
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Community 

 

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – 6th November 2022 

PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY NOVEMBER 4 

A COVID SAFE PARISH  
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

This weekend at St Michael’s we continue to celebrate the first 
communions for a number of our parishioners at both the parish 
Masses and 12noon Sunday Communion Mass. Please pray for 
our children and their families. 
 
NOVEMBER MASS OFFERINGS 
November is a time to remember those who have died, and our 
Book  of  Remembrance  at  both  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  and  
St Michael’s will contain the names of those for whom our 
prayers have been asked especially this month. 
 

November Mass offerings envelopes are still available at the 
doors. 
 
PARISH SURVEY 
Thank you to all those who took the time and energy to complete 
the Parish Survey. There were 173 responses to the Parish 
Survey and 103 responses to the School Survey. 
 

The Working Group is meeting this Thursday, 10 November, at 
OLOL at 7.30pm to consider initial results. 
 
CUP OF TEA AFTER THE 10am MASS NEXT WEEKEND 
There will be a cup of tea plus available after the 10am Mass at 
St Michael’s, hosted by the Alpha group. 
 
MASS LINK 
The Mass link for this Saturday for the Thirty-Second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE after that -  
https://youtu.be/IQPZvKukjy8. Please copy the link into browser 
if it does not immediately work. 
 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our 
Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the 
link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of 
Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for 
your help with this every week. 
 
HELP NEEDED 
We have a number of people who are housebound and we 
would like to offer them communion along with a visit during the 
week. We are also trying to build up a visiting/communion roster 
for residents at our aged  care facilities – Aminya Care, BUPA, 
Summit Care and MacKillop House. For this we need your help. 
 

We are willing to guide you - especially to help with giving 
communion. Volunteers will need to some online training. 
If you can spare some time each week or fortnight please 
contact either office – OLOL 9639 8385 or via 
olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au or St Michael’s 9639 0598 
or via admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au. Thank you.  
 
POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT 
Pope Francis continued his cycle of catechesis on Discernment, 
focusing on the theme “The elements of discernment. Desire” 
 
DAVID DOWLING TO BE ORDAINED TO THE PERMANENT 
DIACONATE 
Congratulations to David Dowling, one of our long-time 
parishioners, who will be ordained to the permanent diaconate 

by Bishop Vincent at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta, on 
Saturday, December 10 at 10.30am. Four other men who have 
been preparing with him will also be ordained to serve in our 
diocese. 
 

David and his wife Dee have always been very active in our 
parish community, but for the last two years, David has been 
working at St John XXIII Parish, Stanhope Gardens, as part of his 
formation. David and his four confreres will bring the number of 
active permanent deacons to 20. 
 

We congratulate David and Dee on this important step in their 
journey. 

 

QUO VADIS PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL AND ROME: 5 – 23  

SEPTEMBER 2023 

Details of my proposed pilgrimage to Israel and 

Rome next year are now available for download via 

this link or by via the QR code. Our pilgrimage will 

be following in the footsteps of St Peter.  
 

Paper copies with booking forms will be available 

in the Foyers of both Churches. Please feel free to forward these 

link to your friends or family. 

 

FOR THE DECEASED 

Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested, 

especially for: 
 

Recently deceased:   

Dorothy Rowan, John Walker, Salud Ayap, Justin Connellan, 

Andrew Sitaramayya 
 

Anniversary: 

Eddie David Lai 

 

The funeral of John Walker will be held at Our Lady of Lourdes 

Church on Tuesday, 8th November at 10am. 

 

The funeral of Dorothy Rowan will be held at St Michael’s Church 

on Thursday, 10th November at 11 am.   

 

Fr Wim 

 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the 

proper recording for the second collection, please include your 

envelope number if you have one. 

 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

  

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 

support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://

www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills   

https://youtu.be/IQPZvKukjy8
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.olivetreetravel.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Flyer-for-Fr-Wim-Hoekstra-QUO-VADIS-Pilgrimage-in-Sep-2023-low96.pdf
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT   
 

In his address in Italian, the Pope continued his cycle of 
catechesis on Discernment, focusing on the theme: “The 
elements of discernment. Desire”  
 

Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, 
called in Hebrew Bethzatha, which has five 
porticoes…One man was there who had been ill for 
thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there 
and knew that he had been there a long time, he 
said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” The 
sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put 
me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and 
while I am making my way, someone else steps 
down ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, 
take your mat and walk.” At once the man was 
made well, and he took up his mat and began 
to walk. (Bible reading: Jn 5: 2, 5-9). 

