
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Community 

 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – 13th November 2022 

PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY NOVEMBER 11 

A COVID SAFE PARISH  
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

This weekend we begin to celebrate the first communions 

for a number of our parishioners at Our Lady of Lourdes 

Church at parish masses and the 2pm Sunday afternoon 

mass. Please pray for them and their families. 

 

NOVEMBER MASS OFFERINGS 

November is a time to remember those who have died, 

and our Book of Remembrance at both Our Lady of 

Lourdes and St Michael’s will contain the names of those 

for whom our prayers have been asked especially this 

month. 

 

November Mass offerings envelopes are still available at 

the doors. 

 

CUP OF TEA AFTER THE 10am MASS THIS WEEKEND 

There will be a cup of tea plus available after the 10am 

Mass at St Michael’s, hosted by the Alpha group.  

 

THE WORKING GROUP AND THE PARISH SURVEY 

Members of  the Working Group met on Thursday to 

consider the results from 282 survey responses. The 

group  reviewed  the  initial  analysis  of  the  responses 

provided by Emma Baker, Anthony Martinez, and Paul 

Morgan. 

 

While the responses were very positive about the Parish 

communities, and clergy, some matters were identified 

across the surveys.  These included:  

 

• a need to  develop the Parish’s  social  side,  with 

opportunities for meeting people;  

• to improve parish communications, as it appeared 

that people were not aware of what was already 

happening;  

• need to focus on providing opportunities for youth 

and children to be more involved in church life, but at 

their level;  

• focusing on family activity 

• reviewing weekday mass times at both communities 

to enable wider participation of parishioners – e.g. an 

early morning mass, evening Mass. 

• developing prayer groups, formation groups 

 

As mentioned before, we hope soon to be able to provide 

an opportunity for those who are still affected by the 

decision to suppress Baulkham Hills South Parish in 2014 

to share their stories and concerns.  

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Thirty-Third Sunday 

in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE 

after that -  https://youtu.be/WezsxN7AgCU. Please copy 

the link into browser if it does not immediately work. 
 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 

Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards 

via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the 

Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to 

Jim and Brian for your help with this every week.  
 

HELP NEEDED 

We have been blessed by having four people volunteer 

their services for visiting those who are housebound. But 

we would like to have more. We are also trying to build up 

a visiting/communion roster for residents at our aged care 

facilities  –  Aminya  Care,  BUPA,  Summit  Care  and 

MacKillop House. For this we need your help. Can you 

spare some time each week? 
 

We are willing to guide you - especially to help with giving 

communion. Volunteers will need to some online training. 

If you can spare some time each week or fortnight please 

contact  either  office  –  OLOL  9639  8385  or  via 

olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  or  St  Michael’s  

9639 0598 or via admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au. 

Thank you. 

 

POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT  

Pope Francis continued his cycle of catechesis on 

Discernment, focusing on the theme “The subject off 

discernment. Desolation” 

 

ORDINATIONS TO THE DIACONATE 

David Dowling, one of our long-time parishioners, will be 

ordained to the permanent diaconate by Bishop Vincent at 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta, on Saturday, 

December 10 at 10.30am. He will be joined by Charles 

Abela, Jerome D’Rozario, Batsirai Maringehosi and Alan 

Skofic. 
 

David and his wife Dee have always been very active in 

our parish community, but for the last two years, David 

has been working at St John XXIII Parish, Stanhope 

Gardens, as part of his formation. David and his four 

confreres will bring the number of active permanent 

deacons to 20. 
 

We congratulate David and Dee, and the four other men 

and their families on this important step in their journey. 
 

