
 
 
 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Community 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord – 2nd April 2023 

St Michael’s Church 
 
6 April Thursday of the Lord’s Supper  
  (Holy Thursday) 
  NO MORNING MASSES 
 
  7.30pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 
 
7 April Friday of the Passion of the Lord   
  (Good Friday) 
 
  10.00am  Stations of the Cross    
          (organised by Youth) 
          (Followed by Confession) 
 
  3.00pm  Celebration of the Passion of  
        the Lord  
        (Followed by Confession) 
 
8 April Holy Saturday  
  NO MORNING MASSES 
  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection 
  of the Lord 
 
  5.30pm  The Easter Vigil 
 
 
9 April  Sunday of the Resurrection 
  8.00am, 10.00am & 6.00pm  
  Masses of the Resurrection 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
 
6 April Thursday of the Lord’s Supper  
  (Holy Thursday) 
  NO MORNING MASSES 
  
  7.30pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper  

Livestream— https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI   
 
7 April Friday of the Passion of the Lord  
  (Good Friday) 
 
  10.30am Stations of the Cross 
    (Followed by Confession)  
 
  3.00pm Celebration of the Passion  
    of the Lord   (English)      
    (Followed by Confession) 

Livestream—https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0 
 
8 April Holy Saturday 
  NO MORNING MASSES 
  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection  
  of the Lord 
  
  6.00pm  The Easter Vigil (English) 

Livestream—https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs  
 
9 April Sunday of the Resurrection 
  9.30am Mass of the Resurrection 

Individual Reconciliation 
 

St Michael’s Good Friday   

 after Stations and Passion  

 Easter Saturday 9.00-10.30am 

 NO EVENING CONFESSIONS 
 

OLOL Church Good Friday 

 after Stations and Passion 

  Easter Saturday 9.30-10.00am 

2nd Rite of Reconciliation 
 

St Michael’s  Monday 3rd April 7.30pm 

https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI
https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0
https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs


PARISH NOTES 
 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

HOLY WEEK LITURGY TIMES AND LINKS 

 

April 3 Monday 7.30pm 

Communal Rite of Reconciliation St Michael’s 

  

April 6   Holy Thursday  No morning Masses 

7.30pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Both Churches) 

Livestream link from OLOL 

   -  https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI 

 

April 7 Good Friday 10.00am     No morning Masses 

The Way of the Cross – St Michaels (Youth) 

10.30am The Stations of the Cross – Our Lady of Lourdes 

3.00pm The Passion of the Lord (both Churches) 

Livestream link from OLOL 

   - https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0 

7.00pm The Passion of the Lord (Korean Language) 

 

April 8 Holy Saturday No morning Masses 

5.30pm Easter Vigil in the Night - St Michael’s 

6.00pm Easter Vigil in the Night - Our Lady of Lourdes 

Livestream link from OLOL 

   - https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs  

This will be a long Mass. 

 

Easter Sunday Masses 

Sunday morning 

 8.00am St Michael’s 

 9.30am Our Lady of Lourdes 

 10.00am St Michael’s 

 11.30am Korean Language (Our Lady of Lourdes) 

 

Sunday evening 6.00pm St Michael’s 

 

Individual Reconciliation 

  

St Michael’s 

Good Friday after Stations and Passion; Easter Saturday  

9.00-10.30am NO SATURDAY EVENING CONFESSIONS 

  

OLOL Church  

Good Friday after Stations and Passion; Easter Saturday 

9.30am-10am 

  

MASS LINK FOR PALM SUNDAY AND EASTER TRIDUUM 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm (still daylight saving) 

for Palm Sunday of the Passion – Year A and available on 

YOUTUBE after that is https://youtube.com/live/

atfUK_BVwk8. Please copy the link into browser if it does not 

immediately work. 

 

6th April 2023, "Thursday of The Lord's Supper"  

... https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI 

 

7th April 2023, "Friday Of The Passion Of The Lord"  

... https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0 

 

8th April 2023, "The Easter Vigil in The Holy Night.''  

... https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs 

 

AN EASTER 2023 MESSAGE FROM BISHOP VINCENT LONG 

OFM CONV, BISHOP OF PARRAMATTA  

(see after notices) 
 

BISHOP’S GOOD SHEPHERD APPEAL – thank you  

Support our seminarians to humbly serve our faith 

community 

Thank you for your generosity towards he 

Bishop’s Good Shepherd Appeal supporting the 

seminarians to humbly serve our faith 

community. Further contributions can be made 

via the envelopes still available in the pews, at 

https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan this QR 

code.  
 

