
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
 

Sunday of the Resurrection - 9th April 2023 

Christ is Risen!  
He is risen indeed!  

 

Frs Wim, Jessie, Chadi, 
Deacon Roque and  

the Parish Staff  
wish all our parishioners and 

visitors  
a happy and Holy Easter 

___________________________________________________ 
From Pope Francis’ Easter Vigil homily in 2022  

Many writers have evoked the beauty of starlit nights. The nights of 
war, however, are riven by streams of light that portend death. On this 
night, brothers and sisters, let us allow the women of the Gospel to 
lead us by the hand, so that, with them, we may glimpse the first rays 
of the dawn of God’s life rising in the darkness of our world. As the 
shadows of night were dispelled before the quiet coming of the light, 
the women set out for the tomb, to anoint the body of Jesus. There 
they had a disconcerting experience. First, they discovered that the 
tomb was empty; then they saw two figures in dazzling garments who 
told them that Jesus was risen. Immediately they ran back to proclaim 

the news to the other disciples (cf. Lk 24:1-10).  

The women saw. The first proclamation of the resurrection was not a 
statement to be unpacked, but a sign to be contemplated. In a burial 
ground, near a grave, in a place where everything should be orderly 
and peaceful, the women “found the stone rolled away from the tomb; 
but when they went in, they did not find the body” (vv. 2-3). Easter 
begins by upsetting our expectations. It comes with the gift of a hope 
that surprises and amazes us. Yet it is not easy to welcome that gift. At 
times – we must admit – this hope does not find a place in our hearts. 
Like the women in the Gospel, we are overtaken by questions and 
doubts, and our first reaction before the unexpected sign is one of fear: 

“They were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground” (v. 5). 

All too often we look at life and reality with downcast eyes; we fix our 
gaze only on this passing day, disenchanted by the future, concerned 
only with ourselves and our needs, ... In this way, we halt before the 
tomb of resignation and fatalism; we bury the joy of living. Yet tonight 
the Lord wants to give us different eyes, alive with hope that fear, pain 
and death will not have the last word over us. Thanks to Jesus’ paschal 
mystery, we can make the leap from nothingness to life...Let us lift up 
our gaze, remove the veil of sadness and sorrow from our eyes, and 

open our hearts to the hope that God brings! 

In the second place, the women heard. After they had seen the empty 
tomb, the two men in dazzling garments said to them, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen” (vv. 5
-6). We do well to listen to those words and to repeat them: He is not 
here! Whenever we think we have understood everything there is to 
know about God, and can pigeonhole him in our own ideas and 
categories, let us repeat to ourselves: He is not here! Whenever we 
seek him only in times of trouble and moments of need, only to set him 
aside and forget about him in the rest of our daily life and decisions, let 

us repeat: He is not here! And whenever we think we can imprison him 
in our words and our customary ways of thinking and acting, and 
neglect to seek him in the darkest corners of life, where people weep, 

struggle, suffer and hope, let us repeat: He is not here! 

We cannot celebrate Easter if we continue to be dead; if we remain 
prisoners of the past; if in our lives we lack the courage to let ourselves 
be forgiven by God who forgives everything; if we fail to change, to 
break with the works of evil, to decide for Jesus and his love. If we 
continue to reduce faith to a talisman, making God a lovely memory 
from times past, instead of encountering him today as the living God 
who desires to change us and to change our world. A Christianity that 
seeks the Lord among the ruins of the past and encloses him in the 

tomb of habit is a Christianity without Easter. ...! 

Finally, the women proclaimed. What did they proclaim? The joy of the 
resurrection. Easter did not occur simply to console those who 
mourned the death of Jesus, but to open hearts to the extraordinary 
message of God’s triumph over evil and death. The light of the 
resurrection was not meant to let the women bask in a transport of joy, 
but to generate missionary disciples who “return from the tomb” (v. 9) 
in order to bring to all the Gospel of the risen Christ. That is why, after 
seeing and hearing, the women ran to proclaim to the disciples the joy 
of the resurrection. They knew that the others might think they were 
mad; indeed, the Gospel says that the women’s words “seemed to 
them an idle tale” (v. 11). Their hearts were enflamed only with the 

desire to convey the news, the proclamation: “The Lord is risen!”. 

