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Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe – 20th November 2022 

PARISH NOTES – FRIDAY NOVEMBER 18 
A COVID SAFE PARISH  

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

This Sunday, we conclude the Church’s year with the 
celebration of Christ the King, and next week begin a new 
year with the First Sunday of Advent, leading to the 
beautiful feast of Christmas.  For those using missals, next 
Sunday we commence the readings from Year A, which 
focuses on Matthew’s gospel. 
 

This weekend we also conclude the First Communions at 
both Our Lady of Lourdes Church and St Michael’s.  
Please pray for all who have made their First Communion 
and their families. 
 
NOVEMBER MASS OFFERINGS 
We continue to remember during November all those 
who have died, and our Book of Remembrance at both 
Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s contains the names 
of those for whom our prayers have been asked 
especially this month. 
 
THE WORKING GROUP AND THE PARISH SURVEY 
The working Group recently reviewed the initial analysis 
of the responses to the survey provided by Emma Baker, 
Anthony Martinez, and Paul Morgan. 
 

While the responses were very positive about the Parish 
communities, and clergy, some matters were identified 
across the surveys.  These included:  
 

• a need to develop the Parish’s social side, with 
opportunities for meeting people;  

• to improve parish communications, as it appeared 
that people were not aware of what was already 
happening;  

• need to focus on providing opportunities for youth 
and children to be more involved in church life, but 
at their level;  

• focusing on family activity 
• reviewing weekday mass times at both communities 

to enable wider participation of parishioners – e.g. 
an early morning mass, evening Mass. 

• Developing prayer groups, formation groups 
 

As mentioned before, we plan to provide an opportunity 
for those who are still affected by the suppression of 
Baulkham Hills South Parish in 2014 to share their stories 
and concerns. 

MASS LINK 
The Mass link for this Saturday for Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe (Sat 6pm) and available on 
YOUTUBE after that - https://youtu.be/kECAZtCd1TI. 
Please copy the link into browser if it does not 
immediately work. 
 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 
Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards 
via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the 
Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to 
Jim and Brian for your help with this every week. 
 

HELP NEEDED 
We have been blessed by having five people volunteer 
their services for visiting those who are housebound. But 
we would like to have more. We are also trying to build 
up a visiting/communion roster for residents at our aged 
care facilities – Aminya Care, BUPA, Summit Care and 
MacKillop House. For this we need your help. Can you 
spare some time each week? 
 

We are willing to guide you - especially to help with giving 
communion. Volunteers will need to some online 
training. If you can spare some time each week or 
fortnight please contact either office – OLOL 9639 8385 
or via olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au or St Michael’s 
9639 0598 or via admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au. 
Thank you. 
 

POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT  
Pope Francis continued his cycle of catechesis on 
Discernment, focusing on the theme “Why are we 
desolate?” 
 

MASS FOR DECEASED CLERGY – Friday Nov 25 
Bishop Vincent will celebrate a Mass for the Deceased 
Clergy of the Diocese at St Bernadette’s Church, 367 Old 
Northern Road, Castle Hill on Friday, November 25 at 
10.30am, which will be followed by prayers at the priests’ 
section of Castle Hill Cemetery, Gilbert Road, Castle Hill. 
You are warmly invited to attend these celebrations.  
 

ORDINATIONS TO THE DIACONATE 
You are reminded of the ordination to the permanent 
diaconate of David Dowling, and four other men from our 
Diocese which will take place at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta, on Saturday, December 10 at 10.30am.  
 

We congratulate those men, their wives and families on 
this important step in their journey. 
 

You are also invited to the ordination of Tom Green to 
the diaconate at Mary Queen of the Family Parish, 
Allawah Street, Blacktown which will take place on 
Sunday, 27th November at 5.30pm. For Tom, this is a 
transitional step towards ordination to the priesthood. 

https://youtu.be/kECAZtCd1TI
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


QUO VADIS PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL AND ROME: 5 – 23 

SEPTEMBER 2023 
Details of my proposed pilgrimage to 
Israel and Rome next year are now 
available for download via this link or by 
via the QR code. Our pilgrimage will be 
following in the footsteps of St Peter.  
 
