Parish of Baulkham tills
St Michagl’s Community

Ningtgenth Sundag in Ordinary Time — 7th dugust 2022

PAR|SH UPDATE _ FR|DAY AUGUST 5 Depending on its success, we hope to also do something similar for
member of St Michael’s community in October.
A COVID SAFE PARISH r ’ r

Dear Parishioners,

Thank you for your continued support of the Parish in these difficult
COVID and flu-like times.

| hope you are continuing to keep well, and while grateful for some
nice sunny winter days, remind you that if you are not feeling well to
stay at home and watch the Mass via the link below.

As you are aware, discussion continues about the need to wear
masks in places where people are gathered. NSW Health strongly
advises people get fully vaccinated and wear a face mask where
they cannot physically distance. Masks are available from the front
of the Church, should you wish to wear one.

CONFIRMATIONS AT ST MICHAEL'S THIS WEEK
This week, about 120 children received the Sacrament of
Confirmation, with Monsignor Ron McFarlane as the presiding
minister. Thank you to Mons Ron, the parents, the children, the
Sacramental Team especially Betty and Monica.

RECONCILIATION AND FIRST COMMUNION AT OLOL

Registration for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First
Communion at Our Lady of Lourdes began last Monday. A Parents’
Information evening will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday August 16th
in the Open earning area at OLOL School. Please check details in
the bulletin.

DEACON ANDREW CALLED TO ORDINATION AS PRIEST

Bishop Vincent will ordain Deacon Andrew to the priesthood at St
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta at 7.30pm on Friday, August 26t.
All are invited to attend this Mass. We congratulate him on this call.

Please keep Andrew in your prayers, especially this week as he is on
retreat in preparation for his ordination.

The newly-ordained priest will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at
St Padre Pio Church, Howell Drive, Glenmore Park on Saturday,
27 August at 1pm. Further details to be advised.

PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS - ACTS AND DECREES - Topic 3

As part of our concern for all to be aware of the Plenary Council
deliberations, we are presenting the various Acts and Decrees of the
Plenary Council for your study and perusal. Last week we provided
Topic 1 (Reconciliation: Healing Wounds, Receiving Gifts) and
2 (Choosing Repentance - Seeking Healing).

This week we provide Acts and Decrees of Topic 3: Called by Christ
- Sent forth as Missionary Disciples.

PARISH UPDATE - PARISH WORKING GROUP

The Parish Working Group representing both Parish Communities is
currently undertaking a Discernment Process with the aim of
making not just good decisions but inspired decisions for the Parish
of Baulkham Hills as we move forward and develop a stronger, more
vibrant parish, sensitive to the action of God in our lives and our
communities. God’s desire is that we should be joyful and at peace,
feeling that we are in the right place and moving in the right
direction

Prior to its next meeting, members of the group are working with Our
Lady of Lourdes Community through a SWOT Analysis. This process
is asking OLOL members to identify Strengths, Weakness,
Opportunities & Threats within OLOL Community with the hope that
the response will assist the group in fulfilling its Vision, Hopes and
Goals for the parish as we listen to the Holy Spirit and what he is
asking of us. OLOL community members will find a copy of the
SWOT form in the back of Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

The group’s next meeting is on Thursday, 18 August 2022 at
7.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes Centre.

Please pray for the group and its work.

MASS LINK

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Nineteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE after that
https://youtu.be/siCXUWboMrM . Please copy the link into browser
if it does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of
Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the link. We are
also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills
FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this
every week.

FR ZVONIMIR ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION

Fr Zvonimir will be celebrating 50 years of priestly ministry with a
Mass at Stanhope Gardens on Sunday 28 August at 10.30am. Full
details in the bulletin.

DATE CHANGE

Please note that the Parents’ Information Evening for children
wishing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation via Our Lady of
Lourdes is now changed to Tuesday, 16t August, as Monday 15t
August is the Solemnity of the Mary’s Assumption, which is a Holy
Day of obligation, and so there will be Mass at 7.30pm that evening.

FOR THE DECEASED

Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested,
especially for:

Recently deceased:
Fr Theo Arrivoli, Helen Rose, Pauline Margerison, Leonard Tan,
Virginia Ang

Anniversary:
Ron & Daphne Flood, Barry Murphy, Nonie Rowan

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with the
proper recording for the second collection, please include your
envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection - for support
of the Parish

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills



https://youtu.be/sjCXUWboMrM
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills

ACTS AND DECREES OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL -

TOPIC 3

CALLED BY CHRIST — SENT FORTH AS
MISSIONARY DISCIPLES

God’s covenant with creation, made new in the life,
death, and resurrection of Christ, is fashioned, sustained
and nourished by the gift of the Holy Spirit, who calls
together the community of disciples, the Church,
privileged to share in Jesus’ mission. The Triune God
revealed in Jesus Christ continuously overflows into the
work and beauty of creation. In the Incarnation, the
Word becomes flesh and dwells among us as the image
of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation
(Colossians 1:15). “Jesus embodies the depths of God’s
love ‘so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life’ (John 3:16).” This proclamation
of the kingdom or reign of God is at the heart of Jesus’
mission. The Church exists in and for the world. Through
the grace of the Holy Spirit, it incarnates Christ’s love for
the world, just as Christ incarnates God’s love for the
world. To be Christ-centred missionary disciples requires
loving attention to our world, which is marked by
both sin and grace, prayerfully reading the signs of
the times in the light of the Gospel, seeking to grasp
the meaning of things and to discern God’s will under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit (cf. Gaudium et Spes n. 11).

