
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Community 

 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 16th October 2022 

PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY OCTOBER 14 

A COVID SAFE PARISH  
 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

As I will be on retreat from Sunday night to Friday morning 

this week, and with Fr Jessie in the Philippines, I regret 

that  we  will  not  be  able  to  have  Mass  at  

Our Lady of Lourdes on Wednesday or Thursday. Mass will 

be celebrated as usual on Friday. 

 

Fr  Andrew  will  celebrate  the  Masses  this  week  at  

St Michael’s. 

 

PARISH SURVEY 

Thank you for those who have already responded tot the 

Parish Survey. It is very much appreciated. 

 

The Survey is to provide some information about how as a 

parish we are doing. This survey will be mainly done 

online, and we encourage as many as possible to do it via 

the online method, as this will provide immediate data. 

However, paper copies are available for those who prefer 

this. 

 

This is the link - Parish of Baulkham Hills Parish Survey  

for  the  online  version  for  all  parishioners,  which we 

encourage you to use.  

 

By using the camera on your phone, you 

can also use the QR code. 

 

The version for school families will be sent 

this coming week via the schools.  

 

FIRST COMMUNIONS 

Please pray for the many children in our communities who 

are preparing for their first communions in October at St 

Michael’s and November at Our Lady of Lourdes. 

 

CATECHISTS NEEDED 

Thank you for those who offered their services for the 

Special  Religious  Education  in  our  state  schools  – 

Baulkham Hills North, Bella Vista, Crestwood and Jasper 

Road. Please consider this, as we would like a few more. 

 

POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT 

Pope  Francis  continued  his  cycle  of  catechesis  on 

Discernment, focusing on the theme “The elements of 

discernment. Familiarity with the Lord” 

 

ST. ELISABETH CONVENT - BELARUS  

With travel restrictions eased, we are once again delighted 

to welcome Sr Maria from St Elisabeth Convent (Belarus). 

You are invited to see and purchase handmade religious 

articles made by the Sisters.  The exposition will take 

place at all Masses at St Michael’s this weekend. 

 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Twenty-Ninth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on 

YOUTUBE after that - https://youtu.be/T-

QGKIYAUlM.Please copy the link into browser if it does not 

immediately work. 

 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 

Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards 

via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the 

Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to 

Jim and Brian for your help with this every week. 

 

 

FOR THE DECEASED 

Please remember those for whom prayers have been 

requested, especially for: 

 

Recently deceased:   

George Dumlao 

 

Anniversary: 

John May, Allen Bastian, Bryan Chester, Pablito Afable, 

Joan Tronco, Juanita Gamboa  
 

Fr Wim 

 

 

 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 

with the proper recording for the second collection, please 

include your envelope number if you have one. 

 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

  

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 

for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/

stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills   

https://form.jotform.com/222402384610849
https://youtu.be/T-QGKIYAUlM
https://youtu.be/T-QGKIYAUlM
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT –  

“Familiarity with the Lord” 
 

In his address in Italian, the Pope continued his cycle of 

catechesis on Discernment, focusing on the theme “The 

elements of discernment. Familiarity with the Lord” 

 

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people 

but as wise,16making the most of the time…So do not 

be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; 

but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing 

and making melody to the Lord in your hearts,giving 

thanks to God the Father at all times and for 

everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Bible 

reading: Eph 5:15, 17-20). 

 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 

 

We resume our catecheses on the theme of discernment — 

because the theme of discernment is very important in order to 

know what is going on within us, to know about our feelings 

and ideas, we have to discern where they come from, where 

they lead me, to what decisions — and today we focus on the 

first of its constituent elements, which is prayer. To discern we 

need to be in an environment, in a state of prayer. 

 

Prayer is an indispensable aid for spiritual discernment, 

especially when it involves the affective dimension, enabling us 

to address God with simplicity and familiarity, as one would 

speak to a friend. It is knowing how to go beyond thoughts, to 

enter into intimacy with the Lord, with an affectionate 

spontaneity. The secret of the lives of the saints is familiarity 

and confidence with God, which grows in them and makes it 

ever easier to recognize what is pleasing to Him. True prayer is 

familiarity with and confidence in God. It is not reciting prayers 

like a parrot, blah, blah, blah, no. True prayer is this 

spontaneity and affection for the Lord. This familiarity 

overcomes fear or doubt that His will is not for our good, a 

temptation that sometimes runs through our thoughts and 

makes our heart restless and uncertain, or even bitter. 

