
YEAR C                TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME               4TH SEPTEMBER  2022     

Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed - Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.15-5.40pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  
Fr Andrew Rooney 

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 
 

COST OF DISCIPLESHIP    ~ A Reflection by Pope Francis 
In today’s Gospel Jesus insists on the 
conditions for being his disciples: preferring 
nothing to the love of Christ, carrying one’s 
cross and following him. Many people in fact 
drew near to Jesus, they wanted to be 
included among his followers; and this would 
happen especially after some miraculous 
sign which accredited him as the Messiah, 
the King of Israel. However, Jesus did not 

want to disappoint anyone. He knew well what awaited him in Jerusalem and which 
path the Father was asking him to take: it was the Way of the Cross, the way of 
sacrificing himself for the forgiveness of our sins. Following Jesus does not mean 
taking part in a triumphal procession! It means sharing his merciful love, entering 
his great work of mercy for each and every person.  

The work of Jesus is, precisely, a work of mercy, a work of forgiveness and of love! 
Jesus is so full of mercy! And this universal pardon, this mercy, passes through the 
Cross. Jesus, however, does not want to do this work alone: he wants to involve us 
too in the mission that the Father entrusted to him. After the Resurrection he was 
to say to his disciples: “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you”... if you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven” (Jn 20:21-22). Jesus’ disciple renounces all his 
possessions because in Jesus he has found the greatest Good in which every other 
good receives its full value and meaning: family ties, other relationships, work, 
cultural and economic goods and so forth.... The Christian detaches him or herself 
from all things and rediscovers all things in the logic of the Gospel, the logic of love 
and of service.  

To explain this requirement, Jesus uses two parables: that of the tower to be built 
and that of the king going to war. The latter says: “What king, going to encounter 
another king in war, will not sit down first and take counsel whether he is able with 
ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if 
not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends an embassy and asks terms of 
peace”. Jesus does not wish to address the topic of war here; it is only a parable. Yet 
at this moment in which we are praying intensely for peace, this word of the Lord 
touches us to the core, and essentially tells us: there is a more profound war that 
we must all fight! It is the firm and courageous decision to renounce evil and its 
enticements and to choose the good, ready to pay in person: this is following Christ, 
this is what taking up our cross means! This profound war against evil! What is the 
use of waging war, so many other wars, if you aren’t capable of waging this profound 
war against evil? It is pointless! It doesn’t work.... Among other things this war 
against evil entails saying “no” to the fratricidal hatred and falsehood that are used; 
saying “no” to violence in all its forms; saying “no” to the proliferation of weapons 
and to the illegal arms trade. There is so much of it! So much of it! And the doubt 
always remains: is this war or that war — because wars are everywhere — really a 
war to solve problems or is it a commercial war for selling weapons in illegal trade? 
These are the enemies to fight, united and consistent, following no other interests 
than those of peace and of the common good. 

   Catholic Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 
Telephone 02 9639 8385 § olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au   

§ www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 



 
TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; 
treat your servant in accord with your merciful love. 
 

First Reading   Wis 9:13-18 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

Who can comprehend the will of God? 

What man can know the intentions of God? 
Who can divine the will of the Lord? 
The reasonings of mortals are unsure 
and our intentions unstable; 
for a perishable body presses down the soul, 
and this tent of clay weighs down the teeming mind. 
It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, 
laborious to know what lies within our reach; 
who, then, can discover what is in the heavens? 
As for your intention, who could have learnt it, had you 
not granted Wisdom 
and sent your holy spirit from above? 
Thus have the paths of those on earth been 
straightened and men been taught what pleases you, 
and saved, by Wisdom. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response: In every age, O Lord,  
you have been our refuge. 

1. You turn men back into dust  
and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 
To your eyes a thousand years 
are like yesterday, come and gone, 
no more than a watch in the night.  

Response: In every age, O Lord,  
you have been our refuge. 

2. You sweep men away like a dream,  
like grass which springs up in the morning. 
In the morning it springs up and flowers: 
by evening it withers and fades.  

Response: In every age, O Lord,  
you have been our refuge. 

3. Make us know the shortness of our life  
that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 
Show pity to your servants.  

