
YEAR C                TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME               11TH SEPTEMBER  2022     

Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed - Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.15-5.40pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  
Fr Andrew Rooney 

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 
 

JOYFUL CELEBRATION    ~ A Reflection by Pope Francis 
Today’s Gospel passage begins with several people criticizing 
Jesus, upon seeing him in the company of tax collectors and 
sinners, and they scornfully say: “This man receives sinners and 
eats with them”. In reality, this statement turns out to be a 
marvellous announcement. Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with 
them. It is what happens to us at every Mass, in every Church: 
Jesus is happy to welcome us to his table where he offers himself 
for us. It is a statement that we could inscribe on Church doors: 

“Here Jesus welcomes sinners and invites them to his table”. And in response to those 
who were criticizing him, Jesus tells three parables, three wonderful parables that reveal 
his preference for those who feel distant from him. Today, it would be nice if each of you 
would take up the Gospel of Luke and read the three parables. They are wonderful.  
The first parable says: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost, 
until he finds it?”. What man of you? Not a person with good sense: he does the math and 
sacrifices the one to keep the ninety-nine. Whereas God does not give up. He cherishes 
precisely, you who still do not know the beauty of his love; you who have not yet 
welcomed Jesus into the centre of your life; you who are unable to overcome your sin; 
you who, perhaps due to the bad things that have happened in your life, do not believe in 
love. In the second parable, you are that small coin that the Lord does not accept losing, 
and he searches relentlessly. He wants to tell you that you are precious in his eyes, that 
you are unique. No one can replace you in God’s heart. You have a place; you are you, and 
no one can replace you; nor me, no one can replace me in God’s heart. And in the third 
parable, God is the father who awaits the return of his prodigal son. God always awaits 
us. He does not tire; he does not lose heart. Because we, each one of us is that son 
embraced once again, that rediscovered coin, that sheep caressed and put back upon his 
shoulder. He waits every day for us to perceive his love. And you say: “But I have done my 
share of things, I have done too much!”.  Do not be afraid. God loves you; he loves you as 
you are and knows that his love alone can change your life.  
But this infinite love of God for us sinners, which is the heart of the Gospel, can be 
rejected. It is what the elder son in the parable does. He does not understand love in that 
moment, and he has in mind more of a master than a father. It is also a risk for us: to 
believe in a more rigorous than merciful god, a god who defeats evil with power rather 
than with forgiveness. It is not so. God saves with love, not with force: offering himself, 
not imposing himself. But the elder son, who does not accept the father’s mercy, 
withdraws; he makes a greater mistake. He thinks he is just; he presumes he has been 
betrayed and he judges everything based on his concept of justice. Thus, he becomes 
angry with his brother and rebukes the father: “You killed the fatted calf when this son of 
yours came”. This son of yours: he does not call him my brother, but rather, your son. He 
feels like an only child. We too are mistaken when we believe we are just, when we think 
the others are bad. Let us not think we are good, because on our own, without the help 
of God who is good, we do not know how to defeat evil. Today, do not forget to take up 
the Gospel and read the three parables of Luke, Chapter 15. It will do you good; it will be 
healthy for you.  
How can we defeat evil? By welcoming God’s forgiveness and the forgiveness of our 
brothers and sisters. It happens each time we go to confession: there we receive the love 
of God, which conquers our sin. It no longer exists. God forgets it. When God forgives, he 
loses his memory, he forgets our sins, he forgets. God is so good to us! Unlike we who, 
after saying “it’s okay”, remember “with interest” the harm done to us, at the very first 
opportunity. No, God erases evil, he makes us new inside and thus enables joy to be 
reborn within us, not sadness, not darkness in our heart, not suspicion, but joy. Brothers 
and sisters, take courage. With God, no sin has the last word.  
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TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   

Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, 
that your prophets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of your servant, 
and of your people Israel. 
 