 

Discernment does not claim absolute certainty, it is not a 

chemically pure method, it does not claim absolute certainty, 

because it is about life, and life is not always logical, it has 

many aspects that cannot be enclosed in one category of 

thought. We would like to know precisely what should be done, 

yet even when it happens, we do not always act accordingly. 

How many times have we, too, had the experience described by 

the apostle Paul, who says: “For I do not do the good I want, 

but the evil I do not want” (Rom. 7:19). We are not just reason, 

we are not machines, it is not enough to be given instructions 

to carry them out: the obstacles, like the supports, to deciding 

for the Lord are primarily affective, from the heart. 

 

It is significant that the first miracle performed by Jesus in 

Mark's Gospel is an exorcism (cf. 1:21-28). In the synagogue at 

Capernaum He delivers a man from the devil, freeing him from 

the false image of God that Satan has been suggesting since 

the beginning: that of a God who does not want our happiness. 

The possessed man in that passage of the Gospel knows that 

Jesus is God, but this does not lead him to believe in Him. In 

fact, he says, "You have come to ruin us" (v. 24). 

 

Many people, even Christians, think the same thing: that is, 

that Jesus may well be the Son of God, but they doubt that He 

wants our happiness; indeed, some fear that taking his 

proposal seriously, that which Jesus proposes to us, means 

ruining our lives, mortifying our desires, our strongest 

aspirations. These thoughts sometimes creep up inside us: 

that God asks too much of us, we fear that God asks too much 

of us, that He doesn't really love us. Instead, in our first 

encounter we saw that the sign of meeting the Lord is joy. 

When I encounter the Lord in prayer, I become joyful. Each one 

of us becomes joyful, a beautiful thing. Sadness, or fear, on the 

other hand, are signs of distance from God: “If you would enter 

life, keep the commandments,” Jesus says to the rich young 

man (Mt 19:17). Unfortunately for that young man, some 

obstacles did not allow him to implement the desire in his 

heart to follow the "good teacher" more closely. He was an 

interested, enterprising young man, he had taken the initiative 

to meet Jesus, but he was also very divided in his affections, 

for him riches were too important. Jesus does not force him to 

make up his mind, but the text notes that the young man turns 

away from Jesus “sad” (v. 22). Those who turn away from the 

Lord are never happy, even though they have an abundance of 

possessions and possibilities at their disposal. Jesus never 

forces you to follow Him, never. Jesus lets you know His will, 

with all His heart He lets you know things, but He leaves you 

free. And this is the most beautiful thing about prayer with 

Jesus: the freedom that He allows you. On the other hand, 

when we distance ourselves from the Lord, we are left with 

something sad, something ugly in our heart. 

 

Discerning what is happening within us is not easy, for 

appearances are deceptive, but familiarity with God can melt 

doubts and fears in a gentle way, making our lives increasingly 

receptive to His “gentle light,” according to the beautiful 

expression of Saint John Henry Newman. The saints shine with 

reflected light and show in the simple gestures of their day the 

loving presence of God, who makes the impossible possible. It 

is said that two spouses who have lived together for so long 

loving each other end up resembling each other. Something 

similar can be said about affective prayer: in a gradual but 

effective way it makes us more and more able to recognize 

what counts through connaturality, as something that springs 

from the depths of our being. To be in prayer does not mean 

saying words, words, no: being in prayer means opening my 

heart to Jesus, drawing close to Jesus, allowing Jesus to enter 

into my heart and making us feel His presence. And there we 

can discern when it is Jesus and when it is us with our 

thoughts, that so many times are far from what Jesus wants. 

 

Let us ask for this grace: to live a relationship of friendship with 

the Lord, as a friend speaks to a friend (cf. St. Ignatius of 

Loyola, Spiritual Exercises, 53). I knew an old religious brother 

who was the doorman of a boarding school, and every time he 

could he would approach the chapel, look at the altar, and say, 

“Hello,” because he was close to Jesus. He didn't need to say 

blah blah blah, no: “Hello, I am close to you and you are close 

to me.” This is the relationship we must have in prayer: 

closeness, affective closeness, as brothers and sisters, 

closeness with Jesus. A smile, a simple gesture, and not 

reciting words that do not reach the heart. As I said, talk to 

Jesus as a friend talks to another friend. It is a grace we must 

ask for one another: to see Jesus as our friend, as our greatest 

friend, our faithful friend, who does not blackmail, above all 

who never abandons us, even when we turn away from Him. He 

remains at the door of our heart. “No, with you I don’t want to 

know anything,” we say. And He remains silent, He remains 

close at hand, at heart’s reach because He is always faithful. 

