Parish of Baulkham ills
St Michagl’s Community

Segventh dunday in Ordinary Time — 19th Februaryg 2023

PARISH NOTES—A COVID SAFE PARISH

Dear Parishioners,

LENT AND ASH WEDNESDAY

Lent begins this Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, February 22.
The distribution of ashes will take place during these
Masses.

Mass Times:
9.15am St Michael’'s
9.30am  Our Lady of Lourdes
11.30am  Our Lady of Lourdes (whole school Mass)
12 noon St Michael’s (whole school Mass)
7.30pm St Michael’s
7.30pm  Our Lady of Lourdes

ASH WEDNESDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY are days of fast and
abstinence.

e The law of fasting binds those who have completed their
18th year, until the beginning of their 60th year, i.e. only
one major meal for the day.

e The law of abstinence from meat binds those who have
completed their fourteenth year (CCL 97, 1251-52).

Lent is also a penitential season of prayer, self-denial and
helping others. In this way the whole church prepares for
Easter with those who are to be baptised or received into the
Church. During Fridays in Lent you are expected to do some
penitential act, e.g. abstaining from meat is one of the
options, as is attending Mass, donating to Project
Compassion.

Please pick up Project Compassion boxes or envelopes.

The Maronite Community are advised that Ash Monday
services will be held at 5pm and 7.30pm on Monday, 20
February at St Michael’s Church.

LECTIO DIVINA - EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT AFTER
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Fr Chadi Ibrahim invites everyone to join in the practice as we
journey through Lent together. The first session of Lection
Divina will be Friday 24th February in St Michael’s Church at
7:45pm.

APPEAL FOR SYRIA AND TURKEY EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

This weekend we will hold a special collection for the victims
of the earthquake which will be distributed by the Salesian
Province of the Middle East, of which Fr Chadi is a member.

Please donate to help rebuild the lives of Syrian
earthquake via this link or scan the QR code.
Choose Biller Code in the drop-down box:
1681337 - Special Collections and complete
details.

CO-ORDINATOR/ORGANISERS OF CHILDREN'’S LITURGY
Children’s liturgy during the 10am Mass at St Michael’s and
9.30am Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes is currently suspended,
while we try to find some people who are willing to
co-ordinate or be involved in this important ministry. We have
three names at the moment but need more.

This involves leading the Children to either the Parish
Meeting Rooms or the Downey Room and helping make the
Gospel of the day meaningful for them. We do have access to
programs which will make this easier for you.

In the meantime, we will provide worksheets based on the
scriptures of the Sunday which children can take home with
them.

MASS LINK

The Mass link for this Saturday for Seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time - Year A (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE
after that is https://youtu.be/VOGXNxnHPWI. Please copy
the link into browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our
Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the
link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of
Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian
for your help with this every week.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Registration for the Sacrament of Confirmation at both
St Michael’s and Our Lady of Lourdes begins this weekend
and must be completed by Friday, 31 March.

A Compulsory Parents’ Information evening will be held at
7.30pm on Monday 6 March at St Michael’s and Our Lady of
Lourdes, and at 7.30pm Tuesday 7 March at
St Michael’s.

The registration link is https://forms.gle/
HBOMhCVrmyURNfAcA or scan the QR code for @i
further information. ’

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION
This week Pope Francis resumed his catechesis on The
Passion For Evangelization: The Apostolic Zeal Of The
Believer. His theme this week is “The first apostolate.”

A summary of his catechesis is provided here, and the full
text is attached to these notices.

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis
on apostolic zeal, the desire to share with others the joy
of the Gospel, we now consider the calling of the twelve
apostles, whom Jesus chose “to be with him and to be
sent out to proclaim the Good News” (Mk 3:14). Both
aspects of that call are essential, for only by closeness
to Jesus do we learn to proclaim him and not ourselves,
his word and not our own. As Jesus sends the apostles
forth on mission, he tells them to share the gift that they
themselves received, the unmerited gift of God’s



https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
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redeeming love. Their message must be his own: that
the kingdom of God is at hand and requires only that we
receive it with open hearts. Jesus also tells the apostles
that they are sent forth like sheep among wolves, to
propose the Gospel above all by their witness of
meekness, innocence and personal conviction,
proclaiming Christ more by their actions than by their
words. The Church, as “apostolic’, is entirely
missionary; each of us, in Baptism, is called by Jesus to
live in closeness to him and to be sent forth, in union
with all our brothers and sisters, to bear witness to his
Gospel before the world.