LISTENING CIRCLES 

Members from both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s 

Communities are invited to attend a session of Listening 

Circles, designed for people to listen and talk about how they 

have been impacted by an event or incident that has affected 

people in the community.  

 

In this case the event is the dissolving of Our Lady of Lourdes 

Parish, South Baulkham Hills in March 2014. For some, the 

decree has had little impact; for others, the change has 

brought distress, confusion, for others alienation. The 

Listening Circles provide an opportunity to listen. 

 

The Listening Circles will be held at 2.30pm on Saturday, 

May 6 at Our Lady of Lourdes parish Hall.  

Further details in the bulletin. 

 

THE DECEASED 

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 

requested, especially for: 
 

Recently deceased: Kathleen Sayer, Kathleen Goonan 
 

Anniversaries: Luke Salkeld, Peter Gordon 
 

Kath Sayer’s funeral is on Monday, 3rd April at 11am at  

St Michael’s.  

 

Fr Wim 

 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with 

the proper recording for the second collection, please include 

your envelope number if you have one. 
 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 
 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 

support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://

www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI
https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0
https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs
https://youtube.com/live/atfUK_BVwk8
https://youtube.com/live/atfUK_BVwk8
https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI
https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0
https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


AN EASTER 2023 MESSAGE FROM  
BISHOP VINCENT LONG OFM CONV,  

BISHOP OF PARRAMATTA  
 
Dear sisters and brothers,   
 
In the Gospel of Mark, the Resurrection takes place in 
silence! The three women went to the tomb in the silence 
of the night. They met an angel who told them Jesus, the 
crucified one, had risen. Then, trembling and bewildered, 
they fled.  
 
There is almost something modest and ordinary about it. 
There was a quiet, with a stillness that only love, and fear 
can create.  
 
Some in the early Church apparently had difficulty with 
the ‘silence’ of Mark. The ending was too sharp and 
abrupt for them. How could the Resurrection, which had 
begun in fear, not end in joy? How could it end in silence 
and even fear?    
 
But maybe our resurrection faith like that of Thomas, 
must always include an aspect of questioning, for the 
Easter mystery is so dazzling; it is beyond our rational 
comprehension.  
 
Our Trinitarian God is a mystery. A mystery is not a 
problem. A problem is a puzzle to which techniques can 
be applied, intuition brought to bear, and a solution 
found. Science tackles problems. It’s great at it. But a 
mystery is not amenable to that strategy. And life is 
littered with them.    
 
We especially see all around us the terrible mystery of 
evil, as it manifests itself in the chaos of the war and 
conflict in Myanmar, Ukraine, the Congo to name only a 
few places. And how can we ignore the grinding poverty 
of so many people and the ecological plight of our fragile 
precious planet? Human life is brutally devalued in the 
plight of refugees fleeing their homelands and in the 
tragedy of so many human beings whose precious dignity 
and vulnerable lives are threatened from 'the womb to 
the tomb.'   
 
We are also constantly bewildered by the ongoing 
injustice still perpetuated against indigenous peoples and 
the horror of violence especially against women and 
children. Not to mention the horrors of natural disasters 
like the recent tragic earthquakes in Turkey and Syria.   
 
Where can we turn as Easter people full of hope?   
 
Jesus is our only answer to these great mysteries that 
sometimes seem to overwhelm us. For all that we know 
of God is, of course, revealed definitively in Jesus of 
Nazareth.    

But have you noticed how many times in the Gospels 
Jesus himself asks questions, rather than gives answers? 
Our journey living the Paschal Mystery is often more 
about the questions than the answers. Pontius Pilate asks 
Jesus a series of questions and Jesus answers cryptically, 
as if to say, you are really missing the point.    
  
And have you noticed that our Holy Father, when unjustly 
criticised, also prefers to remain silent - rather than repay 
pettiness with revenge?   
 
Let’s recall then this Easter 2023 that the Easter Mystery 
moves us through the terrible suffering and death of the 
Son of God, the profound love and courage that kept the 
women by his side despite their own fears, and the time 
in the tomb, that in-between space in which we spend 
much of our own lives.    
 
It invites us to rest in mystery, and then the movement to 
the joyful moment of Resurrection where even the 
disciples do not have the right set of questions anymore 
because they fit the old answers.    
 
Is this not the journey of our whole lives: the movement 
from sorrow to courage to grief to waiting to joy, often 
holding elements of each at the same time?    
 
What are the questions stirring your soul these days? Can 
we make space to live in them, not needing to have the 
answers? The Synodal path we are on as a diocesan local 
church, is one way for us to listen to those on the margins 
and make room for the Holy Spirit in our busy lives.   
 