How beautiful is a Church that can run this way through the streets of 
our world! Without fear, without schemes and stratagems, but solely 
with the desire to lead everyone to the joy of the Gospel. That is what 
we are called to do: to experience the risen Christ and to share the 
experience with others; to roll away the stone from the tomb where we 
may have enclosed the Lord, in order to spread his joy in the world. Let 
us make Jesus, the Living One, rise again from all those tombs in 
which we have sealed him. Let us set him free from the narrow cells in 
which we have so often imprisoned him. Let us awaken from our 
peaceful slumber and let him disturb and inconvenience us. Let us 
bring him into our everyday lives: through gestures of peace in these 
days marked by the horrors of war, through acts of reconciliation amid 
broken relationships, acts of compassion towards those in need, acts 
of justice amid situations of inequality and of truth in the midst of lies. 

And above all, through works of love and fraternity. 

Brothers and sisters our hope has a name: the name of Jesus. He 
entered the tomb of our 
sin; he descended to 
those depths where we 
feel most lost; he wove 
his way through the 
tangles of our fears, bore 
the weight of our burdens 
and from the dark abyss 
of death restored us to 
life and turned our 
mourning into joy. Let us 
celebrate Easter with 
Christ! He is alive! Today, 
too, he walks in our 
midst, changes us and 

sets us free.  



Sunday of the Resurrection 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia.  
You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. 
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

First Reading Act 10:34, 37-43 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘You must 
have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about 
Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John 
had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was 
with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all who 
had fallen into the power of the devil. Now I, and those 
with me, can witness to everything he did throughout the 
countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and also to 
the fact that they killed him by hanging him on a tree, yet 
three days afterwards God raised him to life and allowed 
him to be seen, not by the whole people but only by 
certain witnesses God had chosen beforehand. Now we 
are those witnesses – we have eaten and drunk with him 
after his resurrection from the dead – and he has ordered 
us to proclaim this to his people and to tell them that God 
has appointed him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is 
to him that all the prophets bear this witness: that all who 
believe in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his 
name.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
(R) This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 

be glad .  
1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has 

no end. Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no 
end.’      (R.) 

2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; his right hand 
raised me up. I shall not die, I shall live and recount his 
deeds.       (R.) 

3. They divide my clothing among them. They cast lots 
for my robe. O Lord, do not leave me alone, my 
strength, make haste to help me! .      (R.) 

4. The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
corner stone. This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in 
our eyes.      (R.) 

 

Second Reading Col 3:1-4 
Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, 
you must look for the things that are in heaven, where 
Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let your thoughts be 
on heavenly things, not on the things that are on the 
earth, because you have died, and now the life you have 
is hidden with Christ in God. But when Christ is revealed – 
and he is your life – you too will be revealed in all your 
glory with him. 

 
Sequence 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice and praise. 
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 

and Christ, the undefiled, 
hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 
Death with life contended: combat strangely ended! 
Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign. 
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the way. 
The tomb the Living did enclose; 
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! 
The angels there attesting; 
shroud with grave-clothes resting. 
Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you into 

Galilee. 
That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know. 
Victorious king, thy mercy show!  
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; let us feast with 
joy in the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Jn 20:1-9 
It was very early on the first day of the week and still 
dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She saw 
that the stone had been moved away from the tomb and 
came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb’ she said ‘and we don’t know where they have put 
him.’ 
So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. 
They ran together, but the other disciple, running faster 
than Peter, reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw 
the linen cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in. 
Simon Peter who was following now came up, went right 
into the tomb, saw the linen cloths on the ground, and 
also the cloth that had been over his head; this was not 
with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. 
Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb first 
also went in; he saw and he believed. Till this moment 
they had failed to understand the teaching of scripture, 
that he must rise from the dead.  
 

Communion Antiphon 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia; therefore 
let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread of purity 
and truth, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Next Sunday: Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:42-47; 1 Pet 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

The scripture readings set out for the Easter Sunday Mass 
remain unvaried across the three-year cycle – though an 
alternative, 1 Cor 5:6-8, is given for the second reading. It 
is somewhat odd that, unless one takes the option of 
reading at Evening Mass the appearance of the risen Lord 
on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), neither the 
Easter Vigil Gospel nor that of Easter Sunday describes an 
appearance of the risen Lord. We simply hear about the 
disciples’ discovery that the tomb of Jesus was empty. 
 