THE DECEASED
Please remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Fr Emad Dahar, Antoin Khoury
Anniversaries: Joseph & Najla Antoun, John Carollo,
Kevin Hore, Marie & Joe Shahady, Richard Tarlinton,
Gavin Wongkee,

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with
the proper recording for the second collection, please

include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection - for
support of the Parish,
BSB 067 950
Account No 000000214
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhambhills

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR
EVANGELISATION :
The Apostolic Zeal Of the Believer -
“The first apostolate”

In his address in Italian the Pope
resumed his cycle of catechesis
on The passion for evangelization:
the apostolic zeal of the believer,
focusing on the theme: “The first
apostolate” (Bible reading:
Mt 10:7-10, 16).

After summarizing his catechesis in various languages,
the Holy Father addressed special greetings to the
faithful present.

The General Audience concluded with the recitation of
the Pater Noster and the apostolic blessing.

Catechesis of the Holy Father

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

We continue our catechesis; the theme we have chosen
is “The passion of evangelizing, apostolic zeal.” Because
evangelizing is not saying, ‘Look, blah, blah, blah’ and
nothing more. There is a passion that involves
everything: the mind, the heart, the hands, going out...
everything, the whole person is involved with this
proclamation of the Gospel, and for this reason we talk
about the passion for evangelizing. After having seen in
Jesus the model and the master of proclamation, we turn
today to the first disciples, to what the disciples did. The
Gospel says that Jesus “appointed twelve, to be with
Him, and to be sent out to preach” (Mk 3:14), two things:
to be with him and to send them to preach. There is one
aspect that seems contradictory: He called them to be
with Him and to go and preach. One would say: either
one or the other, either stay or go. But no: for Jesus
there is no going without staying and there is no staying
without going. It is not easy to understand this, but that’s
the way it is. Let us try to understand a little bit what is
the sense in which Jesus says these things.

First of all, there is no going without staying: before
sending the disciples on mission, Christ—the Gospel
says—“calls them to Himself” (cf. Mt 10:1). The
proclamation is born from the encounter with the Lord;
every Christian activity, especially the mission, begins
from there. Not from what is learnt in an academy. No,
no! It begins from the encounter with the Lord.
Witnessing Him, in fact, means radiating Him; but, if we
do not receive His light, we will be extinguished; if we do
not spend time with Him, we will bear ourselves instead
of Him—I am bringing myself and not Him—and it will all
be in vain. So only the person who remains with Him can
bring the Gospel of Jesus. Someone who does not remain
with Him cannot bear the Gospel. He will bring ideas, but
not the Gospel. Equally, however, there is no staying
without going. In fact, following Christ is not an inward
looking fact: without proclamation, without service,
without mission, the relationship with Jesus does not
grow. We note that in the Gospel the Lord sends the
disciples before having completed their preparation:
shortly after having called them, He is already sending
them! This means that the mission experience is part of
Christian formation. Let us then recall these two
constitutive moments for every disciple: staying with
Jesus and going forth, sent by Jesus.

Having called the disciples to Himself and before sending
them, Christ addresses a discourse to them, known as
the ‘missionary discourse’—this is what it is called in the
Gospel. It is found in chapter 10 of Matthew’s Gospel and
is like the ‘constitution’ of the proclamation. From that
discourse, which | recommend you read today—it is only
one page in the Gospel—I| draw out three aspects: why
proclaim, what to proclaim and how to proclaim.
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Why to proclaim: The motivation lies in a few words of
Jesus, which it is good for us to remember: “Freely you
have received, freely give” (v. 8). They are just a few
words. But why proclaim? Because | have received freely,
and | should give freely. The proclamation does not begin
from us, but from the beauty of what we have received
for free, without merit: meeting Jesus, knowing Him,
discovering that we are loved and saved. It is such a great
gift that we cannot keep it to ourselves, we feel the need
to spread it; but in the same style, right? That is, in
gratuitousness. In other words: we have a gift, so we are
called to make a gift of ourselves; we have received a gift
and our vocation is to make a gift of ourselves to others;
there is in us the joy of being children of God, it must be
shared with our brothers and sisters who do not yet know
it! This is the reason for the proclamation. Going forth
and bringing the joy of what we have received.

