Parish of Baulkham ills
St Michagl’s Community

First Sunday of legnt — 26th February 2023

PARISH NOTES—A COVID SAFE PARISH

Dear Parishioners,
On Wednesday we began the season of Lent.

Lent is also a penitential season of prayer, self-denial and
helping others. In this way the whole church prepares for
Easter with those who are to be baptised or received into the
Church. During Fridays in Lent you are expected to do some
penitential act, e.g. abstaining from meat is one of the
options, as is attending Mass, donating to Project
Compassion.

Please pick up Project Compassion boxes or envelopes.

LECTIO DIVINA - EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT AFTER
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Fr Chadi Ibrahim invites everyone to join in the practice as we
journey through Lent together. The first session of Lection
Divina will be Friday 24th February in St Michael’s Church at
7:45pm.

TUESDAY MORNING REFLECTION AND ADORATION -
LENTEN CHANGE

During Lent, there will be a reflection after the 9.15am Mass
which will then be followed by Adoration and Benediction,
rather than immediate adoration.

MONDAY MORNING — SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION GROUP
Each Monday during school term, there will be a scripture
discussion group in the Crying Room after the 9.15am Mass.

APPEAL FOR SYRIA AND TURKEY EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS
Thank you for your generous contributions to the Earthquake
appeal. Next week we will provide the actual amount raised,
but donations will be accepted until 7pm this Sunday.

Please donate to help rebuild the lives of Syrian
earthquake via this link or scan the QR code.
Choose Biller Code in the drop-down box: 1681337
— Special Collections and complete details.

CO-ORDINATOR/ORGANISERS OF CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Children’s liturgy during the 10am Mass at St Michael’s and
9.30am Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes is currently suspended,
while we try to find some people who are willing to
co-ordinate or be involved in this important ministry. We
now have four names for St Michael’s at the moment but
need more.

This involves leading the Children to either the Parish
Meeting Rooms or the Downey Room and helping make the
Gospel of the day meaningful for them. We do have access to
programs which will make this easier for you.

In the meantime, we will provide worksheets based on the
scriptures of the Sunday which children can take home with
them.

MASS LINK

The Mass link for this Saturday for First Sunday of Lent — Year
A (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE after that is https://
youtu.be/axSVHLAV]9k. Please copy the link into browser if it
does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our
Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the
link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of
Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian
for your help with this every week.

At last week’s Mass | flagged the possibility of ceasing the
livestreaming of this Mass from Our Lady of Lourdes.

In response, we have had numerous requests to continue this
service as it meets an important need for many people who
are housebound and unable to get to Church anymore.

So we will continue to live stream the Mass until no longer
practicable. Thank you for your useful and valuable
comments.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Registration for the Sacrament of Confirmation at both St
Michael’s and Our Lady of Lourdes begins this weekend and
must be completed by Friday, 3" March.

A Compulsory Parents’ Information evening will be held at
7.30pm on Monday 6 March at St Michael’s and Our Lady of
Lourdes, and at 7.30pm Tuesday 7 March at St Michael’s.

The registration link is https://forms.gle/
HBOMhCVrmyURNfACA or scan the QR code for
further information. :

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION
This week Pope Francis resumed his catechesis on The
Passion For Evangelization: The Apostolic Zeal Of The
Believer. His theme this week is “The protagonist of the
proclamation: the Holy Spirit.”
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A summary of his catechesis is provided here, and the full
text is attached to these notices.

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis
on apostolic zeal, the burning desire to share the joy
of the Gospel, we now turn to the role of the Holy
Spirit, sent by Jesus on the day of Pentecost to
inaugurate the mission of the Apostles to make
disciples of all nations. In the early Church’s great
missionary outreach, the Holy Spirit appears as the
driving force, preparing hearts to receive the Gospel
and confirming the Apostles in their witness to the
risen Lord. The momentous decision of the Council of
Jerusalem not to require converts to observe the
Mosaic law was the fruit of prayerful discernment and
communicated with the formula, “it has seemed good
to the Holy Spirit and to us” (Acts 15:28). In every age,
the Spirit illumines and guides the Church’s
proclamation of the Gospel. Today, Ash Wednesday,
invites us to invoke the light of the Spirit upon our
individual lives as followers of Christ and on the
Church’s mission of bringing the consolation of Jesus
to the desolation of a world that thirsts for the justice,
peace and reconciled unity which are the fruit of the
Lord’s Passover from death to life at Easter.

