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Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
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By Appointment 
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Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  
Fr Andrew Rooney 

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
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Mr. Steven Haskins 
 

ENGAGING THE LOST     
~ Reflection by Pope Francis 

Today’s Gospel places us in the footsteps of 

Jesus Who, on His way to Jerusalem, stopped 

in Jericho. There was a great crowd to 

welcome Him, including a man named 

Zacchaeus, the head of the “publicans”, that 

is, of those Jews who collected taxes on 

behalf of the Roman Empire. He was rich not 

from honest earnings, but because he asked 

for “bribes”, and this increased contempt for him. Zacchaeus “was seeking to see 

who Jesus was”; he didn’t want to meet Him, but he was curious: he wanted to see 

that character about whom he had heard extraordinary things. He was curious. And 

being short in stature, “to see him” he climbs up a tree. When Jesus comes close, he 

looks up and sees Him.  

And this is important: the first glance is not from Zacchaeus, but from Jesus, who 

among the many faces that surrounded Him – the crowd – seeks precisely that one. 

The merciful gaze of the Lord reaches us before we ourselves realize that we need 

it in order to be saved. And with this gaze of the divine Master there begins the 

miracle of the conversion of the sinner. Indeed, Jesus calls to him, and He calls him 

by his name: “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today” 

(v. 5). He does not reproach him, He does not deliver a “sermon” to him; He tells 

him that he must go to Him: “he must”, because it is the will of the Father. Despite 

the murmuring of the people, Jesus chose to stay at the home of that public sinner.  

We too would have been scandalized by this behaviour of Jesus. But contempt for 

and rejection of the sinner only isolates him and causes him to harden in the evil he 

commits against himself and the community. Instead, God condemns sin, but tries 

to save the sinner; He goes looking for him to bring him back on the right path. Those 

who have never felt they are sought by God’s mercy find it difficult to grasp the 

extraordinary greatness of the gestures and words with which Jesus approaches 

Zacchaeus.  

Jesus’ acceptance and attention to him led him to a clear change of mentality: in 

just a moment he realized how petty life is when it revolves around money, at the 

cost of stealing from others and receiving their contempt. Having the Lord there, in 

his house, makes him see everything with different eyes, even with a little of the 

tenderness with which Jesus looked at him. And his way of seeing and using money 

also changes: the gesture of grabbing is replaced by that of giving. Indeed, he 

decides to give half of what he possesses to the poor and to return four times the 

sum to those from whom he has stolen. Zacchaeus discovers from Jesus that it is 

possible to love gratuitously: until this moment he was mean, but now he becomes 

generous; he had a taste for amassing wealth, now he rejoices in distributing. By 

encountering Love, by discovering that he is loved despite his sins, he becomes 

capable of loving others, making money a sign of solidarity and communion.  

May the Virgin May obtain for us the grace always to feel Jesus’ merciful gaze upon 

us, to go with mercy towards those who have erred, so that they too may welcome 

Jesus, who “came to seek and to save the lost”.  
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THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   

Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; 

be not far from me! 

Make haste and come to my help  

First Reading   Wis 11:22- 12:2 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

You have mercy on all things because you love everything 
that exists. 

In your sight, Lord, the whole world is like a grain of dust 

that tips the scales, 

like a drop of morning dew falling on the ground. 

Yet you are merciful to all, because you can do all things 

and overlook men’s sins so that they can repent. 

Yes, you love all that exists, you hold nothing of what you 

have made in abhorrence, 

for had you hated anything, you would not have formed it. 

And how, had you not willed it, could a thing persist, 

how be conserved if not called forth by you? 

You spare all things because all things are yours, Lord, lover 

of life, 

you whose imperishable spirit is in all. 

Little by little, therefore, you correct those who offend, 

you admonish and remind them of how they have sinned, 

so that they may abstain from evil and trust in you, Lord.  

Responsorial Psalm 

Response: I will praise your name for ever, my king 
and my God. 

1. I will give you glory, O God my King,  

I will bless your name for ever. 

I will bless you day after day 

and praise your name for ever.  

Response: I will praise your name for ever, my king 
and my God. 

2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,  

slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, 

compassionate to all his creatures.  

Response: I will praise your name for ever, my king 
and my God. 

3. All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, 

 and your friends shall repeat their blessing. 

They shall speak of the glory of your reign 

and declare your might, O God.  

Response: I will praise your name for ever, my king 
and my God. 

4. The Lord is faithful in all his words  

and loving in all his deeds. 

The Lord supports all who fall 

and raises all who are bowed down.  
Response: I will praise your name for ever, my king 

and my God. 

 

 
  

Second Reading   2 Thes 1:11-2:2 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 

The name of our Lord Jesus Christ will be glorified in 
you and you in him. 

