
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Community 

 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – 04th September 2022 

PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 2 

A COVID SAFE PARISH  
 

A Happy Father’s Day to all Dads 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the Parish in 

these difficult COVID and flu-like times.  

 

I hope you are continuing to keep well, and while grateful 

for some nice sunny winter days, remind you that if you are 

not feeling well to stay at home and watch the Mass via 

the link below. 

 

PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS – ACTS AND DECREES – Topic 7 

As part of our concern for all to be aware of the Plenary 

Council deliberations, we are presenting the various Acts 

and Decrees of the Plenary Council for your study and 

perusal. Last week we provided the Introduction to the 

document. 

 

This week we provide Acts and Decrees of Topic 7: At The 

Service Of Communion, Participation, And Mission: 

Governance   

 

PARISH UPDATE - PARISH WORKING GROUP 

The parish working group is currently on the process of 

finalising the two survey forms that will be published 

shortly.  

 

Please watch this space! 

 

The group will meet on Thursday, September 22 at 7.30pm 

at Our Lady of Lourdes. Please pray for the group and its 

work. 

 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Twenty-Third 

Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on 

YOUTUBE after that https://youtu.be/nDB8NZq-LFs. 

Please copy the link into browser if it does not immediately 

work. 

 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 

Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards 

via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the 

Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to 

Jim and Brian for your help with this every week 

 

BISHOP’S FATHERS DAY APPEAL – This Weekend  

3 -  4 September 

Our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal for Retired and Sick 

Priests is traditionally held on Father’s Day, this year being 

the weekend of Sunday 4 September. This annual appeal 

raises much needed funds for our Diocese’s Clergy 

Support Foundation to continue its work of supporting 

retired clergy and those in ill-health. 

The Foundation cares for 21 retired clergy in our Diocese – 

1 bishop, 18 priests and 2 deacons. This year’s appeal will 

highlight the faithful service of our retired clergy, and in 

particular, Mons John Boyle, Fr Chris Dixon and Fr Bob 

Sheridan. 

 

With your enthusiastic support for our 

Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal, our Clergy 

Support Foundation can better care for our 21 

retired priests and those clergy who are 

unwell, giving them comfort, professional health care, and 

guidance. 

 

Donations will be via envelopes, mail appeal, using the QR 

code and direct giving at parracatholic.org/

fathersdayappeal  

 

FOR THE DECEASED 

Please remember those for whom prayers have been 

requested, especially for: 

 

Recently deceased:   

Eva-Marie Sakrouge , Margaret Borg, Suzanne Young  

 

Anniversary: 

Regina Lu, Geoff Kane, Cecily Ryan, John Ryan,  

Michael Ryan, Antoinette & John Camilleri 

 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with 

the proper recording for the second collection, please 

include your envelope number if you have one. 

 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB   067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 

support of the Parish 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/

stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

https://youtu.be/nDB8NZq-LFs
https://parracatholic.org/csf/
https://parracatholic.org/csf/
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


ACTS AND DECREES OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL – 
TOPIC 7 

 
AT THE SERVICE OF COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION, 

AND MISSION: GOVERNANCE 
 
1. In Baptism, the Holy Spirit gives believers, and 

therefore the whole Church, a special gift so that 
together they can faithfully interpret and live the 
Christian Gospel in the diverse circumstances of 
history and culture – the sensus fidei (Lumen 
Gentium n. 12; cf. International Theological 
Commission, Synodality in the Life and Mission of 
the Church, 2 March 2018, nn. 24, 56, 113). The 
Spirit enables ongoing discernment of the signs of 
the times in the light of the Gospel (Gaudium et 
Spes, nn. 4, 11). All the baptised participate in the 
three offices of Christ as a priestly, prophetic, and 
royal people (Lumen Gentium, nn. 31, 35). 