The scene from the Fourth Gospel, John 20:1-9, set out 
for the Gospel, joins the Synoptic tradition in associating 
Mary Magdalene with this, at first, very dismaying fact. 
Later, of course, she will meet the risen Lord. Now, 
following her discovery that the tomb is empty, she 
comes running to Simon Peter and ‘the other 
disciple’ (the significant figure the Fourth Gospel calls ‘the 
disciple whom Jesus loved’, identified in later Christian 
tradition with John, the son of Zebedee). Mary’s running 
and her plaintive cry, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb and we don’t know where they have put him’, 
attest the anguish of continuing love and loss. The 
inference – Johannine irony at its best – is that some 
human agency (the gardener, the authorities, grave-
robbers) have worked this final indignity on the Lord; 
even in death his body is to have no peace. So we are left 
with this tremendous sense of emptiness and loss. 
 
At Mary’s report, Peter and the other disciple likewise set 
out on a ‘race’ of anxious love. By having the other 
disciple beat Peter in the race and arrive first, the 
evangelist sets the scene for a very significant distinction 
concerning what is to be seen in the tomb. Though he 
arrives first, the disciple does not enter the tomb 
immediately. Instead he bends down and sees the linen 
cloths in which Jesus’ body had been wrapped lying on 
the ground. Peter goes in and, once inside, sees 
something else as well: not only the linen cloths but also 
the cloth (corresponding to what we would call a 
‘handkerchief’) that covered his face, rolled up neatly in a 
place by itself. What, if anything, Peter deduces from this 
arrangement of the grave cloths we do not know. But 
when the ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ eventually enters 
the tomb and sees the complete scene, the neatly rolled-
up face cloth functions for him as a sign. He realises that 
the absence of Jesus’ body was not due to human agency 
– robbers do not fold up neatly what they leave behind – 
but to a majestic, divine resumption of life. The One who 
had called himself ‘the Resurrection and the Life’ (11:25) 
has fulfilled his claim to have the power to lay down his 
life and likewise to take it up again (10:18). 
 
As the evangelist comments, the beloved disciple ‘saw 
and believed’. He did not see the risen Jesus – as later 

Mary Magdalene, Peter, the other apostles and 
eventually Thomas, would see him – but he saw enough 
to make him recall the scriptural prophecy that the 
Messiah would rise from the dead. In this way, before all 
the others, he came to faith in the resurrection. 
 
The unnamed ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ stands in there 
for all of us – believers of subsequent generations. Unlike 
Mary Magdalene, Peter and the insistent Thomas, we do 
not actually see (or feel or touch) the risen Lord. And yet, 
like that beloved disciple, we believe. We can see 
emptiness and absence not as failure and loss but as 
mysterious evidence of the divine power to bring life out 
of death, to call back into being ‘things that are not’ (Rom 
4:17 [faith of Abraham]).  
 
In this respect, perhaps, there is something appropriate in 
the Gospel readings for the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday 
not recording an appearance of the risen Lord. They draw 
from us a faith that in the Gospel for next Sunday Jesus 
will pronounce more ‘blessed’ in his words to Thomas: 
‘You (Thomas) believe because you have seen me. 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
believe’ (John 20:29).  
 
The First Reading (Acts 10:34, 37-43) gives an account of 
the sermon Peter preached in the house of the pious 
Roman centurion Cornelius. It provides a neat summary 
of the essential gospel, which the four canonical gospels 
expand. The gospel reaches out to embrace the Gentile 
world, previously considered ‘unclean’; its inherent 
power to reconcile overcomes the alienation of that 
world from God. 
 
In the Second Reading (Colossians 3:1-4) Paul reminds his 
audience that even now they share, in a hidden way, in 
the risen life of their Lord. Keeping constantly in mind the 
thought of his triumph over sin and death should light 
their present path with hope and joy. 

From LiturgyHelp 



Easter Sunday 
 

Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still 

dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb. She saw that the stone 

had been moved away, so she ran off to Simon Peter and the 

other disciple (the one Jesus loved) and told them: “The Lord has 

been taken from the tomb! We don’t know where they have put 

him!”         John 20: 1-9 
 

My reflection on this Easter Sunday gospel-reading 

leaves me utterly convinced that those closest to 

Jesus had not the slightest expectation that he 

would be raised from the tomb. He was certainly 

not, in their view, going to be another Lazarus. 