Response: In every age, O Lord,  
you have been our refuge. 

4. In the morning, fill us with your love;  
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
give success to the work of our hands.  

Response: In every age, O Lord,  
you have been our refuge. 

Second Reading  
Phlm 9-10, 12-17 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Philemon 

Receive him, not as a slave anymore, but as a very dear 
brother. 

This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, still 
a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for a child of 
mine, whose father I became while wearing these chains: I 
mean Onesimus. I am sending him back to you, and with him 
– I could say – a part of my own self. I should have liked to 
keep him with me; he could have been a substitute for you, 
to help me while I am in the chains that the Good News has 
brought me. However, I did not want to do anything without 
your consent; it would have been forcing your act of 
kindness, which should be spontaneous. I know you have 
been deprived of Onesimus for a time, but it was only so that 
you could have him back for ever, not as a slave any more, 
but something much better than a slave, a dear brother; 
especially dear to me, but how much more to you, as a 
blood-brother as well as a brother in the Lord. So if all that 
we have in common means anything to you, welcome him 
as you would me. 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let your face shine on your servant, 
and teach me your laws. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Lk 14: 25-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

All who do not renounce their possessions cannot be my 
disciples. 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned 
and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me without hating 
his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and 
his own life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone who does 
not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, 
would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he 
had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the 
foundation and then found himself unable to finish the work, 
the onlookers would all start making fun of him and saying, 
“Here is a man who started to build and was unable to finish.” 
Or again, what king marching to war against another king 
would not first sit down and consider whether with ten 
thousand men he could stand up to the other who advanced 
against him with twenty thousand? If not, then while the 
other king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to 
sue for peace. So in the same way, none of you can be my 
disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.’ 

Communion Antiphon    

Like the deer that yearns for running streams, 
so my soul is yearning for you, my God; 
my soul is thirsting for God, the living God. 
 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers the 
relatives and friends of our Parish 
Communities for whom prayers have 
been requested: 

 
Recently Deceased: Francis Ng Long Choon, Mary Gibbons, 
Peter Williams,  

Anniversaries: Richard Cassins, Gerg Gersbach 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s 
brother),Melba Oki, David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry 
Williams, Moira Devine, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, 
Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara,  David 
Molina, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, John 
Walker, Holly Burns, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren 
Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, 
Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Richard 
Meagher and all who are ill or struggling as a result of the 
Coronavirus throughout the world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to the 
9.30am Parish Mass.   

Adoration commences at 8.50am. 

 Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

Ifyou are Coeliac or Gluten Intolerant we 
have low gluten (negligible) hosts to 
enable you to receive the Body of Christ 
in Communion. 

Please speak to Father or the Acolyte 
before Mass. Please go to the priest celebrating Mass to 
receive Communion. 

Keeping You Connected 

 
 3rd September 2022, THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME....https://youtu.be/nDB8NZq-LFs 
 
10th September 2022, THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME....https://youtu.be/eVZTi9Y7vVg 
 
17th September 2022, THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME....https://youtu.be/aOv8oijyZ0k 
 
24th September 2022, THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME....https://youtu.be/9Hz2rz9Eh8s 
 
1st October 2022, THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME....  https://youtu.be/INS4eW2tEQg 
 

  

What	Makes	a	Dad	? 

God took the strength of a mountain,  
The Majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, 

The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle’s flight, 
the joy of a morning in spring, 

The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, 

The depth of a family need, 
Then God combined these qualities When there was 
nothing more to add, He knew His masterpiece was 

complete, And so, He called it ...Dad. 

 

Happy Father’s Day !!! 

May God bless all Dads 
on their Special Day and every day. 

Invitation to join 
Fr Andrew Rooney 
for Morning Tea 

to celebrate his Priesthood 
with the Parish Community of  

Our Lady of Lourdes 
As he celebrates his first Sunday Masses with us. 

When: Sunday 11th September  
     9.30am Mass followed by morning tea 
Where: OLOL Church & Parish Centre 

Everyone is welcome to join Fr Andrew as we 
celebrate the joyful occasion of his Ordination to the 
Priesthood and welcome him as Assistant Priest to 
the Parish of Baulkham Hills. 