 
2. By calling for the practice of synodality, Pope Francis 

aims to embed more deeply in the life of the Church 
the central teachings of Vatican II. These include the 
Council’s emphasis on the Holy Spirit’s gift of the 
sensus fidei to each, the participation of the entire 
faithful in the mission of the Church and its call for 
dialogue within the Church and beyond. Synodality 
is a constitutive element of the life of the 
Church, Pope Francis says, quoting Saint John 
Chrysostom: “Church and Synod are 
synonymous” (Commemorating the 50th Anniversary 
of the Institution of the Synod of Bishops). 

 
3. The practice of synodality requires greater 

transparency in decision-making and the 
overcoming of “a ‘culture of clericalism’ that 
promotes privilege and enables abuse of power.” 
Pope Francis has stressed that “it can prove 
especially divisive if sacramental power is too 
closely identified with power in 
general” (Evangelium Gaudium, n. 104). Attending 
carefully to Pope Francis’ reminder and the 
principle of subsidiarity, those whose roles 
involve responsibility for decision-taking need to 
ensure that decision-making is not confined to those 
who exercise sacramental ministry. Those who will 
be affected by a decision should have the 
opportunity to participate in the decision-making 
process and express their view before the decision 
is taken, to the extent that this is possible and 
appropriate. As decision-making authority in the 
Church is most often exercised by the ordained, 
there should be careful attention to ensuring that 
the voices of lay women and men, as well as 
Religious, are heard and considered on all 
matters, especially those that impact 
distinctively on them (cf. Synodality in the Life and 

Mission of the Church, nn. 105,104; Evangelium 
Gaudium, n. 102). 

 
4. As Vatican II and Pope Francis have emphasised, the 

practice of synodality is integral to the Church’s 
discernment of what the Gospel demands in 
particular circumstances and to that pastoral action 
this requires to serve for the good of all. 

 
5. THEREFORE, this Plenary Council: 

a. affirms that governance in the Catholic Church 
should be exercised in a synodal manner, with 
the appropriate participation of all the 
baptised. For a diocese and eparchy, this would 
mainly involve the participation of the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council, the Council of Priests, the 
College of Consultors, the Diocesan Finance 
Council, the Diocesan Curia, various boards 
and governance bodies, and, at times, a 
Diocesan Synod. For a parish, this would mainly 
involve the participation of the Parish Pastoral 
Council and the Parish Finance Committee; 

 
b. recognises and affirms the commitment of the 

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference that 
“within five years following the closing session 
of the Plenary Council . . . each Diocese 
conduct a Diocesan Synod and every ten 
years thereafter” and encourages dioceses and 
eparchies to begin planning for this after the 
conclusion of the Plenary Council (The Light 
from the Southern Cross: Promoting Co-
Responsible Governance in the Catholic Church 
in Australia (2020), recommendation 56; cf. 
Response of the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference to The Light from the Southern 
Cross); 

 
c. calls for all dioceses and eparchies to establish a 

Diocesan Pastoral Council and affirms the 
continuing work of the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference and the National Centre 
for Pastoral Research to develop guidelines 
and provide resources for the establishing 
and flourishing of Diocesan Pastoral Councils, 
Parish Pastoral Councils, and other  
appropriate  synodal  structures  (The  Light  
from  the  Southern  Cross, recommendations 
50–55); 

 
d. recognises and affirms the many initiatives 

already undertaken at parish, diocesan, 
eparchial, and national levels to implement 
recommendations agreed to in the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
response to The Light from the Southern Cross; 
and 

 



e. commits the Church in Australia to fostering 
the discernment and synodal leadership 
envisaged at Vatican II, called for by Pope 
Francis and experienced in the Plenary 
Council’s journey through the actions proposed 
below. 

 
DECREE 

 
Article 1 
 
That dioceses and eparchies support parishes to establish 
and strengthen appropriate synodal structures by 
developing guidelines and providing resources for the 
flourishing of Parish Pastoral Councils, Parish Finance 
Committees, and other parish bodies. 
 
