Parish of Baulkham ills
St Michagl’s Community

Fifth Sunday of lsgnt — 26th March 2023

PARISH NOTES

Dear Parishioners,

Next Sunday we begin Holy week - with Palm Sunday (or more
properly Passion Sunday of the Palms).

A reminder - please bring along your own palms, olive branches or
greenery of some sorts to celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem (and
if you can bring some extra for those who forget - that would be
appreciated).

The Easter Liturgy  timetable can be found at
www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au and in both the printed and
online version of the Bulletin.

In the meantime, | hope you are continuing to reflect on Lent in our
preparation for Easter via

e LECTIO DIVINA - EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT AFTER STATIONS
OF THE CROSS: Fr Chadi invites you to join him in the practice
of Lectio Divina each Friday of Lent, at 7.45pm after the
Stations of the Cross at 7pm in St Michael’s Church.

e STATIONS OF THE CROSS at Our Lady of Lourdes: Stations of
the Cross will also be held each Friday at Our Lady of Lourdes
at 7pm.

e TUESDAY MORNING REFLECTION AND ADORATION - LENTEN
CHANGE: During Lent, Fr Jessie will offer a reflection after the
9.15am Mass which will then be followed by Adoration and
Benediction, rather than immediate adoration.

e MONDAY MORNING - SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION GROUP: Each
Monday during school term, there is a scripture discussion
group in the Crying Room after the 9.15am Mass.

MASS LINK

The Mass link for this Saturday for Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year A and
available on YOUTUBE after that is https://youtube.com/live
AtFyOp9gMLQ. Please copy the link into browser if it does not
immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of
Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the link. We are
also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills
FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this
every week.

Please note that we have decided to continue this service as it
meets an important need for many people who are housebound and
unable to get to Church anymore.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Please continue to pray for those who are preparing for the
Sacrament of Confirmation

BISHOP’'S GOOD SHEPHERD APPEAL - this weekend
Support our seminarians to humbly serve our faith community
Our Holy Spirit Seminary in Harris Park is
preparing men who have been called by God to

be good shepherds to serve His people. Will

you support our seminarians to humbly serve

our faith community? Please give generously to

the Bishop’s Good Shepherd Appeal via the
envelopes in the pews, at https://
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan

this QR code. Thank you for accompanying our
seminarians on their spiritual journey to become priests.

LISTENING CIRCLES

Members from both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael's
Communities are invited to attend a session of Listening Circles,
designed for people to listen and talk about how they have been
impacted by an event or incident that has affected people in the
community.

In this case the event is the dissolving of Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish, South Baulkham Hills in March 2014. For some, the decree
has had little impact; for others, the change has brought distress,
confusion, for others alienation. The Listening Circles provide an
opportunity to listen.

The Listening Circles will be held at 2.30pm on Saturday, May 6 at
Our Lady of Lourdes parish Hall. Further details in the bulletin.

POPE FRANCIS - THE PASSION FOR CATECHESIS

This week Pope Francis resumed his catechesis on The Passion For
Evangelization: The Apostolic Zeal Of The Believer. His theme this
week is: “The first way of evangelization: witness (cf. Evangelii
nuntiandi)”

A summary of his catechesis is provided here.

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis on
missionary zeal, we now consider the teaching of Saint Paul VI in
his Apostolic Exhoration Evangelii nuntiandi, on evangelization
in the modern world. Pope Paul insisted that evangelization is
primarily a personal witness to the Gospel and its saving truth.
For this reason, he stressed the importance, in all the baptized,
of a living faith in the triune God, manifested in a life of holiness
fully consistent with the message we proclaim. Holiness of life,
grounded in the gift of the Holy Spirit received in baptism, is the
source of our zeal to share with others the treasure of new life
and hope that is ours. Pope Paul went on to say that the Church
not only evangelizes, but is herself evangelized, that is,
constantly called to conversion and interior renewal in the Spirit.
A Church that evangelizes is entirely turned to God, the source
of our salvation, and, at the same time, entirely engaged in a
creative dialogue with the world, cooperating with the Lord’s
gracious plan for the unity and peace of our human family.

THE DECEASED
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Kathleen Goonan, Owen Sela, Ruth Austin,
Varini Obeyesekere

Anniversaries: Laurie Williams, Rose Fernandes, Michael Yuen,
Margaret Martin, Gertrude & Emmanuel Rajaratnam

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with the
proper recording for the second collection, please include your
envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests
BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection - for support
of the Parish,

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael's Baulkham Hills

Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
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Pope Francis and the Passion for
Evangelisation

In his address in Italian, the Pope continued his cycle of catechesis
on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal of the
believer, focusing on the theme: “The first way of evangelization:
witness (cf. Evangelii nuntiandi)” (Bible reading: 1 Pt 3:8-9).

Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one
another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay
evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay
with a blessing. It is for this that you were called—that you
might inherit a blessing.

