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Dear Parishioners,

Happy Pentecost and a happy birthday to our Church!
May the Holy Spirit continue to come into your lives and
guide you in the ways of Jesus.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Ginalyn Tamayo and Natasha Ellis
who were commissioned into the Ministry of Reader at St
Patrick's Cathedral last Friday, May 19th, and to Elizabeth
Hanrahan who was commissioned as a Minister of the
Word, an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion &
Communion to the Sick and Dying.

We are grateful for their willingness to serve our
communities and look forward to more following in their
footsteps in the September intake.

DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS

This Sunday, Wendy Goonan and Chris Worthington will
be our Parish representatives at the Convocation Mass
for the Diocesan Synod, being held at St Patrick’s
Cathedral at 11am.

We are currently working on some dates for a parish
listening consultation and will advise in the next few
weeks.

You are welcome to provide your own input or
submission to the Synod, individually or as a group, via
the link https://parracatholic.org/synod getinvolved/

A brief report of the Northern Deanery Consultation
which took place on 13 May can be accessed via this
Facebook video link from the Diocese of Parramatta
Facebook page.

MASS LINK FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Solemnity
of Pentecost — Year A and available on YOUTUBE after
that is https://youtube.com/live/xFa_9LmV3aM. Please
copy the link into browser if it does not immediately
work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from
Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards
via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the
Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.

Thank you Jim and Brian for your wonderful ministry in
enabling those at home to follow Mass.

BISHOPS GOOD SAMARITAN APPEAL - this weekend

The Bishop’s Good Samaritan Appeal for Aboriginal
Catholic Care at Emerton.

Will you be the face of Christ for our First Nations people
in need? Your compassionate generosity and prayers will
support a welcoming place
where Aboriginal people can
express their identity, share
their culture and knowledge
within ~ our  community,
access practical support and
development opportunities,
and make social
connections.

Please give generously to

the Bishop’s Good Samaritan
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal,
envelopes or scan this QR code.

Appeal at
use the

Thank you for being a Good Samaritan to our First
Nations people.

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK — BE A VOICE FOR
GENERATIONS

Following National Sorry Day on 26 May, we observe
National Reconciliation Week, from 27 May — 3 June; an
opportunity for Australians to take part in the process of
reconciliation. This year’s theme, Be a Voice for
Generations, urges all Australians to use their power,
their words and their actions to create a better, more just
Australia for all of us. At its heart, reconciliation is about
strengthening relationships between Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous
peoples, for the benefit of all Australians. Visit the ACBC
Justice, Ecology and Peace website:
socialjustice.catholic.org.au

PENTECOST SCRIPTURE EVENING: 30 MAY

‘Pentecost 2023: Be Empowered by the Spirit’ in an
evening reflection on the Word of God and the season of
Pentecost with Br Barry Donaghue! You and your key
contacts are most welcome to attend Tuesday 30 May
from 6:30pm to 8:30pm downstairs at the Bishop Bede
Heather Centre, Blacktown. RSVP via https://
pfparra.org.au/pentecost2023/
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SAVE THE DATE — DIOCESAN LITURGICAL CONFERENCE:
15 JULY

The Diocesan Liturgy Conference is on again in 2023! Save
the date for Saturday 15 July at St Andrew the Apostle
Parish, Marayong. Fr Peter Williams AM VG will be the
Keynote speaker as we celebrate the 60" anniversary of
the Constitution on Sacred Liturgy. The conference will
include a variety of workshops. More information to
come soon.

REMINDER: BUILDING SAFE PARISHES TOGETHER IN
2023:

An Update from the Office for Safequarding

Safe Parishes Week — Safeguarding Mandatory Training
is Due Now!

Are you new to Parish Ministry this year and have
not completed your Safeguarding Training?

Are you an existing volunteer and have not yet
completed your 6 points of mandatory
Safeguarding Training?

Under the Children’s Guardian Act 2019 and the NSW
Child Safe Standards all volunteers in parish ministry are
Mandatory Reporters and are required to have completed
their Safeguarding Training. The Office of the Children’s
Guardian expects all volunteers in parish ministry to have
now met this Standard.

You are now required to register for the Mandatory 6
points of Safeguarding Training to complete Cycle 1.

