Parish of Baulkham Hills
St Michagel’s Chareh

Fifth Sunday of €aster — 7th May 2023

PARISH NOTES

Dear Parishioners,

CONFIRMATION

Next week on Monday and Friday evening at St
Michael’s and Wednesday and Thursday evening at
Our Lady of Lourdes, 145 children from our parish
will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation during
Mass. Please pray for them and their families.

The Masses all start at 7pm and you are welcome to
attend these Masses.

DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS

Recently Bishop Vincent has announced and
convoked the first Diocesan Synod for Parramatta
from 10 — 15 October 2023. Although it coincides
with the Synod of Bishops in Rome, the Diocesan
Synod is rather an outcome of the recent Australian
Plenary Council which encourages that each diocese
in Australia is to conduct “within five years following
the closing session of the Plenary Council a Diocesan
Synod and every ten years thereafter.” (Decree 5b).

With the Diocesan Synod, Bishop Vincent also invites
all the faithful in the Diocese of Parramatta to
contribute to the development of a new Diocesan
Pastoral Plan by means of listening and consultation
forums.

According to the Canon Law, a diocesan synod is the
most solemn assembly of a local church. Its purpose
is to assist the ordinary bishop in the exercise of his
office for the benefit of the entire diocese. A
diocesan synod allows everyone in a diocese —
priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful — to
participate in discerning the Lord’s guidance for a
diocese. Hence, the Diocesan Synod will deal with
practical pastoral issues relevant for the spiritual and
missionary renewal of the entire Diocese of
Parramatta. However, a Diocesan Synod does not
have the authority to change the teaching of the
universal Church.

Hence, | would like to encourage you to participate
in the listening and consultative process because the

outcomes of the new Diocesan Pastoral initiatives
will have a direct impact on our Parish community’s
life and mission, which we have been discussing over
the last year.

Our parish is part of the Northern Deanery of the
Diocese, and so | encourage you to attend the
Northern Deanery Listening and Consultation Night
which will be held next Saturday evening, May 13
from 6.30pm to 9.30pm.

You will need to register at www.parracatholic.org/
synod2023.

Following this consultation, our parish will organise
some listening and consultation opportunities. If
anyone would like to assist in planning this
consultation, please contact FR Wim.

Opportunities for different types of involvement,
including individual or group submissions, can be
accessed via the link https://parracatholic.org/
synod getinvolved/

On Pentecost Sunday, 28 May, Bishop Vincent will
celebrate a Convocation Mass for the Diocesan
Synod - at St Patrick’s Cathedral at 11am. We are
sending two representatives to the Mass.

MASS LINK FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for Fifth
Sunday — Year A and available on YOUTUBE after
that https://youtube.com/live/hxQsfKvBXeM. Please
copy the link into browser if it does not immediately
work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm
from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK
links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK
page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with
this every week.

Thank you to all those who emailed and thanked us
for providing the Easter ceremonies. Please keep
liking us on Facebook.
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INVITATION TO REGISTER FOR CPR TRAINING - a
Diocesan Initiative

You are invited to register for an accredited CPR
Course being offered by Surf Life Saving NSW as part
of a project being offered by The University of
Sydney, Westmead Applied Research Centre.

The course runs for 2.5 hours and will be presented
at two locations across the Diocese.
1. St Thomas Aquinas Springwood on Saturday
13" May beginning at 10am, or
2. Bishop Bede Heather Centre Blacktown on
Monday 5" June at 4pm.

Please contact the Parish Office for information on
how to register for the venue of your choice.

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR
EVANGELISATION

We continue Pope Francis’ his cycle of catechesis
on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal
of the believer, focusing on the theme “Witnesses:
monasticism and the strength of intercession.
Gregory of Narek”

A summary of his catechesis is provided here, and

the full text is attached to these notices.
Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing
catechesis on apostolic zeal, we now turn to
the example of the saints of every age,
beginning with those who embraced the
monastic life. Their witness of following Christ
in poverty, chastity and obedience was
combined with unceasing intercessory prayer
for the spread of the Gospel and the growth
of the Church. Today we consider Saint
Gregory of Narek, a medieval Armenian monk
and Doctor of the Church, whose writings
embody the profound Christian tradition of
the Armenian people, the first to embrace the
Gospel. In the hiddenness of his monastery,
Gregory sensed a profound solidarity with the
whole Church and her mission of preaching
the Good News of Jesus Christ to all nations
and peoples. Identifying with sinful humanity,
he devoted his entire existence to interceding
for sinners, the poor and those in need of the
Lord’s healing and forgiveness. The example
of Saint Gregory of Narek reminds us of our
responsibility to cooperate, by our own
intercessory prayer, in the Church’s mission
of proclaiming the Gospel message of
reconciliation, redemption and peace for the
entire human family.

