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Fr Wim, Fr Jessie, Fr Andrew, Deacon Roque and the Parish Staff  
wish all our parish community members and visitors  

a happy and holy Christmas. 
May Christ’s peace be with you and your families 

throughout this time and for 2023. 
 

If you are a recent arrival in the area, welcome to our parish family.  Perhaps this is your occasional visit, and if so, 
why not drop in more often? 
 

Perhaps you have drifted away from the practice of your faith.  There are many reasons, why some people drift 
away from the Church 
for some it is the pain of divorce or a feeling of being judged 
for others it is a bad experience at the hands of a priest or parishioner 
for some it is the bad publicity as a result of sexual abuse by clergy 
for some life’s difficulties have led to a feeling of having been let down by God 
or they feel the Church to be irrelevant in a fast changing world 
others can’t explain why they’ve drifted, they just have 
others feel guilty about drifting away and just don’t know how to come back to the practice of the faith 
 

Perhaps you find yourself in one of these situations.  If so, no matter what your reason or how long you have been 
away, feel free to contact the Parish Office for the names of some of our parish members who are willing to talk 
with you about these matters, and who are always ready to say 
 

You are Welcome! 

Photo above, taken by Fr Wim in October 2012,  is one of paintings depicting the Nativity story and is found in the Church in the Shepherd's Fields, Bethlehem.  



PARISH NOTES – FRIDAY DECEMBER 23 
A COVID SAFE PARISH  

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

May I take this opportunity, on behalf of the Parish Team, 
to wish you a Happy and Holy Christmas, and a 
prosperous New Year. 
 
We wish our parish families, visitors and on-line readers a 
peace-filled Christmas and please enjoy the break for 
those who are having one. Travel safely.   
 
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
Sat 24 Dec Christmas Eve  
 5.30pm St Michael’s Family Mass 
 6.00pm Our Lady of Lourdes Family Mass 
 
Children welcome to come dressed as one of the figures in 
the Christmas Story – cows included! 
 8.00pm St Michael’s 
 8.00pm Our Lady of Lourdes – livestream 
 
Sun 25 Dec Christmas Day 
 Midnight St Michael’s 
 8.00am St Michael’s 
 9.30am Our Lady of Lourdes 
 10.00am St Michael’s 
 11.30am Our Lady of Lourdes (Korean language) 
 There is no evening Mass on Sunday 25 December.  
 
Reconciliation times: 
First Rite (St Michael’s): 
Sat 24 Dec 9.30am to 11am – no afternoon confessions 
 
BISHOP VINCENT’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
Bishop Vincent’s Christmas message for 2022 is available 
on the Diocesan website and on YOUTUBE via this link. 
 
NEW WEBSITE 
It’s live. Thank you to Danny Liu, who has 
spent many hours working on this. Check it 
out at our website address, i.e.  https://
parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  
 
If you have any thoughts or comments, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
MASS LINK 
The Mass link for the livestream Mass for Christmas Day 
will be the 8pm Vigil Mass from Our Lady of Lourdes, 
and not the 6pm Mass as is usual. For your information, 
the link for this Mass is https://youtu.be/AVVrNSklgCY 
 
Mass is usually live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm 
from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links 
via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank 
you to Jim and Brian for your help with this every week. 
 
The link for the Mass is now also available on the parish 
webpage. Bookmark the parish website https://
parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au and each week just open 
and click on the link . 

RCIA PROGRAM 
RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults It 
is a process of Christian faith formation offered to those 
who seek to become Catholic. 
 
The initiation of new members is a gradual process 
allowing enquirers time to grow in faith and become full 
participants of the Catholic community. This program 
commences on Sunday, January 8. See full details in the 
Bulletin. 
 
QUO VADIS PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL 
AND ROME: 5 – 23 SEPTEMBER 2023 
Details of my proposed pilgrimage to 
Israel and Rome next year are now 
available for download via this link or by 
via the QR code. Our pilgrimage will be 
following in the footsteps of St Peter.  
 
If you are intending to join me, it would be appreciated if 
you could please contact Olive Tree Travel as soon as 
possible to indicate your interest. 
 