 
Catechesis of the Holy Father 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 
In these catecheses on discernment we are reviewing the 
elements of discernment. After prayer, one element, and 
self-knowledge, another element, that is, praying and 
knowing oneself, today I would like to talk about another 
indispensable, so to speak, “ingredient”: today I would 
like to talk about desire. In fact, discernment is a form of 
searching, and searching always stems from something we 
lack but somehow know, that we intuit. 
 
What kind of knowledge is this? Spiritual teachers refer to 
it by the term “desire”, which, at root, is a nostalgia for 
fullness that never finds full fulfilment, and is the sign of 
God’s presence in us. Desire is not the craving of the 
moment, no. The Italian word, desiderio, comes from a 
very beautiful Latin term, this is curious: de-sidus, literally 
“the lack of the star”. Desire is the lack of a lodestar, the 
lack of the reference point that orients the path of life; it 
evokes a suffering, a lack, and at the same time a tension 
to reach the good that we miss. Desire, then, is the 
compass to understand where I am and where I am going, 
or rather it is the compass to understand if I am still or if I 
am moving; a person who never desires is a person who is 
static, perhaps ill, almost dead. It is the compass to know 
if I am moving or if I am standing still. And how is it 
possible to recognize it? 
 
Let us think, a sincere desire knows how to touch deeply 
the chords of our being, which is why it is not extinguished 
in the face of difficulties or setbacks. It is like when we are 
thirsty: if we do not find something to drink, we do not 
give up; on the contrary, the yearning increasingly 
occupies our thoughts and actions, until we become 
willing to make any sacrifice in order to quench it, almost 

obsessed. Obstacles and failures do not stifle the desire, 
no; on the contrary, they make it even more alive in us. 
 
Unlike a momentary craving or emotion, desire lasts 
through time, even a long time, and tends to materialize. 
If, for example, a young person wishes to become a 
doctor, he or she will have to embark on a course of study 
and work that will occupy several years of his or her life, 
and consequently will have to set limits, say “no”, to say 
“no”, first of all to other courses of study, but also to 
possible diversions and distractions, especially during the 
most intense periods of study. However, the desire to give 
life a direction and to reach that goal – to become a 
doctor was the example – enables him or her to overcome 
these difficulties. Desire makes you strong, it makes you 
courageous, it makes you keep going forward, because 
you want to arrive at that: “I desire that”. 
 
In effect, a value becomes beautiful and more easily 
achievable when it is attractive. As some have said, “more 
important than being good is having the desire to become 
good”. Being good is something attractive, we all want to 
be good, but do we have the wish to become good? 
 
It is striking that Jesus, before performing a miracle, often 
questions the person about their desire: “Do you want to 
be healed?”. And at times this question seems out of 
place, it is clear the person is sick! For example, when he 
meets the paralytic in the pool of Bethesda, who had been 
there for many years and never managed to seize the 
right moment for getting into the water, Jesus asks him: 
“Do you want to be well?” (Jn 5:6). But how come? In 
reality, the paralytic’s answer reveals a series of strange 
resistances to healing, which do not relate only to him. 
Jesus’ question was an invitation to bring clarity to his 
heart, to welcome a possible leap forward: to no longer 
thing of himself and his own life “as a paralytic”, 
transported by others. But the man on the bed does not 
seem to be so convinced of this. By engaging in dialogue 
with the Lord, we learn to understand what we truly 
want from life. This paralytic is the typical example of 
those who say “Yes, yes, I want, I want, I want”, but then 
“I don’t want, I don’t want, I don’t want, I won’t do 
anything”. Wanting to do something becomes like an 
illusion and one does not take the step to do it. Those 
people who want and don’t want. This is bad, and that 
sick man, there for thirty-eight years, but always 
grumbling; “No, you know, Lord, but you know when the 
waters move – that is the moment of the miracle – you 
know, someone stronger than me comes along, they 
enter, and I get there too late”, and he complains and 
laments. But beware, because complaints are a poison, a 
poison to the soul, a poison to life, because they prevent 
the desire to go on from growing. Beware of complaints. 
When we complain in the family, married couples 
complain, one complains about the other, children about 
their father, priests about the bishop, or bishops about 
many other things… No, if you find yourself grumbling, 



