
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Community 

 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – 22nd January 2023 

PARISH NOTES—A COVID SAFE PARISH  
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
We welcome Fr Chadi Ibrahim SDB to our parish as assistant priest.  
 
Since his arrival in Australia, he has worked at Parramatta and 
Blacktown, and we now wish him a happy pastoral ministry here in 
the Hills. 
 
He'll write a little bit about himself for next week’s bulletin.   
 
I’m sure you’ll make him welcome. 
 
AUSTRALIA DAY – THURSDAY 26 JANUARY 
Masses will be as usual on this public holiday - at 9.15am at St 
Michael’s and 9.30am at Our Lady of Lourdes. 
 
MASS LINK 
The Mass link for this Saturday for Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
– Year A (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE after that is https://
youtu.be/PKzV07XjDgo Please copy the link into browser if it does 
not immediately work. 
 
Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady 
of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the link. We 
are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills 
FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with 
this every week. 
 
CARDINAL PELL – REQUIEM MASS AND BURIAL 
A Pontifical Requiem Mass for Cardinal George Pell will be held at 
St Mary’s Cathedral on Thursday, February 2, before a private 
burial in the cathedral’s crypt, the Archdiocese of Sydney has 
announced. 
 
Cardinal Pell’s successor as Archbishop of Sydney, Most Rev. 
Anthony Fisher OP, will be the Principal Celebrant at the 11am 
Requiem Mass, following which the cardinal will be buried in a 
private ceremony in the St Mary’s Cathedral crypt. 
 
The Mass will be livestreamed on the St Mary’s Cathedral You 
Tube Channel and via the link https://youtu.be/fgL7QnnxN1o 
 
POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION 
Pope Francis has commenced a new catechesis on the theme of 
The Passion For Evangelization: The Apostolic Zeal Of The 
Believer. This time the theme is The call to the apostolate. The 
following is a summary of the catechesis. The full text follows 
these notices. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters: Today we begin a new series of 
catecheses on apostolic zeal. Christ’s Church, founded on the 
apostles, was born with missionary zeal, sent by the Holy Spirit to 
radiate the light of Christ to every land and people. Apostolic zeal is 
the very oxygen of our Christian life and an index of the Church’s 
spiritual health. Drawing upon the Scriptures and the Church’s 
living tradition, we can find a first, eloquent example of this in the 
calling of the apostle Matthew. The Gospel tells us that Jesus “saw” 
this despised tax collector; he looked at Matthew with eyes of 

mercy and called him to become his disciple. Matthew then “got up 
and followed him”; now a changed man, he left behind his ill-
gotten gains and embraced, with Jesus, a life of discipleship and 
service to others. Significantly, the first thing Matthew did was 
bring Jesus to a dinner with many other “tax collectors and 
sinners”. He went back to where he lived and introduced Jesus to 
others. This can be our primary lesson in apostolic zeal; in the 
words of the late Pope Benedict, it proclaims Jesus not by 
proselytism but by attraction, out of a joyful desire to share with 
others the loving gaze of Jesus and the call to follow him as his 
disciples. 
 
THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested, 
especially for: 
 
Recently deceased: Dionisia Banayos, Maria Malinis Bartolome 
 
Anniversaries: Paula Dazo Erana, Evelyn Parra, Emerita Parra 
 
 
LITURGICAL MINISTRY FORMATION COURSES 2023  
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence in 
February. This is formation for anyone interested in serving within 
the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and Ministers at 
the Altar. If you are interested or would like more information, 
please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 or 
mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an 
enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/  
 
We would really like to see many of our parishioners undertaking 
this course, as it will help us. Please consider. 
 
Fr Wim 
 
 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the 
proper recording for the second collection, please include your 
envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 
support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

https://youtu.be/PKzV07XjDgo
https://youtu.be/PKzV07XjDgo
https://youtu.be/fgL7QnnxN1o
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION 
FOR EVANGELISATION -  

The call to the apostolate 
 

Biblical text – Matt 9.9-13 
 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man 
called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and 
he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and 
followed him. 
 