Article 2 
 
That representatives from the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference, Catholic Religious Australia and 
the Association of Ministerial Public Juridic Persons 
form a working group to develop and establish a 
roundtable structure, after appropriate and broad 
consultation, with the proposed name of the National 
Catholic Synodal Life Roundtable, to foster, assess, and 
report periodically on the development of synodal 
leadership across the Church in Australia. The 
roundtable will bring together representative members 
of those groups with Diocesan Pastoral Councils and 
other key national bodies of the Church, including 
Catholic social and community services, health, and 
education. 
 
Article 3 
 
That the National Centre for Pastoral Research be 
commissioned to study the implementation of 
recommendations from The Light from the Southern 
Cross which has already happened, to identify examples 
of effective initiatives that have been taken and thus 
promote further implementation of those 
recommendations judged helpful and practicable. 
 
The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will 
interpret the decrees of the Fifth Plenary Council of 
Australia in accordance with the Code of Canons of the 
Eastern Churches and the traditions of each church sui 
iuris. 
 
In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon Law, 
this decree is not to be promulgated until it has been 
reviewed by the Apostolic See. It will be promulgated in 
Australasian Catholic Record and the website of the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference in accordance with 
its usual practice. The decrees will oblige six months after 
promulgation.  

God, bless our fathers and all  

fathers in the world.   

Guide them to be good role models and 

loving to all their children. 

Help them to be a father like You are.   

Give them grace and patience to handle 

situations in a loving way. 

Amen 



Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; treat 

your servant in accord with your merciful love. 

 

First Reading Wis 9:13-18 

What man can know the intentions of God? 

Who can divine the will of the Lord? 

The reasonings of mortals are unsure 

and our intentions unstable; 

for a perishable body presses down the soul, 

and this tent of clay weighs down the teeming mind. 

It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, 

laborious to know what lies within our reach; 

who, then, can discover what is in the heavens? 

As for your intention, who could have learnt it, had you 

not granted Wisdom 

and sent your holy spirit from above? 

Thus have the paths of those on earth been straightened 

and men been taught what pleases you, 

and saved, by Wisdom.   

 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.  

1. You turn men back into dust and say: ‘Go back, sons 
of men.’ To your eyes a thousand years are like 
yesterday, come and gone, no more than a watch in 
the night.      (R.) 

2. You sweep men away like a dream, like grass which 
springs up in the morning. In the morning it springs 
up and flowers: by evening it withers and fades.   (R.) 

3. Make us know the shortness of our life that we may 
gain wisdom of heart. Lord, relent! Is your anger for 
ever? Show pity to your servants.    (R.) 

4. In the morning, fill us with your love; we shall exult 
and rejoice all our days. Let the favour of the Lord be 
upon us: give success to the work of our hands.  (R.) 

 

Second Reading Phlm 9-10, 12-17 

This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, 

still a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for a 

child of mine, whose father I became while wearing these 

chains: I mean Onesimus. I am sending him back to you, 

and with him – I could say – a part of my own self. I 

should have liked to keep him with me; he could have 

been a substitute for you, to help me while I am in the 

chains that the Good News has brought me. However, I 

did not want to do anything without your consent; it 

would have been forcing your act of kindness, which 

should be spontaneous. I know you have been deprived 

of Onesimus for a time, but it was only so that you could 

have him back for ever, not as a slave any more, but 

something much better than a slave, a dear brother; 

especially dear to me, but how much more to you, as a 

blood-brother as well as a brother in the Lord. So if all 

that we have in common means anything to you, 

welcome him as you would me. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let your face shine on your servant, and teach me your 

laws. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Lk 14:25-33 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he 
turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me 
without hating his father, mother, wife, children, 
brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be 
my disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple. 
‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a 
tower, would not first sit down and work out the cost to 
see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid 
the foundation and then found himself unable to finish 
the work, the onlookers would all start making fun of him 
and saying, “Here is a man who started to build and was 
unable to finish.” Or again, what king marching to war 
against another king would not first sit down and consider 
whether with ten thousand men he could stand up to the 
other who advanced against him with twenty thousand? 
If not, then while the other king was still a long way off, 
he would send envoys to sue for peace. So in the same 
way, none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all 
his possessions.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon 
Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul 
is yearning for you, my God; my soul is thirsting for God, 
the living God. 
 