Catechesis of the Holy Father

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

Today we will listen to the “magna carta” of evangelization in the
contemporary world: Saint Paul VI's Apostolic Exhortation
Evangelii nuntiandi (EN, 8 December 1975). It is topical, it was
written in 1975 but it is as though it were written yesterday.
Evangelization is more than just simple doctrinal and moral
transmission. It is, first and foremost, witness — one cannot
evangelize without witness — witness of the personal encounter
with Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word in which salvation is fulfilled.
An indispensable witness because, firstly, the world “is calling for
evangelizers to speak to it of a God whom the evangelists
themselves should know and be familiar with” (EN, 76). It is not to
transmit an ideology or a “doctrine” on God, no. It is to transmit
God who is living in me: this is witness, and moreover, because
“modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers,
and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are
witnesses” (ibid., 41). The witness of Christ, then, is at the same
time the first means of evangelization (cf. ibid., and an essential
condition for its efficacy (cf. ibid., 76), so that the proclamation of
the Gospel may be fruitful. Being witnesses.

It is necessary to remember that witness also includes professed
faith, that is, convinced and manifest adherence to God the Father
and Son and Holy Spirit, who created us out of love, and redeemed
us. A faith that transforms us, that transforms our relationships,
the criteria and the values that determine our choices. Witness,
therefore, cannot be separated from consistency between what
one believes and what one proclaims, and what one lives. One is
not credible just by stating a doctrine or an ideology, no. A person
is credible if there is harmony between what he or she believes
and lives. Many Christians only say they believe, but they live
something else, as if they did not. And this is hypocrisy. The
opposite of witness is hypocrisy. How many times we hear, “Ah,
this person goes to Mass every Sunday and then he lives like this,
or that”: it is true, it is counter-witness.

Every one of us is required to respond to three fundamental
questions, posed in this way by Paul VI: “Do you believe what you
are proclaiming? Do you live what you believe? Do you preach
what you live?” (cf. ibid.). Is there harmony: do you believe | what
you proclaim? Do you live what you believe? Do you proclaim
what you live? We cannot be satisfied with easy, pre-packaged
answers. We are called upon to accept the risk, albeit destabilized,
of the search, trusting fully in the action of the Holy Spirit who
works in each one of us, driving us ever further: beyond our
boundaries, beyond our barriers, beyond our limits, of any type.

In this sense, the witness of a Christian life involves a journey of
holiness, based on Baptism, which makes us “sharers in the divine

nature; in this way they are really made holy” (Dogmatic
Constitution Lumen gentium, 40). A holiness that is not reserved to
the few; that is a gift from God and demands to be received and
made to bear fruit for ourselves and for others. Chosen and
beloved by God, must bring this love to others. Paul VI teaches
that the zeal for evangelization springs from holiness, it springs
from the heart that is filled with God. Nourished by prayer and
above all by love for the Eucharist, evangelization in turn increases
holiness in the people who carry it out (cf. EN, 76). At the same
time, without holiness, the word of the evangelizer “will have
difficulty in touching the heart of modern man”, and “risks being
vain and sterile” (ibid.).

Therefore, we must be aware that the people to whom
evangelization is addressed are not only others, those who profess
other faiths or who profess none, but also ourselves, believers in
Christ and active members of the People of God. And we must
convert every day, receive the word of God and change our life:
every day. And this is how the heart is evangelized. To bear this
witness, the Church as such must also begin by evangelizing
herself. If the Church does not evangelize herself, she remains a
museum piece. Instead, it is by evangelizing herself that she is
continually updated. She needs to listen unceasingly to what she
must believe, to her reasons for hoping, to the new
commandment of love. The Church, which is a People of God
immersed in the world, and often tempted by idols — many of
them — and she always needs to hear the proclamation of the
works of God. In brief, this means that she has a constant need of
being evangelized, she needs to read the Gospel, to pray and to
feel the force of the Spirit changing her heart (cf. EN, 15).

A Church that evangelizes herself in order to evangelize is a Church
that, guided by the Holy Spirit, is required to walk a demanding
path, a path of conversion and renewal. This also entails the ability
to change the ways of understanding and living its evangelizing
presence in history, avoiding taking refuge in the protected zones
of the logic of “it has always been done this way”. They are the
refuges that cause the Church to sicken. The Church must go
forward, she must grow continually; in this way she will remain
young. This Church is entirely turned to God, therefore a
participant in his plan of salvation for humanity, and, at the same
time, entirely turned towards humanity. The Church must be a
Church that dialogically encounters the contemporary world, that
weaves fraternal relationships, that generates spaces of
encounter, implementing good practices of hospitality, of
welcome, of recognition and integration of the other and of
otherness, and that cares for the common home that is creation.
That is, a Church that dialogically encounters the contemporary
world, that dialogues with the contemporary world, but that
encounters the Lord every day, and dialogues with the Lord, and
allows the Holy Spirit, the agent of evangelization, to enter.
Without the Holy Spirit we can only publicize the Church, not
evangelize. It is the Spirit in us that drives us towards
evangelization, and this is the true freedom of the children of God.

