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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 23rd October 2022 

PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY OCTOBER 21 

A COVID SAFE PARISH  
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Thank you for keeping me in your prayers during my 

retreat this week. It was much appreciated. 
 

I think I’m even beginning to understand the writings of 

St Teresa of Avila and St John of the Cross. But I can 

see it will require a lot more work!!! 
 

PARISH SURVEY 

Thank you for those who have already responded to the 

Parish Survey. It is very much appreciated. We’re 

closing in on 100, but we’d like lots more. You can give 

your own response – it need not be done as a  family. 
 

The Survey is to provide some information about how 

as a parish we are doing. This survey will be mainly 

done online, and we encourage as many as possible to 

do it via the online method, as this will provide 

immediate data. However, paper copies are available 

for those who prefer this. 
 

This is the link - Parish of Baulkham Hills Parish Survey 

- for the online version for all parishioners, which we 

encourage you to use.  
 

By using the camera on your phone, you 

can also use the QR code. 
 

The version for school families was sent 

this week. 
 

CATHOLIC MISSION 

There will be the annual Propagation of the Faith – 

Catholic Mission appeal – this weekend. A speaker will 

be at the morning masses. Catholic Mission is the 

Australian agency of the international Pontifical Mission 

societies and operates in 160 countries to support 

initiatives in 1,100 dioceses, including remote 

Australia. Please use the envelopes for your donations. 

You can also use the QR code on the envelope. 
 

FIRST COMMUNIONS 

Please pray for the many children in our communities 

who are preparing for their first communion at St 

Michael’s and Our Lady of Lourdes.  
 

Special communion Masses will be held at St Michael’s 

over the next two weekends. There will also be some 

first communions at parish Masses.  
 

POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT 

Pope Francis continued his cycle of catechesis on 

Discernment, focusing on the theme “The elements of 

discernment. Self-knowledge” 
 

ST. ELISABETH CONVENT - BELARUS  

Sr Maria has asked me to thank you for your financial 

support of the work of St Elisabeth’s Convent, Minsk, 

Belarus. She was extremely appreciative of your 

generosity and openness to her work. 
 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Thirtieth Sunday 

in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE 

after that - https://youtu.be/24SM42OjW10. Please 

copy the link into browser if it does not immediately 

work. 
 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 

Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 

afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK 

links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. 

Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this every 

week. 
 

NOVEMBER MASSES FOR THE DECEASED 

Please see the note within the bulletin. November Mass 

offering Envelopes will be available in both Churches. 
 

FOR THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 

Recently deceased:   
Margaret Rider, Fr Antonio Alves, George Dumlao 
 

Anniversary: 
Edward Muller, Emerita Parra, Garrick O’Neil, Rodney 
D’Cruz, Bryan Chester, Vincent Morgan, Angela 
Fallman, Shane Feneley 
 
Fr WIm 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 

with the proper recording for the second collection, 

please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

  

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection 

– for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/

https://form.jotform.com/222402384610849
https://youtu.be/24SM42OjW10
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT –  

“The elements of discernment. Self-knowledge” 
 

In his address in Italian, the Pope continued his cycle of 

catechesis on Discernment, focusing on the theme: “The 

elements of discernment. Self-knowledge”  

 

The Lord created humans out of earth 

    and makes them return to it again….  

Discretion and tongue and eyes, 

    ears and a mind for thinking he gave them. 

He filled them with knowledge and understanding 

    and showed them good and evil. (Bible 

reading: Sir 17:1, 6-7, aka Ecclesiasticus). 

 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 

Let us continue to explore the theme of discernment. Last time 

we considered prayer, understood as familiarity and 

confidence with God, as its indispensable element. Prayer, not 

like parrots. No: prayer as familiarity and confidence with God; 

prayer of the sons of the Father; prayer with an open heart. We 

saw this in the last Catechesis. Today I would like, in an almost 

complementary way, to emphasize that good discernment also 

requires self-knowledge. Self-knowledge. And this is not easy, 

eh! Indeed, it involves our human faculties: memory, intellect, 

will, affections. Often, we do not know how to discern because 

we do not know ourselves well enough, and so we do not know 

what we really want. You have heard many times: “But that 

person, why doesn’t he sort out his life? He has never known 

what he wants…”. There are people who… And then, yes, his 

life goes like that, because not even he knows what he wants. 