 

Congratulations to the children 

who take your First Holy 

Communion this weekend,  

may the love of Jesus fill your 

life as you live under the 

shadow of His guiding light.  

beware, it is almost a sin, because stops desire from growing. 
 
Often it is indeed desire that makes the difference between a 
successful, coherent and lasting project, and the thousands of 
wishes and good intentions with which, as they say, “hell is paved 
with”: “Yes, I would like, I would like, I would like…”, but you do 
nothing. The era in which we live seems to promote the maximum 
freedom of choice, but at the same time it atrophies desire, you 
want to be satisfied continually, which is mostly reduced to the 
desire of the moment. And we must be careful not to atrophy 
desire. We are bombarded by a thousand proposals, projects, 
possibilities, which risk distracting us and not permitting us to 
calmly evaluate what we really want. Many times, many times, we 
find people, think about young people for example, with their 
telephone in their hand, looking at it… “But do you stop to think?” 
– “No”. Always turned outwards, towards the other. Desire cannot 
grow in this way, you live in the moment, satiated in the moment, 
and desire does not grow. 
 
Many people suffer because they do not know what they want 
from their lives, many of them; they have probably never got in 
touch with their deepest desire, they have never known: “What do 
you want from your life?” – “I don’t know”. Hence the risk of 
passing one’s existence between attempts and expedients of 
various kinds, never getting anywhere, and wasting precious 
opportunities. And so certain changes, though desired in theory, 
when the opportunity arises are never implemented, the strong 
desire to pursue something is lacking. 
 
If the Lord were to ask us, today, for example, any one of us, the 
question he asked the blind man in Jericho: “What do you want 
me to do for you?” (Mk 10:51) – let us think that the Lord today 
asks each one of us this: “What do you want me to do for you?” – 
how would we answer? Perhaps we could finally ask him to help 
us know our deepest desire, that God himself has placed in our 
heart: “Lord, may I know my desires, may I be a woman, a man of 
great desires”; perhaps the Lord will give us the strength to make 
it come true. It is an immense grace, the basis of all the others: to 
allow the Lord, as in the Gospel, to work miracles for us: “Give us 
desire and make it grow, Lord”. 
 
Because he too has a great desire for us: to make us share in his 
fullness of life. Thank you.  



Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

Let my prayer come into your presence. Incline your ear 
to my cry for help, O Lord. 
 

First Reading 2 Macc 7:1-2, 9-14 

There were seven brothers who were arrested with their 
mother. The king tried to force them to taste pig’s flesh, 
which the Law forbids, by torturing them with whips and 
scourges. One of them, acting as spokesman for the 
others, said, ‘What are you trying to find out from us? We 
are prepared to die rather than break the Law of our 
ancestors.’ 
With his last breath the second brother exclaimed, 
‘Inhuman fiend, you may discharge us from this present 
life, but the King of the world will raise us up, since it is 
for his laws that we die, to live again for ever.’ 
After him, they amused themselves with the third, who 
on being asked for his tongue promptly thrust it out and 
held out his hands, with these honourable words, ‘It was 
heaven that gave me these limbs; for the sake of his laws 
I disdain them; from him I hope to receive them again.’ 
The king and his attendants were astounded at the young 
man's courage and his utter indifference to suffering. 
When this one was dead they subjected the fourth to the 
same savage torture. When he neared his end he cried, 
‘Ours is the better choice, to meet death at men’s hands, 
yet relying on God’s promise that we shall be raised up by 
him; whereas for you there can be no resurrection, no 
new life.’     
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full.  