Shaping Communities Centred on Christ and Sent by the

Spirit

This call to discipleship is integral to the Gospel. Each of
us is called by our Baptism to be a missionary disciple,
hearing and responding to God’s invitation to follow Jesus
Christ with joy (Francis, Evangelii Gaudium n. 120). As a
people anointed with the oil of gladness, all the baptised
share in Christ's three-fold office that is priestly,
prophetic, and royal (Lumen Gentium n. 31). In this
way, the Church proclaims that “the kingdom of heaven
is at hand” (Matthew 10:17) and embodies the in-
breaking reign of God that transforms human
history. In the words of Pope Saint Paul VI, “the Gospel
is not out-of-date” but remains an inspiration for
offering people of our own time and place renewed hope
while also “advancing the life of society” (Paul VI,
Octogesima Adveniens, n. 4). In this way the Church is
called to attend with integrity and compassion to the
great issues impacting respect for life and its protection
at all stages, including the issues of “contraception,
abortion, reproductive technologies and euthanasia.”
The Church is also called to facilitate the inclusion and
address the needs of people with disability, the needs of
the “frail elderly, refugees, the trafficked and newcomers,
those with mental illness,” and to work to protect
Australians’ right to religious belief and practice.

In a spirit of transformation and hope the Plenary Council
affirms that we need “to move ‘from a pastoral ministry
of mere conservation to a decidedly missionary pastoral
ministry’” (Latin American Bishops, quoted in Evangelii
Gaudium, n. 15). An evangelising community knows

that God has taken the initiative; God has loved us first (cf.
1John 4:19). Therefore, we can move forward, speak and
act boldly, go out to others, seek those who have fallen
away, stand at the crossroads and welcome the outcast.

The First Assembly Proposals document encourages
“taking the decision to become missionary
communities” and suggests pathways for growing as
missionary disciples: parish forums; small groups (for
example for young people, families, children, married
couples, single adults, etc.) and ecclesial communities
that may foster the lay apostolate. These pathways
provide supportive spaces for prayer, formation,
fellowship, and mission animation. The document also
proposes research to identify where missionary
activity is thriving. Consistent support has been shown
for the pursuit of new models of engagement with young
people and families, encouraging initiatives in
youth ministry, peer support and evangelisation, as
well as support for the domestic Church. In Evangelii
Gaudium (n. 28) Pope Francis describes four key
characteristics of an evangelising parish:

itis “in contact with the homes and the lives of its people”
it is “an environment for hearing God’s word, for growth
in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation,
charitable outreach, worship and celebration”

it “encourages and trains its members to be evangelizers”
itis “a community of communities, a sanctuary where the
thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey, and a
centre of constant missionary outreach.”

The Plenary Council affirms a culture of synodality for
parishes and dioceses, where healthy and fruitful
relationships between clergy and laity “recognise
different but complementary charisms and
opportunities for co-responsibility”, and desire
“consultative and collaborative  approaches to
governance at all levels in the Church.” The emphasis
on listening and discernment for a synodal Church
reveals how the People of God may be more centred on
Christ, build healthy and respectful relationships
amongst ourselves, and be effective missionary
disciples in the Spirit:
. a Church which listens . . . realizes that listening
is more than simply hearing. It is a mutual listening
in which everyone has something to learn. The
faithful people, the College of Bishops, the Bishop
of Rome: all listening to each other, and all
listening to the Holy Spirit, the “Spirit of
Truth” (John 14:17) in order to know what he “says
to the churches” (Revelation 2:7) (Francis,
“Commemorating the 50™ Anniversary of the
Institution of the Synod of Bishops”).

The Plenary Council commends the contributions of
Church ministries and services to society as examples
of evangelisation through missionary discipleship.
Amidst many challenges, the Church makes a
unique contribution to Australian society through
its ministries and services, particularly those in health,



aged care, disability, community services and education.
The long-standing commitment and service of Catholic
religious women and men within these sectors is well-
recognised and has been extraordinary. In these
domains they continue to provide lay people with
opportunities  for  professional formation and
participation in leadership. The unique role of Ministerial
Public Juridic Persons demonstrates how both ecclesial
governance and service to Australian society may
operate in a mature, innovative, and effective way.
Catholic ministries often already embody synodal
elements that form and support missionary
disciples. These include commitment to hospitality,
encounter, and dialogue; strong practices of
discernment; Christian service and compassion; and the
provision of a variety of opportunities for Catholics to
deepen their baptismal calling.

