Parish of Baulkham ills
St Michagl’s Community

Fourth Sundag of legnt — 19th March 2023

PARISH NOTES
Dear Parishioners,

| hope you are continuing to reflect on Lent in our preparation
for Easter. A reminder of our Lenten options:

LECTIO DIVINA - EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT AFTER
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Fr Chadi invites you to join him in the practice of Lectio
Divina each Friday of Lent, at 7.45pm after the Stations
of the Cross at 7pm in St Michael’s Church.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS at Our Lady of Lourdes
Stations of the Cross will also be held each Friday at
Our Lady of Lourdes at 7pm.

TUESDAY MORNING REFLECTION AND ADORATION -
LENTEN CHANGE

During Lent, there will be a reflection after the 9.15am
Mass which will then be followed by Adoration and
Benediction, rather than immediate adoration.

MONDAY MORNING - SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION GROUP
Each Monday during school term, there is a scripture
discussion group in the Crying Room after the 9.15am
Mass.

ALTAR SERVERS’ PRACTICES AT BOTH CHURCHES

Altar servers practice will continue at St Michael’'s each
Wednesday at 4.30pm and at Our Lady of Lourdes each
Thursday at 4.00pm. Those wishing to become servers are
asked to turn up at that time, and we would ask parents to
also be present.

MASS LINK

The Mass link for this Saturday for Fourth Sunday of Lent -
Year A and available on YOUTUBE after that is https://
youtube.com/live/biNtBbILdWM. Please copy the link into
browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our
Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the
link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of
Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian
for your help with this every week.

Please note that we have decided to continue this service as it
meets an important need for many people who are
housebound and unable to get to Church anymore.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Please pray for those who are commencing preparation for the
Sacrament of Confirmation

BISHOP'S GOOD SHEPHERD APPEAL - next weekend

Support our seminarians to humbly serve our faith community
For those who wish to contribute to the Bishop’s Good
Shepherd Appeal for the Holy Spirit Seminary and the students
preparing for the priesthood, envelopes will be available next
weekend or online at https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/
appeal where you can also find further details.

POPE FRANCIS - THE PASSION FOR CATECHESIS

This week Pope Francis resumed his catechesis on The

Passion For Evangelization: The Apostolic Zeal Of The Believer.

His theme this week is “The Second Vatican Council. 2. Being

apostles in an apostolic Church”.

A summary of his catechesis is provided here.
Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis
on missionary zeal, we now consider the apostolic
dimension of evangelization. In the Creed, we profess
that the Church is “apostolic”. An “apostle” is literally one
who is “sent”. In the Scriptures, we read that Jesus chose
the twelve Apostles, called them to himself and then sent
them forth to proclaim the Gospel. After his resurrection,
he appeared to the Twelve and said: “As the Father has
sent me, so now | send you”, breathing upon them the
Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of sins (Jn 20:21-22).
Within the diversity of ministries and charisms in the
Body of Christ, all the baptized are called and sent forth
to advance the Church’s apostolate. Those who are
ordained have received the mission of teaching,
governing and sanctifying in Jesus’ name and authority,
yet all the members of the faithful, as sharers in the
Lord’s priestly, prophetic and regal office, are called to
be missionary disciples, “apostles in an apostolic
Church”. May the recognition of our common dignity and
equality inspire us to ever greater unity and cooperation
in proclaiming, by word and example, the good news of
our salvation in Christ.

THE DECEASED
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Ruth Austin, Peter Nassif, Mark Norman,
Lupe Tanoi

Anniversaries: Michael Yuen, Margaret Martin, Evelyn Menon,
Consolacion Erana-Malinis, Frederick Muller,
Sister Nora Hanrahan, Dominique Pradere

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with
the proper recording for the second collection, please include
your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests
BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection - for
support of the Parish,
BSB 067 950
Account No 000000214
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills



https://youtube.com/live/biNtBblLdWM
https://youtube.com/live/biNtBblLdWM
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills

Pope Francis and the Passion for Evangelisation

In his address in Italian, the Pope continued his cycle of
catechesis on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal
of the believer, focusing on the theme: “The Second Vatican
Council. 2. Being apostles in an apostolic Church”

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent
them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place
where he himself intended to go.2He said to them, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest. (Bible reading: Lk 10: 1-2).