We pray continually that our God will make you 
worthy of his call, and by his power fulfil all your 
desires for goodness and complete all that you have 
been doing through faith; because in this way the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ will be glorified in you 
and you in him, by the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

To turn now, brothers, to the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and how we shall all be gathered round 
him: please do not get excited too soon or alarmed 
by any prediction or rumour or any letter claiming to 
come from us, implying that the Day of the Lord has 
already arrived. 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 

that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel     Lk 19:1-10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

The Son of Man came to seek and to find that which 
was lost. 

Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the 
town when a man whose name was Zacchaeus made 
his appearance; he was one of the senior tax 
collectors and a wealthy man. He was anxious to see 
what kind of man Jesus was, but he was too short and 
could not see him for the crowd; so he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore tree to catch a glimpse of Jesus 
who was to pass that way. When Jesus reached the 
spot he looked up and spoke to him: ‘Zacchaeus, 
come down. Hurry, because I must stay at your house 
today.’ And he hurried down and welcomed him 
joyfully. They all complained when they saw what was 
happening. ‘He has gone to stay at a sinner’s house’ 
they said. But Zacchaeus stood his ground and said 
to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am going to give half my 
property to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody I 
will pay him back four times the amount.’ And Jesus 
said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, 
because this man too is a son of Abraham; for the Son 
of Man has come to seek out and save what was lost.’ 

Communion Antiphon    
You will show me the path of life, 
the fullness of joy in your presence, O Lord. 
 

  



REFLECTION FOR THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 

 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

 

“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I mean to stay at your house.” 

Luke 19: 1-10 

 

There is no doubt that Luke, in his Gospel, presents us with a Jesus who has a 
preferential option for the poor and needy. As we have followed the Sunday 
readings throughout the year, we have read of the woman who had unsuccessfully 
spent all her savings on doctors, and, in desperation, reached out in faith to touch 
Jesus’ cloak (Lk 8: 43 ff). There was the story of the rich man who feasted every day 
but ignored poor Lazarus who was wasting away at the rich man’s door (Lk. 16: 19-
31). There have been multiple accounts of Jesus reaching out to ostracised blind 
people and untouchable lepers (eg Lk. 5:12-16 and Lk. 17: 11-27). And then, there 
was the story of how Jesus urged a gathering at a celebration in a Pharisee’s house 
to invite to their banquets poor people who could not return the favour (Lk. 14: 12-
14). A close second to Jesus’ preference for the poor was his outreach to those who 
had been labelled as public sinners, especially tax-collectors, who were universally 
despised and treated with contempt. Tax collectors have been the focus of the 
gospel readings of recent Sundays, and this coming Sunday we have the story of 
Zacchaeus, “a chief tax-collector”.  

There is a touch of humour about this story in that it describes the undignified 
behaviour of a high-profile public identity who resorts to shinning up a tree in order 
to get a good view of Jesus, the prophet, whose reputation had preceded him. We 
can only wonder what it was that prompted Zacchaeus to risk further public 
embarrassment and ridicule by an action such as that. After all, he had already 
earned the contempt of almost everyone for his collaboration with the Romans and 
his extortionary methods of bleeding rich and poor alike. He would have been 



almost friendless. Had he reached the point of being sickened by the man he saw 
when he looked into the mirror? Had his conscience started to get the better of 
him? Had he come to realise that accumulation of wealth at the expense of others 
had given him neither joy nor satisfaction? Was he merely curious? 

Whatever it was that possessed him to climb the sycamore tree, it seems to me that 
he somehow had come to the conclusion that the Jesus he wanted to see might be 
his only source of inner peace. Jesus, in his turn, somehow sensed that the man he 
saw up the tree was longing for his hollowness to be filled. Without hesitation and 
without stopping to consider that, yet again, his critics would condemn him for 
associating with public sinners, Jesus invited himself to lunch in the house of 
Zacchaeus. Both Zacchaeus and Jesus pushed to the side personal reputation and 
human respect.   

For whatever reason, Zacchaeus went in search of Jesus. In his turn, Jesus 
responded to Zacchaeus, affirming that there was some good in him despite his 
reprehensible past. Whatever Jesus said to Zacchaeus was enough to trigger in him 
a change of heart, an experience of conversion. 

Every gospel-reading we hear calls us to move from the stance of observers to that 
of active participants. We make that shift by acknowledging that the experience of 
Zacchaeus is our experience, too. While few of us have earned a reputation for 
advancing ourselves by gouging the poor, there have been times in our lives when 
we have compromised our personal integrity, when we have not been true to what 
we know to be the deepest desire of our heart. We have felt the needle of 
conscience prodding us to mend our ways, to address whatever is in need of healing 
in our lives. That is the experience of all humans, be they people of a particular 
religious faith or of none. We all know in our heart the feeling of dis-ease whenever 
we fail to live with integrity, whenever we fail to treat others with reverence and 
respect, with the dignity they deserve as our sisters and brothers.  

