consolation pushes us 
forward in service to others, society, other people. 
 
Spiritual consolation is not “piloted” – you cannot say now 
that consolation will come – no, it is not it cannot be 
“piloted”, programmed at will. It is a gift of the Holy Spirit. It 
allows a familiarity with God that seems to cancel distances. 
 
When she visited the Basilica of Santa Croce in 
Gerusalemme in Rome at the age of fourteen, Saint Therese 
of the Child Jesus tried to touch the nail venerated there, 
one of the nails with which Jesus was crucified. Therese 
understood her daring as a transport of love and confidence. 
Later, she wrote, “I truly was too audacious. But the Lord 
sees the depths of our hearts. He knows my intention was 
pure […] I acted with him as a child who believes everything 
is permissible and who considers the Father’s treasures their 
own” (Autobiographical Manuscript, 183).  
 
Consolation is spontaneous. Consolation leads you to do 
everything spontaneously, as if we were children. Children 
are spontaneous, and consolation leads you to be 
spontaneous with a tenderness, with a very deep peace. A 
fourteen-year-old girl gives us a splendid description of 
spiritual consolation. We can feel a sense of tenderness 
toward God that makes us audacious in our desire to 
participate in his own life, to do what is pleasing to him 
because we feel familiar with him, we feel that his house is 
our house, we feel welcome, loved, restored. With this 
consolation, we do not give up in the face of difficulty – in 
fact, with the same boldness, Therese would ask the Pope 
for permission to enter Carmel even though she was too 
young, and her wish was granted. What does this mean? It 
means that consolation makes us daring. When we find 
ourselves in a moment of darkness, of desolation, we think: 
“I am not capable of doing this, no….” Desolation brings you 
down. Everything is dark…. “No, I cannot do this…I will not 

do it”. Instead, in times of consolation, the same things – 
“No, I am going ahead. I will do it”. “But are you sure?” “I 
feel God’s strength and I am going ahead”. And so, 
consolation pushes you to go ahead and to do those things 
that you would not be capable of doing in a moment of; it 
pushes you to take the first step. This is what is beautiful 
about consolation. 
 
But let’s be careful. We must distinguish well between the 
consolation that comes from God and false consolations. 
Something similar happens in the spiritual life that happens 
in human productions: there are originals and there are 
imitations. If an authentic consolation is like a drop on a 
sponge, is soft and intimate, its imitations are noisier and 
flashier, they are pure enthusiasm, like straw fires, lacking 
substance, leading us to close in on ourselves and not to 
take care of others. In the end, false consolation leaves us 
empty, far from the centre of our existence. For this reason, 
when we feel happy, at peace, we are capable of doing 
anything. But let’s not confuse that peace with passing 
enthusiasm because there’s enthusiasm today, but then it is 
taken away and is no more. 
 
This is why we have to discern even when we feel consoled. 
False consolation can become a danger if we seek it 
obsessively as an end in itself, forgetting the Lord. As Saint 
Bernard would say, this is seeking the consolations of God 
rather than the God of consolations. We need to seek the 
Lord, and the Lord consoles us with his presence. He 
consoles us, makes us move forward. And we should not 
seek God who brings us consolations here below: No, this is 
not right, we should not be interested in this. This is the 
dynamic of the child whom we spoke about last time who 
looks for his or parents only to get something, but doesn’t 
look for them – he or she is seeking their own interests. 
“Daddy, Mamma” – children know how to do this, they 
know how to play…and when the family is divided, and they 
are accustomed to going to one and going to the other, this 
is not good, this is not consolation, but personal interest. We 
too run the risk of living our relationship with God in a 
childish way, seeking our own interests, of reducing it to an 
object that we use and consume, losing the most beautiful 
gift which is God Himself. So, let us move forward in our 
lives that progresses between the consolations from God 
and the desolations from the sin of the world, but knowing 
how to distinguish when it is a consolation from God that 
brings peace to the depths of your soul, from a passing 
enthusiasm, which is not bad, but which is not a consolation 
from God.  



First Sunday of Advent 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have 
trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my 
enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you 
be put to shame. 
 