You are also invited to the ordination of Tom Green to the 

diaconate at Mary Queen of the Family Parish, Allawah 

Street, Blacktown which will take place on Sunday, 27th 

November at 5.30pm. For Tom, this is a transitional step 

towards ordination to the priesthood. 

https://youtu.be/WezsxN7AgCU
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT   
 

In his address in Italy, the Pope continued his cycle of 
catechesis on Discernment, focusing on the theme: 
“The subject of discernment. Desolation”  
 

My child, when you come to serve the Lord, 
prepare yourself for testing. 
Set your heart right and be steadfast, 
and do not be impetuous in time of calamity…. 
Accept whatever befalls you, 
and in times of humiliation be patient. 
For gold is tested in the fire, 
and those found acceptable, in the furnace of 
humiliation. (Bible reading: Sir 2: 1-2, 4-5). 

 
Catechesis of the Holy Father 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 
Discernment, as we have seen in the previous 
catecheses, is not primarily a logical procedure; it is 
based on actions, and actions also have an affective 
connotation, which must be acknowledged, because 
God speaks to the heart. Let us then enter into the 
first affective mode, an object of 
discernment: desolation. What does this mean? 
 
Desolation has been defined as follows: “Darkness of 
soul, disturbance in it, movement to things low and 
earthly, the unquiet of different agitations and 
temptations, moving to want of confidence, without 
hope, without love, when one finds oneself all lazy, 
tepid, sad and as if separated from his Creator and 
Lord” (Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Spiritual Exercises, 
317). We all have experience of this. I believe that, in 
one way or another, we all have experienced of this, 
of desolation. The problem is how to interpret it, 
because it too has something important to tell us, 
and if we are in a hurry to free ourselves of it, we risk 
losing this. 
 
No-one wants to be desolate, sad: this is true. We 
would all like a life that is always joyful, cheerful and 
fulfilled. Yet, besides not being possible – because it 
is not possible – this would not be good for us either. 
Indeed, the change from a life oriented towards vice 
can start from a situation of sadness, of remorse for 
what one has done. The etymology of this word, 
“remorse”, is very beautiful: the remorse of the 
conscience, we all know this. Remorse: literally, it is 
the conscience that bites [in Italian, mordere] that 
does not permit peace. Alessandro Manzoni, in The 

QUO VADIS PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL AND ROME: 5 – 23 

SEPTEMBER 2023 

Details of my proposed pilgrimage to 

Israel and Rome next year are now 

available for download via this link or by 

via the QR code. Our pilgrimage will be 

following in the footsteps of St Peter.  

 

Paper copies with booking forms will be available in the 

Foyers of both Churches. Please feel free to forward these 

link to your friends or family.  

 

BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CATHOLIC CARE 

For those who wish to contribute to the Bishop’s 

Christmas appeal for Catholic Care’s Assistance with Care 

and Housing service, envelopes will be available next 

weekend or online at https://

yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal 

 

FOR THE DECEASED 

Please remember those for whom prayers have been 

requested, especially for: 

 

Recently deceased:   

Fr Peter Maher (ordained Sydney, 1976), Joan Moutou, 

Dorothy Rowan, John Walker, Veronica Sen 

 

Anniversary: 

Neville Chie, Raymond Keppie, Cecelia Dsouza,  

Eliane Vella, Walter Neiss 

 

 

Fr Wim 

 

 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the 

proper recording for the second collection, please include your 

envelope number if you have one. 

 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

  

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 

support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://

www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills   

https://www.olivetreetravel.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Flyer-for-Fr-Wim-Hoekstra-QUO-VADIS-Pilgrimage-in-Sep-2023-low96.pdf
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


Betrothed, gave us a wonderful description of 
remorse as an opportunity to change one’s life. It is 
about the famous dialogue between Cardinal 
Federico Borromeo and the Unnamed, who, after a 
terrible night, presents himself destroyed by the 
cardinal, who addresses him with surprising words: 
“You have some good news for me; why do you 
hesitate to tell it?” “Good news?” says the other. “I 
have hell in my soul [...]. Tell me, tell me, if you 
know, what good news could you expect from such a 
one as I”. “‘That God has touched your heart, and is 
drawing you to himself’ replied the cardinal 
calmly” (Ch. 23). God touches the heart, and 
something comes to you inwardly, sadness, remorse 
for something, and it is an invitation to set out on a 
new path. The man of God knows how to notice in 
depth what moves in the heart. 
 