Catechesis of the Holy Father
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

Let us continue the catechesis on the passion of evangelizing:
not only on “evangelizing”, the passion for evangelizing and, in
the school of Vatican Council Il, let us try to understand better
what it means to be “apostles” today. The word “apostle”
reminds us of the group of the Twelve disciples chosen by
Jesus. At times we refer to some saint, or more generally the
bishops, as “apostles”: they are apostles, because they go in
the name of Jesus. But are we aware that being apostles
concerns every Christian? Are we aware that it concerns each
one of us? Indeed, we are required to be apostles - that is,
envoys - in a Church that, in the Creed, we profess as apostolic.

So, what does it mean to be apostles? It means being sent for a
mission. The event in which the Risen Christ sends his apostles
into the world, passing on to them the power he himself
received from the Father and giving them His Spirit, is
exemplary and foundational. We read in the Gospel of John:
“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me even so | send you’. And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit’” (20:21-22).

Another fundamental aspect of being an apostle is the vocation,
that is, the calling. It has been thus ever since the beginning,
when the Lord Jesus “called to him those whom he desired; and
they came to him” (Mk 3:13). He constituted them as a group,
attributing to them the title of “apostle”, so they would come
with him and send them on their mission (cf. Mk 3:14; Mt 10:1-
42). Saint Paul, in his letters, presents himself as “Paul, called
by the will of God to be an apostle”, that is, an envoy (1
Cor 1:1), and again, “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be
an apostle” (Rm 1:1). And he insists on the fact that he is “an
apostle not from men nor through man, but through Jesus
Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the
dead” (Gal 1:1); God called him from his mother's womb to
proclaim the gospel among the nations (cf. Gal 1:15-16).

The experience of the Twelve apostles and the testimony of
Paul also challenges us today. They invite us to verify our
attitudes, to verify our choices, our decisions, on the basis of
these fixed points: everything depends on a gratuitous call from
God; God also chooses us for services that at times seem to
exceed our capacities or do not correspond to our expectations;
the call received as a gratuitous gjift must be answered
gratuitously.

The Council says: “the Christian vocation by its very nature is
also a vocation to the apostolate” (Decree Apostolicam
actuositatem [AA], 2). It is a calling that is common, just as “a
common dignity [is shared] as members from their regeneration
in Christ, having the same filial grace and the same vocation to
perfection; possessing in common one salvation, one hope and
one undivided charity” (Lumen gentium, 32).

It is a call that concerns both those who have received the
sacrament of Orders, consecrated persons, and all lay faithful,
man or woman: it is a call to all. You, the treasure you have
received with your Christian vocation, are obliged to give it: it is
the dynamic nature of the vocation, the dynamic nature of life. It
is a call that empowers them to actively and creatively perform
their apostolic task, within a Church in which “there is a
diversity of ministry but a oneness of mission. Christ conferred
on the Apostles and their successors the duty of teaching,
sanctifying, and ruling in His name and power. But the laity too:
all of you, the majority of you are laypeople. The laity likewise
share in the priestly, prophetic, and royal office of Christ and
therefore have their own share in the mission of the whole
people of God in the Church and in the world” (AA, 2).

In this framework, what does the Council mean by the
collaboration of the laity with the hierarchy? How is it meant? Is
it a mere strategic adaptation to new situations as they come?
Not at all, not at all: there is something more, that exceeds the
contingencies of the moment and which maintains its own value
for us too. The Church is like that, it is founded and apostolic.

Within the framework of the unity of the mission, the diversity of
charisms and ministries must not give rise, within the ecclesial
body, to privileged categories: here there is not a promotion,
and when you conceive of Christian life as a promotion, that the
one who is above commands all the others because he has
succeeded in climbing, this is not Christianity. This is pure
paganism. The Christian vocation is not a promotion, so as to
rise, no! It is something else. It is a great thing because,
although by the will of Christ some are in an important position,
perhaps, doctors, “pastors and dispensers of mysteries on
behalf of others, yet all share a true equality with regard to the
dignity and to the activity common to all the faithful for the
building up of the Body of Christ” (LG, 32). Who has more
dignity in the Church: the bishop, the priest? No, we are all
Christians in the service of others. Who is more important in the
Church: the religious sister or the common person, baptized, not
baptized, the child, the bishop...? They are all equal, we are
equal and one of the parties themself to be more important
than the others, turning up their nose, it is a mistake. That is not
the vocation of Jesus. The vocation that Jesus gives, to
everyone, but also to those who seem to be in the highest
places, is service, serving others, humbling oneself. If you find a
person who in the Church has a higher vocation and you see he
is vain, say, “Poor soul”, pray for him, because he has not
understood what the vocation of God is. The vocation of God is
adoration of the Father, love for the community, and service.
This is what being apostles is, this is the witness of apostles.