Those of us who call ourselves Christian, commit ourselves to walk in the footsteps 
of Jesus, to live in accord with his Gospel. We know from experience that conversion 
of mind and heart is a life-long journey. It is rarely the consequence an instant, life-
changing event similar to the dramatic experience that turned the life of Saul of 
Tarsus upside down. Still, in different ways, Jesus says to each of us: “I mean to 
come and stay in your house.” Perhaps we are hesitant, even reluctant, to give him 
entrée. I suspect that’s because we don’t believe we are good enough or because 
we fear what he might ask of us. Life experience has taught me that most of us are 
slow to admit that we are good. God doesn’t make junk. And my experience is that 
there is good in everyone I have encountered, and that human decency is to be 
found in everyone.  

We don’t know whether Zacchaeus’ change of heart in the direction of being 
magnanimous was complete or lasting. Implicit in his promises was an admission 
that his conduct had been less than exemplary and that he was resolved to make 
amends. What this story of his meeting with Jesus does tell us is that Jesus has the 
ability do deal with the ambiguities evident in the lives of everyone. As he dealt with 
Zacchaeus in the circumstances of his life, so, too, is he ready and willing to deal 
with us in the ever-changing circumstances of our lives. We need to be courageous 
enough to prepare ourselves to listen for the times when he says to us: “I mean to 
join you in your house for lunch today.” 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers the 

relatives and friends of our Parish 

Communities for whom prayers have 

been requested: 

 
Recently Deceased: Julianne Wulff 

Anniversaries: Mary Reilly 

Our sick relatives & friends 
John Walker, Mabel Yabsley, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, 

Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother),Melba Oki, David 

Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry Williams, Peter Campbell, 

Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo 

Herrara,  David Molina, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael 

Dawborne, Holly Burns, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren 

Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, 

Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Richard 

Meagher and all who are ill or struggling as a result of the 

Coronavirus throughout the world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.   

Adoration commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant we have low 
gluten (negligible) hosts to enable you to receive 

the Body of Christ in Communion. 
Please speak to Father or the Acolyte 
before Mass. Please go to the priest 
celebrating Mass to receive Communion.  
 
 

November ~ Month of Holy Souls  
 
 
 
 

November, traditionally the Month of the Holy Souls, is a 

special time when we offer prayers for our deceased 

loved ones and others who have died.  Mass requests 

are placed in the Book of Saints, placed before the Altar 

and our Masses during the month of November are 

offered for these intentions. Please PRINT names clearly.  

November Mass Offering Envelopes are available at the 

back of the church. Please place the amount you can 

afford in the envelope. These offerings will be distributed 

among the priests who will be offering Mass for your 

November intentions. Envelopes may be placed in the 

collection boxes at the back of the church, given to the 

Parish Office or given to one of our priests.  

Holy Souls’ Day Masses ~ Wednesday 2nd November  
Our Lady of Lourdes:  9.30am, 7.30pm  

St Michael’s:   9.15am, 7.30pm 

CATHOLIC MISSION 
Thank you for your contributions to the Catholic Mission 

appeal last week. Envelopes are still available for 

donations, which are tax deductible. 

 

The following links will take you to the 6.00pm  live-
streaming of Saturday evening Mass at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church for the month of October: 
 
29th October 2022, THE THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME ............. https://youtu.be/Pl1dY3kjscA 
 

 
Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass:  

~ This Sunday, 30th October 
The annual Wedding Anniversary Mass will be 

held this Sunday 30th October at 11.00am at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Bishop 

Vincent will celebrate Solemn Mass, followed 

by a light lunch at the Cathedral Hall. All 

couples celebrating a significant wedding anniversary will 

receive a certificate from Bishop Vincent.  

Family and friends are welcome. 

MET Worship Formation for Ministers at the Altar:  

~ 12th  November 

The Worship – Mission Enhancement Team is organising 

an Ongoing Formation Day for Ministers at the Altar, 

Adult servers and Acolytes on Saturday 12th November at 

the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown, from 9.30am 

to 3pm. Morning tea and lunch will be provided. To 

register, please contact the Worship team on (02) 8838 

3456 or email mary.gale@parracatholic.org 

Christian Meditation Introduction 
and Renewal Day: 20 November 

 You are invited to a Christian 
Meditation Introduction and 
Renewal Day at St Benedict’s 
Monastery, 121 Arcadia Rd, Arcadia, 
on Sunday 20 November from 
10.30am to 3pm, with registration 

from 10am and Mass celebrated in the afternoon. 
Morning tea will be provided, but BYO picnic lunch and 
other refreshments. No need to register ahead of time. 
For enquiries, please contact either Ann Bergman 
on anniebergman@hotmail.com or Ann Lomas 
on atlomas@bigpond.com or (02) 9653 2637.  

