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By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  
Fr Andrew Rooney 

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
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Mr. Steven Haskins 
 

RESURRECTION LIFE    
~ Reflection by Pope Francis 

Within just days of the Solemnity of All Saints and of 
the Commemoration of the faithful departed, this 
Sunday’s Liturgy invites us once again to reflect upon 
the mystery of the resurrection of the dead. The 
Gospel (cf. Lk 20:27- 38) presents Jesus confronted 
by several Sadducees, who did not believe in the 
resurrection and considered the relationship with 
God only in the dimension of earthly life. Therefore, 
in order to place the resurrection under ridicule and 
to create difficulty for Jesus, they submit a 
paradoxical and absurd case: that of a woman who’d 

had seven husbands, all brothers, who died one after the other. Thus came the 
malicious question posed to Jesus: in the resurrection, whose wife will the 
woman be (v. 33)?  

Jesus does not fall into the snare and emphasizes the truth of the resurrection, 
explaining that life after death will be different from that on earth. He makes his 
interlocutors understand that it is not possible to apply the categories of this 
world to the realities that transcend and surpass what we see in this life. He 
says, in fact: “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage; but those 
who are accounted worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the 
dead neither marry nor are given in marriage” (vv. 34-35). With these words, 
Jesus means to explain that in this world we live a provisional reality, which 
ends; conversely, in the afterlife, after the resurrection, we will no longer have 
death as the horizon and will experience all things, even human bonds, in the 
dimension of God, in a transfigured way. Even marriage, a sign and instrument 
of God in this world, will shine brightly, transformed in the full light of the 
glorious communion of saints in Paradise.  

The “sons of heaven and of the resurrection” 
are not a few privileged ones, but are all men 
and all women, because the salvation that 
Jesus brings is for each one of us. And the life 
of the risen shall be equal to that of angels (cf. 
v. 36), meaning wholly immersed in the light of 
God, completely devoted to his praise, in an 

eternity filled with joy and peace. But pay heed! Resurrection is not only the fact 
of rising after death, but is a new genre of life which we already experience now; 
it is the victory over nothing that we can already anticipate. Resurrection is the 
foundation of the faith and of Christian hope. Were there no reference to 
Paradise and to eternal life, Christianity would be reduced to ethics, to a 
philosophy of life. Instead, the message of Christian faith comes from heaven, it 
is revealed by God and goes beyond this world. Belief in resurrection is essential 
in order that our every act of Christian love not be ephemeral and an end in 
itself, but may become a seed destined to blossom in the garden of God, and to 
produce the fruit of eternal life. 

 

   Catholic Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 
Telephone 02 9639 8385 ▪ olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au   

▪ www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.ololbhs.org.au/


 
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   

Let my prayer come into your presence. 
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

First Reading   2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14 

A reading from the second book of Maccabees 

The king of the world will receive us into life eternal at 
the resurrection. 

There were seven brothers who were arrested with 
their mother. The king tried to force them to taste pig’s 
flesh, which the Law forbids, by torturing them with 
whips and scourges. One of them, acting as spokesman 
for the others, said, ‘What are you trying to find out 
from us? We are prepared to die rather than break the 
Law of our ancestors.’ 

With his last breath the second brother exclaimed, 
‘Inhuman fiend, you may discharge us from this present 
life, but the King of the world will raise us up, since it is 
for his laws that we die, to live again for ever.’ 

After him, they amused themselves with the third, who 
on being asked for his tongue promptly thrust it out and 
held out his hands, with these honourable words, ‘It was 
heaven that gave me these limbs; for the sake of his laws 
I disdain them; from him I hope to receive them again.’ 
The king and his attendants were astounded at the 
young man's courage and his utter indifference to 
suffering. 

When this one was dead they subjected the fourth to 
the same savage torture. When he neared his end he 
cried, ‘Ours is the better choice, to meet death at men’s 
hands, yet relying on God’s promise that we shall be 
raised up by him; whereas for you there can be no 
resurrection, no new life.’ 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response: Lord, when your glory appears, 
my joy will be full. 

1. Lord, hear a cause that is just,  
 pay heed to my cry. 
 Turn your ear to my prayer: 
 no deceit is on my lips. (R.) 

2. I keep my feet firmly in your paths;  
 there was no faltering in my steps. 
 I am here and I call, you will hear me, O God. 
 Turn your ear to me; hear my words. (R.) 