1. Lord, hear a cause that is just, pay heed to my cry. 
Turn your ear to my prayer: no deceit is on my lips.    
(R.) 

2. I keep my feet firmly in your paths; there was no 
faltering in my steps. I am here and I call, you will hear 
me, O God. Turn your ear to me; hear my words.   (R.) 

3. Guard me as the apple of your eye. Hide me in 
the shadow of your wings. As for me, in my justice I 
shall see your face and be filled, when I awake, with 
the sight of your glory.    (R.) 

 

Second Reading 2 Thess 2:16 - 4:5 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father 
who has given us his love and, through his grace, such 
inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope, comfort you 
and strengthen you in everything good that you do or say. 
Finally, brothers, pray for us; pray that the Lord’s 
message may spread quickly, and be received with 
honour as it was among you; and pray that we may be 
preserved from the interference of bigoted and evil 

people, for faith is not given to everyone. But the Lord is 
faithful, and he will give you strength and guard you from 
the evil one, and we, in the Lord, have every confidence 
that you are doing and will go on doing all that we tell 
you. May the Lord turn your hearts towards the love of 
God and the fortitude of Christ.   

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; glory and kingship 
be his for ever and ever. 
Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Lk 20:27-38 

Some Sadducees – those who say that there is no 
resurrection – approached Jesus and they put this 
question to him, ‘Master, we have it from Moses in 
writing, that if a man’s married brother dies childless, the 
man must marry the widow to raise up children for his 
brother. Well, then, there were seven brothers. The first, 
having married a wife, died childless. The second and 
then the third married the widow. And the same with all 
seven, they died leaving no children. Finally the woman 
herself died. Now, at the resurrection, to which of them 
will she be wife since she had been married to all seven?’ 
Jesus replied, ‘The children of this world take wives and 
husbands, but those who are judged worthy of a place in 
the other world and in the resurrection from the dead do 
not marry because they can no longer die, for they are 
the same as the angels, and being children of the 
resurrection they are sons of God. And Moses himself 
implies that the dead rise again, in the passage about the 
bush where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is God, not of 
the dead, but of the living; for to him all men are in fact 
alive.’   
 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me 
repose, near restful waters he leads me. 
 

Next Sunday: Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mal 3:19-20; 2 Thess 3:7-12; Lk 21:5-19 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
What the First Reading, from 2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14 
and the Gospel, Luke 20:27-38, have in common is clearly 
an affirmation of life after death, specifically resurrection. 
While the text from Maccabees sets the theme up 
usefully in this way, many contemporary readers might 
find offputting the idealised picture of martyrdom that it 
portrays – not shrinking from fairly specific detail. Were 
the young men quite so bold in the face of death as the 
text suggests? Is there not a touch of fanaticism here, a 
far too literal embrace of a better life beyond death – the 
sort of thing that in other contexts, all too familiar today, 
can lead to suicide bombings and other atrocities?  
 
Because of this, the reading needs careful handling. 
Genuine martyrdom is always an affirmation, not a denial, 
of life. People of faith are prepared to surrender their 
lives, not because they despise or belittle present human 
existence but because some values are so essential to 
human existence that they are, in fact, worth dying for. In 
this case what the brothers are affirming in their 
readiness to die is the value of the Torah (the law of 
Moses) to Israel. They do so, confident that God’s 
promise that in the Torah Israel will find life extends even 
beyond death. Their stance reflects a powerful belief in 
the fidelity and power of God. 
 
However, not all parties in the Judaism at the time of 
Jesus welcomed belief in resurrection. It was a matter of 
division, in particular, between the Pharisees, who 
affirmed it, and the Sadducees, who denied it. The latter 
armed themselves with quibbles of the kind illustrated in 
the Gospel that sought to make the notion of a risen 
existence ridiculous. The quibble derives from the 
prescription of the law of Moses whereby a man is 
required to raise up offspring for a brother who has died, 
‘so that his name may not be blotted out of Israel’ (Deut 
25:5-6; cf. Gen 38:8). In the (unlikely) event of all seven 
husbands predeceasing the woman, will she not find 
herself, in the risen existence, wife to all seven!  
 