  



PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY OCTOBER 28 
A COVID SAFE PARISH 

Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend at St Michael’s we will be celebrating 
the first communions for a number of our 
parishioners at both the parish Masses and special 
Communion Masses. Please pray for our children and 
their families. 

WEDNESDAY, 2 NOVEMBER - ALL SOULS DAY 
(COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED) 
On this day we pray for all the deceased members of 
our families and parish. 

Mass times are: 9.15am & 7.30pm at St Michael’s 
9.30am & 7.30pm at Our Lady of 
Lourdes 

November Mass offering Envelopes will be available 
in both Churches, and a memorial book will be placed 
in the Church. For further details please see the 
bulletin. 

PARISH SURVEY 
These are the last few days for completing the survey 
– extended to 5pm November 2: All Souls Day. 

The Survey is to provide some information about 
how we are doing as a parish. Preferred to be done 
using this link Parish of Baulkham Hills Parish Survey, 
please complete as this will provide immediate data. 

Paper copies are available at both 
Churches. 

By using the camera on your phone, 
you can also use the QR code. 

A version for school families has been sent via the 
school 

As at 8.30am on Friday, there were 129 parish 
submissions, and 58 school submissions. Can we 
make it more? All age groups are invited to complete 
the survey. 

DAVID DOWLING TO BE ORDAINED TO THE 
PERMANENT DIACONATE 
Congratulations to David Dowling, one of our long-
time parishioners, who will be ordained to the 
permanent diaconate by Bishop Vincent at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta, on Saturday, 
December 10 at 10.30am. Four other men who have 
been preparing with him will also be ordained to 
serve in our diocese. 

David and his wife Dee have always been very active 
in our parish community, but for the last two years, 
David has been working at St John XXIII Parish, 
Stanhope Gardens, as part of his formation. David 
and his four confreres will bring the number of active 
permanent deacons to 20. 

We congratulate David and Dee on this important 
step in their journey. 

 

POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT 
Pope Francis continued his cycle of catechesis on 
Discernment, focusing on the theme “The elements 
of discernment. One’s own life story” 

MASS LINK 
The Mass link for this Saturday for the Thirty-First 
Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on 
YOUTUBE after that - https://youtu.be/Pl1dY3kjscA. 
Please copy the link into browser if it does not 
immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm 
from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK 
links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK 
page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with 
this every week. 

Our apologies for the problems experienced last 
week with the Mass link for those watching on-line. 
A glitch at our end meant that Mass only began with 
the Consecration. FACEBOOK viewers were 
unaffected. While corrected by Sunday, if you missed 
the Mass, here is the new link - 
https://youtu.be/KBxOBkNiU_Y 

FOR THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 

Recently deceased:  Sr Margaret Harrison, Sr Joan 
Keogh, Leodegario Alimangohan 

Anniversary: Lily D’Cunha, Anthony Mascari 

Fr Wim 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To 
assist with the proper recording for the second 
collection, please include your envelope number if 
you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB   067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection 
– for support of the Parish 

 BSB   067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishba
ulkhamhills 
 



 

  
If a member of your family or friend who is Catholic is 
admitted into The Hills Private Hospital, Norwest Private 
Hospital or Lakeview Private Hospital Norwest and 
would like to receive Holy Communion or to be visited by 
a Priest, please notify the parish office on 9639 8385 or 
email olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
Please Note: The Hospital is unable to make contact 
with a priest directly – the request must come from the 
patient or their family so please let us know if you 
require a hospital visitation by a priest or minister of 
communion 
OLOL Pastoral Group Initiative – Arrupe 

 ~ Jesuit Refugee Service  

The foodbank is always in need of non-
perishable items. All we ask is that you 
place one or two items in your shopping 
trolley when you do your regular shop. 
We are continuing with this practice as 

there are still many people in need of our continued 
assistance and support. 

 Basmati Rice   Tinned Tomatoes  
 Tuna in Oil   Long Life Milk 
 Cooking Oil   Pasta or Spaghetti 

This is a list of staple goods that the centre’s clients  
need on a regular basis – no matter what time of year. 