The matter of equality in dignity asks us to rethink may aspects
of our relations, which are decisive for evangelization. For
example, are we aware of the fact that with our words we can
undermine the dignity of people, thus ruining relationships
within the Church? While we try to engage in dialogue with the
world, do we also know how to dialogue among ourselves as
believers? Or in the parish, one person goes against another,
one speaks badly of another in order to climb up further? Do we
know how to listen to understand another person’s reasons, or
do we impose ourselves, perhaps even with appeasing words?
To listen, to be humble, to be at the service of others: this
is serving, this is being Christian, this is being an apostle.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us not be afraid to ask these
questions. Let us shun vanity, the vanity of positions. These
words can help us to confirm how we live our baptismal
vocation, how we live our way of being apostles in an apostolic
Church, which is at the service of others. Thank you.



Fourth Sunday of Lent

Entrance Antiphon
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in
mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

First Reading 1Sam 16:1, 6-7, 10-13
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. | am sending
you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for | have chosen myself a king among
his sons.” When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and
thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands there before him,’
but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or
his height for | have rejected him; God does not see as man sees;
man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.” Jesse
presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The
Lord has not chosen these.” He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the
sons you have?’ He answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest;
he is out looking after the sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send
for him; we will not sit down to eat until he comes.” Jesse had him
sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant
bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.” At
this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where he stood
with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on David and
stayed with him from that day on.

Responsorial Psalm

(R) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want. Fresh and
green are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near restful
waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)

2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. If |
should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would | fear. You are
there with your crook and your staff; with these you give me
comfort. (R.)

3. You have prepared a banquet for me In the sight of my foes. My
head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.” (R.)

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my
life. In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell for ever and ever. (R.)

Second Reading Eph 5:8-14
You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like
children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in complete
goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord
wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness
but exposing them by contrast. The things which are done in secret
are things that people are ashamed even to speak of; but anything
exposed by the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated
turns into light. That is why it is said:

Wake up from your sleep,

rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.

Gospel Acclamation

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will
have the light of life.

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel In9:1-41
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth.
His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
for him to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor his parents
sinned,” Jesus answered, ‘he was born blind so that the works of
God might be displayed in him.

‘As long as the day lasts

| must carry out the work of the one who sent me;

the night will soon be here when no one can work.

As long as | am in the world

| am the light of the world.’

Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the
spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go
and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the
blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with his
sight restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said,
‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is
the same one.” Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.” The man
himself said, ‘| am the man.’” So they said to him, ‘Then how do your
eyes come to be open?’ ‘The man called Jesus’ he answered ‘made
a paste, daubed my eyes with it and said to me, “Go and wash at
Siloam”; so | went, and when | washed | could see.” They asked,
‘Where is he?’ ‘I don’t know’ he answered.

They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had
been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the
man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to
see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and | washed, and | can
see.” Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from
God: he does not keep the sabbath.” Others said, ‘How could a
sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement among
them. So they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have you to say
about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a
prophet’ replied the man.

However, the Jews would not believe that the
man had been blind and had gained his sight,
without first sending for his parents and asking
them, ‘Is this man really your son who you say
was born blind? If so, how is it that he is now
able to see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know
he is our son and we know he was born blind,
but we don’t know how it is that he can see now,
or who opened his eyes. He is old enough: let
him speak for himself.” His parents spoke like
this out of fear of the Jews, who had already agreed to expel from
the synagogue anyone who should acknowledge Jesus as the Christ.
This was why his parents said, ‘He is old enough; ask him.’
So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory to
God! For our part, we know that this man is a sinner.” The man
answered, ‘| don’t know if he is a sinner; | only know that | was blind
and now | can see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How
did he open your eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and you
wouldn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it all again? Do you want to
become his disciples too?’ At this they hurled abuse at him: ‘You can
be his disciple,” they said ‘we are disciples of Moses: we know that
God spoke to Moses, but as for this man, we don’t know where he
comes from.” The man replied, ‘Now here is an astonishing thing! He
has opened my eyes, and you don’t know where he comes from! We
know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but God does listen to men
who are devout and do his will. Ever since the world began it is
unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a man who was born
blind; if this man were not from God, he couldn’t do a thing.” ‘Are
you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through and
through, since you were born!” And they drove him away.
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he
said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?' ‘Sir,” the man
replied ‘tell me who he is so that | may believe in him.” Jesus said,
‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.” The man said, ‘Lord, |
believe’, and worshipped him.
Jesus said:

‘It is for judgement

that | have come into this world,

so that those without sight may see

and those with sight turn blind.’
Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We are
not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied:

‘Blind? If you were, you would not be guilty,

but since you say, “We see”,

your guilt remains.’