Paper copies with booking forms are available in the 
Foyers of both Churches. Please feel free to forward 
these link to your friends or family. 
 
THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased:  Joyce Azzopardi, John Moran 
 
Anniversary: James Phelan, Inocencio Malinis,  
Setna Mulvihill, Antonio Piperata 
 
Fr Wim 
 
 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
  
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

https://youtu.be/K4xhsRrNuPQ
https://parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://youtu.be/AVVrNSklgCY
https://parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.olivetreetravel.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Flyer-for-Fr-Wim-Hoekstra-QUO-VADIS-Pilgrimage-in-Sep-2023-low96.pdf
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


POPE FRANCIS’ HOMILY AT THE MASS 

DURING THE NIGHT 2021 
 

Homily of the Holy Father 

 

In the darkness, a light shines. An angel appears, the 

glory of the Lord shines around the shepherds and 

finally the message awaited for centuries is heard: 

“To you is born this day a Saviour, who is Christ the 

Lord” (Lk 2:11). The angel goes on to say something 

surprising. He tells the shepherds how to find the 

God who has come down to earth: “This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

swaddling cloths, and lying in a manger” (v. 12). That 

is the sign: a child, a baby lying in the dire poverty of 

a manger. No more bright lights or choirs of angels. 

Only a child. Nothing else, even as Isaiah had 

foretold: “unto us a child is born” (Is 9:6). 

 

The Gospel emphasizes this contrast. It relates the 

birth of Jesus beginning with Caesar Augustus, who 

orders the census of the whole world: it presents the 

first Emperor in all his grandeur. Yet immediately 

thereafter it brings us to Bethlehem, where there is 

no grandeur at all: just a poor child wrapped in 

swaddling cloths, with shepherds standing by. That is 

where God is, in littleness. This is the message: God 

does not rise up in grandeur, but lowers himself into 

littleness. Littleness is the path that he chose to draw 

near to us, to touch our hearts, to save us and to 

bring us back to what really matters. 

 

Brothers and sisters, standing before the crib, we 

contemplate what is central, beyond all the pretty 

lights and decorations. We contemplate the child. In 

his littleness, God is completely present. Let us 

acknowledge this: “Baby Jesus, you are God, the God 

who becomes a child”. Let us be amazed by this 

scandalous truth. The One who embraces the 

universe needs to be held in another’s arms. The 

One who created the sun needs to be warmed. 

Tenderness incarnate needs to be coddled. Infinite 

love has a miniscule heart that beats softly. The 

eternal Word is an “infant”, a speechless child. The 

Bread of life needs to be nourished. The Creator of 

the world has no home. Today, all is turned upside 

down: God comes into the world in littleness. His 

grandeur appears in littleness. 

 

Let us ask ourselves: can we accept God’s way of 

doing things? This is the challenge of Christmas: God 

reveals himself, but men and women fail to 

understand. He makes himself little in the eyes of 

the world, while we continue to seek grandeur in the 

eyes of the world, perhaps even in his name. God 

lowers himself and we try to become great. The 

Most High goes in search of shepherds, the unseen 

in our midst, and we look for visibility; we want to be 

seen. Jesus is born in order to serve, and we spend a 

lifetime pursuing success. God does not seek power 

and might; he asks for tender love and interior 

littleness. 

 

This is what we should ask Jesus for at Christmas: the 

grace of littleness. “Lord, teach us to love littleness. 

Help us to understand that littleness is the way to 

authentic greatness”. What does it mean, concretely, 

to accept littleness? In the first place, it is to believe 

that God desires to come into the little things of our 

life; he wants to inhabit our daily lives, the things we 

do each day at home, in our families, at school and in 

the workplace. Amid our ordinary lived experience, 

he wants to do extraordinary things. His is a message 

of immense hope. Jesus asks us to rediscover and 

value the little things in life. If he is present there, 

what else do we need? Let us stop pining for a 

grandeur that is not ours to have. Let us put aside 

our complaints and our gloomy faces, and the greed 

that never satisfies! Littleness and the amazement of 

that little child: this is the message. 