Building Relationships of Respect and Compassion

8.

The Church which “goes forth” is a community of
missionary disciples who take the first step, who are
involved and supportive, who bear fruit and rejoice.
Missionary discipleship is participation in Jesus’ own
mission; it is characterised by openness to encounter,
hospitality and dialogue with each other, other
Christians, people of faith and no faith, and with the
human family for the care of our common home.
Just as we were enlivened by “deep listening” during
the Plenary Council Assemblies, we propose formation
for all Catholics in the practice of listening, so that we
might discover in other people a brother or sister to
be supported and loved. (Fratelli Tutti, n. 8). Mission
directs us to the peripheries of society. It calls us to be
in active solidarity with all those who experience
disadvantage or exclusion; including Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people, people with disabilities,
people on low incomes, refugees and asylum-seekers,
people experiencing mental ill-health and with the
exploited earth. Especially important are those who hold
a grievance against us (cf. Matthew 5:23), those who
experience marginalisation by the Church, and those
who are victims of abuse, exclusion, intolerance, and
lack of compassion and understanding. There are
deep wounds in our brothers and sisters who are
excluded in the Church through a lack of mercy by
some... The challenge to meet those in pain is to be a
Church that is able to dialogue and listen without
judgement, to hear the voice of Christ in their stories.

Listening has the power to open us to the Spirit's
work of transformation, enabling genuine encounter
and giving rise to missionary action. During the
First Assembly, as Members of the Plenary Council, we
devoted time to thinking of and praying for people who
have experienced marginalisation within the Church,
including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people,
women, those divorced, those who identify as
LGBTIQA+, and those who have suffered abuse of any
form. We express our profound sorrow to those who
have been hurt through an encounter with the Church.
We call on all members of the Church to make our
community one in which all the baptised find welcome
and inclusion.

10.

The First Assembly Proposals remind us that a synodal
journey needs to be inclusive and focus upon ecclesial
participation, communion, and mission. As Jesus
demonstrates, our language should never be
“judgemental, demeaning, and hurtful.” Instead:

Jesus clears a way to seeing two faces, that of the
Father and that of our brother. He does not give us
two more formulas or two more commands. He
gives us two faces, or better yet, one alone: the face
of God reflected in so many other faces. For in
every one of our brothers and sisters, especially
the least, the most vulnerable, the defenceless and
those in need, God’s very image is found. Indeed,
with the scraps of this frail humanity, the Lord will
shape his final work of art. For “what endures, what
has value in life, what riches do not disappear?
Surely these two: the Lord and our neighbour.
These two riches do not disappear!” (Gaudete et
Exsultate n. 61.)

Seeking Communion

11.

12.

In his address to the members of the Plenary Assembly
of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue in
1987, Pope Saint John Paul Il declared: “Just as
interreligious dialogue is one element in the mission of
the Church, the proclamation of God’s saving work in our
Lord Jesus Christ is another... There can be no question
of choosing one and ignoring or rejecting the other.” In
this spirit of mission, dioceses, eparchies, and parishes
are to commit to building friendly and co-operative
relationships with other Christians, communities of other
religious traditions and people with no religion, and to
promote and engage in the four forms of interreligious

dialogue: dialogues of life, action, theological
exchange, and religious experience (Pontifical Council
for Inter-Religious Dialogue, Dialogue and

Proclamation, n. 42).

THEREFORE, this Plenary Council commits the Church in
Australia to being centred on Christ, with a baptismal
identity and on a path of missionary discipleship. This
commitment involves:

a. development of resources, formation and education

programs in the promotion of hospitality, encounter,
dialogue and merciful responses to the needs of
our society;

b. Church communities and entities promoting
evangelisation  through  hospitality, encounter,
dialogue, and merciful responses. Informed by

encounter with people and communities who are
disadvantaged or marginalised, and drawing on Catholic
Social Teaching, they seek to foster a more just and
compassionate society. This endeavour includes
meaningful analysis and challenging of systems
that perpetuate disadvantage and inequality;



c. all Church communities, entities and collaborative
bodies developing a culture of inclusion in their
structures and policies that demonstrate
commitment to collaboration and co-
responsibility, in ways that are discerned as
being appropriate and achievable;

d. taking care to provide opportunities for those formed
for leadership in the Church, including seminarians,
to engage in dialogue with people who
experience disadvantage or exclusion, both in the
Church and in society.

e. dioceses and eparchies supporting Parish
Pastoral Councils to establish opportunities to
listen to people on the peripheries — within and
beyond parishes — and to develop plans to overcome
experiences of exclusion, lack of acceptance and

other boundaries. Diocesan Pastoral Councils will
explore how to provide Parish leaders with
formation and resources for training in these

works of evangelisation; and

f. development of a long-term plan to evangelise the
community and catechise the faithful through
dialogue within the Church and the wider
community on areas including: the sanctity of all
life, the nature of the human person, sexuality,
marriage and family; better support for healthy
marital and sexual lives; proclamation of the
Gospel through engagement in the public arena
and contribution to public debate on issues relating to
marriage, sexuality, and social and ecological justice.