Without arriving at that extreme, it happens to us too that we 

do not know clearly what we want, we do not know ourselves 

well. 
 

Underlying spiritual doubts and vocational crises, there is not 

infrequently an insufficient dialogue between religious life and 

our human, cognitive and affective dimension. A writer on 

spirituality noted how many difficulties on the theme of 

discernment are indicative of problems of another kind, which 

must be recognized and explored. This author writes: “I have 

come to the conviction that the greatest obstacle to true 

discernment (and to real growth in prayer) is not the intangible 

nature of God, but the fact that we do not know ourselves 

sufficiently, and do not even want to know ourselves as we 

really are. Almost all of us hide behind a mask, not only in front 

of others, but also when we look in the mirror” (TH. 

GREEN, Weeds Among the Wheat, 1992). We all have the 

temptation to wear a mask, even in front of ourselves. 
 

Forgetfulness of God’s presence in our life goes hand in hand 

with ignorance of ourselves – ignoring God and ignoring 

ourselves – ignorance of our personality traits and our deepest 

desires. 
 

Knowing oneself is not difficult, but it is laborious: it 

implies patient soul-searching. It requires the capacity to stop, 

to “deactivate the autopilot”, to acquire awareness of our way 

of acting, of the feelings that dwell within us, of the recurrent 

thoughts that condition us, and often unconsciously. It also 

requires that we distinguish between emotions and spiritual 

faculties. “I feel” is not the same as “I am convinced”; “I feel 

like” is not the same as “I want”. Thus, we come to recognize 

that the view we have of ourselves and of reality is at times 

somewhat distorted. To realize this is a grace! Indeed, very 

often it can happen that erroneous convictions about reality, 

based on past experiences, strongly influence us, limiting our 

freedom to strive for what really matters in our lives. 

Living in the age of information technology, we know how 

important it is to know the password in order to get into the 

programmes where the most personal and valuable 

information is stored. But spiritual life, too, has its 

“passwords”: there are words that touch the heart because 

they refer to what we are most sensitive too. The tempter, that 

is, the devil, knows these passwords well, and its important 

that we know them too, so as not to find ourselves where we 

do not want to be. Temptation does not necessarily suggest 

bad things, but often haphazard things, presented with 

excessive importance. In this way it hypnotizes us with the 

attraction that these things stir in us, things that are beautiful 

but illusory, that cannot deliver what they promise, and 

therefore leave us in the end with a sense of emptiness and 

sadness. That sense of emptiness and sadness is a sign that 

we have embarked on a path that was not right, that has 

disoriented us. They can be, for example, degrees, careers, 

relationships, all things that are in themselves praiseworthy, 

but towards which, if we are not free, we risk harbouring unreal 

expectations, such as confirmation of our worth. For example, 

when you think of a study you are undertaking, do you think 

only of promoting yourself, for your own interests, or also to 

serve the community? There, one can see the intentionality of 

each one of us. From this misunderstanding often comes the 

greatest suffering, because none of those things can be the 

guarantee of our dignity. 

 

This is why, dear brothers and sisters, it is important to know 

ourselves, to know the passwords of our heart, what we are 

most sensitive to, in order to protect ourselves from those who 

present themselves with persuasive words to manipulate us, 

but also to recognize what is truly important for us, 

distinguishing it from current fads or flashy, superficial slogans. 

Many times, what is said in a television programme, in some 

advertisement that is made, touches our hearts and makes us 

go that way without freedom. Be careful about that: am I free, 

or do I let myself be swayed by the feelings of the moment, or 

the provocations of the moment? 

 

An aid in this is examination of conscience, but I am not talking 

about the examination of conscience that we all do when we go 

to confession, no. This is: “But I sinned in this, that…”. No. A 

general examination of conscience of the day: what happened 

in my heart in this day? “Lots of things happened…”. Which? 