 

Yet there is more. Jesus does not want to come 

merely in the little things of our lives, but also in our 

own littleness: in our experience of feeling weak, 



frail, inadequate, perhaps even “messed up”. Dear 

sister or brother, if, as in Bethlehem, the darkness of 

night overwhelms you, if you feel surrounded by 

cold indifference, if the hurt you carry inside cries 

out, “You are of little account; you are worthless; 

you will never be loved the way you want”, tonight, 

if this is what you are feeling, God answers back. He 

tells you: “I love you just as you are. Your littleness 

does not frighten me, your failings do not trouble 

me. I became little for your sake. To be your God, I 

became your brother. Dear brother, dear sister, 

don’t be afraid of me. Find in me your measure of 

greatness. I am close to you, and one thing only do I 

ask: trust me and open your heart to me”. 

 

To accept littleness means something else too. It 

means embracing Jesus in the little ones of today. 

Loving him, that is, in the least of our brothers and 

sisters. Serving him in the poor, those most like Jesus 

who was born in poverty. It is in them that he wants 

to be honoured. On this night of love, may we have 

only one fear: that of offending God’s love, hurting 

him by despising the poor with our indifference. 

Jesus loves them dearly, and one day they will 

welcome us to heaven. A poet once wrote: “Who has 

found the heaven – below – Will fail of it above” (E. 

DICKINSON, Poems, P96-17). Let us not lose sight of 

heaven; let us care for Jesus now, caressing him in 

the needy, because in them he makes himself 

known. 

 

We gaze once again at the crib, and we see that at 

his birth Jesus is surrounded precisely by those little 

ones, by the poor. The shepherds.  They were the 

most simple people, and closest to the Lord. They 

found him because they lived in the fields, “keeping 

watch over their flocks by night” (Lk 2:8). They were 

there to work, because they were poor. They had no 

timetables in life; everything depended on the flock. 

They could not live where and how they wanted, but 

on the basis of the needs of the sheep they tended. 

That is where Jesus is born: close to them, close to 

the forgotten ones of the peripheries. He comes 

where human dignity is put to the test. He comes to 

ennoble the excluded and he first reveals himself to 

them: not to educated and important people, but to 

poor working people. God tonight comes to fill with 

dignity the austerity of labour. He reminds us of the 

importance of granting dignity to men and women 

through labour, but also of granting dignity to 

human labour itself, since man is its master and not 

its slave. On the day of Life, let us repeat: no more 

deaths in the workplace! And let us commit 

ourselves to ensuring this. 

 

As we take one last look at the crib, in the distance, 

we glimpse the Magi, journeying to worship the 

Lord. As we look more closely, we see that all around 

Jesus everything comes together: not only do we see 

the poor, the shepherds, but also the learned and 

the rich, the Magi. In Bethlehem, rich and poor come 

together, those who worship, like the Magi, and 

those who work, like the shepherds. Everything is 

unified when Jesus is at the centre: not our ideas 

about Jesus, but Jesus himself, the living One. 

 

So then, dear brothers and sisters, let us return to 

Bethlehem, let us return to the origins: to the 

essentials of faith, to our first love, to adoration and 

charity. Let us look at the Magi who make their 

pilgrim way, and as a synodal Church, a journeying 

Church, let us go to Bethlehem, where God is in man 

and man in God. There the Lord takes first place and 

is worshipped; there the poor have the place nearest 

him; there the shepherds and Magi are joined in a 

fraternity beyond all labels and classifications. May 

God enable us to be a worshipping, poor and 

fraternal Church. That is what is essential. Let us go 

back to Bethlehem. 

 

It is good for us to go there, obedient to the Gospel 

of Christmas, which shows us the Holy Family, the 

shepherds, the Magi: all people on a journey. 

Brothers and sisters, let us set out, for life itself is a 

pilgrimage. Let us rouse ourselves, for tonight a light 

has been lit, a kindly light, reminding us that, in our 

littleness, we are beloved sons and daughters, 

children of the light (cf. 1 Thess 5:5). Brothers and 

sisters, let us rejoice together, for no one will ever 

extinguish this light, the light of Jesus, who tonight 

shines brightly in our world. 



The Nativity of the Lord 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
A child is born for us, and a son is given to us; his sceptre of 
power rests upon his shoulder, and his name will be called 
Messenger of great counsel. 
 