Please bring a plate to share 

If you would like to assist with this morning tea 
please contact louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au    
T. 9639 8385 



PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 2 
A COVID SAFE PARISH  

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 Thank you for your continued support of the Parish in these difficult COVID and flu-like times.  

 I hope you are continuing to keep well, and while grateful for some nice sunny winter days, remind you 
that if you are not feeling well to stay at home and watch the Mass via the link below. 

 PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS – ACTS AND DECREES – Topic 7 

As part of our concern for all to be aware of the Plenary Council deliberations, we are presenting the 
various Acts and Decrees of the Plenary Council for your study and perusal. Last week we provided the 
Introduction to the document. 

 This week we provide Acts and Decrees of Topic 7: At The Service Of Communion, Participation, And 
Mission: Governance   

 PARISH UPDATE - PARISH WORKING GROUP 

The parish working group is currently in the process of finalising the two survey forms that will be 
published shortly.  

 Please watch this space! 

 The group will meet on Thursday, September 22 at 7.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes. Please pray for the 
group and its work. 

 MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available 
on YOUTUBE after that https://youtu.be/nDB8NZq-LFs. Please copy the link into browser if it does not 
immediately work. 

 Mass is live-streamed on Saturday evening at 6.00pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for 
viewing afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills 
FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this every week 

BISHOP’S FATHERS DAY APPEAL – This Weekend 3 - 4 September 

Our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal for Retired and Sick Priests is traditionally held on Father’s Day, this 
year being the weekend of Sunday 4 September. This annual appeal raises much needed funds for our 
Diocese’s Clergy Support Foundation to continue its work of supporting retired clergy and those in ill-
health. 

The Foundation cares for 21 retired clergy in our Diocese – 1 bishop, 18 priests and 2 deacons. This 
year’s appeal will highlight the faithful service of our retired clergy, and in particular, Mons John Boyle, 
Fr Chris Dixon and Fr Bob Sheridan. 

 With your enthusiastic support for our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal, our Clergy Support 
Foundation can better care for our 21 retired priests and those clergy who are unwell, 
giving them comfort, professional health care, and guidance. 

 Donations will be via envelopes, mail appeal, using the QR code and direct giving at 
parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal  

 FOR THE DECEASED 

Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 

 Recently deceased:   

Eva-Marie Sakrouge , Margaret Borg, Suzanne Young  

 Anniversary: 

Regina Lu, Geoff Kane, Cecily Ryan, John Ryan, Michael Ryan, Antoinette & John Camilleri 

   

https://youtu.be/nDB8NZq-LFs
https://parracatholic.org/csf/


 
Altar Server Training Course 

 
Would you like to become an Altar 
Server? 
 
Have you received or are you 
preparing to receive the Sacrament of 
1st Eucharist? 
 

 
Girls and boys who have received the Sacrament of 1st 
Eucharist or are preparing to receive the Sacrament of 1st 
Eucharist are invited to join the Ministry of Altar Servers.  

If your child is interested in training for this special ministry 
please complete the expression of Interest Form (available 
at the back of the church)and attached to the online 
Bulletin) and return to the OLOL Parish Office at your 
earliest convenience so that we can arrange suitable times 
for training. 

PARISH DISCERNMENT - SWOT ANALYSIS 

You may have noticed in Fr Wim’s Updates recently, 
reference to The Parish Working Group. 

This group of parishioners representing both Parish 
Communities is currently undertaking a Discernment 
Process with the aim of making not just good decisions 
but inspired decisions for the Parish of Baulkham Hills as 
we move forward and develop a stronger, more vibrant 
parish, sensitive to the action of God in our lives and our 
communities.  God’s desire is that we should be joyful 
and at peace, feeling that we are in the right place and 
moving in the right direction. 

As part of the discernment process we are doing what 
we call a SWOT Analysis. This process is asking each of 
our parishioners to identify Strengths, Weakness, 
Opportunities & Threats within our Parish Communities 
with the hope that the response will assist us in fulfilling 
our Vision, Hopes and Goals as we listen to the Holy 
Spirit and what he is asking of us. 

The SWOT Analysis sheet has been included in the 
digital copy of the OLOL Bulletin for several weeks and 
there are copies of the analysis sheet at the back of the 
church. To date, we have only received 11 responses. 