We are also continuing to collect toiletries, sanitary 

pads, nappies, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soaps and 

other personal items that may be useful to those who 

have come as refugees and asylum seekers, to make 

their home in Australia.  We ask that you put one or two 

personal items in your shopping trolley that can be 

donated to those less fortunate in our community. You 

may prefer to put a couple of items together to make a 

small Pamper Pack. JRS is most grateful for your 
continued support of those for whom life is a continual 
struggle. 

North Rocks Parish Golden Jubilee Celebrations:  
     ~  19 November 

Christ the King Parish, North Rocks, will be celebrating its 
50th anniversary with Mass presided by Bishop Vincent on 
Saturday 19 November, the Feast of Christ the King, at 
5.30pm. All are welcome to celebrate this significant parish 
milestone, with former parishioners particularly invited to 
the celebration. For catering purposes, please confirm your 
attendance with the parish office 
on northrocks@parracatholic.org. 

 

 
 
 
Baby Needs 

For lots of people that don’t have full time permanent 
work, the last couple of years have been particularly 
difficult and, with soaring inflation, things are not getting 
any better. 

We have a client who is due to give birth to her baby in 
mid-December. Over the past couple of years this client 
and her partner have struggled with not enough hours of 
work, and as a result have also struggled with keeping up 
with their rent and then living costs. She and her partner 
have a daughter aged 9 and are now expecting a boy. She 
effectively is starting off from scratch in preparing to 
receive her son into the world. She would be greatly 
appreciative of any help we can provide her.  

If any in our Community can help with donating baby 
clothes and baby necessities and consumables, we will, 
from next weekend, have a box at the rear of the Church 
marked “Baby (Boy) Needs” where you can leave your 
donation and we will ensure that they are delivered to our 
client. 

Social Justice Issues 

In addition to helping those in need, the St Vincent de Paul 
Society advocates for and pursues many social justice 
issues affecting people in our communities. If you want to 
learn more about these issues or are interested in 
participating in any of the Society social justice issues, click 
on or go to socialjustice.vinnies.org.au . 

God Bless 
Our Lady of Lourdes St Vincent de Paul Conference 

 

	
Have	you	considered	sharing	the	gift	of	your	

Catholic	faith	with	Catholic	children	in	the	state	
schools	by	becoming	a	Special	Religious	Education	

(SRE)	Teacher/	Catechist?	

We provide all the training necessary, the teacher’s guide 
and student activity book for every lesson. 
For more details about the ministry, how it works and how 
you could become involved, please talk to: 
Parish Coordinator: Alain Vella   0406103 010 
Parish Secretary, OLOL : Louise Ryall  9639 8385 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 
 31st Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 29th October 

Saturday 
Vigil 6.00pm John Vassett Paul Lewis Jane Wilks Grace yee 

 30th October 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Marietta Guillema Michael Guillema 

Kay Bull 
Marlene Murrow 

32nd  Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 5th November 

Saturday 
Vigil 6.00pm Roland Barros Zelda Booth Jane Wilks Maureen Steele 

 6th November 
Sunday 
9.30am Anthony Pope Nicole Christoy Frangee Ampil 

Louise Ryall 
Janina Starkey 



 

Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

  

 

MET Worship Formation for Ministers at the Altar: 
12 November 

The Worship – Mission Enhancement Team are 
organising an Ongoing Formation Day for Ministers 
at the Altar, Adult servers and Acolytes on Saturday 
12 November at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 
Blacktown, from 9.30am to 3pm. Morning tea and 
lunch will be provided. To register, please contact 
the Worship team on (02) 8838 3456 or 
email mary.gale@parracatholic.org 

Fertility Awareness Online Evening: 3 November 

Are you looking for answers to infertility? On 
Thursday 3 November at 7.30pm, couples are 
invited to an online Natural Fertility session hosted 
by the Diocese of Parramatta. Vinetta Lobo, a 
Certified FertilityCare Practitioner will explain how 
The Creighton Model FertilityCare System can 
assess and evaluate your current fertility status and 
treat infertility. Listen to real couples share their 
experience. To register, or for more information, 
please contact Catherine on 0400 427 605 
or catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org 

The Diocese of Parramatta is heading to WYD23 in 
Lisbon 

 Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to the 
next World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal from July 
21 – August 11, 2023. Young people 16-35 and their 
families are encouraged to learn more 
at www.parrawyd.org. Express your interest in 
coming to Lisbon today! For all enquiries, contact 
James Camden, Head Mission Engagement 
– james.camden@parracatholic.org 

 Marriage Preparation Courses in 2022 

Getting married in 2022? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. 
Visit www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view 
weekend course dates, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be 
booked via the website. For more information, 
email met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 
0403 305 431 or Marisa on 0412 280 017. 