First Reading Is 52:7-10 

How beautiful on the mountains, 
are the feet of one who brings good news, 
who heralds peace, brings happiness, 
proclaims salvation, 
and tells Zion, 
‘Your God is king!’ 
Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices, 
they shout for joy together, 
for they see the Lord face to face, 
as he returns to Zion. 
Break into shouts of joy together, 
you ruins of Jerusalem;  
for the Lord is consoling his people, 
redeeming Jerusalem. 
The Lord bares his holy arm 
in the sight of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God.   
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of 
God. 

1. Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked wonders. His 
right hand and his holy arm have brought salvation.    (R.) 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation; has shown his 
justice to the nations. He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel. .   (R.) 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring out your joy .    (R.) 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, with the sound of 
music. With trumpets and the sound of the horn acclaim the 
King, the Lord.    (R.) 

 

Second Reading Heb 1:1-6 

At various times in the past and in various different ways, God 
spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our own 
time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son, the 
Son that he has appointed to inherit everything and through 
whom he made everything there is. He is the radiant light of 
God’s glory and the perfect copy of his nature, sustaining the 
universe by his powerful command; and now that he has 
destroyed the defilement of sin, he has gone to take his place in 
heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. So he is now as far 
above the angels as the title which he has inherited is higher 
than their own name. 
God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I have 
become your father, or: I will be a father to him and he a son to 
me. Again, when he brings the First-born into the world, he 
says: Let all the angels of God worship him  
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A holy day has dawned upon us. Come you nations and adore 
the Lord. Today a great light has come upon the earth. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel Jn 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word: 
the Word was with God 
and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things came to be, 
not one thing had its being but through him. 
All that came to be had life in him 
and that life was the light of men, 
a light that shines in the dark, 
a light that darkness could not overpower. 
A man came, sent by God. 
His name was John. 
He came as a witness, 
as a witness to speak for the light, 
so that everyone might believe through him. 
He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. 
The Word was the true light 
that enlightens all men; 
and he was coming into the 
world. 
He was in the world 
that had its being through 
him, 
and the world did not know 
him. 
He came to his own domain 
and his own people did not 
accept him. 
But to all who did accept 
him 
he gave power to become 
children of God, 
to all who believe in the 
name of him 
who was born not out of 
human stock 
or urge of the flesh 
or will of man 
but of God himself. 
The Word was made flesh, 
he lived among us, 
and we saw his glory, 
the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 
John appears as his witness, He proclaims: 
‘This is the one of whom I said: 
He who comes after me 
ranks before me 
because he existed before me.’ 
Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received –  
yes, grace in return for grace, 
since, though the Law was given through Moses, 
grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. 
No one has ever seen God; 
it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, 
who has made him known.  

 

Communion Antiphon 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
 

Next Sunday: Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Num 6:22-27; Cal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
Understandably, the Lectionary offers a rich selection of Scriptural 
texts for this midnight celebration of Christ’s birth, perhaps the 
most loved of the entire year. 
 
The magnificent passage from Isaiah that forms the First Reading, 
Isa 9:1-17, seems in its original context to be a poem celebrating 
the birth of a prince to the ruling house of David. In a situation 
where the fortunes of the people have evidently sunk very low, the 
birth of a male heir gives rise to hopes for a future that will recall 
the glories of the original kingdom of David and Solomon. The 
series of remarkable names and epithets bestowed upon the 
prince reflect the sense of closeness to divinity attributed to rulers 
in the Ancient Near East. Attributed to Jesus Christ in the light of 
the later belief in his unique status and role, the titles attain a 
whole new meaning. As divine Wisdom he is ‘wonderful 
Counsellor’; he is ‘mighty God’, ‘Father of the world to come’, 
‘Prince of (everlasting) peace’.  
 
The beginning of the account of Jesus’ birth that forms the Gospel, 
Luke 2:1-14, reflects Luke’s concern always to relate ‘sacred 
history’ (the saving events of Jesus’ life) to concrete historical 
circumstances. The Roman emperor Caesar Augustus, ruler of the 
sole superpower of the time, has decreed a universal census. Along 
with countless other subjects of Rome, the family of Jesus has to 
submit to this requirement. No matter! The grave inconvenience 
for Joseph and Mary is all gathered into a divine plan. The census 
means that Jesus will be born where Israel’s Messiah should be 
born: in David’s city, Bethlehem.  
 