This is an anonymous process inviting you to provide 
an  honest response. Analysis Sheets can be returned to 
the church or the OLOL Office. 

 
Father’s Day Appeal  
Please support our priests’ dignified retirement and our 
clergy who are in ill-health. This Father’s Day, please 
spare a thought for our humble priests who have cared 
for our faith community’s spiritual nourishment and 
wellbeing all their lives, asking little for themselves. 
When their time comes to retire, many are without 
family to support them and assist with the everyday 
essentials for a comfortable retirement. With your 
generosity, the Clergy Support Foundation can help 
them with the personal, professional, and practical care 
and guidance needed to transition to a dignified and 
well-deserved retirement. Please give generously to the 
Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal at 
parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal  

SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB   067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish 

 BSB   067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number/ Name 
 If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulk
hamhills 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 

 23rd  Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 3rd  September 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm Roland Barros Paul Lewis Lourdes Subijano Grace Yee 

 4th  September 
Sunday 
9.30am Anthony Pope Anne Mitchell Frangee Ampil 

Louise Ryall 
Janina Starkey 

24th  Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 10th September 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Vassett Peter Steele Maureen Steele Nicole Whittaker 

 11th September 
Sunday 
9.30am John O’Grady Janina Starkey Chris Luther 

Anne Mitchell 
Kay Bull 



PARISH	OF	BAULKHAM	HILLS	
	

SWOT	ANALYSIS	SHEET	

Please	return	SWOT	Analysis	Sheet	to	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	Church	or	Parish	Office.	
	or	via	Email:	olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au		

	

STRENGTHS	

• What	do	we	currently	do	well?	

WEAKNESS	

• What	do	we	currently	not	do	well?	
• Where	can	we	improve?	

OPPORTUNITIES	

• What	are	other	Churches	doing	well	that	we	could	
adopt/adapt?	

• What	resources	are	available	that	we	haven’t	
considered	yet?	

THREATS	

• What	could	derail	our	plans?	



" Discerning the Ways of the Holy Spirit:  
Putting Things Together" 

REFLECTION DAY HOSTED BY  

OUR LADY OF LOURDES   

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE  

Friday, 16th September, 2022 

 

9.15am  Registration in Church (if not already registered) 

9.25am  Welcome prior to Mass – Lyn Keane (Theme/men welcome) 

9.30am  MASS 

Move to Parish Centre:       Pay $10 and get a name tag. 

 

10am   Morning tea 

10.30am  1st talk  

Presenter:   Barbara Stenning 

11.00am  Reflective time 

11.30am  2nd talk  

Presenter:    Fr Jessie Balorio 

12.15pm  Lunch (sandwiches and fruit provided) 

 

1.00 – 2pm  Proceed to Church for Exposition, reflective time and  

   availability of Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

    

1.50pm   Benediction and Final Blessing. 

 

Bookings and enquiries:  Lyn Keane: 0412 689 261 or 

Barbara Stenning: 0466 608 400  



Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 
Baulkham Hills 

 

 
“To love God and to love our neighbour” 

Invitation  
to commence 

Altar Server Training  
 

 
Girls and boys who have received the Sacrament of 

1st Eucharist and, also, those who are currently preparing  
to receive the Sacrament of 1st Eucharist in 2022 

are invited to become Altar Servers 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church. 

 

Training dates will be advised shortly.   

 

Our Lady of Lourdes will soon be commencing  
a Training Course for the ministry of Altar Server. 

 

At this stage we are asking those who are interested in this important ministry to complete the 
Expression of Interest Form below and return to the School or Parish Office.  

Email: Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
Altar Server - Expression of Interest Form 

 
Name: ……………………………………………… 

 
Age: ……     
 
Class: …… 

School: …………………………………………  
 
Address: ………………………………………… 

Phone:  …………………………………………  

Email:  ………………………………………… 

 
Parent signature:……………………………………… 
 
Many thanks you for completing this form.  We will make contact with you in the near future. 