First Reading   Ex 32: 7-11,13-14 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
The Lord relented and did not send the evil he had 
threatened. 
The Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Go down now, because your 
people whom you brought out of Egypt have 
apostatised. They have been quick to leave the way I 
marked out for them; they have made themselves a calf 
of molten metal and have worshipped it and offered it 
sacrifice. “Here is your God, Israel,” they have cried, 
“who brought you up from the land of Egypt!” I can see 
how headstrong these people are! Leave me, now, my 
wrath shall blaze out against them and devour them; of 
you, however, I will make a great nation.’ 
But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God. ‘Lord,’ he said, 
‘why should your wrath blaze out against this people of 
yours whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with 
arm outstretched and mighty hand? Remember 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, your servants to whom by 
your own self you swore and made this promise: I will 
make your offspring as many as the stars of heaven, and 
all this land which I promised I will give to your 
descendants, and it shall be their heritage for ever.’ So 
the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the 
disaster he had threatened. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response: I will rise and go to my father. 

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness 
 In your compassion blot out my offence. 

O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin.  

Response: I will rise and go to my father. 

2. A pure heart create for me, O God,  

put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit.  

Response: I will rise and go to my father. 

3. O Lord, open my lips  

and my mouth shall declare your praise. 
My sacrifice is a contrite spirit; 
a humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn.  

Response: I will rise and go to my father. 

 
 

Second Reading  
1 Tm 1: 12-17 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy 

Christ came to save sinners. 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, 
and who judged me faithful enough to call me into his 
service even though I used to be a blasphemer and did all 
I could to injure and discredit the faith. Mercy, however, 
was shown me, because until I became a believer I had 
been acting in ignorance; and the grace of our Lord filled 
me with faith and with the love that is in Christ Jesus. Here 
is a saying that you can rely on and nobody should doubt: 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. I 
myself am the greatest of them; and if mercy has been 
shown to me, it is because Jesus Christ meant to make me 
the greatest evidence of his inexhaustible patience for all 
the other people who would later have to trust in him to 
come to eternal life. To the eternal King, the undying, 
invisible and only God, be honour and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel (Shorter Form)   Lk 15:1-10 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

There will be joy in heaven over one sinner who does 
penance. 

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the 
company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the 
Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they 
said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke 
this parable to them: 

‘What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing one, 
would not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 
after the missing one till he found it? And when he found 
it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, 
when he got home, call together his friends and 
neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” he would say “I have found 
my sheep that was lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there 
will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner 
than over ninety-nine virtuous men who have no need of 
repentance. 

‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if 
she lost one, light a lamp and sweep out the house and 
search thoroughly till she found it? And then, when she 
had found it, call together her friends and neighbours? 
“Rejoice with me,” she would say “I have found the 
drachma I lost.” In the same way, I tell you, there is 
rejoicing among the angels of God over one repentant 
sinner.’ 

Communion Antiphon    
How precious is your mercy, O God! 
The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your 
wings. 



REFLECTION FOR TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – 
YEAR C 

 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

 

 “Rejoice with me because I have found my lost 
sheep…because I have found the coin I lost…because your 
brother was lost and has been found.” Luke 15:1-32 
Once again, an appreciation of context is vital for finding a way 
into understanding the parables of today’s gospel-reading. In 
the time of Jesus, there was no such institution as a nursing 

home or a hostel for elderly people to live their final years in comfort and care. Care for 
elderly parents was the responsibility of their sons. The younger son, who demanded his 
share of the family inheritance, cashed it in and spent it on a fruitless search for personal 
pleasure. His behaviour demonstrated that he saw his father as undeserving of care and 
attention. In the society of the day there was no greater sin. The younger son neglected his 
filial duty and treated his father with utter contempt. So, it’s important that we don’t simply 
pass off that kind of behaviour as the thoughtlessness of youth. 