Almost but not quite! There is no room for Joseph and Mary in the 
town caravansary, the place where travellers would normally find 
lodging (‘Caravansary’ rather than, as traditionally, ‘inn’, better 
translates the Greek word katalyma). So Mary gives birth to her 
child outside the town, the added detail about laying him in a 
manger suggesting a barn or stall for the housing of animals. 
Wrapping a new-born child in ‘bands of cloth’ (‘swaddling cloths’) 
is what any careful Palestinian mother would do. The details 
convey the sense that this royal child, son of David (and indeed, as 
we know [Luke 1:32-35]) ‘Son of God’) shares from the first 
moments of his life the common lot of humankind. His birth takes 
place on the margins of society, beginning a pattern to be realised 
over and over in his life and ministry.  
 
The marginal situation of Jesus’ birth, on the outskirts of the town, 
renders it accessible to a group particularly on the margins of 
society themselves. The shepherds of Bethlehem are the first of 
the ‘poor’ to whom, in accordance with the scriptural promises (Isa 
61:1), the ‘good news’ of the Saviour’s birth is announced. 
 
Like Mary herself (1:27), the shepherds initially take fright at the 
heavenly apparition. They are reassured. What they hear is a 
message ‘of great joy for all the people’ (cf. the First Reading): the 
birth of a ‘Saviour, who is Christ the Lord’. In the Greco-Roman 
world ‘saviour’ was a title bestowed upon kings and rulers who 
brought peace and prosperity to their realms. In particular, the 
emperor Augustus, in whose reign Jesus was born, was acclaimed 
paradigm saviour on the grounds that his rule had brought peace – 
or at least the absence of war – to the entire world. Now, in the 
brief Gloria canticle, a multitude of the heavenly army signal the 
birth of a Saviour bringing peace of a different kind: 
 

<i>Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those who enjoy God’s favour.</i> 

The Gospel is not setting Jesus as Saviour over against the civil 
power (Rome) in a hostile sense. But by placing the birth of Jesus 
within this context it claims the notions of salvation and peace for 
the divine project now under way. The true peace for which the 
world longs can only flow from the divine favour that the ministry 
of Jesus will bring.  
 
The final phrase does not suggest, in a restrictive sense, that some 
will ‘enjoy God’s favour’ and others not. It expresses the divine 
initiative. God’s favour is poured out upon the entire world, but 
only those who have the faith to believe that God is so gracious 
and so generous will enjoy its benefits to the full.  
 
Like Mary, the shepherds are told to go in search of a sign: a baby 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger (v. 12). The 
sign describes something unusual but not in itself remarkable – in 
the way, for instance, that the pregnancy of the aged and hitherto 
barren Elizabeth was remarkable. But when the shepherds – again 
like Mary (1:39) – go ‘with haste’ to Bethlehem and find the child 
lying in the manger exactly as they had been told by the angels, 
the coming together of promise and reality constitutes the sign 
they had been sent to find. They know now that what they have 
been told is reliable and true. They have ‘knowledge of 
salvation’ (1:77).  
 
In this way the shepherds join Zechariah and Mary in modelling the 
reception of salvation as Luke understands it. One can experience 
salvation before receiving all the promised blessings. To see that 
the gap between promise and reality has been overcome in some 
lesser way gives confidence that God will in due course faithfully 
bring to pass the full measure. This is what the canticles of Mary 
and Zechariah affirm and what the shepherds also acknowledge 
when they return ‘glorifying and praising God’ (v. 20). Salvation, 
then, has essentially to do with a sense that God is faithful. It 
connotes, to be sure, the attainment of eternal life. But it begins 
when people discern instances of God’s faithfulness in their lives. 
These instances then become ‘signs’ of a more complete measure 
of salvation to come. 
 