First Reading Is 2:1-5 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 
In the days to come 
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord 
shall tower above the mountains 
and be lifted higher than the hills. 
All the nations will stream to it, 
peoples without number will come to it; and they will 
say: 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the Temple of the God of Jacob 
that he may teach us his ways 
so that we may walk in his paths; 
since the Law will go out from Zion, 
and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 

He will wield authority over the nations 
and adjudicate between many peoples; 
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles. 
Nation will not lift sword against nation, 
there will be no more training for war. 
O House of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.  

1. I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s 
house.’ And now our feet are standing within your 
gates, O Jerusalem.    (R.) 

2. It is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the 
Lord. For Israel’s law it is, there to praise the Lord’s 
name. There were set the thrones of judgement of 
the house of David.   (R.) 

3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray: ‘Peace be to your 
homes! May peace reign in your walls, in your 
palaces, peace!’    (R.) 

3. For love of my brethren and friends I say: ‘Peace 
upon you!’ For love of the house of the Lord I will 
ask for your good.    (R.) 

 

Second Reading Rom 13:11-14 

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: 

our salvation is even nearer than it was when we were 

converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight 

soon – let us give up all the things we prefer to do 

under the cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and 

appear in the light. Let us live decently as people do in 

the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or 

licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. Let your 

armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.    

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your 
salvation. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Mt 24:37-44 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so 
will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days 
before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking 
wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went 
into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood 
came and swept all away. It will be like this when the 
Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is 
taken, one left; of two women at the millstone 
grinding, one is taken, one left. 
‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when 
your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this 
that if the householder had known at what time of the 
night the burglar would come, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have allowed anyone to break 
through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must 
stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect.’   
 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall 
yield its increase. 
 

Next Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent 

Is 11:1-10; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
It is generally well-known that, of all the four Gospels, it is the 
Gospel of Matthew that stands closest to the Jewish origins of the 
Christian faith. Not that Matthew was the first to be written; 
nowadays that privilege is generally accorded to the Gospel of 
Mark. But Matthew seems to have been composed in a Jewish 
context where relations with the ancestral faith were a primary 
concern. 
 
Quite a number of scholars today in fact hold that the community 
which gave rise to Matthew’s Gospel still saw itself to be within 
the Jewish commonwealth. After the calamity of 70 CE, when the 
Romans sacked the Temple and all but destroyed Jerusalem and 
the life of the nation, the Matthean community found itself one of 
a number of groups struggling to redefine and reinvigorate Israel 
around the sacred Torah – the Law of Moses. Other scholars – 
perhaps the majority – would hold that the ‘parting of the ways’ 
had already occurred by the time the Gospel was written (usually 
believed to be in the decade between 80-90 CE). 
 
Whether or not the final break with Judaism had occurred, there 
is general agreement that the Gospel very much reflects the 
dialogue and disputes with representative Jewish authorities (‘the 
scribes and Pharisees’) that led to the breaking of relations. One 
thing that preachers and readers of Matthew must constantly 
keep in mind is that the sharpness and bitterness of the conflicts 
between Jesus and religious authorities appearing in the Gospel 
reflect more the conditions of Matthew’s community than the 
actual situation of Jesus some forty or fifty years earlier. Of all the 
Jewish movements of his day, it is the Pharisees to whom Jesus 
himself probably stood closest. While undoubtedly he challenged 
many of their interpretations of the Jewish Law (Torah), the 
argument was probably less vigorous than appears in the Gospel 
of Matthew, where the heirs of his own movement and those of 
the Pharisees (now the rabbis) were struggling over the true 
definition of God’s people, Israel. While all four Gospels need 
careful handling so as not to reinforce age-old and calamitous 
prejudices about Jews and Judaism, this is particularly true in 
regard to Matthew. 
 
Preoccupation with Jewish concerns is seen above all in 
Matthew’s concern with the Torah. The First Gospel, no less than 
the other three, has as its primary focus the presentation of Jesus 
as Messiah and Son of God. Yet its christology is marked by a 
concern to present Jesus as the authoritative Interpreter of the 
Torah. Jesus has not come to abolish the Torah – not in respect to 
one letter or even one stroke of a letter; he has come to bring it to 
perfection (5:17-18). 
 