Register for the face-to-face Mandatory Training during
Safe Parishes Week on: Friday 9" June at 9.30am -
2.30pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Marion Street
Blacktown. Please register for this mandatory training at:
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

You can complete your 6 points online, ‘sign up’ NOW at:
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding
Training, please email Maria Kervin, Community
Engagement and Education Officer at:
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org .

THE DECEASED
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Christopher Coutinho, Teresa

Pattinson, Michael Sheppard, David Smith

Anniversaries: Lucy Kocsis, Patricia Farrell, Lily Attard,
Rosamma and Devassy Pallippatt, Stella D’Costa, James
Wong Kee, Trevor Wong Kee, Sam Zahra, Pat Zahra, Andy
Palumbo, Nigel Bertus, Julian Pinto and Margaret Vella.

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION

The Pope continued his cycle of catechesis on The passion
for evangelization: the apostolic zeal of the believer,
focusing on the theme “Witnesses: Saint Andrew Kim Tae-

”
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Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing
catechesis on apostolic zeal, we now turn to
Saint Andrew Kim Taegon, the first native
priest of Korea and a martyr for the faith. At a
time of fierce persecution, Saint Andrew
courageously sought out the scattered
members of his flock who, for fear of arrest,
were forced to keep their identity secret. As a
young seminarian, Andrew aided missionary
priests from abroad, who covertly entered the
country to minister to its people. He endured
great hardships for the sake of the Gospel.
Once, amid a long trek through the snow, he
fell to the ground exhausted and risked dying
of exposure. Suddenly he heard a voice saying:
“Get up and keep walking!” He realized that, in
his witness to the Gospel, he was not alone,
and that the Lord would never forsake him. In
the end, his perseverance in following Christ
and serving his people led to his death as a
martyr. Inspired by the example of Saint
Andrew Kim Taegon, may we persevere in our
baptismal calling to be missionary disciples,
sharing the joy of the Gospel with others,
trusting in the strength that the Lord unfailingly
grants us.

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist
with the proper recording for the second collection,
please include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection —
for support of the Parish,

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
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POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION
FOR EVANGELISATION

The Pope continued his cycle of catechesis on The passion
for evangelization: the apostolic zeal of the believer, focusing
on the theme “Witnesses: Saint Andrew Kim Tae-gon”

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the
master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher,
and the slave like the master. If they have called the master
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign
those of his household!"What I say to you in the dark, tell in
the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the
housetops. (Bible reading: Mt 10: 24-25,27).

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

In this series of catecheses that we are undertaking, we
place ourselves in the school of some of the saints who, as
exemplary witnesses, teach us apostolic zeal. Let’s recall
that we are talking about apostolic zeal, which is what we
must have in order to proclaim the Gospel.

Today we are going to find a great example of a saint of the
passion for evangelization in a land far away, namely the
Korean Church. Let us look at the Korean martyr and first
priest Saint Andrew Kim Tae-gon.

But, the first Korean priest: you know something? The
evangelization of Korea was done by the laity! It was the
baptized laity who transmitted the faith, there were no
priests, because they had none. Then, later... but the first
evangelization was done by the laity. Would we be capable
of something like that? Let’s think about it: it’s interesting.
And this is one of the first priests, Saint Andrew. His life was
and remains an eloquent testimony of the proclamation of
the Gospel, the zeal for this.

About 200 years ago, the Korean land was the scene of a
very severe persecution: Christians were persecuted and
annihilated. At that time, believing in Jesus Christ in Korea
meant being ready to bear witness even unto death.
Specifically, from the example of Saint Andrew Kim, we can
draw out two concrete aspects of his life.

The first is the way he used to meet with the faithful. Given
the highly intimidating context, the saint was forced to
approach Christians in a discreet manner, and always in the
presence of other people, as if they had been talking to each
other for a while. Then, to confirm the Christian identity of
his interlocutor, Saint Andrew would implement these
devices: first, there was a previously agreed upon sign of
recognition: “You will meet with this Christian and he will
have this sign on his outfit or in his hand.” “And after that,
he would surreptitiously ask the question—but all this under
his breath, eh?—“Are you a disciple of Jesus?” Since other
people were watching the conversation, the saint had to
speak in a low voice, saying only a few words, the most
essential ones. So, for Andrew Kim, the expression that
summed up the whole identity of the Christian was “disciple
of Christ.” “Are you a disciple of Christ?”—but in a soft voice
because it was dangerous. It was forbidden to be a Christian
there.