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal is open 
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese 
of Parramatta remains open and committed to 
assisting anyone with enquiries regarding 
marriage annulments. Please contact the Tribunal 
office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org. 

 

 

 

Calling for World Youth Day aspiring small group 
leaders! 

 Bishop Vincent is seeking applications from aspiring 

small group leaders to accompany young people of 

the Diocese of Parramatta on our pilgrimage to the 

next World Youth Day in Lisbon Portugal. The small 

group leaders will provide accompaniment and 

support to each pilgrim and ensure their safety and 

wellbeing and is integral to facilitating the full 

participation of pilgrims. Please 

email met@parracatholic.org to express your 

interest and request a position description with 

further details of the selection criteria by Wednesday 

November 2. 

Soul Food Podcast – Pastoral Formation 

Do you find life & faith inspiration by listening to the 

experiences of others? 

Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast features life 

& faith stories of people from our diocesan family. 

Listen now for FREE via our website or on 

Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/  

Positions Vacant 

Parish of Richmond Position Vacancy 

• The Parish of Richmond is looking for a Parish 
Coordinator of Ministries (PCM) on a casual, 14 
hour a week status. The successful candidate will 
be accountable to the Parish Priest and be 
responsible for providing support for the parish 
clergy in their ministry. The coordinator will 
develop four key focus areas of ministry: 
coordination, promotion and recruitment, 
formation and communication. To obtain an 
application pack, please contact the parish office 
on admin@parishofrichmond,org.au or phone (02) 
4578 1410. Applications close Friday 25 
November 2022. 

• Project Coordinator (part-time) – Catholic Youth 
Parramatta, Diocese of Parramatta – Applications 
close 10pm Monday 7 November. More details at: 

 parracatholic.org/employment 

Advertising opportunities available in 
December Catholic Outlook Magazine 
The Catholic Outlook Magazine reaches 8,000 
families in the Diocese of Parramatta. Advertising 
starts at only $240. To place your ad in the 
December edition, call Christina on 0439 594 726. 
 

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 



 

 
 

POPE FRANCIS ON DISCERNMENT  

In his address in Italian, the Pope continued his cycle of catechesis on Discernment, focusing on the 
theme: “The elements of discernment. One’s own life story”. 

Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, in 
order to humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his 

commandment (Bible reading: Dt 8:2). 

 
Catechesis of the Holy Father 
Dear brothers and sisters, welcome and good morning! 

In the catecheses of these weeks we are focusing on the prerequisites for good discernment. In 
life we have to make decisions, always, and to make decisions we must follow a journey, a path of 
discernment. Every important activity has its “instructions” to follow, which must be known in 
order for them to produce the necessary effects. Today we will look at another indispensable 
ingredient for discernment: one’s own life story. Knowing one’s own life story is, let’s say, an 
essential ingredient for discernment. 

Our life is the most precious “book” that is given to us, a book that unfortunately many do not 
read, or rather they do so too late, before dying. And yet, precisely in that book that one finds 
what one pointlessly seeks elsewhere. Saint Augustine, a great seeker of the truth, had understood 
this just by rereading his life, noting in it the silent and discreet, but incisive, steps of the presence 
of the Lord. At the end of this journey, he noted with wonder: “You were within, and I without, 
and there I did seek you; I, unlovely, rushed heedlessly among the things of beauty you made. You 
were with me, but I was not with you” (Confessions X, 27.38). Hence his invitation to cultivate the 
inner life to find what one is seeking: “Return within yourself. In the inner man dwells truth” (On 
True Religion, XXXIX, 72). This is an invitation I would extend to all of you, and even to myself: 
“Return within yourself. Read your life. Read yourself inwardly, the path you have taken. With 
serenity. Return within yourself”. 

Many times, we too have had Augustine’s experience, of finding ourselves imprisoned by thoughts 
that lead us away from ourselves, stereotypical messages that harm us: for example, “I am 
worthless” – and it gets you down; “everything goes wrong for me” – and it gets you down; “I will 
never achieve anything worthwhile” - and it gets you down, and this becomes your life. These 
pessimistic phrases that get you down! Reading one’s own history also means recognizing the 
presence of these “toxic” elements, but then broadening our narrative, learning to notice other 
things, making it richer, more respectful of complexity, succeeding also in grasping the discreet 
ways in which God acts in our life. I once knew a person who people said deserved the Nobel Prize 
in negativity: everything was bad, everything, and he always tried to put himself down. He was a 



bitter person, and yet he had many qualities. And then this person found another person who 
helped him, and every time he complained about something, the other one used to say: “But now, 
to compensate, say something good about yourself”. And he would say: “Well, yes… I also have 
this quality”, and bit by bit this helped him move forward, to read well his own life, both the bad 
things and the good things. We must read our life, and by doing so we see things that are not good 
and also the good things that God sows in us. 