In the face of painful transition, let us be empowered by 
the presence of the risen Lord, calling us beyond the fear 
of the unknown. The paschal rhythm summons us to die 
to the old and rise to the new.  
 
My sisters and brothers. Jesus is Risen! Let’s journey with 
him once more on the road to Emmaus and encounter his 
mysterious presence in the breaking of the 
bread. Alleluia! 
 
Bishop Vincent  



Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
Six days before the Passover, when the Lord came into the city of 

Jerusalem, the children ran to meet him; in their hands they carried 

palm branches and with a loud voice cried out: Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy!  O gates, lift 

high your heads; grow higher, ancient doors.  Let him enter, the king of 

glory!  Who is this king of glory?  He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of 

glory.  Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed are you, who have come in 

your abundant mercy. 

 

First Reading Is 50:4-7 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may know how to 

reply to the wearied he provides me with speech. Each morning he 

wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord has opened my ear. 

For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my 

back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 

beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. The Lord 

comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the insults. So, too, I set 

my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
(R) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?  

1. All who see me deride me. They curl their lips, they toss their 

heads. ‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; let him release him 

if this is his friend.’  (R.) 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, a band of the wicked beset me. 

They tear holes in my hands and my feet. I can count every one of 

my bones.  (R.) 

3. They divide my clothing among them. They cast lots for my robe. O 

Lord, do not leave me alone, my strength, make haste to help me!  

(R.) 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren and praise you where they 

are assembled. ‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; all sons of 

Jacob, give him glory. Revere him, Israel’s sons.’  (R.) 

 

Second Reading Phil 2:6-11 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with 

God but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, and 

became as men are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and 

gave him the name which is above all other names so that all beings in 

the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at 

the name of Jesus and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  

Christ became obedient for us even to death dying 

on the cross. Therefore God raised him on high and 

gave him a name above all other names.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

 

Gospel Mt 27:11-54 

Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, the governor, and the 
governor put to him this question, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Jesus 
replied, ‘It is you who say it.’ But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and the elders he refused to answer at all. Pilate then said to 
him, ‘Do you not hear how many charges they have brought against 
you?’ But to the governor’s complete amazement, he offered no reply 
to any of the charges. 
At festival time it was the governor’s practice to release a prisoner for 
the people, anyone they chose. Now there was at that time a 

notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So when the crowd 
gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Which do you want me to release for 
you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?’ For Pilate knew it was 
out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 
Now as he was seated in the chair of judgement, his wife sent him a 
message, ‘Have nothing to do with that man; I have been upset all day 
by a dream I had about him.’ 
The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded the crowd to 
demand the release of Barabbas and the execution of Jesus. So when 
the governor spoke and asked them, ‘Which of the two do you want 
me to release for you?’ they said ‘Barabbas’. ‘But in that case,’ Pilate 
said to them ‘what am I to do with Jesus who is called Christ?’ They all 
said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ ‘Why?’ he asked ‘What harm has he done?’ 
But they shouted all the louder, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then Pilate saw 
that he was making no impression, that in fact a riot was imminent. So 
he took some water, washed his hands in front of the crowd and said, 
‘I am innocent of this man’s blood. It is your concern.’ And the people, 
to a man, shouted back, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ Then 
he released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be first scourged 
and then handed over to be crucified. 
The governor’s soldiers took Jesus with them into the Praetorium and 
collected the whole cohort around him. Then they stripped him and 
made him wear a scarlet cloak, and having twisted some thorns into a 
crown they put this on his head and placed a reed in his right hand. To 
make fun of him they knelt to him saying, ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ And 
they spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head with it. 
And when they had finished making fun of him, they took off the cloak 
and dressed him in his own clothes and led him away to crucify him. 
On their way out, they came across a man from Cyrene, Simon by 
name, and enlisted him to carry his cross. When they had reached a 
place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they gave him 
wine to drink mixed with gall, which he tasted but refused to drink. 
When they had finished crucifying him they shared out his clothing by 
casting lots, and then sat down and stayed there keeping guard over 
him. 
Above his head was placed the charge against him; it read: ‘This is 
Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ At the same time two robbers were 
crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 
The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said ‘So you 
would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days! Then save 
yourself! If you are God’s son, come down from the cross!’ The chief 
priests with the scribes and elders mocked him in the same way. ‘He 
saved others,’ they said ‘he cannot save himself. He is the king of 
Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in 
him. He put his trust in God; now let God rescue him if he wants him. 
For he did say, “I am the son of God.”’ Even the robbers who were 
crucified with him taunted him in the same way. 
From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth 
hour. And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, 
lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you deserted 
me?’ When some of those who stood there heard this, they said, ‘The 
man is calling on Elijah,’ and one of them quickly ran to get a sponge 
which he dipped in vinegar and putting it on a reed, gave it him to 
drink. ‘Wait!’ said the rest of them ‘and see if Elijah will come to save 
him.’ But Jesus again crying out in a loud voice, yielded up his spirit. 
At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the 
earth quaked; the rocks were split; the tombs opened and the bodies 
of many holy men rose from the dead, and these, after his 
resurrection, came out of the tombs, entered the Holy City and 
appeared to a number of people. Meanwhile the centurion, together 
with the others guarding Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all that 
was taking place, and they were terrified and said, ‘In truth this was a 
son of God.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon 
Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it, your will be 
done.  