FIFTH PLENARY COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA
CALLED BY CHRIST — SENT FORTH AS MISSIONARY DISCIPLES
DECREE
The Plenary Council decrees:
Article 1

That those responsible for Catholic schooling and early
childhood education, in consultation with representatives of
Catholic parents’ groups and parish-based organisation, led
by the National Catholic Education Commission and drawing
upon the document, A Framework for Formation for Mission
in Catholic Education (2017), establish a national forum, which
will seek to:

a. identify and respond to the needs of the diverse and
distinct circumstances of Catholic schools in Australia;

b. build partnerships which enhance the vision of Catholic
education as an instrument of evangelisation and an
essential dimension of the contemporary mission of the
Church;

c. offer a process for critical reflection and discernment
of the vocation of Catholic education today;

d. support formation opportunities for catechesis,
faith formation, leadership development and religious
education pedagogy; and

e. to assist parish engagement with schools and young
people.

Article 2

That the Bishops Commission for Social Justice, Mission
and Service establish a triennial National Forum of Catholic
social service, health and aged care, disability, prison
ministry, refugee and asylum-seeker, and justice, ecology and
peace organisations and representatives of those served by
these organisations; and that the purpose of this forum
include:

a. providing opportunities for dialogue that will contribute to
the ability of the Church in Australia to attend to
“examining the signs of the times and interpreting them in
the light of the Gospel”;

b. identifying and exploring priorities for evangelisation
through outreach, service provision, advocacy and
formation;

c. addressing gaps;
d. seeking opportunities for collaboration; and

e. informing the development of local social teachings to be
issued by the Australian Bishops.

Article 3

a. That each diocese and eparchy identify ways of
promoting ecumenical and interfaith relationships (e.g.,
an Ecumenical and Interfaith Officer) that are
practical and appropriate for the diocese.

b. That the Bishops Commission for Christian Unity and
Inter-religious Dialogue — in collaboration with Catholic
tertiary institutions and theological associations — provide
guidance, advice and resources to dioceses for ecumenical
and interfaith dialogue and relationships, and formation
for those responsible for ecumenical and interreligious
relations.

The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will interpret
the decrees of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia in
accordance with the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches
and the traditions of each church sui iuris.

In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon Law, this
decree is not to be promulgated until it has been reviewed by
the Apostolic See. It will be promulgated in Australasian
Catholic Record and the website of the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference in accordance with its usual practice. The
decrees will oblige six months after promulgation.



Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon

Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the
cries of those who seek you.

First Reading Wis 18:6-9

That night had been foretold to our ancestors,

so that,

once they saw what kind of oaths they had put their trust in,
they would joyfully take courage.

This was the expectation of your people,

the saving of the virtuous and the ruin of their enemies;

for by the same act with which you took vengeance on our foes
you made us glorious by calling us to you.

The devout children of worthy men offered sacrifice in secret
and this divine pact they struck with one accord:

that the saints would share the same blessings and dangers alike;
and forthwith they had begun to chant the hymns of the fathers.

Responsorial Psalm
(R)  Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise is fitting for
loyal hearts. They are happy, whose God is the Lord, the people
he has chosen as hisown.  (R.)

2. The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in
his love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in

famine. (R.)

3. Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our
shield. May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our
hope inyou. (R.)

Second Reading Heb 11:1-2, 8-19

Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the
existence of the realities that at present remain unseen. It was for
faith that our ancestors were commended.

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country
that was the inheritance given to him and his descendants, and that he
set out without knowing where he was going. By faith he arrived, as a
foreigner, in the Promised Land, and lived there as if in a strange
country, with Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. They lived there in tents while he looked forward to a city
founded, designed and built by God.

It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was
made able to conceive, because she believed that he who had made
the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came from
one man, and one who was already as good as dead himself, more
descendants than could be counted, as many as the stars of heaven or
the grains of sand on the seashore.

All these died in faith, before receiving any of the things that had been
promised, but they saw them in the far distance and welcomed them,
recognising that they were only strangers and nomads on earth.
People who use such terms about themselves make it quite plain that
they are in search of their real homeland. They can hardly have meant
the country they came from, since they had the opportunity to go back
to it; but in fact they were longing for a better homeland, their
heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their
God, since he has founded the city for them.

It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac.
He offered to sacrifice his only son even though the promises had been
made to him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that your name
will be carried on. He was confident that God had the power even to

raise the dead, and so, figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac
from the dead.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Be watchful and ready: You know not when the Son of Man is coming!
Alleluia!