We also have to remember that very few of Jesus’ parables come to a clear resolution. They 
are deliberately left unfinished, challenging those who hear them to wrestle with what they 
really mean. In this context, let’s not forget that Matthew, Mark and Luke made a point of 
stating that Jesus explained his parables to those close to him while he left the crowds who 
were unmoved by his teaching to wallow in their ignorance, their lack of faith and their 
refusal to entertain a need to repent. Note, for instance, Mark’s record of Jesus’ comment 
to those close to him about his reason for using parables: “Now when he was away from the 
crowd, those present with the Twelve questioned him about the parables. He told them: ‘To 
you the mystery of the reign of God has been confided. To the others outside it is all 
presented in parables, so that they will look intently and not see, listen carefully and not 
understand, lest perhaps they repent and be forgiven’. He said to them: ‘You do not 
understand this parable (the Sower)? How then are you going to understand other figures 
like it?’” (Mark 4: 10-13). If we stop to reflect on many of the parables with which we are 
familiar, we soon see that they are open to various interpretations, and that they are often 
enigmatic and, even, quite ambiguous. 

Master of story-telling that he is, Luke sets us up to make judgements about the characters 
in his story of the “prodigal son”.  He begins with: “A man had two sons…” inviting us 
immediately to conclude that one was good and the other bad. Aware of his ongoing conflict 
with the religious leaders of his day on the topic of the real purposes of God’s law, we are 
set up to misjudge the Pharisees and scribes who are presented as grumbling: “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  Luke’s way of narrating his story sets us up to adopt 
the view that, whenever Pharisees and scribes are critical of Jesus, they are wrong. But isn’t 
there some justification to their criticism of Jesus? Don’t teachers and prophets compromise 
themselves by sitting at table with public sinners?  

If we don’t tread warily with this parable, we can be drawn into viewing it as little more than 
an illustration of how notorious sinners can come to their senses, repent of their sins and 
find their way to embrace God’s merciful love, and an insight into those who believe that 
they have not strayed from the path of right living. This latter group are simply unable to 
bring themselves to recognise that their arrogance and pride have distanced them from God 
and their broken sisters and brothers.  Mind you, appreciating that is no small achievement 
for we know that both descriptions have applied to us at different times. But there is even 
more to this parable. 



 
This gospel-reading has several parables about the lost being found and rejoiced over when 
they return or are returned to their proper place. The fact that we are told that Jesus 
welcomes outcasts and even eats with them is a statement of God’s magnanimous love 
expressed in and through Jesus. But being welcomed and forgiven calls for repentance on 
the part of all who accept Jesus’ invitation to be at home in his company. “Repentance” is 
an interesting word that has come into our language from Greek. It’s fundamental meaning 
is the price to be paid for destroying someone else’s property. While we would not think of 
engaging in vandalism of public or private property, we need to remember that God’s 
property includes every human being, and we know that we are all guilty of hurting or 
maligning or gossiping about others, even about those close to us. But Jesus does not call us 
to repentance for some kind of distorted satisfaction at seeing us squirm. God’s call to 
repentance presupposes that we are worthwhile, valuable, worthy of being treated with 
respect and dignity. God’s call to repentance is rather like a very dear friend shaking us to 
life and telling us to wake up to ourselves. God believes in us more than we believe in 
ourselves. While we know that we have been created in God’s image, we often find it 
difficult to accept that, like God, we are good, creative, free and loving. So, too, is every 
other person we encounter. We have missed the point of all the parables in today’s gospel-
reading if we fail to see that we are all worthwhile objects of God’s boundless love. 

Still, let’s not rush to a resolution of the 
prodigal parable. The younger son does 
not get an A rating for self-knowledge. 
There is something lacking in his level of 
repentance. His reasoning to himself for 
returning is based on self-interest. He 
knows that he’ll be fed by a father who 
makes sure that even the servants are 
properly cared for. And he doesn’t get a 
chance to recite the speech he has 
rehearsed, so overwhelming is the 
welcome his father extends. And what to 
we make of the elder son? Luke has 

presented him in a way that forces us to see that this son is also lost. His initial reaction to 
the extravagant welcome his father has extended to his younger brother is entirely 
understandable. The way his younger brother had treated their father is nothing short of 
scandalous. Moreover, he knows that his brother’s conduct has destroyed the reputation of 
the whole family. He must have been wondering if his father had lost control of his mind. 
Part of Luke’s skill is that he tells his audience only how the elder son reacted in the shock 
of the moment. We, too, are left to ponder whether or not he was able to temper his 
inflexibility and live into a change of heart and attitude more in keeping with his father’s 
response. And the younger son’s half-hearted repentance would also have to grow into 
behaviours that would be more socially accepted. He would have to demonstrate the 
authenticity of his repentance by involving himself in the hard work needed to sustain the 
family farm.  