Communion Antiphon
The Lord anointed my eyes: | went, | washed, | saw and | believed in
God.

Next Sunday: Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ezek 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

Today we continue with the sequence of long readings from
the Fourth Gospel that are a feature of the Lenten season in
Year A. The Gospel is that of Jesus’ cure of the Man Born Blind
(John 9:1-41). This, of course, tells the story of a journey from
darkness into light and so explains the inclusion, as Second
Reading, of a passage from the Letter to the Ephesians (5:8-14)
featuring what would appear to be a snatch from a baptismal
homily built around the same theme.

Where the First Reading (1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13) fits into
this is not altogether clear. The account of the selection and
anointing of the young David as future king of Israel seems
chiefly designed to bring out the truth that the choice of
Jesse’s youngest son, the one his father hadn’t even bothered
to produce, shows how radically God’s criteria of selection
differ from the human. Whereas human beings tend to stop at
appearances, God looks to the heart. This theme will have
some resonance in the Gospel where everyone, save Jesus,
regards the blind man as a sinner because that is what his
affliction, according to a conventional but very wrong view,
denotes him to be. In interaction with Jesus, however, he
becomes a paradigm of one who comes to faith in Jesus as the
Light of the world.

Alternatively, we can find a link in the idea of ‘shepherd’. In
choosing a shepherd boy to be king of Israel, God established
that the primary task of the ruler was to be shepherd for the
people. The way Jesus seeks out the man born blind after he
has been expelled by the authorities displays him to be, as
Messianic Son of David, the ‘Good Shepherd’ (as he will in fact
claim to be in the following sequence [John 10:1-18]).

The Gospel story of the Man Born Blind is a dramatic narrative
of remarkably balanced construction. It consists of eight
separate scenes, with Jesus appearing only in the first two and
the last two. In between are four scenes featuring interaction
between the man (or his parents) and Jewish religious leaders.
The intensifying hostility he undergoes propels him on a
journey of faith that comes to a climax when he falls down and
worships Jesus. He is in fact relieved of his physical blindness
very early on, through the action of Jesus. But, as the drama
unfolds, his coming to physical sight becomes a symbol of the
further journey that he then begins, a journey out of the
‘darkness’ of unbelief to the discovery of the ‘Light of the
world’ in the person of Jesus. In this sense, the narrative
follows a familiar Johannine pattern. Jesus miraculously
remedies a physical need (in this case blindness). The miracle
then becomes a sign or symbol of a far deeper gift Jesus has to
give. He is not simply one who gives sight — and in this sense
physical ‘light’ — to the blind. He is the Light of the world (9:5;
cf. 8:12), come to banish its darkness (see the Prologue: 1:4-5).

In connection with this sense of Jesus as Light of the world it is
important to remember that the episode takes place during
the Jewish festival of Tabernacles (7:2). As the feast drew to its
climax, the Temple was lit up every night by great braziers
placed along its walls. Its lofty elevation and the high position
of Jerusalem itself meant that the Temple appeared to pilgrims
coming from afar as indeed ‘the Light of the world’. Now Jesus,

the new locus of God’s presence in the world, proclaims
himself, not the Temple, to be the Light. The man born blind,
in his personal journey of faith, becomes a paradigm of all who
come out of darkness to the world’s true Light (3:19-21).

One of the most attractive features of the episode is the way in
which the man’s character emerges as the story unfolds.
Continually questioned about Jesus, he never goes beyond the
evidence; he simply sticks to the facts and draws conclusions
only as they are forced upon him. His journey into ever deeper
faith and understanding of Jesus (‘the man called Jesus’; ‘a
prophet’; ‘a man from God’; ‘the Son of Man’) is a journey into

ever deeper perception of reality in every sense of the word.