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and were sitting 
with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees 
saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does 
your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, 
“Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn 
what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ 
For I have come to call not the righteous 
but sinners.” 
 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 
Today we begin a new cycle of catechesis, dedicated 
to an urgent and decisive theme for Christian 
life: the passion for evangelisation, that is, apostolic 
zeal. It is a vital dimension for the Church: the 
community of Jesus' disciples is in fact born 
apostolic, born missionary, not proselytizing. And 
from the start we have to distinguish: being 
missionary, being apostolic, evangelizing, is not the 
same as proselytizing, they have nothing to do with 
one another. It concerns a vital dimension for the 
Church. The community of the disciples of Jesus is 
born apostolic and missionary. The Holy Spirit 
moulds it outwardly – the Church moves out, that 
goes out – so that it is not closed in on itself, but 
turned outward, a contagious witness of Jesus – the 
faith is also contagious – reaching out to radiate His 
light to the ends of the earth. It can happen, 
however, that the apostolic ardour, the desire to 
reach others with the good news of the Gospel, 
diminishes, becomes tepid. Sometimes it seems to 
be eclipsed; there are “closed-off” Christians, they 
don’t think of others. But when Christian life loses 
sight of the horizon of evangelization, horizon of 
proclamation, it grows sick: it closes in on itself, 
becomes self-referential, it becomes atrophied. 

Without apostolic zeal, faith withers. Mission, on the 
other hand, is the oxygen of Christian life: it 
invigorates and purifies it. Let us embark, then, on a 
process of rediscovering the evangelising passion, 
starting with the Scriptures and the Church's 
teaching, to draw apostolic zeal from its sources. 
Then we will approach some living sources, some 
witnesses who have rekindled within the Church the 
passion for the Gospel, so that they may help us to 
rekindle the fire that the Holy Spirit wants to keep 
burning within us. 
And today I would like to begin with a somewhat 
emblematic Gospel episode; we [just] heard it, the 
call of the Apostle Matthew. And he himself tells the 
story in his Gospel, which we have heard (cf. 9:9-13). 
 
It all begins with Jesus, who, the text says, “sees a 
man.” Few people saw Matthew as he was: they 
knew him as the one who was “sitting at the tax 
booth” (v. 9). He was, in fact, a tax collector: that is, 
someone who collected taxes on behalf of the 
Roman empire that occupied Palestine. In other 
words, he was a collaborator, a traitor to the people. 
We can imagine the contempt the people felt for 
him: he was a “publican,” as they were called. But in 
the eyes of Jesus, Matthew is a man, with both his 
miseries and his greatness. Be aware of this: Jesus 
does not stop at the adjective – Jesus always seeks 
out the noun. “This person is a sinner, he’s that kind 
of person…” these are adjectives: Jesus goes to the 
person, to the heart, “This is a person, this is a man, 
this is a woman.” Jesus goes to the subject, the 
noun, never the adjective, He leaves aside the 
adjectives. And while there is distance between 
Matthew and his people – because they see the 
adjective, “publican” – Jesus draws near to Him, 
because every man is loved by God. “Even this 
wretch?” Yes, even this wretch. Indeed, the Gospel 
says He came for this very wretch: “I have come for 
sinners, not for the righteous.” This gaze of Jesus is 
really beautiful. It sees the other, whoever he may 
be, as the recipient of love, is the beginning of the 
evangelising passion. Everything starts from this 
gaze, which we learn from Jesus. 
 
