
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Community 

 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 5th February 2023 

PARISH NOTES—A COVID SAFE PARISH  
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

On Thursday evening, Bishop Vincent ordained three men to 

the priesthood for the Diocese of Parramatta. We 

congratulate Father Adam Carlow, Father Matthew Dimian 

and Father Jack Elkazzi.  

 

Father Adam has been appointed to Kenthurst,  

Fr Matthew to Castle Hill and Father Jack to Greystanes. 

We pray for them as they begin their priestly ministry 

among us. 

 

We are now into February, and we ask all to take note of 

some requirements that need to be completed by all 

those involved in ministry in the parish – both 

communities. Please see the bulletin for further details. 

 

CO-ORDINATOR/ORGANISERS OF CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

After many years of countless service, both Julie Day and 

Louise van Gend have stepped down from 10am Sunday 

Mass Children’s liturgy at St Michael’s. So we are looking 

for some active parishioners who would like to be 

interested in this ministry, at both Church communities 

(9.30am at OLOL, and 10am at St Michael’s during school 

terms.) 

 

As you know this involves leading the Children to either 

the Parish Meeting Rooms or the Downey Room and 

helping make the Gospel of the day meaningful for them. 

We do have access to programs which will make this 

easier for you.  

 

I realise that teachers might want a break from their 

weekday routines, but if we can have some involvement 

from them and parish Mums or Dads, it will be a very 

important ministry in our parish. 

 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for Fifth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time – Year A (Sat 6pm) and available on 

YOUTUBE after that is https://youtu.be/-V6zVqBxaYw.  

Please copy the link into browser if it does not 

immediately work. 

 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 

Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards 

via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the 

Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to 

Jim and Brian for your help with this every week. 

 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION 

This week Pope Francis had his apostolic Journey to the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo and South Sudan and 

was not in Rome for his General Audience. Thus the next 

instalment of his catechesis on The Passion For 

Evangelization: The Apostolic Zeal Of The Believer, was 

not given. It should resume next week. 

 

This week provide his Angelus message for 5th Sunday of 

Ordinary Time, which he gave in 2020. 

 

QUO VADIS PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL 

AND ROME: 5 – 23 SEPTEMBER 2023  

For those who might still be considering 

this, a few vacancies still exist for my 

QUO VADIS pilgrimage to Israel and 

Rome in  September. But we need to 

know within the next few weeks of your interest, so we 

can start confirming bookings.   Details are available via 

this link or by via the QR code. Our pilgrimage will 

be following in the footsteps of St Peter. 

 

If you are intending to join me, it would be could 

please contact Olive Tree Travel as soon as possible 

to indicate your interest. 

 

A few paper copies with booking forms are available 

at St Michael’s Church. Please feel free to forward 

these link to your friends or family. 

 

THE DECEASED 

 

Please remember those for whom prayers have been 

requested, especially for: 

 

Recently deceased: Margaretha (Marga) van Gend,  

Gay Gonzo, Pamela Coy 

 

Anniversaries: Anne Newton, Cecil Lahood, Adrian & Clair 

Hoekstra, Francisca Francisco, Christopher Teh 

https://youtu.be/-V6zVqBxaYw
https://www.olivetreetravel.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Flyer-for-Fr-Wim-Hoekstra-QUO-VADIS-Pilgrimage-in-Sep-2023-low96.pdf


POPE FRANCIS - ANGELUS MESSAGE 
FOR 5TH SUNDAY in Ordinary Time 

(2020) 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 
In today’s Gospel reading (cf. Mt 5: 13-16), Jesus says to 
His disciples, “You are the salt of the earth. … You are 
the light of the world” (vv. 13-14). He uses a symbolic 
language to indicate to those who intend to follow Him 
some criteria for living presence and witness in the 
world. 
 
First image: salt. Salt is the element that gives flavour 
and which conserves and preserves foodstuffs from 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY FORMATION COURSES 2023  

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will 
recommence in February. This is formation for anyone 
interested in serving within the Liturgical Ministries 
either as Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 
Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested or would like 
more information, please contact the Office for Worship 
on 0460 037 795 or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit 
our website to download an enrolment form at https://
officeforworship.org.au/  
 
Thank you to those who have registered for this course. 
Can we have a few more, please? It will take the 
pressure off some of our ministers.  Please consider.  
 