Gospel Lk 12:32-48
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There is no need to be afraid, little flock, for
it has pleased your Father to give you the kingdom.

‘Sell your possessions and give alms. Get yourselves purses that do not
wear out, treasure that will not fail you, in heaven where no thief can
reach it and no moth destroy it. For where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.

‘See that you are dressed for action and have your lamps lit. Be like
men waiting for their master to return from the wedding feast, ready
to open the door as soon as he comes and knocks. Happy those
servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. I tell you
solemnly, he will put on an apron, sit them down at table and wait on
them. It may be in the second watch he comes, or in the third, but
happy those servants if he finds them ready. You may be quite sure of
this, that if the householder had known at what hour the burglar
would come, he would not have let anyone break through the wall of
his house. You too must stand ready, because the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.’

Peter said, ‘Lord, do you mean this parable for us, or for everyone?’
The Lord replied, ‘What sort of steward, then, is faithful and wise
enough for the master to place him over his household to give them
their allowance of food at the proper time? Happy that servant if his
master’s arrival finds him at this employment. | tell you truly, he will
place him over everything he owns. But as for the servant who says to
himself, “My master is taking his time coming”, and sets about beating
the menservants and the maids, and eating and drinking and getting
drunk, his master will come on a day he does not expect and at an
hour he does not know. The master will cut him off and send him to
the same fate as the unfaithful.

‘The servant who knows what his master wants, but has not even
started to carry out those wishes, will receive very many strokes of the
lash. The one who did not know, but deserves to be beaten for what
he has done, will receive fewer strokes. When a man has had a great
deal given him, a great deal will be demanded of him; when a man has
had a great deal given him on trust, even more will be expected of
him.’

Communion Antiphon
O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of finest wheat.

Next Sunday: Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

It is not easy to find a unifying thread running through
this Sunday’s readings. | suspect the opening statement
of the Gospel (Luke 12:32-40) comes closest to it: ‘Do not
be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.” The word order of the Greek
actually suggests something stronger: ‘Your Father has
determined to give you the kingdom.” The implication is
that the God whom Jesus proclaims is a God who longs to
confer supreme benefits on human beings. Any blockage
to the divine generosity comes entirely from the human
side. All three readings, in their own ways, deal with this
divine-human interaction.

The First Reading, from Wisdom 18:6-9, sounds rather
odd when taken out of its wider context — which is
inevitably the case as it appears in the Lectionary. It
comes from the final part of the book, which is a
triumphant reflection in midrash style upon Israel’s
Exodus from Egypt. The particular section seems to
picture the Israelites celebrating the Passover just before
their liberation. They sing the hymns of praise with great
confidence, sure that the promises (literally ‘oaths’) of
freedom that they have received from God would be
fulfilled.

In this sense of being ‘on the way’ to salvation — not yet
arrived, yet confident that, in God’s faithfulness, they will
arrive — they are in a similar situation to that of the
faithful as told in the Second Reading, Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-
19. The reading comes from the long instruction on “faith’
contained in this chapter of the letter. The author gives
one of the classic ‘definitions’ of faith (‘the assurance of
things hoped for; the conviction of things not seen’) and
relates this to the story of Abraham. Several times God
promised Abraham that the land (the land of Canaan:
Palestine) in which he was at that time wandering would
be given to him and to his descendants. But Abraham
never came into full and complete possession of the land.
For his entire life he lived a wandering, ‘tent-like’
existence in it as a stranger, clinging to God’s promise of a
true homeland.

The author sees in this a paradigm of Christian life.
Through faith in God’s promise, believers have a sense
that their true homeland is elsewhere — something which
lends to present life in the world an aspect of being
strangers and nomads. Pressed to extremes, as it has
been at times in Christian spirituality, this can induce an
unhealthy alienation from present life in pursuit of a kind
of ‘pie in the sky when you die’ idea. But that is not the
real sense of the biblical text, which is focused rather on
the generosity of God. Strangers and nomads can enjoy
and treasure the good things of the land through which
they are passing. At the same time, they can be so

buoyed up by the promise of what lies ahead as to be
able to leave a blessing, not disruption, in their wake.
They will receive the good things of this world with
gratitude, regarding them as tokens and pledges of far
greater gifts to come.

The rather disparate series of instructions and warnings
that make up the Gospel, Luke 12:32-48, revolve around a
similar theme. The really important ‘treasure’ is the one
in heaven, the one that God purposes to give. The best
thing one can do with present wealth is to use it to give
alms to the poor. This converts it into heavenly ‘credit’,
literally, ‘treasure in heaven’, the only credit that survives
the barrier of death.

The remaining warnings play upon the familiar theme of
watchfulness. Present-day believers hardly share the
keen sense of the Lord’s return that was so strong in the
early days of the Christian movement and has left such a
strong impress upon the New Testament. But the sense
of life as something for which we are always accountable
remains. Like the servants awaiting their master’s return,
we are responsible and accountable — responsible for the
welfare of others, especially the poor and disadvantaged,
and accountable to God.