The quibble rests upon a crass assumption that life after 
death would simply be a repetition or extension of life in 
the present time, with the same conditions applying. This 
flaw in the argument (still alive and strong in the religious 
imagination of many people today) enables Jesus to 
respond with a majestic two-stage clarification. First of all 
(vv. 34-36), in the case of the risen life we are dealing 
with a totally new situation. Those who share in the risen 
life enjoy the immunity to death that ‘the angels and 
children of God’, as spiritual beings, enjoy (‘children of 
God’ is synonymous with ‘angels’). But since no one dies 
any more, there is no longer any need for procreation and 
hence no need for marriage, the institution designed to 
supply it.  

 
If we look here for a rich theology of marriage, we shall 
surely be disappointed. But Jesus is not downplaying that 
institution or denying that faithful marital relationship in 
this life finds no resonance in the life to come. He is 
simply refuting the Sadducees within their own terms of 
reference. Their error is to fail to realise that to 
understand and speak appropriately of the resurrection 
involves a preparedness to contemplate a form of 
existence that, while fully human, will completely 
transcend the conditions and limitations of present life on 
earth.  
 
More significantly still, in the second part of his response 
(vv. 37-38), Jesus points out how the quibble trivializes 
both the nature of God and human relationship with God. 
The same Moses who wrote the prescription cited by the 
Sadducees, in a far more central passage recorded God’s 
self-identification to him at the burning bush (Exod 3:6) 
as, ‘I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob’. In that 
moment of revelation God did not say ‘I was the God of 
Abraham, ...’, but ‘I </>am</i> ...’. The description, 
evoking the eternal being of God (cf. later [Exod 3:14]: ‘I 
am who I am’), implies the continuing personal existence 
of those with whom God remains in relationship – 
including, necessarily, the three patriarchal figures listed. 
The relationship God seeks to forge with human beings 
here and now is one that causes them to enter into God’s 
own eternal being and so necessarily transcends death. 
Ultimately, then, denial of the resurrection is a denial of 
God as Israel – and the whole Judeo-Christian tradition 
stemming from Israel – conceives God to be. 
 
Rather a pity that the Second Reading is not taken from 
Paul’s treatment of the risen existence in 1 Cor 15:35-49 – 
though at least the one provided, 2 Thessalonians 2:16–
3:5, does stress the faithfulness of God as basis for 
Christian hope.      

 From LiturgyHelp 



Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“The lord is not God of the dead, but of the living, for to 
God all are alive.”            Luke 20: 27-38 
 

While today’s gospel-reading looks to be 
fairly complicated on the surface, it 
carries a message of great hope and 
encouragement for all of us and, by 
implication, shows us how to live our lives 

with meaning and purpose. In the process, it discloses the 
insincerity of the Sadducees in formulating a question to 
Jesus that seems to be motivated more by sham and 
mockery than a desire for an answer to a genuine real-life 
issue. As is so often the case, an appreciation of context 
helps us in unravelling the complexity of this gospel-reading. 
 
In the time of Jesus, the Sadducees were fewer in number 
than the Pharisees with whom they had differences of 
opinion on matters relating to the Law. Sadducees, for the 
most part, belonged to the upper classes of society and 
favoured literalist, fundamentalist and traditional 
interpretation of the Law. In their view, Torah and Moses 
were synonymous. They believed that the Books of Moses 
(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) 
were all formulated and dictated by Moses himself. They 
had little time for the theological and legal explorations and 
debates engaged in by the Pharisees. The Sadducees did not 
believe in life after death simply because it was not 
specifically mentioned in the Torah. Moreover, in the time of 
Jesus the concept of life after death or resurrection was 
relatively new even in the thinking of the Pharisees. The 
Pharisees believed in life after death but the Sadducees 
rejected it as totally out of hand. 
 