For this reason Matthew begins his account of Jesus’ public 
ministry with the long Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7). Here, 
with an authority greater than that of Moses, Jesus promulgates 
the way of life that is to characterise his disciples as the Torah 
brought to perfection and interpreted according to ‘what God 
wants’. What God wants is indicated in a key text from one of the 
prophets of Israel: Hosea 6:6, ‘What I want is mercy, not sacrifice.’ 
The importance of this prophetic text for Matthew is evident in 
the fact Jesus twice makes explicit appeal to it in situations of 
conflict (9:13; 12:7). The supreme test of valid interpretation of 
the Torah and action in accordance with it is whether such action 
displays and promulgates the mercy towards fellow human beings 
that, for Jesus characterises the action and will of God. The 
measure of ‘perfection’ – of perfect faithfulness (righteousness) in 

keeping the Torah – is, then, ‘to be perfect as your Heavenly 
Father is perfect’ (5:48). Later in the Gospel, in the same spirit 
Jesus will excoriate the scribes and Pharisees for tithing tiny herbs 
but neglecting what he calls the ‘weightier matters of the Torah: 
justice, mercy and faith’ (23:23). 
 
This presentation of Jesus as Interpreter of the Law goes along 
with a distinctive view of the human condition. Matthew – more 
precisely, Matthew’s Jesus – sees humanity as burdened – 
burdened by many things but especially by sickness and alienation 
from God. It is precisely such a vision that forms the context for 
the great Sermon. Jesus addresses his disciples in the presence of 
‘all the sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and 
pains, demoniacs, epileptics and paralytics, ... great crowds from 
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the 
Jordan’ (4:24-25). Shaped by the Torah as he now interprets it, 
beginning with the Beatitudes (5:1-12), the disciples, are to be the 
kind of people who can be ‘Salt’ (5:13) and ‘Light’ (5:14) for this 
burdened world. Above all, the Gospel presents Jesus himself – in 
his outreach to sinners, his celebration of mercy, his healing and 
his teaching – as the one who bears and lifts humanity’s burdens 
(11:28-30). In this he fulfils the role of the Servant of Isaiah who 
bore the sicknesses of many (8:17; cf. Is 53:4; 12:15-21; cf. Is 42:1-
4). Jesus not only teaches the Torah; in this respect he models it in 
his own behaviour and ministry. The negative portrayal of the 
‘burdening-imposing’ teaching of the scribes and Pharisees (23:4) 
forms the foil against which stands out the ‘burden-lifting’ 
interpretation and action of Jesus. 
 
But, along with the stress upon acceptance and mercy, Matthew’s 
Gospel is also one of high moral demand. Faith is not something 
of words alone. It must issue forth in action (7:24-28). Above all, 
what is intolerable is hypocrisy: a mismatch between what one 
says and what one does, between what appears on the outside 
and what lies in the heart. There is, then, much denunciation and 
warning in the Gospel. But it is always important to see who is 
denounced and for what cause. The chief target of Jesus’ wrath is 
not sinfulness in general but hypocrisy and failure to treat others 
with the understanding, mercy and forgiveness that one has 
oneself received from God (18:21-35). 
 
The heart is, in fact, the seat of the ‘surpassing 
righteousness’ (5:19) that Jesus requires. Whereas the Torah in its 
older interpretation said simply, ‘You must not kill’, Jesus’ 
interpretation goes to the heart: to cut off the anger that is the 
beginning of murderous intent (5:21-26). Likewise, where the 
Torah said ‘You shall not commit adultery‘, for Jesus the battle 
begins in the basic attitude which a man has towards a woman in 
his heart (5:27). 

From LiturgyHelp 



First Sunday of Advent 
 

“Put on the armour of the Lord Jesus Christ and stop paying 
attention to your sinful nature and satisfying its desires.” 

Romans 13: 11-14 
“Stay awake! For you do not know when your Lord will come.” 