ACTS AND DECREES OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL – TOPIC 7 
 

AT THE SERVICE OF COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION, AND MISSION: GOVERNANCE 
 
1. In Bap)sm, the Holy Spirit gives believers, and therefore the whole Church, a special gi@ so that 

together they can faithfully interpret and live the Chris)an Gospel in the diverse circumstances 
of history and culture – the sensus fidei (Lumen Gen-um n. 12; cf. Interna)onal Theological 
Commission, Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church, 2 March 2018, nn. 24, 56, 113). The 
Spirit enables ongoing discernment of the signs of the )mes in the light of the Gospel (Gaudium 
et Spes, nn. 4, 11). All the bap)sed par)cipate in the three offices of Christ as a priestly, prophe)c, 
and royal people (Lumen Gen-um, nn. 31, 35). 

 
2. By calling for the prac)ce of synodality, Pope Francis aims to embed more deeply in the life of the 

Church the central teachings of Va)can II. These include the Council’s emphasis on the Holy Spirit’s 
gi@ of the sensus fidei to each, the par)cipa)on of the en)re faithful in the mission of the Church 
and its call for dialogue within the Church and beyond. Synodality is a cons)tu)ve element of 
the life of the Church, Pope Francis says, quo)ng Saint John Chrysostom: “Church and Synod 
are synonymous” (Commemora-ng the 50th Anniversary of the Ins-tu-on of the Synod of Bishops). 

 
3. The prac)ce of synodality requires greater transparency in decision-making and the overcoming 

of “a ‘culture of clericalism’ that promotes privilege and enables abuse of power.” Pope Francis has 
stressed that “it can prove especially divisive if sacramental power is too closely iden)fied with 
power in general” (Evangelium Gaudium, n. 104). A^ending carefully to Pope Francis’ reminder 
and the principle of subsidiarity, those whose roles involve responsibility for decision-taking 
need to ensure that decision-making is not confined to those who exercise sacramental ministry. 
Those who will be affected by a decision should have the opportunity to par)cipate in the decision-
making process and express their view before the decision is taken, to the extent that this is 
possible and appropriate. As decision-making authority in the Church is most o@en exercised 
by the ordained, there should be careful a^en)on to ensuring that the voices of lay women and 
men, as well as Religious, are heard and considered on all ma^ers, especially those that 
impact dis)nc)vely on them (cf. Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church, nn. 105,104; 
Evangelium Gaudium, n. 102). 

 
4. As Va)can II and Pope Francis have emphasised, the prac)ce of synodality is integral to the Church’s 

discernment of what the Gospel demands in par)cular circumstances and to that pastoral ac)on 
this requires to serve for the good of all. 

 
5. THEREFORE, this Plenary Council: 

a. affirms that governance in the Catholic Church should be exercised in a synodal manner, with the 
appropriate par)cipa)on of all the bap)sed. For a diocese and eparchy, this would mainly 
involve the par)cipa)on of the Diocesan Pastoral Council, the Council of Priests, the College of 
Consultors, the Diocesan Finance Council, the Diocesan Curia, various boards and governance 
bodies, and, at )mes, a Diocesan Synod. For a parish, this would mainly involve the par)cipa)on 
of the Parish Pastoral Council and the Parish Finance Commi^ee; 

 
b. recognises and affirms the commitment of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference that 

“within five years following the closing session of the Plenary Council . . . each Diocese conduct 
a Diocesan Synod and every ten years therea@er” and encourages dioceses and eparchies to 
begin planning for this a@er the conclusion of the Plenary Council (The Light from the Southern 
Cross: Promo-ng Co-Responsible Governance in the Catholic Church in Australia (2020), 
recommenda)on 56; cf. Response of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference to The Light 
from the Southern Cross); 

 



c. calls for all dioceses and eparchies to establish a Diocesan Pastoral Council and affirms the 
con)nuing work of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and the Na)onal Centre for 
Pastoral Research to develop guidelines and provide resources for the establishing and 
flourishing of Diocesan Pastoral Councils, Parish Pastoral Councils, and other  appropriate  
synodal  structures  (The  Light  from  the  Southern  Cross, recommenda)ons 50–55); 
 

d. recognises and affirms the many ini)a)ves already undertaken at parish, diocesan, eparchial, 
and na)onal levels to implement recommenda)ons agreed to in the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference response to The Light from the Southern Cross; and 

 
e. commits the Church in Australia to fostering the discernment and synodal leadership envisaged 

at Va)can II, called for by Pope Francis and experienced in the Plenary Council’s journey 
through the ac)ons proposed below. 