THE DECEASED
Please also remember those for whom prayers
have been requested, especially for:

Recently deceased:
Mark Johnston, Cecilia Moussa, Elvira Sotelo,
Rosa Catanzariti, Ino Parisotto

Anniversaries:
Barbara Oakes, Patrick Mascarenhas,
Anthony Basha, Stephen Abagi, Zenaida Capitulo

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support.
To assist with the proper recording for the second
collection, please include your envelope number if
you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the

priests
BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose)
Collection - for support of the Parish,
BSB 067 950
Account No 000000214
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this
link https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
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POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION
FOR EVANGELISATION

In his address in Italian, the Pope continued his cycle of
catechesis on The passion for evangelization: the
apostolic zeal of the believer, focusing on the theme
“Witnesses: monasticism and the strength of
intercession. Gregory of Narek”

The righteous one, my servant,
shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore | will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
(Bible reading: Is 53: 11-12).

Catechesis of the Holy Father

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

Let us continue our catechesis on the witnesses of
apostolic zeal. We started with Saint Paul, and last time
we looked at the martyrs, who proclaim Jesus with their
lives, to the point of giving their lives for Him and for the
Gospel. But there is another great witness that runs
through the history of faith: that of the nuns and monks,
sisters and brothers who renounce themselves and who
renounce the world to imitate Jesus on the path of
poverty, chastity, and obedience, and to intercede on
behalf of all. Their lives speak for themselves, but we
might ask: how can people living in monasteries help the
proclamation of the Gospel? Wouldn't they do better to
put their energies into the mission? Coming out of the
monastery and preaching the Gospel, outside ... outside
the monastery? In reality, the monks are the beating
heart of the proclamation. This is curious: they are the
beating heart. Their prayer is oxygen for all the members
of the Body of Christ, their prayer is the invisible force
that sustains the mission. It is no coincidence that the
patroness of the missions is a nun, Saint Therese of the
Child Jesus. Let us listen to how she discovered her
vocation — she wrote: “l understood that the Church had
a Heart and that this Heart was burning with love. |
understood it was Love alone that made the Church’s
members act, that if Love ever became extinct, apostles
would not preach the Gospel and martyrs would not
shed their blood. | understood that love comprised all
vocations. ... Then, in the excess of my delirious joy, |
cried out: O Jesus, my Love .... my vocation, at last | have
found it.... my vocation is love! ... In the heart of the
Church, my Mother, | shall be Love” (Autobiographical
Manuscript “B”, 8 September 1896). Contemplatives,

mons, nuns: people who pray, work, pray, in silence, for
all the Church. And this is love: it is the love that is
expressed by praying for the Church, working for the
Church, in the monasteries.