Dear brothers and sisters, | renew my invitation to you to read and
re-read Evangelii nuntiandi: | will tell you the truth, | read it often,
because it is Saint Paul VI's masterpiece, it is the legacy he left to
us, to evangelize.



Fifth Sunday of Lent

Entrance Antiphon

Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a nation
that is faithless. From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, for
you, O God, are my strength .

First Reading Ezek 37:12-14
The Lord says this: | am now going to open your graves; | mean
to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to
the soil of Israel. And you will know that | am the Lord, when |
open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and | shall resettle
you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have
said and done this - it is the Lord who speaks.

Responsorial Psalm
(R) With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

1. Out of the depths | cry to you, O Lord, Lord, hear my voice! O
let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleading. (R.)

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord, who would
survive? But with you is found forgiveness: for this we revere
you. (R.)

3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, | count on his word. My soul is
longing for the Lord more than watchman for daybreak. (Let
the watchman count on daybreak and Israel on the
Lord.).” (R.)

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of
redemption, Israel indeed he will redeem from all its iniquity.
(R)

Second Reading Rom 8:8-11
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be
pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the
unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made
his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ
you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is
because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself
because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised
Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies
through his Spirit living in you.

Gospel Acclamation

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever
believes in me will not die for ever.

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel Jn 11:1-45
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of
Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was ill. -
It was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair.
The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love
is ill.” On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will
end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of
God will be glorified.’
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he
heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two more
days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.” The
disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to
stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied:

‘Are there not twelve hours in the day?

A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling

because he has the light of this world to see by;

but if he walks at night he stumbles,

because there is no light to guide him.’
He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, | am
going to wake him.” The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able
to rest he is sure to get better.” The phrase Jesus used referred
to the death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant
‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your
sake | am glad | was not there because now you will believe. But
let us go to him.” Then Thomas - known as the Twin - said to
the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for
four days already. Bethany is only about two miles from
Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard
that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained
sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here,
my brother would not have died, but | know that even now,
whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.” ‘Your brother’ said
Jesus to her ‘will rise again.” Martha said, ‘I know he will rise
again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said:

‘Il am the resurrection and the life.

If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live,

and whoever lives and believes in me

will never die.

Do you believe this?’
‘Yes, Lord,” she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of
God, the one who was to come into this world.’
When she had said this, she went and
called her sister Mary, saying in a low
voice, ‘The Master is here and wants to
see you.’” Hearing this, Mary got up quickly
and went to him. Jesus had not yet come
into the village; he was still at the place
where Martha had met him. When the
Jews who were in the house sympathising
with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go
out, they followed her, thinking that she
was going to the tomb to weep there.
Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw
herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” At the sight of her tears, and those
of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with a
sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put
him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept; and the Jews
said, ‘See how much he loved him!” But there were some who
remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not
have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached
the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus
said, ‘Take the stone away.” Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he
will smell; this is the fourth day.” Jesus replied, ‘Have | not told
you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they
took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said:

‘Father, | thank you for hearing my prayer.

| knew indeed that you always hear me,

but | speak

for the sake of all these who stand round me,

so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here!
Come out!’” The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound
with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to
them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’
Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what
he did believed in him.

Communion Antiphon
Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever, says
the Lord.

Next Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14-27:66




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

Today the sequence of long readings from the Fourth Gospel that
are a feature of the Lenten season in Year A comes to a climax with
the account of Jesus’ raising of his friend Lazarus from the dead.
The remaining readings are short - possibly in view of the length of
the Gospel. Each, however, in its own way takes up the theme of
resurrection and so prepares the way for Jesus’ calling forth Lazarus
from the grave.

The short First Reading (Ezekiel 37:12-14) comes from the climax of
Ezekiel’'s famous image of the valley of dry bones. When the
prophet, in obedience to God’s command, addresses the bones and
bids them hear the word of the Lord, they come together and are
clad with flesh and sinew to form once again a multitude of living
people. The image indicates God’s intent to recreate scattered and
exiled Israel as a renewed people back in her own land. Then Israel
will know God as One who truly brings life out of death.

The Pauline passage that forms the Second Reading, Romans 8:8-
11, really needs the previous seven verses to make full sense. Also,
it is important to be aware that Paul’s distinction between ‘flesh’
and ‘spirit’ does not correspond to one between body (matter) and
soul (immateriality). Both indicate possibilities of living. To live
according to the flesh is to have one’s existence determined by a
deep-seated selfishness that can only lead to final separation from
God. But the gift of the Spirit - imparted as a consequence of the
sending of God’s Son (8:3-4) - allows the influence of Christ’s
radical unselfishness (Phil 2:6-8; Rom 15:3) to flow through the
lives of believers. Living ‘according to the Spirit’ in this way sets us
in line to share Christ’s risen life. In this sense the Spirit is truly the
agent of resurrection.

