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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 11th September 2022 

PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 9 

A COVID SAFE PARISH  
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the Parish in 

these difficult COVID and flu-like times.  

 

I  hope you are continuing to keep well,  and while 

grateful for some nice sunny winter days, remind you 

that if you are not feeling well to stay at home and 

watch the Mass via the link below. 

 

PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS –  ACTS AND DECREES – 

Topic 8 

As part of our concern for all to be aware of the Plenary 

Council deliberations, we are presenting the various 

Acts and Decrees of the Plenary Council for your study 

and perusal. Last week we provided the Introduction to 

the document. 

 

This week we provide Acts and Decrees of Topic 8: 

Integral Ecology and Conversion for the Sake of our 

Common Home 

 

PARISH UPDATE - PARISH WORKING GROUP 

The parish working group is currently on the process of 

finalising the two survey forms that will be published 

shortly.  

 

Please watch this space! 

 

The group will meet on Thursday, September 22 at 

7.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes. Please pray for the 

group and its work. 

 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Twenty-Fourth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on 

YOUTUBE after that https://youtu.be/eVZTi9Y7vVg. 

Please copy the link into browser if it does not 

immediately work. 

 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 

Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 

afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK 

links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. 

Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this every 

week. 

BISHOP’S FATHER’S DAY APPEAL 

Thank you for your contributions to The Bishop’s 

Father’s Day Appeal for Retired and Sick Priests. 

Further contributions are always welcome, either online 

via parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal or using the 

envelopes in the pews. 

 

CATHOLIC OUTLOOK SPRING/SEASON OF CREATION 

EDITION OUT NOW! 

Get your free copy of the Spring edition of Catholic 

Outlook now. This month, we talk about pilgrimages, 

the Season of Creation, and focus in on how our 

parishes are working towards sustainability. There’s 

great kids activities too. Pick up your copy now!  

 

FOR THE DECEASED 

Please remember those for whom prayers have been 

requested, especially for: 

 

Recently deceased:   

Antonio Pellicano, Eva-Marie Sakrouge, Suzanne Young  

 

Anniversary: 

Bozo Ivezic, Clarence Muller, Melodie Moro,  

Richard Cassin 

 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist 

with the proper recording for the second collection, 

please include your envelope number if you have one. 

 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 

for support of the Parish 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/

stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

https://youtu.be/eVZTi9Y7vVg
https://parracatholic.org/csf/
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


ACTS AND DECREES OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL – 
TOPIC 8 

 

INTEGRAL ECOLOGY AND CONVERSION FOR THE 
SAKE OF OUR COMMON HOME 

 

1. As drought, bushfires, floods, and extreme weather become 
more common in Australia, we realise the urgency of 
responding to our baptismal calling of taking up God’s 
mission of love for the whole of creation. 

 

2. Throughout the Scriptures we learn of God’s love for 
creation, from the affirmation of the goodness of creation 
in Genesis (Genesis 1:2–4) to the Book of Revelation’s 
vision of a creation made new (Revelation 21:5). All life 
and all that sustains it comes from God the Creator as 
gift, and so we are committed to care for our Common 
Home, and to cherish and promote the dignity of human 
life from conception to natural death. Local and 
universal Catholic Social Teaching, too, has helped us 
to reflect on how we might live in right relationship 
with the Creator, one another, and all of creation. 

 

3. Pope Francis’ landmark Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (2015) 
powerfully pointed out that we do not stand outside 
creation but are “joined in a splendid universal 
communion” with other creatures and are called to care 
for the common home which we share with them (n. 220). 
In their Social Justice Statement 2021–22, Cry of the Earth, 
Cry of the Poor, the Australian Bishops also affirm that we 
need “an integral approach to economic, social and 
ecological issues” – an integral ecology – if we are to 
address the interlocking crises of our times. 

 

4. Laudato Si’ reiterates Pope Saint John Paul II’s call to 
ecological conversion and encourages the Church 
especially to undertake ecological education and to foster 
ecological spirituality (General Audience, 17 January 2001; 
Laudato Si’ Chapter 6). The call to ecological conversion is 
part of the call to defend human life from conception to 
natural death, especially those who are most vulnerable, 
and to care for all forms of life on Earth, because “systems 
of life and love are deeply interconnected” (John Paul II, 
Evangelium Vitae, 25 March 1995, n. 93). Responding to 
this call requires new ways of seeing the world, thinking, 
and behaving (John Paul II, Peace with God the Creator, 
Peace with all of Creation, World Day of Peace Message 
1990, n. 13; Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor). Ecological 
conversion entails turning from human dominance to 
belonging to the community of life and to interdependence 
with all other creatures, awe in the beauty of creation 
and being nourished by a sense of God’s presence 
(Laudato Si’ n. 223). 