While not fully resolved, this parable is a mirror into which we all might look with benefit. 
We might see that our efforts at repentance are sometimes shallow and that, at the same 
time, we can be quick to judge others. We might also see someone who is almost faultless 
at keeping all the rules but whose response to those around him is loaded with passive 
aggression. We may even see a man who just doesn’t know how to fall into the arms of a 
father that are outstretched to prodigals. Perhaps, too, we might see a father who has 
learned how to combine both justice and mercy and mete them out accordingly. What we 
see might give us cause to change and grow. 



 
 

Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers the 

relatives and friends of our Parish 

Communities for whom prayers have 

been requested: 

 
Recently Deceased: Dorothy Desa, Cynthia Dsouza 

Anniversaries: Richard Cassins,  

Our sick relatives & friends 
Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s 

brother),Melba Oki, David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry 

Williams, Moira Devine, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, 

Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara,  David 

Molina, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, John 

Walker, Holly Burns, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren 

Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, 

Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Richard 

Meagher and all who are ill or struggling as a result of the 

Coronavirus throughout the world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to the 
9.30am Parish Mass.   

Adoration commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 
Ifyou are Coeliac or Gluten Intolerant we 

have low gluten (negligible) hosts to enable 

you to receive the Body of Christ in 

Communion. 

Please speak to Father or the Acolyte before Mass. Please 

go to the priest celebrating Mass to receive Communion. 

Keeping You Connected 

10th September 2022, THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME....https://youtu.be/eVZTi9Y7vVg 
 
17th September 2022, THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME....https://youtu.be/aOv8oijyZ0k 
 
24th September 2022, THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME....https://youtu.be/9Hz2rz9Eh8s 
 
1st October 2022, THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME....  https://youtu.be/INS4eW2tEQg 
 

 

  

 

Invitation to join 
Fr Andrew Rooney 
for Morning Tea 

to celebrate his Priesthood 
with the Parish Community of  

Our Lady of Lourdes 
As he celebrates his first Sunday Mass with us. 

When: This Sunday, 11th September  
     9.30am Mass followed by morning tea 
Where: OLOL Church & Parish Centre 

Everyone is welcome to join Fr Andrew as we 
celebrate the joyful occasion of his Ordination to the 
Priesthood and welcome him as Assistant Priest to 
the Parish of Baulkham Hills. 

Altar Server Training Course 
 
Would you like to become an Altar 
Server? 
 
Have you received or are you 
preparing to receive the Sacrament of 
1st Eucharist? 
 

Girls and boys who have received the Sacrament of 1st 
Eucharist or are preparing to receive the Sacrament of 1st 
Eucharist are invited to join the Ministry of Altar Servers.  
If your child is interested in training for this special ministry 
please complete the expression of Interest Form (available 
at the back of the church) and attached to the online 
Bulletin) and return to the OLOL Parish Office at your 
earliest convenience so that we can arrange suitable times 
for training. 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 

with the proper recording for the second collection, 

please include your envelope number if you have one. 

 For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB   067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 

for support of the Parish 

 BSB   067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number/ Name 

 If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulk

hamhills 



PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 9 
A COVID SAFE PARISH  

 

Dear Parishioners, 

Thank you for your continued support of the Parish in these difficult COVID and flu-like times.  

I hope you are continuing to keep well, and while grateful for some nice sunny winter days, remind you 
that if you are not feeling well to stay at home and watch the Mass via the link below. 