 

Next Sunday: Sunday of the Resurrection 

Acts 10:34, 37-43; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  

BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ 
 

There is so much Scripture to read today – not to mention the 

blessing of Palms and procession – that any homily will have 
to be very brief. My chief aim will be to offer some reflections 

upon the Matthean approach to the Passion of Jesus. 
 

First, the Gospel of the Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. What is 

distinctive in the First Gospel’s account is the stress – typical 

for Matthew – upon the way Jesus fulfils Scripture (a blend of 
Isa 62:11 and Zec 9:9) by riding into the city on a colt. (So 

anxious, actually, is Matthew to have Jesus fulfil the prophecy 
of Zechariah exactly that he actually has him riding both the 

she-ass and her colt at the same time!) What Matthew wants 

to bring out is the truth that, though Jesus is entering David’s 
city as its Messianic king and is rightly acclaimed as such by 

his disciples, he is not doing so in the way of worldly rulers. 
They would enter seated on a magnificent white charger. He 

is coming in the way Scripture had foretold he would: riding 

the mount of the common people to make clear that he 
comes not as one who will lord it over people but, as the Son 

of Man who has come, ‘not to be served but to serve and give 
his life as a ransom for many’ (Matt 20:28). This agrees with 

the presentation of Jesus as the ‘Servant’ figure throughout 

the gospel (8:17; cf. Isa 53:4; 12:15-21; cf. Isa 42:1-4). 
 

The First Reading set down for the Mass, (Isaiah 50:4-9), is in 

fact the third of the Songs of the Servant of the Lord, each of 
which will be read during Holy Week, culminating in the 

reading of the last and greatest, Isa 52:13–53:12, on Good 
Friday. These four texts, in which the personal fate of the 

prophet and that of Israel are mysteriously intertwined, have 
from the beginning been crucial to Christian interpretation of 

Jesus’ passion and death. For the early believers they 

provided the ‘script’ for the otherwise totally unforeseen 
sufferings of the Messiah (Luke 24:27, 44-45; Acts 8:30-35). 
 

In the Second Reading, Phil 2:6-11, St Paul quotes what 
seems to be a hymn from an early Christian liturgy. The sense 

of Christ’s status – divine and human – that emerges at this 
early time, only a few decades after his all too human death 

upon a cross, is quite remarkable. What the hymn points to is 

that at three stages of his ‘career’ – pre-incarnate, incarnate 
up to death, and post-resurrection – the essential disposition 

of Christ is to pour himself out in self-emptying love. The 
‘obedience unto death’ displayed in the passion is absolutely 

continuous with the divine outpouring of love that led to the 

incarnation of the one whose nature was divine. The hymn 
thus provides the essential background and accompaniment 

to our consideration of the Passion of Jesus throughout Holy 
Week: behind every word, gesture and suffering is the 

outreach of divine love to an alienated world. 
 

St Matthew’s account of the Passion follows that of St Mark 

very closely but with certain additions that bring out an issue 

Matthew particularly wishes to stress. In the biblical tradition 
which Matthew inherited and of which he is so conscious, the 

shedding of innocent blood was considered a monstrous 
crime; guilt for shedding innocent blood could adhere to 

towns and communities down entire generations. If such a 

crime occurred, the key thing was to find the perpetrator and 
carry out the prescribed punishment and ritual so that the 

guilt would not remain a stain and pollution upon the 
community as a whole. Matthew invites us to contemplate 

the arrest and eventual execution of Jesus from this point of 
view – as a shedding of the most innocent blood the world 

has ever known. This haunting issue lends the Matthean 

Passion narrative great dramatic power – which is why it has 
inspired works of high art down the ages (notably J. S. Bach’s 

St Matthew Passion).  

So Matthew lingers on persons and episodes central to this 

issue. Most prominent is the tragic figure of Judas. We are 

told not only of his betrayal of Jesus but also of his 

subsequent remorse and his futile attempt to cleanse himself 

of guilt by getting the chief priests to take back the blood-

money (27:3-10). The priests will have none of this but, 

anxious to avoid any guilt themselves, use the money for a 

philanthropic purpose. Judas meanwhile, unable to forgive 

himself and unable, it would seem, to believe that he might 

find forgiveness and a fresh start with Jesus, goes off and 

hangs himself.  