Indeed, being a disciple of the Lord means following Him,
following His path. And the Christian is by nature one who
preaches and bears witness to Jesus. Every Christian
community receives this identity from the Holy Spirit, and so
does the whole Church, since the day of Pentecost (cf.
Vatican Council I, Decree Ad gentes, 2). It is from this Spirit
that we receive the passion, the passion for evangelization,
this great apostolic zeal; it is a gift of the Spirit Who gives.
And even if the surrounding context is not favorable—like
the Korean context of Andrew Kim—it does not change; on
the contrary, it becomes even more valuable. Saint Andrew
Kim and other Korean believers have demonstrated that
witnessing to the Gospel in times of persecution can bear
much fruit for the faith.

Now let us look at a second concrete example. When he was
still a seminarian, Saint Andrew had to find a way to secretly
welcome missionary priests from abroad. This was not an
easy task, as the regime of the time strictly forbade all
foreigners from entering the territory. That’s why it had
been, before this, so difficult to find a priest that could come
to do missionary work: the laity undertook the mission.

One time—think about what Saint Andrew did—one time,
he was walking in the snow, without eating, for so long that
he fell to the ground exhausted, risking unconsciousness and
freezing. At that point, he suddenly heard a voice, “Get up,
walk!” Hearing that voice, Andrew came to his senses,
catching a glimpse of something like a shadow of someone
guiding him.

This experience of the great Korean witness makes us
understand a very important aspect of apostolic zeal;
namely, the courage to get back up when one falls.

But do saints fall? Yes! Indeed, from the earliest times. Think
of Saint Peter: he committed a great sin, eh? But he found
strength in God’s mercy and got up again. And in Saint
Andrew we see this strength: he had fallen physically but he
had the strength to go, go, go to carry the message forward.

No matter how difficult the situation may be—and indeed,
at times it may seem to leave no room for the Gospel
message—we must not give up and we must not forsake
pursuing what is essential in our Christian life: namely,
evangelization.

This is the path. And each of us can think to themselves:
“But what about me, how can | evangelize?” But you look at
these great ones and you consider your smallness, we
consider our littleness: evangelizing the family, evangelizing
friends, talking about Jesus—but talking about Jesus and
evangelizing with a heart full of joy, full of strength. And this
is given by the Holy Spirit. Let us prepare to receive the Holy
Spirit this coming Pentecost, and ask Him for that grace, the
grace of apostolic courage, the grace to evangelize, to
always carry the message of Jesus forward. Thank you.



Pentecost Sunday

Entrance Antiphon

The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world and
that which contains all things understands what is
said, alleluia.

First Reading Acts 2:1-11
When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had
all met in one room, when suddenly they heard what
sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise
of which filled the entire house in which they were
sitting; and something appeared to them that
seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and
came to rest on the head of each of them. They were
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak
foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of
speech.

Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from
every nation under heaven, and at this sound they all
assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men
speaking his own language. They were amazed and
astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking
are Galileans? How does it happen that each of us
hears them in his own native language? Parthians,
Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia,
Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round
Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome — Jews and
proselytes alike — Cretans and Arabs; we hear them
preaching in our own language about the marvels of
God.

Responsorial Psalm

(R) Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of
the earth.

1. Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you
are, How many are your works, O Lord! The earth
is full of your riches. (R.)

2. You take back your spirit, they die, returning to
the dust from which they came. You send forth
your spirit, they are created; and you renew the
face of the earth. (R.)

3. May the glory of the Lord last for ever! May the
Lord rejoice in his works! May my thoughts be
pleasing to him. | find my joy in the Lord. (R.)

Second Reading 1Cor12:3-7,12-13
No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the
influence of the Holy Spirit.

There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit;
there are all sorts of service to be done, but always

to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different
ways in different people, it is the same God who is
working in all of them. The particular way in which
the Spirit is given to each person is for a good
purpose.

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many
parts, is a single unit because all these parts, though
many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one
Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks,
slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to
us all to drink.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of your love.

Alleluia!

Gospel John 20:19-23
In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors
were closed in the room where the disciples were,
for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and
showed them his hands and his side. The disciples
were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.

‘As the Father sent me,

so am | sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

For those whose sins you forgive,

they are forgiven:

for those whose sins you retain,

they are retained.’