As you are aware, discussion continues about the need to wear masks in places where people are 
gathered. NSW Health strongly advises people get fully vaccinated and wear a face mask where they 
cannot physically distance. Masks are available from the front of the Church, should you wish to wear 
one. 

PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS – ACTS AND DECREES – Topic 8 

As part of our concern for all to be aware of the Plenary Council deliberations, we are presenting the 
various Acts and Decrees of the Plenary Council for your study and perusal. Last week we provided the 
Introduction to the document. 

This week we provide Acts and Decrees of Topic 8: Integral Ecology and Conversion for the Sake of our 
Common Home 

The parish working group is currently on the process of finalising the two survey forms that will be 
published shortly.  

Please watch this space! 

The group will meet on Thursday, September 22 at 7.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes. Please pray for the 
group and its work. 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and 
available on YOUTUBE after that https://youtu.be/eVZTi9Y7vVg . Please copy the link into browser if it 
does not immediately work. 

 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK 
page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this every week 

BISHOP’S FATHER’S DAY APPEAL 

Thank you for your contributions to The Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal for Retired and Sick Priests. 
Further contributions are always welcome, either online via parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal or 
using the envelopes in the pews. 

FOR THE DECEASED 

Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 

Recently deceased:   

Antonio Pellicano, Eva-Maria Sakrouge, Suzanne Young 

Anniversary: 

Richard Cassin, Bozo Ivezic, Clarence Muller, Melodie Moro 
 

 



 
PARISH DISCERNMENT - SWOT ANALYSIS 

You may have noticed in Fr Wim’s Updates recently, 

reference to The Parish Working Group. 

This group of parishioners representing both Parish 

Communities is currently undertaking a Discernment 

Process with the aim of making not just good decisions 

but inspired decisions for the Parish of Baulkham Hills as 

we move forward and develop a stronger, more vibrant 

parish, sensitive to the action of God in our lives and our 

communities.  God’s desire is that we should be joyful 

and at peace, feeling that we are in the right place and 

moving in the right direction. 

As part of the discernment process we are doing what 

we call a SWOT Analysis. This process is asking each of 

our parishioners to identify Strengths, Weakness, 

Opportunities & Threats within our Parish Communities 

with the hope that the response will assist us in fulfilling 

our Vision, Hopes and Goals as we listen to the Holy 

Spirit and what he is asking of us. 

The SWOT Analysis sheet has been included in the 

digital copy of the OLOL Bulletin for several weeks and 

there are copies of the analysis sheet at the back of the 

church. To date, we have only received 11 responses. 

This is an anonymous process inviting you to provide 
an  honest response. Analysis Sheets can be returned to 

the church or the OLOL Office. 

“Discerning the Ways of the Holy Spirit: 
Putting Pieces Together” 

 
CWL Reflection Day 
Our Lady of Lourdes,  
1 Canyon Road, 
 
Date: Friday 16th September 

Time: 9.15am - 2.00pm 
(Commencing with Mass at 9.30am) 

Cost: $10 includes morning tea and lunch 
 
After Mass proceed to OLOL Parish Centre 
For morning tea and talks by  
Barbara Stenning & Fr Jessie Balorio 
 
Bookings/Enquiries:   
Lyn 0412 689 261 or Barbara 0466 608 400 

 

Father’s Day Appeal  
Please support our priests’ dignified retirement and our 

clergy who are in ill-health. This Father’s Day, please 

spare a thought for our humble priests who have cared 

for our faith community’s spiritual nourishment and 

wellbeing all their lives, asking little for themselves. 