 

5. Ecological conversion is both personal and communal, 
and therefore we must act to care for creation in ways 
that are both personal and communal. Such action will be 
informed by Scripture, our theological tradition, 
Catholic Social Teaching, human knowledge and 
scientific insight. In responding to these issues, we 
acknowledge the “unique place of the wisdom of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, who were 
caring for country before Abraham set out for the 
promised land, and who continue to do so today” (Cry of 
the Earth, Cry of the Poor). As part of the Oceania Region, 
we have a particular responsibility to act in solidarity with 
the peoples of the region to ensure that their voices are 

heard and attended to in discussions and initiatives in the 
Church and the international community. 

 

6. The Dicastery for the Promotion of Integral Human 
Development’s Laudato Si’ Action Platform provides a 
unique global vehicle for communal action. In Cry of the 
Earth, Cry of the Poor, the Bishops Conference committed 
itself to joining the Platform and developing a Laudato
Si’ Action Plan. Individuals and families, parishes,
dioceses and eparchies, educational institutions, 
healthcare and healing organisations, businesses and the 
economic sector, organisations and groups, along with 
religious institutes can all participate either by developing 
their own Laudato Si’ Action Plans or by taking part in an 
established Action Plan. 

 

7. THEREFORE, this Plenary Council: 
a. recognises the sacred duty to care for and protect the 

Earth as a common home for all God’s creatures, 
including the generations to come; 

b. encourages all Catholic people, families, parishes,
dioceses, eparchies, religious institutes, educational 
institutions, and other Catholic organisations to accept 
Pope Francis’ invitation to join the Laudato Si’ Action 
Platform and either develop Laudato Si’ Action Plans, or 
participate in existing Laudato Si’ Action Plans, as a 
vehicle for their ecological conversion; and 

c. promotes initiatives in Church and society which 
promote and defend human life from conception to 
natural death, especially those who are most vulnerable. 

 

DECREE 
 

The Fifth Plenary Council decrees: 
 

Article 1 
 

That, witnessing to their communal ecological conversion and 
the urgent need for action, by 2024, each Catholic parish, 
diocese, eparchy, educational institution or organisation 
commits to joining the Laudato Si’ Platform; and by 2030 
either develops its own or participates in an established 
Laudato Si’ Action Plan which includes the following elements: 
 

a. a public commitment; 
b. a governance model, processes and procedures; 
c. a mechanism for listening to the ecological 

wisdom of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples, developed in partnership with Aboriginal 
Catholic Ministry and diocesan justice, ecology and 
peace bodies where these exist; 

d. regular reporting on progress towards and 
accountability for defined goals and objectives; 
and 

e. co-construction of those goals and objectives with the 
people they are meant to support and serve. 

 

The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will interpret the 
decrees of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia in 
accordance with the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches 
and the traditions of each church sui iuris. 
 
In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon Law, this 
decree is not to be promulgated until it has been reviewed by the 
Apostolic See. It will be promulgated in Australasian Catholic 
Record and the website of the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference in accordance with its usual practice. The decrees 
will oblige six months after promulgation.  



Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that your prophets be 
found true. Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 
 

First Reading Ex 32:7-11, 13-14 

The Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Go down now, because your people whom 
you brought out of Egypt have apostatised. They have been quick to 
leave the way I marked out for them; they have made themselves a 
calf of molten metal and have worshipped it and offered it sacrifice. 
“Here is your God, Israel,” they have cried, “who brought you up from 
the land of Egypt!” I can see how headstrong these people are! Leave 
me, now, my wrath shall blaze out against them and devour them; of 
you, however, I will make a great nation.’ 
But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God. ‘Lord,’ he said, ‘why should 
your wrath blaze out against this people of yours whom you brought 
out of the land of Egypt with arm outstretched and mighty hand? 
Remember Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, your servants to whom by your 
own self you swore and made this promise: I will make your offspring 
as many as the stars of heaven, and all this land which I promised I will 
give to your descendants, and it shall be their heritage for ever.’ So the 
Lord relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had 
threatened.   
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) I will rise and go to my father.  
1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. In your compassion 

blot out my offence. O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin.      (R.) 