This sense of God as the One to whom we are
accountable need not stand in opposition to the sense of
God as the One who has ‘determined’ to give us the
Kingdom. It is precisely because such riches are at stake
that the responsibility is grave. Without endorsing slavery
and above all the kind of punishments that defaulting
slaves were accustomed to receive, the biblical text uses
examples that its audience would recognise and respond
to. We ought not allegorise the text and see in the
examples patterns of the way God acts. The divine
generosity is not in doubt. What needs to be attended to
is the capacity and readiness of human beings to receive
what God has in store.

From LiturgyHelp



Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“It was for faith that our ancestors were commended. It
was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a
country that was the inheritance given to him and his
descendants, and that he set out without knowing where
he was going.”  Hebrews 11: 1-2; 8-12

“Happy those servants whom the master finds awake when
he comes. | tell you solemnly, he will put on an apron, sit
them down at table and wait on them.” Luke 12, 32-48

Prominent among the multiple themes
woven into the readings of this Sunday
are those of living in faith and trust, and
making responsible use of the gifts with
which God has entrusted us. The
opening sentence of the reading from
Hebrews defines what it means to live by
faith: “Faith”, the author writes “is
confident assurance concerning what we hope for, and
conviction about things we do not see.” (New American
Bible, Hebrews 11: 1-2) The rest of that chapter proceeds to
list our ancestral giants who lived faith-filled lives, and
concludes that the list would not be complete if it did not
include us who, like all those before us, know that living by
faith is sometimes a real struggle. Moreover, we can add to
the list in Hebrews faith-filled women and men beside whom
we have lived and worked in the course of our lives so far.
They are the ordinary “saints” who have encouraged, loved
and inspired us in our struggles to be faithful, especially
when we have struggled to cope with the unexpected griefs,
troubles and disappointments that come and have come our
way. Our experience has already taught us that the promises
of God, about which Jesus taught us, will not be fulfilled this
side of the grave. Yet it is our faith and trust in our loving
God that keeps us keeping on.

Another translation of the opening line of today’s second
reading from Hebrews reads: “To have faith is to be sure of
the things for which we hope, to be certain of the things we
cannot see (Hebrews 11: 1). If we care to reflect on this a
little, we can come to appreciate that our faith is not a
totally blind phenomenon. We actually shape something in
our mind that is a picture of what we think will happen to us.
It is that on which we pin our hopes. In his book Man’s
Search for Meaning, the Austrian Holocaust-Survivor and
psychiatrist, Viktor Frankl wrote that prisoners in
concentration camps survived only if they created in their
minds a future which they could realistically envision and
hope would be fulfilled. Conversely, it also requires
imagination to envision things that we believe will
dishearten us. People who walk out of their marriage or
away from their religion imagine a bleak future, a future in
which they are unable to hope. So, it’s not only faith that is
founded on a vision of the unseen God. Lack of faith is built
on an unseen vision of gloom. The Abraham we hear about
in Hebrews did not know in advance the land he was to
inherit. He probably started to imagine what it might look
like. He had the faith to keep journeying towards a promise
whose details he did not know.

Aware of the fact that Jesus was fully human, we can
conclude that he, too, had to picture in his mind how those
who committed themselves to follow him would turn out.
Take that to its logical conclusions, and we can only
conclude that God puts trust in us, too; a trust that we are
capable of working to promote justice, peace and mercy.
When we know that somebody trusts us, we feel affirmed. If
we are conscious of being trusted, loved and valued by God,
we might be more inclined to put our trust in God.

The three brief parables about servants, managers and the
unexpected return of their masters are all about what is
expected of people who commit themselves to working to
bring about the establishment of the reign or kingdom of
God where they live in the world. Sunday after Sunday, we
have been reminded that the reign of God is all about
striving to ensure that everyone is treated with justice,
compassion, respect, mercy, tolerance, and so on. That, of
course, calls for selfless service from all who commit
themselves to building the kingdom of God, from all of us
who have committed ourselves to walk in the footsteps of
Jesus.

Implicit in the three short parables in today’s gospel-reading
is @ message that, whatever our position or status, we are all
called to be leaders in one way or another. Jesus makes it
clear that those entrusted with leadership have power, but
the power they have is meant for service of others not for
feathering their own nests. True leaders give their time,
energy and talent to empower those they serve, thereby
enabling them to do for others what is good and just and
empowering, so that they can, in their turn, determine the
best way to live their lives.

Tucked into these three parables, which, incidentally, are
hard to separate, are a couple of surprises. One is that Jesus
refers to both male and female servants. (This is consistent
with the fact that Luke repeatedly includes women as
central to his gospel story.) Almost unobtrusively, Jesus
describes a head servant abusing his position and setting
about “beating the menservants and the maids” (Luke 12:
45). Women in the prevailing climate were particularly
vulnerable to abuse. The second surprise lies in the
reference Jesus makes to a master who is so pleased with
the work of his servants that he sits them down at table,
dons an apron, and serves them a meal himself. In a male-
dominated culture, where men were not to be found even
close to a kitchen, Jesus overturns convention and tells of a
man who serves his servants. This is surely a reference to
how Jesus pictures God as one whose love and care know no
bounds. It makes the point that slaves and servants are
loved by God, and, therefore, to be treated with respect,
dignity and justice.