We can ask ourselves: how do we look upon others? 
How often do we see their faults and not their 
needs; how often do we label people according to 
what they do or what they think! Even as Christians 
we say to ourselves: is he one of us or not? This is 
not the gaze of Jesus: He always looks at each person 
with mercy and indeed with predilection. And 
Christians are called to do as Christ did, looking like 



Him especially at the so-called “distant ones.” 
Indeed, Matthew's account of the call ends with 
Jesus saying, “I have not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners” (v. 13). And if any one of us considers 
themselves righteous, Jesus is far away. He draws 
near to our limitations, to our miseries, to heal them. 
 
It all starts, then, with the gaze of Jesus. “He sees a 
man,” Matthew. This is followed - second step - by a 
movement. First the gaze: Jesus sees. Second, 
movement. Matthew was sitting at the tax office; 
Jesus said to him: “Follow me.” And “ he rose and 
followed Him” (v. 9). We note that the text 
emphasises that “he rose.” Why is this detail so 
important? Because in those days he who was 
seated had authority over the others, who stood 
before him to listen to him or, as in that case, to pay 
tribute. He who sat, in short, had power. The first 
thing Jesus does is to detach Matthew from power: 
from sitting to receive others, He sets him in motion 
towards others, not receiving, no: he goes out to 
others. He makes him leave a position of supremacy 
in order to put him on an equal footing with his 
brothers and sisters and open to him the horizons of 
service. This is what Christ does, and this is 
fundamental for Christians: do we disciples of Jesus, 
we Church, sit around waiting for people to come, or 
do we know how to get up, to set out with others, to 
seek others? Saying, “But let them come to me, I am 
here, let them come,” is a non-Christian position. No, 
you go to seek them out, you take the first step. 
 
A look – Jesus sees; a movement – “he rose”; and 
third, a destination. After getting up and following 
Jesus, where will Matthew go? We might imagine 
that, having changed the man’s life, the Master 
would lead him to new encounters, new spiritual 
experiences. No, or at least not immediately. First, 
Jesus goes to his home; there Matthew prepares “a 
great feast” for Him, in which “a large crowd of tax 
collectors” – that is, people like him – takes part (Lk 
5:20). Matthew returns to his environment, but he 
returns there changed and with Jesus. His apostolic 
zeal does not begin in a new, pure, place, an ideal 
place, far away, but instead he begins there where 
he lives, with the people he knows. Here is the 
message for us: we do not have to wait until we are 
perfect and have come a long way following Jesus to 
bear witness to Him, no. Our proclamation begins 
today, there where we live. And it does not begin by 
trying to convince others, no, not to convince: by 
bearing every day to the beauty of the Love that has 
looked upon us and lifted us up. And it is this beauty, 

communicating this beauty that will convince people 
– not communicating ourselves but the Lord Himself. 
We are the ones who proclaim the Lord, we don’t 
proclaim ourselves, we don’t proclaim a political 
party, an ideology. No: we proclaim Jesus. We need 
to put Jesus in contact with the people, without 
convincing them but allowing the Lord do the 
convincing. For as Pope Benedict taught us, “The 
Church does not engage in proselytism. Instead, she 
grows by ‘attraction’” (Homily at the Mass for the 
Inauguration of the Fifth General Conference of the 
Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Aparecida, 13 May 2007). Don’t forget this: when 
you see Christians proselytising, making a list of 
people to come... these are not Christians, they are 
pagans disguised as Christians, but the heart is 
pagan. The Church grows not by proselytism, it 
grows by attraction. 
 
I remember once, in a hospital in Buenos Aires, the 
women religious who worked there left because they 
were too few, and they couldn’t run the hospital. 
And a community of sisters from Korea came. And 
they arrived, let's say on a Monday for example (I 
don't remember the day). They took possession of 
the sisters’ house in the hospital and on Tuesday 
they came down to visit the sick in the hospital, but 
they didn't speak a word of Spanish. They only spoke 
Korean and the patients were happy, because they 
commented: “Well done! These nuns, bravo, bravo!” 
“But what did the sister say to you?” “Nothing, but 
with her gaze she spoke to me, they communicated 
Jesus,” not themselves, with their gaze, with their 
gestures. To communicate Jesus, not ourselves: This 
is attraction, the opposite of proselytism. 
 