Paper copies with booking forms will be available in the 
Foyers of both Churches. Please feel free to forward these 
link to your friends or family. 
 
BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CATHOLIC CARE 
For those who wish to contribute to the Bishop’s 
Christmas appeal for Catholic Care’s Assistance with Care 
and Housing service, which is this year’s focus, envelopes 
will be available this weekend or online at https://
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal where you can also 
find further details. 
 
FOR THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased:   
Peter Clarke, Josie O’Gorman, Colleen Connellan, Doris 
Aqualina, Sharon Woods 
 
Anniversary: 
Bernadette McLoughlin, Irma Muller, Leo Meduro 
 
 
Fr Wim 
 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
  
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/

stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

https://www.olivetreetravel.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Flyer-for-Fr-Wim-Hoekstra-QUO-VADIS-Pilgrimage-in-Sep-2023-low96.pdf
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT   
 
In his address in Italian, the Pope resumed his cycle of 
catechesis on Discernment, focusing on the theme: “Why are 
we desolate?”  
 

By your favour, O Lord, 
   you had established me as a strong mountain; 
you hid your face; 
   I was dismayed.  
To you, O Lord, I cried, 
   and to the Lord I made supplication: 
“What profit is there in my death, 
   if I go down to the Pit? 
Will the dust praise you? 
   Will it tell of your faithfulness? 
Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! 
   O Lord, be my helper!” … 
so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. 
   O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 
    (Bible reading: Ps 30: 7-9, 12). 

 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome! 
 

Today, let us resume the catecheses on the theme 
of discernment. We have seen how important it is to read what 
stirs within us, so as not to make hasty decisions, spurred by 
the emotion of the moment, only to regret them when it is too 
late. That is, to read what happens and then make decisions. 
 

In this sense, even the spiritual state we call desolation, when 
in the heart everything is dark, it is sad, these things, this state 
of desolation can be an opportunity for growth. Indeed, if there 
is not a little dissatisfaction, a little healthy sadness, a healthy 
capacity to dwell in solitude and to stay by ourselves without 
fleeing, we risk always remaining on the surface of things and 
never making contact with the core of our existence. 
Desolation causes a “rousing of the soul”: when one is sad it is 
as if the soul were shaken; it keeps us alert, it fosters vigilance 
and humility, and protects us from the winds of fancy. These 
are indispensable conditions for progress in life, and hence also 
in the spiritual life. A perfect but “aseptic” serenity, without 
feeling, when it becomes the criterion for decisions and 
behaviour, makes us inhuman. We cannot ignore our feelings: 
we are human and sentiment is a part of our humanity. And 
without understanding feelings we are inhuman; without living 
our sentiments we will also be indifferent to the sufferings of 
others and incapable of accepting our own. Not to mention 
that such a “perfect serenity” cannot be reached by this path of 
indifference. This sterile distance: “I won’t get involved in 
things, I will keep my distance”: this is not life, it is as though 
we lived in a laboratory, shut away, so as not to have microbes 
and diseases. For many saints, restlessness was a decisive 
impetus to turn their lives around. This artificial serenity will 
not do. Yes, a healthy restlessness is fine, the restless heart, the 
heart that seeks its way. This is the case, for example, of 
Augustine of Hippo, Edith Stein, Joseph Benedict Cottolengo, or 
Charles de Foucauld. Important choices come at a price that life 
presents, a price that is within reach of everyone; or rather, the 
important choices do not come from the lottery, no; they have 
a price and you have to pay that price. It is a price that you 
must pay with your heart, it is the price of the decision, the 
price of making some effort. It is not free of charge, but it is a 

price within reach of everyone. We must all pay for this 
decision so as to leave behind the state of indifference. The 
state of indifference brings us down, always. 
 

Desolation is also an invitation to gratuitousness, to not acting 
always and solely with a view to emotional gratification. Being 
desolate offers us the possibility of growth, of initiating a more 
mature, more beautiful relationship with the Lord and with our 
loved ones, a relationship that is not reduced to a mere 
exchange of giving and having. Let us think of our childhood, 
for example, think: as children, it often happens that we look 
for our parents to obtain something from them, a toy, some 
money to buy an ice cream, permission… And so, we look for 
them not for themselves, but for personal gain. And yet, the 
greatest gift is them, our parents, and we understand this 
gradually as we grow up. 
 