Fr Wim 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

corruption. The disciple is therefore called to keep far 
from society the dangers, the corrosive germs which 
pollute the life of people. It is a question of resisting 
moral degradation, sin, bearing witness to the values of 
honesty and fraternity, without giving in to the worldly 
flattery of careerism, of power, of wealth. “Salt” is the 
disciple who, despite daily failures – because we all have 
them – gets up again from the dust of his errors, and 
begins again with courage and patience, every day, to 
seek dialogue and encounter with others. “Salt” is the 
disciple who does not seek consensus and praise, but 
strives to be a humble, constructive presence, faithful to 
the teachings of Jesus Who came into the world not to 
be served, but to serve. And there is great need for this 
attitude! 
 
The second image that Jesus proposes to His disciples is 
that of light: “You are the light of the world”. The light 
disperses the darkness and allows us to see. Jesus is the 
light that has dispelled the darkness, but it still remains 
in the world and in individuals. It is the Christian’s task 
to disperse it by shining the light of Christ and 
proclaiming His Gospel. It is a radiance that can also 
come from our words, but it must flow above all from 
our “good works” (v. 16). A disciple and a Christian 
community are light in the world when they direct 
others to God, helping each one to experience His 
goodness and mercy. The disciple of Jesus is light when 
he knows how to live his faith outside narrow spaces, 
when he helps to eliminate prejudices, to eliminate 
slander, and to bring the light of truth into situations 
vitiated by hypocrisy and lies. To make light. But it is 
not my light, it is the light of Jesus: we are instruments 
to enable Jesus’s light to reach everyone. 
 
Jesus invites us not to be afraid to live in the world, even 
if sometimes there are conditions of conflict and sin 
there. In the face of violence, injustice, oppression, the 
Christian cannot close himself away or hide in the 
security of his own enclosure; the Church also cannot 
shut herself away, she cannot abandon her mission of 
evangelization and service. Jesus, at the Last Supper, 
asked the Father not to take the disciples out of the 
world, to leave them there in the world, but to guard 
them from the spirit of the world. The Church spends 
herself with generosity and tenderness for the little 
ones and the poor: this is not the spirit of the world, this 
is its light, it is salt. The Church listens to the cry of the 
last and the excluded because she is aware that she is a 
pilgrim community called to prolong in history the 
saving presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
May the Blessed Virgin help us to be salt and light in the 
midst of the people, bringing to everyone, with life and 
word, the Good News of God’s love. 

mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/
https://officeforworship.org.au/
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


 

Children’s Guardian Act 2019 & the Child Safe Standards  
 

From 1 February 2023, the Children's Guardian now has power in law to 

take action to ensure organisations comply with the Child Safe 

Standards.   
 

From: https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-

standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement  

  

What can each one of us do to actively demonstrate how the 10 Child 

Safe Standards play a very important role in ensuring children in our 

Parish are cared for and safe in our community?  
 

Our 6 points of Safeguarding Training demonstrates that each person in 

parish ministry is compliant in Standard 7. Our training also informs all 

those in parish life of their role and responsibility in ensuring each of the 

other Standards can be demonstrated as well.  
 

Each Parish Ministry is very important to our faith and local community. 

Let us all show this by our collective commitment to this training.   
 

If you are still to finalise your Safeguarding Training, please take 

advantage of the upcoming face to face opportunities around the 

Diocese. Next week the ‘New Year’s Dash Training’ begins at: Glenbrook, 

Rooty Hill, Springwood and Quakers Hill. Check with your Parish Office for 

dates and time.  You are welcome to register for any of these training 

sessions by contacting: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org 
 

If you would like to complete the training independently on our online 

training platform you can start these modules at any time and complete 

them at your own pace.   
 