Next Sunday: Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; 1 Tim 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
Not the easiest of readings today. The First Reading, from 
the Book of Wisdom (9:13-18), reflects the pessimism 
about the human body prevalent in some strains of 
Hellenistic Judaism. ‘A perishable body presses down the 
soul ... .’ Such sentiments found their way into Christian 
spirituality and had a long life there, despite Christianity’s 
sense of God’s embrace of the material in the 
Incarnation. A more balanced spirituality will recognise 
that it is not the body as such but rather selfishness that 
‘presses down the soul’, preventing release of the spirit. 
More on target is the text’s scepticism about the ability of 
the human intellect, unaided, to know the mind of God. 
Such knowledge, essential for our salvation, is the gift of 
God. It comes in the form of Wisdom, imaged here as a 
kind of friendly companion that God sends among human 
beings for their instruction.  
 
The Gospel, Luke 14:25-33, contains some of the most 
demanding utterances attributed to Jesus in the New 
Testament. Certainly, the concluding statement, ‘None of 
you can be my disciple unless he or she gives up all 
possessions’, is the most extreme statement on 
renunciation of wealth in the Gospel of Luke. By prefacing 
the Gospel sequence and the warnings it contains with 
the passage from Wisdom the Lectionary seems to want 
to assert: ‘These extreme utterances of Jesus are 
nonsense to reason alone. They can only be grasped and 
accepted by those imbued with divine Wisdom, the gift of 
God.’ As Paul says concerning the ‘word of the cross’ in 1 
Cor 1:21-25; 2:14-15, such things are foolishness to the 
person operating purely on the rational level. 
 
In a sense, what Jesus is doing in the Gospel is simply 
being honest with his disciples. He foresees that those 
who follow him will inevitably become caught up in the 
suffering and death he now sees to lie ahead of him. It is 
no kindness to followers to keep them in ignorance of 
this. He must prick any illusions they have about where 
following him might lead. 
 
He does so, initially, in the strong language about ‘hating’ 
one’s ‘father, mother, wife, children, etc’. In this kind of 
language we must see a Semitic idiom operative. It is not 
a matter of literally coming to ‘hate’ one’s family 
members in the way the English expression might 
suggest. Semitic languages, by and large, do not have a 
word for ‘prefer’. When a person prefers one thing over 
another, he or she is said to ‘love’ one (the thing 
‘preferred’) and ‘hate’ the other. ‘Hate’, then, is simply an 
expression of rejecting something (possibly something 
quite good in itself) in favour of something considered 
more desirable. While it would be wrong to water down 
the strength of Jesus’ prophetic utterance, what he is 
saying, then, is that family allegiances – so strong in the 

Palestinian culture of Jesus – have to take second place as 
far as following him is concerned. Those who adopt his 
mission, his commitments, and his way of life will 
inevitably cause some pain and sacrifice to their loved 
ones, who perhaps have other plans for them. 
 
Hence the need to count the cost – a process Jesus 
illustrates with the two parables that follow. The force of 
the one about the builder of the tower derives very much 
from the sense of societal shame that was so strong in 
the Palestinian culture of Jesus’ day. The one about the 
king marching out to war draws on a mathematical 
calculation valid in the strategy of any age. The early 
Church may have particularly related these parables to 
the situation of persecution in which it so often found 
itself. 
 
Christianity would hardly have survived beyond the first 
couple of generations if everyone had adopted the very 
radical concluding challenge about the need for a would-
be disciple to give up ‘all possessions’. The challenge has 
to be heard in the context of the invitation to the 
Kingdom central to Jesus’ message. In comparison with 
this supreme good the losses entailed in the present 
conditions of discipleship find some proportion. It was 
consciousness of such divine generosity that led saints 
such as Francis of Assisi to embrace radical poverty so 
wholeheartedly. 
 