To be committed to walking in the footsteps of Jesus is to
become faithful and generous in using our gifts, talents and
personal qualities in contributing to the establishment of the
kingdom of God. We are truly humble when we recognise
that our gifts are God-given and meant not for our own
aggrandisement but for the service and benefit of others.
The world will then be better for the fact that we are part of
it.

Julian McDonald cfc.AO



Baulkham Hills
YOUTH MOVEMENT

Youth Group!

We are having another night of Senior Group!

This is for years 9-12!

Friday the 12 starting at 7pm and finishing at 9pm in the
Downey room

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Kim on
0407 773 174, or send an email through

to youth@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

Monday 15 August

Solemnity of the
Assumption of Our Lady

A Holy Day of Obligation

Mass Times:

St Michael's:
9.15 am,
12 noon (incl. school)
7.30pm

Our Lady of Lourdes:
9.30am (incl. school),
7.30pm

Congratulations to

+ Rome Battiato

+ Cleo Bennett

+ Alexander Geganto
+ Miya Louang Amath

who were baptized at St. Michael’s Church
during the week

We pray that their faith may be an important and
integral part of their life.

Our Week

Monday 8 August
Solemnity - St Mary of the Cross

Wednesday 10 August
Feast - St Lawrence

Thursday 11 August
Memorial - St Clare

STAY FOR A CUPPAI

It was so terrific to be able to gather
again last Sunday for morning tea
following 10 am mass. With over 80
people joining us, it was a great
opportunity to connect, catch up on
news and enjoy each other’s
company.

Our next morning tea will be Sunday 14 August.

The Alpha team will be providing tea, coffee, and cake. We'd
love you to stay and have a chat, while the kids play on the
grass outside (supervision provided - kids are welcome to
bring their own balls/games). Morning tea will be served at
the side entrance of the

church.

No cost involved. No need to
RSVP.

ALL ARE WELCOME

Clearance Sale Sunday 21st
August after 8am and 10 am
masses.

OUR LADY OF MERCY COLLEGE
OLMC Parramatta -
Class of ‘90, ‘91 & ‘92
30 Year Reunion

Reunion Function Saturday 17th September Parramatta Park
Royal Tickets and details via this link . Come and join your old
schoolmates and teachers for a reunion for the Classes of
1990, 1991 and 1992. There will be roaming canapés
throughout the evening, with an on-consumption bar and a
live DJ to dance the night away.

OLMC Alumnae Day Sunday 18th September

10am Mass in the Chapel followed by College Tours.
12:30pm High Tea at Lachlan’s Restaurant, Old Government
House Click on the link to secure your ticket!_https://

bit.ly/3n0OIPD3

Reunion Committee led by:

Belinda Clarke (Witter), 1992, belindahildaclarke@gmail.com
Natalie Galea, 1991, natalie_galea@yahoo.com.au

Sarah Kenny, 1990, sarahkenny767@gmail.com

Manual Links Tickets and information for Reunion Function
https://events.humanitix.com/olmc-alumni-reunion-class-of-90-91-and-927?
fbclid=IwAR3K7Np40NHd4ZAezn875u3podKga3JBibRy8lcz9wuH9dSaRBO7
SwA3rtU
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THE DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA IS HEADING TO WYD23 IN LISBON

Bishop Vincent has announced a pilgrimage to the next World Youth
Day in Lisbon, Portugal (July 21 - August 11, 2023).

Young people 16-35 and their families are encouraged to learn more
at www.parrawyd.org and register for the upcoming Launch Event
featuring Fr Rob Galea on August 18.

For all enquiries contact James Camden, Head Mission Engagement -
james.camden@parracatholic.org
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PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS
AN ONLINE SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM PLAN 2022

OUR LADY OF LOURDES - RECONCILIATION PROGRAM AND
FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM

Parents will be invited to register their children for
Reconciliation and Communion in the week of 31 July -
14 August using the GOOGLE FORM.

Parents’ information evening at Our Lady of Lourdes will be
held on Tuesday 16 August at 7.30pm in the church.

The Workbooks will be available from the Parish Office or
through the schools, date to be advised, and you will have
four weeks to complete the workbook with your children.
Please do not do the whole book at once!

Each of these four weeks will have a PDF PARENT GUIDANCE
NOTES each week for you as parents to use with your
children, as you go through each session.

Towards the end of the fourth week, there will be some ZOOM
conferences for which you can register in order to ask some
questions for seek clarification.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on 08 and
09 September. This is dependent on COVID restrictions and
the number of candidates for the sacrament.