Second: What, then, to proclaim? Jesus says: “Preach as
you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (v.
7). This is what must be said, first and foremost: God is
near. So, never forget this: God has always been close to
the people. He said it to the people Himself: He said,
“Look, what God is as close to the nations as | am to
you?” This closeness is one of the most important things
about God. There are three important things: closeness,
mercy, and tenderness. Don’t forget that. Who is God?
The One Who is Close, the One Who is Tender, the One
Who is Merciful. This is the reality of God. We, in
preaching, often urge people to do something, and that is
fine; but let’s not forget that the main message is that He
is near: closeness, mercy, and tenderness. Accepting
God’s love is more difficult because we always want to be
in the centre, we want to be protagonists, we are more
inclined to do than to let ourselves be moulded, to speak
than to listen. But, if what we do comes first, we will still
be the protagonists. Instead, the proclamation must give
primacy to God: to give the primacy to God, the first place
to God, and to give to others the opportunity to welcome
Him, to realise that He is near. And me in the background.

The third point: how to proclaim. This is the aspect Jesus
dwells on most: how to proclaim, what is the method,
what should be the language for proclaiming; it’s
significant: He tells us that the manner, the style is
essential in witnessing. Witnessing does not just involve
the mind and saying something, the concepts. No. It
involves everything, mind, heart, hands, everything, the
three languages of the person: the language of thought,
the language of affection, and the language of work. The
three languages. One cannot evangelise only with the
mind or only with the heart or only with the hands.
Everything is involved. And, in style, the important thing
is testimony, as Jesus wants us to do. He says this: “I send

you out as sheep among wolves” (v. 16). He does not ask
us to be able to face the wolves, that is, to be able to
argue, to offer counter arguments, and to defend
ourselves. No, no. We might think like this: let us become
relevant, numerous, prestigious, and the world will listen
to us and respect us and we will defeat the wolves. No,
it’s not like that. No, | send you out as sheep, as lambs.
This is important. If you don’t want to be sheep, the Lord
will not defend you from the wolves. Deal with it as best
you can. But if you are sheep, rest assured that the Lord
will defend you from the wolves. Be humble. He asks us
to be like this, to be meek and with the will to be
innocent, to be disposed to sacrifice; this is what the lamb
represents: meekness, innocence, dedication, tenderness.
And He, the Shepherd, will recognise His lambs and
protect them from the wolves. On the other hand, lambs
disguised as wolves are unmasked and torn to pieces. A
Church Father wrote: ‘As long as we are lambs, we will
conquer, and even if we are surrounded by many wolves,
we will overcome them. But if we become wolves—‘Ah,
how clever, look, | feel good about myself’—we will be
defeated, because we will be deprived of the shepherd’s
help. He does not shepherd wolves, but lambs’ (St John
Chrysostom, Homily 33 on the Gospel of Matthew). If |
want to be the Lord’s, | have to allow Him to be my
shepherd; and He is not the shepherd of wolves, He is the
shepherd of lambs, meek, humble, kind as the Lord is.

Still on the subject of how to proclaim, it is striking that
Jesus, instead of prescribing what to bring on a mission,
says what not to bring. At times, one sees some apostles,
some person who relocates, some Christian that says he
is an apostle and has given his life to the Lord, and he is
carrying a lot of luggage. But this is not of the Lord. The
Lord makes you lighten your load. “Take no gold, nor
silver, nor copper in your belts, no bag for your journey,
nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor a staff” (vwv. 9—10). Don’t
take anything. He says not to lean on material certainties,
but to go into the world without worldliness. That is to
say, | am going into the world, not with the style of the
world, not with the world’s values, not with wordliness—
for the Church, falling into worldliness is the worst thing
that can happen. | go forth with simplicity. This is how
one should proclaim: by showing Jesus rather than talking
about Jesus. And how do we show lJesus? With our
witness. And finally, by going together, in community: the
Lord sends all the disciples, but no one goes alone. The
apostolic Church is completely missionary and in the
mission it finds its unity. So: going forth, meek and good
as lambs, without worldliness, and going together. Here is
the key to the proclamation, this is the key to success in
evangelization. Let us accept these invitations from Jesus:
may His words be our point of reference.



Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon

O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. My heart will
rejoice in your salvation. | will sing to the Lord who
has been bountiful with me.

First Reading Lev 19:1-2, 17-18

The Lord spoke to Moses; he said: ‘Speak to the
whole community of the sons of Israel and say to
them: “Be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy.
“You must not bear hatred for your brother in your
heart. You must openly tell him, your neighbour, of
his offence; this way you will not take a sin upon
yourself. You must not exact vengeance, nor must
you bear a grudge against the children of your
people. You must love your neighbour as yourself. |
am the Lord.”

Responsorial Psalm

(R) The Lord is kind and merciful.