Sign up onto the platform by clicking on this link: https://

learning.safeguarding.org.au  
 

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding Training, please email 

Maria Kervin, Community Engagement and Education Officer at: 

maria.kervin@parracatholic.org  

 

Let’s get this done and show our Parishes are committed 
to building safe communities! 

https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement
https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement
mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au
mailto:maria.kervin@parracatholic.org


Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

O come, let us worship God and bow low before the 

God who made us, for he is the Lord our God . 

 
First Reading Is 58:7-10 

Thus says the Lord: 

Share your bread with the hungry, 

and shelter the homeless poor, 

clothe the man you see to be naked 

and turn not from your own kin. 

Then will your light shine like the dawn 

and your wound be quickly healed over. 

Your integrity will go before you 

and the glory of the Lord behind you. 

Cry, and the Lord will answer; 

call, and he will say, ‘I am here.’ 

If you do away with the yoke, 

the clenched fist, the wicked word, 

if you give your bread to the hungry, 

and relief to the oppressed, 

your light will rise in the darkness, 

and your shadows become like noon. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 

(R) A light rises in the darkness for the upright! 

1. He is a light in the darkness for the upright: he is 

generous, merciful and just. The good man takes 

pity and lends, he conducts his affairs with 

honour?    (R.) 

2. The just man will never waver: he will be 

remembered for ever. He has no fear of evil news; 

with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord.   (R.) 

3. With a steadfast heart he will not fear; open-

handed, he gives to the poor; his justice stands 

firm for ever. His head will be raised in glory.    (R.) 

 

Second Reading 1 Cor 2:1-5 

When I came to you, brothers, it was not with any 

show of oratory or philosophy, but simply to tell you 

what God had guaranteed. During my stay with you, 

the only knowledge I claimed to have was about 

Jesus, and only about him as the crucified Christ. Far 

from relying on any power of my own, I came among 

you in great ‘fear and trembling’ and in my speeches 

and the sermons that I gave, there were none of the 

arguments that belong to philosophy; only a 

demonstration of the power of the Spirit. And I did 

this so that your faith should not depend on human 

philosophy but on the power of God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; the man 

who follows me will have the light of life. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Mt 5:13-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt of the 

earth. But if salt becomes tasteless, what can make it 

salty again? It is good for nothing, and can only be 

thrown out to be trampled underfoot by men. 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-

top cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it 

under a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand where it 

shines for everyone in the house. In the same way 

your light must shine in the sight of men, so that, 

seeing your good works, they may give the praise to 

your Father in heaven.’ 

 

Communion Antiphon 

Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders 

for the children of men, for he satisfies the thirsty 

soul, and the hungry he fills with good things . 

 

Next Sunday: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sir 15:15-20; 1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

The theme that runs through the Scripture readings 
today and that has determined their choice is clearly 
that of ‘light’. We can see it in the First Reading (‘then 
will your light shine like the dawn’), in the opening verse 
of the Responsorial Psalm and (with reference to Christ) 
in the Alleluia verse (‘I am the Light of the world’), all 
building up the climactic statement in the Gospel: ‘You 
are the light of the world’. Only the Second Reading (1 
Cor 2:1-5) seems to be an exception. 
 
The First Reading, from Isaiah 58:7-10, features one of 
the great appeals for social justice in the Old Testament. 
Israel has complained that much fasting on her part has 
met with no response from God. In reply God explains 
the kind of ‘fast’ Israel needs to undertake: not one 
involving penitential ritual but a ‘fast’ from injustice. 
Refraining from indifference and violence towards the 
weak, and a positive program of hospitality will cause 
Israel’s ‘light to shine like the dawn’ and her ‘wound’ to 
be ‘quickly healed over’. In a way that retains 
remarkable relevance for all human societies – local, 
national or, indeed, global – the prophetic text insists 
that if a community gets social justice right, then all else 
will fall into place.  
 
Twice (v. 8, v. 10) Israel is reminded that social justice 
will cause her ‘light’ to shine. In this allusion to light we 
surely hear an echo of the belief, expressed above all in 
Isaiah’s Servant Songs, that Israel’s destiny is to be ‘a 
light to the nations’ (Isa 42:6; 49:6; 51:4; 60:3). The text, 
then, is summoning Israel, to realise her true vocation 
through the implementation of social justice. She is to 
become a ‘light to the nations’ by modelling before the 
world what a truly human society should be. 
 