Why? What traces did they leave in my heart? Carrying out an 

examination of conscience, that is, the good habit of calmly 

rereading what happens in our day, learning to learning to note 

in our evaluations and choices what we give most importance 

to, what we are looking for and why, and what we eventually 

find. Above all, learning to recognize what satiates the heart. 

What satiates my heart? For only the Lord can give us 

confirmation of what we are worth. He tells us this every day 

from the cross: he died for us, to show us how precious we are 

in his eyes. There is no obstacle or failure that can prevent his 

tender embrace. The examination of conscience helps a great 

deal, because in this way we see that our heart is not a road 

where everything passes without us knowing about it. No. To 

see: what passed by today? What happened? What made me 

react? What made me sad? What made me joyful? What was 

bad, and did I harm others? Seeing the route our feelings took, 

the attractions in my heart during the day. Don’t forget! The 

other day we talked about prayer; today we are talking about 

self-awareness. 

 

Prayer and self-knowledge enable us to grow in freedom. This 

is to grow in freedom! They are basic elements of Christian 

existence, precious elements for finding one’s place in life. 

Thank you.  

 



Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord 

and his strength; constantly seek his face. 
 

First Reading Sirach 13:12-14, 16-19 

The Lord is a judge 

who is no respecter of personages. 

He shows no respect of personages to the detriment 

of a poor man, 

he listens to the plea of the injured party. 

He does not ignore the orphan's supplication, 

nor the widow's as she pours out her story. 

The man who with his whole heart serves God  

ill be accepted, 

his petitions will carry to the clouds. 

The humble man’s prayer pierces the clouds, 

until it arrives he is inconsolable 

nor will he desist until the Most High takes notice of him, 

acquits the virtuous and delivers judgement. 

And the Lord will not be slow, 

nor will he be dilatory on their behalf.     
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) The Lord hears the cry of the poor.  

1. I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise always on 

my lips; in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. The 

humble shall hear and be glad.    (R.) 

2. The Lord turns his face against the wicked to destroy 

their remembrance from the earth. The just call and 

the Lord hears and rescues them in all their distress.   

(R.) 

3. The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; those whose 

spirit is crushed he will save. The Lord ransoms the 

souls of his servants. Those who hide in him shall not 

be condemned.    (R.) 

 

Second Reading 2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the 

time has come for me to be gone. I have fought the good 

fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish; I have 

kept the faith; all there is to come now is the crown of 

righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only 

to me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing. 

The first time I had to present my defence, there was not 

a single witness to support me. Every one of them 

deserted me – may they not be held accountable for it. 

But the Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that 

through me the whole message might be proclaimed for 

all the pagans to hear; and so I was rescued from the 

lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil 

attempts on me, and bring me safely to his heavenly 

kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; and 

the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Lk 18:9-14 

Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who 

prided themselves on being virtuous and despised 

everyone else, ‘Two men went up to the Temple to pray, 

one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee 

stood there and said this prayer to himself, “I thank you, 

God, that I am not grasping, unjust, adulterous like the 

rest of mankind, and particularly that I am not like this tax 

collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all I 

get.” The tax collector stood some distance away, not 

daring even to raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat his 

breast and said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This 

man, I tell you, went home again at rights with God; the 

other did not. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, but the man who humbles himself will be 

exalted.’  

 

Communion Antiphon 

We will ring out our joy at your saving help and exult in 

the name of our God. 

 

Next Sunday: Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Wis 11:22—12:2; 2 Thess 1:11—2:2; Lk 19:1-10 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
The readings today – at least the First Reading, from 
Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 35:12-14, 16-19) and the Gospel 
(Luke 18:9-14) – are, like those of last week, concerned 
with prayer. Now, however, the issue is not so much 
persistence in prayer as the kind of person whose prayer 
is most likely to receive a favourable hearing from God. 
 
The First Reading makes clear that the Lord does not 
grant favours like the powerful in this world. They are 
inclined to give a hearing to people of influence and 
prestige, people who ‘present well’. The Lord, on the 
contrary, is no ‘respecter of personages’ but ever more 
inclined to listen to those in the greatest distress.  
 