 

Next, Pilate, warned by his wife to have nothing to do with 

‘that innocent man’ (27:19), washes his hands before the 

crowd, saying ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood’ (27:24), 

which of course he is not. Finally, the people as a whole 

answer, ‘His blood be upon us and upon our 

children’ (27:25). No verse in scripture has caused more 

suffering than this one. None needs such careful handling in 

preaching. In no sense does this cry, terrible as it is, mean 

that the crowd is taking upon itself responsibility for the 

death of Jesus down the generations, so that in some way 

the responsibility would fall upon Jewish people for all time. 

This would be a monstrous misinterpretation. Matthew’s 

gospel was written shortly after the Fall of Jerusalem to the 

Roman armies in 70 CE. Many other Jewish writings of the 

time cast about for a reason for that calamity. For Matthew 

the reason is that the citizens of Jerusalem, urged on by their 

leaders, called down upon themselves ‘and their children’ 

responsibility for the innocent blood of Jesus. ‘Their children’ 

refers strictly to the coming generation – the generation that 

would be in its mature years at the time when Jerusalem fell 

to the Romans. There is absolutely no suggestion that the 

responsiblity should somehow continue on or that it should 

adhere to the Jewish people as a whole. This needs to be 

made expressly clear. 

 

Early in the Passion narrative, when Jesus is arrested, one of 

his companions attempts to resist violently, cutting off the 

ear of the High Priest’s slave (26:51). Jesus rebukes him, 

pointing out that, if he wanted, he could appeal to his Father 

for twelve legions of angels (26:52-53). But then he adds, 

‘How then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must 

happen in this way?’ (26:54). This makes clear the absolute 

freedom with which he goes to his death – the freedom of 

self-sacrificial love. All that will happen – the betrayal, the 

miscarriage of justice, the shedding of innocent blood: all this 

evil – is gathered up and overcome by an overwhelming act 

of divine love, foretold in the scriptures. Even as Jesus dies 

there is already a hint of love’s victory as the earthquake and 

opening of tombs foreshadows the resurrection (27:50-54).  

From LiturgyHelp 



Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

The Centurion and his men who were keeping watch over 

Jesus were terror-stricken at seeing the earthquake and all 

that was happening and said: “Clearly this was the Son of 

God.”         Matthew 26: 14 – 27: 66 

 

Today’s  long  gospel-reading  is 

Matthew’s account of the trial, torture 

and execution of the man called Jesus 

of  Nazareth.  In  telling  the  story, 

Matthew followed a template that has 

been etched into the history of every 

culture and nation of our world. It is the story of the struggle 

that emerges when personal integrity clashes with national 

interest, when the status and security of the powerful are 

threatened by the wisdom and honesty of an individual who 

knows that  justice and freedom and the common good 

always trump the self-interest and privilege of the few. The 

forces of injustice, jealousy and betrayal that led to the 

crucifixion of Jesus have been played out in the downfall and 

demise of political leaders, geniuses and commoners alike, 

simply  because  those  in  positions  of  power  and  status 

regarded the very existence of such people as a threat to 

their comfort and personal ambition. Even in our own day and 

age, we have witnessed the demise of democratically-elected 

Presidents  and Prime Ministers  betrayed and ousted by 

colleagues whose ambition has known no bounds. 

 

In commenting on today’s gospel-reading, Jesuit priest, John 

Kavanaugh observed: “Christians may not feel the full impact 

of Passion Week because they fail to see that Jesus Christ is 

still betrayed for the sake of safe religion and imperious tribe 

and  nation.”  (p.  46,  The  Word  Embodied,  Orbis  Books, 

Maryknoll, N.Y. 1998) 

 

In every arena in which human beings vie with one another 

for superiority, there is the risk that truth, honesty and human 

decency will become casualties. The tragedy for Jesus was 

that competition simply had no place in his agenda. For three 

years he had been proclaiming and offering gratuitously to 

everyone he encountered the beneficent and boundless love, 

mercy, compassion and love of God. Those with status and 

power, insecure in their capacity to exercise their leadership 

responsibly and justly, chose to see Jesus as a threat and 

concocted a plot to rid themselves of him. His fate was 

sealed by an impassioned plea from Caiaphas, the incumbent 

High Priest, to the assembled members of the Sanhedrin: 