The Second Reading, from Paul’s Letter to Titus (2:11-14) picks up 
this sense of the salvation already revealed in the appearance of 
the Son of God in human form as a sign and pledge of a salvation 
made ‘possible for the whole human race’. So the Apostle reminds 
Titus of how the lives of believers should be transformed by the 
hope for the (second) appearing of ‘our great God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ’, one of the rare instances in the New Testament 
where Jesus Christ is explicitly termed ‘God’. While we celebrate 
this evening the first ‘appearance’ of our Saviour, we do not lose 
sight of the final, glorious ‘appearance’, the fullness of salvation of 
which it is the pledge. 

From LiturgyHelp 



The Nativity of the Lord 
 

“For today in the city of David a saviour has been born to 

you who is Christ and Lord.”       Luke 2: 1-14 

“Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that has 

taken place which the Lord has made known to us.” 

     Luke 2: 15-20 

 

On this day to which we all look forward, there are four 

gospel readings – one from Matthew (Matthew 1: 1-25) for 

the Vigil Mass, another from Luke (Luke 2: 1-14 for Mass at 

midnight, a third from Luke (Luke 2: 15-20) for the dawn 

Mass and a fourth from John (John 1: 1-18) for Mass during 

the day itself. This reflection is on Chapter 2 of Luke. Luke 

has written large his preference for the poor, the outcast 

and the  lowly  by  the fact  that  he  identifies  despised 

shepherds as the first to learn of the birth of Jesus. The 

irony of the manger scene to which we have become 

accustomed is that there was nothing meek and mild about 

those shepherds who had come into Bethlehem from the 

nearby hills after they had experienced a visitation from 

angels. In reality, they were characters who had earned a 

reputation for being aggressive, tough and earthy. That 

reputation led to their being excluded from the temple. 

Religious authorities felt threatened by their reluctance to 

conform. Underneath Luke’s account is the clear message 

that nobody is excluded from the love and mercy of God. 

 

Note, however, that the shepherds are not the only poor 

people in the outhouse in Bethlehem. We can easily miss 

Mary and Joseph who can only have been wrung-out after a 

perilous  and  exhausting  100-mile  journey.  They,  like 

countless others, whose importance was little more than 

statistics on an electoral roll, were the victims of Roman 

bureaucracy,  which  pushed  poor  defenceless  people 

around with not the slightest consideration for what they 

might have to endure. Even now, insensitive bureaucrats 

often reduce poor people to anonymity. The irony, of course, 

was that Mary, Joseph and their unborn child, like all their 

fellow travellers who were heading into Bethlehem to be 

counted, didn’t count at all. The painting below, entitled The 

Census in Bethlehem by the Dutch painter Pieter Bruegel, 

imagines Joseph and Mary, her pregnancy at full term, 

indistinguishable  from  everyone  else  clamouring  for 

accommodation.  

The only hope open to that vulnerable family at the centre 

of the manger scene which we know so well was their faith 

in the God of promise with whom they were on intimate 

terms. There was no hope to be found in the impersonal 

power that pushed them and others like them to go to 

Bethlehem. Moreover, the only security they had was the 

meagre store of food and personal belongings they were 

able to carry with them. Their hope lay in the trust they had 

in the God who had already intervened in their lives, despite 

the  human struggle,  suspicion  and hardship  that  had 

eventuated in the wake of the divine intervention they had 

experienced. Neither had they anticipated visits from rough-

clad shepherds and a group of well-off seekers who had 

come from the East with valuable gifts. 
 

It is into this scene that Luke invites all who dare to read his 

Gospel. We are all invited to make a journey of the heart to 

Bethlehem, to reflect on what the shepherds encountered 

in that broken-down animal shelter, and what the Magi 

experienced after them. The Bethlehem where Jesus was 

born was a place of poverty, anonymity and oppression. 

Present-day citizens of Bethlehem, sisters and brothers of 

Jesus and of us, too, struggle for life, recognition and dignity 

under  a  different  Caesar.  And  there  are  Bethlehems 

replicated all across our common home, planet earth. To 

what extent do the residents of those many Bethlehems 

feature in our celebration of the birth of Jesus, Emmanuel, 

God-with-us? How might we include them? And how might 

we  go  about  bringing  God-with-us  to  everyone  we 

encounter, especially during this last week of our calendar 

year?   
 