THE DECEASED

Please remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Mariano Dilay, Suzie Melinz

Anniversaries: Kevin Hore, Col Rankin, Rose Fernandes,
Oreste Pennati

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with
the proper recording for the second collection, please
include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests
BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection — for
support of the Parish,

BSB 067 950
Account No 000000214
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills

Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhambhills

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR
EVANGELISATION :

In his address in Italian the Pope continued his cycle of
catechesis on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic
zeal of the believer, focusing on the theme: “The
protagonist of the proclamation: the Holy Spirit.”

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me.'Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that | have commanded you. And
remember, | am with you always, to the end of
the age.” (Bible reading: Mt 28:18-20).

Catechesis of the Holy Father

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning and welcome!

In our catechetical itinerary on the passion for evangelizing,
today we start from the words of Jesus that we have heard:
‘Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit” (Mt 28:19). ‘Go,” says the Risen One, ‘not to
indoctrinate, not to make proselytes, no, but to make
disciples, that is, to give everyone the opportunity to come
into contact with Jesus, to know and love Him freely. Go
and baptise: to baptise means to immerse; and therefore,
before indicating a liturgical action, it expresses a vital
action: to immerse one’s life in the Father, in the Son, in the
Holy Spirit; to experience every day the joy of the presence
of God who is close to us as Father, as Brother, as Spirit
acting in us, in our very spirit.” To be baptised is to immerse
oneself in the Trinity.

When Jesus says to His disciples —and also to us — ‘Go!’, He
is not just communicating a word. No. He communicates the
Holy Spirit at the same time because it is only thanks to
Him, thanks to the Spirit, that one can receive Christ's
mission and carry it out (cf. Jn 20:21-22). The Apostles, in
fact, out of fear, remain closed up in the Upper Room until
the day of Pentecost arrives and the Holy Spirit descends
upon them (cf. Acts 2:1-13). And in that moment the fear is
gone, and with His power those fishermen, mostly
unlettered, will change the world. ‘But if they can’t
speak...?’ But it is the word of the Spirit, the strength of the
Spirit that bears them onward to change the world. The
proclamation of the Gospel, therefore, is only realized in the
power of the Spirit, who precedes the missionaries and
prepares hearts: He is ‘the engine of evangelisation.’

We discover this in the Acts of the Apostles, where on every
page we see that the protagonist of the proclamation is not
Peter, Paul, Stephen, or Philip, but is the Holy Spirit. Staying
with the book of Acts, a pivotal moment in the beginning of
the Church is recounted, which can also say a lot to us.
Then, as now, tribulations were not lacking, beautiful
moments and not so beautiful moments, joys were
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accompanied by worries, both of these. One worry in
particular: how to deal with the pagans who came to the
faith, with those who did not belong to the Jewish people,
for example. Were they or were they not bound to observe
the prescriptions of the Mosaic Law? This was no small
matter for those people. Two groups were thus formed,
between those who considered the observance of the Law
indispensable and those who did not. In order to discern,
the Apostles gathered in what was called the ‘Council of
Jerusalem,’ the first in history. How to resolve the dilemma?
They might have sought a good compromise between
tradition and innovation: some rules are observed, and
others are left aside. Yet the Apostles do not follow this
human wisdom to seek a diplomatic balance between the
one and the other, they don’t follow this, but adapting to
the work of the Spirit, who had anticipated them by
descending upon the pagans as He had upon them.

And so, removing almost every obligation related to the
Law, they communicate the final decisions, made — and this
is what they write — ‘by the Holy Spirit and by
us’ (cf. Acts 15:28), and this went out, ‘the Holy Spirit with
us,” and the Apostles always acted in this way. Together,
without being divided, despite having different sensitivities
and opinions, they listen to the Spirit. And He teaches one
thing, which is also valid today: every religious tradition is
useful if it facilitates the encounter with Jesus, every
religious tradition is useful if it facilitates the encounter with
Jesus We could say that the historic decision of the first
Council, from which we also benefit, was motivated by a
principle, the principle of proclamation: everything in the
Church must be conformed to the requirements of the
proclamation of the Gospel; not to the opinions of the
conservatives or the progressives, but to the fact that Jesus
reaches people’s lives. Therefore, every choice, every usage,
every structure, and every tradition is be evaluated on the
basis of whether they favour the proclamation of Christ. And
when decisions are found in the Church — for example
ideological divisions: ‘I am conservative because...” ‘1 am
progressive because...” But where is the Holy Spirit? Be
careful that the Gospel is not an idea, the Gospel is not an
ideology: the Gospel is a proclamation that touches your
heart and makes you change your heart, but if you take
refuge in an idea, in an ideology, whether right or left or
centre, you are making the Gospel a political party, an
ideology, a club of people. The Gospel always gives you this
freedom of the Spirit that acts within you and carries you
forward. And how much it requires of us today to take hold
of the freedom of the Gospel and allow ourselves to be
carried forward by the Spirit.