The law to which the Sadducees referred in framing their 
question to Jesus was one that existed in other ancient 
cultures as well as in Judaism and was known as the levirate 
law, which derived its name from the word levir, meaning a 
husband’s brother. The levirate law stipulated that if a 
married man died leaving his widow childless, the dead 
man’s brother was to marry the widow and treat their first 
son as the son of the man who had died. There are 
references to this law in both Genesis (38:8) and 
Deuteronomy (25: 5). The purpose of the law was to ensure 
that family property remained in the family that generated 
and owned it. The kind of afterlife to which the Pharisees 
subscribed was that it was an improvement on the earthly 
life with which they were familiar rather than a completely 
different kind of life. Jewish men believed that the greatest 
blessing in life was to have sons who, in their turn, would 
keep the family name well and truly alive. Consequently, 
they saw the afterlife as a state in which they would have an 
endless array of sons. Some decades later. notable Jewish 
scholars reinforced this view of the afterlife in their 
teachings. Rabbi Gamaliel II asserted that, in the afterlife, 
“Women will give birth daily”. And a descendant of his, 
Rabbi Eliezer, stated: “Every Israelite will have six hundred 
thousand sons”. I wonder if Jewish women imagined that as 
their understanding of the afterlife.  The farcical question 

which the Sadducees put to Jesus regarding the woman who 
married seven brothers in succession (all of whom died), 
entailed presenting the proposition that, even though Moses 
had promulgated the practice of the levirate law, he could 
not have subscribed logically to a belief in an afterlife.  
 

In responding to the riddle the Sadducees put to him, Jesus 
described the afterlife as something like the life of angels  -  
endless and very different from the life of human beings, a 
life in which marriage, conception and childbirth would not 
be necessary for the propagation of the human race. He 
made the point that God was capable of creating an utterly 
different kind of life, nothing like the kind of life humans 
experience. The rules, practices and customs of human life 
would no longer operate. Having said that, he then engaged 
with his questioners on their own ground, quoting to them 
from the Torah (the only Scripture to which they adhered) 
the section describing the encounter Moses had with God in 
the burning bush, in which God says: “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of 
Jacob” (Genesis 3, 6). This implies that, if God is the God of 
those Patriarchs, they are still alive. Moreover, the 
Sadducees knew well that God’s love is endless. Logically, 
then, they could only conclude that those whom God loves 
must still be enjoying some kind of life, different in kind from 
human life. In their efforts to force Jesus to provide textual 
proof of an afterlife, the Sadducees had forgotten to take 
into account the nature of God as eternal love for all whom 
God had loved into life. 
 

The logical consequence of all this is that the God who has 
loved every human being into life, the God whose love is 
unconditional and eternal, continues to love all of us 
endlessly. We, in turn, know in the depths of our heart that 
we are made for love and that after we experience human 
death a different kind of life awaits us, allowing us to 
continue to experience God’s love. That surely leaves in the 
dust any theory that our lives are meant to be endurance 
tests in which we earn or forfeit God’s love through our 
efforts and failures. 
 
In all of this, there is, I suggest, an implied corollary. I have 
long held the view that gifts reach their full potential only 
when they are shared. In that context, indelible in my mind 
is the memory of a comment made to me years ago by a 
young man who was dux of the College he attended. In 
conversing with him, I asked if other students came to him 
seeking assistance with their work. This was his reply: “I 
don’t give help to anyone. If I did that, they might get more 
marks than I in our examinations!” The most precious gift we 
have is life. The challenge for all of us is surely to live our 
lives to the full, sharing who we are and the other gifts with 
which we have been blessed to make our world a better 
place and to enrich the lives of everyone we encounter by 
the way we affirm, encourage and accompany them to grow 
into their best selves. Life’s journey is not a quest to get to 
heaven, is not about accumulating merit or brownie points 
to qualify for entry through the “pearly gates”. It is about 
living to the full the love that has been planted deep within 
us.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



Our Week 
 

Wednesday 9 November 

Feast - The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 

 

Thursday 10 November 

Memorial - St Leo the Great 

 

Friday 11 November 

Memorial - St Martin of Tours 

 

Saturday 12 November 

Memorial - St Josaphat 

RED WEDNESDAY,  

23 NOVEMBER 2022 

Aid to the Church in Need 

(ACN) invites you to join in this special day to pray for and 

stand in solidarity with the 200+ million Christians 

persecuted for their faith.  Around the world, churches and 

public buildings will light up in red as a symbol of the sacrifice 

and suffering of our modern-day martyrs. In Australia, ten 

Cathedrals will be lit in red, with some holding Masses and 

prayer vigils for persecuted Christians. Parishes and groups 

may like to hold a prayer hour or pray the rosary 

together.  Individually, you may wish to go to Mass for 

someone who can’t or intentionally wear a religious symbol 

remembering those who cannot make such a public display 

of faith.  