2. A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit within 
me. Do not cast me away from your presence, nor deprive me of 
your holy spirit.   (R.) 

3. O Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall declare your praise. 
My sacrifice is a contrite spirit; a humbled, contrite heart you 
will not spurn.    (R.) 

 

Second Reading 1 Tim 1:12-17 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, and who 
judged me faithful enough to call me into his service even though I 
used to be a blasphemer and did all I could to injure and discredit the 
faith. Mercy, however, was shown me, because until I became a 
believer I had been acting in ignorance; and the grace of our Lord filled 
me with faith and with the love that is in Christ Jesus. Here is a saying 
that you can rely on and nobody should doubt: that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners. I myself am the greatest of them; and if 
mercy has been shown to me, it is because Jesus Christ meant to make 
me the greatest evidence of his inexhaustible patience for all the other 
people who would later have to trust in him to come to eternal life. To 
the eternal King, the undying, invisible and only God, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; and the Good 

News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Lk 14:25-33 
The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of 
Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes 
complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.’ So he spoke this parable to them: 
‘What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing one, would not 
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the missing one till 
he found it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his 
shoulders and then, when he got home, call together his friends and 

neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” he would say “I have found my sheep 
that was lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing 
in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-nine virtuous 
men who have no need of repentance. 
‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she lost one, 
light a lamp and sweep out the house and search thoroughly till she 
found it? And then, when she had found it, call together her friends 
and neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” she would say “I have found the 
drachma I lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among 
the angels of God over one repentant sinner.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He also said, ‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, 
“Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me.” 
So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the 
younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant 
country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. 
‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, 
and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of 
the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he 
would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating 
but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, 
“How many of my father’s paid servants have more food than they 
want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to 
my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your 
paid servants.” So he left the place and went back to his father. 
‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved 
with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him 
tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the father 
said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; 
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have 
been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, 
because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was 
lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate. 
‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he 
drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of 
the servants he asked what it was all about. “Your brother has come” 
replied the servant, “and your father has killed the calf we had 
fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry 
then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; 
but he answered his father, “Look, all these years I have slaved for you 
and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so 
much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of 
yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property – he 
and his women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.” 
‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is 
yours. But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because 
your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is 
found.”’ 

 

Communion Antiphon 
How precious is your mercy, O God! The children of men seek shelter 
in the shadow of your wings. 

 
Next Sunday: Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Amos 8:4-7; 1 Tim 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
Part of the Gospel for today, at least in its longer form, 
Luke 15:1-32, we have heard already this year on the 5th 
Sunday of Lent. The three parables involved (the Parables 
of the Lost) are so central to Christian understanding that 
it is no harm that people should hear and reflect upon 
them more than once a year. All three cohere around a 
central theme: the character of God in the face of human 
moral failure.  
 
The First Reading, from Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14, describes 
a classic instance of human failure in the Old Testament: 
Israel’s apostasy and rebellion in the incident of the 
Golden Calf. To be more precise, it describes the 
interaction between God and Moses in view of that 
behaviour. Faced with God’s intent to destroy the people 
Moses ‘reminds’ God of the act of deliverance of the 
people from Egypt and the promises made to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob to make their descendants as many as the 
stars of heaven. What emerges from the passage is a 
sense that the character of God as a God of righteous 
wrath yields to that of a God of boundless generosity, 
mercy, and faithfulness to promise. The latter is Israel’s 
fundamental sense of God. 
 
The Second Reading, from 1 Timothy 1:12-17, has Paul 
reflecting upon his own personal experience and the 
knowledge of God he came to acquire through that. 
Conscious of his past history as a persecutor of the 
followers of Jesus and of the immensity of the turnaround 
in his life when the grace of Christ took hold of him, Paul 
portrays himself as a model or paradigm of God’s entire 
outreach to a sinful humanity. He has been made ‘the 
greatest evidence of God’s inexhaustible patience for all 
who would come to believe in him for eternal life’. Paul’s 
whole mission is energised by this personal discovery of 
the nature of God. 
 