 
 

DECREE 
Article 1 

That dioceses and eparchies support parishes to establish and strengthen appropriate synodal structures 
by developing guidelines and providing resources for the flourishing of Parish Pastoral Councils, 
Parish Finance Committees, and other parish bodies. 
 
Article 2 

That representatives from the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, Catholic Religious Australia 
and the Association of Ministerial Public Juridic Persons form a working group to develop and 
establish a roundtable structure, after appropriate and broad consultation, with the proposed name of 
the National Catholic Synodal Life Roundtable, to foster, assess, and report periodically on the 
development of synodal leadership across the Church in Australia. The roundtable will bring together 
representative members of those groups with Diocesan Pastoral Councils and other key national 
bodies of the Church, including Catholic social and community services, health, and education. 
 
Article 3 

That the National Centre for Pastoral Research be commissioned to study the implementation of 
recommendations from The Light from the Southern Cross which has already happened, to identify 
examples of effective initiatives that have been taken and thus promote further implementation 
of those recommendations judged helpful and practicable. 
 
The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will interpret the decrees of the Fifth Plenary Council 
of Australia in accordance with the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and the traditions of each 
church sui iuris. 
 
In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon Law, this decree is not to be promulgated until it has 
been reviewed by the Apostolic See. It will be promulgated in Australasian Catholic Record and the 
website of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference in accordance with its usual practice. The decrees 
will oblige six months after promulgation. 
 
 



 

Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

  

 

The Diocese of Parramatta is heading to WYD23 in 
Lisbon 

 Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to the 
next World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal from July 
21 – August 11, 2023. Young people 16-35 and their 
families are encouraged to learn more 
at www.parrawyd.org. Express your interest in 
coming to Lisbon today! For all enquiries, contact 
James Camden, Head Mission Engagement 
– james.camden@parracatholic.org 

Pastoral Formation Sacraments Short Course: 
Starts 6 October 

 Are you passionate about deepening your 
appreciation of the sacraments? Want to enhance 
your sacramental vision of life? Over two Thursday 
nights (6 and 13 October), discover more with Sr 
Mary Louise Walsh from the Diocese of 
Parramatta’s Worship team. Face-to-face from 
6.30pm – 8.30pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre 
(1-5 Marion Street Blacktown). LIMITED 
SEATS. Register by September 21 
via met@parracatholic.org OR via https://pfparra.
org.au/signup/  

 Marriage Preparation Courses in 2022 

 Getting married in 2022? Let the Diocese of 
Parramatta help you prepare. 
Visit www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view 
weekend course dates, to book and pay. An online 
preparation called SmartLoving can also be 
booked via the website. For more information, 
email met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 
0403 305 431 or Marisa on 0412 280 017. 

Mission Enhancement Team News… 

Pastoral Formation Mission and Evangelisation 
Short Course: Starts 8 September 

Looking for confidence to share your faith? Want 
to evangelise through life-giving faith 
conversations? On 3 Thursday nights (Sept 8, 15, 
22) journey together with Maddy Forde, a life and 
faith leader in our Australian Church and 
representative to the Vatican in the area of youth. 
Face-to-face from 6.30pm to  8.30pm at Bishop 
Bede Heather Centre (1-5 Marion Street 
Blacktown). LIMITED SEATS. Register by August 21 
via met@parracatholic.org  

OR via https://pfparra.org.au/signup/ 

Soul Food Podcast – Pastoral Formation 

Do you find life & faith inspiration by listening to 
the experiences of others? 
Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast features 
life & faith stories of people from our diocesan 
family. Listen now for FREE via our website or on 
Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/ 

Season of Creation Camping Trip:  
30 September – 2 October  

Set aside your busy lifestyle for a few days to join 
with friends, family and other members of the 
Christian community to celebrate the Season of 
Creation. Enjoy a relaxed camping experience with 
optional activities to engage in fun, creative and 
prayerful ways with creation and our Creator. 