To find out what is happening at a Cathedral near you and 

other ways to get involved visit www.aidtochurch.org/

redwednesday  

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE IN 

DECEMBER CATHOLIC OUTLOOK MAGAZINE 
The Catholic Outlook Magazine reaches 8,000 

families in the Diocese of Parramatta. 

Advertising starts at only $240. To place your ad 

in the December edition, call Christina on 0439 594 726  

PEACE, JUSTICE & ECOLOGY SHARING:  

WED 9 NOVEMBER 
You are invited to a “Peace, Justice & 

Ecology Sharing” evening on 

Wednesday 9 November from 6.30pm 

to 8pm. These sharings are quarterly 

online gatherings for everyone who is interested in Social 

Justice, Care for Creation or Global Peace. They are an 

opportunity to connect, meet like-minded people, find out and 

discuss what is currently happening in the Peace, Justice & 

Ecology space. 

  

SAFEGUARDING RESPONDING TO DOMESTIC AND 

FAMILY VIOLENCE TRAINING: 22 NOVEMBER 
You are invited to a face-to-face training on the topic 

“Developing a Respectful Response to Domestic 

and Family Violence” on Tuesday 22 November 

from 10am to 12pm at the Bishop Bede Heather 

Centre in Blacktown. The training is based on the Australian 

Bishops’ 2022-23 Social Justice Statement and hosted by the 

Office for Safeguarding, MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology, and 

Catholic Care. Please register for this elective safeguarding 

module and help raise awareness about domestic violence. 

Email safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org  

STAY FOR A CUPPA! 
Our next morning tea hosted by the Alpha team 

will be SUNDAY 13th NOVEMBER after 10am 

mass.   

We’d love you to stay and have a chat, while the 

kids play on the grass outside (supervision provided – kids 

are welcome to bring their own balls/games).  Morning tea 

will be served at the side entrance of the church.  

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Can I help too? Yes you can!  

Click on the QR code to find out 

more 

MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
 

November, the Month of the Holy Souls, is a special time to 
pray for the dead. 
 

November Mass Offering envelopes are available in the 
narthex and at the doors.  The normal offering for these is 
$20.00, but if this amount is unmanageable, please place 
the amount you can afford in the envelope.  These offerings 
will be distributed among the priests. 
 

Please print names clearly so that they can be transferred to 
a Book of Remembrance which will be kept on the 
Sanctuary throughout the month of November.  Envelopes 
may be put on either plate, in the office mail box or given to 
one of the priests. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Children’s liturgy will recommence on the 13th 
November and will continue at every 10 o’clock 
Mass until the end of the school year. 
 

This will be the last year Mrs Day and I co-ordinate and run 
Children’s Liturgy. We would love to see this valuable 
tradition continue; however, we need your support!  
 

If you have school age children and would like to see what is 
involved in our Sunday lessons, you are most welcome to join 
us on any Sunday. We are very happy to have you watch and 
help during these lessons.  
 

We are hopeful that a small group might then be willing to 
share the task of preparing and planning these sessions on a 
weekly basis. 
 

Louise van Gend  

MIDNIGHT MASS CHOIR 
 

You are most welcome to join the Midnight 

Mass Choir - no experience necessary!   

First rehearsal is Tuesday 29 November at 7.30pm.   

Any enquiries please ring Lise Rider on 0412 125 821. 

 

The funeral Mass of John Walker will be held 
on Tuesday 8th November at 10am in  

Our Lady of Lourdes Church. 
 

The funeral Mass of Dorothy Rowan will be 
held on Thursday 10th November at 11am in 

St Michael’s Church. 

http://www.aidtochurch.org/redwednesday
http://www.aidtochurch.org/redwednesday
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org


 

Open invitation to the Parramatta Street Feast: 12 November 
 

Parishioners in the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to the Parramatta 

Street Feast on Saturday 12 November at 12pm to commemorate the 

World Day of the Poor. Come and share a meal and company with 

members of our community who are on the margins of society.  
 