His adversaries, on the other hand, realising that they are
losing their grip on the situation, resort more and more to
denial of the obvious facts. Their desperate stratagem of
summoning and browbeating the parents of the man backfires
badly. In the end, they can only resort to unfounded
accusations, personal abuse, and appeal simply to their own
authority and status. In all this they, too, are shown to be on a
journey, a parallel journey but one in the opposite direction.
They refuse to come to the Light lest their deeds be exposed
(3:19-20). Jesus’ final comment in their regard brings out the
irony with which the sequence ends. At the beginning, the man
was physically blind — a condition that led to his being judged a
sinner (a judgment Jesus swiftly rejects); they, on the other
hand, could see (physically). At the end, the man can ‘see’ in
both senses — physical and spiritual — of the word. They,
however, though they claim to be able to see, have been
shown to be the ones who are really ‘blind’ and sinful.

So we will not appreciate the full force of this story unless we
take note of the two ‘journeys’, in opposite directions, that it
presents. At the same time, as so often in the case of the
Fourth Gospel, its dubbing of the adversaries as ‘the Jews’ and
‘the Pharisees’ calls for careful handling in preaching.
Personally, | would recommend speaking simply of ‘the
authorities’ in both cases. In any case we cannot simply
identify with the positive journey of the man and distance
ourselves entirely from those who take the opposite direction.
Doubtless, both ‘journeys’ find some resonance in our lives.
Lent is the time to renew our baptismal orientation towards
the Light.

From LiturgyHelp



Fourth Sunday of Lent

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the
works of God might be made visible through him...I came into
the world for judgement, so that those who do not see might
see, and those who do see might become blind.” John 9: 1-41

It would seem that, whenever anything
in our world goes wrong or turns out to
be contrary to our expectations, we
human beings look for a reason or
search for somebody or something to
blame. When a stockpile of ammonium
nitrate exploded in the port area of
Beirut in August 2021, claiming more
than 200 lives and levelling countless buildings, responsibility
was sheeted home to the outgoing Prime Minister of Lebanon
and three former ministers, all of whom were accused of
negligence. Early this month, two trains collided in Greece
killing scores of passengers. A cause was demanded by
protesters, and a station manager was accused of telling one of
the train drivers to ignore a red light. The Minister for
Transport resigned to appease the protesters. For some
reason, we want the satisfaction of knowing the causes of
misadventures, accidents and human failings. In the time of
Jesus, the Jewish people attributed birth defects to the
sinfulness of current family members or ancestors. So, in
today’s gospel-reading we hear the disciples asking Jesus for
the cause of the blindness of the man whom they encountered
as they walked along: “Rabbi, was it his sin or that of his
parents that caused him to be born blind?” (John 9:2) Were
they implying that healthy babies are a reward for parents who
live good and decent lives?

That led Jesus to state categorically that God is not in the
business of visiting disabilities on anyone as a punishment for
sin. He proceeded to explain that God’s love can be revealed to
us and to our world through people who meet with
misadventure and carry disability, and that love is also
reflected in the kindness of those who care for them.

What follows is a declaration by Jesus identifying himself as
“the light of the world” sent by God to enlighten a world
whose people live in darkness because of ignorance,
insensitivity to the prejudice that blinds them, or deliberate
choice.

When people allow themselves to see the truth of realities
they witness, they sometimes have to let go of opinions that
are hard-wired in their brains or allow long-held prejudices to
evaporate. Such demands call for flexibiliy, open-heartedness
and a willingness to grow and develop. The Pharisees who
witnessed Jesus cure the blind man could not bring themselves
to admit that Jesus might have something to offer from which
even they could benefit. Rather than admit that Jesus might be
God-sent, they resorted to a range of specious explanations to
convince themselves and others that Jesus was really a fraud:
He has contravened the law of sabbath rest by setting to work
and mixing soil and saliva and daubing it on the blind man’s
eyes! How can any good emanate from an action that breaks
the sabbath law? The man who sought the cure from Jesus was
only pretending to be blind!

Moreover, as they had already threatened with expulsion from
the synagogue anyone who accepted Jesus as a prophet
worthy of credibility, when the cured man, in his simplicity,
declared to them that a man who can cure blindness, can’t be
anything but a profit, he was discarded. In the process of all
this, the Pharisees demonstrated that anyone whose actions
were a threat to their position and power would be ridiculed
and discredited. We still have among us the equivalent of
“temple police”, whose approach to ritual, whose rigid
approach to religious practice seems to be distant from the
compassion of Jesus. The challenge for us is to refrain from
dismissing them and, instead, to love them gently and
tolerantly into freedom and life.