Many of our prayers are also somewhat like this: they are 
requests for favours addressed to the Lord, without any real 
interest in him. We go to ask, to ask, to ask the Lord. The 
Gospel notes that Jesus was often surrounded by many people 
who sought him out in order to obtain something: healing, 
material assistance, but not simply to be with him. He was 
pushed by the crowds, yet he was alone. Some saints, and even 
some artists, have contemplated this condition of Jesus. It may 
seem strange, unreal, to ask the Lord: “How are you?” Instead, 
it is a beautiful way to enter into a true, sincere relationship, 
with his humanity, with his suffering, even with his singular 
solitude. With him, with the Lord, who wanted to share his life 
with us to the full. 
 

It does us a great deal of good to learn to be with him, to be 
with the Lord, to learn to be with the Lord without ulterior 
motives, exactly as it happens with people we care for: we wish 
to know them more and more, because it is good to be with 
them. 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, the spiritual life is not a technique at 
our disposal, it is not a programme for inner “wellbeing” that it 
is up to us to plan. No. The spiritual life is the relationship with 
the Living One, with God, the Living One who cannot be 
reduced to our categories. And desolation, then, is the clearest 
response to the objection that the experience of God is a form 
of wishful thinking, a simple projection of our desires. 
Desolation is not feeling anything, when everything is dark, but 
you seek God in the desolation. In that case, if we think that he 
is a projection of our desires, we would always be the ones to 
plan, and we would always be happy and content, like a record 
that repeats the same music. Instead, those who pray realize 
that the outcome is unpredictable: experiences and passages 
from the Bible that have often enthralled us, today, strangely, 
do not move us. And, equally unexpectedly, experiences, 
encounters and readings that we have never paid much 
attention to or preferred to avoid – such as the experience of 
the cross – bring immense peace. Do not fear desolation; face it 
with perseverance, do not evade it. And in desolation, try to 
find the heart of Christ, to find the Lord. And the answer will 
come, always. 
 

Faced with difficulties, therefore, never be discouraged, please, 
but confront the test with determination, with the help of the 
grace of God, which is never lacking. And if we hear within us 
an insistent voice that wants to turn us away from prayer, let 
us learn to unmask it as the voice of the tempter; and let us not 
be influenced; let us simply do the opposite of what it tells us! 
Thank you.  



Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive 
power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and 
honour. To him belong glory and power for ever and 
ever. 
 

First Reading 2 Sam 5:1-3 

All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron. ‘Look’ 
they said ‘we are your own flesh and blood. In days 
past when Saul was our king, it was you who led Israel 
in all their exploits; and the Lord said to you, “You are 
the man who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, 
you shall be the leader of Israel.”’ So all the elders of 
Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made 
a pact with them at Hebron in the presence of the 
Lord, and they anointed David king of Israel. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.  

1. I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s 
house.’ And now our feet are standing within your 
gates, O Jerusalem.    (R.) 

2. Jerusalem is built as a city strongly compact. It is 
there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord.   
(R.) 

3. For Israel’s law it is, there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of judgement of the 
house of David.    (R.) 

 

Second Reading Col 1:12-20 

We give thanks to the Father who has made it possible 
for you to join the saints and with them to inherit the 
light.  
Because that is what he has done: he has taken us out 
of the power of darkness and created a place for us in 
the kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him, we 
gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. 

He is the image of the unseen God 
and the first-born of all creation, 
for in him were created 
all things in heaven and on earth: 
everything visible and everything invisible, 
Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers – 
all things were created through him and for him. 
Before anything was created, he existed, 
and he holds all things in unity. 
Now the Church is his body, 
he is its head. 
As he is the Beginning, 
he was first to be born from the dead, 
so that he should be first in every way; 

because God wanted all perfection 
to be found in him 
and all things to be reconciled through him and for 

him, 
everything in heaven and everything on earth, 
when he made peace  
by his death on the cross.    