Communion Antiphon
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke of
the marvels of God, alleluia.

Next Sunday: The Most Holy Trinity
Ex 34:4-6, 8-9; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

The scriptural readings for today’s great feast are
basically the ones we would expect. Each brings out a
key feature of the early Church’'s sense of being a
community created, enlivened and equipped by the
Spirit of God. It is Luke, of course, who in his second
volume, the Acts of the Apostles, has most memorably
depicted the imparting of the Spirit upon the Church
and located it on the Jewish feast of Pentecost - a
pilgrimage feast celebrated fifty days (seven weeks)
after Passover when Israel gathered to give thanks to
God for the gift of the land and its produce.

This account in today’s First Reading, Acts 2:1-11, lists
at the end people from many regions who hear the
testimony of the apostles each in their own language.
The nationalities refer to pilgrims from the Jewish
Diaspora but Luke almost certainly means us to see
here a foreshadowing of the universal mission of the
Church. The renewed ‘Israel’ is now being empowered
and equipped for its mission to be a ‘light for the
revelation of the nations’ (Luke 2:32), something which
will work towards overcoming the dispersal and disunity
of humankind symbolised by the episode of the Tower
of Babel (Gen 11:1-9). The Church will speak in many
languages but communicate through each the same
essential message concerning the outreach of God’s
compassionate love (‘the marvels of God’).

Some details in the account are rather elusive. They
include a play upon several senses of the word
‘tongue’. As in English, the Greek word (glossa) refers
both to the physical organ of speech and the various
languages that it produces. Along with reference to
languages, the text also makes an image out of the
primary physical meaning in the phrase of ‘tongues of
flame'. In the biblical (OT) tradition the sound of a
mighty wind and manifestations of fire signal the
presence and power of God - notably when Israel stood
before God at the foot of Mount Sinai (Exod 19:16-24).
What is described here seems to be a central fiery
mass from which distinct ‘tongues’ separate and come
to rest on individuals. The overall sense would be that
the empowering Spirit, which rested solely upon Jesus
during his own life, has now, in accordance with his
promise (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8a), been distributed to
those who are to carry on his mission - in first instance
to Israel, then to Judea and Samaria, and ultimately ‘to
the ends of the earth’ (Acts 1:8b).

The Second Reading, 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13, is
taken from Paul’s instruction on the gifts (charismata)
of the Spirit in the community of believers. He firmly
believes that each individual member of the church has

been given at baptism a distinct gift of the Spirit. Where
some of the Corinthians appear to have rated the more
dramatic and ecstatic gifts (especially, the gift of
tongues) above all the others, Paul insists on the variety
of gifts - including such matters as a gift for leadership
and administration and of giving assistance to the poor
(1 Cor 12:28-29). All have their origin in the Spirit but
not all have the same purpose. Elsewhere in this
section of the letter Paul makes clear his preference for
gifts that build up the community rather than simply the
individual (1 Cor 14:1-19). The image of the church
(here the local church) as the ‘body of Christ’ holds
together this sense of a variety of gifts within a
fundamental and dynamic unity created by the Spirit.
including such matters as a gift for leadership and
administration and of giving assistance to the poor (1
Cor 12:28-29). All have their origin in the Spirit but not
all have the same purpose. Elsewhere in this section of
the letter Paul makes clear his preference for gifts that
build up the community rather than simply the
individual (1 Cor 14:1-19). The image of the church
(here the local church) as the ‘body of Christ’ holds
together this sense of a variety of gifts within a
fundamental and dynamic unity created by the Spirit.

In line with what seems to have been the more
mainstream early tradition, the Gospel (John 20:19-23)
associates the imparting of the Spirit more closely with
the resurrection and exaltation of the Lord. So it is on
the evening of ‘the first day of the week’ (i.e., Easter
Sunday) that Jesus appears to the disciples, makes
clear his identity, and imparts to them the ‘Peace’ that
overcomes their fear. Then he imparts the Spirit to
empower them to take up the mission of reconciliation
that he himself has received from the Father. He has
died as the ‘Lamb who takes away the sins of the
world’ (1:29, 36; 19:36); his very moment of expiry
upon the cross suggested a ‘handing over of the
Spirit’ (19:30). Now, as risen Lord, he breathes the
Spirit upon the disciples, communicating through them
to the church the capacity to reconcile in God’s name.