Jesus’ raising of Lazarus, read as today’s Gospel (John 11:1-45), is
really the climax of his public life in the Fourth Gospel. This miracle
is the last straw, as far as the authorities are concerned, and leads
immediately into the plot to arrest him and bring about his death
(11:47-53). So it is important to grasp from the start that when
Jesus leaves the ‘safe country’ (on the east side of the Jordan river),
where he is when the news of Lazarus’ iliness is brought to him, and
enters Judea to give life to his friend, he is putting his own life at
mortal risk. In the end, as it turns out, he gives life to Lazarus at the
cost of his own.

Note, however, the odd reaction of Jesus when the message from
the sisters of Lazarus is brought to him. The narrative underlines
several times how much Jesus loves Lazarus and his sisters (v. 3, v.
5, v. 36). Yet immediately after being reminded of that we are told,
‘Yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for
two more days before saying to the disciples, “Let us go to
Judea™ (v. 6). Is this the action of love? By delaying in this way and
so (allowing time for the message to arrive and for travel to Judea)
Jesus in effect lets Lazarus die. Gently, but quite clearly
nonetheless, the sisters, Martha and Mary, bring this out in their
separate but identical words of remonstrance when eventually Jesus
arrives at Bethany: ‘Lord, if you had been here my brother would not
have died’ (v. 21; v. 32). Both sisters, then, give expression to an
aspect of grief commonly felt by those mourning the recent death of
loved ones: a numbing sense of God’s absence.

Jesus’ interaction with Martha (11:20-27) is the centrepiece of the
whole story. After Martha’s wistful remonstrance Jesus assures her,
in a rather ambiguous way, ‘Your brother will rise again’. Martha’s
response to this is simply to express belief in her brother’s eventual
share in the resurrection of the just at the last day - a comforting
thought from her conventional faith but not one that really
addresses the present loss. In response she hears from Jesus one
of his most majestic utterances:

‘l am the resurrection and the life;

those who believe in me, even though they die, will live;

and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.

Do you believe this?’

Jesus sweeps the perspective from the indefinite future (‘the last
day’) to the present: ‘Il am ...". He also generalises it in the sense
that no longer is Lazarus simply in view but all believers - and all

those who, like Lazarus’ sisters, will mourn the loss of loved ones.
The statement does not deny that believers will continue to die, that
is, die in a physical sense. But their ‘living’ and ‘believing’ in Jesus
will ensure that physical death is not the end of the story. In this
sense they ‘will live’ and ‘will never die’, that is, die eternally. Two
senses of ‘die’ are in view. Nor is it is just a matter of rising ‘on the
last day’. Faith in Jesus and living in that faith communicates a
share here and now in the eternal life that is the very life of God. The
whole point of Jesus’ mission from the Father is to communicate life
in this exalted sense to human beings (John 1:4, 12-13; 10:10b,
28).

In the end, of course, Jesus does bring Lazarus back to life - after
his being dead in the tomb for four days, a length of time after
which, it was believed, corruption would have set in irreversibly.
Although this stupendous miracle forms the dramatic climax of the
narrative, it is not really the theological highpoint. That occurs in the
exchange between Jesus and Martha that we have just reviewed.
What Lazarus receives is simply a return to this present human
life, a brief reprieve from death, so to speak, from which one day he
will have to succumb once more. However, in line with the pattern
we have observed in regard to all these long narratives in the Fourth
Gospel, the miraculous remedying of a human need - here the very
basic need for life itself - functions as a symbol of a much more
significant gift that Jesus has come to give, not just to individuals
such as Lazarus, but to all who respond in faith. The restoration of
Lazarus to physical human life is a symbol of the ‘eternal life’ which
Jesus, as ‘Resurrection and Life’, comes to impart to all.

In this connection let us recall how the opening dialogue between
Jesus and the very reluctant disciples made the point that Jesus
would be putting his own life at mortal risk by leaving a region of
safety for him (across the Jordan) and going to Judea to attend to
Lazarus. In this way the episode becomes a paradigm of the whole
saving mission of the Son of God. As stated earlier in the gospel:
‘God so loved the world that he gave up his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish (in eternal death) but
have eternal life’ (3:16). In obedience to this mission the Son left
the ‘safe country’ of his eternal dwelling with the Father ‘in the
beginning’ (1:1-2) to enter our world, where he will be in mortal
danger, a danger actualised in his arrest, trial, and death upon the
cross. Herein lies the most profound truth of the story: Lazarus
stands in for each one of us. Each one of us is the friend ‘whom
Jesus loved’, the one for whom he left his “safe country’ in order to
bring from (eternal) death at the cost of his own life. The Fourth
Gospel wants each one of us to hear or read the Passion in the
ceremonies of Holy Week, especially Good Friday, saying all along,
‘This is for love of me; this is to rescue me from death and give me
life.’