Matthew 24: 37-44 
 

Advent was included in the Church’s 
calendar as a period of reflection intended 
to engage the Christian in giving attention to 
the significance of the fact that, in the 

person of Jesus, God demonstrated unequivocal solidarity and 
identification with all of humanity. Two words which occur again 
and again in the prayers and readings of Advent are “Emmanuel” 
and “incarnation”. Emmanuel is one of the names attributed to 
Jesus and literally means “God with us”. It first appears in the 
Bible in the prophesy of Isaiah, who proclaimed how Jesus would 
be born as a child and take a place in human history. In a 
prophesy to Ahaz, Isaiah declared: “Watch for this: A girl who is a 
virgin will become pregnant. She’ll bear a son and name him 
Immanuel (God-With-Us)” (Isaiah 7:14). We will have to wait till 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent to hear this reading. 
 

“Incarnation” is a word that is rarely used outside the context of 
religion. It is derived from the past participle of the Latin verb 
incarnare, which means “to make/become flesh”. From about 
the year 1300, the noun incarnation was used quite specifically 
to mean “the embodiment of God in the person of Jesus 
Christ” (Chambers, Dictionary of Etymology, p. 517, Harrap 
Publishers, N.Y. 1988). The word also appears in the flower name 
carnation, flesh colour. Advent invites us to reflect on the 
enormity of how God touched humanity in the person of Jesus 
and how, as a consequence, we are able to encounter Jesus in 
and through our human experiences. The prominent Catholic 
theologian and Bishop of Alexandria, Athanasius (c.295-375) 
wrote a treatise on the Incarnation entitled DeIncarnatione, in 
which he stated: “God became like us so that we might become 
like him.” (sic). The implication of this is that Jesus grew and 
developed through childhood, adolescence and adulthood like 
every other male. He asked the kind of questions about his 
origins and development as everyone one of us has asked. He 
had to learn how to befriend his body and make his way through 
the challenges and traumas of adolescence as every other 
adolescent has. He had to deal with the whole gamut of human 
emotions within himself and in everyone he encountered. He 
experienced grief and rejection, loss and acceptance, illness, 
suffering and the depravity of humiliation, torture and execution 
of the kind experienced only by a minority. And he died as we all 
must. 
 

Regrettably, Advent in the world we know has almost become a 
non-event. The world of retail commerce has already begun 
selling for Christmas, and Christmas carols can be heard already 
in shopping malls the world over. For any of us to set aside time 
for Advent prayer and reflection requires special effort and 
discipline. 
 

There is an additional irony in some of the readings set down for 
this First Sunday of Advent. God’s incarnation in human flesh in 
the person of Jesus not only points to the value and dignity of 
human flesh and blood  -  the fact that Jesus adopted our human 
flesh and blood implies that  -  but it suggests that this is worth 
celebrating. In today’s reading from Romans, however, the 
human body seems to be the object of some severe criticism. 
The problem we face here is that the Greek word for flesh used 
in Romans can have two meanings. Sometimes flesh is equated 

with our sinful nature, while at other times it is used to refer to 
our human condition, worthy of our reverence and admiration, 
despite its fragility. The fact that God, in the person of Jesus, has 
identified in the incarnation with our flesh, in the sense of 
something to reverenced, gives us every reason to celebrate. At 
the same time, we all know the temptations we experience when 
we let bodily urges and desires get out of control, when we fail 
to treat our bodies with reverence, respect and self-control. But 
that does not mean that there is something about our bodies of 
which we should be ashamed or embarrassed. We, with our 
bodies, talents and emotional life, are gifts from God. It’s 
important that we stop from time to time to remind ourselves 
that all of God’s gifts are good, and so worthy of respect and 
reverence. We also know that gifts can be misused, and today’s 
reading from Romans is simply a reminder to us to use our gifts 
for the purpose for which they are intended. 
 

That complements the call in the gospel-reading from Matthew 
to be alert to what is happening within our own lives and in the 
world around us. That does not imply that we are insensitive to, 
or burdened with despondency by, the prevalence of violence 
and the injustice of events taking place in the troubled parts of 
our world. We also know of many people, including ourselves, 
whose generosity is at work to bring relief and healing to our 
sisters and brothers who are victims of injustice, prejudice and 
neglect. The Gospel call to stay awake is also a reminder to us to 
recognise the presence of Jesus in everyone we encounter in the 
course of each day. The corollary of that is that we take care to 
avoid slipping into living our lives as though each day is just a 
matter of business as usual. That can so easily lead to 
complacency and dulling us from being surprised by God’s 
unexpected revelation in very ordinary events.  
 