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my being,
bless his holy name. My soul, give thanks to the
Lord and never forget all his blessings. (R.)

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every
one of your ills, who redeems your life from the
grave, who crowns you with love and compassion.

(R.)

3. The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger
and rich in mercy. He does not treat us according
to our sins nor repay us according to our faults.
(R.)

4. As far as the east is from the west so far does he
remove our sins. As a father has compassion on
his sons, the Lord has pity on those who fear him.

(R.)

Second Reading 1 Cor 3:16-23

Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple and
that the Spirit of God was living among you? If
anybody should destroy the temple of God, God will
destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred;
and you are that temple.

Make no mistake about it: if any one of you thinks of
himself as wise, in the ordinary sense of the word,
then he must learn to be a fool before he really can
be wise. Why? Because the wisdom of this world is
foolishness to God. As scripture says: The Lord knows
wise men’s thoughts: he knows how useless they
are, or again: God is not convinced by the arguments

of the wise. So there is nothing to boast about in
anything human: Paul, Apollos, Cephas, the world,
life and death, the present and the future, are all
your servants; but you belong to Christ and Christ
belongs to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Whoever keeps the word of Christ, grows perfect in
the love of God.

Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 5:38-48

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it
was said: Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. But | say
this to you: offer the wicked man no resistance. On
the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek,
offer him the other as well; if a man takes you to law
and would have your tunic, let him have your cloak
as well. And if anyone orders you to go one mile, go
two miles with him. Give to anyone who asks, and if
anyone wants to borrow, do not turn away.

‘You have learnt how it was said: You must love your
neighbour and hate your enemy. But | say this to
you: love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you; in this way you will be sons of your
Father in heaven, for he causes his sun to rise on bad
men as well as good, and his rain to fall on honest
and dishonest men alike. For if you love those who
love you, what right have you to claim any credit?
Even the tax collectors do as much, do they not? And
if you save your greetings for your brothers, are you
doing anything exceptional? Even the pagans do as
much, do they not? You must therefore be perfect
just as your heavenly Father is perfect.’

Communion Antiphon

| will recount all your wonders, | will rejoice in you
and be glad, and sing psalms to your name, O Most
High.

Next Sunday: First Sunday of Lent
Gen 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Rom 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY

BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

Today’s Gospel takes up the last two of the six
pronouncements with which Jesus authoritatively
reinterprets the Torah (Law) of Moses in the direction of
the ‘deeper righteousness’ required of the community of
the Kingdom.

The radical reinterpretation he offers in the Gospel is very
helpfully foreshadowed by the passage from Leviticus 17
(vv. 1-2, 17-18) in the First Reading. This shows that,
while Jesus’ pronouncements in the Gospel involve a
contrast with what was said ‘of old’ (that is, in the Law of
Moses), there is no absolute opposition. Rather, his
fulfilment of the Law brings out its radical depth. The
opening statement, ‘Be holy, for |, the Lord your God, am
holy,” serves as a kind of theme for what is called the
‘Holiness Code’ in the Book of Leviticus (chapters 17-26).
It makes the point — one that Jesus will take up — that the
‘righteousness’ required of Israel reflects the character
and action of Israel’s God. The concluding sentences
address the issue of dealing with injury received from a
fellow Israelite. Anticipating the teaching of Jesus, the
Law looks to the human heart and insists that grudges
must not be held in a way that seeks opportunities for
vengeance. On the contrary, the matter must be brought
out into the open and resolved within the wider ideal of
‘loving one’s neighbour as oneself’.

Jesus’ reinterpretation of the Torah arrives at its most
radical point in the two final rulings that make up the
Gospel: on retaliation (Matthew 5:38-42) and love of
enemies (5:43-48). The old prescription about ‘an eye for
an eye and a tooth for a tooth’ (Exod 21:24; Deut 19:21:
Lev 24:20) is commonly cited as an example of the
harshness of the Old Testament dispensation. This is
unfair. In the tribal situation of early Israel, where
institutions of justice were barely established, the law of
strict reciprocity was a realistic measure to contain and
limit the spiral of violence — to bring ‘pay back’ to a
closure that all parties would recognise as fair. What
Jesus commends is a readiness to disarm violence by
being prepared to accept double what the perpetrator
requires. The specific instances that he mentions -
surrendering your cloak as well as your tunic; going two
miles instead of just one — reflect social conditions in the
Palestine of his day when soldiers of the occupying
Roman forces could make such demands of members of
the populace with impunity — something perfectly
illustrated when Simon of Cyrene is compelled to carry
Jesus’ cross (Matt 27:32). Readiness to meet such
demands in order to disarm violence is hardly realistic on
the level of society as a whole where evil and evildoers
must be resisted and restrained. If disciples of Jesus, on
an individual or small group level (as, for example, in
Christian non-violent protest), adopt a generous stance in

the face of injury and unreasonable demand, the freedom
to do so will stem from consciousness of the far greater
generosity they have themselves received from God.