Let us go forward with this prayer, we could say the prayer of 

“Ciao,” the prayer of greeting the Lord with our heart, the 

prayer of affection, the prayer of closeness, with few words but 

with acts and good works. Thank you. 



Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; turn your 
ear to me; hear my words. Guard me as the apple of your 
eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 
 

First Reading Ex 17:8-1 

The Amalekites came and attacked Israel at Rephidim. 
Moses said to Joshua, ‘Pick out men for yourself, and 
tomorrow morning march out to engage Amalek. I, 
meanwhile, will stand on the hilltop, the staff of God in 
my hand.’ Joshua did as Moses told him and marched 
out to engage Amalek, while Moses and Aaron and 
Hur went up to the top of the hill. As long as Moses 
kept his arms raised, Israel had the advantage; when 
he let his arms fall, the advantage went to Amalek. But 
Moses arms grew heavy, so they took a stone and put 
it under him and on this he sat, Aaron and Hur 
supporting his arms, one on one side, one on the 
other; and his arms remained firm till sunset. With the 
edge of the sword Joshua cut down Amalek and his 
people.     
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth.  

1. I lift up my eyes to the mountains: from where shall 
come my help? My help shall come from the Lord 
who made heaven and earth.    (R.) 

2. May he never allow you to stumble! Let him sleep 
not, your guard. No, he sleeps not nor slumbers, 
Israel’s guard.   (R.) 

3. The Lord is your guard and your shade; at your right 
side he stands. By day the sun shall not smite you 
nor the moon in the night.    (R.) 

4. The Lord will guard you from evil, he will guard your 
soul. The Lord will guard your going and coming both 
now and for ever.    (R.) 

 

Second Reading 2 Tim 3:14-4:2 

You must keep to what you have been taught and know 
to be true; remember who your teachers were, and how, 
ever since you were a child, you have known the holy 
scriptures – from these you can learn the wisdom that 
leads to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 
scripture is inspired by God and can profitably be used for 
teaching, for refuting error, for guiding people’s lives and 
teaching them to be holy. This is how the man who is 
dedicated to God becomes fully equipped and ready for 
any good work. 
Before God and before Christ Jesus who is to be judge of 
the living and the dead, I put this duty to you, in the name 
of his Appearing and of his kingdom: proclaim the 

message and, welcome or unwelcome, insist on it. Refute 
falsehood, correct error, call to obedience – but do all 
with patience and with the intention of teaching.   

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The word of God is living and active; it probes the 
thoughts and motives of our heart. 
Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Lk 18:1-8 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray 
continually and never lose heart. ‘There was a judge in a 
certain town’ he said ‘who had neither fear of God nor 
respect for man. In the same town there was a widow 
who kept on coming to him and saying, “I want justice 
from you against my enemy!” For a long time he refused, 
but at last he said to himself, “Maybe I have neither fear 
of God nor respect for man, but since she keeps pestering 
me I must give this widow her just rights, or she will 
persist in coming and worry me to death.”’ 
And the Lord said, ‘You notice what the unjust judge has 
to say? Now will not God see justice done to his chosen 
who cry to him day and night even when he delays to help 
them? I promise you, he will see justice done to them, 
and done speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will 
he find any faith on earth?’  
 

Communion Antiphon 

Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, 
who hope in his merciful love, to rescue their souls from 
death, to keep them alive in famine. 
 

Next Sunday: Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sirach 13:12-14, 16-19; 2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
The theme that links the First Reading, from the Book of 
Exodus (17:8-13) and the Gospel (Luke 18:1-8) today is 
clearly that of perseverance in prayer. The Gospel in fact 

expresses this clearly when it has Jesus introduce a 

parable about ‘the need to pray at all times and not lose 
heart’. 
 

The episode told in the First Reading, Exod 17:8-13, 

occurred, according to the Book of Exodus, early in the 
desert wandering of Israel following the deliverance from 
Egypt. The climax of that deliverance came when Moses, 

on God’s instruction, lifted up his staff over the sea. At 

this the waters parted, allowing the Israelites to escape. 
When they were safe on the other side, Moses again 

lifted up his hands and the waters returned to engulf the 

pursuing Egyptians. In the present episode Israel 
confronts another enemy, the Amalekites. The victory is 
gained in a similar way. When Moses lifts up his staff, God 

fights for the Israelites and they prevail. But when he 

wilts and his hands droop, the fortunes of battle reverse. 