It is important to learn how to read sadness. We all 
know what sadness is: all of us. But do we know how 
to interpret it? Do we know what it means for me, 
this sadness today? In our time, it – sadness – is 
mostly considered negatively, as an ill to avoid at all 
costs, and instead it can be an indispensable alarm 
bell for life, inviting us to explore richer and more 
fertile landscapes that transience and escapism do 
not permit. Saint Thomas defines sadness as a pain 
of the soul: like the nerves for the body, it redirects 
our attention to a possible danger, or a disregarded 
benefit (cf. Summa Theologica I-II, q. 36, a.1). 
Therefore, it is indispensable for our health; it 
protects us from harming ourselves and others. It 
would be far more serious and dangerous not to feel 
this, and to go ahead. At times sadness works like a 
traffic light: “Stop, stop! It is red, here. Stop”. 
 
For those, on the other hand, who have the desire to 
do good, sadness is an obstacle with which the 
tempter tries to discourage us. In that case, one 
must act in a manner exactly contrary to what is 
suggested, determined to continue what one had set 
out to do (cf. Spiritual Exercises, 318). Think of work, 
study, prayer, a commitment undertaken: if we 
abandoned them as soon as we felt boredom or 
sadness, we would never complete anything. This is 
also an experience common to the spiritual life: the 
road to goodness, the Gospel reminds us, is narrow 
and uphill, it requires combat, self-conquest. I begin 
to pray, or dedicate myself to a good work, and 
strangely enough, just then things come to mind that 
need to be done urgently – so as not to pray or do 
good works. We all experience this. It is important, 
for those who want to serve the Lord, not to be led 

astray by desolation. And this.. “But no, I don’t want 
to, tis is boring…” – beware. Unfortunately, some 
people decide to abandon the life of prayer, or the 
choice they have made, marriage or religious life, 
driven by desolation, without first pausing to 
consider this state of mind, and especially without 
the help of a guide. A wise rule says not to make 
changes when you are desolate. It will be the time 
afterwards, rather than the mood of the moment, 
that will show the goodness or otherwise of our 
choices. 
 
It is interesting to note, in the Gospel, that Jesus 
repels temptations with an attitude of firm 
resolution (cf. Mt 3: 14-15; 4: 1-11; 16; 21-23). Trials 
assail him from all sides, but always, finding in him 
this steadfastness, determined to do the will of the 
Father, they fail and cease to hinder his path. In 
spiritual life, trial is an important moment, as the 
Bible recalls explicitly, and says: “When you come to 
serve the Lord, prepare yourself for trials” (Sir 2:1). If 
you want to take the good path, prepare yourself: 
there will be obstacles, there will be temptations, 
there will be moments of sadness. It is like when a 
professor examines a student: if he sees that the 
student knows the essentials of the subject, he does 
not insist: the student has passed the test. But he 
must pass the test. 
 
If we know how to traverse loneliness and desolation 
with openness and awareness, we can emerge 
strengthened in human and spiritual terms. No trial 
is beyond our reach; no trial will be greater than 
what we can do. But do not flee from trials: see what 
this test means, what it means that I am sad: why am 
I sad? What does it mean that in this moment I am in 
desolation? What does it mean that I am in 
desolation and cannot go on? Saint Paul reminds us 
that no-one is tempted beyond his or her ability, 
because the Lord never abandons us and, with him 
close by, we can overcome every temptation (cf. 1 
Cor 10:13). And if we do not overcome it today, we 
get up another time, we walk and we will overcome 
it tomorrow. But we must not remain dead – so to 
speak – we must not remain defeated by a moment 
of sadness, of desolation: go forward. May the Lord 
bless this path – courageous! – of spiritual life, which 
is always a journey.  



Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of 
affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your captives from every 
place. 
 

First Reading Mal 3:19-20 

The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; and 
all the arrogant and the evil-doers will be like 
stubble. The day that is coming is going to burn them 
up, says the Lord of hosts, leaving them neither root 
nor stalk. But for you who fear my name, the sun of 
righteousness will shine out with healing in its rays. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.  

1. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp with the 
sound of music. With trumpets and the sound of 
the horn acclaim the King, the Lord.    (R.) 

2. Let the sea and all within it, thunder; the world, 
and all its peoples. Let the rivers clap their hands 
and the hills ring out their joy at the presence of 
the Lord.   (R.) 

3. For the Lord comes, he comes to rule the earth. 
He will rule the world with justice and the peoples 
with fairness.    (R.) 

 

Second Reading 2 Thess 3:7-12 

You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now 
we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we 
ever have our meals at anyone’s table without 
paying for them; no, we worked night and day, 
slaving and straining, so as not to be a burden on any 
of you. This was not because we had no right to be, 
but in order to make ourselves an example for you to 
follow. 
We gave you a rule when we were with you: not to 
let anyone have any food if he refused to do any 
work. Now we hear that there are some of you who 
are living in idleness, doing no work themselves but 
interfering with everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we order and call on people of this kind to go 
on quietly working and earning the food that they 
eat.   
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near 
at hand. 
Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Lk 21:5-19 

When some were talking about the Temple, 
remarking how it was adorned with fine stonework 
and votive offerings, Jesus said, ‘All these things you 
are staring at now – the time will come when not a 
single stone will be left on another: everything will 
be destroyed.’ And they put to him this question: 
‘Master,’ they said, ‘when will this happen, then, and 
what sign will there be that this is about to take 
place?’ 
‘Take care not to be deceived,’ he said, ‘because 
many will come using my name and saying, “I am he” 
and, “The time is near at hand.” Refuse to join them. 
And when you hear of wars and revolutions, do not 
be frightened, for this is something that must 
happen but the end is not soon.’ Then he said to 
them, ‘Nation will fight against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes 
and plagues and famines here and there; there will 
be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. 
‘But before all this happens, men will seize you and 
persecute you; they will hand you over to the 
synagogues and to imprisonment, and bring you 
before kings and governors because of my name – 
and that will be your opportunity to bear witness. 
Keep this carefully in mind: you are not to prepare 
your defence, because I myself shall give you an 
eloquence and a wisdom that none of your 
opponents will be able to resist or contradict. You 
will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, 
relations and friends; and some of you will be put to 
death. You will be hated by all men on account of my 
name, but not a hair of your head will be lost. Your 
endurance will win you your lives.’   
 
Communion Antiphon 

To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God 
the Lord. 
 

Next Sunday: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

2 Sam 5:1-3; Col 1:12-20; Lk 23:35-43 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
We are approaching the end of the Church’s liturgical year – 
that time when – to the terror of preachers – the readings 
become increasingly ‘eschatological’. No wise preacher, of 
course, would mention the word ‘eschatology’ from the 
pulpit. But to remind ourselves what scripture scholars 
mean by ‘eschatology’ may be useful when preparing 
homilies.  
 
 ‘Eschatology’ refers to teaching or speculation about what 
is going to happen in the future. More specifically, it deals 
with what will take place in that ‘final’ future (the Greek 
word eschaton means ‘limit’) when the whole universe will 
undergo radical transformation at the hands of God. In 
Judaism at the time of Jesus and indeed for two or three 
centuries before his birth, the expectation that the world as 
presently known was coming to an end or about to be 
radically transformed was widespread. What gave rise to 
this expectation and tended to sharpen it from time to time 
was the difficult situation in which the faithful in Israel found 
themselves, especially situations of oppression and 
persecution, at the hands of foreign powers. People longed 
for a time when God would intervene and institute a great 
judgment, where the oppressors and the wicked would be 
condemned and the faithful vindicated and saved. All, 
including the world order, would then be set at rights. The 
‘Kingdom’ or ‘Reign of God’ would be established. 
 