3. Guard me as the apple of your eye.  
 Hide me in the shadow of your wings. 
 As for me, in my justice I shall see your face 
 and be filled, when I awake, with the sight of your 
 glory. (R.) 

 

 

 

Second Reading   2 Thes 2:16 - 3:5 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 

May the Lord strengthen you in everything good that 
you do or say. 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father 
who has given us his love and, through his grace, such 
inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope, comfort you 
and strengthen you in everything good that you do or 
say. 

Finally, brothers, pray for us; pray that the Lord’s 
message may spread quickly, and be received with 
honour as it was among you; and pray that we may be 
preserved from the interference of bigoted and evil 
people, for faith is not given to everyone. But the Lord 
is faithful, and he will give you strength and guard you 
from the evil one, and we, in the Lord, have every 
confidence that you are doing and will go on doing all 
that we tell you. May the Lord turn your hearts 
towards the love of God and the fortitude of Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 
glory and kingship be his for ever and ever. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel     Lk 20:27-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
He is not a God of the dead but of the living. 
Some Sadducees – those who say that there is no 
resurrection – approached Jesus and they put this 
question to him, ‘Master, we have it from Moses in 
writing, that if a man’s married brother dies childless, 
the man must marry the widow to raise up children for 
his brother. Well, then, there were seven brothers. The 
first, having married a wife, died childless. The second 
and then the third married the widow. And the same 
with all seven, they died leaving no children. Finally the 
woman herself died. Now, at the resurrection, to which 
of them will she be wife since she had been married to 
all seven?’ 
Jesus replied, ‘The children of this world take wives and 
husbands, but those who are judged worthy of a place 
in the other world and in the resurrection from the dead 
do not marry because they can no longer die, for they 
are the same as the angels, and being children of the 
resurrection they are sons of God. And Moses himself 
implies that the dead rise again, in the passage about 
the bush where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is God, 
not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all men are 
in fact alive.’ 
Communion Antiphon    
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me 
repose, near restful waters he leads me. 
 



REFLECTION FOR THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 

 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

“The Lord is not God of the dead, but of the living, for to God all are alive.” 

Luke 20: 27-38 

While today’s gospel-reading looks to be fairly complicated on the surface, it carries 
a message of great hope and encouragement for all of us and, by implication, shows 
us how to live our lives with meaning and purpose. In the process, it discloses the 
insincerity of the Sadducees in formulating a question to Jesus that seems to be 
motivated more by sham and mockery than a desire for an answer to a genuine real-
life issue. As is so often the case, an appreciation of context helps us in unravelling 
the complexity of this gospel-reading. 

In the time of Jesus, the Sadducees were fewer in number than the Pharisees with 
whom they had differences of opinion on matters relating to the Law. Sadducees, 
for the most part, belonged to the upper classes of society and favoured literalist, 
fundamentalist and traditional interpretation of the Law. In their view, Torah and 
Moses were synonymous. They believed that the Books of Moses (Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) were all formulated and dictated by Moses 
himself. They had little time for the theological and legal explorations and debates 
engaged in by the Pharisees. The Sadducees did not believe in life after death simply 
because it was not specifically mentioned in the Torah. Moreover, in the time of 
Jesus the concept of life after death or resurrection was relatively new even in the 
thinking of the Pharisees. The Pharisees believed in life after death but the 
Sadducees rejected it as totally out of hand. 

The law to which the Sadducees referred in framing their question to Jesus was one 
that existed in other ancient cultures as well as in Judaism and was known as the 
levirate law, which derived its name from the word levir, meaning a husband’s 
brother. The levirate law stipulated that if a married man died leaving his widow 
childless, the dead man’s brother was to marry the widow and treat their first son 
as the son of the man who had died. There are references to this law in both Genesis 
(38:8) and Deuteronomy (25: 5). The purpose of the law was to ensure that family 
property remained in the family that generated and owned it. The kind of afterlife 
to which the Pharisees subscribed was that it was an improvement on the earthly 
life with which they were familiar rather than a completely different kind of life. 
Jewish men believed that the greatest blessing in life was to have sons who, in their  



 

turn, would keep the family name well and truly alive. Consequently, they saw the 
afterlife as a state in which they would have an endless array of sons. Some decades 
later. notable Jewish scholars reinforced this view of the afterlife in their teachings. 
Rabbi Gamaliel II asserted that, in the afterlife, “Women will give birth daily”. And a 
descendant of his, Rabbi Eliezer, stated: “Every Israelite will have six hundred 
thousand sons”. I wonder if Jewish women imagined that as their understanding of 
the afterlife.  The farcical question which the Sadducees put to Jesus regarding the 
woman who married seven brothers in succession (all of whom died), entailed 
presenting the proposition that, even though Moses had promulgated the practice 
of the levirate law, he could not have subscribed logically to a belief in an afterlife.  