In this way the Spirit sheds light on the path of the Church,
always. In fact, He is not only the light of hearts; He is the
light that orients the Church: He brings clarity, helps to
distinguish, helps to discern. This is why it is necessary to
invoke Him often; let us also do so today, at the beginning of
Lent. Because, as Church, we can have well-defined times
and spaces, well-organised communities, institutes and
movements, but without the Spirit, everything remains
soulless. The organization... it won’t do, it’s not enough: it is

the Spirit that gives life to the Church. The Church, if it does
not pray to Him and invoke Him, closes in on itself, in sterile
and exhausting debates, in wearisome polarisations, while
the flame of the mission is extinguished. It is very sad to see
the Church as if it were nothing more than a parliament. The
Church is something else. The Church is the community of
men and women who believe and proclaim Jesus Christ, but
moved by the Holy Spirit, not by their own reason. Yes, you
use your reason, but the Spirit comes to enlighten and move
it. The Spirit makes us go forth, urges us to proclaim the
faith in order to confirm ourselves in the faith, to go on
mission to discover who we are. That is why the Apostle Paul
recommends: ‘Do not quench the Spirit’ (1 Thess 5:19). Do
not quench the Spirit. Let us pray to the Spirit often, let us
invoke him, let us ask him every day to kindle his light in us.
Let us do this before each encounter, to become apostles of
Jesus with the people we find. Don’t quench the Spirit,
either in the community or in each one of us.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us start, and start anew, as
Church, from the Holy Spirit. ‘It is undoubtedly important
that in our pastoral planning we start from sociological
surveys, analyses, the list of difficulties, the list of
expectations and even complaints, this must be done, in
order to touch reality. However, it is far more important to
start from the experiences of the Spirit: that is the real
departure. And it is therefore necessary to seek them out,
list them, study them, interpret them. It is a fundamental
principle that, in the spiritual life, is called the primacy of
consolation over desolation. First there is the Spirit who
consoles, revives, enlightens, moves; then there will also be
desolation, suffering, darkness, but the principle for
adjusting in the darkness is the light of the Spirit'’ (C. M.
Martini, Evangelising in the Consolation of the Spirit, 25
September 1997). This is the principle to guide ourselves in
things we do not understand, in confusions, even in such
great darkness, it is important. Let us ask ourselves, each
one of us, let us ask ourselves if we open ourselves up to this
light, if we give it space: do | invoke the Spirit? Each of us
can answer within ourselves. How many of pray to the
Spirit? ‘No, Father, | pray to Our Lady, | pray to the Saints, |
pray to Jesus, sometimes | pray the Our Father, | pray to the
Father...” ‘And the Holy Spirit? Don’t you pray to the Holy
Spirit, who is the one who moves your heart, who brings you
consolation, who brings you the desire to evangelize,
undertake mission? Do | let myself be guided by Him, who
invites me not to close in on myself but to bear Jesus, to
bear witness to the primacy of God’s consolation over the
desolation of the world? May our Lady, who has understood
this well, help us to understand it.



First Sunday of Lent

Entrance Antiphon

When he calls on me, | will answer him; | will deliver him and
give him glory, | will grant him length of days .

Gen 2:7-9, 3:1-7

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he
breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man became
a living being.

The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east, and
there he put the man he had fashioned. The Lord God caused
to spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to look at
and good to eat, with the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil in the middle of the garden.

The serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that the
Lord God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did God really say
you were not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?’ The
woman answered the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the
trees in the garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the middle of
the garden God said, “You must not eat it, nor touch it, under
pain of death”.” Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You
will not die! God knows in fact that on the day you eat it your
eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good
and evil.” The woman saw that the tree was good to eat and
pleasing to the eye, and that it was desirable for the knowledge
that it could give. So she took some of its fruit and ate it. She
gave some also to her husband who was with her, and he ate it.
Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they realised
that they were naked. So they sewed fig-leaves together to
make themselves loin-cloths.

First Reading

Responsorial Psalm

(R)
1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. In your

compassion blot out my offence. O wash me more and more
from my guilt and cleanse me from my sin. (R.)

2. My offences truly | know them; my sin is always before me.
Against you, you alone, have | sinned; what is evil in your
sight | have done. (R.)