The hope for such a rescue gave rise to a whole new genre 
of literature described as ‘apocalyptic’ because it is normally 
cast in the form of a ‘revelation’ (apokalypsis being the 
Greek word for ‘revelation’). Apocalyptic literature tends to 
express the hope for salvation in highly symbolic form, with 
vivid imagery depicting upheavals and calamities on a 
cosmic scale (wars, earthquakes, stars falling from heaven, 
darkness over the earth, moon turning to blood and so 
forth). The purpose is to allow the faithful to be caught up 
imaginatively in the ultimate victory of God and to derive 
encouragement from this in their present trials. In colloquial 
terms, the essential message is: ‘hang in there’. Tough as the 
present times may be, all has been foreseen by God and is 
being drawn towards a final vindication.  
 
In many ways, handling the apocalyptic texts of the New 
Testament in a way that will help them communicate a 
message of encouragement presents preachers with their 
most difficult task. The error is to miss the symbolic and 
imaginative nature of the material: to take the scenarios it 
describes literally, as though they offered a recognisable and 
clear ‘program’ of events, rather than an affirmation of 
God’s triumph. All through the Christian centuries, sects and 
millennial movements of every kind have waxed strong – 
and dangerously – on the basis of a literal reading of such 
texts. 
 
Today’s First Reading, from the late prophetic Book of 
Malachi (3:19-20), in its brief span provides a classic 
illustration of apocalyptic eschatology: the sense of a coming 

day of judgment, which will have divergent outcomes for 
evildoers, on the one hand, and the faithful (those who ‘fear 
the Lord’s name’) on the other. In itself, of course, the text is 
not messianic. But, read in the light of the Gospel, it is hard 
not to hear in its attractive statement, ‘the sun of 
righteousness will shine out with healing in its rays’, a 
prophecy of the advent and ministry of Messiah Jesus. 
 
The Gospel itself, Luke 21:5-19, comes from the first half of 
the great discourse on future events that Jesus gives as his 
days in Jerusalem draw to their inevitable climax. Despite 
this location in his earthly life, the discourse really looks out 
beyond his death and resurrection to the time of the 
Church. It deals with what might be called the ‘passion of 
the disciples’, the trials and temptations that await them in 
the space of time before the Kingdom is finally in place. They 
would be persecuted, hauled before law-courts, and – most 
poignantly – suffer inner-community and inner-family 
division and betrayal. The discourse addresses this situation, 
showing that Jesus had accurately foreseen all these things 
and placed them in the context of a sequence of events 
leading up to the final triumph of God at the time of his own 
return as cosmic Lord.  
 
The ‘time of the Church’ addressed in the discourse has 
extended vastly beyond anything the early believers ever 
expected or foresaw. But we retain the doctrine of the 
‘Second Coming’ in our creeds, not because we literally 
believe – as fundamentalists do – that Jesus will one day 
appear on the clouds of heaven, but because we believe in 
the eventual triumph of God’s sovereignty in the universe. 
Until then all is provisional. Wars, famines, earthquakes 
continue. Those who proclaim the Gospel in word and deed, 
who work for justice and a more human life for all, are 
reviled, cast into prison and ‘disappeared’. Grounds for 
dismay, disillusionment, loss of faith are always there. The 
discourse is for our time as much as for early generations of 
believers.       

 From LiturgyHelp 



Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Some of the disciples were talking about the Temple, how 
beautiful it looked with its fine stones and gifts offered to 
God.”           Luke 21: 5-19 
 

The disciples’ appreciative remarks 
about the ornateness of the Temple 
elicited from Jesus a list of comments 
that they probably least expected. 
After all, it is likely that they were 
repeating comments of the kind made 

by countless visitors and pilgrims who had come to the 
Temple before them. 
 

Jesus, however, gave them a list of weighty issues to ponder 
and digest. What is worthy of note about this section of 
Luke’s Gospel is that it parallels similar passages in both 
Mark and Matthew that are something like Jesus’ final 
thoughts to those close to him before he was arrested, 
tortured and sent to his public execution. Today’s gospel-
reading is a summary to his disciples of what they could 
expect if they committed themselves to practicing 
everything he had taught them. 
 