It is at this point that the prophetic text becomes most 
relevant as a background for the brief extract from the 
Sermon on the Mount that forms the Gospel (Matt 5:13-
16). Two images – salt and light – dominate the extract. 
The community of disciples, to whom Jesus has just 
addressed the Beatitudes (5:3-12), is not just to be 
something for itself. It has the vocation both to preserve 
(‘salt’) and to model (‘light’) something for the rest of 
the world.  
 
To appreciate this we have to recall the setting in which 
the Sermon takes place: the mass of burdened, afflicted 
humanity described as the recipients of Jesus’ healing at 
the end of the preceding chapter (4:23-25). Matthew’s 
introduction to the Sermon (5:1-2) suggests that it is the 
sight of these crowds and their needs that prompts Jesus 
to address his disciples in the way that follows (‘Seeing 
the crowds, he went up the mountain ...’). The 

implication is that it is people who are prepared to live 
according to the dispositions and attitudes pronounced 
‘blessed’ in the Beatitudes (vv. 3-12) – that is, people 
prepared to live in the vulnerable, non-grasping way 
they propose – who can really help lift humanity’s 
burdens, thereby becoming and remaining ‘salt of the 
earth’ and ‘light of the world’. It is the compassionate 
and merciful who make the world safe for humanity. 
(Paul’s description in the Second Reading of the 
vulnerable way in which he approached the community 
in Corinth actually illustrates this disposition). In this way 
the community that is receiving from Jesus the ‘Torah’ 
for the messianic age will reclaim the vocation of Israel 
as spelled out in the passages from Isaiah. 
 
Jesus does not simply apply the images ‘salt and light’ to 
the community. To each is added a few sentences of 
explanation and warning. To appreciate what he says 
about salt (v. 13b) we have to recall the role salt played 
in food-preservation before refrigeration; salt was a vital 
domestic commodity. The explanation, however, is far 
from clear. Salt can hardly lose its taste but it may be so 
mixed with other elements as to become impure and so 
useless for either savour or preservation; it will be good 
only for salting the path outside the house, where 
people will trample it underfoot. Disciples who fall away 
from their vocation may face a similar fate (vv. 14-16). 
 
The comment upon the image of light falls into two 
distinct parts. In biblical tradition Jerusalem was the 
archetypal ‘city built on a hilltop’. When the Temple was 
illuminated – as during the Feast of Tabernacles – 
Jerusalem was indeed ‘the light of the world’. The image 
then reverts to the more domestic scene: what one does 
with a lamp. The disciples’ good works must function as 
a lamp giving light to a darkened world – not to draw 
attention to themselves but to lead outsiders to the 
knowledge and praise of the God who has set them to 
be salt and light for the world. 

From LiturgyHelp 



Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Your light must shine before people, so that they will see the 
good things you do and praise your Father in heaven.”                                           

Matthew 5: 13-16   
 
As I reflected on this Sunday’s 
gospel-reading, I was prompted 
to ask myself just how often I 
stop to assess myself on how I 
live out my commitment to be a 
follower of Jesus. There was a 
time in my life when living as a 
Catholic meant saying prayers 

that I had learned by rote and going to Mass every Sunday. 
That was about it! Then, when I joined the Christian Brothers, I 
quickly learned that survival meant compliance with every 
direction promulgated by the Novice Director, even when my 
head told me that some of those directions were ludicrous. I 
and my peers learned the necessity of conforming with all the 
“Thou shalts” and all the “Thou shalt nots”. I came to see 
Religious practice as something of a burden that somehow was 
meant to be pleasing to a God I was expected to obey. I have 
no doubt that the commercial and professional worlds trained 
neophytes with equally stringent rules and practices. While 
such practices may have toughened those to whom they were 
prescribed, they did little to promote healthy emotional 
growth or to contribute growth into independence, freedom 
and a willingness to take initiative. 
 