So Aaron and Hur support Moses, holding up his hands 
until, as the sun is setting, Joshua gains the victory for 
Israel. In the Christian tradition the episode has always 

been taken as a symbol of perseverance in prayer: when 
people pray they open themselves up to the power of 

God; when, through weariness or discouragement, their 
prayer begins to wilt, they move away from that source of 

strength. The assistance Aaron and Hur render to Moses 

shows how believers must support each other in prayer – 
especially as persevering in that exercise can often be a 
trial of faith. 

 
The parable making up the Gospel appears to commend 
praying to God with the kind of persistence displayed by 

the widow in her dealings with the judge. But it hardly 

means to suggest that God needs to be worn down like 
the judge. Basically, it commends an attitude of trust in 
God that would motivate such persistence in prayer – 
even when the answer seems a long time coming. 

 
As is sometimes the case in Jesus’ parables (see especially 

that of the Rogue Steward from Luke, chapter 16 that we 
heard as the gospel four Sundays before), the action 

revolves around a rather unsavoury character. A judge 
who fears neither God nor fellow human beings takes no 
action in defence of a widow who had appealed to him. 

Lacking the support of a husband and possibly adult sons, 

widows were particularly dependent on the smooth and 
fair working of the institutions of justice. Hence the plight 
of this woman, whose entreaties the judge so long 
ignores. As Jesus tells the story, the lazy judge stirs 

himself on her behalf only when he suspects that her 

verbal entreaties are about to give way to actual physical 

violence. Translated literally, what he says to himself is 

‘lest she come and give me a black eye’ (The Greek 
expression is at home in the boxing arena). Like the 

Rogue Steward, the judge moves against his own previous 
inclination because he realises that a stage has been 

reached where to take no action may incur serious loss. 
The force of the parable emerges on an a fortiori kind of 
logic. If the unjust judge at long last – albeit through base 
and self-interested motives – moves to grant justice to 

the woman, how much more certainly and readily will the 

God of all goodness move to grant justice to chosen ones 
who make entreaty day and night. 
 

Since the parable is ultimately about the character of 
God, it is understandable that its final comment has to do 

with faith. Faith in God, displayed in prayer that is both 

trusting and calm as well as constant and persistent, is 

the right attitude for the present time – a time of waiting 
and hope, rather than possession of the Kingdom. In a 
world where so much injustice prevails and where the 

poor, like the widow, continue to cry out for justice day 

and night, the challenge of the parable is sharp. Those 

whose actions or inertia allow the world to remain for the 
majority an unjust and inhospitable place must reckon 
with the truth that God proclaimed in the Gospel is a God 

aligned with the cause of the poor. How long can such a 
God allow the situation to go on without redress? 

 
A similar warning in view of the accountability to come 

emerges from the instruction given to church leaders, in 

the person of Paul’s protege Timothy, in the Second 

Reading, 2 Tim 3:14 – 4:2. It also contains a valuable early 
reflection upon the role and function of scripture in the 

life of the community of faith. Those, in particular, who 
would aspire to leadership must take care to equip 
themselves with this resource.   

 From LiturgyHelp 



Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“As long as Moses held up his arms, the Israelites kept 
winning.” Exodus 17: 8-13 
 
“Once there was a judge in a certain city who neither 
feared God nor respected any human being. A widow in 
the same city kept coming to him and saying: ‘Give me a 
just decision against my opponent.”   Luke 18: 1-8 
 

One of the things that fascinates me 
about those of us who regard ourselves 
as card-carrying Catholics is that we 
seem to have little difficulty accepting 
Jesus as divine and, at the same time, are 
hesitant to accept him as fully human. 

Maybe we are not fully convinced by the author of the 
Letter to the Hebrews who asserts: “We do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathise with us in our 
weakness, but one who was tempted in every way that 
we are, yet never sinned.” (Hebrews 4: 15) One aspect of 
Jesus’ personality that we can easily overlook is that he 
had a sense of humour, and it’s on display in today’s 
gospel-reading in which, after giving the meaning of the 
parable he was about to tell, he begins: “Did you hear the 
news about the widow who gave the judge a black eye?” 
He went on to explain how the poor woman was so 
frustrated at being ignored by the judge that she took to 
him. And the judge himself admits: “I care little for God or 
man, but this widow is wearing me out.’ (The literal 
meaning of the Greek phrase that Luke puts in the mouth 
of the judge is: “She keeps hitting me under the eye.”) 
 