In responding to the riddle the Sadducees put to him, Jesus described the afterlife 
as something like the life of angels  -  endless and very different from the life of 
human beings, a life in which marriage, conception and childbirth would not be 
necessary for the propagation of the human race. He made the point that God was 
capable of creating an utterly different kind of life, nothing like the kind of life 
humans experience. The rules, practices and customs of human life would no longer 
operate. Having said that, he then engaged with his questioners on their own 
ground, quoting to them from the Torah (the only Scripture to which they adhered) 
the section describing the encounter Moses had with God in the burning bush, in 
which God says: “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
the God of Jacob” (Genesis 3, 6). This implies that, if God is the God of those 
Patriarchs, they are still alive. Moreover, the Sadducees knew well that God’s love 
is endless. Logically, then, they could only conclude that those whom God loves 
must still be enjoying some kind of life, different in kind from human life. In their 
efforts to force Jesus to provide textual proof of an afterlife, the Sadducees had 
forgotten to take into account the nature of God as eternal love for all whom God 
had loved into life. 

The logical consequence of all this is that the God who has loved every human being 
into life, the God whose love is unconditional and eternal, continues to love all of 
us endlessly. We, in turn, know in the depths of our heart that we are made for love 
and that after we experience human death a different kind of life awaits us, allowing 
us to continue to experience God’s love. That surely leaves in the dust any theory 
that our lives are meant to be endurance tests in which we earn or forfeit God’s love 
through our efforts and failures. 

In all of this, there is, I suggest, an implied corollary. I have long held the view that 
gifts reach their full potential only when they are shared. In that context, indelible 
in my mind is the memory of a comment made to me years ago by a young man 
who was dux of the College he attended. In conversing with him, I asked if other 
students came to him seeking assistance with their work. This was his reply: “I don’t 
give help to anyone. If I did that, they might get more marks than I in our 
examinations!” The most precious gift we have is life. The challenge for all of us is 
surely to live our lives to the full, sharing who we are and the other gifts with which 
we have been blessed to make our world a better place and to enrich the lives of 
everyone we encounter by the way we affirm, encourage and accompany them to 
grow into their best selves. Life’s journey is not a quest to get to heaven, is not about 
accumulating merit or brownie points to qualify for entry through the “pearly 
gates”. It is about living to the full the love that has been planted deep within us.   



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers the 
relatives and friends of our Parish 
Communities for whom prayers have 
been requested: 

 
Recently Deceased: John Walker 

Anniversaries: Bob Coxall, Alvie Callaghan 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Mabel Yabsley, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel Uvero 
(Lourdes Subijano’s brother),Melba Oki, David Wadick, Peter 
Dawson, Harry Williams, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, 
Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara,  David 
Molina, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, Holly 
Burns, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel 
Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, 
Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Richard Meagher and all who are 
ill or struggling as a result of the Coronavirus throughout the 
world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.   

Adoration commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant we have low 
gluten (negligible) hosts to enable you to receive 

the Body of Christ in Communion. 
Please speak to Father or the Acolyte 
before Mass. Please go to the priest 
celebrating Mass to receive Communion.  
 
 

The following links will take you to the 6.00pm  live-streaming 
of Saturday evening Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church for 
the month of October: 
 
5th November 2022, THE THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME ......... https://youtu.be/IQPZvKukjy8 
  
12th November 2022, THE THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME ......... https://youtu.be/WezsxN7AgCU 
  
19th November 2022, OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE 
UNIVERSE ......... https://youtu.be/kECAZtCd1TI 
  
26th November 2022, FIRST SUNDAY  ADVENT 
......... https://youtu.be/BMludJzGlGU 

John Walker – Rest in Peace 
We offer our prayers and 
sincere sympathy to the family 
and friends of a very dear 
member of our Parish 
community of Our Lady of 
Lourdes who passed away 
earlier this week. 