Every profession, be it in the sphere of law, medicine, 
architecture, teaching or religious life and practice, invites 
those who choose to undertake it to engage in a formation 
process. As Sr. Evelyn Woodward explained in her wonderful 
book Poets, Prophets and Pragmatists (Ave Maria Press, 
Indiana, 1987): “Formation is assisted growth into life.” That 
growth has to be into life, not stagnation, not dependence, not 
conformity. Complementing what Sr Evelyn said is the joint 
statement of the late Archbishop Philip Wilson and the late Br 
Michael Hill fms that: “A code of conduct formulated for any 
profession aims to breathe freedom and energy into 
practitioners of that particular profession as they interact with 
the people who come to them seeking to benefit from their 
expertise. A code of conduct is not intended to restrict or stifle 
the conduct of those professionals to whom it applies. Rather, 
it is a set of behavioural standards to ensure that professionals 
themselves preserve their own dignity and respect the human 
dignity of all to whom they relate in the exercise of their 
profession.” (Foreword, Integrity in Ministry, National 
Committee for Professional Standards, p. iv, 2004) 
 
Through our baptism, we Christians profess our commitment 
to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, giving witness to his teaching 
set out in the Gospels and designed to promote the life, dignity 
and freedom of all humanity. That is our profession as card-
carrying Christians. Before commenting on the significance of 
today’s gospel-reading for our lives, I want to refer to several 
aspects of it that are worthy of note. The first is that all of the 
Sermon on the Mount was addressed to the whole audience 
that had gathered to listen to Jesus. Matthew noted that at the 
very end of the long discourse, stating that there was clear 
crowd approval of what Jesus had said, and explaining why: 

“Jesus finished this discourse and left the crowd spellbound at 
his teaching. The reason was that he taught with authority, not 
like their scribes.” Matthew 7: 28-29) 
 
Secondly, before proceeding to extend and challenge his 
audience, Jesus alluded to the fact that, despite their best 
intentions, all people can lose their enthusiasm when it comes 
to reaching out to others, and just slip into mediocrity. He did 
that through the metaphors of salt losing its taste and light 
losing its brilliance. He then went on to make the point that the 
gifts everyone has are for the benefit of others and for giving 
glory to the God from whom those gifts have come in the first 
place. Isn’t it true that there have been times in our lives when 
we have lapsed into thinking that our good works have been 
about accruing “heavenly brownie points” for ourselves? 
 
In the Sundays ahead we will hear two more extracts from this 
long discourse. Throughout it, Jesus repeatedly reminded his 
audience of what was taught to them by Moses, Isaiah and the 
other prophets but then he urged them on with challenges to 
something more  -  to reconciliation whenever relationships 
broke down, to a firm resolution to dismiss intentions of 
seeking retribution whenever injustice was meted out to them, 
to forgive enemies and even reach out to them in love, to treat 
everyone with respect and dignity for all are beloved of God. 
The agenda for all who accepted Jesus’ message then and are 
open to it now was and is to be agents of building and 
maintaining the reign or kingdom of God. 
 
We count ourselves as followers of Jesus and activists in 
building and proclaiming the reign of God. That surely means 
that we cannot remain silent when we come face to face with 
injustice, with anything that undermines the reign of God. 
What then is our attitude and response to people in power 
who oppose the admission of refugees seeking security, food 
and accommodation? To those who insist on capital 
punishment for people who commit violent crimes? To those 
who make fortunes at the expense of those who are destitute? 
To those who insist on the rights of individuals to purchase and 
use lethal weapons? To those who cannot bring themselves to 
respect the dignity and freedom of their sisters and brothers 
from different ethnic origins?  Silence in situations like this is 
surely a betrayal of the faith we proclaim. 
 
In the discourse we call the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
delivered a message that was designed to revolutionise the 
society in which he had grown to maturity. If we listen closely 
to that discourse, our only authentic option will be to allow 
ourselves to be galvanised into becoming agents of justice, 
peace, reconciliation, compassion and forgiveness. If we fail to 
do that, our faith in Jesus Christ will become bland and 
ineffective, inspiring and encouraging nobody. The light of the 
faith we claim to hold up will flicker and die.  
 