This love for everyone inspires the life of nuns and
monks, and is translated into their prayer of
intercession. In this regard, | would like to offer you the
example of Saint Gregory of Narek, Doctor of the
Church. He is an Armenian monk, who lived around the
year 1000, who left a book of prayers, in which the faith
of the Armenian people, the first to embrace
Christianity, is poured out; a people that, joined to the
cross of Christ, has suffered so much throughout history.
And Saint Gregory spent almost his entire life in the
monastery of Narek. There he learned to peer into the
depths of the human soul and, by fusing poetry and
prayer together, marked the pinnacle of both Armenian
literature and spirituality. What is most striking about
him is the universal solidarity of which he is an
interpreter. And among monks and nuns there is a
universal solidarity: whatever happens in the world,
finds a place in the heart, in their heart, and they pray,
and they pray. The heart of monks and nuns is a heart
that captures like an antenna, it picks up what happens
in the world, and prays and intercedes for this. And in
this way: they live in union with the Lord and with
everyone. And one of them said: “I have voluntarily
taken upon myself all faults, from those of the first
father down to the last of his descendants, and | have
held myself responsible for them”. It is what Jesus did:
they take upon themselves the problems of the world,
the difficulties, the ailments, many things, and they pray
for them. And these are the great evangelizers.
Monasteries are ... but how can they live closed up, and
evangelize? It is true.. because with the word, for
example, by intercession and daily work, they are a
bridge of intercession for all people and all sins. They
weep, even shedding tears, they weep for their sins —
after all, we are all sinners — and they also weep for the
sins of the world, and they pray and intercede with their
hands and heart raised up. Let us think a little of this — if
| may permit myself the use of the word — “reserve” that
we have in the Church: they are the true strength, the
true force that carries the People of God forward, and
this is where the habit comes from that people have -
the People of God — of saying “Pray for me, pray for me”,
when they meet a consecrated man or woman, because
they know there is a prayer of intercession. It will do us
good — to the extent we are able — to visit a monastery,
because there one prays and works. Each one has its
own rules, but their hands are always occupied: engaged
in work, engaged in prayer. May the Lord give us new
monasteries, may he give us new monks and nuns to
carry the Church forward with their intercession. Thank
you.



Fifth Sunday of Easter

Entrance Antiphon

O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked
wonders; in the sight of the nations he has shown his
deliverance, alleluia.

Acts 6:1-7

About this time, when the number of disciples was
increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against the
Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own widows were
being overlooked. So the Twelve called a full meeting of
the disciples and addressed them, ‘It would not be right
for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food;
you, brothers, must select from among yourselves seven
men of good reputation, filled with the Spirit and with
wisdom; we will hand over this duty to them, and
continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to the service
of the word.” The whole assembly approved of this
proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to
Judaism. They presented these to the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of
disciples in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a large
group of priests made their submission to the faith.

First Reading

Responsorial Psalm

(R) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in
you.

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise is
fitting for loyal hearts. Give thanks to the Lord upon
the harp, with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs .
(R.)

2. For the word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to
be trusted. The Lord loves justice and right and fills
the earth with hislove.  (R.)

3. The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those
who hope in his love, to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine.  (R.)

Second Reading 1 Pet 2:4-9

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen
by God and precious to him; set yourselves close to him
so that you too, the holy priesthood that offers the
spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made acceptable
to God, may be living stones making a spiritual house. As
scripture says: See how | lay in Zion a precious
cornerstone that | have chosen and the man who rests his
trust on it will not be disappointed. That means that for
you who are believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers,
the stone rejected by the builders has proved to be the
keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring men
down. They stumble over it because they do not believe
in the word; it was the fate in store for them.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises
of God who called you out of the darkness into his
wonderful light.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

| am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no one
comes to the Father, except through me.

Alleluia!

Gospel Jn 14:1-12

Jesus said to his disciples:

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.

Trust in God still, and trust in me.

There are many rooms in my Father’s house;

if there were not, | should have told you.

| am now going to prepare a place for you,

and after | have gone and prepared you a place,

| shall return to take you with me;

so that where | am

you may be too.

You know the way to the place where | am going.’
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going,
so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said:

‘l am the Way, the Truth and the Life.

No one can come to the Father except through me.

If you know me, you know my Father too.

From this moment you know him and have seen him.’
Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall
be satisfied.” ‘Have | been with you all this time, Philip,’
said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not know me?

‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father,

so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”?

Do you not believe

that | am in the Father and the Father is in me?

The words | say to you | do not speak as from myself:

it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work.

You must believe me when | say

that | am in the Father and the Father is in me;

believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other

reason.

‘I tell you most solemnly,

whoever believes in me

will perform the same works as | do myself,

he will perform even greater works,

because | am going to the Father.’

Communion Antiphon

| am the true vine and you are the branches, says the
Lord. Whoever remains in me, and | in him, bears fruit in
plenty, alleluia.

Next Sunday: Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Pet 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

Again, a very rich scriptural offering for this Sunday. It is
not easy to find a discernible theme running across the
readings, save the general sense that the focus is moving
away from the resurrection of Jesus to the time of his final
return to the Father when the disciples will be without his
physical presence.

