Parish of Baulkham Hills
St Michagl’s Community

Fourth Sunday of Wdvent — 18th Degecgmber 2022

PARISH NOTES - FRIDAY DECEMBER 16
A COVID SAFE PARISH

Dear Parishioners,

As we come to the last week before Christmas next
Sunday, may | take this opportunity, on behalf of the
Parish Team, to wish you a Happy and Holy Christmas,
and a prosperous New Year.

We wish our parish families, visitors and on-line readers a
peace-filled Christmas and please enjoy the break for
those who are having one. Travel safely.

A reminder that an opportunity to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation is available in the communal
form on Monday evening at 7.30pm at St Michael’s.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Sat 24 Dec Christmas Eve
5.30pm St Michael’s
6.00pm Our Lady of Lourdes

Family Mass
Family Mass

Children welcome to come dressed as one of the figures in
the Christmas Story — cows included!

8.00pm St Michael’s

8.00pm  Our Lady of Lourdes — livestream
Sun 25 Dec Christmas Day

Midnight St Michael’s

8.00am St Michael’s

9.30am  Our Lady of Lourdes

10.00am St Michael’s
11.30am Our Lady of Lourdes (Korean language)
There is no evening Mass on Sunday 25 December.

Reconciliation times:

Second Rite: Mon 19 Dec 7.30pm
Second Rite (Communal) of Reconciliation
at St Michaels

First Rite (St Michael’s):
Sat 17 Dec 9.30am to 11am; 4.15pm to 5.15pm
Wed, Thu and Fri after the 9.15am Mass
Sat 24 Dec 9.30am to 11am — no afternoon
confessions

First Rite (OLOL) Sat 17 Dec 4.30pm to 5.30pm
Thu & Fri after the 9.30am Mass

All Maronite Liturgies are at Gilroy College. For times,
please see Christ the Redeemer website (https://

ctr.org.au) for details.

BISHOP VINCENT’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
Bishop Vincent’s Christmas message for 2022 is available
on the Diocesan website and on YOUTUBE via this link.

A copy of his message appears below.

NEW WEBSITE

We expect the new Parish website to be
active on Saturday. Thank you to Danny Liu,
who has spent many hours working on this.
Check it out at our website address, i.e.
https://parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au or via
the QR code.

SCAN ME

CONGRATULATIONS TO DAVID DOWLING

Last Saturday saw the ordination of David Dowling to the
Permanent Diaconate at St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Parramatta by Bishop Vincent. Congratulations to David
and Dee and the Dowling family on this wonderful
occasion. David will remain at Stanhope Garden till 31
January as a Deacon, and will then move to St Patrick’s
Cathedral to assist the Bishop and the Dean there.

Above — Deacon David and his W/fe Deirdre, with some
parishioners (and ex-parishioners)

The Diocese’s Catholic Outlook has a story about the
ordination via this link.

MASS LINK

The Mass link for this Saturday for Fourth Sunday of
Advent — Year A (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE
after that is https://youtu.be/OODBgkJkYgM. Please copy
the link into browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from
Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards
via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the
Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to
Jim and Brian for your help with this every week.
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The link for the Mass is now also available on the parish
webpage. Bookmark the parish website https://
parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au and each week just open
and click on the link.

Incidentally, the livestream Mass for Christmas Day will
be the 8pm Vigil Mass from Our Lady of Lourdes, and not
the 6pm Mass as is usual. For your information, the link
for this Mass is https://youtu.be/AVVrNSklgCY. But
remember if you have bookmarked the parish website
the link will be available there.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR 2023

The Parish sacramental program for 2023 has been
finalised, and details are included in this week’s full
bulletin. The preparation program for the three
sacraments — Confirmation, Reconciliation and Eucharist -
will run at the same time for both communities.

MOVEMENT AT THE STATION

Bishop Vincent has appointed Fr Andrew as Assistant
Priest to Mary Queen of the Apostles Parish, Blacktown,
and Fr Chadi Ibrahim SDB, currently at Blacktown, as
Assistant Priest to the Parish of Baulkham Hills. Both
appointments are effective from 16 January 2023.