St Paul’s message to Philemon in the Second Reading, 

Philemon 9-10, 12-17, is a masterpiece of subtle 

persuasion in the name of the Gospel. Rather than simply 

commanding Philemon to release his runaway slave, Paul 

seeks to have him look upon Onesimus (who has since 

become a believer) in an entirely new way: not now as a 

slave, but as a brother in the Lord. It is from this new way 

of seeing a person that the consequences for Onesimus’ 

acceptance and freedom should flow. As so often in the 

New Testament, right action flows from conversion of 

mind and heart.  

 From LiturgyHelp 



Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Whoever does not carry his/her own cross and come after me 

cannot be my disciple…Anyone who does not renounce all her/

his possessions cannot be my disciple.”      Luke 14: 25-33 
 

By  virtue  of  our  Baptism,  Jesus 

invites every single one of us to follow 

him  in  the  way  of  discipleship. 

Today’s  readings  offer  us  insights 

into  how  we  might  accept  that 

invitation  from  Jesus  and  what’s 

required of us when we do accept it.  
 

Over  the  last  few  decades,  Christian  communities  in  the 

western world have lamented the reality of a marked decrease 

in candidates for priesthood and religious life. A lot of ink has 

been spent on articles by authors giving attention to what they 

call  “the vocation crisis”.  In  relatively  recent  times,  social 

analysts have been vocal in commenting on the fact that 

vocations to nursing, other health professions and social work 

are also in decline. One observer was bold enough to assert: 

“Nursing’s collapse is a cultural and spiritual one, a failure of 

the notion of charity and compassion, not the result of failed 

pay-bargaining rounds.” 
 

While our Church culture has frequently regarded “vocation” as 

a call from God, it is important to recognise that God is not in 

the business of planning our lives for us. God has blessed each 

of us with personal gifts that are unique. God has also blessed 

us with freedom and the capacity to choose how we want to 

express those gifts in ways that are true to ourselves. In time, 

people among us who recognise that they have a strong sense 

of  compassion come to  the conviction  that  they  want  to 

contribute to making the world a better place. Those with a 

faith commitment to Jesus often sense that the way for them to 

live their lives is in service to others that is motivated by the 

values  and ideals  which  Jesus lived  and proclaimed. The 

vocation  they  choose,  be  it  to  religious  life,  priesthood, 

marriage or a single life, is their way of striving to express the 

love in their heart with integrity as they reach out to serve 

others with justice and integrity. They open themselves to the 

workings and guidance of God’s Spirit, who is ever active within 

and around all of us.  
 

Of course, one does not have to be religious to have a sense of 

vocation. However, the materialistic culture in which many of us 

live  promotes  fame,  wealth,  tertiary  qualifications  and 

economic security as indicators of success in life. That’s a 

culture that can offer Tiger Woods a billion dollars to join a 

rebel golfing programme while people in helping professions 

can find themselves struggling to feed and clothe their families, 

and millions in developing countries struggle to get enough to 

eat.  
 

Sometimes it takes years for one to discover and follow his/her 

vocation. At other times, all it takes is a sudden, intense 

moment of realisation. In 2015, a movie called Persona Non 

Grata, was released. It was directed by Cellin Gluck, a Japanese 

American who is probably better known as the director of 

Godzilla and Remember the Titans. Persona Non Grata is the 

story of Chiune Sugihara (1900-1986) who was the Japanese 

Vice-Consul to Lithuania in the early years of World War II. 