Taken from the long discourse given by Jesus at the Last
Supper, the Gospel, John 14:1-10, reflects upon this time
and the understanding it will require from the disciples,
that is, from the Church. In fact, there are two ‘departures’
of Jesus in view. The actual setting of the supper on the
night before Jesus is to die makes it natural to understand
the ‘going away’ of which he speaks as a reference to this
imminent departure in death; his ‘return’, then, would
refer to his reappearance, on the third day, as risen Lord.
While at one level this is true, the discourse really
addresses the more permanent ‘going away’ of Jesus when
he finally returns to the Father following his appearances
to the disciples as risen Lord. His ‘return’ would then be his
return at the end of time, a thought otherwise rare in the
Fourth Gospel.

On this second level, what Jesus is really addressing in the
discourse is not the period between Good Friday and
Easter Sunday but the ‘time of Church’ that will follow —
and will in fact extend indefinitely. This will be a time when
the disciples will not have the reassurance of his physical
presence and will feel that loss keenly (‘Do not let your
hearts be troubled. ...!) What Jesus wants to insist upon
here, however, is that it will be a ‘graced’ time, in fact a
‘better’ time. His departure to the Father will not mean
loss but enrichment.

This gives the clue to understanding rightly Jesus’
statement about there being ‘many rooms’ in his Father’s
house and about his going there to prepare a place for the
disciples. In a way that has long provided comfort for many
people, the statement, at face value, conveys the
impression of heaven as a kind of vast motel to which
Jesus is going in order to prepare ‘rooms’ for the faithful
after they die. This does not, however, do full justice to the
way the Johannine gospel confronts the problem of death
and, in particular, to the richness which the gospel draws
out of the motif of divine ‘remaining’/‘dwelling’.

John’s Gospel presents the entire work of Jesus Christ as
nothing less than a fulfilment of a divine project to bring
about mutual ‘at-homeness’ between God and human
beings. As heralded in the Prologue, the Word, whose
proper dwelling is in eternity ‘with God’ (1:1-2), has
‘become flesh’ (1:14). In the human person of Jesus Christ,
God has made a dwelling-place — literally, ‘has pitched his
tent’ — among us. The disciples ‘have seen his glory’ in the
sense that the words and actions of Jesus, notably his

‘signs’ (miracles), have rendered ordinary human life
transparent to God’s presence and to the gift of ‘eternal
life” which, through Jesus, God wishes to impart. To ‘have
eternal life’ in this sense is nothing less than to have a
share in God’s own life, to become ‘children of God’ (1:12;
11:52), inhabitants of God’s ‘house’ forever. As Jesus
explains to Martha, grieving at the death of her brother
Lazarus, this is the true response and remedy to human
mortality: ‘I am the resurrection and the life; whoever
believes in me, even though they die, will live; and
whoever lives believing in me, will never die’ (John 11:25-
26).

What Jesus is attempting to explain to the puzzled disciples
in today’s Gospel is that this gift of eternal life, and the
divine ‘at-homeness’ that goes with it, can only come
about through his ‘going away’ for a time. His suffering and
death are necessary to defeat the grip of sin and death
upon the human race and open up the way to life.

The many ‘rooms’ or ‘dwelling places’ which he is going
away to prepare are in fact the separate instances of God’s
‘indwelling’ in the heart of each and every believer. As he
will say later, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and
my Father will love them, and we will come to them and
make our home with them’ (14:23). The disciples, as Philip
so plaintively points out, cannot ‘see’ the Father. But, Jesus
explains, he himself is ‘the Way’ to the revelation of the
Father (the ‘Truth’), in which is contained the gift of
‘(eternal) life’ (‘the Life’). In relating to him (Jesus), they
are becoming ‘at home’ with God and God with them.

The First Reading, Acts 6:1-7, shows the early Church,
under the guidance of the Spirit, developing structures of
ministry in response to needs that arise as it grows and
expands.

The Second Reading, 1 Peter, 2:4-9, applies to the
members of the Church a magnificent set of titles drawn
from the patrimony of Israel. Heading the list is the image
of the Church as a ‘holy building’, a precious new dwelling-
place for the living God.