In a response that must have deflated the disciples, Jesus 
offered a list of grim and unambiguous assertions, the 
meanings of which are probably best paraphrased: 
 

The first was a grim reminder that the beautiful Temple 
which the disciples so admired would one day be nothing 
more than a pile of rubble. Shocked by his prediction, the 
disciples wanted an indication as to when such destruction 
would happen. But Jesus bypassed their question and 
proceeded to give them a further warning. 
 

He warned them about expecting too much from organised 
religion that can sound as though it is able to offer quick 
answers to people’s hopes for instant salvation. He also 
made reference to religious charlatans who would come 
offering false hope by claiming to speak on behalf of Jesus 
himself: “Take care not to be misled. Many will come in my 
name saying: ‘I am he’ and ‘The time is at hand.’ Do not 
follow them.” (Luke 21:8) 
 
Then, without so much as a pause to breathe, he launched 
into a third point about war and violence. Extreme abuse of 
power resulting in war and conflict deter all our efforts to 
bring peace and calm fear. But we need to remind ourselves 
that such violence is bound to occur when greed and 
competition rear their ugly heads.  “Be sure”, he said, “not 
to let news of such events paralyse you with fear.” 
 
Then, as though he were running out of time to say 
everything he wanted, he had moved to his next point about 
the inevitability of the occurrence of natural disasters that 
would turn people’s lives upside down. “But don’t rush to 
interpret such events as signs that the end of the world is 
near. Wars between nations and natural disasters such as 
earthquakes, famines and plagues will all come and go, but, 
‘for you who would be my disciples, even worse experiences 

await you!’” (Luke 21:11) 
 
Then followed a brief comment on how government 
institutions can pervert the law to destroy the lives of those 
they are meant to protect. Acutely aware of people intent 
on ridding their world of him, Jesus warned that similar 
injustices awaited his disciples: “You will be arrested and 
persecuted and brought to trial before kings and 
governors” (Luke 21: 12). 
 
The final point that Jesus made was to be alert to the 
possibility of animosity and betrayal coming even from 
family members, some of whom would stop at nothing. 
(Luke 21: 16). 
 
Some of us may conclude that this outburst from Jesus was 
the result of the emotional pressure he felt as he reflected 
on his own experience of rejection, injustice and prejudice 
levelled at him by those whose lives he had made 
uncomfortable by the challenges he put to them. I’m 
inclined to think that he was more intent on urging his 
disciples to be alert to the painful forces that could be 
loosed against them not just by a violent and greedy world, 
not just by forces of nature, but by those who controlled the 
power of the religious institution to which they were 
adherents. There is something attractive about the flowers, 
the icons, the statues, the music, the incense and the rituals 
that are part of our religious practice and worship. But some 
of us have had experiences that make these things pale into 
insignificance. There comes a time for some of us when 
more painful events impinge on our religious consciousness. 
We all know of someone who has been emotionally or even 
sexually abused by religious people in whom they placed 
their trust. Such abuse does not belong only to our religious 
world. It has invaded the fabric of our political, institutional 
and sporting worlds. 
 
Sometimes, we can delude ourselves into thinking that 
religion is meant to desensitise us to the painful issues at 
work in our Church and our world. Jesus and his Gospel are 
surely intent on encouraging us to face openly and honestly 
those painful issues, however complex they happen to be. 
God’s Spirit is present and at work in the complexity of our 
own lives and in the complexity of the world around us. 
While we might be inclined to want to simplify complex 
situations and challenges, it is vital that we try to face them 
openly and squarely. In today’s second reading Paul gives us 
a good example of mixing reality with genuine love and care. 
He seems to have no hesitation in speaking the truth in love 
to the Thessalonian community to whom he wrote: “Indeed, 
when we were with you, we used to lay down the rule that 
anyone who would not work should not eat” (2 
Thessalonians 3: 10). 
 
However, we choose to live our religion, it is empty if it fails 
to lead us towards discipleship of the Jesus who taught us to 
live with courage, compassion, integrity and fearlessness, 
ever conscious of God’s Spirit somehow present under the 
messiness of the troubles which surround us.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



BECOMING A LECTOR 
Would you like to proclaim the Word of God at Mass? 