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David our 
Father; blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Lk 23:35-43 

The people stayed there before the cross watching 
Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. ‘He saved 
others,’ they said, ‘let him save himself if he is the 
Christ of God, the Chosen One.’ The soldiers mocked 
him too, and when they approached to offer him 
vinegar they said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save 
yourself.’ Above him there was an inscription: ‘This is 
the King of the Jews.’ 
One of the criminals hanging there abused him. ‘Are 
you not the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself and us as 
well.’ But the other spoke up and rebuked him. ‘Have 
you no fear of God at all?’ he said. ‘You got the same 
sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved it: we 
are paying for what we did. But this man has done 
nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said, ‘remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I promise you,’ 
he replied, ‘today you will be with me in paradise.’   
 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will bless his 
people with peace. 
 

Next Sunday: First Sunday of Advent 

Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
Advent is the time when the Church longs for the coming 

of the Lord. In this longing the Church looks in two 

directions, so to speak. Backward to the Lord’s first 

coming as a child born to Mary in Bethlehem. Forward to 

his second coming as Son of Man at the end of time. 

 

What makes the Church focus upon the second coming of 

the Lord is the keen sense – arising out of the condition of 

our world – that the salvation promised us is far from 

complete. We may already enjoy its essentials of 

salvation in the form of renewed relationship with God. 

But as far as the outward conditions go we still have 

much to long for. The world is still captive to forces 

hostile to God that frustrate the achievement of a decent 

human existence for the bulk of its inhabitants.  

 

So, despite our belief that the Messiah has come, we long 

for the (second) coming of the Saviour as the people of 

the Old Testament longed for the first. The words of the 

prophets and the psalms express our own longing that 

the work of salvation be made complete.  

 

Not that we take the allusions to the future coming of 

Jesus in a literal sense – as though he were suddenly one 

day to appear on a cloud, summoning the world to 

judgment. What such statements in rich imagery and 

symbol, assert and communicate is the truth that our 

lives and indeed the whole of history stand under the 

eventual judgment of God and that the Crucified One, 

now risen Lord, remains the criterion of what truly human 

existence should be. His grace and his power continually 

knock at the door of our lives, seeking to move us along 

his way. It is this sense of the Lord’s coming that the 

Advent season celebrates and proclaims. 

 

The readings for Advent begin with a magnificent passage 

from the early chapters of Isaiah, the prophet whose 

writings will dominate the entire season. The First 

Reading (Isaiah 2:1-5) gives us a vision of salvation which 

is essentially a vision of peace. The nations of the world, 

instead of going up against Jerusalem to attack it, will 

propose to each other that they should go up to 'the 

mountain of the Temple of the Lord' to learn 'the ways' of 

Israel’s God. There they will freely imbibe the values of 

true humanity and peace enshrined in Israel’s law. 

Instructed in this way, they will respond by hammering 

their swords into ploughshares – a marvellous expression 

of commitment no longer to wage war but to work 

together building a new order of peace. The appeal of 

such a vision at the present time hardly needs to be 

stressed. 

 

The controlling image in the Second Reading, from 

Romans 13:11-14, is that of people who rise from their 

beds just before dawn so as to be up and about, ready to 

begin the new day. Paul appeals to the community in 

Rome to be who they are: 'people of the light' and 'of the 

day'. Though it is still dark – in the sense that salvation is 

not complete – they must begin to live as though it were 

day. They must put aside the kind of behaviour that 

people get up to during the night. (Paul’s list rather 

closely reflects accounts of Roman society mores in 

secular writers.) They must live as people whose lives are 

already bathed in the dawning light of the risen Lord.  

 

The Gospel, from Matthew 24:37-44, is perhaps the least 

attractive of the three readings. Striking the same note of 

watchfulness, Jesus’ prophetic warning stresses the 

suddenness and unexpectedness of the arrival of the Son 

of Man. His followers must not allow themselves to be so 

absorbed in the everyday affairs of life (eating, drinking, 

taking wives and husbands) as to be taken unawares.  

 

The message is reinforced in the second part by an image 

to which Jesus frequently appealed: that of a burglar 

breaking into a house at night. We should not allegorise 

the image, applying all its details to the way God acts in 

our regard. Jesus does not want to suggest that God 

deliberately waits to catch us out and find us wanting. 