“‘You have no understanding whatever! Can’t you see that it 

is better for you to have one man die (for the people) than to 

have the whole nation destroyed.’…From that day onward, 

there was a plan afoot to kill him.” (John 11: 50-53) 

 

The plot that was hatched and carried to completion was no 

poorly  planned  exercise.  It  required  the  assent  and 

collaboration of the highest religious and civil officials of the 

Jewish nation and engaged the active participation of high-

ranking  members  of  the  occupying  Roman  army  and 

Provincial Government. Moreover, it relied on the carefully 

planned seduction of a key member of those who had an 

intimate knowledge of Jesus’ movements. Judas had to be 

identified,  persuaded  and  manipulated  into  the  role  he 

played. What was done to Jesus was not the result of some 

haphazard, amateurish plan to teach him a lesson about 

meddling in other people’s affairs. 

 

While we don’t know the make-up of the community for whom 

Matthew wrote his Gospel, scholars suggest that it probably 

was a group of neophyte Christians of Jewish ancestry living 

in a Jerusalem that was still under Roman control. That’s 

possibly why Matthew presented Pilate as a Governor who 

was  inclined  to  release  Jesus.  Matthew  was  probably 

reluctant  to  antagonise  an  occupying  force  with  whose 

brutality he was familiar. So, he described Pilate as a man 

who gave in to a group of Jews baying for blood. However, it 

would be simplistic for us to sheet home to the Jews the 

blame for Jesus’ death. Jesus died because his execution 

was  planned  by  powerful  people  hell-bent  on  ridding 

themselves of him. Let’s, then, be in no doubt that the blame 

cannot be attributed to a small group whose emotions had 

been worked into a frenzy by others stirring them on. And 

let’s be quite clear that anti-Semitism is totally foreign to the 

Gospel. 

 

Let’s also not forget that those who cried out for Jesus’ blood 

belonged to a people who were our spiritual ancestors. They 

are the people who gave us the Old or First Testament. Their 

descendants gave us the New Testament. The guilt we can so 

easily ascribe to those who demanded the execution of Jesus 

extends to us whenever we are silent in the face of injustice. 

No judicial system is perfect. We have all witnessed up close 

or from a distance “kangaroo courts” and inept  judicial 

enquiries. We all know of miscarriages of justice and judicial 

officials who have betrayed their trust. 

 

The kind of society of which we are a part  has always 

reserved its sternest judgement for those who betray the 

trust we have placed in them. Recall for a moment the 

judgements  we  make  about  ministers  of  religion  and 

government who are found to have committed some act of 

betrayal. What they are seen to have done is a betrayal of the 

trust that is vital for holding in place relationships that build 

the fabric of society. They are the relationships that bind 

together marriage partners and members of families. They 

are the relationships that are integral to church communities 

and to the professions of medicine, law and teaching. They 

are the relationships on which nations are built, that allow us 

to vote with confidence and freedom in State and National 

elections. 

 

I wonder if the harshness we extend to betrayers springs from 

a fear that there may be in ourselves a little bit of Judas. I am 

not comfortable with the thought that I, too, am capable of 

betraying the trust that others place in me. Matthew holds 

that mirror up to us in his description of how all twelve of the 

Apostles reacted when Jesus announced that one of them 

would betray him: 

“In the course of the meal (the Passover supper) Jesus 

said: ‘I assure you, one of you is about to betray me.’ 

Distressed at this, they began to say to him one after 

another: ‘Surely it is not I, Lord?’” (Matthew 26: 20-22) 

 

Psychologists and other astute observers of human behaviour 

tell us that the failings in others which we find most difficult 

to forgive are the ones we struggle with in our own lives. If we 

delude  ourselves  into  thinking  that  we  are  absolutely 

trustworthy, we can forget that every single one of us has a 

dark side. Nearly all the disciples failed when Jesus needed 

them to be faithful and loyal to him. Note, it was when there 

was risk to their own safety. Even though Thomas had rashly 

urged them to all to go and die with him, when real danger 

loomed, they disowned him and ran. If there is one clear 

message with which this gospel-reading leaves us, it is that 

all of us at some time in our lives will betray the one who lived 

and died for us. Despite our frailty, he still loves us endlessly.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Elleri Jones 

 Oliver Meniconi 
 Adelene Shrestha 

 Emmett Tuey 

 Ethan Tuey 

 

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 

Thursday 6 April 

No Morning Mass 

7:30pm Holy Thursday  

 

Friday 7 April 

No Morning Mass 

10:00am Stations of the Cross 

3:00pm Passion of the Lord 

 

Saturday 8 April 

No Morning Mass 

5.30pm The Easter Vigil (English) 

 

2023 - 2024  

Planned Giving Envelopes 
 

Parishioners registered with  

St Michael’s Planned Giving Program are asked to pick up 

their new envelopes  from the back of the Church.  The new 

envelopes commence on the week beginning 2nd April 

2023.  If you have recently changed your address, please 

advise the parish office so our records can be updated.  