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

3. Apure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit
within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, nor
deprive me of your holy spirit.  (R.)

4. Give me again the joy of your help; with a spirit of
fervour sustain me. O Lord, open my lips and my mouth
shall declare your praise . (R.)

Rom 5:12-19

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death,
and thus death has spread through the whole human race
because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world long
before the Law was given. There was no law and so no one
could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned
over all from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike that
of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law.

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself
considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through
one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine
grace, coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so

Second Reading

many as an abundant free gift. The results of the gift also
outweigh the results of one man’s sin: for after one single fall
came judgement with a verdict of condemnation, now after
many falls comes grace with its verdict of acquittal. If it is
certain that death reigned over everyone as the consequence
of one man’s fall, it is even more certain that one man, Jesus
Christ, will cause everyone to reign in life who receives the free
gift that he does not deserve, of being made righteous. Again,
as one man’s fall brought condemnation on everyone, so the
good act of one man brings everyone life and makes them
justified. As by one man’s disobedience many were made
sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be made
righteous.

Gospel Acclamation

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Mt 4:1-11

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights,
after which he was very hungry, and the tempter came and said
to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to turn into
loaves.’ But he replied, ‘Scripture says:

Man does not live on bread alone

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’
The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand on
the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said,
‘throw yourself down; for scripture says:

He will put you in his angels’ charge,

and they will support you on their hands

in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says:

You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’
Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed him
all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. ‘1 will give
you all these’, he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’
Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says:

You must worship the Lord your God,

and serve him alone.’
Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after
him.

Gospel

Communion Antiphon
One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that

comes forth from the mouth of God .

Next Sunday: Second Sunday of Lent
Gen 12:1-4; 2 Tim 1:8-10; Mt 17:1-9




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

Clearly, the theme linking the First Reading and the Gospel
today is that of ‘temptation’, with the Second Reading
offering Paul’s densely theological contrast between Adam
and Christ.

It seems to be a standard pattern that when people are
called by God for some purpose they soon undergo a
period of test. In hearing and following God’s call, they may
have experienced a great sense of affirmation and
freedom. But now comes a ‘desert’ experience through
which, within the context of God’s love and acceptance,
they must learn far more deeply what it is to be a human
being in relationship to God. Stripped of their usual props
and comforts, alone simply with that relationship, they
come to feel their own powerlessness, sinfulness and utter
dependence upon God. Only with this knowledge can they
become effective instruments of God’s purpose for the
world.

The classic instance of this pattern is that of Israel’s forty
year wandering in the Sinai desert — a period of testing,
where Israel often failed. In the Synoptic tradition Jesus
himself undergoes such a period of test, recapitulating the
story of his people but also, on a more universal scale, that
of humankind itself summed up in the figure of Adam.

Appropriately, then, the First Reading (Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-
7) gives us a somewhat potted version of the second
account of creation in Genesis 2. God fashions the first man
(Hebrew ‘adam’) from the clay of the earth and places him,
along with his female companion (‘Eve’), in a garden setting
where all they had to do for nourishment was to stretch
out their hands to the fruits surrounding them. The sense is
that God’s total intent for human beings is to lavish life and
gifts upon them. But there is an element of test. The all-
important relationship with God cannot develop unless the
human pair know God as God and themselves as creatures,
greatly gifted by God to be sure but within creaturely limit.
Hence, while they may eat from all the trees of the garden,
including the tree of life (the source of immortality), there
is one tree from which they may not eat: the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. The most likely understanding
of this mysterious tree is that which sees it as simply a
symbol of going beyond creaturely limit, to grasp
knowledge and status belonging to God alone.

The test that comes with the serpent’s suggestion contains,
like all temptations, an element of deceit. The serpent sows
a doubt about the trustworthiness and benevolence of
God. Is God really loading the human couple with gifts and
favours? Or is God craftily keeping something from them so
as to preserve divine status for Godself alone?

What follows the lapse into disobedience is a breakdown of
relationships in all directions. Previously the human pair
had enjoyed a relationship of adult intimacy and freedom

with God. Now they run away from the divine approach like
naughty children. The nakedness of which they become
conscious symbolises the breakdown of intimacy between
themselves. Lost, above all, is trust.

The Christian tradition has tended to find in Paul’s
reflection on this episode as it appears in the Second
Reading (Romans 5:12-19) an instruction about sin and its
transmission to the entire race. But the main reason he
introduces Adam is to say something with greater emphasis
about Christ. He compares and contrasts the two figures in
order to bring out the superiority of the gift of grace and
eternal life that comes to us in Christ over against the
legacy of sin and stemming from Adam. The passage, then,
is more a paean to the triumph of grace than an instruction
upon the ravages of sin.