The image makes the simple point that since one never 

knows when a burglar (in contrast to any other kind of 

visitor) will strike, a prudent householder will not become 

absorbed and distracted by all kinds of activities but will 

keep a sharp ear and keen eye for anything unusual. 

Christian life involves keeping a sharp ear and a keen eye 

for the coming of the Lord – not just his coming at the 

end of time but his coming in all the varieties and guises 

in which, as the Gospel and Christian spirituality instructs, 

he comes into our lives on a daily basis.        

 From LiturgyHelp 



Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 
There was an inscription over his head: ‘This Is The King Of The 
Jews’. One of the criminals hanging in crucifixion blasphemed 
him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Then save yourself and us.”…The 
other criminal said: “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.”           Luke 23: 35-43                                      
 

The liturgical feast which we celebrate 
on the last Sunday of the Church’s year 
we call the Solemnity of Christ the King. 
It’s a relatively late addition to the 
liturgical calendar, having been 

introduced by Pope Pius XI in 1925. In light of the political unrest 
that he saw developing in the Europe of his day, the Pope added 
this celebration to the calendar as a way of challenging 
Christians, particularly Catholics, to pause and reflect on to what 
and to whom they gave their allegiance. Was it to Jesus Christ 
and his Gospel or was it to those would-be potentates who were 
flexing their political muscles and grabbing the headlines of the 
news outlets across the globe? In retrospect, Pius XI proved to be 
an astute and accurate reader of the signs of the times in which 
he lived. Close to home, Mussolini has been a blustering leader 
of Italy for three years. A young Hitler, only twelve months out of 
prison, had already made a name for himself as a firebrand, and 
his growing Nazi Party was rapidly attracting adherents. The 
world at large was in the grip of the Great Economic Depression, 
with millions of people out of work and eager for change for the 
better. Pius XI boldly asserted that, despite the promises of 
political leaders vying for power, control and status, Jesus Christ 
was the real centre of the universe, the only one capable of 
leading humanity to true freedom, the only leader worthy of 
being given our allegiance.  
 

We often hear it said that history repeats itself. I suggest that 
Mark Twain was closer to the truth when he said: “History 
doesn’t repeat itself, but it often rhymes!” We don’t have to 
search very deeply for evidence of historical rhyming patterns 
repeating themselves. Vladimir Putin’s attempted annexation of 
the Ukraine echoes Hitler’s invasion of Poland in 1939. We need 
only recall Bashar al-Assad’s brutal suppression of 
demonstrations in favour of democracy in Syria in 2011, and the 
more recent seizure of power and suppression of democracy in 
Myanmar by a self-appointed military junta. Add to those events 
civil strife in Yemen and other African and Middle Eastern 
countries. So, the celebration of Christ the King is as relevant for 
our lives as it was for our world and our Church back in 1925. 
 

Today’s gospel reading from Luke resonates with all this in that 
one of its themes is the manner in which Jesus was made a 
victim of abusive physical, political and religious power.  The 
Galilee of Jesus’ time was firmly under the thumb of the Roman 
Empire. In addition to that, Herod, basking in the title of King, 
had a strong hold over Jerusalem. In the background were the 
Jewish religious leaders who had long been plotting as to how to 
rid themselves of Jesus whose increasing popularity they saw as 
a threat to their religious authority. In his repeated efforts to 
point out how the spirit of law was far more freeing than 
adherence to its letter, Jesus was warning those who cared to 
listen to him not to be seduced into idolising power. This was a 
veiled criticism of those who wielded political physical and 
religious power. 
 

Of course, there were also those in the general populace who 
longed for a Messiah who would overthrow Roman rule and right 

the wrongs that had been visited on their people. Even Jesus’ 
disciples imagined a Messiah who would resort to force to free 
the people of Israel. Tragically, Judas was one could not set aside 
his disappointment that the Jesus who looked more and more 
like the long-awaited Messiah was not going to resort to might, 
power and violence to prove that he was God’s anointed. 
 