Attractively, the text speaks of the Lord as ready to 
‘listen’ to the widow ‘as she pours out her story’. Nothing, 
surely, is more important when people are distressed as 
to listen to their story. In some situations that is all we 
can do, but it is already a very great deal. The text, then, 
shows us what prayer is all about: baring a sincere heart 
to the Lord, who listens to our story and, our whole life 
long, waits till we have told it to the end. 
 
The parable in the Gospel targets ‘some people who 
prided themselves on being virtuous and despised 
everyone else.’ Whereas, as the First Reading has just 
reminded us, ‘The humble person’s prayer pierces the 
clouds’, such people are not going to get a good hearing 
from God. The characters in the parable illustrate these 
two radically different ways of coming before the Lord in 
prayer. 
In a strongly religious society the issue as to who is 
virtuous and who is not will always be prominent. In the 
milieu of Jesus, the gospels particularly associate such 
concern with the Pharisees. In preaching, however, we 
must be careful not to reinforce the view that the kind of 
judgmental behaviour represented by the Pharisee in this 
parable was typical of Pharisees in general, let alone of 
Judaism as a religion. It is to be found in all religions, 
Christianity included. 
 
Whereas in prayer the focus should be upon God, the 
concentration of this Pharisee rests upon himself. Worse, 
it is also upon the failings of his fellow human beings. 
Before enumerating all his own virtues – things quite 
admirable in themselves from a religious point of view – 
this person sets himself apart from the sinful mass of 
humankind (‘thieves, rogues, adulterers). How convenient 
for him that a representative of these kind of people is 
right here at hand in the person of the tax-collector!  
 
The Pharisee illustrates the attitude of those who can 
only bolster their own self-image by putting down others. 
For such people life is a competition in virtue. God 

assesses the results and issues the prizes. Prayer is an 
opportunity to keep God informed about one’s own 
success and also about the shortcomings of others. As so 
often in Jesus’ parables, it is all a bit of a caricature. But 
nonetheless, if we are honest, we can ask ourselves how 
often we catch ourselves out doing much the same?  
 
The tax-collector, by contrast, stands down the back 
simply pleading that God be merciful to him, a sinner. In 
what sense sinner? Because of personal moral failure, for 
which he now repents? We should not immediately jump 
to this conclusion. Could it simply be that he finds himself 
trapped in an occupation that makes him a sinner in his 
own eyes and those of his world – an occupation which, 
perhaps, with a family to support and no other job 
possibilities, he cannot simply abandon? All this the 
parable leaves open. In any case, as Jesus points out, 
God’s view reverses both verdicts. The one who came to 
God’s house in his own eyes a sinner went home with 
God’s favour (‘justified’); the one so sure of his virtue 
went home without it.  
 
This double divine verdict recorded in the parable could 
offer comfort to many people today who find themselves 
or their loved ones (for example, their children) caught in 
situations judged objectively ‘sinful’ on more traditional 
thinking whether in the area of sexuality, or marital 
involvement or professional occupation. In a complex 
world, loyalties often run in several directions. The 
application of general moral rules and norms to individual 
lives requires sympathy and pastoral understanding of 
the pressures and burdens most people have to bear. The 
parable suggests that God’s view, at any rate, does not 
always run simply along conventional lines. The divine 
impulse is always towards acceptance, mercy and 
liberation.  
 
The confidence expressed by Paul as he reviews his life in 
the Second Reading, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18, looks not so 

much to his own achievements but to the generosity and 
faithfulness of God.    

 From LiturgyHelp 



Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“The tax collector stood off at a distance and would not 
even raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and 
prayed: ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’”  Luke 18: 9-14 
 

I want to suggest that the 
cleverness of this parable is 
that it draws us into 
identifying with the tax 
collector while, in actual 
fact, we are probably more 
like the Pharisee. There is 
some wisdom in the 
aphorism “All comparisons 
are odious!”, especially when 

we slip into comparing ourselves with others. The big 
difference between the prayers of the two men who had 
come to the temple to pray was that in his prayer the 
Pharisee measured himself against the performance of 
people around him (‘I am not like the rest of men’), while 
the tax collector looked only at his own life.  
 