RCIA PROGRAM

RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults It
is a process of Christian faith formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic.

The initiation of new members is a gradual process
allowing enquirers time to grow in faith and become full
participants of the Catholic community. This program
commences on Sunday, January 8. See full details in the
Bulletin.

QUO VADIS PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL AND ROME: 5- 23
SEPTEMBER 2023

Details of my proposed pilgrimage to g
Israel and Rome next year are now
available for download via this link or by
via the QR code. Our pilgrimage will be
following in the footsteps of St Peter.

If you are intending to join me, it would be appreciated if
you could please contact Olive Tree Travel as soon as
possible to indicate your interest.

Paper copies with booking forms are available in the
Foyers of both Churches. Please feel free to forward these
link to your friends or family.

THE DECEASED
Please remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Anna Francis, Gladys D’Souza,
Alan Palumbo

Anniversary: Robert Prasad, Charles Pinto, Gary Kerr,
Margaret Harrison, Alice Redden, Ellen Kiely

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist
with the proper recording for the second collection,
please include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection —
for support of the Parish,

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills

WONDERS

OF HIS

o€

God's love planned, prepared, and
paved the way for the appointed
time when the little babe in
Bethlehem would be born.
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Bishop Vincent’s Christmas Message

A Christmas 2022 Message from Bishop Vincent Long
OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

We live in an increasingly dangerous world where a spiral
of violence seems to be out of control. Violence and
selfishness dominate our daily news, as the ‘answer’ the
world offers to us. The horrors unfolding in Ukraine and
the scandal of the arms race, and even more the danger
of nuclear war frightens us all. Our planet continues to be
exploited and the beauty of God’s creation plundered for
profit. And the ongoing tragedy of refugees continues
with many people closing their hearts to compassion.

Instead of sharing, many are choosing exclusion as the
solution. Only the other day Pope Francis issued a new,
scathing warning against the exclusion of migrants. For
him, “The exclusion of migrants is scandalous. Actually,
the exclusion of migrants is criminal. They are dying right
in front of us, as the Mediterranean is the largest
cemetery in the world...”

Not opening doors to them “is revolting, sinful and
criminal,” he added, off the cuff. Even worse: “We do not
exclude them, we send them away to camps, where they
are exploited and sold like slaves.”

This Christmas then, let’s all pledge to become
committed peacemakers — as we remember the birth of
the Prince of Peace amongst us. Jesus of Nazareth built
his entire Gospel message on peace, and nowhere in His
words or deeds did He even hint that war was actually
the way of achieving it.

Indeed, peace is the stuff of the four Gospels; a constant
theme of the New Testament and the ultimate goal of
two thousand years of Christian vision and witness.

This Christmas, where violence and war seem so close to
us on our television screens, let’s remember one of the
great witnesses to peace in our Catholic tradition -
St Francis of Assisi.

While many people associate St Francis with nature, not
as many know the story of his voyage and witness to the
Muslim world as a peacemaker.

It was the time of the Fifth Crusade, shortly after a
Crusader victory at the port city of Damietta — modern
Dumyat - on the Nile Delta.

Francis, who opposed all killing no matter what the
cause, sought the blessing of the cardinal who was
chaplain to the Crusader forces to go and preach the
Gospel to the Sultan. At last, the cardinal stood aside,
certain that Francis and llluminato, the brother travelling
with him, were being led to die as martyrs.

The two left the Crusader encampment singing the
psalm, 'The Lord is my shepherd'.

For a month, Francis and the Sultan met daily. Though
neither converted the other, the sultan had such warmth
for his guests that he not only spared their lives but gave
them a passport allowing them to visit Christian holy
places under Muslim control, and presented Francis with
a beautifully carved ivory horn which is now among the
relics of the saint kept in the Basilica of Assisi.

The two (Francis and Malik-al- Kamil, the Sultan) parted
as brothers.

During this holy season of Christmas, we too are
especially called to be witnesses to peace like St Francis
of Assisi, in our daily lives.

For in many ways, we too are living in ‘war’. Often, we
can be at ‘war’ with ourselves, at ‘war’ with others,
especially when we ‘crusade’ against people and see
them as rivals and enemies.