From LiturgyHelp




Pentecost Sunday

Then Jesus breathed on them and said:
“Receive the Holy Spirit.”  John 20: 19-23

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit, and
they began to speak in different languages as
the Spirit prompted them.
Acts 2: 1-11

Every now and then, daily newspapers and

television news outlets carry stories about
Pen{’ecosi' churches. For instance, some years ago the

Anglican Church, after a long consultation, made a
decision to ordain women. About a decade later, Pope Paull Il issued a
decree that stated that the Catholic Church would not only forbid the
ordination of women but that members of the Catholic Church were not
to discuss the topic of women’s ordination. This coming Sunday,
pastors in the churches of various Christian denominations will choose
in their homilies to refer to Pentecost as the birthday of the Church. As
| began to prepare this reflection, | asked myself what comes to my
mind when | use the word church in conversation, see it in print or
declare that | am a baptised member of the Catholic Church. Some of
the things that come in and out of my mind when | refer to church are:
the Vatican, the Sacred Heart parish church building into which | enter
every weekend, Pope Francis, the organisation that is the archdiocese
of Sydney, the stunning rose window in the cathedral of Chartres, the
people with whom | gather to celebrate Eucharist. | suggest to you as
you read this reflection that you might take a few minutes to pause and
reflect on what you think of when you use or engage with the word
“church”.

These musings led me to remind myself that every week as part of the
ritual leading to the celebration of Eucharist I, with the community of
which | am a member, proclaim either the Apostles’ Creed or the
Nicene Creed as an expression of my faith. That leads me to ask
myself. To what and/or to whom am | committing myself when |
proclaim that creed?

To help refine my thinking, | took some time to reflect on s story | have
borrowed from Fr William Bausch of whose writing | am an unashamed
fan. | believe it is a story worth sharing:

In 1964, with special approval from the sitting Government, the
Catholic Church in East Germany held a conference in the city of
Leipzig. Whenever conferences were held with special government
approval, it was almost mandatory to invite a high-ranking city official.
The invitation was duly sent, and a communist magistrate arrived to
address the assembly. He shared some of his memories of the war
years under Hitler, adding that he himself was imprisoned because he
was a communist. He proceeded to tell of another prisoner who had
been trusted enough to qualify for limited work duties. As a “trustee”,
he was allowed a little more freedom than other prisoners and
rewarded with scraps of food and discarded clothes. Instead of
keeping these for himself, he took the risk of sharing them with fellow
prisoners. Had he been caught, he would have been executed. The
magistrate concluded his address with the comment: “That man was a
Christian, and for the first time in my life his actions made me think that
the church might be worthwhile.

This story illustrates that the church, before it is an organisation or an
institution, is first, foremost and essentially a group of people, who, by
virtue of their baptism, have committed themselves to walk in the
footsteps of Jesus. Without being able to articulate it, that communist
magistrate saw in the prisoner, who shared his good fortune with less
privileged fellow inmates, a reflection of Jesus. The church is a
community of disciples galvanised into action by God’s Holy Spirit alive
within them.

Implicit in Luke’s account of the Pentecost event is the information that
those first disciples, obedient to Jesus’ direction to go and wait for the
Spirit he had promised, went off and isolated themselves behind
closed doors. There is a strong suggestion that they were also
motivated by fear. Even though Jesus did not launch into
recriminations about they way they had abandoned him following his
arrest, they could hardly have escaped feeling ashamed of
themselves. Moreover, in taking leave of them at the time of his
ascension, Jesus had given them the responsibility of proclaiming his
message and witnessing to his resurrection. He had also directed them
to take that good news to the ends of the world. Carrying the burden of
fear and shame, they were still surely struggling with how they might
go about carrying out the responsibilities to which Jesus had
commissioned them. But let’'s not forget that the twelve who plunged
into the deep on that first Pentecost morning were not alone. They
must have had encouragement and prodding from the women and
men who had joined them behind locked doors.