Surely, it comes as no surprise to us that we find ourselves 
quick to identify with the tax-collector. After all, we squirm 
whenever we hear anyone trumpeting a list of his or her 
donations to charitable organisations or their extensive 
involvement in volunteering activities. What’s more, 
centuries of conditioning have left Christians in no doubt 
about the reputation they are expected to attribute to 
Pharisees. Despite the error inherent in the label 
”Pharisee”, we take Pharisees to be self-opinionated, self-
righteous, hypocritical legalists intent on finding fault with 
almost everything Jesus said and did. They prided 
themselves as self-appointed guardians of religious law and 
practice. At the same time, history attests that many 
Pharisees did what was expected of them, with integrity, 
and respect for those around them.  
 
Throughout history, peoples and groups have had their 
names universally tarnished because of the actions of a few 
of their members. Nigerians, for example, have been 
labelled as belligerent, Jews as usurers, Moonies as brain-
washers, Real Estate agents as swindlers and so on. The 
labels simply reveal the prejudices of those who attribute 
them. Tax-collectors in the time of Jesus had a reputation 
for being extortionists and collaborators with the Romans. 
Yet, today’s parable presents the tax-collector’s prayer as 
much more to our spiritual liking than the prayer of the 
Pharisee. The tax-collector, recognising his sinful history and 
acknowledging that God’s graciousness is beyond his ability 
to earn it, throws himself at the mercy of God. The Pharisee, 
in contrast, lists his good deeds as adding up to a curriculum 
vitae that is bound to earn God’s approval. 
 
We have all grown up in cultures that have taught us that 
competition is a worthy pursuit. We compete in scholastic 
exams and sporting activities with fellow students 
throughout our school and academic lives, working to 
achieve better results than our peers. That overflows into 

our religious activities in such a way that we can delude 
ourselves into thinking that we earn God’s approval by our 
good deeds. Rather than thinking that we earn God’s love 
through the good we do, we would do well to remind 
ourselves that the good things we do are a result of God’s 
empowering us to do them. The genius of today’s parable is 
that it impels us to look into the mirror, and to acknowledge 
that we see in ourselves a greater resemblance to the 
Pharisee than to the tax-collector. 
 
While we don’t brag about our achievements and hard-won 
qualifications, we list them and our published papers in our 
CVs and have our university degrees and professional 
qualifications displayed on our office walls and business 
cards. We provide evidence of how we are apparently 
better than others. What we so easily forget is that all our 
achievements and successes are attributable to the 
blessings we have received from God. 
 
What inspires and encourages us about the way in which 
the tax-collector presented himself to God was his honesty 
in acknowledging his weakness and his complete 
dependence on God’s gracious mercy. 
 
The assertion Paul makes in today’s reading from his second 
Letter to Timothy reinforces the gospel message of the need 
for us all, when we pray, to come into the presence of God 
with openness, honesty and humility. Like the tax collector 
in his self-assessment, Paul gives a self-evaluation to 
Timothy that has no hint of comparing himself with others. 
Using a metaphor from athletics, he asserts: “I have done 
my best in the race, I have run the full distance, and I have 
kept the faith. And now there is waiting for me the prize of 
victory.” (2 Timothy 4: 7-8) His honesty is echoed by top-
rank athletes who can look at their performances relative to 
their nearing or exceeding their own personal best. They 
make no comparison with those against whom they have 
been competing. 
 