Deuteronomy 6-8 provides the essential background to
Matthew’s account of the testing of Jesus told in the
Gospel (4:1-11). As God’s covenant people, Israel could
expect to receive protection and food (manna) from God
during her forty-year sojourn in the desert of Sinai before
entrance into the promised land. Israel was not to put God
to the test by trying to force God’s hand in these areas.

The three temptations the devil puts to Jesus take up each
area in turn: food, protection, possession of the land
(understood now as lordship of the entire world). In all
three areas God has allowed the Son to be placed in a
situation of test. Citing texts from Deuteronomy, Jesus
dismisses the suggestion in each case, displaying complete
trust in the goodness and providence of the Father. The
lordship of the world, a shortcut to which Satan dangled
before him, will in fact be given to him as risen Lord,
following his obedient death upon the cross for the
redemption of the world (Matt 28:18; see also Phil 2:8-11).

The Lenten liturgy and observance invite Christians to share
something of the ‘desert’ experience of Christ, to go a little
beyond our comfort zones in some areas, in order to enter
more deeply into the relationship with the Father that is
his.

From LiturgyHelp



First Sunday of Lent

“The snake replied: “When you eat it, you will be like God and
know what is good and what is bad.””  Genesis 2: 7-9; 3: 1-7

We humans are  story-telling
creatures. For a significant part of
each day, we tell stories. We engage in
that activity when we’re on the phone,
when we sit around with co-workers
at morning tea and lunch, when we
gather with friends for a drink after
work, when we sit with family at the dinner table. Most of our
stories are accounts of our experience, about what we saw and
heard. To those accounts we add our interpretations and
impressions. Every now and then we embellish our stories with
creative additions in order to impress our audience. As time
goes by, the original story may be increasingly embellished, so
much so that it adopts the status of a family or institutional
legend.

Readers of this weekly reflection have seen on several
occasions a statement of my conviction that all stories are true,
even though they might not be factual. All cultures have shaped
legends that have grown out of real or imagined events and
have been shaped to teach cherished values. The Genesis story
of the fall of Adam and Eve from their original innocence
(today’s first reading) is a true story for the message it carries,
rather than an account of a factual happening. From a literary
perspective, it belongs to the category of legend. Yet it carries a
valuable message about the propensity we all have for doing
evil.

The gospel-reading is another story from Matthew that declares
how Jesus, in his humanity, had to contend with temptations to
do evil but was successful in resisting them. Matthew’s account
reinforces the message from the Letter to the Hebrews that
Jesus was like us in every way, except that he did not sin (cf
Hebrews 4: 15). The underlying message of the first two
temptations that Satan put to Jesus was that God is really
capricious, unpredictable and unable to be trusted. Satan
effectively claimed that, if God can turn stones into bread, then
God should do it on a regular basis; that if God can send angels
to catch people who jump from heights, can such a God, who
looks for entertainment in histrionics and spectacular, life-
risking swan dives, be trustworthy? When Jesus dismissed
those two temptations, Satan shifted to a direct approach, and
put it to Jesus that embracing evil would bring him limitless
wealth and personal satisfaction. Jesus refused to be seduced
and stated clearly that his allegiance and fidelity were to Israel’s
God of limitless love and goodness. The three responses Jesus
gave to Satan echo words from Moses recorded in the Book of
Deuteronomy. To Satan’s first temptation Jesus replied, using
words Moses had spoken to the people of Israel : “God let you
be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you with manna, a food
unknown to you and your fathers, in order to show that not by
bread alone does man live, but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God” (Deuteronomy 8: 3). To the second
temptation Jesus said: “You shall not put the Lord, your God, to
the test, as you did at Massa” (Deuteronomy 6: 16). Then to the
third: “Deeply respect God your God. Serve and worship him
exclusively” (Deuteronomy 6: 13).

There is deep irony in our rationalising that, by giving ourselves
an experience of evil, we can become like God. When we make
that choice, we wipe away any goodness to which we might
have been able to lay claim.

Traditionally, Lent is a time when we turn our close attention to
how we deal with the temptations that come our way. While
we were reminded on Ash Wednesday that prayer and fasting
are helpful disciplines for ordering our waywardness, our focus
might best be put on quality rather than quantity. God is not a
subscriber to the deprivation business. Yet, central part of the
subtlety of the snake’s proposal to Eve was the idea that God
was depriving Adam and her of something to which they were
entitled. Neither is it helpful for us to conclude that we can earn
God’s approval by our setting for ourselves targets for the
number of times we stop for prayers or the number of drinks,
cigarettes or chocolates we can deny ourselves. Any disciplines
we decide to undertake for Lent are surely meant to be about
enhancing the quality of our love, our compassion for others
and our relationships with one another.