Please do not use old envelopes after 26 March as some 

giving numbers have been changed.   

 

Thank you to all our Parishioners who so generously support 

the works of our Parish through the Planned Giving Program.  

If you would like to assist the Parish by contributing, could 

you please see Fr Wim or contact the Parish office 

(Ph: 9639 0598).    

MET FAITHLIFE SCRIPTURE COURSE: STARTING 

TUESDAY 2 MAY   
Want to learn more about different ways to pray? 

Sign up for the FaithLIFE 3-night short course on 

“Prayer” with Br Barry Donaghue, brought to you by 

the Mission Enhancement Team (MET). 6:30PM to 8:30PM on 

three Tuesday: 2 + 9 + 16 May. Downstairs at the Bishop 

Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown. RSVP via 

https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/  

MET WORSHIP LITURGICAL MUSIC WORKSHOP: 

THURSDAY 4 MAY  
Musicians, Clergy & Liturgy Planners are invited to 

attend a Music Workshop Presented by Eric Grella 

on Singing the Psalms & Chant on Thursday 4 May from 7pm 

to 8:30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. 

RSVP by 1 May to hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org    

THE FAITHFEED ON THE MOVE: 7 MAY   
Have questions about life & faith? Join with others 

on the search at The FaithFeed live studio audience 

- hosted by Glenbrook in the Mountains Deanery – 

all are welcome! The FaithFeed will be on Sunday 7 May at 

the parish hall after the 6PM mass. Doors open 7:00PM for a 

7:30PM start. The night will feature faith stories + live music 

+ activities + great conversation. Book now: https://

tinyurl.com/tffrego  

SOUL FOOD PODCAST – PASTORAL FORMATION  

Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast features 

life & faith stories of people from our diocesan 

family. Listen now for FREE via our website or on 

Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/  

The funeral Mass of Kath Sayer will be 
held  on Monday 3rd of April at 11:00am in  

St Michael’s Church. 

STAY FOR A CUPPA! 
 

Our next morning tea hosted by the Alpha team will be 

SUNDAY 9th April after 10am mass – Easter Sunday! 

We’d love you to stay and have a chat, while the kids play 

on the grass outside.  Morning tea will be served at the side 

entrance of the church.  

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Can I help too? Yes you can! ☺ 

Email Emma Baker alphateam2153@gmail.com 

https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/
mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
https://tinyurl.com/tffrego
https://tinyurl.com/tffrego
https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/
mailto:alphateam2153@gmail.com


Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Invitation: Listening Circles 

 
Time - 2:30 pm 

Date - Saturday 6th May 2023 
Parish Hall - Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills 
 
Members from both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s Communities are invited to attend a session of 

Listening Circles. Listening Circles have been designed for people to listen and talk about how they have been 

impacted by an event or incident that has affected people in the community.  

 

On this occasion, we will be talking about the decree of dissolution of the Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, 

South Baulkham Hills in March 2014 and how this event has impacted the people of both Our Lady of 

Lourdes and St Michael’s. 

 

For some, the decree has had little impact; for others, the change has brought distress, confusion, for others 

alienation. 

 

Other such sessions of Listening Circles indicate that people leave the gathering with a deeper understanding 

of what has happened to fellow parishioners where they have had the opportunity to share in a safe and 

confidential space. 

 

People from both communities will be trained to facilitate the small listening circles. 

 

For us to plan for the gathering, we need to know the number of attendees. 

 

Therefore, please indicate your desire to attend the session by completing the RSVP or sending an email to 

Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 

 

                  

 

R.S.V.P. Listening Circles 
 
I/We would like to attend the Listening Circles Session on Saturday 6th May at 2.30pm at 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Hall (under the church). 
 
Name(s) …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
  …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Telephone: ……………………………………………. 
 
Email:  ……………………………………………….. 

mailto:Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Carrington is a renowned chastity, relationships, sexuality, and 
Theology of the Body speaker. He is the founder of Fire Up Ministries 
and has completed studies at both the University of Notre Dame, 
Australia and the Theology of the Body Institute, USA.  
 
Simon has been active in youth/ young adults ministry for several years 
with a passionate focus on chastity, sexuality, apologetics, and 
Theology of the Body. Endorsed by Parousia Media, Simon has spoken to 
parishes and schools all over Sydney.  
 
This event is targeted towards young adults between the ages of 18-35 
but welcomes anyone who may wish to join.  
 