When: Friday, September 30 – Sunday, October 2, 
2022 

Where: Wooglemai Catholic Bush Retreat Centre, 
Oakdale 

Cost: Individual campers $20; Camping couples 
$40; Family camping groups $50 

For more information and to register 
visit: www.seasonofcreationcamping.org 

Upcoming webinar to unpack the Plenary Decree 
on Deacons and Women 

What? Hear from international experts on the 
permanent diaconate and women's diaconal 
ministry. Share with each other as we celebrate 
the first to be given the title of deacon in the 
Bible: St Phoebe. 

When? Saturday September 3rd, 2022  
10.00am-12.00pm  

Phyllis Zagano: Who was St Phoebe and how does 
her ministry inspire us today?  

Deacon Anthony Gooley: What are the hopes for 
the ministry of the permanent diaconate since 
Vatican II? Breakout rooms leading to moderated 
discussion and response from former ABC 
presenter, Genevieve Jacobs AM 
Register for Zoom Link (Free) 
https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/ 

Mount Druitt South Parish Fete: 11th September 

The Sacred Heart Parish South Mount Druitt fete 
will be held on Sunday 11 September at Sacred 
Heart Primary School, Mt Druitt, from 10.30am to 
3.30pm. Activities include a While Elephant stall, 
jumping castle, chocolate wheel and showbags. 
For more information, contact the parish office on 
(02) 9832 3896 

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 



��������� ��	�
���
�	������ ������	��

���� � ���������
���  !"#
 !$# �%&'�(( )*+' !"��'�(�,�� *-.�*

����� ���

//�� ����

0�")*+"1�!"��!"� )*+"1 0�" �%$�  �"$�&�'(*"� 2*'(�'!3!"1(�'!3!"1 2*' &�'(*"� �%$�  �"$� 2�!��!"$�"�'�4$�"�'�4 !" 2�!��

5��������67����5�� ��
---,&��(� �$#�*-",$���* !$,�4+,�+

&��'!$!�"�'*(8&�''�,$���* !$,�4+,�+
�� ��

��

https://www.patsblacktown.catholic.edu.au/Enrolment/Tours-and-Events


WEBINAR EVENT

FEAST OF
ST PHOEBE

https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/

REGISTER FOR ZOOM LINK (FREE):

DR PHYLLIS ZAGANO

REV ASSOC PROF ANTHONY GOOLEY

Phyllis Zagano is an internationally acclaimed
Catholic scholar and lecturer on contemporary
spirituality and women's issues in the church. Her
award-winning books include Holy Saturday: An
Argument for the Restoration of the Female Diaconate
in the Catholic Church, Women Deacons? Essays with
Answers and Women: Icons of Christ. 

She belonged to the 2016-2018 Papal Commission for
the Study of the Diaconate of Women. She holds a
research appointment at Hofstra University,
Hempstead, New York.

Anthony Gooley is Associate Dean (Courses) and
Head of Leadership and Theology at BBI – The
Australian Institute of Theological Education. He is a
deacon of the Archdiocese of Brisbane, living and
ministering in the diocese of Broken Bay. He has
written and spoken on the diaconate in Australia and
overseas. 

The ancient ministry of women deacons and
restoration of this ministry is a significant point of
interest in the Catholic Church at present. Some of
this he explores in his book Deacons Today: New
Wine, New Wineskins. Coventry Press: Bayswater.
2019

WHAT?

WHEN?

Hear from international experts on the
permanent diaconate and women's diaconal
ministry. Share with each other as we
celebrate the first to be given the title of
deacon in the Bible: St Phoebe.

Saturday September 3rd, 2022
10am-12pm AEST, 8am-10am AWST

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS
EXPLORING THE DIACONATE

PROGRAM
Introductions, Acknowledgement, Prayer
Phyllis Zagano: Who was St Phoebe and
how does her ministry inspire us today?
Deacon Anthony Gooley: What are the
hopes for the ministry of the permanent
diaconate since Vatican II?
Breakout rooms leading to moderated
discussion and response from former 
ABC presenter, Genevieve Jacobs AM
 
                               Supported by:

https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/

	Hearing Loop
	1st Friday Mass of Blessing of the Sick
	Altar Server Training Course