Over centuries, many legends have grown up in the Christian
churches, especially linked to saints. One, for example, with
which most of us are familiar is that of St Patrick ridding Ireland
of snakes. He was credited with chasing them all into the sea
when some of them attacked him during a 40 day fast he was
undertaking (Sounds a little like Lent, doesn’t it?). A popular
Lenten devotion for hundreds of years has been making The
Stations of the Cross. The sixth Station has the title: “Veronica
wipes the face of Jesus”. While there is no reference to this in
the Gospels, it comes as no surprise to us that one of the
women who followed Jesus to Calvary would have been brave
enough to reach out to him in compassion as he was being
goaded along, and to use her veil to wipe the blood, sweat and
spittle from his face. The story originated in the Eastern Church
and was not embraced by the Roman or Western Church until
the 14th Century. The Eastern Church had attributed this
extraordinary act of compassion to the woman Jesus had cured
of a haemorrhage when she reached out in faith to touch the
hem of his cloak. They gave her the name of Bernice. When the
Latins adopted the story, they changed the woman’s name to
Veronica, a name derived from two Latin words meaning true
image (vera and icon). While the legend relates that Jesus left
the image of his face on the woman’s veil, the act of
compassion shown by Bernice, whose name was changed to
Veronica, was presented to all Christians as a model or icon of
the compassion that Jesus showed to the rejects of society
throughout the three years of his public ministry.

The truth of the story is the unmistakable message that
everyone who reaches out in compassion to victims of
prejudice, oppression, wars, natural disasters and every kind of
injustice has the image of Jesus engraved on her or his heart. If
there is any meaning to the fasting, abstaining and prayer in
which we engage during Lent, it is that those very activities will
lead us to reach out in care, compassion and practical
assistance to our fellow human beings who vyearn for
acceptance, security, shelter, food and clean water. The legend
of this woman, irrespective of how we name her, is the Gospel
in short-hand. Every Lenten discipline we undertake is meant to
transform us to live and love in imitation of the woman at the
centre of the legend. Let’s not forget that the Gospel can come
to us in ways we may not have imagined.

Julian McDonald cfc.AO



Congratulations to

+ Hudson Bright

+ Andre Chedid

+ Mia Redden

+ Sebastian Rollans

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week

We pray that their faith may be an important and
integral part of their life.

Our Week

Friday 3 March
7:00pm Stations of the Cross at St Michael’s and OLOL
7.45pm Lectio Divina at St Michael’s

Anointing of the seriously sick

will take place on Friday 3rd March
during the 9.15am Mass

First Friday Morning Tea!

There will be a cup of tea in the Downey Room
after morning Mass on Friday 3rd March

All are welcome!

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2023
FOCUS THIS YEAR IS ON THE WOMEN OF TAIWAN
Friday, 3rd March at 7.30pm
Location: Wesley Uniting Church, Showground
Road, Castle Hill (off-street parking available)
For further details please call Lyn on 0412 689 261

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS COMMISSIONING

CEREMONY: THURSDAY 16 MARCH

New career teachers and newly appointed

(first time) Principals and Directors of

Catholic Schools in the Diocese of

Parramatta are invited to a Commissioning

and welcoming ceremony to commence the

academic year. The ceremony will be

conducted as Vespers on Thursday 16 March at St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Parramatta, from 5.30pm to 7.30pm. if you would
like to attend, please RSVP to Christie Shaylor at
events@parra.catholic.edu.au or phone (02) 9840 5656 by
Friday 9 March 2023.

on Fridays @7pm at
St Michael's and Our Lady Of Lourdes
during Lent

LENTEN REFLECTION PROGRAM - STARTING 27 FEBRUARY,
THE MONDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY

Meeting in the Crying Room at St Michael’s
Church after 9.15am Mass.

The Program is “No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk
Through Christ’s Passion” by Dr. Edward Sri

Contact: Barbara Stenning 0466 608 400
Anne Sullivan 0424 961 739

YOU’'RE INVITED

Our next ALPHA program commences on
Wednesday, 1st March 2023 at 7.20pm at Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre, 1 Canyon Rd,
Baulkham Hills.

ALPHA is open to everyone so please join us each week as
we explore life, faith, and God in a friendly, relaxed
environment.