Still there is one more image in today’s gospel-reading that 
cannot be ignored. It strikes me as something of a shock that 
God will come into our lives like a thief. Yet, apart from the 
extended metaphor of God as thief in today’s gospel-reading, 
there are two similar references in the Book of Revelation (Rev 
3:3; and 16:15) and another in Thessalonians, where Paul wrote: 
“The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night” (1 
Thessalonians 5: 2).  I have to admit that I am more comfortable 
with Jesus as the Light of the world, the Bread of Life, the true 
vine, the door, the Good Shepherd, the Resurrection and the 
Life, and God as the potter. But thief? In real life, there are many 
who believe that their bank accounts, their houses, their cars 
and their health insurance are their guarantee of lasting security. 
But God has a way of stealing from us the false sense of security 
we can create for ourselves. Thieves who break into houses don’t 
advertise their coming, and when they do invade our homes, we 
can feel violated. God, on the other hand often comes 
unannounced into our lives. We experience God’s presence in 
the kindness of neighbours who turn up with meals when we are 
grieving the loss of a loved one, and in the many other acts of 
kindness extended to us by friends, neighbours and strangers. 
Moreover, God is ever intent on “stealing” our hearts and our 
allegiance, not by deception, but through the insights we get, 
from time to time, into God’s love for us expressed in very 
ordinary events. We may even have found ourselves resonating 
with the experience of the prophet, Jeremiah who acknowledged 
how God had captivated him: “You have seduced me, Lord, and I 
have let myself be seduced” (Jeremiah 20: 7) In this context, I am 
reminded of what a friend said to me after losing all his 
treasured family photos and other possessions in our recent 
floods: “In a very real sense, it was a blessing, because those 
things were distracting me from making sure that my heart was 
in the right place!”  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Elena Abou Haidar 
 Thea Ebert-Thomas 
 Dorothy Horn 
 Naill Kirby 
 Henriella Mengala 
 Lestat Paderna 

 

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 

Wednesday 30 November 

Feast - St Andrew 

 

Saturday 3 December 

Memorial - St Francis Xavier 

MIDNIGHT MASS CHOIR 
 

You are most welcome to join the Midnight 

Mass Choir - no experience necessary!   

 

First rehearsal is Tuesday 29 November at 7.30pm.   

Any enquiries please ring Lise Rider on 0412 125 821. 

 

2023 Columban calendars for $9.50, 

Christmas cards $4 (pkt 8), and diaries 

for $20 are available now 

Due to COVID safe handling,  
only Woolworths and Coles food cards 

will be accepted 
 

This Christmas we are asking for donations of 

Woolworths or Coles food cards (please request 

cards that are for food only). These will enable us 

to safely distribute support to those who need it. 

 

Cards can be returned in an envelope, please attach the card from 

the appeals tree in the church to the envelope. The envelopes can 

then be dropped into any of the donation boxes at the church doors. 

 

Thank you! 

Anointing of the seriously sick   
 

will take place on Friday 2nd December 
during the 9.15am Mass 

First Friday Morning Tea! 
There will  be a cup of tea in the Downey Room after 
morning Mass on Friday 2nd December   
All are welcome!  

 

 

 

 

 
Masses - Christmas Eve & 

Christmas Day 
 

Ministers Needed 
 

We are looking for  

 Acolytes, 

 Altar Servers 

 Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 

 Lectors 

 Projectionists  

 Welcomers/Checkers 
 

for the Masses on Christmas Eve and  

Christmas Day. 
 

If you are able to help, please fill out the form in the 

sacristy or contact the office on 9639 0598 or via 

email admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 

Mass times at St Michael's: 
 

24 Dec Fri : 5.30pm, 8pm 

25 Dec Sat : midnight, 8am and 10am 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN 
 

This Christmas, we would like to invite the 

families of our Parish to donate a present for a 

child or teenager who may not otherwise 

receive any gifts.  
 