This attractive witness, this joyful witness is the goal 
to which Jesus leads us with His loving gaze and with 
the outgoing movement that His Spirit raises up in 
our hearts. And we can consider whether our gaze 
resembles that of Jesus, to attract the people, to 
bring them closer to the Church. Let’s think about 
that.  

https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/homilies/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom_20070513_conference-brazil.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/homilies/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom_20070513_conference-brazil.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/homilies/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom_20070513_conference-brazil.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/homilies/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom_20070513_conference-brazil.html


Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the 
earth. In his presence are majesty and splendour, 
strength and honour in his holy place.  

 
First Reading Is 8:23 - 9:3 

In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and 
the land of Naphtali, but in days to come he will confer 
glory on the Way of the Sea on the far side of Jordan, 
province of the nations. 
The people that walked in darkness 
has seen a great light; 
on those who live in a land of deep shadow 
a light has shone. 
You have made their gladness greater, 
you have made their joy increase, 
they rejoice in your presence 
as men rejoice at harvest time, 
as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. 
For the yoke that was weighing on him, 
the bar across his shoulders, 
the rod of his oppressor, 
these you break as on the day of Midian.    

 
Responsorial Psalm 

(R) The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

1. The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; Before whom 
shall I shrink?    (R.) 

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long, to 
live in the house of the Lord, all the days of my life, to 
savour the sweetness of the Lord, to behold his 
temple.   (R.) 

3. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of 
the living. Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. Hope 
in the Lord!    (R.) 

 

Second Reading 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 

I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to make up the differences between you, and 
instead of disagreeing among yourselves, to be united 
again in your belief and practice. From what Chloe’s 
people have been telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear 
that there are serious differences among you. What I 
mean are all these slogans that you have, like: ‘I am for 
Paul’, ‘I am for Apollos’, ‘I am for Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. 
Has Christ been parcelled out? Was it Paul that was 
crucified for you? Were you baptised in the name of Paul? 
For Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the 
Good News, and not to preach that in the terms of 
philosophy in which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be 
expressed.    

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom and 
healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Mt 4:12-23 

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went back to 
Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and settled in 
Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders of Zebulun 
and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be 
fulfilled: 
Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! 
Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations! 
The people that lived in darkness 
has seen a great light; 
on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death 
a light has dawned. 
From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the 
message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand.’ As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two 
brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake with their 
net, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, 
‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.’ And they 
left their nets at once and followed him. 
Going on from there he saw another pair of brothers, 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they were in 
their boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
and he called them. At once, leaving the boat and their 
father, they followed him. 
He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom 
and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the 
people.       
 

Communion Antiphon 

Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not 
be abashed. 
 

Next Sunday: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Zeph 2:3, 3:12-13; 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
All three Synoptic gospels place a summary statement of 
Jesus’ message at the beginning of his public career (Matt 
4:12-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:14-15). Before giving the 
content of the preaching (in v 17) Matthew, uniquely, 
prefaces it with a long comment (4:12-16) showing how 
Jesus’ geographical movements – from Nazareth in the 
Galilean hinterland to Capernaum by the lakeside – fulfil a 
prophecy from Isaiah.  
 
Very appropriately, this passage (Isa 8:23 – 9:3) forms 
today’s First Reading. In the original occupation of the 
land of Canaan by the Israelites after their exodus from 
Egypt, the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali settled in the 
northernmost portion of Palestine west of the Lake of 
Galilee. Here they had to eke out a rather precarious 
existence alongside non-Israelite neighbours. In this sense 
they were ‘a people who walked in darkness’. Now, in an 
oracle of salvation, the prophet assures Zebulun and 
Naphtali that their region (Galilee), long known as a region 
of darkness, is going to become a region of glorious light 
when Israel’s God moves to set them free. 
 