John has been a long-time parishioner who will be very 
much missed by those who knew him. 
May he now rest peacefully in the loving arms of his 
Lord and Saviour in whom he placed so much faith.  

Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of John will 
be celebrated at Our Lady of Lourdes this Tuesday 8th 
November at 10.00am. 

November ~ Month of Holy Souls  

 
 
 
 

November, traditionally the Month of the Holy Souls, is a 
special time when we offer prayers for our deceased 
loved ones and others who have died.  Mass requests 
are placed in the Book of Saints, placed before the Altar 
and our Masses during the month of November are 
offered for these intentions.  
Please PRINT names clearly. November Mass Offering 
Envelopes are available at the back of the church. Please 
place the amount you can afford in the envelope. These 
offerings will be distributed among the priests who will 
be offering Mass for your November intentions. 
Envelopes may be placed in the collection boxes at the 
back of the church, given to the Parish Office or given to 
one of our priests.  

Children’s Rosary Movement  

A small group of children continues to 
meet with their parents each Monday 
afternoon to pray “The Rosary” at Our 
Lady of Lourdes. You are very welcome 
to join us each week or on 
commitment. 

Petitions to Our Lady can be placed in 
in the Petition Box that is located at the back of the 
church and the children will pray for these intentions 
each time they meet.  
 

MET Worship Formation for Ministers at the Altar:  

~ 12th  November 
The Worship – Mission Enhancement Team is organising 
an Ongoing Formation Day for Ministers at the Altar, 
Adult servers and Acolytes on Saturday 12th November at 
the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown, from 9.30am 
to 3pm.  
 
Morning tea and lunch will be provided. To register, 
please contact the Worship team on (02) 8838 3456 
or  mary.gale@parracatholic.org 

https://youtu.be/IQPZvKukjy8
https://youtu.be/WezsxN7AgCU
https://youtu.be/kECAZtCd1TI
https://youtu.be/BMludJzGlGU
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org


PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY NOVEMBER 4 
A COVID SAFE PARISH 

Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend at St Michael’s we continue to celebrate 
the first communions for a number of our parishioners 
at both the parish Masses and 12noon Sunday 
Communion Mass. Please pray for our children and 
their families. 

NOVEMBER MASS OFFERINGS 

November is a time to remember those who have 
died, and our Book of Remembrance at both Our Lady 
of Lourdes and St Michael’s will contain the names of 
those for whom our prayers have been asked 
especially this month. 

November Mass offerings envelopes are still available 
at the doors. 

PARISH SURVEY 

Thank you to all those who took the time and energy 
to complete the Parish Survey. There were 174 
responses to the Parish Survey and 104 responses to 
the School Survey. 

The Working Group is meeting this Thursday, 10 
November, at OLOL at 7.30pm to consider initial 
results. 

CUP OF TEA AFTER THE 10am MASS NEXT 
WEEKEND 

There will be a cup of tea plus available after the 10am 
Mass at St Michael’s, hosted by the Alpha group. 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Thirty-Second 
Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on 
YOUTUBE after that -  https://youtu.be/IQPZvKukjy8. 
Please copy the link into browser if it does not 
immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm 
from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK 
links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. 
Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this 
every week. 

HELP NEEDED 

We have a number of people who are housebound 
and we would like to offer them communion along 
with a visit during the week. We are also trying to 
build up a visiting/communion roster for residents at 
our aged-care facilities – Aminya Care, BUPA, Summit 
Care and MacKillop House. For this we need your 
help. 

We are willing to guide you - especially to help with 
giving communion. Volunteers will need to some 
online training.  

 

 

If you can spare some time each week or fortnight 
please contact either office – OLOL 9639 8385 or via 
olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au or St Michael’s 
9639 0598 or via 
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au. Thank you. 

POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT  
Pope Francis continued his cycle of catechesis on 
Discernment, focusing on the theme “The elements of 
discernment. Desire” 

DAVID DOWLING TO BE ORDAINED TO THE 
PERMANENT DIACONATE 

Congratulations to David Dowling, one of our long-
time parishioners, who will be ordained to the 
permanent diaconate by Bishop Vincent at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Parramatta, on Saturday, December 10 at 
10.30am. Four other men who have been preparing 
with him will also be ordained to serve in our diocese. 

David and his wife Dee have always been very active 
in our parish community, but for the last two years, 
David has been working at St John XXIII Parish, 
Stanhope Gardens, as part of his formation. David and 
his four confreres will bring the number of active 
permanent deacons to 20. 