In the case of the ruling about enemies (5:43-43) it is
again important not to drive a wedge between the old
and the new. Lev 19:18, cited in the First Reading, says
‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself,’ adding
nothing about enemies. Hating one’s enemy is simply a
human tendency that Jesus knows to be widely prevalent.
He resists it in the context, now made explicit, of the
disposition and action of God, whose ‘children’ his
disciples know themselves to be. ‘Like parent, like child,’
the adage runs. So they will truly show themselves to be
children of God if they reflect the divine action in this
radical way.

In conclusion, Jesus offers a definition of what it means to
be ‘perfect’ in observance of the Torah: ‘You must be
perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.” The stress
here falls upon the little word ‘as’: perfection means
acting towards others, including one’s enemies, as the
Creator acts towards all, good and bad alike.

The Second Reading, 1 Corinthians 3:16-23, offers a fine
evocation of Christian community identity. In the
Christian dispensation the sense of God’s dwelling in the
Temple in Jerusalem has been transferred to the
community of believers. As the ‘body’ of the risen Lord,
vivified by the Spirit, they now constitute the dwelling
place of God. Divisive allegiances to particular teachers —
whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas (Peter) — on the basis
of a ‘wisdom’ specific to each, threaten the very existence
of this Temple. The only one to whom believers can truly
‘belong’ is Christ. Through this belonging, insignificant
though they be in the sight of the world, believers
participate in his lordship of the universe. Within this
perspective, ‘All things’, the teachers included, belong to
them — not the other way round.

From LiturgyHelp



Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

“You have heard that it was said: ‘You shall love your
neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But | say to you: Love your
enemies, and pray for those who persecute you...for if you
love only those who love you, what recompense will you
have?” Matthew 5: 38-48

Towards the end of his Second Letter to the

Corinthians, Paul challenged the members of

that community to do a self-evaluation of the

quality of their faith: “Put yourselves to the

test.” he wrote. “Examine yourselves to make
sure you are in the faith. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is
really in you? If not, you have failed the test.” (2 Corinthians
15: 5-6)

Today’s gospel-reading presents us with another call to
measure the quality of our discipleship. It comes from Jesus
himself to everyone who would be his disciple, and it is given
as a simple, unambiguous directive: “Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you.” That's the standard
against which to measure our discipleship.

We all know how tall an order that is. But, at the same time,
we all pray the Lord’s Prayer daily, giving, at the very least, lip-
service to the words: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us.” There are probably times
when we feel uncomfortable about asking God to forgive us in
proportion to the genuineness of our forgiveness of those
who have hurt us. That, of course, is due to the fact that,
when we are insulted, abused, physically assaulted, or have
our reputation sullied, we respond instinctively, wanting to
avenge the harm done to us. Sometimes, we want to exact
interest in our effort to settle the score.

Today’s gospel-reading effectively says to us: “Put yourself to
the test. Examine yourself to make sure that you really forgive
those who harm you, who speak ill of you, who criticise and
detest you.

We can look for wriggle room here and rationalise ourselves
into thinking that the direction from Jesus to go the extra
mile, to give beggars double what they ask for, and to love
our enemies and pray for those who persecute us is
aspirational, something to aim for rather than an absolute
requirement. But working to make God’s reign or kingdom
real calls us to leave self-interest and half-hearted
compliance behind. While the first reading from Leviticus
prepares the way for the challenge Jesus puts to all who
would be his disciples, it stops short and accommodates the
position of the scribes and Pharisees who made the
assumption that anyone who was not a Jew was, in fact an
enemy. While Leviticus stated: “Take no revenge and cherish
no grudge against your fellow countrymen. You shall love your
neighbour as yourself (Leviticus 19: 18), Jesus went a big
step further in calling for love of enemies and prayer for
persecutors. It's important to note, however, that the word
Jesus used for love in Matthew’s Gospel is agape, a word
devoid of emotional connection, and meaning good-will or
tolerance towards one’s enemies.