To find out more access this link: https://player.vimeo.com/
video/182479526 or to register please contact Steve
Harrison via email at steve.harrison1966@gmail.com or by
phone on 0421 414 330. We hope to see you there.

CLEAN UP DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA DAY:

SUNDAY 5 MARCH

Catholic Youth Parramatta and MET - Peace,
Justice and Ecology invite you to take action! On Clean Up
Australia Day, Sunday 5 March, witness to the call to take
care of God’s creation. Join or organise a group to clean up a
site in your local area. Express your interest today by visiting
https://parracatholic.org/cleanup/

MET WORSHIP MUSIC FOR PASCAL

TRIDUUM WORKSHOP: TUESDAY 7 MARCH

Musicians and liturgy planners are invited to

attend an evening exploring music for the

Pascal Triduum Tuesday 7 March from 7pm to 9pm at the
Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown.

The session will be presented by Eric Grella, Music Formation
Facilitator, MET, and Assistant Music Director at St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Parramatta. To RSVP by 2 March, please contact
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org or call 0460 037 795.

PROJECT COMPASSION SUNDAY
25 & 26 FEBRUARY

After losing her father when she was just 10-
years-old, Laxmi was at risk of falling further
into extreme poverty. But with the support of
our partner Caritas Nepal, Laxmi joined a
child's club, became a leader in her school
and is now a mentor to other children in her
village.

Please donate to Project Compassion 2023.

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their
challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All
Future Generations.

[=] =3 m]
You can donate through Project Compassion t&'ﬁﬂ'\'ﬁl
donation boxes/envelopes available from your 2 !'E'-dg
parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project- fri i :lf
compassion, or by calling 1800 024 413. -
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PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS — CONFIRMATION PROGRAM

The 2023 Sacramental Program for the Parish of Baulkham Hills has been organised so
that both St Michael's and Our Lady of Lourdes communities will be celebrating each
sacrament around the same time.

The first of the sacraments for this year is the celebration of the Sacrament of
Confirmation, scheduled for the week of May 8 to 12.

As with all programs we invite you to register your child/ren via this online registration form
and to nominate the Church where you wish your child/ren to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation.

The Sacrament of Confirmation is available to all children of the Parish (both churches)
who are 10/11 years of age or older and who have received the Sacraments of Penance
and Eucharist. Children must be at least 10%2 (usually Year 5/6) at the time of the
celebration of the Sacrament.

Please complete this form to enrol in the Confirmation Program for 2023. If you have more than one child
enrolling in the Program, one form is required for each participating child.

Enrolment registrations need to be completed by Friday 3 March.

The program this year will again involve a compulsory parent information evening followed by 4 weeks of working
with your child at home using the Child's workbook and notes provided by the Parish.

The compulsory parent information evening will involve a brief understanding of the Sacrament, various details
associated with the practicalities of the Sacrament. You will also pick up the child's workbook.

The Parents Information Evening will be held
e at St Michaels: Monday 6 March and Tuesday 7 March at 7.30pm in the Church
e At Our Lady of Lourdes Monday 6 March at 7.30pm in the OLOL Learning Centre

Please attend the meeting at the church at which you wish your child to receive the Sacrament.

The celebration of the Sacrament will take place at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on Wednesday 10th May and
Thursday 11th May at 7.00pm. Further details will be provided later.

The celebration of the Sacrament will take place at St Michael's Church on Monday 8th May, Tuesday 9th
May and Friday 12th May at 7.00pm. Further details will be provided later.

Should you have any questions please email sacspobh@gmail.com

Link + QR Code for Onlline Registration

Use either the link or the QR Code below to access the Registration Form

https://forms.gle/HBOMhCVrmyURnfAcA
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2024

2024 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS

School tours and interviews are currently taking place.

Open Mornings:
27 February 9:30 am - 11:00am
7 March 9:30 am - 11:00am
14 March 9:30 am - 11:00am
31 March 9:30 am - 11:00am

Enrolment packages can also be collected from

the school office between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm

Please call 9865 1600 for further information






Mount St Benedict College
OPEN DAY Sunday 5 March 10am - 2pm
Please note: Families with a daughter in Year 5 should apply now for Year 7, 2025. Online Expression of
Interest forms should be lodged by the end of Year 4.









PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

2023 Sacramental Programme Details
for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age
who have been baptised.

St Michael’s Church ~ 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills
Our Lady of Lourdes Church ~ 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills

Term 3  Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June
Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July

Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised)

Term 4  Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September
Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September
Celebration at St Michael’s :
Friday 10 November / 17 November ~ 7.30pm,
Saturday 11 November /18 November ~ 2.30pm
Sunday 12 November /19 November ~ 12noon and 2.30pm
Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes :
Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm
Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm
Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am



Children’s Guardian Act 2019 & the Child Safe Standards

From 1 February 2023, the Children's Guardian now has power in law to
take action to ensure organisations comply with the Child Safe
Standards.

From: https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-
standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement

What can each one of us do to actively demonstrate how the 10 Child
Safe Standards play a very important role in ensuring children in our
Parish are cared for and safe in our community?

Our 6 points of Safeguarding Training demonstrates that each person in
parish ministry is compliant in Standard 7. Our training also informs all
those in parish life of their role and responsibility in ensuring each of the
other Standards can be demonstrated as well.

Each Parish Ministry is very important to our faith and local community.
Let us all show this by our collective commitment to this training.

If you are still to finalise your Safeguarding Training, please take
advantage of the upcoming face to face opportunities around the
Diocese. Next week the ‘New Year’s Dash Training’ begins at: Glenbrook,
Rooty Hill, Springwood and Quakers Hill. Check with your Parish Office for
dates and time. You are welcome to register for any of these training
sessions by contacting: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

If you would like to complete the training independently on our online
training platform you can start these modules at any time and complete
them at your own pace.

Sign up onto the platform by clicking on this link: https://
learning.safeguarding.org.au

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding Training, please email
Maria Kervin, Community Engagement and Education Officer at:
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org

Let’s get this done and show our Parishes are committed
to building safe communities!
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest

Assistant Deacons
Youth Ministry

St Michael's Parish Centre

Deacon Roque Dias
Kimberley Almeida

Father Wim Hoekstra
Father Jessie Balorio
Father Chadi lbrahim SDB

(02) 9639 0598

Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm

Office Administrator
Assistant Secretary

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm
Secretary

Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755
Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

Monica O’Callaghan
Betty Cheung

Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm
Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am
ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH
1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

Email: olol@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

. ¢ Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang

Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Secretary Rita Ryou

Mass Times LECTORS THIS WEEK sem | ush LECTORS NEXT WEEK ser | uen
26 FEBRUARY 2023 VER | ERS 05 MARCH 2023 VER | ERS

Saturday N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt,

5.30 C.R Al 1 mos Bl >®

-0 pm - Ryan - Doouza In your mercy, please remember those for
Sunday M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, E | sR D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, sr| sr whom prayers have been asked
8.00 am A. Sullivan V. Vella

Recently Deceased:
ignggy g ﬁnggrs&nhL.t;edesco, G | 3 |s.Buteer T. Dwyer, T. Reodique H | sr Mariano I?llay, Suzie I\./Ie.llnz and victims of the
O0am | B. Fabri, M. Rutkin Corona Virus pandemic in NSW and around
Sunday A Goonan. A Hav. 1. Laser « | 4 | stagnitta, R santos, sl s the world and those who have died in the
6.00 pm ) » Ay, L D. Guia Ukraine, Turkey and Syria
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS Anniversary:
Times 26 FEBRUARY 2023 05 MARCH 2023 . .
Kevin Hore, Col Rankin, Rose Fernandes,
Saturday | G. Shin, E. Riches, R. Gosper, K. McEIduff, A. Mascari, L. Domanillo, Oreste Pennati
5.30 pm L. Karam, W. Ng R. Gosper .
Sick:
gu&()iay M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness :\:/I P(;’almer—Buréoré, lv_lt.hPalmer-Burton, Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Joey & Noah,

-00 am - Lameron, 5. smi Cathy Vella, Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon,
Sunday Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Barbara Ison,
10.00 am N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price,

Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Mary Burns,
Sunday |5 rinnerty, S, Stagnitta, E. Lee N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf,
6.00 pm . . .
Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto, Gizzella Gherm,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 26.02.23 WEEK BEGINNING 05.03.23 Frank Jacobs, Sean Angeles, Jacinta Hollins,
Joe Maroun, Hazel Clasquin, Richard Miranda,
COUNTERs | Counters 26.02.23 : Counters 05.03.23 : Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,
Team 6 : K. Cope Team 7: P. Kocsis Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,
FLOWER  |Saturday 04.03.23: Saturday 11.03.23 : Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
MINISTRY M. Mifsud, R. O’'Donnell D. Maglalang, N. Fernando
PROJECTOR Weekend 04th/05th March 2023 - Masses: Sat 5pm: A. D’'Souza
Sun 8am: M. O’Loan 10am: G. Wongso 6pm: A. Saker
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