Their behaviour confirms for me that they regarded 

him as fully human as they were  -  a mortal man 

whom they loved dearly but taken away from them 

through a violent death by execution. If there is one 

thing about Jesus that John stressed in his Gospel, it is that the 

God whom Jesus loved created the world and loved dearly that 

world and all  its  inhabitants.  Moreover,  John and the other 

evangelists underlined the humanity of Jesus by the way in which 

they described the countless encounters he had with very ordinary 

people   -   fishermen,  soldiers,  people  with  disabilities,  tax-

collectors, beggars and untouchables. Accordingly, the Gospel 

writers present a Jesus who accepts the humanity of those around 

him. So, we see in today’s gospel reading that he is not even 

slightly upset by the fact that Mary Magdalene does not recognise 

him. Rather, he seems to enjoy her surprise. Similarly, he makes 

no attempt to disassociate himself from his disciples despite their 

bumbling and apparent inability to cotton onto his messages to 

them. He does not stop loving friends and a world that are less 

than perfect. 
 

Week after week, when we gather in our parish communities, we 

proclaim our belief in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. We 

proclaim, too, our belief in Jesus’ promise that resurrection to 

eternal life awaits us. The paradox in that is that, when we gather 

to celebrate Easter, we are not expected to be ready for an 

examination on our beliefs, on what we proclaim when we recite 

the Apostles Creed or the Nicene Creed every Sunday. Easter is 

meant to be a celebration of life and hope. So, when the risen 

Jesus appeared in disguise to  Mary Magdalene,  he did not 

examine her on the beliefs she held. He knew she was grieving his 

death and was certainly not expecting him to have been raised 

from his grave. Just as we have often done, Mary had gone as 

early as she was able to visit the tomb of a dear, recently-

deceased friend. And she was devastated to discover that his 

tomb looked as though it had been raided by body-snatchers or 

vandals intent on obliterating anything that indicated Jesus had 

actually existed. After all, those who want to blot out all memory of 

someone who has died engage in desecrating that person’s grave 

or any other evidence that points to that person’s existence. We 

have all witnessed the destruction of statues and commemorative 

plaques  of  leaders who have  fallen  from favour.  Many,  for 

instance,  will  remember  the  toppling  of  Saddam  Hussein’s 

statue.as an attempt to blot out his memory. Mary Magdalen was 

in a state of intense shock, believing that the grave of Jesus had 

been vandalised and his corpse carried off. The only thing that 

might reverse the shock and hurt that had befallen her, was an 

equally intense positive experience. The risen Jesus provided her 

with that by greeting her by name. She was blessed with a very 

real experience of resurrection. What she had not even been able 

to imagine became a reality. By simply calling her by name, the 

risen Jesus filled her emptiness with hope immeasurable. That 

was Easter for Mary Magdalene, and Easter for us occurs when 

we, too, know we have experienced an encounter with the risen 

Christ. That happens when something overwhelming occurs in our 

life that demonstrates that love really is stronger than death. 
 

In a homily he delivered in the Presbyterian Church in Portland, 

Oregon on Easter Sunday 2018, the scripture scholar and pastor, 

Craig Barnes asserted: “No one is ever ready to encounter Easter 

until she or he has spent time in the dark place where hope 

cannot be seen. Easter is the last thing we are expecting. That’s 

why  it  terrifies  us.  It’s  not  about  bunnies,  chocolate  eggs, 

springtime or cute new dresses. It's about more hope than we can 

handle.” 
 

The  experience  of  devastation  and  darkness  is,  of  course, 

subjective. What can turn one person’s life upside down does not 

necessarily have the same impact on another’s. Intense feelings 

of loneliness, isolation and rejection are not universal. But most of 

us experience them at some time or other in life. 
 

Florida has featured in news bulletins across the world in recent 

days as former-President Trump has left his home there to go to 

New York to face criminal charges. However, a few short years ago 

a Florida High School in a town called Boca Raton was in the news 

because one of its students was courageous enough to stand up 

against practices of bullying and rejection happening in the 3400 

strong student body. A young man by the name of Denis Estimon 

took the initiative of starting a group which he called “We Dine 

Together”. He took the risk of telling fellow students of the intense 

feelings of loneliness and rejection he experienced when he 

arrived at the school as a young refugee from Haiti. For a long 

time, nobody would go near him at lunch time, let alone talk to 

him. He realised that there must have been others who were 

being excluded. So, now about to begin his final year of high 

school, he convinced a few friends to join him in making an effort 

to ensure that everyone had at least someone else with whom to 

hang out during lunch-time. Fellow students heard him, and as a 

result, bullying and rejection of others has all but disappeared in 

Boca Raton High School. An Easter experience can be triggered by 

something as simple as that. What is encouraging is that Denis 

Estimon’s initiative has been adopted by a rapidly increasing 

number of schools. 
 