A life of peace, however, means daily trying to make
peace with ourselves and to cultivate a daily practice of
‘nonviolence’.

| speak to you today in the peace and beauty of our
chapel here at our Diocesan Chancery. Let’s make that
peace a reality in the lives of all those we encounter.

This Christmas, as we contemplate the Christ child in the
manger, who was born, died and rose from the dead to
give us peace - let’s commit ourselves here in Parramatta
to pray and work for justice and peace so that the
Kingdom will come!

In the prophetic words of St Paul VI: "If you want peace,
work for justice!"

A blessed Christmas to you all.

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv
Bishop of Parramatta




Fourth Sunday of Advent

Entrance Antiphon

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let
the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be
opened and bring forth a Saviour.

First Reading Is 7:10-14

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your
God for a sign for yourself coming either from the
depths of Sheol or from the heights above.” ‘No’,
Ahaz answered ‘l will not put the Lord to the test.’
Then Isaiah said:

‘Listen now, House of David:

are you not satisfied with trying the patience of

men

without trying the patience of my God, too?

The Lord himself, therefore,

will give you a sign.

It is this: the maiden is with child

and will soon give birth to a son

whom she will call Immanuel,

a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’

Responsorial Psalm

(R) Letthe Lord enter; he is king of glory.

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, the world
and all its peoples. It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm. (R.)

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? Who
shall stand in his holy place? The man with clean
hands and pure heart, who desires not worthless
things. (R.)

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord and
reward from the God who saves him. Such are the

men who seek him, seek the face of the God of
Jacob. (R.)

Second Reading Rom 1:1-7

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been
called to be an apostle, and specially chosen to
preach the Good News that God promised long ago
through his prophets in the scriptures.

This news is about the Son of God, who, according to
the human nature he took, was a descendant of
David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the
order of the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in
him, was proclaimed Son of God in all his power
through his resurrection from the dead. Through him
we received grace and our apostolic mission to

preach the obedience of faith to all pagan nations in
honour of his name. You are one of these nations,
and by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all,
then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, called to be
saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
send grace and peace.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

A virgin will give birth to a son; his name will be
Emmanuel: God is with us .

Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 1:18-24

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came
to live together she was found to be with child
through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a
man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity,
decided to divorce her informally. He had made up
his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your
wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must
name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save
his people from their sins.” Now all this took place to
fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph
woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told
him to do: he took his wife to his home.

Communion Antiphon

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and
his name will be called Emmanuel.

Next Sunday: The Nativity of the Lord
Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

On this Fourth Sunday of Advent we arrive at Matthew’s
account of the birth of Jesus. Preparing the way for the
Gospel describing this event, Matthew 1:18-24, is the
First Reading, Isaiah 7:10-14 featuring an oracle of the
prophet to King Ahaz at a time when Assyria posed a
great threat to the Kingdom of Judah. When this far-from-
admirable ruler refuses to ask God for a sign that would
indicate divine protection, Isaiah responds by describing
the sign that God will, nonetheless, give: the pregnancy of
a young girl — presumably a princess of the royal house. In
the Hebrew text of lIsaiah the word used for 'young
girl' (almah) does not necessarily connote the idea of
virginity — simply a young woman of marriageable age.
Also part of the sign is the name she is planning to give
her child: Emmanue — 'God is with us'. Taken together,
the conception of the child and the name he is to bear
constitute a sign that, despite the present troubles, God
remains 'with' the People.

The annunciation of Jesus’ birth in Matthew (1:18-24)
follows straight on from the Genealogy (1:1-17) with
which the Gospel begins. Four times within the otherwise
relentlessly male list of Jesus’ ancestors there are
references to women: Tamar, whom Judah violated;
Rahab, who had been a prostitute; Ruth, the Moabitess;
and the wife of Uriah (Bathsheba), whom King David
adulterously took to himself. In each case a note of sexual
impropriety or irregularity attends the reference — not so
much because of what the women themselves have done
but because of what has been done to them. The
genealogy shows how the divine thread of salvation has
run through much unsavoury human history.