There is further food for reflection in all three of today’s
readings. They all have the theme of light and seeing woven
through them, as well was the way in which we can close our
eyes to both when what we see calls us to act. Samuel,
categorised as a seer, had been sent by God to find a suitable
candidate from among the sons of Jesse as King to replace
Saul. Samuel was reluctant to play a role in removing a reigning
king but was urged by God to open his eyes to see that Saul
was no longer worthy to hold his position on the throne. No
fewer than six times Samuel was instructed to open his eyes to
Saul’s inadequacy and to keep them open until he recognised
which of Jesse’s sons was the most suitable to succeed Saul.
The message for us is that we, too, have to be prepared to
open our eyes to see what is sometimes below the surface and
then to summon the courage to act on what we eventually
come to see. We have to trust in the guidance of God’s Spirit
and let go of the fear that holds us captive from doing what we
know is right. Samuel eventually saw that the least likely
successor to Saul was Jesse’s youngest son David who was a
mere shepherd, with neither status nor power.

In the second of today’s readings from his letter to the
Ephesians, Paul reminds us that, with the coming of Jesus, the
light of the world, what is right, good and true is now longer
hidden from our view. Our lives can now be lived in the
enlightenment offered to us by Jesus and his Gospel. We still
have to open our eyes and hearts to make space for that
enlightenment.

Finally, in the gospel-reading, we are invited to look into the
mirror of compassion held up to us by the way in which Jesus
reached out to the man born blind, and then rescued him from
being excluded from the community of synagogue worshippers
into which he had just qualified for entry. The irony, of course,
was that by ignoring Jesus and his compassion, those whose
role was to model compassion, welcome, inclusion and
acceptance, were distancing themselves from genuine worship
of God.

As disciples of Jesus, we all have a responsibility to keep our
hearts, minds and eyes open, so as to be sensitive to everyone
whom we encounter, to be aware as to whom we include and
whom we lock out when we allow our prejudice, bias, bigotry
or some other kind of blindness to keep them on the outer.
We have a responsibility through the way in which we live our
faith lives and practice compassion to be instruments of
making visible the works of God.

Julian McDonald cfc.AO



Congratulations to

+ Harrison McHugh
+ Charlotte McHugh
+ Jordyn Seale

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week

We pray that their faith may be an important and
integral part of their life.

Our Week

Monday 20 March
Solemnity - St Joseph

Friday 24 March
7:00pm Stations of the Cross at St Michael’s and OLOL
7:45pm Lectio Divina at St Michael’s

Saturday 25 March
Solemnity - The Annunciation of the Lord

2023 - 2024
Planned Giving Envelopes

Parishioners registered with

St Michael’s Planned Giving Program are asked to pick
up their new envelopes from the back of the Church.
The new envelopes commence on the week beginning
2nd April 2023. If you have recently changed your
address, please advise the parish office so our records

can be updated. Please do not use old envelopes after
26 March as some giving numbers have been changed.

Thank you to all our Parishioners who so generously
support the works of our Parish through the Planned
Giving Program. If you would like to assist the Parish
by contributing, could you please see Fr Wim or contact
the Parish office (Ph: 9639 0598).

DATA PROJECTOR

If you are looking for a ministry at

St. Michael’s Church where you can play

on the computer DURING Saturday
5.30pm service, this may be the job for you!

We are urgently looking for help on Saturday Vigil projection.
If you are interested please contact the parish office on
9639 0598 or email admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

VOLUNTEERS - PASCHAL TRIDUUM 2023

We would like to invite those available, to volunteer to
minister at the ceremonies of the Easter Triduum,
commencing with

% Holy Thursday evening 6 April (7.30pm),
% Good Friday 7 April (3pm) and
¢ Easter Vigil (5.30pm) on Holy Saturday 8 April.

Please note normal rosters will apply to all Easter Sunday
Masses. Additional Extraordinary Ministers may be needed
for the Sunday Masses. If you are able to assist in any way,
please complete the form located in the back sacristy and
return to the parish office or the sacristy by Friday March 31
or email admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

LENTEN REFLECTION PROGRAM

Meeting in the Crying Room at St Michael’s
Church after 9.15am Mass.