Matthew, of course, never misses a chance to point to the 
fulfilment of Scripture – and therefore of God’s saving 
plan – in all the details of Jesus’ life. Today’s Gospel (Matt 
4:12-23) begins by telling us that the era of John the 
Baptist’s ministry has come to an end with his arrest. That 
of Jesus replaces it as he moves from his hometown, 
Nazareth, down to the lakeshore city of Capernaum. His 
sojourn, then, by the ‘sea’ in the shape of the Sea of 
Galilee is enough for Matthew to see the fulfilment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy. The appearance of Jesus in this region 
and his ministry will be the great and glorious ‘light’ that is 
to shine in the region of those who walk in darkness and 
the shadow of death (Matthew gets the evocative phrase 
‘shadow of death’ from the Greek translation [LXX] of 
Isaiah).  
 
Jesus’ ministry will be primarily to ‘the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel’ (15:24). But Galilee still retained its 
admixture of non-Jews and was in this sense ‘Galilee of 
the Gentiles’. This means that Matthew probably wants us 
to see Jesus’ ministry in this region as anticipatory of the 
mission to the nations of the world on which, after his 
resurrection, he will send his disciples (28:19-20). The 
‘great light’ which the Galilean Gentile people who sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death are now to see will one 
day go out to the entire world. So the Isaiah text provides 
a script, not only for the ministry of Jesus, but for that of 
the Church as well. 
 
Following this indication of scriptural fulfilment, the 
Gospel gives us a summary of Jesus’ message: ‘Repent, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is close at hand.’ On the lips of 
Jesus, ‘Repent’ means something far more than simple 

sorrow for sins. The Greek word literally refers to a 
‘change of mind’ – not so much in an intellectual sense 
but in a sense of transformation of attitude at a deep 
personal level. Full biblical repentance means being 
prepared to look at one’s life and one’s hopes for the 
future in a totally new way, one open and receptive to the 
– usually surprising – action of God. When Jesus preached 
the onset of the Kingdom he was tapping into fairly 
conventional expectation amongst people of his time. 
There was a widespread belief that Israel had somehow 
fallen out of the hand of God and lay in helpless bondage 
to evil spirits and malign influences. The oppressive 
military occupation of the country by the Romans was 
seen as one manifestation of this. People longed for a 
time when, as in the Exodus and again at the time of the 
Exile, there would be a reassertion of God’s rule, bringing 
in the messianic age. For Jesus what was central about the 
Kingdom or Rule of God was a transformed relationship 
with God. Prior to political and economic freedom was a 
divine reclaiming of the people’s hearts. But to see the 
Kingdom in this way meant a change of heart, a change of 
expectation: hence the summons, ‘Repent’, before the 
proclamation of the Kingdom. 
 
The Kingdom was, then, about the gathering of a renewed 
and transformed Israel – a community in which God could 
truly dwell (‘Emmanuel’). So, as his first public act, Jesus 
begins to gather this renewed Israel by calling the first 
four of those who, later to become Twelve, will be the 
pillars of the new People. Leaving their family and their 
livelihood, they are to become his intimate companions 
and followers. Life with him and association with his 
ministry of healing and proclaiming the Good News will 
transform them from being fishers of fish to being fishers 
of people. 
 
Here we have the essential and lasting foundation for 
what was to become the Christian Church: people who 
have heard the Good News, who know God lives in their 
midst and who seek constantly to draw others (those who 
‘live in the darkness and shadow of death’) into the 
freedom and light that Jesus has brought into the world. 