Sugihara was short-listed to become Japanese Ambassador to 

Russia. However, one morning when he opened the doors of 

the Japanese Embassy in Lithuania, he was confronted by a 

large group of people requesting transit visas for Japan. The 

crowd was made up of Jews fleeing from Poland in the wake of 

the German invasion of their country. Transit visas through 

Tokyo would allow them breathing space to prepare for refugee 

status in the West Indies and North America. Three times 

Sugihara cabled his superiors in Tokyo requesting permission 

to issue visas. Three times he was refused. The plight of the 

refugees pleading for help so touched his heart that he ignored 

orders and started issuing visas. In the space of 28 days before 

he was recalled to Berlin to be sacked, he issued more than 

6000 hand-written visas. Sugihara found within his heart a 

depth of compassion and courage that drove him to put the 

well-being  of  Jews  in  desperate  need  ahead  of  personal 

prestige and self-interest. He discovered his true vocation, and, 

in the process, forfeited his place in the Japanese Diplomatic 

Corps  but  eventually  earned for  himself  the title  of  “The 

Japanese Schindler.” The only job he was able to get, once he 

was back in Japan, was selling light bulbs. 
 

Today’s gospel-reading reminds us that we are all invited to the 

vocation of discipleship.  But  with the proviso from Jesus: 

“Whoever does not carry her/his cross and come after me 

cannot be my disciple.” Chiune Sugihara may never have heard 

those words of Jesus, but his integrity and his compassion for 

his Jewish sisters and brothers led him to sacrifice his career. 

The Cross comes to us in all kinds of shapes and sizes  -   in 

people and events we would prefer to avoid, in family pressures 

that force us to shelve our dreams and hopes, in the darkness 

of depression and loneliness, in the ostracism that follows our 

daring to speak the truth, in false accusations and gossip. 

Whatever form it takes, we know in the depths of our heart that 

picking it up is a condition of walking in the footsteps of the one 

who invites us to follow him. 
 

Working out how best to be true to ourselves and to the Jesus 

we commit to follow does not come automatically or by calling 

for a supply of divine inspiration. We have been blessed with 

freedom and intelligence. Surely God’s intention is that we use 

those gifts. Today’s first reading urges us to cultivate wisdom. 

Even though we know that we can call on God’s Spirit to guide 

us in our decision-making, we know instinctively that we all 

have to work at figuring things out when challenges come our 

way. Today’s first reading from Wisdom points that out clearly. 

Then,  the second reading  from Paul’s  Letter  to  Philemon 

illustrates how Paul had to rely on his own wits, persuasion and 

diplomacy to convince his friend Philemon to take back his 

runaway slave Onesimus without punishing him. Paul shrewdly 

adds that, because he has baptised Onesimus (whose name, 

incidentally, means “profitable one”), Philemon is now obliged 

by the Gospel to treat him no longer as his slave but as his 

brother.  
 

This is a neat segue into the gospel-reading where we see 

Jesus involved in doing some of his own figuring out. Still on his 

way to Jerusalem, he is being followed by a large crowd, and he 

wants to know if they are there out of self-interest (hoping for 

more miracles) or genuinely wanting to be disciples. If they 

want to be disciples, they had better get used to carrying their 

own crosses and be prepared to detach themselves from 

possessions. Then, using Semitic hyperbole (“hate”) he points 

out that hanging on too tightly to family, relatives and friends 

gets in the way of freely embracing discipleship. Paul has 

already pointed that slaves are not possessions and now Jesus 

makes the point that husbands, wives and children are not 

possessions either. Moreover, life experience has shown us 

how some husbands and wives think they own their marriage 

partner, and some parents think they own their children. 

Finally, the two illustrations about the need for proper building-

planning and logical strategy for military engagement make the 

point that similar vigilance and planning are required for 

discipleship. There’s a gentle irony here for all of us to note: 

Jesus himself “left home” to identify with humanity. He is 

simply asking us to do something similar.  
 

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 

 
  

 
 

Congratulations to 
 

Julio Ruiz Davila   

and 

Therese Vella  

 
who were married at St Michael’s last week. 