We have seen that discernment has a narrative approach; it does not dwell on the punctual action, 
but rather inserts it in a context: where does this thought come from? What I am feeling now, 
where does it come from? Where does it lead me, what I am thinking now? When have I 
encountered it before? Is it something new that comes to mind only now, or have I found it other 
times? Why is it more insistent than others? What is life trying to tell me with this? 

Recounting the events of our life also enables us to grasp important nuances and details, which 
can reveal themselves to be valuable aids, hitherto concealed. For example, a reading, a service, 
an encounter, at first sight considered to be of little importance, over time transmit inner peace; 
they transmit the joy of living and suggest further good initiatives. Stopping and acknowledging 
this is essential.  Stopping and acknowledging: it is important for discernment; it is a task of 
gathering those precious and hidden pearls that the Lord has scattered in our soil. 

Goodness is hidden, always, because goodness is modest and hides itself: goodness is hidden; it is 
silent, it requires slow and continuous excavation. Because God’s style is discreet: God likes to go 
unseen, with discretion, he does not impose; he is like the air we breathe - we do not see it but it 
allows us to live, and we realize this only when it is missing. 

Getting used to rereading one’s own life educates the outlook, it sharpens it, enables it to note the 
small miracles that good God works for us every day. When we realize this, we notice other 
possible directions that strengthen our inner taste, peace and creativity. Above all, it makes us 
freer from toxic stereotypes. Wisely it has been said that the man who does not know his own past 
is condemned to repeat it. It is strange: if we do not know the path we have taken, the past, we 
always repeat it, we go around in circles. The person who walks in circles never goes forward; it is 
not progress, it is like the dog who chases his own tail; he always goes this way, and repeats things. 

We might ask ourselves: have I ever recounted my life to anyone? This is a beautiful experience of 
engaged couples, who when they become serious, tell their life story… It is one of the most 
beautiful and intimate forms of communication, recounting one’s own life. It allows us to discover 
hitherto unknown things, small and simple but, as the Gospel says, it is precisely from the little 
things that the great things are born (cf. Lk 16:10). 

The lives of the saints also constitute a precious aid in recognizing the style of God in one’s own 
life: the permit us to become familiar with his way of acting. Some of the saints’ behaviour 
challenges us, shows us new meanings and opportunities. This is what happened, for example, to 
Saint Ignatius of Loyola. When describing the fundamental discovery of his life, he adds an 
important clarification, and he says: “From experience he deduced that some thoughts left him 
sad, others cheerful; and little by little he learnt to know the diversity of thoughts, the diversity of 
the spirits that stirred within him” (cf. Autobiography, no. 8). Knowing what happens within us, 
knowing, being aware. 

Discernment is the narrative reading of the good moments and the dark moments, the 
consolations and desolations we experience in the course of our lives. In discernment, it is the 
heart that speaks to us about God, and we must learn to understand its language. Let us ask, at 
the end of the day, for example: what happened today in my heart? Some think that carrying out 
this examination of conscience is to calculate the balance of sins – and we commit many – but it is 
also about asking oneself, “What happened within me, did I experience joy? What brought me joy? 
Was I sad? What brought me sadness? And in this way, we learn to discern what happens within 
us. 

 



31st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

© Creative Ministry ResourcesThe scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 
by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Zacchaeus shows 
great faith

Help  
Zacchaeus  

get down the  
tree and  

meet Jesus

“The Son of Man has come to seek 
out and save what was lost.”

START

FINISH

Complete the Text maze:

Gospel Gospel     Luke 19:1-10
Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town 
when a man whose name was Zacchaeus made his 
appearance; he was one of the senior tax collectors and 
a wealthy man. He was anxious to see what kind of man 
Jesus was, but he was too short and could not see him 
for the crowd; so he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore 
tree to catch a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that way. 
When Jesus reached the spot he looked up and spoke to 
him: ‘Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because I must stay 
at your house today.’ 

 And he hurried down and welcomed him joyfully.  
They all complained when they saw what was happening. 
‘He has gone to stay at a sinner’s house’ they said.  
But Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the Lord,  
‘Look, sir, I am going to give half my property to the poor, 
and if I have cheated anybody I will pay him back four 
times the amount.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation 
has come to this house, because this man too is a son of 
Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek out and 
save what was lost.’