From LiturgyHelp 



Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“From what Chloe’s people have been telling me, it is clear 

that there are serious differences among you. What I mean 

are all these slogans that you have, like: ‘I am for Paul’, ‘I am 

for Apollos’, ‘I am for Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. Has Christ been 

parcelled out? Was it Paul who was crucified for you? Were 

you baptised in the name of Paul?”   1 Cor 1: 10-13, 17 

 

If anyone unfamiliar with the contemporary Catholic Church 

were to stop to take a close look at it, he or she might well 

conclude that it is a community moving in the direction of 

disintegration, for no other reason than a fair number of its 

members seem to have developed factionalism and polarisation 

into an artform. There are times when the Catholic Church, 

instead of looking like a united community of followers of Jesus 

Christ, looks more like a ragtag conglomeration of groups at 

loggerheads with one another. It’s a bit like the Church of 

Corinth to which Paul was writing in today’s second reading. 

 

Those of us on the inside, still doing our best to be loyal to the 

Jesus in whose footsteps we try to walk, are aware of some of 

the slogans and catch-cries: ‘Pope Francis is far too liberal!’, 

‘Vatican II led us astray’, ‘We’re for the Latin Mass’, ‘We want 

clear, moral guidelines for life’, ‘Religious Education has to get 

back to basics’. 

 

In a large institution like the Catholic Church, there will always 

be differences and even confusion which easily lead to the 

formation of factions, each of which claims to be right. The 

casualty of factionalism is loss of the skill or capacity to deal 

creatively and harmoniously with difference. An outcome of 

this is that groups and factions slip into giving themselves and 

others labels that divide and distance. 

 

At the very beginning of his appeal to the Church community of 

Corinth to settle their differences, Paul wrote: “Instead of 

disagreeing among yourselves, I appeal to you to be united 

again in your belief and practice” (1 Corinthians 1: 10). Being 

united is not Paul’s prescription for uniformity. We have only to 

recall what he had written to the Church of Rome. In that letter 

he made a point of standing up for diversity, justifying it with 

the assurance that God deals differently with different people, 

that people have grown into faith from different starting points 

and that their consciences have been shaped in different ways. 

Paul was not promoting relativism but rather recognising that 

we all grow differently and are worthy of the same respect from 

one another that God extends to us: “So, let’s stop passing 

judgement on one another”, he wrote (Romans 14: 13). Later, 

in Chapter 15, following his urging the members of the Roman 

community to respect those who had joined them from Gentile 

backgrounds, he urged: “May the God who gives you 

endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of 

mind towards each other as Christ Jesus had for you” (Romans 

15:5). In order for us to live in unity, it is vital that we recognise 

that Jesus accepts us as individuals who are different from one 

another yet striving to walk in his footsteps but not in lockstep 

uniformity.   

 

What unites us is the unconditional love, compassion, mercy 

and forgiveness of God held out to us in Jesus Christ, who lived 

and died for us. Jesus began his public ministry by proclaiming 

the advent of the kingdom of God, inviting us to reflect in our 

lives something of the compassion, love, forgiveness and mercy 

which he embodied. He reinforced the call of the Baptist for our 

need of a change of mind and heart. One-line slogans and 

recipes held out by factions smack of elitism, status and power, 

and forget that we are all tainted by sin and in need of 

conversion and forgiveness. 

 

Paul’s appeal in today’s second reading to rid our community of 

factions and to accept diversity complements today’s gospel-

reading account of Jesus choosing his apostles. They were a 

group with a mixture of similarities and differences. Some, we 

know, knew the hard life of fishermen, one was a tax-collector 

of doubtful reputation. Peter revealed himself as impetuous, 

John was gentler and sensitive, James turned out to be severe 

and ambitious. They all slipped into being competitive. Jesus 

himself was unable to rid them of the human differences with 

which they all struggled. After he left them at the time of his 

ascension, tensions, factions and prejudices among them began 

to be more evident. 

 

So, it need be no surprise that we, too, have to deal with similar 

issues. What is disappointing is the fact that, all too often, we 

deal with difference by telling those who don’t agree with us 

that they are in error. In so doing, we close off the possibility of 

collaboration, of working together to serve others in need. 