The judge who describes himself as “caring little for God 
or man” is not accustomed to taking backward steps for 
anyone, but by giving into the widow he gives us an 
insight into her fired-up determination. She is more than 
determined. She is feisty, belligerent and wants more 
than impartial justice. She wants to emerge from her 
tussle with the satisfaction of vindication and triumph. As 
far as the judge is concerned, the widow is a pest who 
bludgeons him into acceding to her demands. However, 
there is no indication that the judge feels even a scrap of 
compassion for her. So, Jesus is certainly not suggesting 
that the judge is a figure to be admired. 
 
What he is saying is that if the persistence of a very 
vulnerable widow can force an unjust judge into 
delivering justice, how much more will the God of 
compassion and justice reach out to those whom he loves 
endlessly and unconditionally. I suggest that Jesus is also 
making the point that prayer and action go hand-in-hand. 
Genuine prayer to God eventually leads us to get clear in 
our minds what God wants for all of humanity. As a 
consequence, our prayer will lead us to make efforts to 
bring justice to the poor and powerless who, all too often, 
are discounted and even entirely forgotten. 

God, we know, has a passion for justice and a preference 
for the poor. We know, too, that the Christian community 
to which we belong has a priority for social justice. In that 
context the persistent widow is a model for us. Her 
passion in confronting the unjust judge is both 
inspirational and admirable. The manner in which she 
confronts the judge pressures him to deliver justice to 
her. There are times when being faithful to Jesus and his 
Gospel calls us to raise our voices in protest in the public 
forum, in situations where our civil leaders and politicians 
will learn that we are not prepared to be silent witnesses 
to the kind of injustice that saps the life out of people 
who have been pushed to the edges of society. 
Hidden in this story of the widow and the unjust judge is 
the clear message that authentic prayer, the basic 
meaning of which is to stand in the presence of God, 
allows God to see us for who we really are  -  needy, 
vulnerable, open to being assessed  - but also capable of 
being God’s agents of justice, mercy and compassion. One 
of the psalms reminds us that “God hears the cry of the 
poor”, of orphans and aliens and vulnerable widows. We 
are called to be the ears of God and to do something 
constructive in response to what we hear. 
 
This parable challenges us to prove in action the kind of 
people we claim to be when we assert that we are 
followers and disciples of Jesus. We are all familiar with 
prayers of intercession and petition, prayers in which we 
ask God for any manner of thing. The kind of prayer that 
is central to this parable is a prayer in which we 
acknowledge our preparedness to give willingly to God 
whatever in our hearts we discover God is asking of us. In 
case we have forgotten, the prophet Micah reminds us: 
“What God requires of you is this: “Act justly, love 
goodness and walk humbly with God” (Micah 6: 8). 
Walking humbly with God calls us to accompanying God 
wherever in our world God’s presence is most needed. -  
among the poor. If we fail to do justice, do we not 
distance God from us?  
 
The punch line in today’s gospel-reading, is to be found in 
the very last sentence where Jesus asks: “But when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18: 8) Jesus is voicing his doubt about 
everyone who claims to be his disciple, asking if all his 
efforts have come to nothing. While the story of the judge 
and the widow compels us to stop and look at our world 
and its endless succession of injustices  -  at its prison 
systems, its power abuses, its exploitation of the poor, at 
its neglect of first nation peoples  -  in its conclusion it 
turns its focus on those who make up the community that 
claims to walk in Jesus’ footsteps. We belong to that 
group, and we are being pushed to ask ourselves if we will 
be found wanting. The answer will be “yes”, if our prayer 
does not lead us to work for justice for those who are 
being denied it.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARY MASS: 30 OCTOBER 
The annual Wedding Anniversary Mass will 

be held on Sunday 30th October at 11am at 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta.  

Bishop Vincent will celebrate Solemn Mass, followed by a 

light lunch at the Cathedral Hall. All couples celebrating a 

significant wedding anniversary will receive a certificate from 

Bishop Vincent.  

Please register your name, years of marriage and numbers 

attending at marriage@parracatholic.org by 21 October. 

Family and friends are welcome.  