When their time comes to retire, many are without 

family to support them and assist with the everyday 

essentials for a comfortable retirement. With your 

generosity, the Clergy Support Foundation can help 

them with the personal, professional, and practical care 

and guidance needed to transition to a dignified and 

well-deserved retirement. Envelopes are still available 

in the pews. Please give generously to the Bishop’s 

Father’s Day Appeal 

parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal  

 
Safeguarding Sunday 
This weekend, the Catholic Church in Australia marks 

Safeguarding Sunday, on which we pray for those who 

have been abused, their families and supporters. We 

recognise and apologise for the harm done by priests, 

religious and lay people in Church settings. Rebuilding 

trust and confidence in the Church requires constant 

work and vigilance. We recommit to cultural change that 

will help the Church be a place where people feel safe 

and supported. 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 

 24th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 10th September 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Vassett Peter Steele Maureen Steele Nicole Whittaker 

 11th September 
Sunday 
9.30am John O’Grady Janina Starkey Chris Luther 

Anne Mitchell 
Kay Bull 

25th  Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 17th September 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm Roland Barros Peter Watkins Zelda Booth Sonia Tannous 

 18th September 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Angela Ryall Bernard Ryall 

Louise Ryall 
Marlene Murrow 



Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 
Baulkham Hills 

 

 
“To love God and to love our neighbour” 

Invitation  
to commence 

Altar Server Training  
 

 
Girls and boys who have received the Sacrament of 

1st Eucharist and, also, those who are currently preparing  
to receive the Sacrament of 1st Eucharist in 2022 

are invited to become Altar Servers 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church. 

 

Training dates will be advised shortly.   

 

Our Lady of Lourdes will soon be commencing  
a Training Course for the ministry of Altar Server. 

 

At this stage we are asking those who are interested in this important ministry to complete the 
Expression of Interest Form below and return to the School or Parish Office.  

Email: Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
Altar Server - Expression of Interest Form 

 
Name: ……………………………………………… 

 
Age: ……     
 
Class: …… 

School: …………………………………………  
 
Address: ………………………………………… 

Phone:  …………………………………………  

Email:  ………………………………………… 

 
Parent signature:……………………………………… 
 
Many thanks you for completing this form.  We will make contact with you in the near future. 



" Discerning the Ways of the Holy Spirit:  
Putting Things Together" 

REFLECTION DAY HOSTED BY  

OUR LADY OF LOURDES   

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE  

Friday, 16th September, 2022 

 

9.15am  Registration in Church (if not already registered) 

9.25am  Welcome prior to Mass – Lyn Keane (Theme/men welcome) 

9.30am  MASS 

Move to Parish Centre:       Pay $10 and get a name tag. 

 

10am   Morning tea 

10.30am  1st talk  

Presenter:   Barbara Stenning 

11.00am  Reflective time 

11.30am  2nd talk  

Presenter:    Fr Jessie Balorio 

12.15pm  Lunch (sandwiches and fruit provided) 

 

1.00 – 2pm  Proceed to Church for Exposition, reflective time and  

   availability of Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

    

1.50pm   Benediction and Final Blessing. 

 

Bookings and enquiries:  Lyn Keane: 0412 689 261 or 

Barbara Stenning: 0466 608 400  



ACTS AND DECREES OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL – TOPIC 8 
 

INTEGRAL ECOLOGY AND CONVERSION FOR THE SAKE OF OUR COMMON HOME 

1. As drought, bushfires, floods, and extreme weather become more common in Australia, 
we realise the urgency of responding to our baptismal calling of taking up God’s mission of 
love for the whole of creation. 

2. Throughout the Scriptures we learn of God’s love for creation, from the affirmation of the 
goodness of creation in Genesis (Genesis 1:2–4) to the Book of Revelation’s vision of a 
creation made new (Revelation 21:5). All life and all that sustains it comes from God the 
Creator as gift, and so we are committed to care for our Common Home, and to cherish 
and promote the dignity of human life from conception to natural death. Local and 
universal Catholic Social Teaching, too, has helped us to reflect on how we might live in 
right relationship with the Creator, one another, and all of creation. 

3. Pope Francis’ landmark Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (2015) powerfully pointed out that we 
do not stand outside creation but are “joined in a splendid universal communion” with 
other creatures and are called to care for the common home which we share with them (n. 
220). In their Social Justice Statement 2021–22, Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor, the 
Australian Bishops also affirm that we need “an integral approach to economic, social and 
ecological issues” – an integral ecology – if we are to address the interlocking crises of our 
times. 