The gifts will be collected at the 10 o'clock Mass on Sunday, 

11th December. They will then be distributed to families 

where they are most needed.  
 

Please wrap any presents you donate and attach a gift card 

stating whether it is most suitable for a boy or girl and 

nominating an approximate age group. 
 

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

GLENWOOD-STANHOPE GARDENS PARISH CAROLS 

BY CANDLELIGHT: SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER  
St John XXIII Parish, Glenwood-Stanhope Gardens, 

invites you to their annual Carols by Candlelight 

evening on Saturday 17 December at 7.30pm in the grounds 

of St John XXIII Catholic College, Stanhope Gardens. All are 

welcome to attend. For more information, contact the parish 

office on (02) 8883 5981.  

BREAKBEAT DRUM STUDIO  

SUMMER HOLIDAY CLINIC SPECIAL PROMO:  

ONE-ON-ONE DRUM COACHING 

Please see poster on noticeboard for details 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


 
 

A life changing opportunity for those  

considering becoming a Catholic Christian.   

The journey begins on 8th January 2023  

in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.   

If you or anyone you know is interested 

please contact Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385  

or Brad 0418 619 510 by 19 December 2022. 

 

Monica & Brad  
 

It begins with an awareness...or stirring  

in one’s heart for something more.   

It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.   

Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,  

and justice within the community of the Catholic Church. 



Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2023 

 

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence next 

year in February. This is formation for anyone interested in serving 

within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary 

Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 

Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested or would like more 

information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 

or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an 

enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/  

mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE – Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass:  

Saturday 11 February 2023  
 

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick, will be held on Saturday 11 February 2023 at  

St Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.  

 

All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for 

the sick and dying and health care professionals. More information to 

come. 



Patrician Brothers College Blacktown Enrolment Opportunities  
 

Patrician Brothers College, Blacktown, has a small number of vacancies for Year 7 2023 and is accepting early applications 

for 2024. Contact the College Enrolment Department for more information on (02) 8811 0300, email 

patricianbros@parra.catholic.edu.au or https://forms.gle/ANccWVNQBZjQ4pSD6  

mailto:patricianbros@parra.catholic.edu.au
https://forms.gle/ANccWVNQBZjQ4pSD6


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently Deceased: 
Sr Lucy Ann Piel ISSM and victims of the 
Corona Virus pandemic in NSW and around 
the world and those who have died in the 
Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
Olga Peters, Euclid Parra, Zenaida Capitulo 
and all souls in our Book of Remembrance 
 
Sick: 
Cathy Vella, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, 
Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, Barbara Ison, 
Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price,  
Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Mary Burns, 
Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf, 
Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  
Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, , Joe Maroun, 
Sean Angeles, Catherine Hemmings,  
Patricia MacDonald, Hazel Clasquin,  
Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi, 
Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

27 NOVEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

4 DECEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt 

N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves 

C. Ryan 
B 1 A 13 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, 

A. Sullivan 
E SR 

D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, 

V. Vella, G. Machado 
SR SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, 

B. Fabri, M. Rutkin 
I 15 S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique G 3 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer K 16 S. Stagnitta, R. Santos SR 4 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 27 NOVEMBER 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 4 DECEMBER 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, R. Gosper, 

L. Domanillo 

G. Shin, E. Riches, R. Gosper, 

L. Karam, W. Ng 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
N. Redden, C. Malinis, S. Malinis  N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

J. Macey, R. Macey, L. De La Cruz, 

S. Haskins 
P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  27.11.22 WEEK BEGINNING  04.12.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 27.11.22  :   

Team 1 :  T. Checchia 

Counters 04.12.22  :   

Team 2 :  K. McElduff 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 03.12.22 : 

G. Attard, G. Galea 

Saturday 10.12.22 : 

L. Laksana, N. Fernando 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 03rd/04th December 2022 -  Masses:         Sat  5pm:   A. D’Souza  

Sun  8am:       J. Mariadassou      10am:        M. Almeida          6pm:     A. Saker 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