Lectors are needed for this very special ministry.  

Any confirmed, practicing Catholic over the age of 16 

is invited to volunteer.  

We ask that lectors serve approximately once a month at a 

Mass time of your choice and to volunteer at Holy Day 

Masses. If you are interested or would like more information, 

please contact the parish office on 9639 0598 or email 

admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Our Week 
 

Thursday 17 November 

Memorial - St Elizabeth of Hungary 

RED WEDNESDAY,  

23 NOVEMBER 2022 

Aid to the Church in Need 

(ACN) invites you to join in this special day to pray for and 

stand in solidarity with the 200+ million Christians 

persecuted for their faith.  Around the world, churches and 

public buildings will light up in red as a symbol of the sacrifice 

and suffering of our modern-day martyrs. In Australia, ten 

Cathedrals will be lit in red, with some holding Masses and 

prayer vigils for persecuted Christians. Parishes and groups 

may like to hold a prayer hour or pray the rosary 

together.  Individually, you may wish to go to Mass for 

someone who can’t or intentionally wear a religious symbol 

remembering those who cannot make such a public display 

of faith.  

To find out what is happening at a Cathedral near you and 

other ways to get involved visit www.aidtochurch.org/

redwednesday  

SAFEGUARDING RESPONDING TO DOMESTIC AND 

FAMILY VIOLENCE TRAINING: 22 NOVEMBER 
You are invited to a face-to-face training on the topic 

“Developing a Respectful Response to Domestic 

and Family Violence” on Tuesday 22 November from 

10am to 12pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre 

in Blacktown. The training is based on the Australian Bishops’ 

2022-23 Social Justice Statement and hosted by the Office 

for Safeguarding, MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology, and Catholic 

Care. Please register for this elective safeguarding module 

and help raise awareness about domestic violence. Email 

safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org  

STAY FOR A CUPPA! 
Our next morning tea hosted by the Alpha team 

will be this week after 10am mass.   

We’d love you to stay and 

have a chat, while the kids 

play on the grass outside (supervision 

provided – kids are welcome to bring their 

own balls/games).  Morning tea will be 

served at the side entrance of the church.  

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  ALL ARE WELCOME 

MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
 

November, the Month of the Holy Souls, is a special time to 
pray for the dead.  
November Mass Offering envelopes are available in the 
narthex and at the doors.  The normal offering for these is 
$20.00, but if this amount is unmanageable, please place 
the amount you can afford in the envelope.  These offerings 
will be distributed among the priests. 
Please print names clearly so that they can be transferred to 
a Book of Remembrance which will be kept on the 
Sanctuary throughout the month of November.  Envelopes 
may be put on either plate, in the office mail box or given to 
one of the priests. 

MIDNIGHT MASS CHOIR 
 

You are most welcome to join the Midnight 

Mass Choir - no experience necessary!   

First rehearsal is Tuesday 29 November at 7.30pm.   

Any enquiries please ring Lise Rider on 0412 125 821. 
NEW ANNUAL DIOCESAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP 

COMMISSIONING: SUNDAY 20 NOVEMBER  
You're invited to the annual World Youth Day 

diocesan celebration in-sync with Dioceses all 

around the world on the Feast of Christ the King. Join Catholic 

Youth Parramatta at St John XXIII Catholic College, Stanhope 

Gardens, on Sunday 20 November from 6pm for a family-

friendly celebration, vibrant liturgy, the LIFTED Band and 

commissioning of all Year 12 2023 school leaders and parish 

youth teams by Bishop Vincent.  

MASS AND PRAYERS FOR DECEASED CLERGY: 

FRIDAY 25 NOVEMBER  
The Diocese of Parramatta invites you to its first 

official Mass for our deceased clergy on Friday 25 

November at 10.30am at St Bernadette’s Parish, 

Castle Hill, followed by prayers at the gravesites of 

clergy buried in Castle Hill Cemetery. All are welcome to 

attend and give your gift of prayer to those whose lives were 

dedicated to bringing us all closer to Christ.  