The parables making up the Gospel for today, then come 
as the crowning representation of this revelation of God. 
They are rightly described as the ‘Parables of the Lost’ 
because in each case the focus falls upon a person who 
loses something precious and responds in a way that is at 
once foolish and extravagant. The owner of the sheep 
leaves ninety of them to fend for themselves while he 
goes after the one sheep that is lost; the woman turns her 
house upside down to find a small coin. In each case, 
there follows a summons to communal celebration. In the 
third parable, the father, a middle-aged man with a large 
household, runs out to welcome home, with great display 
of affection, a son who has coldly demanded his share of 
the family fortune and then gone on to ruin and disgrace 
the family. Once again, a celebration must follow – this 
time on a grand scale, involving the slaughter of the calf 
specially fattened for just such an occasion.  

This sense of celebration addresses the context in which 
Jesus tells all three parables. He tells them as a defence 
against the criticism he is receiving for the welcome he is 
giving to ‘tax collectors (social outcasts) and sinners’ and 
his ‘eating with them’. His celebration of these lost ones 
being ‘found’ or ‘re-found’ by God is nothing other than a 
reflection on earth of a much greater celebration going 
on in heaven (v. 7; v.10; vv. 23-24; v. 32). 
 
In each case, then, the behaviour, response and attitude 
of the person who loses something precious images the 
behaviour, response and attitude of God towards human 
beings ‘lost’ through sin. Taken together, the parables 
show that the chief issue at stake is not so much sin and 
its forgiveness but the loss and recovery of human beings, 
who are so precious in God’s sight. The whole mission of 
Jesus is to reclaim human lives for God and to show 
people how much God values them by publicly 
celebrating that reclamation. The ‘foolishness’ of each of 
the main actors in the parables images in some way the 
supreme ‘foolishness’ of God’s love displayed, for that 
same purpose, in the Cross (cf. 1 Cor 1:21-25). 
 
The third parable (the ‘Lost Son’) introduces a further 

character: the older brother, who reacts so angrily to his 

father’s reinstatement of his brother to full status as son. 

His attitude shows the difficulty human beings have in 

coming to terms with such a vision of God. Conversion is 

not just a matter of turning from overt acts of sin. It can 

also – perhaps even more radically – mean confronting 

one’s own anger and resentment at God’s unbounded 

generosity to others. The older brother did not think his 

younger sibling deserved to be treated so indulgently. But 

what human beings might or might not ‘deserve’ does not 

control the action of God.   

 From LiturgyHelp 



Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Rejoice  with  me because I  have found my lost  sheep…

because I have found the coin I lost…because your brother was 

lost and has been found.” Luke 15:1-32 

 

Once  again,  an  appreciation  of 

context is vital for finding a way 

into understanding the parables of 

today’s gospel-reading. In the time 

of  Jesus,  there  was  no  such 

institution as a nursing home or a 

hostel  for  elderly  people to live 

their  final  years  in comfort and 

care. Care for elderly parents was the responsibility of their 

sons. The younger son, who demanded his share of the family 

inheritance, cashed it in and spent it on a fruitless search for 

personal pleasure. His behaviour demonstrated that he saw his 

father as undeserving of care and attention. In the society of 

the day there was no greater sin. The younger son neglected 

his filial duty and treated his father with utter contempt. So, it’s 

important that we don’t simply pass off that kind of behaviour 

as the thoughtlessness of youth. 

 

We also have to remember that very few of Jesus’ parables 

come to a clear resolution. They are deliberately left unfinished, 

challenging those who hear them to wrestle with what they 

really mean. In this context, let’s not forget that Matthew, Mark 

and Luke made a point of stating that Jesus explained his 

parables to those close to him while he left the crowds who 

were unmoved by his teaching to wallow in their ignorance, 

their lack of faith and their refusal to entertain a need to 

repent. Note, for instance, Mark’s record of Jesus’ comment to 

those close to him about his reason for using parables: “Now 

when he was away from the crowd, those present with the 

Twelve questioned him about the parables. He told them: ‘To 

you the mystery of the reign of God has been confided. To the 

others outside it is all presented in parables, so that they will 

look intently and not see, listen carefully and not understand, 

lest perhaps they repent and be forgiven’. He said to them: ‘You 

do not understand this parable (the Sower)? How then are you 

going to understand other figures like it?’” (Mark 4: 10-13). If 

we stop to reflect on many of the parables with which we are 

familiar,  we  soon  see  that  they  are  open  to  various 

interpretations, and that they are often enigmatic and, even, 

quite ambiguous. 