RECONCILIATION - OLOL
Key dates: Registration week
online 31 July - 14 August

Reconciliation

Week 1 22 August
Week 2 29 August
Week 3 05 September
Week 4 12 September

Celebration of the Sacrament
afternoon 20 and 21 September

FIRST COMMUNION - OLOL
Key dates: Registration week
online 31 July - 14 August

Communion
Week 1 10 October
Week 2 17 October
Week 3 24 October
Week 4 31 October

Celebration for First Communion Weekends of 12/13 and
19/20 November

Registration link: https://forms.gle/kz6SqPQ3eb9kR2Bb8

ST MICHAEL'S -
FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM

Parents will be invited to register their children Communion in
the week of the 21 August - 4 September using the GOOGLE
FORM.

Parents’ information evening will be held on Monday 5 and
Tuesday 6 September at St Michael’s at 7.30pm in the
church.

Children must have already received the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, or else they will need to register with Our lady
of Lourdes Community.

The Workbooks will be available from the Parish Office or
through the schools, date to be advised, and you will have
four weeks to complete the workbook with your children.
Please do not do the whole book at once!

Each of these four weeks will have a PDF PARENT GUIDANCE
NOTES each week for you as parents to use with your
children, as you go through each session.

Towards the end of the fourth week, there will be some ZOOM
conferences for which you can register in order to ask some
questions for seek clarification.

First Communion will be celebrated at St Michael’s Church on
the weekends of 16 and 17 October. This is dependent on
COVID restrictions and the number of candidates for the
sacrament.

FIRST COMMUNION - St Michael's
Key dates: Registration week
online 21 August - 4 September

Reconciliation

Week 1 12 September
Week 2 19 September
Week 3 10 October
Week 4 17 October

Celebration of the Sacrament

Friday 28 October 7.30pm

Saturday 29 October 2.30pm

Sunday 30 October 12noon and 2.30pm
Friday 04 November 7.30pm

Saturday 05 November 2.30pm

Sunday 06 November 12noon and 2.30pm

Or

+ 4 o o o

Any of the Parish Masses on weekend of Sunday 30 October
and Sunday 06 November
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest
Assistant Deacons

Youth Ministry

St Michael's Parish Centre

Father Wim Hoekstra
Father Jessie Balorio
Deacon Andrew Rooney
Deacon Roque Dias
Kimberley Almeida

(02) 9639 0598

Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm

Office Administrator
Assistant Secretary

Monica O’Callaghan
Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm

Secretary

Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755
Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY
1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

. ¢ Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass Times LECTORS THIS WEEK ser | usH LECTORS NEXT WEEK ser | ush
07 AUGUST 2022 VER | ERS 14 AUGUST 2022 VER | ERS
Saturday G. Dequena, P. Eustace,
5.30 pm R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt A 9 F. Ritky B 13
Sunday D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton .
8.00 am G. Machado, V. Vella E | SR | M. Cameron, C. Worthington SR | SR
In your mercy, please remember those for
ig”gg‘;m S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique | H | 11 |J. Van Gend, M. Reefman I | 15 whom prayers have been asked
sund Recently Deceased:
6,00 i’r’n S. Stagnitta, R. Santos K | 12 | Youth, Youth, Youth SR | 16 | Fr Theo Arrivoli, Helen Rose,
Pauline Margerison, Leonard Tan,
imes 07 AUGUST 2022 14 AUGUST 2022 ..
pandemic in NSW and around the world and
Saturday | G. Shin, A. Mascari, L. Domanillo, G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, L. Karam, those who have died in the Ukraine
5.30 pm R. Gosper E. Riches
Anniversary:
Sunday C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, G. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, R & Daph Flood. B M h
8.00 am M. Cameron, B. Smith S. Espiritu, C. Harding on aphne rlood, barry Viurphy,
Nonie Rowan
Sunday D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis J. Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis
10.00 am s L.
Sick:
Sunday N. Redden, A. Hay, S. George, o Finmerte. E. Lee. Youth Youth Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Debra Price,
6.00 pm |S. Stagnitta . Y. B LEe, ' Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Mary Burns,
Connor Maguire, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 07.08.22 WEEK BEGINNING 14.08.22 Ino Parisottol Gizze”a Gherm' Frank Jacobsl
Bridgette Boldt, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun,
Counters 07.08.22 : Counters 14.08.22 : " .
COUNTERS Team 1 : T. Checchia Team 2 : K. McElduff Cath.e.rme Hemmings, Sean Angel.es,
Patricia MacDonald, Hazel Clasquin,
FLOWER Saturday 13.08.22 : Saturday 20.08.22 : Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi,
MINISTRY L. Laksana, N. Fernando M. Mifsud, L. Laksana Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
PROJECTOR Weekend 13th/14th August 2022 - Masses: Sat 5pm: M. D’'Souza
Sun 8am: M. O'Loan 10am: G. Wongso 6pm: A. Saker
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