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE DIOCESE OF 

PARRAMATTA CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON: 

WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER  
The Catholic Women’s League, Diocese of Parramatta, invites 

you to its fun and friendly Christmas Luncheon at St Anthony 

of Padua Parish Hall, 27 Aurelia Street, Toongabbie, on 

Wednesday 7 December from 12noon. The lunch will be $20 

a head, with the Catholic Women’s League subsidising most 

of the cost. For any enquiries, and to book individually or a 

table, please contact Lyn on 0412 689 261.   

POSITIONS VACANT 
Personal Assistant, Sisters of Mercy 

Parramatta. Full-time position and 

based at Parramatta.  

Please contact Anthony Spata at REACH Human Resources 

for further information on 0402 210 055.  

JOIN THE CATHOLIC BUSHWALKING CLUB  
The Sydney-based Catholic Bushwalking Club 

seeking new members to join their club. 

Membership is not restricted to Catholics, and is 

open to all who share an interest in bushwalking and the 

outdoors. Membership offers a choice of graded walks for a 

variety of fitness levels on most weekends, and some on 

weekdays. To learn more about the Club and to become a 

member, visit http://www.cbcnsw.org.au/ or call Adriana on 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.aidtochurch.org/redwednesday
http://www.aidtochurch.org/redwednesday
mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
tel:0402%20210%20055
http://www.cbcnsw.org.au/


Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2023 

 

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence next 

year in February. This is formation for anyone interested in serving 

within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary 

Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 

Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested or would like more 

information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 

or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an 

enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/  

mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE – Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass:  

Saturday 11 February 2023  
 

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick, will be held on Saturday 11 February 2023 at St 

Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.  

 

All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for 

the sick and dying and health care professionals. More information to 

come. 



Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Fr Peter Maher, Dorothy Rowan,  
John Walker, Veronica Sen, Joan Moutou 
and victims of the Corona Virus pandemic in 
NSW and around the world and those who 
have died in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
Neville Chie, Eliane Vella, Raymond Keppie, 
Cecelia Dsouza, Walter Neiss and all souls in 
our Book of Remembrance 
 
Sick: 
Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Kong Su Chong, 
Judy Poon, Barbara Ison, Jamal Kairouz, 
Ocean Dumlao, Jess Banayos, Katrina Obeid, 
Grace Dequena, Debra Price, Marie Bolton, 
Cynthia Gomes, Mary Burns, Salma Lattouf, 
Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  
Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, , Joe Maroun, 
Sean Angeles, Catherine Hemmings,  
Patricia MacDonald, Hazel Clasquin,  
Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi,  
Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

13 NOVEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

20 NOVEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
E. Riches, P. Sladen 

G. Dequena, P. Eustace,  

F. Ritky 
D 9 C 5 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
M. Cameron, C. Worthington E SR 

A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, 

J. Kerr 
SR SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
J. Van Gend, M. Reefman G SR 

C. Burton, A. Mantaring, 

S. Mantaring 
H 11 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
Youth, Youth, Youth K 8 N. Redden SR 12 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 13 NOVEMBER 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 20 NOVEMBER 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Shin, A. Mascari, L. Karam,  

L. Domanillo 

K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, 

W Ng 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

B. Bopguradzki, A. Lockwood, S. Espiritu, 

B. Smith 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit, 

R. McGuiness 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
N. Redden, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins, 

L. Dela Cruz 
N. Redden, R. Santon 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  13.11.22 WEEK BEGINNING  20.11.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 13.11.22  :   

Team 7 :  P. Kocsis 

Counters 20.11.22  :   

Team 8 :  T. Dalton 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 19.11.22 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

Saturday 26.11.22 : 

L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 19th/20th October 2022 -  Masses:         Sat  5pm:   S. Yao  

Sun  8am:        R. Baker      10am:         M. Almeida        6pm:     A. Saker 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