Our Week  
 

Thursday 8 September  

Feast - The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 David Bradley 
 Bodhi Stafford 

 
who were baptized at St. Michael’s Church  

during the week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

CWL REFLECTION DAY 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Baulkham Hills South 

Catholic Women’s League invites everyone to 

join us for a REFLECTION DAY from 9.15am to 

2pm: 
 

Theme:   Discerning the Ways of the Holy Spirit:  

Putting Pieces Together 

Presenters:  Barbara Stenning & Fr Jessie Balorio 

When:  Friday, 16th September, 2022 

Where:  1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

Parking:  Off-street and street parking 

Time:  Commencing with registration and Mass 9.15am 

Cost:  $10 (which includes morning tea and lunch) 

 

Please fill in booking sheet at back of Church or contact: 

Lyn Keane on 0412 689 261 or Barbara Stenning on  

0466 608 400  

EMBRACE THE CALL TO GLOBAL MISSION 
American Samoa, Cambodia, Kiribati, 

Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, 

Solomon Islands, Tanzania, Thailand, 

Timor-Leste and Zambia are requesting 

Australian Catholics to live in and share their skills with parish 

communities.   

 

Embrace one of these Mission opportunies abroad and 

mentor those with little other opportunity. You will be well 

prepared and supported by Palms Australia who have 

engaged Australian Catholics in this mission since 1961.  

 

Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742 567 and Register for a 

Webinar on Saturday September 24th at 11:30am where you 

can talk directly with Veronica Lawson who is mentoring 

teachers in Pago Pago, American Samoa now. Or visit others 

already engaged in Mission with Palms on our 13-day 

Encounter Tour to Timor-Leste from October 16th to 28th. 

 

The funeral Mass of  
Eva-Marie Sakrouge will be held on 

Monday the 5th of September at 
11am here in St Michael’s Church. 

PASTORAL FORMATION SACRAMENTS SHORT COURSE: 

STARTS 6 OCTOBER 
 

Are you passionate about deepening your appreciation of the 

sacraments? Want to enhance your sacramental vision of 

life? Over two Thursday nights (6 and 13 October), discover 

more with Sr Mary Louise Walsh from the Diocese of 

Parramatta’s Worship team. Face-to-face from 6.30pm – 

8.30pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre (1-5 Marion Street 

Blacktown). LIMITED SEATS. Register by September 21 

via met@parracatholic.org OR via https://pfparra.org.au/

signup/  

BLACKTOWN PARISH OFFICE SPACE/RETREAT 

VENUE AVAILABLE FOR RENT 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown 

currently has a venue that may be used for office space or a 

retreat venue for a small parish or religious group. To inquire 

please contact Sarah or Ged at the Parish Office on (02) 

9622 1125 or admin@mqofblacktown.org.au  

SEASON OF CREATION CAMPING TRIP: 

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 
 

Set aside your busy lifestyle for a few 

days to join with friends, family and other 

members of the Christian community to celebrate the Season 

of Creation. Enjoy a relaxed camping experience with optional 

activities to engage in fun, creative and prayerful ways with 

creation and our Creator. 

 

When:  Friday, September 30 – Sunday, October 2, 2022 
 

Where:  Wooglemai Catholic Bush Retreat Centre, Oakdale 
 

Cost:  Individual campers $20; Camping couples $40; 

 Family camping groups $50 

 

For more information and to register visit: 

www.seasonofcreationcamping.org  

https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/assignments-abroad/
https://palms.org.au/event/embrace-palms-return-to-global-mission/
https://palms.org.au/encounters/trek-for-timor-leste-encounter/
https://palms.org.au/encounters/trek-for-timor-leste-encounter/
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
https://pfparra.org.au/signup/
https://pfparra.org.au/signup/
mailto:admin@mqofblacktown.org.au
http://www.seasonofcreationcamping.org


 

even representing our Catholic 
Church in Rome, the time came for Monsignor John Boyle to retire. However, he can still be found most 
Sundays, celebrating Mass and chatting with parishioners, in Churches throughout Western Sydney 

 
 

I’m prepared to do anything our Father’s Church asks – I’m more than happy. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

This Father’s Day, we’re reminded of the infinite blessings we’ve been given through the caring, 

unconditional love of the father figures in our lives. This includes our family and parish priests, 

whose steadfast support and kind-hearted love has guided and shaped us into who we are today. 