We congratulate David and Dee on this important 
step in their journey. 

QUO VADIS PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL AND ROME:  
5 – 23  SEPTEMBER 2023 
Details of my proposed pilgrimage to Israel 
and Rome next year are now available for 
download via this link or by via the QR code. 
Our pilgrimage will be following in the 
footsteps of St Peter.  

Paper copies with booking forms will be available in 
the Foyers of both Churches. Please feel free to 
forward these link to your friends or family. 

FOR THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 

Recently deceased:   Dorothy Rowan, John 
Walker, Salud Ayap, Justin Connellan, Andrew 
Sitaramayya 

Anniversary: Eddie David Lai, Bob Coxall,  Alvie 
Callaghan 

The funeral of John Walker will be held at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Church on Tuesday, 8th November at 
10am. 

The funeral of Dorothy Rowan will be held at St 
Michael’s Church on Thursday, 10th November at 11 
am.      

Fr Wim 

https://youtu.be/IQPZvKukjy8
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.olivetreetravel.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Flyer-for-Fr-Wim-Hoekstra-QUO-VADIS-Pilgrimage-in-Sep-2023-low96.pdf


 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB   067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish 

 BSB   067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulk
hamhills 
 

  
If a member of your family or friend who is Catholic is 
admitted into The Hills Private Hospital, Norwest Private 
Hospital or Lakeview Private Hospital Norwest and 
would like to receive Holy Communion or to be visited by 
a Priest, please notify the parish office on 9639 8385 or 
email olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
Please Note: The Hospital is unable to make contact 
with a priest directly – the request must come from the 
patient or their family so please let us know if you 
require a hospital visitation by a priest or minister of 
communion 

Have you considered sharing the gift of your 
Catholic faith with Catholic children in the state 
schools by becoming a Special Religious Education 
(SRE) Teacher/ Catechist? 
We provide all the training necessary, the teacher’s guide 
and student activity book for every lesson. 
For more details about the ministry, how it works and how 
you could become involved, please talk to: 

Parish Coordinator: Alain Vella   0406103 010 
Parish Secretary, OLOL : Louise Ryall  9639 8385 

Christian Meditation Introduction and Renewal Day: 
20 November 

You are invited to a Christian Meditation Introduction 
and Renewal Day at St Benedict’s Monastery, 121 
Arcadia Rd, Arcadia, on Sunday 20 November from 
10.30am to 3pm, with registration from 10am and Mass 
celebrated in the afternoon. Morning tea will be 
provided, but BYO picnic lunch and other refreshments. 
No need to register ahead of time. For enquiries, please 
contact either Ann Bergman 
on anniebergman@hotmail.com or Ann Lomas 
on atlomas@bigpond.com or (02) 9653 2637.  

 
 
 
Baby Needs 

For lots of people that don’t have full time permanent 
work, the last couple of years have been particularly 
difficult and, with soaring inflation, things are not 
getting any better. 

We have a client who is due to give birth to her baby in 
mid-December. Over the past couple of years this client 
and her partner have struggled with not enough hours 
of work, and as a result have also struggled with 
keeping up with their rent and then living costs. She and 
her partner have a daughter aged 9 and are now 
expecting a boy. She effectively is starting off from 
scratch in preparing to receive her son into the world. 
She would be greatly appreciative of any help we can 
provide her.  

If any in our Community can help with donating baby 
clothes and baby necessities and consumables, there is 
a box at the rear of the Church marked “Baby (Boy) 
Needs” where you can leave your donation and we will 
ensure that they are delivered to our client. 

Social Justice Issues 

In addition to helping those in need, the St Vincent de 
Paul Society advocates for and pursues many social 
justice issues affecting people in our communities. If 
you want to learn more about these issues or are 
interested in participating in any of the Society social 
justice issues, click on or go to 
socialjustice.vinnies.org.au . 

God Bless 
Our Lady of Lourdes St Vincent de Paul Conference 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 
 32nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 5th November 

Saturday 
Vigil 6.00pm Roland Barros Zelda Booth Jane Wilks Maureen Steele 

 6th November 
Sunday 
9.30am Anthony Pope Nicole Christoy Frangee Ampil 

Louise Ryall 
Janina Starkey 

33rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 12th November 

Saturday 
Vigil 6.00pm John Vassett Madeline Leslie Lourdes Subijano Nicole Whittaker 

 13th November 
Sunday 
9.30am John Cavaleri Bernard Ryall Angela Ryall 

Anne Mitchell 
Madeleine Menasse 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
mailto:anniebergman@hotmail.com
mailto:atlomas@bigpond.com
http://socialjustice.vinnies.org.au/


 
New Online Course for Parish & School Music Ministers! 