Talks for Adults (ages 13+) 

from October 10  

Every Monday and Thursday 

7.30pm 
 

Come and listen to a word of hope 

that can help you find peace and joy 

in your heart, regardless of the 

events surrounding you every day. 
 

Life is beautiful and is worth living in 

fullness. 
 

1 Chapel Ln, Baulkham Hills 

(Downey Room underneath 

St Michaels parish office) 
 

If you require transport or babsitting, 

Contact Lucas 0428 813 256 

Baulkham Hills 
YOUTH MOVEMENT 

Youth Group! 
 

We aren’t having Youth Group until the end of the school 
holidays! Youth Group will return Friday the 21/10 
 

We all pray that you have an amazing holiday and will be 
excited for the return of Youth Group!  
 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Kim on 
0407 773 174, or send an email through 
to youth@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

BECOMING A LECTOR 
Would you like to proclaim the Word of God at 

Mass? Lectors are needed for this very special 

ministry.  

Any confirmed, practicing Catholic over the age of 

16 is invited to volunteer.  

We ask that lectors serve approximately once a 

month at a Mass time of your choice and to volunteer at Holy 

Day Masses. If you are interested or would like more 

information, please contact the parish office on 9639 0598 

or email admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Isaac Baker 
 Isaac Daniel 
 Leonatos Evangelidis 
 Samuel Griffin 
 Aura Procek 

 
who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church  

during the week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

Our Week  
 

Monday 17 October 

Memorial - St Ignatius of Antioch 

 

Tuesday 18 October 

Feast - St Luke 

STAY FOR A CUPPA! 
Our next morning tea hosted by the Alpha 

team will be SUNDAY 16th OCTOBER after 

10am mass.   

We’d love you to stay and have a chat, while 

the kids play on the grass outside 

(supervision provided – kids are welcome to bring their own 

balls/games).  Morning tea will be served at the side entrance 

of the church.  

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  ALL ARE WELCOME 

Can I help too?  

Many people have asked whether they can assist with the 

morning teas and the answer is yes! You don’t need to be a 

member of the Alpha team to be involved.  Helping out is easy 

and we are a very friendly bunch.     

We have a roster that you simply put 

your name on with whatever job you 

love to do – whether it be baking, 

bringing the milk, or helping with pack 

up.  There’s something for everyone!   

Email Emma Baker at 

alphateam2153@gmail.com for more info. 

Fertility Awareness Online Evening: 

Thursday 3 November 
Are you looking for answers to infertility? On 

Thursday 3 November at 7.30pm, couples are 

invited to an online Natural Fertility session 

hosted by the Diocese of Parramatta. Vinetta Lobo, a Certified 

FertilityCare Practitioner will explain how The Creighton Model 

FertilityCare System can assess and evaluate your current 

fertility status and treat infertility. Listen to real couples share 

their experience.  

To register, or for more information, please contact Catherine 

on 0400 427 605 or catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org  

MET WORSHIP FORMATION FOR 

MINISTERS AT THE ALTAR:  

SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER 
The Worship – Mission Enhancement 

Team are organising an Ongoing 

Formation Day for Ministers at the Altar, 

Adult servers and Acolytes on Saturday 

12 November at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown, 

from 9.30am to 3pm. Morning tea and lunch will be provided. 

To register, please contact the Worship team on (02) 8838 

3456 or email mary.gale@parracatholic.org  

mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org
mailto:youth@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:alphateam2153@gmail.com
mailto:catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org


ST. ELISABETH CONVENT - BELARUS  
 

With travel restrictions eased, we are once again delighted to welcome Sr Maria from  

St Elisabeth Convent (Belarus).  

 

You are invited to see and purchase handmade religious articles made by the Sisters.  

 

The exposition will take place at all Masses at St Michael’s this weekend.  

 

If you would like to know more about St. Elisabeth Convent (Belarus) please visit  
Website: https://obitel-minsk.org/ or  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/StElisabethConventOfficial/featured  

https://obitel-minsk.org/
https://www.youtube.com/c/StElisabethConventOfficial/featured


Neela and her family live on the outskirts of the town of Emdibir, in central Ethiopia, and she 
struggles to provide food and other basic needs for her family. 
 
Her youngest, Ajani*, is often sick, but they are unable to afford medical treatment. (*Name 
altered to protect identity) 
 
Neela is desperate to find a solution to support her children. 
 