Aulus Cornelius Celsus was a scholarly first-century AD Roman 

writer, researcher and surgeon. He compiled what may have been 

the world’s first encyclopaedia. Only eight volumes, dedicated 

mainly to medical matters, survive. Extant, however, is a comment 

he recorded about Jesus. He was puzzled by the fact that many 

people witnessed the execution of Jesus but hardly anyone saw 

him after he was raised from his grave. - “only a crazy woman and 

a few fanatics!” While there is no empirical evidence of the 

Resurrection of Jesus, today’s first reading from Acts confirms 

what Celsus asserted, without the derogatory comments about 

Mary Magdalene and the disciples. In Acts, Luke quotes from a 

discourse delivered by St Peter in the house of the centurion 

Cornelius: “We are witnesses to all that Jesus did in the land of 

the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him, finally, hanging him on 

a tree only to have God raise him up on the third day and grant 

that he be seen, not by all, but only by such witnesses as had 

been chosen beforehand by God  -  by us who ate and drank with 

him after he rose from the dead.” (Acts 10: 39-41) 
 

Of note, is the fact that the risen Jesus did not appear to Caiaphas 

or Pilate in “I told you so” triumph. Yet, If God had intended the 

resurrection of Jesus to be a verifiable event, it would not have 

been carried out in pre-dawn darkness without witnesses. We 

simply don’t know if it was anything like the raising of Lazarus. 

While we believe that it really happened, neither we nor anyone 

else will ever be able to prove or disprove it. Jesus’ victory over 

death is something that belongs to the Christian community. The 

mission of the Christian community is to practice resurrection by 

bringing hope and healing to the hopeless and the broken. We are 

missioned to be instruments of resurrection to those in dire need. 

As Christians, we practice resurrection in refugee camps, nursing 

homes, in soup kitchens, wherever there are victims of rejection, 

injustice, abuse and neglect. The key for doing that is to be in 

relationship with the risen Christ, to draw our strength from him. 

When He addressed Mary Magdalen by name and she responded 

with the affectionate “Rabboni”, she was transformed from being 

a devasted mourner of the dead Messiah into first witness to the 

risen Christ. We, too, have a responsibility to witness to that same 

risen Christ.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Jackson Brown 

 Chester McHugh 

 Layla Minard 

 Isla Rose 

 

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

EASTER SUNDAY 9 APRIL 
 

Happy Easter from all at Caritas 
Australia! 

Thank you for your continued support 
for Project Compassion – past, 
present and future. Together, we can 
help vulnerable communities face 
their challenges today and build a 
better tomorrow For All Future 
Generations. 
Thank you for supporting 

Caritas Australia’s Project  Compassion 2023 
Lenten appeal. 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face 
their challenges today and build a better tomorrow For 
All Future Generations. 

You can donate through Project 
Compassion donation boxes and 
envelopes available from your parish, by 
visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion 
or by calling 1800 024 413 

 

2023 - 2024  

Planned Giving Envelopes 
 

Parishioners registered with  

St Michael’s Planned Giving Program are asked to pick up 

their new envelopes  from the back of the Church.  The new 

envelopes commence on the week beginning 2nd April 

2023.  If you have recently changed your address, please 

advise the parish office so our records can be updated.  

Please do not use old envelopes after 26 March as some 

giving numbers have been changed.   

 

Thank you to all our Parishioners who so generously support 

the works of our Parish through the Planned Giving Program.  

If you would like to assist the Parish by contributing, could 

you please see Fr Wim or contact the Parish office 

(Ph: 9639 0598).    

MET FAITHLIFE SCRIPTURE COURSE: STARTING 

TUESDAY 2 MAY 
Want to learn more about different ways to pray? 

Sign up for the FaithLIFE 3-night short course on 

“Prayer” with Br Barry Donaghue, brought to you by 

the Mission Enhancement Team (MET). 6:30PM to 8:30PM on 

three Tuesday: 2 + 9 + 16 May. Downstairs at the Bishop 

Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown. RSVP via 

https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/  

MET WORSHIP LITURGICAL MUSIC WORKSHOP: 

THURSDAY 4 MAY  
Musicians, Clergy & Liturgy Planners are invited to 

attend a Music Workshop Presented by Eric Grella 

on Singing the Psalms & Chant on Thursday 4 May from 7pm 

to 8:30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. 