From LiturgyHelp



Fifth Sunday of Easter

“The Twelve assembled the community of the disciples: ‘It is not
right for us to neglect the word of God in order to wait on
tables.”” Acts 6: 1-7

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father but through me...the one who has faith in me will do the
works | do, and far greater than these. Why? Because | go to the
Father...” John 14: 1-12

The gospel-reading for this sixth Sunday of Easter
is taken from John’s account of Jesus’ farewell
discourse to his close disciples on the last night
of his life. John dedicated five chapters of his
Gospel to this lengthy exhortation from Jesus
and, in doing so, identified two predominant
themes on which Jesus elaborated:
encouragement for the task ahead and
consolation for the feelings of loss which his
followers would inevitably experience. Jesus encouraged them to
be faithful to everything he had invested himself in teaching
them and to remember that the trauma they would soon
experience would be replaced by peace of mind and heart and
satisfaction with the ministry of service they would undertake.

In making one of his familiar “l am” statements, Jesus declared:
"I am the way and the truth and the life.” This was not an
expression of elitism, but rather an invitation to his disciples to
recall that their experience with him amounted to one of
immersion into God, which left them knowing that they were
living with integrity (truth) and appreciating that what they were
about was authentic and life-fulfilling (life). It is not coincidental
that, as they subsequently settled into living lives of preaching
and service, they described themselves as being “followers of
the Way” (Acts: 19: 9; 19: 23; 24: 14). In describing literally and
figuratively the way in which they lived their lives, the early
Christians used the Greek word hodos (the way).

In this context, it's important to note that Jesus said to his close
friends: “I am the way.” He did not say; “I am the solution” or “I
am the answer”. Encountering Jesus “the Way” means engaging
with him in all the ups and downs that belong to our journey
through life. No life journey is ever free of risk, uncertainty,
doubt, challenge or ambiguity. If Jesus were the answer, we
would have the comfort and assurance of knowing that we had
at hand the solution to every upset or problem that menaced us.
There’s a marked distinction between travelling the way of life
and cruising along as an observer of life. The word “travel” is
closely related to the word “travail” which came into English from
French in the 13th century. The original meaning of “travel” had
overtones of being involved in the toil or ordeal of a difficult
journey. That’s very different from being on a tour, knowing that
one has the assurance of returning to the comfort of home.
Travelling the road of life is tough for most of us.

As | have noted previously, Thomas was somewhat mystified by
the poetic, flowery language in which Jesus was explaining
himself. Diplomatically, he interjected with: “Lord, we don’t
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” (John
14:5) That elicited from Jesus the response: “I| am the way and
the truth and the life”, a response that may well have been
equally puzzling to Thomas. Perhaps it puzzles us too. Is the
answer for us to be found in getting close enough to Jesus to
immerse ourselves in him rather than in observing him from a
distance. We can approach Jesus as a mystery to be solved by
intellectually engaging with what the Gospels reveal about him.
But isn’t the challenge of being a disciple of his about actually
experiencing him by engaging in the life he offers, by committing
ourselves to closeness to him? After all, he lived his human life
by pursuing his journey into God. He lived his way into intimacy
with God, and came to appreciate the relationship into which he

lived, so that eventually he could say to his friends: “If you really
knew me, you would know my Father also...Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father...Do you not believe that | am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words | speak are not
spoken of myself; it is the Father who lives in me accomplishing
his works. Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me, or else, believe because of the works | do.” (John 14: 7-11)
Philip was puzzled by the assertions and explanations that Jesus
was uttering. So, if we are challenged by them, we can take
comfort from knowing that we are not alone.

Let’s not forget that the journey into God was no cake-walk for
Jesus either. His efforts to describe to the educated, religious
leaders of his day his journey to his growth into God were
dismissed as out-of-hand. And he didn’t get everything right as
he went about his ministry. He was called into line by the
Syrophoenician woman pestering him to cure her sick daughter.
He dismissed her as an unwelcome foreigner barging her way
into treatment that belonged only to people of his own race and
religion. He even labelled her as a dog. Her retort jolted him into
seeing that his mission was to people of every race and religion.
Experiences like that were part of his life-long formation. If we
know Jesus as “the way”, we, like him, have to be open to
learning from the challenges and “wake-up calls that come from
people we encounter, even strangers and people of other faiths
and of none. Experiences like that simply confirm that living into
Jesus, “the way and the truth and the life”, will be accompanied
by toil and challenge and ordeal.