In this context it is important that, whenever we engage in 
self-evaluation, we don’t ignore our truth. Let’s not deny 
that we may well be intelligent, creative, talented, generous 
in sharing out time and talent, faithful, loyal and honest. 
There is nothing admirable about cultivating the disease of 
low self-esteem. The debilitating habit of always wanting to 
run ourselves down is a mockery of the truthful stance of 
the tax-collector before God. The practice of perpetually 
belittling or underestimating ourselves becomes an obstacle 
to ever coming to appreciate that we are loved by others, 
even by God. That does not mean we are perfect. We all 
carry human flaws and frailty. But having been created in 
the image of the God who loved us into life, we must accept 
that, like God, all of us are good, creative, loving and free 
when we are at our best. Sure, we need to acknowledge to 
ourselves and others that there are times when we are 
sinful, but such acknowledgement is meant to lead us to put 
our hope and trust in God, who not only respects and 
treasures us, but trusts us to be instruments of peace, 
compassion and mercy for others.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



Baulkham Hills 
YOUTH MOVEMENT 

Youth Group! 
 

We aren’t having Youth Group until the end of the school 
holidays! Youth Group will return Friday the 21/10 
 

We all pray that you have an amazing holiday and will be 
excited for the return of Youth Group!  
 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Kim on 
0407 773 174, or send an email through 
to youth@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

BECOMING A LECTOR 
Would you like to proclaim the Word of God at 

Mass? Lectors are needed for this very special 

ministry.  

Any confirmed, practicing Catholic over the age of 

16 is invited to volunteer.  

We ask that lectors serve approximately once a 

month at a Mass time of your choice and to volunteer at Holy 

Day Masses. If you are interested or would like more 

information, please contact the parish office on 9639 0598 

or email admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Ruby Hobbs 
 Alyssa Hook 
 Mitchell Hook 
 Elliot Munck 
 Annabelle O’Sullivan 

 

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church  
during the week 

 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

Our Week  
 

Friday 28 October 

Feast - Sts Simon and Jude 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 

Children’s Liturgy resumed last week during 
the 10 o’clock Mass. All school age children 
are welcome to attend.  
 

During the weekends of the 30th October 
and 6th November there will be no Children’s Liturgy as First 
Communion is being celebrated at all Parish Masses and 
additional Masses over these two weekends.  
 

Children’s liturgy will recommence on the 13th November 
and will continue at every 10 o’clock Mass until the end of 
the school year. 

 

This will be the last year Mrs Day and 
I co-ordinate and run Children’s 
Liturgy. We would love to see this 
valuable tradition continue; however, 
we need your support!  

 

If you have school age children and would like to see what is 
involved in our Sunday lessons, you are most welcome to join 
us on any Sunday. We are very happy to have you watch and 
help during these lessons.  
 

We are hopeful that a small group might then be willing to 
share the task of preparing and planning these sessions on a 
weekly basis. 
 

Louise van Gend  

Month of the Holy Souls 
 
November, the Month of the Holy Souls, is a special time to 

pray for the dead. 

 

November Mass Offering envelopes are available in the 

narthex and at the doors.  The normal offering for these is 

$20.00, but if this amount is unmanageable, please place 

the amount you can afford in the envelope.  These offerings 

will be distributed among the priests. 

 

Please print names clearly so that they can be transferred to 

a Book of Remembrance which will be kept on the 

Sanctuary throughout the month of November.  Envelopes 

may be put on either plate, in the office mail box or given to 

one of the priests. 

 

A Plenary indulgence may be gained for the dead, once only, 

by visiting a church on 2 November and praying the Lord’s 

Prayer and the Creed. Three conditions are required for 

gaining the indulgence: sacramental confession, Eucharistic 

communion and prayer for the Pope’s intentions. 

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE IN 

DECEMBER CATHOLIC OUTLOOK MAGAZINE 
The Catholic Outlook Magazine reaches 

8,000 families in the Diocese of Parramatta. 

Advertising starts at only $240.  

To place your ad in the December edition, call Christina on 

0439 594 726.  

PUBLIC ROSARY 
25+ parishioners from the parish 

of Baulkham Hills attended our 

Public Rosary on Saturday 15th 

October at George Suttor memorial 

park to honour Our Lady and request God’s blessing for 

Australia . 

We were blessed with a wonderful sunny day and everyone 

present participated in the beautiful program of prayers.   I 

look forward ,God willing, to having a similar Public Rosary 

celebration next year . 

Sincerely  John Vassett Organiser.  

mailto:youth@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


Neela and her family live on the outskirts of the town of Emdibir, in central Ethiopia, and she 
struggles to provide food and other basic needs for her family. 
 