Distressingly, this situation is all too common in Ethiopia, especially in the Emdibir region, 

where over 70% of households are unable to put enough food on the table. 
 
Fr Habte works in collaboration with the local community to support those in need in the most effective and 
practical way. 
 
Our contribution can help provide lasting change in Ethiopia and around the world. 

Catholic Mission Appeal - Weekend 22/23 October 2022 

A call to respond to the need of our neighbour…  

In the spirit of Pope Francis’ World Mission Day message from Acts 1:8, ‘You will be my 
witnesses…’, Fr Habte asks you, his Australian brothers and sisters in Christ, for your 
support. 
 

“A person who understands the idea that God is love, a believer who cares about his 
fellow man, grieves, and makes every sacrifice possible.” 

Please accept this invitation to be part of a 
life-changing project for families like 
Neela’s* with a generous gift today. 
 

catholicmission.org.au/ethiopia 

https://www.catholicmission.org.au/see-our-work-in-action/ethiopia


LIFTED Live in the Forecourt is back for 2022!  
 

All are welcome to St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta on 22 October from  

7pm to 10pm for LIFTED Live. Encounter the vibrancy and dynamism of young 

people of our Church. Live performances, games, activities, art exhibition,  

and adoration. Share your gifts and talent with our Diocesan community by 

visiting www.parracatholic.org/liftedeoi.  

If you have questions? Email qwayne.guevara@parracatholic.org 

http://www.parracatholic.org/liftedeoi
mailto:qwayne.guevara@parracatholic.org


 

Masterclass for Sponsor Married Couples: Friday 28 October 

 

The Diocese is looking to more deeply accompany couples preparing to be married. Have you been 

married for more than 5 years? Committed to living the sacrament of Marriage? Willing to give time 

limited assistance to couples preparing for marriage?  

 

Join us for a Masterclass on Friday 28 October at 7.30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown, 

on Sponsoring engaged couples in your Parish using the SmartLoving Engaged Online program.  

 

To book your attendance or to ask further questions, please email marriage@parracatholic.org or phone 

Marisa on (02) 8838 3460  

mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org


Join us at the Loreto Normanhurst Spring Fair! 
 

Spring Fair will be held on Sunday, 30 October 2022 from 10am - 4pm. 
 

The day will be filled with rides, food and market stalls, Battle of the Bands entertainment, Boarders’ Farmers Market, Build-a-

Bear, games, activities and more! Visit our website to see how you can win a 2022 Hyundai Kona as well as some other terrific 

raffle prizes! 
 

All members of the community and local area are invited to join in the fun of the day. 
 

Please visit www.loretonh.nsw.edu.au for more information about the Fair.  

http://www.loretonh.nsw.edu.au




Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

16 OCTOBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

23 OCTOBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves E. Riches, P. Sladen D 9 C 5 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr E SR 

M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, 

A. Sullivan 
SR SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

C. Burton, A. Mantaring, 

S. Mantaring 
I SR 

S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, 

B. Fabri, M. Rutkin 
G 11 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden K 8 A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer SR 12 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 16 OCTOBER 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 23 OCTOBER 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, R. Gosper, 

L. Domanillo 

G. Shin, E. Riches, R. Gosper, 

L. Karam, W. Ng 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

J. Macey, R. Macey, L. De La Cruz, 

S. Haskins 

P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee, 

Youth 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  16.10.22 WEEK BEGINNING  23.10.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 16.10.22  :   

Team 3 :  R. McGuiness 

Counters 23.10.22  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 22.10.22 : 

L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic 

Saturday 29.10.22 : 

D. Maglalang, M. Medvidovic 

PROJECTOR  

Weekend 22nd/23rd October 2022 -  Masses:         Sat  5pm:    S. Yao 

Sun  8am:     M. O’Loan         10am:      M. Almedia            6pm:     Y/T Menezes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 

Recently Deceased: 
George Dumlao, victims of the Corona Virus 
pandemic in NSW and around the world and 
those who have died in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
John May, Allen Bastian, Bryan Chester, 
Pablito Afable, Joan R Tronco,  
Juanita Gamboa 
 
Sick: 
Barbara Ison, Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao, 
Jess Banayos, Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, 
Debra Price, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, 
Mary Burns, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson,  
Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  Frank Jacobs, 
Jacinta Hollins, Bridgette Boldt, Joe Maroun, 
Sean Angeles, Catherine Hemmings,  
Patricia MacDonald, Hazel Clasquin,  
Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi,  
Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