The four references to women in the account of Jesus’
ancestry prepare the ground for the situation of Jesus’
mother Mary. We, the readers, are told that her
pregnancy has come about 'through the Holy Spirit' (v
18). But no one else knows that, including, at this point,
Joseph. Since betrothal was considered equivalent to
marriage, Mary’s situation is precarious in the extreme;
she stands liable to the severe penalties laid down in the
Mosaic Law for adultery (stoning: cf. John 8:1-11).
Obedience to the Law requires Joseph to divorce Mary
but, being, as the text says, a 'righteous person' (JB’s 'man
of honour' is quite misleading), he wants to do so in a way
that will spare her as much public shame as possible. In
this he 'models' keeping the Law in the way that Jesus will
commend, giving priority to values such as forgiveness,
mercy and compassion (the 'weightier matters of the
Law' [23:23]).

The angelic messenger turns everything around for
Joseph. Mary’s pregnancy has not come about through
infidelity but through the agency of God’s Holy Spirit. The

child she is to bear is to carry the name and role of Josue
— the great 'saviour' figure of Israel. Only, here the saving
role will not be a matter of military conquest but that of
rescuing the people from sin, freeing them, that is, from
all that stands in the way of a vital and life-giving
relationship to God.

Characteristically, Matthew reinforces the sense of divine
purpose by quoting the text from Isaiah that, in
retrospect at least, seemed to indicate that this is how
things would run in the messianic age. His quotation of
Isaiah 7:14 follows the Greek (Septuagint) translation
which in its choice of words — parthenos — does convey
the sense that the young girl is a virgin. Matthew finds,
then, in this text, a clear prophecy that the birth of the
Saviour will come about through a virginal conception,
worked by the Holy Spirit.

But, of course, no less important for Matthew is the
second part of the biblical verse stating that the child will
be called 'Emmanuel — God with Us'. 'Emmanuel’
indicates not so much a fresh name but the role the child
is to have for Israel and the world. In the person of this
child, God will be 'with' the people in a unique way, far
outstripping all conventional hopes for the messianic age.
People will experience this divine saving presence in their
encounters with Jesus throughout his earthly life. After
his resurrection, he will continue to be 'with' his Church in
its communal life (18:19-20) and world-wide mission to
the end of time (28:19-20).

The wonderful thing about Matthew’s presentation of
Jesus’ birth is the way in which, through the genealogy
and the public situation of Mary — and later through
Herod’s violence — it highlights the invasion of God'’s
grace saving power into human society as we so often
know it.

In the Second Reading, Romans 1:1-7, Paul solemnly

introduces himself as the divinely appointed messenger

of the messianic good news to the nations of the world.
From LiturgyHelp




Fourth Sunday of Advent

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary into your
home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been
conceived in her.” Matthew 1: 18-24

Today’s gospel-reading is Matthew’s version
of the birth of Jesus. It's a story which
Matthew places squarely in the chequered
history of the Jewish people. In order to
Y appreciate that history, we would do well to
stop and read the first seventeen verses
leading up to today’'s gospel-reading. They
come under the heading of Genealogy of Jesus, which we
remember because it contains all those “begats”, a rather
quaint feature of the opening of Matthew’s Gospel. U.S
President lke Eisenhower once told how he was reared in a
deeply religious family where he was instructed to read the
entire Bible but allowed to skip that section of Matthew with all
the “begats”.

There are lots of words for birth that Matthew could have used
in describing Jesus’ origin, but he settled on the Greek word
genesis, a word that relates nicely to the word genealogy and
replicates the title of the very first book of the Bible, Genesis -
an account of the very beginnings of creation.