In the debacle that was Jesus’ trial and the brutality that 
followed it, the three groups intent on exercising their power 
ended up conspiring to abuse and humiliate the man of peace 
who, ironically, was executed under the banner of “King of the 
Jews”. The taunting and mocking that Luke tells us was directed 
at Jesus illustrated the kind of power that those doing the 
mocking believed befitted kings and rulers: “Are you really a 
king? If you are, then do something to demonstrate your power 
and release yourself!” While we regard as abhorrent the ridicule 
and torture meted out to Jesus, the details of the manner in 
which he was abused force us to stop and ponder how we think 
about power and how we use the power we have. Those of us 
who live in democracies have the right and power to cast a vote 
in national and/or state elections. What attitude to power and its 
use is implied in the way we vote? We belong to a Church that 
has its own kind of politics. For centuries Church structures have, 
in some ways, mirrored civil structures. There have been times 
when Church leaders have told us how we “should” vote on 
particular issues. There have been times when our Church has 
adopted patriarchal and hierarchical structures. Working our way 
through these can be complicated and confusing. There are no 
easy answers to issues like these, but that does not mean that 
we avoid discussing them, exploring them. Remaining silent is 
not a responsible option.  
 

I believe that Luke’s intention in this part of his Gospel was to 
demonstrate to his readers that Jesus was really worthy of the 
title “Christ the King.” Moreover, he used Jesus’ own actions to 
define the real meaning of kingship. To begin with, Jesus 
demonstrated his moral stature by pardoning the very people 
who had crucified him and then by offering a place in his 
kingdom to the thief who had come to recognise his (Jesus’) 
innocence. Moreover, he asserted that he would ultimately 
triumph and be vindicated by stating that he was going to his 
death bolstered by his unshakeable faith in God’s power to give 
life. His utterances from the Cross redefined what sovereignty 
and kingship would look like in God’s world rather than in a 
world where power, politics and status are king. 
 

In today’s second reading from Colossians, we hear Paul’s 
proclamation that Jesus “is the image of the invisible 
God” (Colossians 1: 15). The gospel reading shows how Jesus, in 
his dying, personified the mercy, forgiveness and love of God. 
The degradation of his dying demonstrated his readiness to 
identify with our humanity at its lowest and neediest, and his 
encouragement to the “good thief”: “Today we’re going together 
to paradise” is the ultimate expression of God’s reconciling and 
merciful love.    
 
Whenever we dare to pray “thy kingdom come” we are 
acknowledging our willingness to reflect something of the mercy, 
compassion and love of God that Jesus so eloquently expressed 
on the Cross. We are proclaiming that true freedom is to be 
found in a readiness to forgive instead of being controlled by a 
desire to get even. We are declaring our readiness to give our 
allegiance to the One whose living and dying demonstrated 
God’s solidarity with us all.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Piper Dodd 
 Benjamin McDowall 

 

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 

Monday 21 November 

Memorial - The Presentation of Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Tuesday 22 November 

Memorial - St Cecilia 

 

Thursday 24 November 

Memorial - Sts Andrew Dung-Lac and companions 

MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
 

November, the Month of the Holy Souls, is a special time to 

pray for the dead.  

 

November Mass Offering envelopes are available in the 

narthex and at the doors.  The normal offering for these is 

$20.00, but if this amount is unmanageable, please place 

the amount you can afford in the envelope.  These offerings 

will be distributed among the priests. 

 

Please print names clearly so that they can be transferred to 

a Book of Remembrance which will be kept on the 

Sanctuary throughout the month of November.  Envelopes 

may be put on either plate, in the office mail box or given to 

one of the priests. 

MIDNIGHT MASS CHOIR 
 

You are most welcome to join the Midnight 

Mass Choir - no experience necessary!   

 

First rehearsal is Tuesday 29 November at 7.30pm.   

Any enquiries please ring Lise Rider on 0412 125 821. 

MASS AND PRAYERS FOR DECEASED CLERGY: 

FRIDAY 25 NOVEMBER  
The Diocese of Parramatta invites you to its first 

official Mass for our deceased clergy on Friday 25 

November at 10.30am at St Bernadette’s Parish, 

Castle Hill, followed by prayers at the gravesites of 

clergy buried in Castle Hill Cemetery. All are welcome to 

attend and give your gift of prayer to those whose lives were 

dedicated to bringing us all closer to Christ.  