The view espoused by the scribes and Pharisees that anyone
who was not a Jew was categorised as an enemy permeated
Jewish society in the time of Jesus and, indeed, well before
his time. Samaritans were labelled as enemies and
ostracised by Jews because their way of practising religion
was different from the Jewish way. When Jesus and his

disciples ventured into territory on the other side of Lake
Galilee, they saw themselves as going into enemy territory
because the people they would encounter did things
differently, held different views, even ate food which Jews
regarded as defiled or contaminated or forbidden by their
law. Anyone who had a different point of view on one or many
issues was considered by the Jewish people as an enemy.
The call by Jesus to reach out in compassion, forgiveness and
reconciliation to such people was revolutionary. But working
to establish the kingdom of God was working to include
everyone, for all have been loved into life by God and,
therefore, worthy of respect and dignity and justice.

“Persecutors”, however, belonged to a different category.
They were people intent on doing harm to others. They dealt
in harassment, violence and causing trouble for anyone for
whom they developed a dislike. What Jesus, then, was asking
of all who would be his disciples was to reach out in love to all
whose opinions differed on from theirs on issues those
disciples regarded as important. In addition, he called his
disciples to pray for all those people who were intent on
bringing harm to them.

Effectively, Jesus was challenging his disciples to love their
enemies (everyone who was not a law-abiding Jew) and pray
for God’s abundant blessing on everyone who was out to do
them harm.

That challenge is directed to every one of us who have dared
to be baptised into Jesus Christ. Does it ever occur to us to
actually reach out in acceptance and love to those with whom
we have argued and fallen out? Can we bring ourselves to
pray God’s abundant blessings on the Viadimir Putins, the
Bolsonaros, the Myanmar Juntas, the Xi Jinpings and the
Bashar al-Assads of our world? An abundance of God’s
blessings might be needed to change their hearts. Moreover,
there is little to be gained by responding to their violence with
more of the same. Mahatma Gandhi, the great Indian
advocate for non-violence, echoed the call of Jesus when he
warned that a world that insists on demanding an eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth will end up blind and toothless.
Does that describe the United Nations, governments that
stockpile weapons of war and allow their citizens to arm
themselves with lethal weapons for self-defence and cultures
in which domestic violence is rife?

Jesus, we know, practiced what he preached. He intervened
at the time of his arrest when an over-vigorous disciple drew
his sword and severed an ear of the high priest’s servant. He
cured the servant on the spot and reprimanded the
aggressor. He silenced his disciples when they suggested
that fire be called down from heaven as punishment for a
group of Samaritans. He absorbed the cruelty of the Roman
soldiers without even uttering insults or threats of retaliation.
He prayed to God from the Cross for forgiveness for those
who had crucified him.

He reinforced his challenge to all would-be disciples by urging
them to imitate the benevolence of God who did not play
favourites, allowing sun to shine on and rain to refresh good
and bad alike. He proceeded to add that munificence towards
everyone calls for the kind of generosity that God displays:
“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
That surely was not a call for disciples to be flawless, to be
more than human. It was a plea to reach into our depths to
let loose a love for others similar to God’s love which knows
no bounds. That’s the dream of Jesus for all of us.

Julian McDonald cfc.AO



Congratulations to

+ Donatello Amato-Gauci
+ Sebastian Daboul

+ Kristian Leonardi

+ Sofia Maresca

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week

We pray that their faith may be an important and
integral part of their life.

Our Week

Wednesday 22 February
Ash Wednesday

on Fridays @7pm at
St Michael's and Our Lady Of Lourdes
during Lent

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS TIMES
22 February 2023

Mass times on this day:

St Michael’s -
9:15am, 12noon (whole school Mass) and 7:30pm

Our Lady of Lourdes -
9:30am, 11:30 (whole school Mass) and 7:30pm.

Ashes will be distributed after the homily at all Masses.

ASH WEDNESDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY are days of fast and
abstinence.

T The law of fasting binds those who have completed their
18th year, until the beginning of their 60th year, i.e. only
one major meal for the day.

¥ The law of abstinence from meat binds all those who have
completed their fourteenth year (CCL 97, 1251-52).

Lent is also a penitential season of prayer, self-denial and
helping others. In this way the whole church prepares for
Easter with those who are to be baptised or received into the
Church. During Fridays in Lent you are expected to do some
penitential act, e.g. abstaining from meat is one of the
options, as is attending Mass, donating to Project
Compassion.

Please pick up Project Compassion boxes or envelopes.

STAY FOR A CUPPA!

Our next morning tea hosted by the Alpha
team will be this week after 10am mass. We'd
love you to stay and have a chat, while the kids
play on the grass outside.