 

Master of story-telling that he is, Luke sets us up to make 

judgements about the characters in his story of the “prodigal 

son”.  He begins with: “A man had two sons…” inviting us 

immediately to conclude that one was good and the other bad. 

Aware of his ongoing conflict with the religious leaders of his 

day on the topic of the real purposes of God’s law, we are set 

up to misjudge the Pharisees and scribes who are presented as 

grumbling: “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  

Luke’s way of narrating his story sets us up to adopt the view 

that, whenever Pharisees and scribes are critical of Jesus, they 

are wrong. But isn’t there some justification to their criticism of 

Jesus? Don’t teachers and prophets compromise themselves 

by sitting at table with public sinners?  

 

If we don’t tread warily with this parable, we can be drawn into 

viewing it as little more than an illustration of how notorious 

sinners can come to their senses, repent of their sins and find 

their way to embrace God’s merciful love, and an insight into 

those who believe that they have not strayed from the path of 

right  living.  This  latter  group  are  simply  unable  to  bring 

themselves to recognise that their arrogance and pride have 

distanced  them  from  God  and  their  broken  sisters  and 

brothers.  Mind you, appreciating that is no small achievement 

for we know that both descriptions have applied to us at 

different times. But there is even more to this parable. 

 

This gospel-reading has several parables about the lost being 

found and rejoiced over when they return or are returned to 

their  proper  place.  The  fact  that  we  are  told  that  Jesus 

welcomes outcasts and even eats with them is a statement of 

God’s magnanimous love expressed in and through Jesus. But 

being welcomed and forgiven calls for repentance on the part 

of all  who accept Jesus’  invitation to be at  home in his 

company. “Repentance” is an interesting word that has come 

into our language from Greek. It’s fundamental meaning is the 

price to be paid for destroying someone else’s property. While 

we would not think of engaging in vandalism of public or private 

property, we need to remember that God’s property includes 

every human being, and we know that we are all guilty of 

hurting or maligning or gossiping about others, even about 

those close to us. But Jesus does not call us to repentance for 

some kind of distorted satisfaction at seeing us squirm. God’s 

call  to  repentance  presupposes  that  we  are  worthwhile, 

valuable, worthy of being treated with respect and dignity. 

God’s call  to repentance is rather like a very dear friend 

shaking us to life and telling us to wake up to ourselves. God 

believes in us more than we believe in ourselves. While we 

know that we have been created in God’s image, we often find 

it difficult to accept that, like God, we are good, creative, free 

and loving. So, too, is every other person we encounter. We 

have missed the point of all the parables in today’s gospel-

reading if we fail to see that we are all worthwhile objects of 

God’s boundless love. 

 

Still, let’s not rush to a resolution of the prodigal parable. The 

younger son does not get an A rating for self-knowledge. There 

is something lacking in his level of repentance. His reasoning to 

himself for returning is based on self-interest. He knows that 

he’ll be fed by a father who makes sure that even the servants 

are properly cared for. And he doesn’t get a chance to recite 

the speech he has rehearsed, so overwhelming is the welcome 

his father extends. And what to we make of the elder son? Luke 

has presented him in a way that forces us to see that this son 

is also lost. His initial reaction to the extravagant welcome his 

father  has  extended  to  his  younger  brother  is  entirely 

understandable. The way his younger brother had treated their 

father is nothing short of scandalous. Moreover, he knows that 

his brother’s conduct has destroyed the reputation of the whole 

family. He must have been wondering if his father had lost 

control of his mind. Part of Luke’s skill is that he tells his 

audience only how the elder son reacted in the shock of the 

moment. We, too, are left to ponder whether or not he was able 

to temper his inflexibility and live into a change of heart and 

attitude more in keeping with his father’s response. And the 

younger son’s half-hearted repentance would also have to grow 

into behaviours that would be more socially accepted. He would 

have to demonstrate the authenticity of his repentance by 

involving himself in the hard work needed to sustain the family 

farm.  