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE DIOCESE OF 

PARRAMATTA CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON: 

WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER  
The Catholic Women’s League, Diocese of Parramatta, invites 

you to its fun and friendly Christmas Luncheon at St Anthony 

of Padua Parish Hall, 27 Aurelia Street, Toongabbie, on 

Wednesday 7 December from 12noon. The lunch will be $20 

a head, with the Catholic Women’s League subsidising most 

of the cost. For any enquiries, and to book individually or a 

table, please contact Lyn on 0412 689 261.   

 

2023 Columban calendars for $9.50, 

Christmas cards $4 (pkt 8), and diaries 

for $20 are available now 

 

 

 

 

 
Masses - Christmas Eve & 

Christmas Day 
 

Ministers Needed 
 

We are looking for  

 Acolytes, 

 Altar Servers 

 Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 

 Lectors 

 Projectionists  

 Welcomers/Checkers 
 

for the Masses on Christmas Eve and  

Christmas Day. 
 

If you are able to help, please fill out the form in the 

sacristy or contact the office on 9639 0598 or via 

email admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 

Mass times at St Michael's: 
 

24 Dec Fri : 5.30pm, 8pm 

25 Dec Sat : midnight, 8am and 10am 

Due to COVID safe handling,  
only Woolworths and Coles food cards 

will be accepted 
 

This Christmas we are asking for donations of 

Woolworths or Coles food cards (please request 

cards that are for food only). These will enable us 

to safely distribute support to those who need it. 

 

Cards can be returned in an envelope, please attach the card from 

the appeals tree in the church to the envelope. The envelopes can 

then be dropped into any of the donation boxes at the church doors. 

 

Thank you! 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2023 

 

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence next 

year in February. This is formation for anyone interested in serving 

within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary 

Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 

Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested or would like more 

information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 

or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an 

enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/  

mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE – Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass:  

Saturday 11 February 2023  
 

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick, will be held on Saturday 11 February 2023 at St 

Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.  

 

All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for 

the sick and dying and health care professionals. More information to 

come. 



Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently Deceased: 
Peter Clarke, Josie O’Gorman,  
Colleen Connellan, Doris Aqualina,  
Sharon Woods and victims of the Corona 
Virus pandemic in NSW and around the 
world and those who have died in the 
Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
Bernadette McLoughlin, Irima Muller,  
Leo Meduro and all souls in our Book of 
Remembrance 
 
Sick: 
Cathy Vella, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, 
Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, Barbara Ison, 
Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao, Jess Banayos, 
Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Debra Price, 
Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Mary Burns, 
Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,  
Gizzella Gherm,  Frank Jacobs, Jacinta 
Hollins, , Joe Maroun, Sean Angeles, 
Catherine Hemmings, Patricia MacDonald, 
Hazel Clasquin, Richard Miranda,  
Baby William Merhi, Joseph MacDermid, 
Florgina Henry, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

20 NOVEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

27 NOVEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves 

C. Ryan 
E. Riches, P. Sladen A 13 D 9 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, 

J. Kerr 
SR SR 

M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, 

A. Sullivan 
E SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

C. Burton, A. Mantaring, 

S. Mantaring 
H 11 

S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, 

B. Fabri, M. Rutkin 
I 15 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden SR 12 A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer K 16 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 20 NOVEMBER 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 27 NOVEMBER 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, 

W Ng 

G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, R. Gosper, 

L. Domanillo 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit, 

R. McGuiness 
B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis N. Redden, C. Malinis, S. Malinis  

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, R. Santon 

J. Macey, R. Macey, L. De La Cruz, 

S. Haskins 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  20.11.22 WEEK BEGINNING  27.11.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 20.11.22  :   

Team 8 :  T. Dalton 

Counters 27.11.22  :   

Team 1 :  T. Checchia 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 26.11.22 : 

L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic 

Saturday 03.12.22 : 

G. Attard, G. Galea 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 26th/27th October 2022 -  Masses:         Sat  5pm:   S. Prasad  

Sun  8am:       M. O’Loan      10am:        G. Wongso          6pm:     Y/T Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