Morning tea will be served at the side entrance of the church.

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.
ALL ARE WELCOME

Can | help too? Yes you can! h o

Click on the QR code to sign up or email Emma [=]¥c;
Baker alphateam2153@gmail.com

LENTEN REFLECTION PROGRAM - STARTING 27 FEBRUARY,
THE MONDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY

Meeting in the Crying Room at St Michael’s
Church after 9.15am Mass.

The Program is “No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk
Through Christ’s Passion” by Dr. Edward Sri

Contact: Barbara Stenning 0466 608 400
Anne Sullivan 0424 961 739

YOU'RE INVITED

Our next ALPHA program commences on Wednesday,
1st March 2023 at 7.20pm at Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish Centre, 1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills.

ALPHA is open to everyone so please join us each week as
we explore life, faith, and God in a friendly, relaxed
environment.

To find out more access this link: https://player.vimeo.com/
video/182479526 or to register please contact Steve
Harrison via email at steve.harrison1966@gmail.com or by
phone on 0421 414 330.

We hope to see you there.

PROJECT COMPASSION SUNDAY
18 & 19 FEBRUARY

Please take home a Project Compassion box or
set of donation envelopes to support Caritas
Australia this Lenten season and help support
vulnerable people around the world, now and
For All Future Generations.

With your support, Caritas Australia has been

able to support communities

around the world to tackle
poverty, food security, education, water and
sanitation and disaster risk reduction.
Project Compassion 2023 reminds us that
the good that we do today will extend and
impact the lives of generations to come.

As St Pope John Paul Il said, “The future starts today, not
tomorrow.”

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their
challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Future
Generations.

You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes
and envelopes available from your parish, by visiting

caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or call 1800 024 413.
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PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS — CONFIRMATION PROGRAM

The 2023 Sacramental Program for the Parish of Baulkham Hills has been organised so
that both St Michael's and Our Lady of Lourdes communities will be celebrating each
sacrament around the same time.

The first of the sacraments for this year is the celebration of the Sacrament of
Confirmation, scheduled for the week of May 8 to 12.

As with all programs we invite you to register your child/ren via this online registration form
and to nominate the Church where you wish your child/ren to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation.

The Sacrament of Confirmation is available to all children of the Parish (both churches)
who are 10/11 years of age or older and who have received the Sacraments of Penance
and Eucharist. Children must be at least 10%2 (usually Year 5/6) at the time of the
celebration of the Sacrament.

Please complete this form to enrol in the Confirmation Program for 2023. If you have more than one child
enrolling in the Program, one form is required for each participating child.

Enrolment registrations need to be completed by Friday 3 March.

The program this year will again involve a compulsory parent information evening followed by 4 weeks of working
with your child at home using the Child's workbook and notes provided by the Parish.

The compulsory parent information evening will involve a brief understanding of the Sacrament, various details
associated with the practicalities of the Sacrament. You will also pick up the child's workbook.

The Parents Information Evening will be held
e at St Michaels: Monday 6 March and Tuesday 7 March at 7.30pm in the Church
e At Our Lady of Lourdes Monday 6 March at 7.30pm in the OLOL Learning Centre

Please attend the meeting at the church at which you wish your child to receive the Sacrament.

The celebration of the Sacrament will take place at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on Wednesday 10th May and
Thursday 11th May at 7.00pm. Further details will be provided later.

The celebration of the Sacrament will take place at St Michael's Church on Monday 8th May, Tuesday 9th
May and Friday 12th May at 7.00pm. Further details will be provided later.

Should you have any questions please email sacspobh@gmail.com

Link + QR Code for Onlline Registration

Use either the link or the QR Code below to access the Registration Form

https://forms.gle/HBOMhCVrmyURnfAcA
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2024

2024 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS

School tours and interviews are currently taking place.

Open Mornings:
27 February 9:30 am - 11:00am
7 March 9:30 am - 11:00am
14 March 9:30 am - 11:00am
31 March 9:30 am - 11:00am

Enrolment packages can also be collected from

the school office between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm

Please call 9865 1600 for further information



Mount St Benedict College
OPEN DAY Sunday 5 March 10am - 2pm
Please note: Families with a daughter in Year 5 should apply now for Year 7, 2025. Online Expression of
Interest forms should be lodged by the end of Year 4.









PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

2023 Sacramental Programme Details
for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age
who have been baptised.

St Michael’s Church ~ 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills
Our Lady of Lourdes Church ~ 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills

Term 3  Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June
Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July

Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised)

Term 4  Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September
Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September
Celebration at St Michael’s :
Friday 10 November / 17 November ~ 7.30pm,
Saturday 11 November /18 November ~ 2.30pm
Sunday 12 November /19 November ~ 12noon and 2.30pm
Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes :
Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm
Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm
Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am



Children’s Guardian Act 2019 & the Child Safe Standards

From 1 February 2023, the Children's Guardian now has power in law to
take action to ensure organisations comply with the Child Safe
Standards.

From: https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-
standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement

What can each one of us do to actively demonstrate how the 10 Child
Safe Standards play a very important role in ensuring children in our
Parish are cared for and safe in our community?

Our 6 points of Safeguarding Training demonstrates that each person in
parish ministry is compliant in Standard 7. Our training also informs all
those in parish life of their role and responsibility in ensuring each of the
other Standards can be demonstrated as well.

Each Parish Ministry is very important to our faith and local community.
Let us all show this by our collective commitment to this training.

If you are still to finalise your Safeguarding Training, please take
advantage of the upcoming face to face opportunities around the
Diocese. Next week the ‘New Year’s Dash Training’ begins at: Glenbrook,
Rooty Hill, Springwood and Quakers Hill. Check with your Parish Office for
dates and time. You are welcome to register for any of these training
sessions by contacting: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

If you would like to complete the training independently on our online
training platform you can start these modules at any time and complete
them at your own pace.

Sign up onto the platform by clicking on this link: https://
learning.safeguarding.org.au

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding Training, please email
Maria Kervin, Community Engagement and Education Officer at:
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org

Let’s get this done and show our Parishes are committed
to building safe communities!
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Father Wim Hoekstra
Father Jessie Balorio
Father Chadi Ibrahim SDB
Deacon Roque Dias
Kimberley Almeida

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest

Assistant Deacons
Youth Ministry

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Secretary

Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755
Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

. ¢ Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass Times LECTORS THIS WEEK U LECTORS NEXT WEEK ser | usn
19 FEBRUARY 2023 VER | ERS 26 FEBRUARY 2023 VER | ERS
gi‘grday E. Riches, P. Sladen D| 13 g F':;O””e”y’ L. Gonsalves, Al 1
-0 pm - Ryan In your mercy, please remember those for
Sunday  |A. Mendes, N. D'Lima SR | sg | M- MeLoughiin, V. Diago, e | sk whom prayers have been asked
8.00 am J. Kerr A. Sullivan R tlv D d
ecently Deceased:
Sunday C. Burton, A. Mantaring, || sr S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, al 3 Fr Emad Dahar, Antoin Khoury, Evelyn Betros,
10.00am | S. Mantaring B. Fabri, M. Rutkin Peter Shiel, Marga van Gend and victims of
Sunday N. Redden, G. Tamayo, r | 16 | A Goonan. A Hav 1. Laser | 4 the Corona Virus pandemic in NSW and
6.00 pm | R.Borg : + A nay, L around the world and those who have died in
the Ukraine, Turkey and Syria
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
Times 19 FEBRUARY 2023 26 FEBRUARY 2023 Anniversary:
Saturday G. Rodrighes, D. Rodrigues, R. Gosper, G. Shin, E. Riches, R. Gosper, Richard Tar“nton' Kevin Hore, John Cam”o'
5.30 pm | L. Domanillo L. Karam, W. Ng Joseph & Najla Antoun, Gavin Wongkee,
Marie & Joe Shahady
Sunday |5 Bosiradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness
8.00 am Sick:
Sunday Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Joey & Noah,
10.00 am J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren Cathy Vella, Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon,
Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Barbara Ison,
guggifn & \iocey, R Macey, L. De La Cruz, P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price,
) ) Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Mary Burns,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 19.02.23 WEEK BEGINNING 26.02.23 Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf,
Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto, Gizzella Gherm,
Counters 19.02.23 : Counters 26.02.23 : Frank Jacobs, Sean Angeles, Jacinta Hollins,
COUNTERS > . > A .
Team 5: P. Waite Team 6 : K. Cope Joe Maroun, Hazel Clasquin, Richard Miranda,
FLOWER  |Saturday 25.02.23 : Saturday 04.03.23 : Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,
MINISTRY | L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic D. Maglalang, M. Mifsud Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
PROJECTOR Weekend 25th/26th January 2023 - Masses: Sat 5pm: S. Prasad
Sun 8am: R. Baker 10am: M. Almeida 6pm: Y/T Menezes
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