There is a place for regular prayer and worship in our lives, a 
place for gathering as parish communities in prayer and praise 
of the God who has invited us to be kingdom builders, but our 
prayer and worship must be matched with authentic, kingdom-
building action. If we dare to embrace what Jesus proclaimed 
to all who would be his followers, we might well be shaken to 
the core, but our living will be full of zest and enlightenment.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Joshua Eckersley 
 

who was baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

Diocesan World Day of the Sick 

Mass: Saturday 11 February  

A Mass for the World Day of 

the Sick, including the 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, will be held at 11am 

on Saturday 11 February 2023 at St Patrick’s Church, Mary, 

Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown. All are welcome, 

including those who may be sick, and those who care for the 

sick and dying and health care professionals. RSVPs are 

required by 6 February to hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org  

 
Faith and formation session for Catholic Healthcare 

professionals: Saturday 11 February  

 You are invited to a faith and formation session for those 

who work and volunteer in the health care ministries of the 

Church on Saturday 11 February, from 9am to 10.30am at 

the All Saints of Africa Centre, 51-59 Allawah Street, 

Blacktown. Join us afterwards for the World Day of the Sick 

Mass at St Patrick’s Church, Blacktown. Please RSVP for 

catering purposes by 6 February to met@parracatholic.org. 

For enquiries, please contact Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org  

Our Week 
 

Monday 6 February 

Memorial — St Paul Miki and companions 

 

Friday 10 February 

Memorial —  St Scholastica 

CONSIDER BECOMING A FLOWER 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEER? 
Have you ever seen the lovely 

flowers in St Michael’s Church and 

thought “I wish I could do that”? – 

Well now is your chance to help in decorating our gorgeous 

church! All you have to do is love flowers and enjoy sharing 

their beauty with everyone in this sacred and special place in 

St Michael’s.  

If you are interested or need more information please contact 

Dorcas Maglalang on 0421 335 168.  

ST MICHAEL'S MEN'S CHOIR  
invites new participants to join us.  

No experience necessary and no 

audition required!  

For further information please contact 

Patrick Eustace on 0417 682 362 or 

Lise Rider on 0412 125 821.  

MET – WORSHIP CELEBRATING HOLY 

WEEK SEMINAR: SATURDAY 4 MARCH  
 

The MET - Worship team are organising a 

seminar for acolytes and ministers at the 

altar (senior servers) in preparation for the 

celebration of Holy Week. Presented by 

liturgist Chris Ohlsen, the session will be 

held on Saturday 4 March from 9.30am to 3pm at the Bishop 

Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion St Blacktown. Refreshments 

and lunch will be provided.  

To RSVP by 28 February, please contact 

mary.gale@parracatholic.org or phone (02) 8838 3456.  

MASTERCLASS FOR MENTOR MARRIED 

COUPLES: FRIDAY 24 MARCH  
 

The Diocese is looking to more deeply 

accompany couples preparing to be 

married. Have you been married for more 

than 5 years? Committed to living the 

sacrament of Marriage? Willing to give 

time limited assistance to couples preparing for marriage? 

Join us for a Masterclass on Friday 24 March at 7.30pm at 

the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown, on Mentoring 

engaged couples in your Parish using the SmartLoving 

Engaged Online program.  

To book your attendance or to ask further questions,  

please email met@parracatholic.org or phone Marisa on (02) 

8838 3460.  

REDEFINING NORMAL: MENTAL HEALTH 

WORKSHOP: FRIDAY 10 FEBRUARY  
This workshop will introduce the “Curious 

Grace” model and focus on practical 

ways to support people with challenges 

in the fields of mental health and trauma, alcohol and drug 

addiction, gambling and other addictive behaviours.  