In the persons of the grieving sisters, the Gospel also addresses
grief in the Christian community, aptly called the ‘community of
eternal life’. Jesus does not abolish physical death. Just as, to the
sisters’ dismay, he let Lazarus die, so he lets us and our loved ones
die. His ‘remedy’, as he hinted to Martha, is to be ‘the Resurrection
and the Life’ in a more profound way. This is not just ‘theological
comfort’. The emotion Jesus displays (four times mentioned and
including an element of anger as well as grief) shows a divine
sharing in the complex emotions that make up human response to
death. Though he has come to give eternal life, Jesus weeps over
our death and the deaths of those we love and mourn.

From LiturgyHelp



Fifth Sunday of Lent

“I will put my breath in them, bring them back to life and let them
live in their own land.” Ezekiel 37: 12-14

“Jesus said: ‘Take away the stone.” Martha said to him: ‘Lord, by
now he’ll smell; this is the fourth day.’ ...Then Jesus cried out loudly:
‘Lazarus, here! Come out!” ...Jesus said to them: ‘Unbind him, let
him go free.” John 11: 1-45

All three of today’s readings turn
their attention to the promise of
resurrected life extended to all
who put their faith in God and
God’s Son, Jesus Christ. Ezekiel
presents the story of the
revivification of the dry bones - a
parable about Israel’s resurrection
as a nation. In the second reading
from Romans, Paul assures all who trust that God’s Spirit is alive in
them that God will raise them to eternal life in the same way as he
raised up Jesus from the grave. The gospel-reading not only gives us
John’s account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the tomb but
challenges us to become agents of resurrection in our own lives and
in the lives of those around us.

We cannot read the story of Lazarus without reflecting, at least in
passing, on the certainty that we, too, will die. But when, where and
how, we know not. Still, we human beings together spend billions of
dollars annually on our efforts to live as long as possible. We buy
products that promise to keep us looking youthful. We hire personal
trainers, and exercise in gyms to keep our bodies slim and flexible.
Deep down it seems that the fear of dying is a strong motivator. Yet,
Tolstoy asserted that anyone over thirty-five who doesn’t give a lot of
thought to dying is a fool, and, in contrast, the Anglo-American
novelist, Susan Ertz observed: “Millions long for immortality who
don’t know what to do on a rainy, Sunday afternoon.”

But, while, in the course of the gospel-reading, Jesus reiterated to
Martha (and to all of us) his promise of resurrection, the response
Martha gave was a safe one, without being an expression of
resounding confidence. Her response prods me to consider my
response. The question from Jesus hangs there for all of us to
answer. What's more, it follows what is arguably the farthest-
reaching, most powerful and most hope-filled promise attributed to
Jesus by John in his Gospel: “I am the resurrection and the life:
whoever believes in me, though she/he should die, will come to life;
and whoever is alive and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” (John 11: 25-26) The mere formulation of my
authentic response will tell me a lot about the strength or weakness
of my faith commitment to Jesus.

While the focus of today’s gospel-reading is the actual account of
the raising of Lazarus with its revelation of God’s power working
through Jesus to overcome death and renew life, there are other
significant aspects of the story equally worthy of our consideration.
For example, Jesus utters three commands: “Take away the stone.”
“Lazarus here, come out!” and “Unbind him and let him go free.”

Martha’s warning of the distinct possibility of a very unpleasant
stench demonstrates her practicality. Jesus, however, invites a
different possibility. Nobody opens a tomb merely to find a decaying
body. By directing the tomb to be opened, Jesus was implying that
there was a brighter possibility behind the initial stench. Implicit in
that action is an invitation for all of us to admit that even in the most
unpleasant experiences of our lives are yet undetected possibilities
for good. The emergence of Lazarus from the tomb in response to
Jesus’ next command was testimony to Jesus’ power over life and
death. But the miracle came to its full conclusion only after Jesus
engaged those gathered around to participate in setting Lazarus
completely free.

Lent as a whole, and this gospel-reading in particular, hold God’s
invitation to us to emerge from the metaphorical tombs in which we
find ourselves locked because of our own decisions or through

circumstances imposed on us. We can trap ourselves with
addictions to things like gambling, junk-food, complaining, criticising
others, pessimism, guilt. In addition, as members of the wider
community of Christians we are invited by Jesus to work to free our
sisters and brothers who are bound by social injustices like blocked
access to clean water, insufficient opportunities for education and
employment, and insufficient relief to deal with the natural disasters
of fire, flood, earthquake and famine. Then there are those forced to
flee their homeland because of war, persecution and terrorism. How
might we assist them?

There is deep irony in the fact that the continuation of this gospel-
reading records how Caiaphas proposed a plan to dispatch Jesus.
Jesus was to be murdered for bringing Lazarus back to life.
Speaking to a group of Pharisees, Caiaphas proposed: “You have no
understanding whatever! Can’t you see that it is better for you to
have one man die for the people than to have the whole nation
destroyed?” (John 11: 49-50) There is a double irony a little later
when the chief priests revealed that they planned to kill Lazarus,
too, because many Jews were switching their allegiance to Jesus
“believing in him on account of Lazarus.” (John 12: 11). Did Jesus,
then, weep in front of Lazarus’ tomb because he realised that he
was about to restore him to life only to lose him as a martyr?