 

Again and again, we have encountered communities 

establishing partisan connections with critics of Pope Francis, 

with an Archbishop Vigano who called for the resignation of 

Pope Francis, with a Lefebre who separated himself and his 

supporters from mainline Catholicism, with a Church 

community that is sometimes opposed to healthy change. 

 

The call of Jesus to us all to be “fishers of people” is a call to be 

open to engaging and meeting with groups and individuals who 

differ from us, both within and beyond the Christian 

community. A world, and, indeed, a Church, in need of peace, 

justice and reconciliation surely have no need of competing 

factions intent on demonstrating that those who don’t agree 

with them are in error. As followers of Jesus, we surely have a 

responsibility to invest ourselves in the kind of dialogue needed 

to eliminate factions that divide and distance. Jesus himself 

made that clear when John complained about a man he saw as 

a competitor: “Master”, said John, “we saw someone driving 

out demons in your name and we tried to stop him because he 

does not accompany us.” “Don’t stop him”, Jesus replied, “for 

whoever is not against you is with you” (Luke 9:50). 

 

Diversity in any group is surely a blessing with the potential to 

enrich all its members. It is up to all of us who seek to follow 

Jesus and his Gospel to cooperate with one another to direct 

the diversity of our personalities, gifts and talents to the good 

of all whom Jesus calls us to serve. There is no place in the 

kingdom of God for polarisation and faction among those who 

long to be part of that kingdom. If we really long to be part of 

the kingdom of God, we might become less afraid of the Gospel 

call to a change of mind and heart.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Aria Baldi 
 Maverick McGrath 

 
who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 

 
We pray that their faith may be an important and  

integral part of their life. 

DIOCESAN WORLD DAY OF THE SICK MASS:  

SATURDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2023  
 

A Mass for the World Day of the 

Sick, including the Sacrament of 

the Anointing of the Sick, will be 

held at 11am on Saturday 11 

February 2023 at St Patrick’s 

Church, Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown. All 

are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those 

who care for the sick and dying and health care 

professionals. RSVPs are required by 6 February 2022 to 

hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org 

SR NATHALIE BECQUART SYDNEY PUBLIC 

FORUM AND LECTURE: FRIDAY 3 

FEBRUARY 
Sr Nathalie Becquart XMCJ, the Vatican’s most 

influential female, is coming to Australia for a whirlwind tour 

in February 2023.  

Sr Nathalie will be in Sydney on Friday 3 February, presenting 

at a public forum at 4pm and a public lecture at 7pm, both 

held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Places are limited, 

so please register via https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/.  

FAITH AND FORMATION SESSION FOR CATHOLIC 

HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS: SAT 11 FEBRUARY  
 

You are invited to a faith 

and formation session for 

those who work and 

volunteer in the health care 

ministries of the Church on 

Saturday 11 February, from 

9am to 10.30am at the All 

Saints of Africa Centre, 51-

59 Allawah Street, Blacktown.  

 

Join us afterwards for the World Day of the Sick Mass at 

St Patrick’s Church, Blacktown. Please RSVP for catering 

purposes by 6 February to met@parracatholic.org. For 

enquiries, please contact Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org  

Our Week 
 

Tuesday 24 January 

Memorial — St Francis de Sales 

 

Wednesday 25 January 

Feast —  The Conversion of Saint Paul 

 

Thursday 26 January 

Australia Day 

 

Saturday 28 January 

Memorial —  St Thomas Aquinas 

ORDINATION TO THE PRESBYTERATE: 

THURSDAY 2 FEBRUARY  
Bishop Vincent Long and the Diocese of 

Parramatta invite you to the Ordination to the 

Presbyterate of Adam Carlow, Matthew Dimian 

and Jack Elkazzi on Thursday 2 February at 

7.30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta.  

 

Please RSVP to the Cathedral Parish team at 

secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au if you are able to attend. 

We hope you will be able to join us at this joyous event for our 

Diocese and our faith community.  