 
Music is an integral part of parish and school Masses and other liturgical celebrations. 
Many volunteers and professional musicians serving in this vital ministry have never had the 
opportunity to access quality formation on the purpose, place and principles of music in liturgy.  

Ensure ALL music ministers are serving from common principles and a shared vision! 

Prepared and presented by expert professional liturgists and musicians, Liturgy Brisbane’s new course, 
Music Ministry in the Liturgy, provides sound formation and practical guidelines for choosing and 
leading the liturgical song of the People of God. 
Based in the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 

  Musicam Sacram, and Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship, course topics include: 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fully Online Multi-Modal Course 
• Brief informative videos • PDF readings & articles • Short quizzes to reinforce key concepts 
• Downloadable notes • Certificate of Completion • Study at your pace at times that suit you 

Total Course time: approx 3hrs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Shop: https://shop.liturgybrisbane.net.au/collections/other-resources 

W: www.liturgybrisbane.net.au E: liturgy@liturgybrisbane.net.au T: 07 3324 3314 

 

Þ Introduction to Liturgy 
Þ Vatican II & Liturgy 
Þ Liturgical Participation 
Þ Principles of Liturgical Ministry 
Þ Music in the Mass 
Þ Which parts do we sing? 
Þ Four Judgments for Liturgical Music 
Þ Choosing Repertoire 

 

Þ Who are the Ministers of Music? 
Þ Choirs, Cantors & Instrumentalists 
Þ Preparing Music Step-by-Step 
Þ Leading the Song of the Assembly 
Þ Music for Children & Families 
Þ Developing a Core Repertoire  
Þ Copyright for Church Music 
Þ and much more … 

Course Cost 
$25.00 per course (+ GST if applicable) 

Discounted pre-purchased multi-voucher bundles 
available for distribution to parish or school music ministers. 

          Bundle of   5 vouchers: $110.00 (+ GST if applicable) 
          Bundle of 10 vouchers: $200.00 (+ GST if applicable) 

 

New Online Course for Parish & School Music Ministers! 
 



 

 
 

POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT  

In his address in Italian, the Pope continued his cycle of catechesis on Discernment, focusing on the 
theme: “The elements of discernment. Desire”  

Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Bethzatha, which has five 
porticoes…One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there 

and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” The 
sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and 

while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take 
your mat and walk.” At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. 

(Bible reading: Jn 5: 2, 5-9). 

 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 

In these catecheses on discernment we are reviewing the elements of discernment. After prayer, one 
element, and self-knowledge, another element, that is, praying and knowing oneself, today I would like to 
talk about another indispensable, so to speak, “ingredient”: today I would like to talk about desire. In fact, 
discernment is a form of searching, and searching always stems from something we lack but somehow 
know, that we intuit. 

What kind of knowledge is this? Spiritual teachers refer to it by the term “desire”, which, at root, is a 
nostalgia for fullness that never finds full fulfilment, and is the sign of God’s presence in us. Desire is not 
the craving of the moment, no. The Italian word, desiderio, comes from a very beautiful Latin term, this is 
curious: de-sidus, literally “the lack of the star”. Desire is the lack of a lodestar, the lack of the reference 
point that orients the path of life; it evokes a suffering, a lack, and at the same time a tension to reach the 
good that we miss. Desire, then, is the compass to understand where I am and where I am going, or rather 
it is the compass to understand if I am still or if I am moving; a person who never desires is a person who is 
static, perhaps ill, almost dead. It is the compass to know if I am moving or if I am standing still. And how is 
it possible to recognize it? 

Let us think, a sincere desire knows how to touch deeply the chords of our being, which is why it is not 
extinguished in the face of difficulties or setbacks. It is like when we are thirsty: if we do not find something 
to drink, we do not give up; on the contrary, the yearning increasingly occupies our thoughts and actions, 
until we become willing to make any sacrifice in order to quench it, almost obsessed. Obstacles and failures 
do not stifle the desire, no; on the contrary, they make it even more alive in us. 