All three readings today highlight the message that love will triumph
over death. And love is often found in the most unexpected of
places. So let me conclude with a story that comes from Fr William
Bausch whom | recently quoted in one of these reflections:

When a young couple found that they were about to have a baby
daughter, they set to preparing their young son to welcome his new
baby sister. Young Michael began to sit beside his mother, Karen,
morning, afternoon and night and put his hand on her tummy to feel
his baby sister developing inside. He soon took to singing to his little
sister the only song he knew: You are my sunshine. The pregnancy
progressed normally until the time of birth was imminent. It was
then that complications developed. After hours of labour, the little
girl was born, but she was in a serious condition and had to be
admitted to the neonatal intensive care unit (ICU) at St Mary’'s
Hospital.

Over the next few days, the baby’s condition deteriorated so much
that the paediatric specialist told her parents that there was little
hope for her survival. Sadly, the parents set about preparing for a
funeral. Meanwhile, young Michael kept insisting that he be taken to
visit his new sister and sing to her. However, hospital regulations
don’t allow children into the ICU. Michael did not stop pleading to be
allowed to visit and sing. Deciding that the little boy would not see
his sister alive if she delayed, Karen agreed to sneak Michael into
the ICU. She dressed him in an oversized scrub suit so that he
looked a bit like a walking laundry basket. However, he did not
escape the notice of the head nurse who bellowed: “Get that kid out
of here now! No children allowed!

Karen’s motherly instinct expressed itself strongly. She looked the
nurse in the eye and stated firmly: “He’s not leaving here until he
sings to his sister!” With that, she led Michael over to look at the
baby lying wired-up in a tiny humidicrib. Without hesitating, Michael
launched into what he had come to do and sweetly sang: “You are
my sunshine, my only sunshine, you make me happy when skies are
grey...”

The change was almost instant. The tiny baby’s breathing became
calm, and a monitor indicated a steady pulse rate. And Michael kept
singing: “You never know dear, how much | love you. Please don’t
take my sunshine away.” Now there was no stopping him. Somehow,
he saw something change in the little girl, and on he went: “The
other night, dear, as | lay sleeping, | dreamt | held you in my arms...”
Tears streamed down the face of the bossy nurse as Michael
pressed on to the end: “...Please don’t take my sunshine. away” The
very next day, the little girl was allowed to go home. Woman’s Day
described it as “the miracle of a brother's song”. Karen called it a
miracle of God’s love. The doctors and nurses called it a miracle.
Maybe we could call it the Lazarus story rerun. Love is truly stronger
than death.

Julian McDonald cfc.AO



6 April

7 April

8 April

9 April

St Michael’s Church

Thursday of the Lord’s Supper
(Holy Thursday)
NO MORNING MASSES

7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Friday of the Passion of the Lord
(Good Friday)

10.00am Stations of the Cross
(organised by Youth)
(Followed by Confession)

3.00pm Celebration of the Passion of
the Lord
(Followed by Confession)

Holy Saturday

NO MORNING MASSES

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection
of the Lord

5.30pm The Easter Vigil
Sunday of the Resurrection

8.00am, 10.00am & 6.00pm
Masses of the Resurrection

Our Lady of Lourdes Church

6 April Thursday of the Lord’s Supper
(Holy Thursday)
NO MORNING MASSES

7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(English and Korean)

7 April Friday of the Passion of the Lord
(Good Friday)

10.30am Stations of the Cross
(Followed by Confession)

3.00pm Celebration of the Passion
of the Lord (English)
(Followed by Confession)

8 April Holy Saturday
NO MORNING MASSES
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection
of the Lord

6.00pm The Easter Vigil (English)

9 April Sunday of the Resurrection
9.30am Mass of the Resurrection

Individual Reconciliation

St Michael’s Good Friday

after Stations and Passion
Easter Saturday 9.00-10.30am
NO EVENING CONFESSIONS

OLOL Church Good Friday

after Stations and Passion
Easter Saturday 5.00pm

2nd Rite of Reconciliation

St Michael’s  Monday 3rd April 7.30pm




Congratulations to

+ Theo Johnson
+ Julian Vittachi-Singh

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week

Our Week

Friday 31 March
7:00pm Stations of the Cross at St Michael’s and OLOL
7:45pm Lectio Divina at St Michael’s

Advance Notice - Daylight Saving

This year, daylight saving commences at
d.00am on next Sunday Znd April

Clocks go backward one hour

VOLUNTEERS - PASCHAL TRIDUUM 2023

We would like to invite those available, to volunteer to
minister at the ceremonies of the Easter Triduum,
commencing with

% Holy Thursday evening 6 April (7.30pm),
% Good Friday 7 April (3pm) and
¢ Easter Vigil (5.30pm) on Holy Saturday 8 April.