31st S
unday in O

rdinary Tim
e, Year C

 [N
31O

R
S

U
C

_2004_W
S

G
.rtf ] 

 
 

 
 

 
 

       ©
 2004 C

reative M
inistry R

esources P
ty Ltd 

 SEN
IO

R W
O
RD

S
EA

RCH
 

 

Jesus com
es to find and save those who are lost 

 
Lk 19:1-10 
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  Try to find these words: 
 

crowd 
fam

ily 
grum

bling 
hurry 
property 
rich 
saved 
short 
sycam

ore 
true 
welcom

ed  
Zacchaeus



 
New Online Course for Parish & School Music Ministers! 

 
Music is an integral part of parish and school Masses and other liturgical celebrations. 
Many volunteers and professional musicians serving in this vital ministry have never had the 
opportunity to access quality formation on the purpose, place and principles of music in liturgy.  

Ensure ALL music ministers are serving from common principles and a shared vision! 

Prepared and presented by expert professional liturgists and musicians, Liturgy Brisbane’s new course, 
Music Ministry in the Liturgy, provides sound formation and practical guidelines for choosing and 
leading the liturgical song of the People of God. 
Based in the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 

  Musicam Sacram, and Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship, course topics include: 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fully Online Multi-Modal Course 
• Brief informative videos • PDF readings & articles • Short quizzes to reinforce key concepts 
• Downloadable notes • Certificate of Completion • Study at your pace at times that suit you 

Total Course time: approx 3hrs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Shop: https://shop.liturgybrisbane.net.au/collections/other-resources 

W: www.liturgybrisbane.net.au E: liturgy@liturgybrisbane.net.au T: 07 3324 3314 

 

Þ Introduction to Liturgy 
Þ Vatican II & Liturgy 
Þ Liturgical Participation 
Þ Principles of Liturgical Ministry 
Þ Music in the Mass 
Þ Which parts do we sing? 
Þ Four Judgments for Liturgical Music 
Þ Choosing Repertoire 

 

Þ Who are the Ministers of Music? 
Þ Choirs, Cantors & Instrumentalists 
Þ Preparing Music Step-by-Step 
Þ Leading the Song of the Assembly 
Þ Music for Children & Families 
Þ Developing a Core Repertoire  
Þ Copyright for Church Music 
Þ and much more … 

Course Cost 
$25.00 per course (+ GST if applicable) 

Discounted pre-purchased multi-voucher bundles 
available for distribution to parish or school music ministers. 

          Bundle of   5 vouchers: $110.00 (+ GST if applicable) 
          Bundle of 10 vouchers: $200.00 (+ GST if applicable) 

 

New Online Course for Parish & School Music Ministers! 
 



K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R S

Timothy P. O’Malley Ph.D. is academic director of the 
Notre Dame Centre for Liturgy and director of education 
at the McGrath Institute for Church Life. He teaches and 
researches at the University of Notre Dame in liturgical-
sacramental theology and is the author of ten books 
including works on liturgical formation and the doctrine 
of real presence. Prof O’Malley speaks at conferences 
and events throughout the USA and Europe and is a 
consultant to various committees of the US Conference 
of Catholic Bishops.

Bernadette Farrell is a renowned liturgist and composer 
whose hymns, including Christ Be Our Light, Unless a Grain 
of Wheat, and God Beyond All Names are known and loved 
throughout the world. Alongside directing church music 
ministry, she has been a Seminary lecturer and an advisor 
to the UK Bishops Conference. Bernadette has a passion for 
social justice which comes to the fore in many of her songs 
and has inspired her work as a Community Organiser with 
Citizens UK advocating for refugees, fair housing, a living 
wage and access to community health care.

• 6 Keynote Presentations • 40+ Workshops  • Conference Mass • Panel Discussion  
• Regional & Interest Group “Yarning Circles”  • Conference Dinner • Trade & Resource Exhibits

An absolute MUST for all liturgists, musicians, clergy, cantors, choristers, lay liturgical ministers, composers, teachers, 
conductors, liturgy teams, campus ministers and all who love liturgy and music.

SAVE THE DATE:  REGISTRATIONS OPENING J A N UA RY 2023
For all enquiries contact liturgy@liturgybrisbane.net.au 

28 – 30 SEPTEMBER 2023
B R I S B A N E

Mystery & Mission: The Art of Liturgical Celebration, speaks to the reality that liturgy, well-celebrated, 
leads to an encounter with Christ in the liturgical event, and thereby inspires members of the Body of 

Christ to continue the mission of the Church through dynamic expression in their daily lives.

The National Liturgical Council and the Australian Pastoral Musicians Network  
are delighted to announce a combined Liturgy and Music Conference.



Spring 
Fair

Loreto Normanhurst

Rides, food 
and market stalls, live 

music, Boarder 
Farmers' Markets, 
games, activities

and more!

30 October 2022
10am - 4pm

91-93 Pennant Hills Rd, Normanhurst || loretonh.nsw.edu.au