The Program is “No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk
Through Christ’s Passion” by Dr. Edward Sri

Contact: Barbara Stenning 0466 608 400
Anne Sullivan 0424 961 739

STAY FOR A CUPPA!
Our next morning tea hosted by the Alpha team
will be THIS SUNDAY after 10am mass.
We’d love you to stay and
have a chat, while the kids
play on the grass outside (supervision
provided - kids are welcome to bring their
own balls/games). Morning tea will be
served at the side entrance of the church.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE REFLECTION DAY
AT OLOL CHURCH: THURSDAY, 23RD MARCH

Everyone is warmly invited to our Lenten

Reflection Day

Where: LOL Church & Parish Centre, Canyon Road,
Baulkham Hills

Presenter: Fr Chadi Ibramim is giving two reflections

Time: Mass at 9.30am followed by morning tea

Cost: $10, which will include morning tea and lunch
(provided by CWL)

Enquiries: Lyn 0412 689 261 or Barbara 0466 608 400

PROJECT COMPASSION SUNDAY
18 & 19 MARCH

Thu lost his leg after stepping on a land mine in Vietnam.
With the support of the Centre for Sustainable Rural
Development, Thu can now earn extra income and care for
his wife as she recovers from a stroke.

Please donate to Project Compassion 2023. You
can donate through Project Compassion donation
boxes and envelopes available from your parish,

by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or
by calling 1800 024 413.
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6 April

7 April

8 April

9 April

St Michael’s Church

Thursday of the Lord’s Supper
(Holy Thursday)
NO MORNING MASSES

7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Friday of the Passion of the Lord
(Good Friday)

10.00am Stations of the Cross
(organised by Youth)
(Followed by Confession)

3.00pm Celebration of the Passion of
the Lord
(Followed by Confession)

Holy Saturday

NO MORNING MASSES

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection
of the Lord

5.30pm The Easter Vigil
Sunday of the Resurrection

8.00am, 10.00am & 6.00pm
Masses of the Resurrection

Our Lady of Lourdes Church

6 April Thursday of the Lord’s Supper
(Holy Thursday)
NO MORNING MASSES

7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(English and Korean)

7 April Friday of the Passion of the Lord
(Good Friday)

10.30am Stations of the Cross
(Followed by Confession)

3.00pm Celebration of the Passion
of the Lord (English)
(Followed by Confession)

8 April Holy Saturday
NO MORNING MASSES
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection
of the Lord

6.00pm The Easter Vigil (English)

9 April Sunday of the Resurrection
9.30am Mass of the Resurrection

(please see update on page 2 for Holy Week confession times)

Individual Reconciliation

St Michael’s Good Friday

after Stations and Passion
Easter Saturday 9.00-10.30am
NO EVENING CONFESSIONS

OLOL Church Good Friday

after Stations and Passion
Easter Saturday 5.00pm

2nd Rite of Reconciliation

St Michael’s  Monday 3rd April 7.30pm




WHAT ARE VINNIES SUPPORT CENTRES?

Vinnies Support Centres are client-centered support and referral
services operated by the St Vincent de Paul Society. They offer face to
face support to those in the community who require financial, food or
material assistance. The support teams will work with you to offer the
best possible support for your needs and link you in with the Society’s
Conference home visitation teams or Vinnies Services.

WHAT ARE OUR AIMS?

We provide advocacy, referrals and support in navigating the appropriate
services. We’ll have a conversation with you and allow you the time and
space to discuss your needs. Our aim is to give you what you need to
make informed decisions and improve your circumstances.

HOW DO WE DO IT?
We provide support and information through options such as:
. Advocating in your interests

. Referral to relevant services

. Assistance with completing forms and housing applications

. Resources and information

. Use of a computer (conditions apply)

. Assistance with bills (eg. utility bills)

. Food parcels and material aid (limits apply)

. Support in applying for the No Interest Loans scheme (NILS)

. Linking people in with the Society’s Conference home visitation teams

LOCATIONS & CONTACT DETAILS
. Blacktown: 23 David Lane, Blacktown Ph: 8861 9777 Assisting clients
in the Prospect & Hills local government areas.













2024

2024 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS

School tours and interviews are currently taking place.

Open Mornings:
27 February 9:30 am - 11:00am
7 March 9:30 am - 11:00am
14 March 9:30 am - 11:00am
31 March 9:30 am - 11:00am

Enrolment packages can also be collected from

the school office between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm

Please call 9865 1600 for further information



PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

2023 Sacramental Programme Details
for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age
who have been baptised.

St Michael’s Church ~ 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills
Our Lady of Lourdes Church ~ 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills

Term 3  Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June
Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July

Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised)

Term 4  Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September
Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September
Celebration at St Michael’s :
Friday 10 November / 17 November ~ 7.30pm,
Saturday 11 November /18 November ~ 2.30pm
Sunday 12 November /19 November ~ 12noon and 2.30pm
Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes :
Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm
Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm
Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am



Children’s Guardian Act 2019 & the Child Safe Standards

From 1 February 2023, the Children's Guardian now has power in law to
take action to ensure organisations comply with the Child Safe
Standards.