In Jesus’ family tree, Matthew lists all the great heroes of
Jewish history. In addition, there are some whose track-record
was less than edifying. Abraham was a man of faith who came
very close to sacrificing his beloved son, Isaac. However, things
got worse after that. Jacob, with family encouragement,
cheated his older brother, Esau out of his birthright. David had
Uriah Killed in battle to hide his adulterous relationship with
Uriah’s wife Bathsheba. Among others who featured in Jesus’
ancestry were Tamar who tricked her father-in-law Judah into
impregnating her so she could obtain security in his family.
Then there was the prostitute Rahab who hid in her house two
of Joshua’s spies who had come to reconnoitre the city of
Jericho. She talked the spies into protecting her and her family
when Joshua’s army invaded Jericho. And when Joseph, a true
“son of Abraham” and a distant descendant of King David
accepted Jesus as his son, Jesus’ lineage became even more
complicated. Matthew’s point is that God could cope with the
messiness of life and human frailty and that Jesus could come
and live in the midst of that messiness.

Now let’s for a moment consider the confusion and messiness
that overtook Mary’s life. Matthew introduces Mary’s pregnancy
with a glorious understatement: “When Jesus’ mother Mary was
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was
found to be with child through the power of the Holy
Spirit” (Matthew 1: 18). There is no indication as to who found
Mary to be pregnant. Moreover, it would have been impossible
to keep that news under wraps. It would have spread like wild-
fire and the village gossips would have had a field-day. And we
know the questions that Mary would have been asked had she
confided in close friends: “What did your parents say when you
told them?” “Does Joseph know?” “Did some Roman soldier do
this to you?” Had Mary dared to say that an angel had told her
she would become pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit, she
would have attracted the label of “lunatic”. Still more
complications and messiness were to follow.

And what about Joseph? Now we would say that he was caught
between a rock and a hard place. We are told that he had
secret thoughts of divorcing Mary quietly. That might have been
a just solution to his problem, but it could easily have led to her
being stoned to death. - the penalty for infidelity as prescribed
by the Levitical law. Had she escaped that, she could have

ended up destitute, with no adult male to provide for her. Yet,
for Joseph to marry a woman who appeared to be unfaithful to
him, he would be defiled by her seeming disregard for the law.
Even worse, for him to accept Mary’s child would be
tantamount to his bringing an illegitimate child into his
ancestral line. That child would inherit the birthright of any
offspring he might eventually father. As he was wrestling with
issues such as these, in a dream he experienced during the
night, he was engaged by an angel, whose first words were:
“Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife.
It is by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived this
child” (Matthew 1: 20). We all know that directives to stop
being afraid are generally ineffective. Let's not forget that the
Angel Gabriel gave the same advice to Mary. That leaves me
wondering whether angels create fear by their sudden,
unexpected arrival or whether those to whom they appear are
already frightened by the issues with which they are dealing.
The crux of the matter which had brought an unresolved
dilemma to both Mary and Joseph was that they were
confronted with a pregnancy they had not cooperated with one
another in creating. But to all intents and purposes they were
left with the problem of resolving it for no other reason than
that Mary’s pregnancy threatened her place, her child’s and her
fiancé’s place in the community that would normally have been
home to them.

We who have the whole of the Bible available to us between
the covers of a single book can point to story after story of how
God had worked through messy and shameful domestic and
national situations to rescue people and restore them to hope
and promise. Isaac was saved from being sacrificed at the
eleventh hour, Moses, a murderer, led an enslaved people out
of Egypt into freedom, Tamar, by deception, ensured that Judah
would have sons, an earlier Joseph, one of Jacob’s many sons,
also had dreams and rescued the very brothers who had sold
him into slavery. There is little doubt that Matthew saw the
event of Mary's pregnancy, the birth of Jesus and the
courageous selflessness of the second Joseph as just another
episode that really belonged to the Old Testament. For
Matthew, Jesus was first and foremost the fulfilment of all the
prophecies of the Old or First Testament. On eight occasions in
the course of his Gospel, Matthew cites Jesus or his actions as
being the fulfilment of what had been proclaimed by the
prophets of the Old Testament.

In the two creation stories at the start of the Book of Genesis,
we hear the story of how God created the world. At the
commencement of Matthew’s Gospel, we are told how God,
created the world afresh in the person of Jesus, The crux of that
fresh or new creation was the fact that God, in Jesus, became
part of our flesh and blood, a full member of the human
community. Jesus became one with us when he was born of
Mary. In today’'s gospel-reading, Matthew quotes Isaiah’s
prophecy of that birth in all the details with which we are
familiar: “The virgin shall be with child and give birth to a son,
and they shall call him Emmanuel, a name which means “God
is with us”.