 

While not fully resolved, this parable is a mirror into which we 

all might look with benefit. We might see that our efforts at 

repentance are sometimes shallow and that, at the same time, 

we can be quick to judge others. We might also see someone 

who is almost faultless at keeping all the rules but whose 

response to those around him is loaded with passive 

aggression. We may even see a man who just doesn’t know 

how to fall into the arms of a father that are outstretched to 

prodigals. Perhaps, too, we might see a father who has learned 

how to combine both justice and mercy and mete them out 

accordingly. What we see might give us cause to change and 

grow.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



Our Week  
 

Tuesday 13 September  

Memorial - St John Chrysostom 
 

Wednesday 14 September 

Feast - The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

Thursday 15 September 

Memorial - Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

Friday 16 September 

Memorial - Sts Cornelius and Cyprian 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Frances Dutton 
 

who was baptized at St. Michael’s Church  
during the week 

 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

CWL REFLECTION DAY 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Baulkham Hills South 

Catholic Women’s League invites everyone to 

join us for a REFLECTION DAY from 9.15am 

to 2pm: 
 

Theme:   Discerning the Ways of the Holy Spirit:  

Putting Pieces Together 

Presenters:  Barbara Stenning & Fr Jessie Balorio 

When:  Friday, 16th September, 2022 

Where:  1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

Parking:  Off-street and street parking 

Time:  Commencing with registration and Mass 9.15am 

Cost:  $10 (which includes morning tea and lunch) 

 

Please fill in booking sheet at back of Church or contact: 

Lyn Keane on 0412 689 261 or Barbara Stenning on  

0466 608 400  

PASTORAL FORMATION SACRAMENTS SHORT COURSE: 

STARTS 6 OCTOBER 
 

Are you passionate about deepening your appreciation of the 

sacraments? Want to enhance your sacramental vision of 

life? Over two Thursday nights (6 and 13 October), discover 

more with Sr Mary Louise Walsh from the Diocese of 

Parramatta’s Worship team. Face-to-face from 6.30pm – 

8.30pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre (1-5 Marion Street 

Blacktown). LIMITED SEATS. Register by September 21 

via met@parracatholic.org OR via https://pfparra.org.au/

signup/  

SEASON OF CREATION CAMPING TRIP:  

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 
Set aside your busy lifestyle for a few days to join with 

friends, family and other members of the Christian 

community to celebrate the Season of Creation. Enjoy a 

relaxed camping experience with optional activities to engage 

in fun, creative and prayerful ways with creation and our 

Creator. 

When:  Friday, September 30 – Sunday, October 2, 2022 

Where:  Wooglemai Catholic Bush Retreat Centre, Oakdale 

Cost:  Individual campers $20; Camping couples $40; 

 Family camping groups $50 

For more information and to register visit: 

www.seasonofcreationcamping.org  

DIOCESAN SEASON OF CREATION MASS:  

SUNDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 
The Diocese of Parramatta's Laudato Si' Action Team and 

Holy Family Parish Mt Druitt invite you to a Diocesan Season 

of Creation Mass on Sunday 18 September at 10.30am at 

Holy Family Parish, Mt Druitt-Emerton (252-254 Luxford Rd, 

Emerton), followed by morning tea. To RSVP and for any 

inquiries, please email met@parracatholic.org  

SEASON OF CREATION (1 SEPTEMBER – 4 OCTOBER)  
Pope Francis and the Australian Bishops invite all Catholics 

to join the ecumenical Season of Creation from 1 September 

to 4 October. They encourage us all to make this a special 

time of prayer and action in caring for our common home. 

Learn more and find events and resources at 

www.parracatholic.org/seasonofcreation  

GLENMORE PARK ST PADRE PIO PARISH 

FEAST DAY CELEBRATIONS 
Everyone is invited to join Glenmore Park 

Parish for their parochial feast of St. Padre 

Pio. The parish will be holding a Triduum 

Novena and Mass to St Padre Pio from  

22 – 24 September. On 25 September at 

10am, there will be a Solemn Procession with the Relic of St 

Padre Pio, followed by the Solemn Feast Mass, Blessing by 

the Relic of St Padre Pio and other festivities. For enquiries, 

please call the parish office on (02) 4789 2232 or email 

glenmorepark@parracatholic.org.  