We, who do not live in want, can so easily become lulled 

into a false security that all is well in the world which we 

inhabit. But that common home of ours is groaning under 

the abuse and neglect we have all had a part in meting out 

to it. The Jesus we reverence in the crib at Bethlehem grew 

to bring hope into our world. The child in the manger, a feed

-bin for domestic animals, grew to be the “bread of life”, 

nourishment for all who would come to him. Christmas 

reminds us who believe in him that we, too, are to be 

agents of hope and nourishment for others by the way in 

which we live and relate. Shouldering those responsibilities 

calls for more than just wishing for change and betterment, 

for more than hoping that our teenagers won’t dabble in 

drugs  or  hoping  that  there  won’t  be  another  Global 

Financial Crisis or another Covid pandemic or a Chinese 

invasion of Taiwan. Being agents of hope and nourishment 

calls for rolling up our sleeves and committing ourselves to 

practical actions of caring for our earth, giving material 

support to our starving and refugee sisters and brothers, 

reaching out to actually talk to needy people begging in our 

streets, volunteering to assist those whose lives have been 

destroyed by floods and cyclones and rising ocean waters. 

Christmas is much more than sentiment! 
 

In finishing this reflection, I remind myself and others of 

words to which I annually refer from the American poet, W. 

H. Auden, in his Christmas Oratorio: “It lies within your 

power of choosing to conceive the Child who chooses you!” 

 

How different we and our world might be if we were to take 

the risk  of  bringing Jesus to  birth within  each of  us. 

Remember, Jesus is Emmanuel, God-with-us. Let’s invite 

him to be God-in-us! 

 

I take this opportunity to wish all regular and casual readers 

of  this  weekly  reflection,  a  blessed  and  peace-filled 

Christmas and a graced and rewarding year ahead.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Zion Aquino 
 Zach Dsilva 
 Spencer Gallie-Impson 
 Mia Obenhaupt 
 Illan Tuohy 
 Isabella White 

 
who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 

 
We pray that their faith may be an important and  

integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 

Monday 26 December 

Feast - St Stephen 

 

Tuesday 27 December 

Feast - St John 

 

Wednesday 28 December 

Feast - The Holy Innocents 

 

Friday 30 December 

Feast - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

DIVINE RETREAT CENTRE NEW YEAR’S EVE 

CELEBRATION: 31 DECEMBER  
The Divine Retreat Centre in Somersby, NSW 

is holding a New Year’s Eve celebration from 

8.30pm to 12am on Saturday 31 December. The event will 

include Confession, Thanksgiving Adoration and a New Year’s 

Mass. Bookings are required and limited numbers are 

available. Please call (02) 4372 1598 or email 

drcsydney@gmail.com to confirm attendance. Visit 

www.divineretreatcentre.org/ for more information.  

FAITH AND FORMATION SESSION FOR 

CATHOLIC HEALTHCARE 

PROFESSIONALS: 11 FEBRUARY  
You are invited to a faith and formation 

session for those who work and volunteer in the health care 

ministries of the Church on Saturday 11 February, from 9am 

to 10.30am at the All Saints of Africa Centre, 51-59 Allawah 

Street, Blacktown. Join us afterwards for the World Day of the 

Sick Mass at St Patrick’s Church, Blacktown. Please RSVP for 

catering purposes by 6 February to met@parracatholic.org. 

For enquiries, please contact Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org  

SR NATHALIE BECQUART SYDNEY PUBLIC FORUM 

AND LECTURE: FRIDAY 3 FEBRUARY 
Sr Nathalie Becquart XMCJ, the Vatican’s most 

influential female, is coming to Australia for a 

whirlwind tour in February 2023. Sr Nathalie will be 

in Sydney on Friday 3 February, presenting at a public forum 

at 4pm and a public lecture at 7pm, both held at St Patrick’s 

Cathedral, Parramatta. Places are limited, so please register 

via https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/.  

Parramatta Pongal Tamil Harvest 

Festival: Saturday 21 January  
The Community Migrant Resource Centre 

invites you to celebrate the annual Tamil 

Farmers’ Festival (Thai Pongal), signifying the end of the 

traditional farming season on Saturday 21 January from 

11am to 2pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Bishop 

Vincent will celebrate Mass, followed by entertainment and 

lunch. Entry is free and all are welcome. For enquiries, please 

contact James Atanasious from the Mission Enhancement 

Team on 047 873 519.  