 

 

With your kind support, our Clergy Health and Wellbeing team can make sure that when the time 

comes, our priests’ physical, emotional, and mental wellbeing will be nurtured, and they will receive 

the practical support needed to transition to a comfortable and dignified retirement. 

 

  





Building Safe Parishes Together in 2022:  

An Update from the Office for Safeguarding 

 

National Child Protection Week 

4-10 September 2022 

Every Child in Every Community Needs a Fair Go 
 

This week begins Child Protection Week across the country.  

 

During this week we are reminded that: 

 

- Children benefit when we bring people together to create connected communities. 

- Children and young people thrive when they grow up safe, connected and supported in their family, 

community and culture. 

- They have a right to grow up in environments that support them now and into their future. 

[From: https://www.napcan.org.au/ncpw-theme/] 

 

Our Parish life is known by its connectedness and by its shared beliefs and values to be Christ-like in all 

we do. At our very heart we want our Catholic Parish community to be inclusive and safe for all to come 

and worship and to share their baptismal gifts for the good of all – especially for our children and for 

adults who may be at risk. 

 

There are many things we can do to create a supportive Parish environment  

and show that we do give a fair go for all the children of our faith community! 

 

This month, as a Catholic community, let’s ensure we have taken the first step to care and protect the 

children in our parish family. 

 

As volunteers in Parish Ministry, have each of us completed our Mandatory Safeguarding Training? 

 

Contact your Parish Office and your Safeguarding Champion to enquire about Face-to-Face Training 

opportunities in your Parish. 

 

If you would like to complete the training independently on our online training platform you can start 

these modules at any time and complete them at your own pace. Sign up onto the platform by clicking 

on this link: https://learning.safeguarding.org.au 

 

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding Training, please email Maria Kervin, Community 

Engagement and Education Officer at: maria.kervin@parracatholic.org. 

https://www.napcan.org.au/ncpw-theme/
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/
mailto:maria.kervin@parracatholic.org






Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY (02) 9639 8369 

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

04 SEPTEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

11 SEPTEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky R. Gosper, M. Boldt B 13 A 9 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, 

G. Machado, V. Vella 
E SR M. Cameron, C. Worthington SR SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique I 11 J. Van Gend, M. Reefman G 15 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
S. Stagnitta, R. Santos K 12 Youth, Youth, Youth SR 16 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 04 SEPTEMBER 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 11 SEPTEMBER 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, R. Gosper, 

L. Domanillo 

G. Shin, E. Riches, R. Gosper, L. Karam, 

W. Ng 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

J. Macey, R. Macey, L. De La Cruz, 

S. Haskins 
P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee, Youth 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  04.09.22 WEEK BEGINNING  11.09.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 04.09.22  :   

Team 5 :  P. Waite 

Counters 11.09.22  :   

Team 6 :  K. Cope 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 10.09.22 : 

L. Laksana, N. Fernando 

Saturday 17.09.22 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 10th/11th September 2022 -  Masses:         Sat  5pm:    M. D’Souza 

Sun  8am:       M. O’Loan         10am:        G. Wongso           6pm:     A. Saker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Eva-Marie Sakrouge, Margaret Borg,  
Suzanne Young and victims of the Corona 
Virus pandemic in NSW and around the 
world and those who have died in the 
Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
Regina Lu, Geoff Kane, Cecily Ryan,  
John Ryan, Michael Ryan,  
Antoinette & John Camilleri 
 
Sick: 
Jess Banayos, Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, 
Debra Price, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, 
Mary Burns, Connor Maguire, Salma Lattouf, 
Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  
Frank Jacobs, Bridgette Boldt, Jacinta Hollins, 
Joe Maroun, Catherine Hemmings,  
Sean Angeles, Patricia MacDonald,  
Hazel Clasquin, Richard Miranda,  
Baby William Merhi, Joseph MacDermid, 
Florgina Henry, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