Please note normal rosters will apply to all Easter Sunday
Masses. Additional Extraordinary Ministers may be needed
for the Sunday Masses. If you are able to assist in any way,
please complete the form located in the back sacristy and
return to the parish office or the sacristy by Friday March 31
or email admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

CYP GoobD FRIDAY NIGHT WALK: FRIDAY 7 APRIL
Young people are invited to join Catholic Youth
Parramatta and Bishop Vincent for the annual
21km Good Friday Night Walk from Blacktown to
the Cathedral. For more information and to register
visit https://parracatholic.org/goodfridaywalk/

Please register your interest at the link https://
www.abc.net.au/ganda/studio-audience/ and in the last
question, Q.15 “How did you hear about us” please write:
ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH. Please see noticeboard for details.

2023 -2024
Planned Giving Envelopes

Parishioners registered with

St Michael’s Planned Giving Program

are asked to pick up their new envelopes from the back of
the Church. The new envelopes commence on the week
beginning 2nd April 2023. If you have recently changed your
address, please advise the parish office so our records can
be updated. Please do not use old envelopes after 26
March as some giving numbers have been changed.

Thank you to all our Parishioners who so generously support
the works of our Parish through the Planned Giving Program.
If you would like to assist the Parish by contributing, could
you please see Fr Wim or contact the Parish office

(Ph: 9639 0598).

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY will be celebrated at

Our Lady of the Rosary parish on Sunday 16

April starting with Exposition of the Blessed

Sacrament at 1pm followed by a Procession,
Rosary in five languages, Divine Mercy Novena, Divine Mercy
Chaplet and Benediction before Holy Mass at 3pm.
Confessions from 1pm. Piety items for sale. Bring pictures
and statues for special blessing. Refreshments available after
Holy Mass. Everyone is most welcome.

PROJECT COMPASSION SUNDAY
25 & 26 MARCH

Project Compassion brings together Australian
schools, parishes and supporters to raise funds
for people in vulnerable communities across the
world. This year, we introduced you to the story of
four inspiring people whose lives have been
transformed with your generous support: Laxmi,
Tereesa, Priscilla and Thu.

Today, they are creating a better world for their families, their
communities and for all future generations.

Project Compassion is a demonstration of the faith, empathy
and generosity of our supporters. It is the lifeblood of Caritas
Australia - without it, we could not do the vital work we do.

Thank you for helping transform lives today and for all future
generations. Please donate to Project Compassion 2023.
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their
challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Future
Generations.

You can donate through Project Compassion
donation boxes and envelopes available from
your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-
compassion, or by calling 1800 024 413

Photo: Richard Wainwright/Caritas Australia



mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:bettyc@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://parracatholic.org/goodfridaywalk/
https://www.abc.net.au/qanda/studio-audience/
https://www.abc.net.au/qanda/studio-audience/

Parish of Baulkham Hills
Invitation: Listening Circles

Time - 2:30 pm
Date - Saturday 6™ May 2023
Parish Hall - Our Lady of Lourdes Church
1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills

Members from both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s Communities are invited to attend a session of
Listening Circles. Listening Circles have been designed for people to listen and talk about how they have been
impacted by an event or incident that has affected people in the community.

On this occasion, we will be talking about the decree of dissolution of the Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes,
South Baulkham Hills in March 2014 and how this event has impacted the people of both Our Lady of

Lourdes and St Michael’s.

For some, the decree has had little impact; for others, the change has brought distress, confusion, for others
alienation.

Other such sessions of Listening Circles indicate that people leave the gathering with a deeper understanding
of what has happened to fellow parishioners where they have had the opportunity to share in a safe and
confidential space.

People from both communities will be trained to facilitate the small listening circles.

For us to plan for the gathering, we need to know the number of attendees.

Therefore, please indicate your desire to attend the session by completing the RSVP or sending an email to
Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

R.S.V.P. Listening Circles

I/We would like to attend the Listening Circles Session on Saturday 6" May at 2.30pm at
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Hall (under the church).

EMails e


mailto:Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

WHAT ARE VINNIES SUPPORT CENTRES?
Vinnies Support Centres are client-centered
support and referral services operated by the St
Vincent de Paul Society. They offer face to face
support to those in the community who require
financial, food or material assistance. The support
teams will work with you to offer the best possible
support for your needs and link you in with the
Society’s Conference home visitation teams or
Vinnies Services.

WHAT ARE OUR AIMS?

We provide advocacy, referrals and support in
navigating the appropriate services. We'll have a
conversation with you and allow you the time and
space to discuss your needs. Our aim is to give
you what you need to make informed decisions
and improve your circumstances.