Here is the link to our Facebook event: https://fb.me/e/3jVw4czx3  

https://fb.me/e/3jVw4czx3


 

Children’s Guardian Act 2019 & 

the Child Safe Standards  
 

From 1 February 2023, the Children's Guardian 

now has power in law to take action to ensure 

organisations comply with the Child Safe 

Standards.  

 

From: https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-

scheme/implementing-child-safe-standards/our-

approach-compliance-and-enforcement  

 

What can each one of us do to actively 

demonstrate how the 10 Child Safe Standards 

play a very important role in ensuring children in 

our Parish are cared for and safe in our 

community? 

 

Our 6 points of Safeguarding Training 

demonstrates that each person in parish 

ministry is compliant in Standard 7. Our training 

also informs all those in parish life of their role 

and responsibility in ensuring each of the other 

Standards can be demonstrated as well. 

 

Each Parish Ministry is very important to our 

faith and local community. Let us all show this 

by our collective commitment to this training.  

 

If you are still to finalise your Safeguarding 

Training, please take advantage of the upcoming 

face to face opportunities around the Diocese. 

Next week the ‘New Year’s Dash Training’ begins 

at: Glenbrook, Rooty Hill, Springwood and 

Quakers Hill. Check with your Parish Office for 

dates and time.  You are welcome to register for 

any of these training sessions by contacting: 

safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 

 

If you would like to complete the training 

independently on our online training platform 

you can start these modules at any time and 

complete them at your own pace.   

 

Sign up onto the platform by clicking on this link: 

https://learning.safeguarding.org.au  

 

If you have any questions about the 

Safeguarding Training, please email Maria 

Kervin, Community Engagement and Education 

Officer at: maria.kervin@parracatholic.org  

 

 

Let’s get this done and show our Parishes 

are committed to building safe 

communities! 

Parish of  

Baulkham Hills 
 

 

2023 Sacramental Programme Details  

for The Sacraments of Initiation and the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation for Children of 

Catechetical Age who have been baptised. 
 

St Michael’s Church 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

 

Term 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation  

 children must be 7.5 years before the celebration 

 

 Online Registration :  

 Friday 16 to Friday 30 June 

 

 Parents’ Information Evening :  

 Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July 

  

 Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August  

        (venue, dates & times to be advised) 

 

 

Term 4 Sacrament of Eucharist  

 children must be 8.5 years before the celebration 

  

 Online Registration :  

 Friday 1 to Friday 15 September 

  

 Parents’ Information Evening :  

 Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September 

  

 Celebration at St Michael’s :  

 

 Friday 10 November / 17 November - 7.30pm,  

 Saturday 11 November /18 November - 2.30pm 

 Sunday 12 November /19 November - 12noon and 2.30pm 

  

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : 

 

 Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm 

 Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm 

 Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am 

https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement
https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement
https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement
mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au
mailto:maria.kervin@parracatholic.org


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Chadi Ibrahim SDB 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Kath Sayer, Kathleen Goonan, victims of the 
Corona Virus pandemic in NSW and around 
the world and those who have died in the 
Ukraine, Türkiye and Syria 
 
Anniversary:  
Luke Salkeld, Peter Gordon 
 
Sick: 
Baby Carter McGhie, Joey & Noah,  
Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Cathy Vella, 
Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, Barbara Ison, 
Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Jamal Kairouz, 
Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price, Katrina Obeid, 
Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, 
Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,  
Gizzella Gherm, Frank Jacobs, Hazel Clasquin, 
Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, Florgina Henry, 
Richard Miranda, Catherine Hemmings,  
Baby William Merhi, Joseph MacDermid,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

02 APRIL 2023 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

09 APRIL 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, 

M. D’Souza 
Easter Vigil Roster  

Sunday  

8.00 am 

D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, 

V. Vella 

M. Cameron, C. Worthington, 

G. Machado 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique 

J. Van Gend, M. Reefman, 

N. Dahlberg 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, D. Guia M. Moloney, M. Moloney 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 02 APRIL 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 09 APRIL 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, 

R. Gosper, L. Domanillo 
Easter Vigil Roster 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuniness 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

J. Macey, R. Macey, L. De La Cruz, 

S. Haskins 
P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  02.04.23 WEEK BEGINNING  09.04.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 02.04.23  :   

Team 3 :  R. McGuiness 

Counters 09.04.23  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 08.04.23 : 

D. Maglalang, N. Fernando 

Saturday 15.04.23 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 08th/09th April 2023 -  Masses:          Sat     5:30pm:    Easter Vigil Roster 

Sun    8am:       M. O’Loan        10am:       M. Ezzy          6pm:      Volunteer Required 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