Behind all that is a message for all of us. From time to time, we are all
faced with the prospect of having to make difficult decisions. To do so,
we need to call on our reserves of courage and sensitivity. We know
that we hesitate, procrastinate and even let fear delay us. Yet, deep
down we sense God’s Spirit nudging us to trust and act. | can only
surmise that the apostles who launched themselves into action on
Pentecost day experienced similar feelings before they stepped out
and addressed the crowds that had come to celebrate the Jewish
festival of the harvests. It matters little whether the Holy Spirit
descended on the apostles when Jesus breathed on them on the
evening of the day on which he was raised from the tomb or whether it
was 50 days later in Jerusalem as Luke described it in Acts. More than
likely, they needed time to absorb the encouragement they were
getting from those around them and the promptings of the Holy Spirit
welling up from deep within themselves. With the responsibilities Jesus
had entrusted to them still fresh in their minds, more than likely they
would have formulated among themselves a plan of action which they
implemented in the way in which Luke described it in today’s first
reading.

Finally, | believe the last verse of today’s gospel-reading merits some
comment. Having breathed the Spirit onto the disciples, Jesus reached
out to them with a greeting of peace. Effectively, he was telling them
not to be afraid of recriminations and that there was no need to cling to
their shame for having failed to support him. In his public ministry, in
curing people who had been excluded from their village or community,
Jesus repeatedly told them that their sins were forgiven. So having
penetrated the walls and the doors of the room in which the disciples
had locked themselves away out of fear and shame, Jesus restored
peace to their minds and hearts and proceeded to entrust them to
forgive others in the same way as he had freed others from their
burdens of guilt and shame. | am convinced he was not referring to the
institutional church that would eventually evolve from that initial
community of his close disciples. We know that Jesus urged all who
would follow him to reach out in forgiveness to their enemies. Therein
lies the message for us. It is the message embedded in the last verst
of today’s gospel-reading from John. If we fail to forgive people who
hurt us, the only alternative left to us is to retain or hold on to the hurt
and take on the role of victim. The hurt festers and poisons us, blunting
our effectiveness as disciples. Lewis Smedes (1921-2002), a
theologian in the Calvinist tradition wrote a book entitled Forgive and
Forget: Healing the Hurts We Don’t Deserve (Harper Collins, NY). In it
he observed: “When you forgive, you set a prisoner free. And then you
discover that the prisoner was you.” A distinguishing characteristic of a
genuine disciple of Jesus is a readiness to forgive. Listening to God'’s
Spirit is an essential step in learning to forgive, in growing into true
freedom, in ridding ourselves of the fear and shame that so easily
paralyse us.

Julian McDonald cfc.AO



PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS
The sacrament of penance
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Congratulations to
+ Giuseppe Tarantolo eg‘z

Parents will be invited to register their children
& for Reconciliation from Friday 16 - 30 June
\l using the GOOGLE FORM.

Itis compulsory to attend one of the two Parents

who was baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week Information Evenings to be held:
7.30pm Monday 17th July at St Michael’s Church or
We pray that their faith may be an important and Our Lady of Lourdes Church, OR 7:30pm Tuesday
integral part of his life. 18th July at St Michael’s Church. The Workbooks will
be available on the night. Please do not do the whole
Our Week book at once!
Monday 29 May Each of these four weeks will have a PDF PARENT

Memorial - The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church GUIDANCE NOTES each week for you as parents to use
with your children, as you go through each session.
Wednesday 31 May

Feast - The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary The actual celebrations of the Sacrament of
Confirmation are planned for during the week
Thursday 1 June of 21 - 25 August. Times to be advised.

Memorial - St Justin
Key dates: Registration week online
Saturday 3 June 16 - 30 June. Registration link will be ready

Memorial - Saints Charles Lwanga & Companions on Friday 16 June.

Vi V; V] P ,,w c Father Chric Rileys
Anointing of the seriously sick by TR # youth
Will take place on Friday 2 June .
during the 9.15am Mass at St Michael’s Wa I k| ng TOQ ether
and the 9.30am Mass at Our Lady of Youth POWR Meets the Uluru Statement

In view of the upcoming referendum on the
Voice to Parliament, Youth POWR and the
Challenging Racism Project at WSU are
hosting a free interactive workshop led by
Youth Off the Streets to foster purpose and
understanding among non-indigenous youth
so they can confidently walk the path of
reconciliation with First Nations people.

First Friday Morning Tea!