In our baptism we became even more closely linked to Jesus as
his sisters and brothers, all children of God. Our family histories
with their skeletons in the cupboard, with their frailties,
shames, mistakes and failures are as messy and confused as
was Jesus’ genealogy. None of us is beyond God’s capacity to
reach out to us in love, forgiveness and acceptance. In the
festival we call Christmas we celebrate the fact that the child
who became part of the families of both Mary and Joseph is
also born into our family. God has made our world new through
him, and because of him will continue to renew it through us.
Can we accept that responsibility? Isn’t that what being a
follower of God-with-us really means?

Julian McDonald cfc.AO
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Masses - Christmas Eve &
Christmas Day

Ministers Needed

We are looking for

Altar Servers

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
Projectionists

Welcomers/Checkers

for the Masses on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.

If you are able to help, please fill out the form in the
sacristy or contact the office on 9639 0598 or via
email admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

Mass times at St Michael's:

24 Dec Fri :5.30pm, 8pm
25 Dec Sat : midnight, 8am and 10am

l Christmas Eve Family Mass

8l This year, we are once again able to have the
children act out the Gospel at the 5:30 Mass
on Christmas Eve. Several primary aged
children from St Michael's will take on the
roles of narrators and main actors.

All other children from the Parish are invited to dress as
angels and shepherds and join in the play on the steps of
the altar. No commitment or practice necessary - we just
look forward to seeing lots of enthusiastic young actors on
Christmas Eve!

Mrs van Gend and Mrs Day

During this Holy Season of Advent
let us pause to pray for all those
who are victims of family violence.

&) St Vincent de Paul Society
jmﬁ wirks

Gentle Jesus join to your own suffering the pain of all who
have been hurt in body, mind and spirit by those who
betrayed the trust placed in them.

Grant that all harmed by abuse may find peace in justice.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

2023 Columban calendars for $9.50,

s
I)let)ﬂs tl” Christmas cards $4 (pkt 8), and diaries
w < .
for $20 are available now

- + ST BERNADETTE’S LALOR PARK WEDNESDAY
E " EVENING DEVOTIONS

St Bernadette’s Parish, Lalor Park, is hosting weekly
devotions to Our Lady of Lourdes and St Bernadette every
Wednesday evening at 6.30pm with Adoration and Rosary
and special prayers, followed by Mass at 7.30pm. All are

welcome. For more information, contact the parish office on
(02) 9672 4037 or admin@stbernadetteslalorpark.org.au

RING IN. THE NEW YEAR

MWITH THELORD

DIVINE RETREAT CENTRE NEW YEAR'’S EVE

CELEBRATION: 31 DECEMBER

The Divine Retreat Centre in Somersby, NSW
is holding a New Year's Eve celebration from
8.30pm to 12am on Saturday 31 December. The event will
include Confession, Thanksgiving Adoration and a New Year’s
Mass. Bookings are required and limited numbers are
available. Please call (02) 4372 1598 or email
drecsydney@gmail.com to confirm attendance. Visit
www.divineretreatcentre.org/ for more information.

SAVE THE DATE - PARISH OF RICHMOND

ST PAUL’S FEAST: 21 JANUARY

Plans are underway for the Parish of Richmond’s
2023 Annual St Paul’'s Feast. Please save the date and
spread the word. More information to come soon. The Parish
relies on the hands of many to continue the St Paul’s Feast
tradition. If you are able to assist in any way, please contact
Vicki on 0410 545 783.

\, .\-

FAITH AND FORMATION SESSION FOR
CATHOLIC HEALTHCARE

PROFESSIONALS: 11 FEBRUARY

You are invited to a faith and formation
session for those who work and volunteer in the health care
ministries of the Church on Saturday 11 February, from 9am
to 10.30am at the All Saints of Africa Centre, 51-59 Allawah
Street, Blacktown. Join us afterwards for the World Day of the
Sick Mass at St Patrick’s Church, Blacktown. Please RSVP for
catering purposes by 6 February to met@parracatholic.org.
For enquiries, please contact Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org
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RCIA is more than a

yrogram of instruction.
s a process of conversion.

tion of Adults

A life changing opportunity for those
considering becoming a Catholic Christian.
The journey begins on 8th January 2023
in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.