From: https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-
standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement

What can each one of us do to actively demonstrate how the 10 Child
Safe Standards play a very important role in ensuring children in our
Parish are cared for and safe in our community?

Our 6 points of Safeguarding Training demonstrates that each person in
parish ministry is compliant in Standard 7. Our training also informs all
those in parish life of their role and responsibility in ensuring each of the
other Standards can be demonstrated as well.

Each Parish Ministry is very important to our faith and local community.
Let us all show this by our collective commitment to this training.

If you are still to finalise your Safeguarding Training, please take
advantage of the upcoming face to face opportunities around the
Diocese. Next week the ‘New Year’s Dash Training’ begins at: Glenbrook,
Rooty Hill, Springwood and Quakers Hill. Check with your Parish Office for
dates and time. You are welcome to register for any of these training
sessions by contacting: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

If you would like to complete the training independently on our online
training platform you can start these modules at any time and complete
them at your own pace.

Sign up onto the platform by clicking on this link: https://
learning.safeguarding.org.au

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding Training, please email
Maria Kervin, Community Engagement and Education Officer at:
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org

Let’s get this done and show our Parishes are committed
to building safe communities!
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Father Wim Hoekstra
Father Jessie Balorio
Father Chadi Ibrahim SDB
Deacon Roque Dias
Kimberley Almeida

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest

Assistant Deacons
Youth Ministry

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm
Secretary Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY
1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

. ¢ Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass Times LECTORS THIS WEEK sem | ush LECTORS NEXT WEEK ser | uen
19 MARCH 2023 VER | ERS 26 MARCH 2023 VER | ERS
gi‘grday E. Riches, P. Sladen, C.Vella | D | 13 g gonne”y' L. Gonsalves, Al 1
-0 pm - Ryan In your mercy, please remember those for
) ) whom prayers have been asked
Sunday . M. McLoughlin, V. Diago,
8.00 am A. Mendes, N. D'Lima, J. Kerr | SR | SR A. Sullivan E | SR
Recently Deceased:
Sunday C. Burton, A. Mantaring, S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, : :
10.00am | S. Mantaring G |SR|g Fabri, M. Rutkin H | 3 | Ruth Austr.ln,.Pe‘ter Nassif, Mark No.rman,
Lupe Tanoi, victims of the Corona Virus
2“(;‘383:“ N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg| SR | 16 | A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer k | 4 | pandemicin NSW and around the world and
-00 Pl those who have died in the Ukraine, Turkiye
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS and Syria
Times 19 MARCH 2023 26 MARCH 2023
‘ ‘ ‘ Anniversary:
Saturday G. Shin, A_. Mascari, L. Karam, K. McEIduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, Michael Yuen, Margaret Martin, Frank Lobo,
5.30 pm L. Domanillo W. Ng : o
Consolacion Erana-Malinis, Evelyn Menon,
Sunday B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit, Frederick Muller, Sister Nora Hanrahan,
8.00 am S. Espiritu, B. Smith R McGuiness Dominique Pradere
Sunday L L L .
10.00 am J. Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis Sick:
Baby Carter McGhie, Mimi Yeung,
Sunday  J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins, N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg Nicholas Tadros, Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella,
6.00 pm L. Dela Cruz
Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, Barbara Ison,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 19.03.23 WEEK BEGINNING 26.03.23 Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Jamal Kairouz,
Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price, Katrina Obeid,
counTERs | Counters 19.03.23 : Counters 26.03.23 : Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes,
Team 1: T. Checchia Team 2 : K. McElduff Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,
FLOWER  |Saturday 25.03.23: Saturday 01.04.23 : Gizzella Gherm, Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hallins,
MINISTRY | M. Medvidovic, R. O'Donnell M. Mifsud, R. 0’Donnell Joe Maroun, Hazel Clasquin, Florgina Henry,
Richard Miranda, Catherine Hemmings,
proJECTOR | Weekend 25th/26th March 2023 - Masses: Sat 5pm: Volunteer Required Baby William Merhi, Joseph MacDermid,
Sun _8am: J.Mariadassou  10am: M. Almeida 6pm:  Y/T Menezes Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
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