Friday 10 February, 9:30am – 12:30pm, St Joachim's 

Catholic Parish, 2 Mills St, Lidcombe. Please register at 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/511172640127   

SACRED CONNECTIONS RETREAT: 

BEGINNING SUNDAY 12 FEBRUARY  
Beginning 12 February Jamberoo Abbey are 

hosting a series of online retreats 

pondering the values of Silence/Listening, 

Reverence and Community, which are 

integral to both Aboriginal and Benedictine Spirituality. All 

videos and texts from the retreat sessions will be available on 

the Jamberoo Abbey website. The cost of the retreat is $300. 

Register online today at jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats/

online-retreats. For enquiries and registration, contact 

onlineretreat@jamberooabbey.org.au.   

 

The funeral Mass of Gay Gonzo will be held 
on Monday 6th of February at 11am in 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church. 
 
 

The funeral Mass of Marga van Gend will be 
held on Monday 13th of February at 11am in 

St Michael’s Church. 

mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/511172640127
http://jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats/online-retreats
http://jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats/online-retreats
mailto:onlineretreat@jamberooabbey.org.au
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2023 Sacramental Programme Details  

for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age  

who have been baptised. 
 

St Michael’s Church - 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church - 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

 
Term 1/2  Sacrament of Confirmation ~ children must be 10.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 17 February to Friday 3 March 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 6 or Tuesday 7 March 

 Celebration at St Michael’s : Monday 8, Tuesday 9, Friday 12 May at 7.00pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : Wednesday 10, Thursday 11 May at 7.00pm 

 

Term 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July 

 Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised) 

 

Term 4 Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September 

 Celebration at St Michael’s :  

 Friday 10 November / 17 November - 7.30pm,  

 Saturday 11 November /18 November - 2.30pm 

 Sunday 12 November /19 November - 12noon and 2.30pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : 

 Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm 

 Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm 

 Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MET LENTEN SCRIPTURE REFLECTION NIGHT: 21 FEBRUARY  
Looking for a Scripture reflection session on the season of Lent? You and your key 

contacts are most welcome to attend the 2023 Diocesan Lenten Scripture Reflection 

Night with Dr Laurie Woods. Tuesday 21 February – 6:30PM to 8:30PM.  

Downstairs at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown. RSVP 

via https://pfparra.org.au/lent2023   

https://pfparra.org.au/lent2023
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Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Chadi Ibrahim SDB 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently Deceased: 
Margaretha (Marga) van Gend, Gay Gonzo, 
Pamela Coy and victims of the Corona Virus 
pandemic in NSW and around the world and 
those who have died in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary:  
Adrian & Clair Hoekstra, Cecil Lahood,  
Anne Newton, Christopher Teh,  
Francisco B. Francisco 
 
Sick: 
Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Joey & Noah, 
Cathy Vella, Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, 
Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Barbara Ison, 
Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price, 
Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Mary Burns, 
Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf, 
Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  
Frank Jacobs, Sean Angeles, Jacinta Hollins, 
Joe Maroun, Hazel Clasquin, Richard Miranda,  
Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi, 
Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

5 FEBRUARY 2023 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

12 FEBRUARY 2023 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, 

M. D’Souza 
B 5 

G. Dequena, P. Eustace, 

F. Ritky 
C 9 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, 

V. Vella 
SR SR 

M. Cameron, C. Worthington, 

G. Machado 
E SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. 

Reodique 
G SR 

J. Van Gend, M. Reefman, 

N. Dahlberg 
H 11 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

S. Stagnitta, R. Santos,  

D. Guia 
SR 8 M. Moloney, M. Moloney K 12 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 5 FEBRUARY 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 12 FEBRUARY 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Shin, A. Mascari, L. Karam, 

L. Domanillo 

K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, 

W. Ng 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
B. Boguradzki, S. Espiritu, B. Smith 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, 

P & M Zammit, R. McGuiness 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins, 

L. Dela Cruz 
N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  05.02.23 WEEK BEGINNING  12.02.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 05.02.23  :   

Team 3 :  R. McGuiness 

Counters 12.02.23  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 11.02.23 : 

D. Maglalang, N. Fernando 

Saturday 18.02.23 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 11th/12th January 2023 -  Masses:             Sat  5pm:    M. Dsouza 

Sun    8am:     D. Grech           10am:     M. Ezzy            6pm:      Y/T Menezes  

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