If you or anyone you know is interested
please contact Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385
or Brad 0418 619 510 by 19 December 2022.

Monica & Brad

It begins with an awareness...or stirring
in one’s heart for something more.
It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.
Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,
and justice within the community of the Catholic Church.




CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE —
PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

Christmas Eve: Saturday 24 December

_* 5.30pm Family Mass St Michael’s
6.00pm Family Mass Our Lady of Lourdes

: 7 7 . 8.00pm Mass St Michael’s
8.00pm Mass Our Lady of Lourdes (live streamed)
‘.‘ ‘.‘ ‘.‘ Midnight Mass St Michael’s

Christmas Day: Sunday 25 December

8.00am Mass St Michael’s

9.30am Mass Our Lady of Lourdes

10.00am Mass St Michael’s

11.30am Our Lady of Lourdes (Korean Language)

All Maronite Liturgies are at Gilroy College

There is NO evening Mass on Sunday 25 December

COMMUNAL RITE OF RECONCILIATION
Monday 19 December at 7.30pm St Michael’s Church

INDIVIDUAL RITE OF RECONCILIATION

St Michael’s
Sat 17 December ~ 9.30am to 11am; 4.00pm to 4.30pm
Wed 21, Thu 22, Fri 23 — after the 9.15am Mass to 10.15am

Our Lady of Lourdes
Sat 17 December — 4.30pm to 5.00pm
Thu 22, Fri 23 — after the 9.30am Mass to 10.30am
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PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

2023 Sacramental Programme Details

for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of

Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age
who have been baptised.

St Michael’s Church ~ 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills
Our Lady of Lourdes Church ~ 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills

Term 1/2 Sacrament of Confirmation ~ children must be 10.5 years before the celebration

Term 3

Term 4

Online Registration : Friday 17 February to Friday 3 March

Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 6 or Tuesday 7 March

Celebration at St Michael’s : Monday 8, Tuesday 9, Friday 12 May at 7.00pm
Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : Wednesday 10, Thursday 11 May at 7.00pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation ~ children must be 7.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 16 to Friday 30 June

Parents’ Information Evening : Monday17 or Tuesday 18 July

Celebration : Monday 21 to Friday 25 August (venue, dates & times to be advised)

Sacrament of Eucharist ~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 1 to Friday 15 September

Parents’ Information Evening : Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September
Celebration at St Michael’s :

Friday 10 November / 17 November ~ 7.30pm,

Saturday 11 November /18 November ~ 2.30pm

Sunday 12 November /19 November ~ 12noon and 2.30pm
Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes :

Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm

Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm

Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am
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Beginning February 2023
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This is formation for anyone interested in
serving within the Liturgical Ministries
either as Readers, Extraordinary Ministers
of Communion, Communion to the Sick
and Dying and Ministers at the Altar.

To book or find out more contact:
mary.gale@parracatholic.org
0460 037 795

Liturgiéal Ministry Formation Courses 2023

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence next
year in February. This is formation for anyone interested in serving
within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary
Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and
Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested or would like more
information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795
or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an
enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/
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Werld, Day of i Sick, Mass

including the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

Saturday 11 February 2023

Mary Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown

SAVE THE DATE - Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass:
Saturday 11 February 2023

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick, will be held on Saturday 11 February 2023 at
St Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.

All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for
the sick and dying and health care professionals. More information to
come.




REGISTRATION OPEN!

Secure your place with a deposit now! ;
° 7890

Diocese of Parramatta WYD23 Pilgrimage
Registrations Open!