CONSIDER BECOMING A FLOWER 

MINISTRY VOLUNTEER? 
Have you ever seen the lovely 

flowers in St Michael’s Church and 

thought “I wish I could do that”? – 

Well now is your chance to help in decorating our gorgeous 

church! All you have to do is love flowers and enjoy sharing 

their beauty with everyone in this sacred and special place in 

St Michael’s.  

If you are interested or need more information please contact 

Dorcas Maglalang on 0421 335 168.  

mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org
mailto:secretary@stpatscathedral.com.au
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2023 Sacramental Programme Details  

for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age  

who have been baptised. 
 

St Michael’s Church - 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church - 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

 
Term 1/2  Sacrament of Confirmation ~ children must be 10.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 17 February to Friday 3 March 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 6 or Tuesday 7 March 

 Celebration at St Michael’s : Monday 8, Tuesday 9, Friday 12 May at 7.00pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : Wednesday 10, Thursday 11 May at 7.00pm 

 

Term 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July 

 Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised) 

 

Term 4 Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September 

 Celebration at St Michael’s :  

 Friday 10 November / 17 November - 7.30pm,  

 Saturday 11 November /18 November - 2.30pm 

 Sunday 12 November /19 November - 12noon and 2.30pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : 

 Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm 

 Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm 

 Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am 



Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2023 

 

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence next 

year in February. This is formation for anyone interested in serving 

within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary 

Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 

Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested or would like more 

information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 

or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an 

enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/  

mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/


 

SAVE THE DATE –  

Memorial Mass of St Josephine Bakhita: 19 February  
 

You are invited to the Memorial Mass of St Josephine Bakhita, Patron Saint 

of South Sudan and Sudan, and victims of Modern Slavery and Human 

Trafficking on Sunday 19 February at 2pm at St Patrick’s Church, Mary, 

Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.  
 

We hope you will join us to commemorate the victims of modern slavery 

and human trafficking in Australia and worldwide and look forward to 

celebrating the legacy of St Josephine Bakhita with you.  
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Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Chadi Ibrahim 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently Deceased: 
Dionisia Banayos, Maria Malinis Bartolome 
and victims of the Corona Virus pandemic in 
NSW and around the world and those who 
have died in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary:  
Paula Dazo Erana, Evelyn Parra,  
Emerita Parra 
 
Sick: 
Nicholas Tadros, Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella, 
Kong Su Chong, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, 
Judy Poon, Barbara Ison, Jamal Kairouz, 
Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price, Katrina Obeid, 
Grace Dequena, Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, 
Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, 
Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  Frank Jacobs, 
Sean Angeles, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, 
Hazel Clasquin, Catherine Hemmings, 
Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi, 
Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

22 JANUARY 2023 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

29 JANUARY 2023 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, 

C Ryan 
D 13 

R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, 

M. D’Souza 
A 1 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, 

A. Sullivan 
SR SR 

D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, 

V. Vella 
E SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, 

B. Fabri, M. Rutkin 
H SR S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique I 3 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer SR 16 S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, D. Guia K 4 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 22 JANUARY 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 29 JANUARY 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

K. McElduff, A. Mascari, L. Domanillo, 

R. Gosper 

G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, L. Karam, 

E. Riches 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, 

M. Cameron, B. Smith 

C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, 

S. Espiritu, C. Harding 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis J. Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta P. Finnerty, E. Lee, R. Borg 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  22.01.23 WEEK BEGINNING  29.01.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 22.01.23  :   

Team 1 :  T. Checchia 

Counters 29.01.23  :   

Team 2 :  K. McElduff 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 28.01.23 : 

L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic 

Saturday 04.02.23 : 

D. Maglalang, M. Mifsud 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 28th/29th January 2023 -  Masses:             Sat  5pm:    Volunteer Required 

Sun    8am:      M. O’Loan          10am:  G. Wongso          6pm:      Y/T Menezes  

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