Unlike a momentary craving or emotion, desire lasts through time, even a long time, and tends to 
materialize. If, for example, a young person wishes to become a doctor, he or she will have to embark on a 
course of study and work that will occupy several years of his or her life, and consequently will have to 



set limits, say “no”, to say “no”, first of all to other courses of study, but also to possible diversions and 
distractions, especially during the most intense periods of study. However, the desire to give life a direction 
and to reach that goal – to become a doctor was the example – enables him or her to overcome these 
difficulties. Desire makes you strong, it makes you courageous, it makes you keep going forward, because 
you want to arrive at that: “I desire that”. 

In effect, a value becomes beautiful and more easily achievable when it is attractive. As some have said, 
“more important than being good is having the desire to become good”. Being good is something attractive, 
we all want to be good, but do we have the wish to become good? 

It is striking that Jesus, before performing a miracle, often questions the person about their desire: “Do you 
want to be healed?”. And at times this question seems out of place, it is clear the person is sick! For example, 
when he meets the paralytic in the pool of Bethesda, who had been there for many years and never 
managed to seize the right moment for getting into the water, Jesus asks him: “Do you want to be well?” 
(Jn 5:6). But how come? In reality, the paralytic’s answer reveals a series of strange resistances to healing, 
which do not relate only to him. Jesus’ question was an invitation to bring clarity to his heart, to welcome 
a possible leap forward: to no longer thing of himself and his own life “as a paralytic”, transported by others. 
But the man on the bed does not seem to be so convinced of this. By engaging in dialogue with the Lord, 
we learn to understand what we truly want from life. This paralytic is the typical example of those who say 
“Yes, yes, I want, I want, I want”, but then “I don’t want, I don’t want, I don’t want, I won’t do anything”. 
Wanting to do something becomes like an illusion and one does not take the step to do it. Those people 
who want and don’t want. This is bad, and that sick man, there for thirty-eight years, but always grumbling; 
“No, you know, Lord, but you know when the waters move – that is the moment of the miracle – you know, 
someone stronger than me comes along, they enter, and I get there too late”, and he complains and 
laments. But beware, because complaints are a poison, a poison to the soul, a poison to life, because they 
prevent the desire to go on from growing. Beware of complaints. When we complain in the family, married 
couples complain, one complains about the other, children about their father, priests about the bishop, or 
bishops about many other things… No, if you find yourself grumbling, beware, it is almost a sin, because 
stops desire from growing. 

Often it is indeed desire that makes the difference between a successful, coherent and lasting project, and 
the thousands of wishes and good intentions with which, as they say, “hell is paved with”: “Yes, I would 
like, I would like, I would like…”, but you do nothing. The era in which we live seems to promote the 
maximum freedom of choice, but at the same time it atrophies desire, you want to be satisfied continually, 
which is mostly reduced to the desire of the moment. And we must be careful not to atrophy desire. We 
are bombarded by a thousand proposals, projects, possibilities, which risk distracting us and not permitting 
us to calmly evaluate what we really want. Many times, many times, we find people, think about young 
people for example, with their telephone in their hand, looking at it… “But do you stop to think?” – “No”. 
Always turned outwards, towards the other. Desire cannot grow in this way, you live in the moment, 
satiated in the moment, and desire does not grow. 

Many people suffer because they do not know what they want from their lives, many of them; they have 
probably never got in touch with their deepest desire, they have never known: “What do you want from 
your life?” – “I don’t know”. Hence the risk of passing one’s existence between attempts and expedients of 
various kinds, never getting anywhere, and wasting precious opportunities. And so certain changes, though 
desired in theory, when the opportunity arises are never implemented, the strong desire to pursue 
something is lacking. 

If the Lord were to ask us, today, for example, any one of us, the question he asked the blind man in Jericho: 
“What do you want me to do for you?” (Mk 10:51) – let us think that the Lord today asks each one of us 
this: “What do you want me to do for you?” – how would we answer? Perhaps we could finally ask him to 
help us know our deepest desire, that God himself has placed in our heart: “Lord, may I know my desires, 
may I be a woman, a man of great desires”; perhaps the Lord will give us the strength to make it come true. 
It is an immense grace, the basis of all the others: to allow the Lord, as in the Gospel, to work miracles for 
us: “Give us desire and make it grow, Lord”. 

Because he too has a great desire for us: to make us share in his fullness of life. Thank you. 