4. Laudato Si’ reiterates Pope Saint John Paul II’s call to ecological conversion and encourages 
the Church especially to undertake ecological education and to foster ecological spirituality 
(General Audience, 17 January 2001; Laudato Si’ Chapter 6). The call to ecological 
conversion is part of the call to defend human life from conception to natural death, 
especially those who are most vulnerable, and to care for all forms of life on Earth, 
because “systems of life and love are deeply interconnected” (John Paul II, Evangelium 
Vitae, 25 March 1995, n. 93). Responding to this call requires new ways of seeing the 
world, thinking, and behaving (John Paul II, Peace with God the Creator, Peace with all of 
Creation, World Day of Peace Message 1990, n. 13; Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor). 
Ecological conversion entails turning from human dominance to belonging to the 
community of life and to interdependence with all other creatures, awe in the beauty of 
creation and being nourished by a sense of God’s presence (Laudato Si’ n. 223). 

5. Ecological conversion is both personal and communal, and therefore we must act to care 
for creation in ways that are both personal and communal. Such action will be informed by 
Scripture, our theological tradition, Catholic Social Teaching, human knowledge and 
scientific insight. In responding to these issues, we acknowledge the “unique place of the 
wisdom of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, who were caring for country 
before Abraham set out for the promised land, and who continue to do so today” (Cry of 
the Earth, Cry of the Poor). As part of the Oceania Region, we have a particular 
responsibility to act in solidarity with the peoples of the region to ensure that their voices 
are heard and attended to in discussions and initiatives in the Church and the international 
community. 

 



6. The Dicastery for the Promotion of Integral Human Development’s Laudato Si’ Action 
Platform provides a unique global vehicle for communal action. In Cry of the Earth, Cry of 
the Poor, the Bishops Conference committed itself to joining the Platform and developing a 
Laudato Si’ Action Plan. Individuals and families, parishes, dioceses and eparchies, 
educational institutions, healthcare and healing organisations, businesses and the 
economic sector, organisations and groups, along with religious institutes can all 
participate either by developing their own Laudato Si’ Action Plans or by taking part in an 
established Action Plan. 

7. THEREFORE, this Plenary Council: 

a. recognises the sacred duty to care for and protect the Earth as a common home 
for all God’s creatures, including the generations to come; 

b. encourages all Catholic people, families, parishes, dioceses, eparchies, religious 
institutes, educational institutions, and other Catholic organisations to accept 
Pope Francis’ invitation to join the Laudato Si’ Action Platform and either 
develop Laudato Si’ Action Plans, or participate in existing Laudato Si’ Action 
Plans, as a vehicle for their ecological conversion; and 

c. promotes initiatives in Church and society which promote and defend human 
life from conception to natural death, especially those who are most 
vulnerable. 

DECREE 

The Fifth Plenary Council decrees: 

Article 1 

That, witnessing to their communal ecological conversion and the urgent need for action, by 
2024, each Catholic parish, diocese, eparchy, educational institution or organisation commits 
to joining the Laudato Si’ Platform; and by 2030 either develops its own or participates in an 
established Laudato Si’ Action Plan which includes the following elements: 

a. a public commitment; 

b. a governance model, processes and procedures; 

c. a mechanism for listening to the ecological wisdom of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples, developed in partnership with Aboriginal Catholic Ministry and 
diocesan justice, ecology and peace bodies where these exist; 

d. regular reporting on progress towards and accountability for defined goals and 
objectives; and 

e. co-construction of those goals and objectives with the people they are meant to 
support and serve. 

The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will interpret the decrees of the Fifth Plenary 
Council of Australia in accordance with the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and the 
traditions of each church sui iuris. 

In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon Law, this decree is not to be promulgated 
until it has been reviewed by the Apostolic See. It will be promulgated in Australasian Catholic 
Record and the website of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference in accordance with its 
usual practice. The decrees will oblige six months after promulgation. 
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Luke 15:1-3. 11b-32 © Creative Ministry Resources

24th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C

START

FINISH

Complete the Text maze:

I was lost but  now I am found

Sometimes it’s hard to say I’m sorry.  What could the 

boy say to show he is sorry for breaking the vase?
God wants us to know that he will always forgive us. 