Regqistration for WYD23 in Lisbon has now opened. Young
people aged 16-35 can now view our itinerary, inclusions,
indicative pricing, register and pay their $800 deposit to
secure their place. Limited spaces still available to join our
team of 170 pilgrims with Bishop Vincent. Visit

Www.parrawyd.org



https://www.parrawyd.org/

summerschool.org.au

Summerschool
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Mt Carmel Retreat Centre
Varroville

8-15 January 2023

SUMMER SCHOOL OF EVANGELISATION — SYDNEY: 8 - 15 JANUARY

Summer School is a week-long, live in life-changing retreat featuring live music, incredible
worship, inspiring talks, engaging liturgy, time to chill & learn...and more...in the midst of a
community of 150+ young people aged 16-35. Summer School will be held at the Mt
Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville NSW from 8 to 15 January. More info &

bookings: summerschool.org.au
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Patron Saint of South Sudan and Sudan
Patron Saint of Victims of Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking
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MEMO RtA¥ MASS
OF ST JOSEPHINE BAKHITA

Celebrant Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv.
St Patrick’s Church, 51-59 Allawah Street, Blacktown.

SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2023, 2PM

SAVE THE DATE -
Memorial Mass of St Josephine Bakhita: 19 February

You are invited to the Memorial Mass of St Josephine Bakhita, Patron Saint
of South Sudan and Sudan, and victims of Modern Slavery and Human
Trafficking on Sunday 19 February at 2pm at St Patrick’s Church, Mary,
Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.

We hope you will join us to commemorate the victims of modern slavery
and human trafficking in Australia and worldwide and look forward to
celebrating the legacy of St Josephine Bakhita with you.



Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF
Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra ST M|CHA|j:|-.'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Father Andrew Rooney Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Assistant Deacons Deacon Roque Dias Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am
Youth Ministry Kimberley Aimeida ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598

. Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm

. . : , RECONCILIATION

Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan

Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Secretary Louise Ryall Wed - Fri: 9.30am
ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755 RECONCILIATION
Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH
KOREAN CHAPLAINCY

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang

Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Secretary Rita Ryou

. LECTORS THIS WEEK ser | usH LECTORS NEXT WEEK ser | ush
Mass Times| g DECEMBER 2022 ver | s 25 DECEMBER 2022 ver | ers InOnr
&r?r@ N1/
ga:;cgrdamy E. Riches, P. Eustace D 9 ‘—/>/\\\//
.30 pi f——
Sunday A. Mendes, N D’Lima, sr | sR In your mercy, please remember those for
8.00 am J. Kerr
. . whom prayers have been asked
Christmas Special Roster pray
Sunday C. Burton, A. Mantaring, | 10
10.00 am [S. Mantaring Recently Deceased:
Anna Francis, Gladys D’Souza, Alan Palumbo
Zu&;’a)r’n g' ggf;e“* G. Tamayo, SR | 11 and victims of the Corona Virus pandemic in
0P ) NSW and around the world and those who
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS have died in the Ukraine
Times 18 DECEMBER 2022 25 DECEMBER 2022
. _ Anniversary:
Saturday G. R_odrlgues, D. Rodrigues, L. Karam, Robert Prasad, Charles Pinto, Gary Kerr,
5.30 pm E. Riches g ; X
Margaret Harrison, Alice Redden, Ellen Kiely
Sunday C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton,
8.00am |S. Espiritu, C. Harding Sick:
Christmas Special Roster Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella, Kong Su Chong,
ig"gg’;m D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Judy Poon,
Barbara Ison, Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao,
Sunday P Finnertv. E. Lee. R. Bor. Debra Price, Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena,
6.00 pm ' ¥, £ Lee, K. Borg Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes,
Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, Ino Parisotto,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 18.12.22 WEEK BEGINNING 25.12.22 Gizzella Gherm, Frank Jacobs, Sean Angeles,
Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, Hazel Clasquin,
COunTERs | ounters 18.12.22 Counters 25.12.22 Catherine Hemmings, Patricia MacDonald,
Team 4 : J. Gorman Team 5: P. Waite X X - .
Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi,
FLOWER Saturday 24.12.22 : Saturday 31.12.22: Joseph MacDermid, Florgina Henry,
MINISTRY L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic D. Maglalang, M. Medvidovic Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
PROJECTOR | Christmas Masses: Volunteer is required for 25 Dec 10am Mass
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