HOW DO WE DO IT?
We provide support and information through
options such as:
e Advocating in your interests
o Referral to relevant services
o Assistance with completing forms and housing
applications
e Resources and information
o Use of a computer (conditions apply)
o Assistance with bills (eg. utility bills)
e Food parcels and material aid (limits apply)
e Support in applying for the No Interest Loans
scheme (NILS)
e Linking people in with the Society’s
Conference home visitation teams

LOCATIONS & CONTACT DETAILS
+ Blacktown: 23 David Lane, Blacktown Ph:
8861 9777 Assisting clients in the Prospect &
Hills local government areas.







PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

2023 Sacramental Programme Details
for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age
who have been baptised.

St Michael’s Church ~ 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills
Our Lady of Lourdes Church ~ 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills

Term 3  Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June
Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July

Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised)

Term 4  Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September
Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September
Celebration at St Michael’s :
Friday 10 November / 17 November ~ 7.30pm,
Saturday 11 November /18 November ~ 2.30pm
Sunday 12 November /19 November ~ 12noon and 2.30pm
Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes :
Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm
Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm
Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am



Children’s Guardian Act 2019 & the Child Safe Standards

From 1 February 2023, the Children's Guardian now has power in law to
take action to ensure organisations comply with the Child Safe
Standards.

From: https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-
standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement

What can each one of us do to actively demonstrate how the 10 Child
Safe Standards play a very important role in ensuring children in our
Parish are cared for and safe in our community?

Our 6 points of Safeguarding Training demonstrates that each person in
parish ministry is compliant in Standard 7. Our training also informs all
those in parish life of their role and responsibility in ensuring each of the
other Standards can be demonstrated as well.

Each Parish Ministry is very important to our faith and local community.
Let us all show this by our collective commitment to this training.

If you are still to finalise your Safeguarding Training, please take
advantage of the upcoming face to face opportunities around the
Diocese. Next week the ‘New Year’s Dash Training’ begins at: Glenbrook,
Rooty Hill, Springwood and Quakers Hill. Check with your Parish Office for
dates and time. You are welcome to register for any of these training
sessions by contacting: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

If you would like to complete the training independently on our online
training platform you can start these modules at any time and complete
them at your own pace.

Sign up onto the platform by clicking on this link: https://
learning.safeguarding.org.au

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding Training, please email
Maria Kervin, Community Engagement and Education Officer at:
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org

Let’s get this done and show our Parishes are committed
to building safe communities!
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Father Wim Hoekstra
Father Jessie Balorio
Father Chadi Ibrahim SDB
Deacon Roque Dias
Kimberley Almeida

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest

Assistant Deacons
Youth Ministry

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm
Secretary Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY
1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

. ¢ Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass Times LECTORS THIS WEEK sem | ush LECTORS NEXT WEEK ser | uen
26 MARCH 2023 VER | ERS 02 APRIL 2023 VER | ERS
Saturday N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, A 1 R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, B
5.30 pm C. Ryan M. D’Souza 5
- In your mercy, please remember those for
Sunday M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, E | sR D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, sr| sr whom prayers have been asked
8.00 am A. Sullivan V. Vella
Recently Deceased:
Sunday S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, ) .
10.00am | B, Fabri, M. Rutkin H | 3 |S.Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique I | SR Kathlgen Goonan, Rut.h Ausun, Owen Sela,
Varini Obeyesekere, victims of the Corona
Zu(;gja)rln A. Goonan, A. Hay, |. Lazer K | 4 |S.Stagnitta, R. Santos, D. Guia SR| 8 Virus pandemic in NSW and ‘?ml:md the
-00 Pl world and those who have died in the
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS Ukraine, Tlrkiye and Syria
Times 26 MARCH 2023 02 APRIL 2023
Anniversary:
Saturday K. McEIduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, . e
530pm | W.Ng R. Gosper, L. Domanillo La}Jrle Williams, Rose Fernand.es,
Michael Yuen, Margaret Martin,
Sunday T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit, | o Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith Gertrude & Emmanuel Rajaratnam
8.00 am R McGuiness
Sunday Sick:
10.00 am D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden Kath Sayer, Baby Carter McGhie,
Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Joey & Noah,
avday | N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg & \hacey, R Macey, L. be La Cruz Cathy Vella, Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon,
. . I . .
P Barbara Ison, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 26.03.23 WEEK BEGINNING 02.04.23 Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price,
Katrina Obeid, Mary Burns, Marie Bolton,
Counters 26.03.23 : Counters 02.04.23 : Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson,
COUNTERS > > : - ;
Team 2: K. McElduff Team 3: R. McGuiness Ino Parisotto, Gizzella Gherm, Frank Jacobs,
FLOWER | Saturday 01.04.23 : Saturday 08.04.23 : lacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, Hazel Clasquin,
MINISTRY | M. Mifsud, R. O’'Donnell D. Maglalang, N. Fernando Florgina Henry, Richard Miranda,
Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,
proJECTOR | Weekend 01st/02nd April 2023 - Masses: Sat 5pm: A.D'Souza Joseph MacDermid,
Sun 8am: R.Baker  10am:  G.Wongso 6pm:  A.Saker Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
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