Her youngest, Ajani*, is often sick, but they are unable to afford medical treatment. (*Name 
altered to protect identity) 
 
Neela is desperate to find a solution to support her children. 
 
Distressingly, this situation is all too common in Ethiopia, especially in the Emdibir region, 

where over 70% of households are unable to put enough food on the table. 
 
Fr Habte works in collaboration with the local community to support those in need in the most effective and 
practical way. 
 
Our contribution can help provide lasting change in Ethiopia and around the world. 

Catholic Mission Appeal - This Weekend 

A call to respond to the need of our neighbour…  

In the spirit of Pope Francis’ World Mission Day message from Acts 1:8, ‘You will be my 
witnesses…’, Fr Habte asks you, his Australian brothers and sisters in Christ, for your 
support. 
 

“A person who understands the idea that God is love, a believer who cares about his 
fellow man, grieves, and makes every sacrifice possible.” 

Please accept this invitation to be part of a 
life-changing project for families like 
Neela’s* with a generous gift today. 
 

catholicmission.org.au/ethiopia 

https://www.catholicmission.org.au/see-our-work-in-action/ethiopia


 

Masterclass for Sponsor Married Couples: Friday 28 October 

 

The Diocese is looking to more deeply accompany couples preparing to be married. Have you been 

married for more than 5 years? Committed to living the sacrament of Marriage? Willing to give time 

limited assistance to couples preparing for marriage?  

 

Join us for a Masterclass on Friday 28 October at 7.30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown, 

on Sponsoring engaged couples in your Parish using the SmartLoving Engaged Online program.  

 

To book your attendance or to ask further questions, please email marriage@parracatholic.org or phone 

Marisa on (02) 8838 3460  

mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org


Join us at the Loreto Normanhurst Spring Fair! 
 

Spring Fair will be held on Sunday, 30 October 2022 from 10am - 4pm. 
 

The day will be filled with rides, food and market stalls, Battle of the Bands entertainment, Boarders’ Farmers Market, Build-a-

Bear, games, activities and more! Visit our website to see how you can win a 2022 Hyundai Kona as well as some other terrific 

raffle prizes! 
 

All members of the community and local area are invited to join in the fun of the day. 
 

Please visit www.loretonh.nsw.edu.au for more information about the Fair.  

http://www.loretonh.nsw.edu.au




Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Margaret Rider, George Dumlao victims of 
the Corona Virus pandemic in NSW and 
around the world and those who have died 
in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
Edward Muller, Emerita Parra 
 
Sick: 
Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, Barbara Ison, 
Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao, Jess Banayos, 
Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Debra Price, 
Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Mary Burns, 
Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,  
Gizzella Gherm,  Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, 
Bridgette Boldt, Joe Maroun, Sean Angeles, 
Catherine Hemmings, Patricia MacDonald, 
Hazel Clasquin, Richard Miranda,  
Baby William Merhi, Joseph MacDermid, 
Florgina Henry, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

23 OCTOBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

30 OCTOBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves A 13 D 9 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, 

A. Sullivan 
SR SR 

M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, 

A. Sullivan 
E SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, 

B. Fabri, M. Rutkin 
G 11 

S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, 

B. Fabri, M. Rutkin 
H 15 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer SR 12 A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer K 16 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 23 OCTOBER 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 30 OCTOBER 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Shin, E. Riches, R. Gosper, 

L. Karam, W. Ng 

K. McElduff, A. Mascari, L. Domanillo, 

R. Gosper 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness 

C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, 

M. Cameron, B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee, 

Youth 
N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  23.10.22 WEEK BEGINNING  30.10.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 23.10.22  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

Counters 30.10.22  :   

Team 5 :  P. Waite 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 29.10.22 : 

D. Maglalang, M. Medvidovic 

Saturday 06.11.22 : 

G. Attard, G. Galea 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 29th/30th October 2022 -  Masses:         Sat  5pm:    A. D’Souza 

Sun  8am:       R. Baker       10am:        M. Almeida          6pm:     Y/T Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