Draw yourself saying this prayer to God.

Dear God,  
help me when I turn  

away from you.  
You always call me back, 

help me listen to your voice. 
Give me the strength to  
forgive as you forgive. 

Amen.

“He was lost and now  

  has been found.”



 

Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

  

 

The Diocese of Parramatta is heading to WYD23 in 
Lisbon 

 Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to the 
next World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal from July 
21 – August 11, 2023. Young people 16-35 and their 
families are encouraged to learn more 
at www.parrawyd.org. Express your interest in 
coming to Lisbon today! For all enquiries, contact 
James Camden, Head Mission Engagement 
– james.camden@parracatholic.org 

Pastoral Formation Sacraments Short Course: 
Starts 6 October 

 Are you passionate about deepening your 
appreciation of the sacraments? Want to enhance 
your sacramental vision of life? Over two Thursday 
nights (6 and 13 October), discover more with Sr 
Mary Louise Walsh from the Diocese of 
Parramatta’s Worship team. Face-to-face from 
6.30pm – 8.30pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre 
(1-5 Marion Street Blacktown). LIMITED 
SEATS. Register by September 21 
via met@parracatholic.org OR via https://pfparra.
org.au/signup/  

 Marriage Preparation Courses in 2022 

Getting married in 2022? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. 
Visit www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view 
weekend course dates, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be 
booked via the website. For more information, 
email met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 
0403 305 431 or Marisa on 0412 280 017. 

Mission Enhancement Team News… 

Pastoral Formation Mission and Evangelisation 
Short Course: Starts 8 September 

Looking for confidence to share your faith? Want 
to evangelise through life-giving faith 
conversations? On 3 Thursday nights (Sept 8, 15, 
22) journey together with Maddy Forde, a life and 
faith leader in our Australian Church and 
representative to the Vatican in the area of youth. 
Face-to-face from 6.30pm to  8.30pm at Bishop 
Bede Heather Centre (1-5 Marion Street 
Blacktown). LIMITED SEATS. Register by August 21 
via met@parracatholic.org  

OR via https://pfparra.org.au/signup/ 

Soul Food Podcast – Pastoral Formation 

Do you find life & faith inspiration by listening to 
the experiences of others? 
Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast features 
life & faith stories of people from our diocesan 
family. Listen now for FREE via our website or on 
Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/ 

Season of Creation Camping Trip:  
30 September – 2 October  

Set aside your busy lifestyle for a few days to join 
with friends, family and other members of the 
Christian community to celebrate the Season of 
Creation. Enjoy a relaxed camping experience with 
optional activities to engage in fun, creative and 
prayerful ways with creation and our Creator. 

When: Friday, September 30 – Sunday, October 2, 
2022 

Where: Wooglemai Catholic Bush Retreat Centre, 
Oakdale 

Cost: Individual campers $20; Camping couples 
$40; Family camping groups $50 

For more information and to register 
visit: www.seasonofcreationcamping.org 

Mount Druitt South Parish Fete: 11th September 

The Sacred Heart Parish South Mount Druitt fete 
will be held on Sunday 11 September at Sacred 
Heart Primary School, Mt Druitt, from 10.30am to 
3.30pm. Activities include a While Elephant stall, 
jumping castle, chocolate wheel and showbags. 
For more information, contact the parish office on 
(02) 9832 3896 

 
What Will Be Your Legacy of Faith, Hope and 
Charity? 

During Include A Charity Week, we 
invite you – after providing for your 
loved ones – to consider leaving a 
gift in your Will to our Parish, or a 
ministry in our Diocese. Legacy 

gifts advance Christian works of faith, hope and 
charity for future generations. 
For information on remembering the Church in 
your Will: 
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/giftsinWills 
 

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 
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	Altar Server Training Course