Paralleling the experience of growing into God that Jesus had is
our experience of accepting the challenge of growing into Jesus.
We’ve previously stopped to reflect on the challenge put to us all
by Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians: “Test yourselves
to see whether you are living in faith; examine yourselves. Do you
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is really in you? If not, you have
failed the test.” (2 Corinthians 13: 5) That’s a belief to which we
can notionally subscribe, yet one of which we are not constantly
conscious. Yet, we also know that Jesus is as alive and active in
our world as we, who attest to believe in him, actually make him.
He lives and acts through us. We now have the delegated
responsibility of making him present to our world.

Today’s first reading from Acts also calls for some comment.
Many of us have memories of triumphalism alive and well in our
Church. We were trained to believe that we had “the one, true
Faith” and that Christians of other Denominations and people of
other Faiths were in the dark. Revelations of abuse in our ranks,
calls for inter-faith dialogue and challenges from recent Popes
have fortunately knocked the triumphalism out of us. Reminders
that Jesus has called us to service have begun to be heard. So, it
comes as a bit of a shock to learn in today’s reading from Acts
that the Apostles were having second thoughts about
servanthood as a priority in their ministry. They didn’t even try to
argue that preaching and proclaiming the word of God was a
form of service. They simply make a common-sense decision to
call others in the community to take on the responsibility of
serving. The Apostles’ delegation of responsibilities made good,
practical sense and demonstrated that walking in the footsteps
of Jesus was not as simple as it might appear. As an aside, we
would do well to stop and remind ourselves that, if we insisted
on following Jesus’ actions to the letter, we would all have been
crucified by now. This takes me back to one of Jesus’ assertions
in today’s gospel-reading: “l assure you that anyone who has
faith in me will do the works | do, and far greater than
these.” (John 14: 12) Might he have been acknowledging that
there is a great variety of personalities among those who follow
him, and an abundance of people blessed with a wide range of
gifts and talents? Current Church leaders would do well to
involve them in ministry and service. They might even breathe
fresh life and hope into the rest of us, if only we were to give
them opportunity.

Julian McDonald cfc.AO



STAY FOR A CUPPA!

Our next morning tea hosted by the Alpha team will be
SUNDAY 14t May after 10am mass - Mother’s Day! Let's
give thanks for all the mums in our life.

We'd love you to stay and
have a chat, while the kids
play on the grass outside.
Morning tea will be served
at the side entrance of the
church.

No cost involved. No need
to RSVP.

ALL ARE WELCOME
Can | help too? Yes, you can! ©

Click here OR email Emma Baker at
alphateam2153@gmail.com

MISSION: TRANSFORM LIVES - THEIRS...AND YOURS

Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking
Australians from a variety of professions and trades to share
their skills and knowledge with those who have few other
chances for training.

Build enduring global relationships while assisting
sustainable, self-reliant, community development.

Explore 35 positions by scanning the QR code below.

On our website you can also see news including stories from
those currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American
Samoa and Thailand.

Please enquire further about potential assignments for you or
someone you know:

RING: 02 9560 5333 or 0422 472 567

Baulkham Hills
YOUTH MOVEMENT

Youth Group!
Senior youth group will be starting next week 12/5/23 at

6:45-8:30pm. This is for students in years 9-12 or equivalent.

Location is at the Downey room at St Michaels

Likgiep

Nicholas Carpani
and
Tara Poudel

who were married at St Michael’s last weekend.

POSITIONS VACANT:

e Communications and Digjtal Manager -
Diocese of Parramatta

o Communications Assistant -
Diocese of Parramatta

e Lead Support - Diocesan Synod

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS PROCESSION:

20 May

Join The Servants of Mary Help of Christians
for their annual procession ahead of the
Feast of Mary, Help of Christians, Patroness
of Australia on Saturday 20 May. Mass will
commence at 10am at St Peter’s Surry Hills,
followed by a street procession through to St
Mary’s Cathedral and Mass at 12pm. All are
welcome to attend.