Synod of Bishops Continental Stage  
The Church around the world has entered the 

Continental Stage for the Synod of Bishops on 

Synodality. Groups around the country are 

praying with and responding to the Document 

for the Continental Stage, which was published recently. 

Download prayer resources, including for use in liturgies, read 

the document and access the submission portal at: 

www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch  

The St Vincent de Paul Conference 
are extremely grateful for  

the generous support received from 
the community of Baulkham Hills 

Parish for this year’s  
Vinnies Christmas Appeal which 

had assisted 22 families.  

mailto:drcsydney@gmail.com
https://divineretreatcentre.org/
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org
https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/
http://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch


 
 

A life changing opportunity for those  

considering becoming a Catholic Christian.   

The journey begins on 8th January 2023  

in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.   

If you or anyone you know is interested please contact  

Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385 or Brad 0418 619 510 

 

Monica & Brad  
 

It begins with an awareness...or stirring  

in one’s heart for something more.   

It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.   

Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,  

and justice within the community of the Catholic Church. 



Parish of Baulkham Hills 
 

2023 Sacramental Programme Details  

for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age  

who have been baptised. 
 

St Michael’s Church - 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church - 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

 
Term 1/2  Sacrament of Confirmation ~ children must be 10.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 17 February to Friday 3 March 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 6 or Tuesday 7 March 

 Celebration at St Michael’s : Monday 8, Tuesday 9, Friday 12 May at 7.00pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : Wednesday 10, Thursday 11 May at 7.00pm 

 

Term 3 Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July 

 Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised) 

 

Term 4 Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration 

 Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September 

 Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September 

 Celebration at St Michael’s :  

 Friday 10 November / 17 November - 7.30pm,  

 Saturday 11 November /18 November - 2.30pm 

 Sunday 12 November /19 November - 12noon and 2.30pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : 

 Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm 

 Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm 

 Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am 



Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2023 

 

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence next 

year in February. This is formation for anyone interested in serving 

within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary 

Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 

Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested or would like more 

information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 

or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an 

enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/  

mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE – Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass:  

Saturday 11 February 2023  
 

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick, will be held on Saturday 11 February 2023 at  

St Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.  

 

All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for 

the sick and dying and health care professionals. More information to 

come. 



Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently Deceased: 
Joyce Azzopardi, John Moran and victims of 
the Corona Virus pandemic in NSW and 
around the world and those who have died 
in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
James Phelan, Charles Pinto,  
Andrew McLoughlin, Inocencio Malinis, 
Setna Mulvihill, Antonio Piperata 
 
Sick: 
Anne Lockwood, Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella, 
Kong Su Chong, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, 
Judy Poon, Barbara Ison, Jamal Kairouz, 
Ocean Dumlao, Debra Price, Katrina Obeid, 
Grace Dequena, Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, 
Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, 
Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  Frank Jacobs, 
Sean Angeles, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, 
Hazel Clasquin, Catherine Hemmings, 
Patricia MacDonald, Richard Miranda,  
Baby William Merhi, Joseph MacDermid, 
Florgina Henry, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

25 DECEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

01 JANUARY 2023 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

Christmas Special Roster  

R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, 

M. D’Souza 
A 1 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

D. Ison, M. Palmer-Bourton, 

V. Vella 
E SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique H 3 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, D. Guia K 4 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

25 DECEMBER 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 01 JANUARY 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

Christmas Special Roster  

K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, W. Ng  

Sunday  

8.00 am 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit,  

R. McGuiness  

Sunday 

10.00 am 
D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis  

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg  

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  25.12.22 WEEK BEGINNING  01.01.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 25.12.22  :   

Team 5 :  P. Waite 

Counters 01.01.23  :   

Team 6 :  K. Cope 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 31.12.22 : 

D. Maglalang, M. Medvidovic 

Saturday 07.01.23 : 

G. Attard, G. Galea 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 31st Dec 2022/01st January 2023 -  Masses:         Sat  5pm:   A. D’Souza  

Sun  8am:       M. Donnelly          10am:        M. Almeida         6pm:     Y/T Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