 

Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

  

 

MET Worship Formation for Ministers at the Altar: 
12 November 

The Worship – Mission Enhancement Team are 
organising an Ongoing Formation Day for Ministers 
at the Altar, Adult servers and Acolytes on Saturday 
12 November at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 
Blacktown, from 9.30am to 3pm. Morning tea and 
lunch will be provided. To register, please contact 
the Worship team on (02) 8838 3456 or 
email mary.gale@parracatholic.org 

Fertility Awareness Online Evening: 3 November 

Are you looking for answers to infertility? On 
Thursday 3 November at 7.30pm, couples are 
invited to an online Natural Fertility session hosted 
by the Diocese of Parramatta. Vinetta Lobo, a 
Certified FertilityCare Practitioner will explain how 
The Creighton Model FertilityCare System can 
assess and evaluate your current fertility status and 
treat infertility. Listen to real couples share their 
experience. To register, or for more information, 
please contact Catherine on 0400 427 605 
or catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org 

The Diocese of Parramatta is heading to WYD23 in 
Lisbon 

 Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to the 
next World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal from July 
21 – August 11, 2023. Young people 16-35 and their 
families are encouraged to learn more 
at www.parrawyd.org. Express your interest in 
coming to Lisbon today! For all enquiries, contact 
James Camden, Head Mission Engagement 
– james.camden@parracatholic.org 

 Marriage Preparation Courses in 2022 

Getting married in 2022? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. 
Visit www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view 
weekend course dates, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be 
booked via the website. For more information, 
email met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 
0403 305 431 or Marisa on 0412 280 017. 

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal is open 
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese 
of Parramatta remains open and committed to 
assisting anyone with enquiries regarding 
marriage annulments. Please contact the Tribunal 
office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org. 

 

 

 

Peace, Justice & Ecology Sharing: 9 November  

You are invited to a “Peace, Justice & Ecology 
Sharing” evening on Wednesday 9 November from 
6.30pm to 8pm. These sharings are quarterly 
online gatherings for everyone who is interested in 
Social Justice, Care for Creation or Global Peace. 
They are an opportunity to connect, meet like-
minded people, find out and discuss what is 
currently happening in the Peace, Justice & Ecology 
space. To receive a Zoom link, please RSVP 
to met@parracatholic.org 

Calling for World Youth Day aspiring small group 
leaders! 

 Bishop Vincent is seeking applications from aspiring 
small group leaders to accompany young people of 
the Diocese of Parramatta on our pilgrimage to the 
next World Youth Day in Lisbon Portugal. The small 
group leaders will provide accompaniment and 
support to each pilgrim and ensure their safety and 
wellbeing and is integral to facilitating the full 
participation of pilgrims. Please 
email met@parracatholic.org to express your 
interest and request a position description with 
further details of the selection criteria by Wednesday 
November 2. 

Soul Food Podcast – Pastoral Formation 

Do you find life & faith inspiration by listening to the 
experiences of others? 
Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast features life 
& faith stories of people from our diocesan family. 
Listen now for FREE via our website or on 
Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/  

Positions Vacant 

• Project Coordinator (part-time) – Catholic 
Youth Parramatta, Diocese of Parramatta 
– Applications close 10pm Monday 7 
November.  

• Diocesan Centre Receptionist – Diocese of 
Parramatta – Applications close 10pm 
Monday 7 November. 

  
More details at: parracatholic.org/employment 
 
Advertising opportunities available in 
December Catholic Outlook Magazine 
The Catholic Outlook Magazine reaches 8,000 
families in the Diocese of Parramatta. Advertising 
starts at only $240. To place your ad in the 
December edition, call Christina on 0439 594 726. 
 

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 

mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
mailto:catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org
http://www.parrawyd.org/
mailto:james.camden@parracatholic.org
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:tribunal@parracatholic.org
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/
http://parracatholic.org/employment
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ised to raise us to life 

Ps 17:1. 5-6. 8 and 15   
2 Thes 2:16-3:5   
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  Try to find these words: 
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strong 
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Luke 20:27-38 © Creative Ministry Resources

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

During our life we prepare for a time when God will be with us forever in heaven.  
Write down things you can do that prepare you for eternal life with God?

We will be  
like the angels 

and will be  
God’s children

Can you imagine what heaven is like?  
Draw a picture of yourself in heaven or write  
down what you think it’s like to live in heaven.

Spot the difference
Can you find the seven differences between  

these two pictures of seven brothers?