NORTH ROCKS PARISH GOLDEN JUBILEE 

CELEBRATIONS: 19 NOVEMBER 
Christ the King Parish, North Rocks, will 

be celebrating its 50th anniversary with 

Mass presided by Bishop Vincent on 

Saturday 19 November, the Feast of Christ the King, at 

5.30pm. All are welcome to celebrate this significant parish 

milestone, with former parishioners particularly invited to the 

celebration. For catering purposes, please confirm your 

attendance with the parish office on 

northrocks@parracatholic.org.  

mailto:met@parracatholic.org
https://pfparra.org.au/signup/
https://pfparra.org.au/signup/
http://www.seasonofcreationcamping.org
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
http://www.parracatholic.org/seasonofcreation
mailto:glenmorepark@parracatholic.org
mailto:northrocks@parracatholic.org


Building Safe Parishes Together in 2022:  

An Update from the Office for Safeguarding 

 
Safeguarding Sunday – 11th September 2022 

Theme: ‘Safe and Supported’ 

 

Let’s work together to ensure the children and adults at risk in our Parish feel safe and supported. 

 

The Catholic Church in Australia marks Safeguarding Sunday (formerly Child Protection Sunday) on the 

second Sunday of September -- at the conclusion of National Child Protection Week.  

 

Safeguarding Sunday is a reminder to us to make a commitment to practices and protocols that create 

and maintain safe environments for all people. It invites people to pray for those harmed by abuse 

directly and indirectly. [From: https://www.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-sunday] 

 

This Sunday please say a special prayer for our Parish communities in Parramatta Diocese: 

 

May we seek to follow the example of Christ and the teachings of his Church:  

that we will work collaboratively to ensure that policies and procedures are implemented to 

protect children, young people and the vulnerable in our society. 

We pray our safeguarding practices will ensure the happiness and confidence of every child, 

and foster a supportive parish environment of safety and protection where children flourish. 

 

On this Safeguarding Sunday let us make a commitment as volunteers in ministry to show we are 

keeping our Parish community safe for all children and adults who may be at risk. 

 

Let’s complete our Mandatory Safeguarding Training this year! 

 

Contact your Parish Office and your Safeguarding Champion to enquire about Face-to-Face Training 

opportunities in your Parish. 

 

If you would like to complete the training independently on our online training platform you can start 

these modules at any time and complete them at your own pace.  

 

Sign up onto the platform by clicking on this link: https://learning.safeguarding.org.au 

 

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding Training, please email Maria Kervin, Community 

Engagement and Education Officer at: maria.kervin@parracatholic.org . 

https://www.catholic.org.au/safeguarding-sunday
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/
mailto:maria.kervin@parracatholic.org








Donate now by visiting https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/pakistan-floods  

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/pakistan-floods


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY (02) 9639 8369 

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

11 SEPTEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

18 SEPTEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
E. Riches, P. Sladen 

G. Dequena, P. Eustace,  

F. Ritky 
C 1 B 13 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
M. Cameron, C. Worthington SR SR A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr E SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
J. Van Gend, M. Reefman G 15 

C. Burton, A. Mantaring, 

S. Mantaring 
H 3 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
Youth, Youth, Youth SR 16 N. Redden K 4 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 11 SEPTEMBER 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 18 SEPTEMBER 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Shin, E. Riches, R. Gosper, L. Karam, 

W. Ng 

K. McElduff, A. Mascari, L. Domanillo, 

R. Gosper 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness 

C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, 

M. Cameron, B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Macey, C. Malinis, D. Warren D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee, Youth P. Finnerty, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  11.09.22 WEEK BEGINNING  18.09.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 11.09.22  :   

Team 6 :  K. Cope 

Counters 18.09.22  :   

Team 7 :  P. Kocsis 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 17.09.22 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

Saturday 24.09.22 : 

L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 17th/18th September 2022 -  Masses:         Sat  5pm:    S. Yao 

Sun  8am:         R. Baker       10am:     M. Almeida              6pm:     Y/T Menezes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Antonio Pellicano, Eva-Marie Sakrouge, 
Suzanne Young and victims of the Corona 
Virus pandemic in NSW and around the 
world and those who have died in the 
Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
Bozo Ivezic, Clarence Muller, Melodie Moro, 
Richard Cassin 
 
Sick: 
Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao, Jess Banayos, 
Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Debra Price, 
Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Mary Burns, 
Connor Maguire, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, 
Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  Frank Jacobs, 
Bridgette Boldt, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, 
Catherine Hemmings, Sean Angeles,  
Patricia MacDonald, Hazel Clasquin,  
Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi,  
Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