This free event will be held at Prince Alfred Square in Parramatta from 

12pm to 2pm. All are welcome. For more details contact 

met@parracatholic.org 

mailto:met@parracatholic.org


Thank you for your meaningful support and impact 
 

 

Dear the Parish of Baulkham Hills Community, 

 

We want to sincerely thank you for your kind and generous donations for our Foodbank. Thank you for 

the social impact you are creating and for accompanying our sisters and brothers in our community. 

 

Your kind donation has made it possible for us to support 3000 people over the last year. This has 

included being able to deliver foodbank to 140 households weekly and send through monthly food 

payments to 80 households. The need at the moment is very high which has meant $40,000 a month has 

needed to be spent to help our clients with emergency relief. This has included being able to help cover 

rent, medical expenses and food. People seeking asylum are not eligible for Centrelink payments and 

many say charities like the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Australia have been their only hope, especially 

over the last few years when things have been extra hard with the pandemic. 

 

It is only thanks to communities like yours, that JRS Australia can continue to respond to these urgent 

calls for critical support each day. The JRS team works tirelessly to attend to and respond with care to as 

many families and individuals as possible. Your generous contribution helps JRS to continue to provide 

Foodbank access and important personal items. 

 

Your faith in action gives hope and dignity to families and individuals who were forced to flee their home 

and have been left completely behind. The forcibly displaced people we serve are forever grateful for 

you, our wonderful supporter, as it’s thanks to you that JRS continues offering a place where they feel 

welcomed, listened and supported. 

 

On behalf of all of us at JRS, we thank you for giving lifesaving support to refugees and people seeking 

asylum in situations of extreme hardship, and for making a difference in so many lives. 

 

With deep gratitude, 

The Jesuit Refugee Service Australia family 

18 October 2022 

 

PS We are so grateful to the Parish community and to Bill for dropping off another donation on the  

20th of October. To have two generous donations within two months of each other really makes a 

huge huge difference to the 240 households we are supporting at the moment through foodbank. 

Please accept our deep gratitude.  



Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Dorothy Rowan, John Walker, Salud Ayap,  
Justin Connellan, Andrew Sitaramayya and 
victims of the Corona Virus pandemic in 
NSW and around the world and those who 
have died in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
Eddie Lai, Cecilia R. Cuaycong,  
Marilu R. Dayrit and all souls in our Book of 
Remembrance 
 
Sick: 
Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Kong Su Chong, 
Judy Poon, Barbara Ison, Jamal Kairouz, 
Ocean Dumlao, Jess Banayos, Katrina Obeid, 
Grace Dequena, Debra Price, Marie Bolton, 
Cynthia Gomes, Mary Burns, Salma Lattouf, 
Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  
Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, , Joe Maroun, 
Sean Angeles, Catherine Hemmings,  
Patricia MacDonald, Hazel Clasquin,  
Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi,  
Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

06 NOVEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

13 NOVEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt C 5 B 1 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, 

G. Machado, V. Vella 
SR SR M. Cameron, C. Worthington E SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique I 3 J. Van Gend, M. Reefman G SR 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
S. Stagnitta, R. Santos SR 4 Youth, Youth, Youth K 8 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 06 NOVEMBER 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 13 NOVEMBER 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, L. Karam, 

E. Riches 

G. Shin, A. Mascari, L. Karam,  

L. Domanillo 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, 

S. Espiritu, C. Harding 

B. Bopguradzki, A. Lockwood, S. Espiritu, 

B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis N. Redden, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
P. Finnerty, E. Lee, Youth, Youth 

J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins, 

L. Dela Cruz 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  06.11.22 WEEK BEGINNING  13.11.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 06.11.22  :   

Team 6 :  K. Cope 

Counters 13.11.22  :   

Team 7 :  P. Kocsis 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 12.11.22 : 

L. Laksana, N. Fernando 

Saturday 19.11.22 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 12th/13th October 2022 -  Masses:         Sat  5pm:    M. D’Souza 

Sun  8am:     J. Mariadassou         10am:        M. Essy          6pm:     Y/T Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