There will be a cup of tea in the Downey Room
after morning Mass on Friday 2 June

A" are Welcome! The Uluru Statement from the Heart will
be the framework. Together, let us create
meaningful and appropriate action for

reconciliation and gain a deeper sense
of who we are as a nation.

have a great Friday

Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast features
life & faith stories of people from our diocesan ULURU
T

THE il
Your Facilitatol
For young adults aged 18-35. STATEMEN i cen -

SOUL family. Listen now for FREE via our website or on Please join us:
y &0 10) ) ] Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/ Sunelay 28 [y | T2

Vegetarian food served at midday.
Come! Eat! Meet! Participate!

I Peter Shergold Building, WSU Jacqui Park:
wey. sw w w Level 9,169 Macquarie St, Holocaust s
N

Parramatta 2150

4 Id v Register your attendance FREE at Humanitix:
events.humanitix.com/youthpowr-meets-ulury

- Mawy MacKillop | cara

This project is ar

Q SouL FOoD PODCAST - PASTORAL FORMATION

4P COLUMBAN CENTRE FOR
/5| CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RE!

]
e
2

Cantrs for Relation:
tis supported by he NSW Government with a Stronger T

Our Lady of Lourdes Community—Ministry Roster
Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 Eucharistic Ministers
27 May 6pm John Vassett Peter Steele Maureen Steele Nicole Whittaker
Pentecost Vigil
28 May 9.30 am Anthony Pope Michael Guillema Marietta Guillema Janina Starkey
Pentecost Madeline Leslie
3 Jun 6pm Roland Barros Jane Wilks Lourdes Subijano Grace Yee
Trinity Vigil
4 June 9.30am lan Starkey Janina Starkey Chris Luther Marlene Murrow
Trinity Madeleine Menasse



https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/

Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Father Wim Hoekstra
Father Jessie Balorio
Deacon Roque Dias
Kimberley Almeida

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest
Assistant Deacons
Youth Ministry

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm
Secretary Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY
1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass Times LECTORS THIS WEEK LECTORS NEXT WEEK Ju Onr
28 MAY 2023 04 JUNE 2023 6(?}’@
gagcgrday N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, C. Ryan ,\R/I %?;per, R. Robb, M. Boldt,
-0 pm - Doouza In your mercy, please remember those for
Sunda whom prayers have been asked
Y M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, A. Sullivan D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, V. Vella
8.00 am
Recently deceased:
Sunday S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, B. Fabri, ) . . .
10.00am | M. Rutkin S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique Chrlstopher Coutinho, .Teres'a Pattinson,
Michael Sheppard, David Smith
Sunday . )
A. Goonan, A. Hay, |. Lazer S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, D. Guia . . . ..
6.00 pm y & Anniversaries: Lucy Kocsis, Patricia
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS Farrell, Lily Attard, Rosamma and
Times 28 MAY 2023 04 JUNE 2023 Devassy Pallippatt, Stella D’Costa, James
. ) . , Wong Kee, Trevor Wong Kee, Sam
Saturday G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, L. Domanillo, K. McElduff, D. Rodrigues, L. Karam, .
530pm |R. Gosper E. Riches Zahra, Pat Zahra, Andy Palumbo, Nigel
Bertus, Julian Pinto and Margaret Vella.
Sunday C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton,
8.00 am M. Cameron, B. Smith S. Espiritu, C. Harding .
Sick:
?_gnggy D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis, C. Vella | J. Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis Fr Tony Biddle, Judith Chie, Tren_t Styles,
-00am Joey & Noah, Baby Carter McGhie,
Sunday Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Cathy Vella,
6.00 pm N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta P. Finnerty, E. Lee, R. Borg Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, Jamal Kairouz,
Ocean Dumlao, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 28.05.23 WEEK BEGINNING 04.06.23 Debra Price, Mary Burns, Marie Bolton,
Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson,
COUNTERs | Counters 28.05.23 : Counters 04.06.23 : Gizzella Gherm, Frank Jacobs, Hazel
Team 3 : R. McGuiness Team 4 : J. Gorman K . R
Clasquin, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun,
FLOWER Saturday 03.06.23 : Saturday 10.06.23 : Florgina Henry, Joseph MacDermid,
MINISTRY M. Mifsud, R. O’'Donnell D. Maglalang, N. Fernando Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,
Richard Miranda, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh
PROJECTOR Weekend 03rd/04th June 2023 - Masses: Sat 5:30pm: A.D’Souza QsM
Sun_8am: J. Mariadassou 10am: M. Almeida 6pm: Y/T Menezes
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