RSVP by 1 May to hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org    

THE FAITHFEED ON THE MOVE: 7 MAY   
Have questions about life & faith? Join with others 

on the search at The FaithFeed live studio audience 

- hosted by Glenbrook in the Mountains Deanery – 

all are welcome! The FaithFeed will be on Sunday 7 May at 

the parish hall after the 6PM mass. Doors open 7:00PM for a 

7:30PM start. The night will feature faith stories + live music 

+ activities + great conversation. Book now: https://

tinyurl.com/tffrego  

ABC TV’s Q+A INVITES YOU TO JOIN 

THE AUDIENCE!  
 

On Monday, April 10th, LIVE from 9.30pm! 

Host Stan Grant is joined by a panel of 

decision-makers and commentators, discussing, and debating 

the issues that are important to YOU! Participate in the 

national discussion and watch live TV being put to air!  
 

Joining Stan Grant on the panel:  

Andrew Neil, Chairman of The Spectator 

Kanishka Raffel, Anglican Archbishop 

Fatima Payman, Labor senator for WA 

Anne Pattel-Gray, Aboriginal Australian theologian and author 

Zara Seidler, co-founder of The Daily Aus 
 

We will be running a free return bus service from BELLA 

VISTA/BAULKHAM HILLS to our studios in ULTIMO.  
 

Do you want to Join us on the bus and in the audience? 

Please register your interest at the link below and in the last 

question, Q.15 “How did you hear about us” please write:  
ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

https://www.abc.net.au/qanda/studio-audience/ 

STAY FOR A CUPPA! 
You’re welcome to join 

us for morning tea on 

Easter Sunday after 

10am mass, especially if 

you are new or it has 

been a while! 

We’d love you to stay and 

have a chat, while the 

kids play on the grass 

outside.  Morning tea will 

be served at the side 

entrance of the church.  

 

No cost involved. No 

need to RSVP.  

 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/
mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
https://tinyurl.com/tffrego
https://tinyurl.com/tffrego
https://www.abc.net.au/qanda/studio-audience/


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

2023 Sacramental Programme Details  

for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age  

who have been baptised. 

 

St Michael’s Church - 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church - 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

 

 

Term 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July 

 Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised) 

 

 

Term 4 Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September 

 Celebration at St Michael’s :  

 Friday 10 November / 17 November - 7.30pm,  

 Saturday 11 November /18 November - 2.30pm 

 Sunday 12 November /19 November - 12noon and 2.30pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : 

 Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm 

 Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm 

 Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am 



Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Chadi Ibrahim SDB 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

09 APRIL 2023  

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

16 APRIL 2023  

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
Easter Vigil Roster   E. Riches, P. Sladen, C. Vella  

Sunday  

8.00 am 

M. Cameron, C. Worthington, 

G. Machado  
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr  

Sunday  

10.00 am 

J. Van Gend, M. Reefman, 

N. Dahlberg  

C. Burton, A. Mantaring, 

S. Mantaring  

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
M. Moloney, M. Moloney  N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg  

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 09 APRIL 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 16 APRIL 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
Easter Vigil Roster 

K. McElduff, A. Mascari, L. Domanillo, 

R. Gosper 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuniness 

C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, 

M. Cameron, B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren 

D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis, 

C. Vella 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  09.04.23 WEEK BEGINNING  16.04.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 09.04.23  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

Counters 16.04.23  :   

Team 5 :  P. Waite 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 15.04.23 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

Saturday 22.04.23 : 

M. Medvidovic, R. O’Donnell 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 15th/16th April 2023 -  Masses:          Sat     5:30pm:    S. Yao 

Sun    8am:       M. Donnelly        10am:       M. Almeida          6pm:      A. Saker 

 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Kath Sayer, victims of the Corona Virus 
pandemic in NSW and around the world and 
those who have died in the Ukraine, Türkiye 
and Syria 
 
Anniversary:  
Peter Gordon 
 
Sick: 
Baby Carter McGhie, Joey & Noah,  
Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Cathy Vella, 
Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, Jamal Kairouz, 
Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Ocean Dumlao, 
Debra Price, Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, 
Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, 
Ino Parisotto, Gizzella Gherm, Frank Jacobs, 
Hazel Clasquin, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, 
Florgina Henry, Joseph MacDermid,  
Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi, 
Richard Miranda,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
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