Faith in Marriage Seminar : Friday 19 May
The annual Diocesan Faith in Marriage Seminar
returns in 2023 with Chris Padgett, American
Speaker, Musician, Author and Professor of
Theology. This free event will be held on Friday 19
May at 7:30pm at St Paul the Apostle Church, 40
Buckleys Road, Winston Hills. Please register your
attendance at marriage@parracatholic.org

MET NATURAL FERTILITY SEMINAR: 20 MAY

Couples Hoping to Conceive

Hear about Restorative Reproductive Medicine

and natural methods of achieving pregnancy. This

topic is of particular interest to couples that are

trying to conceive a child where they may have infertility
issues and are seeking medical intervention to help them.
Hear from trained professionals about a women'’s health
science, the Creighton Model which is used in conjunction
with NaProTechnology www.fccau.org

This is a free event and will be held on Saturday 20 May from
1pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown.

For more information and to register contact
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org M: 0400 427 605



mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org
http://www.fccau.org/
mailto:catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org
http://parracatholic.org/employment
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48A9AB2AAAFFC52-morning11
mailto:alphateam2153@gmail.com

PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

2023 Sacramental Programme Details
for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age
who have been baptised.

St Michael’s Church ~ 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills
Our Lady of Lourdes Church ~ 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills

Term 3  Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June
Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July

Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised)

Term 4  Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September
Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September
Celebration at St Michael’s :
Friday 10 November / 17 November ~ 7.30pm,
Saturday 11 November /18 November ~ 2.30pm
Sunday 12 November /19 November ~ 12noon and 2.30pm
Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes :
Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm
Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm
Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am



Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Father Wim Hoekstra
Father Jessie Balorio
Deacon Roque Dias
Kimberley Almeida

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest
Assistant Deacons
Youth Ministry

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm
Secretary Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY
1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass Times LECTORS THIS WEEK LECTORS NEXT WEEK
07 MAY 2023 14 MAY 2023
gagcgrday R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, M. D’'Souza | G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky
-0 pm In your mercy, please remember those for
Sunda whom prayers have been asked
8.00 a)r(n D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, V. Vella M. Cameron, C. Worthington, G. Machado
Recently Deceased:
Sunday S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique J. Van Gend, M. Reefman, N. Dahlberg Mark Johnston, Cecilia Moussa, Elvira Sotelo,
10.00 am - . .
Rosa Catanzariti, Ino Parisotto, victims of the
Sunday . . Corona Virus pandemic in NSW and around
S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, D. Guia M. Moloney, M. Molone! L.
6.00 pm g Y y the world and those who have died in wars
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS and natural disasters
Times 07 MAY 2023 14 MAY 2023
Anniversary:
Saturday K. MEIduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, W. Ng G. Rodngges, D. Rodrigues, R. Gosper, Barbara Oakes, Patrick Mascarenhas,
5.30 pm L. Domanillo R
Anthony Basha, Stephen Abagi,
i Zanaida Capitulo,
Sunday T. Barne_s, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit, B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith p
8.00 am R McGuiness
Sick:
ig’_’gg’;m D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis, C. Vella | J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden Judith Chie, Trent Styles, Debbie Styles,
Joey & Noah, Baby Carter McGhie,
gugga)rln N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg JS ﬁggz’ns Macey, L. De La Cruz, Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Cathy Vella,
U P : Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, Jamal Kairouz,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 07.05.23 WEEK BEGINNING 14.05.23 Ocean Dumlao, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt,
Debra Price, Mary Burns, Marie Bolton,
oo < |Counters 07.05.23 : Counters 14.05.23 : Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson,
UNTER : . .
Team 8: T. Dalton Team 1: T. Checchia Ino Parisotto, Gizzella Gherm, Frank Jacobs,
Hazel Clasquin, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun,
FLOWER Saturday 13.05.23: Saturday 20.05.23 : Fl ina H J h MacD id
MINISTRY D. Maglalang, N. Fernando M. Mifsud, L. Laksana orgina Renry, Josep acbermid,
Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,
PROJECTOR Weekend 13th/14th May 2023 - Masses: Sat 5:30pm: M. D’Souza Richard Miranda,
Sun_8am: M. O’Loan 10am: M. Ezzy 6pm:  A. Saker Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
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