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Sunday 9.30am  
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HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS      PARADISE 
20 May 2020  

In today’s Gospel passage (cf. Jn 14:1-12), we hear the beginning of Jesus’ so-called 
“Farewell discourse”. They are the words he addresses to the disciples at the end of 
the Last Supper, just before facing the Passion. In such a dramatic moment Jesus began 
by saying, “Do not let your hearts be troubled” (v. 1). He says it to us too, in life’s 
troubles. But how can we ensure that our hearts are not troubled? Because the heart 
does become troubled.  

The Lord indicates two remedies for being troubled. The first is: “Believe in me” (v. 1). 
It would seem to be rather theoretical, abstract advice. Instead, Jesus wants to tell us 
something precise. He knows that, in life, the worst anxiety, anguish, arises from the 
sensation of not being able to cope, of feeling alone and without points of reference 
when faced with events. We cannot overcome this anguish alone, when one difficulty 
is added to another. We need Jesus’ help, and this is why Jesus asks us to have faith in 
him, that is, to lean not on ourselves but on him. Because liberation from being 
troubled depends upon entrusting ourselves. Entrusting ourselves to Jesus, taking the 
“leap”. And this is liberation from feeling troubled. Jesus is risen and lives precisely to 
be always by our side. We can thus say to him, “Jesus, I believe that you rose again and 
are beside me. I believe that you listen to me. I bring to you what upsets me, my 
troubles; I have faith in you and I entrust myself to you”.  

There is then a second remedy for being troubled, which Jesus expresses with these 
words: “My Father’s house has many rooms... I am going there to prepare a place for 
you” (v. 2). This is what Jesus did for us: he reserved a place in Heaven for us. He took 
our humanity upon himself to carry it beyond death, to a new place, to Heaven, so that 
we might also be where he is. It is the certainty that comforts us: there is a place 
reserved for each of us.  

There is a place for me too. Each of us can say: there is a place for me. We do not live 
aimlessly and without destination. We are awaited. We are precious. God is in love 
with us, we are his children. And he has prepared for us the most worthy and beautiful 
place: Paradise. Let us not forget this: the dwelling place that awaits us is Paradise. We 
are in transit here. We are made for Heaven, for eternal life, to live forever. Forever: it 
is something we cannot even imagine now. But it is even more beautiful to think that 
this forever will be entirely in joy, in full communion with God and with others, without 
any more tears, without resentment, without division or turmoil.  

 But how can we reach heaven? What is 
the way? Here is Jesus’ decisive phrase. He 
says to us today: “I am the Way” (v. 6). 
Jesus is the way to go up to Heaven: to 
have a living relationship with him, to 
imitate him in love, to follow in his 
footsteps. And I, a Christian, you, a 
Christian, every one of us Christians, can 
ask ourselves: “Which way do I follow?”. 

There are ways that do not lead to Heaven: the ways of worldliness, the ways of self-
affirmation, the ways of selfish power. And there is Jesus’ way, the way of humble 
love, of prayer, of meekness, of trust, of service to others. It is not the way of my self-
centredness. It is the way of Jesus, who is the protagonist of my life. It is to go forth 
every day, asking him: “Jesus, what do you think of the choice I made? What would 
you do in this situation, with these people?”. It will do us good to ask Jesus, who is the 
way, for the directions to reach Heaven. May Our Lady, Queen of Heaven, help us to 
follow Jesus, who opened Heaven for us.  
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Entrance Antiphon:   
O sing a new song to the Lord,  
for he has worked wonders; 
in the sight of the nations  
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia. 

First Reading   Acts 6:1-7 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and 
wisdom. 

About this time, when the number of disciples was 
increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against the 
Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own widows 
were being overlooked. So the Twelve called a full 
meeting of the disciples and addressed them, ‘It would 
not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to 
give out food; you, brothers, must select from among 
yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled with 
the Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand over this duty 
to them, and continue to devote ourselves to prayer 
and to the service of the word.’ The whole assembly 
approved of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, 
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of 
Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these to 
the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number 
of disciples in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a 
large group of priests made their submission to the 
faith. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Response:   Lord, let your mercy be on us, 
   as we place our trust in you. 
1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;  
 for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
 Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 
 with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. (R.) 

2. For the word of the Lord is faithful  
 and all his works to be trusted. 
 The Lord loves justice and right 
 and fills the earth with his love. (R.) 

3. The Lord looks on those who revere him,  
 on those who hope in his love, 
 to rescue their souls from death, 
 to keep them alive in famine. (R.) 
Second Reading   1 Pt 2: 4-9 

A reading from the first letter of St Peter 

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood. 

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but 
chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves 
close to him so that you too, the holy priesthood that 
offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has 
made acceptable to God, may be living stones making a 
spiritual house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion 
a precious cornerstone that I have chosen and the man 

who rests his trust on it will not be disappointed. That 
means that for you who are believers, it is precious; but 
for unbelievers, the stone rejected by the builders has 
proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a 
rock to bring men down. They stumble over it because 
they do not believe in the word; it was the fate in store 
for them. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the 
praises of God who called you out of the darkness into 
his wonderful light. 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; 
no one comes to the Father, except through me. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Jn 14:1-12 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s house; 
if there were not, I should have told you. 
I am now going to prepare a place for you, 
and after I have gone and prepared you a place, 
I shall return to take you with me; 
so that where I am 
you may be too. 
You know the way to the place where I am going.’ 
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said: 
‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
No one can come to the Father except through me. 
If you know me, you know my Father too. 
From this moment you know him and have seen him.’ 
Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we 
shall be satisfied.’ ‘Have I been with you all this time, 
Philip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not know me? 
‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, 
so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? 
Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: 
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work. 
You must believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other 
reason. 
‘I tell you most solemnly, 
whoever believes in me 
will perform the same works as I do myself, 
he will perform even greater works, 
because I am going to the Father.’ 

Communion Antiphon 
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the 
Lord.  Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears 
fruit in plenty, alleluia. 



REFLECTION FOR FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

 
“The Twelve assembled the community of the disciples: ‘It is not right for us to neglect 
the word of God in order to wait on tables.’”                         Acts 6: 1-7 

 

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father but through me…the 
one who has faith in me will do the works I do, and far greater than these. Why? Because 
I go to the Father…”                                John 14: 1-12 

 
The gospel-reading for this sixth Sunday of Easter is 
taken from John’s account of Jesus’ farewell 
discourse to his close disciples on the last night of his 
life. John dedicated five chapters of his Gospel to this 
lengthy exhortation from Jesus and, in doing so, 
identified two predominant themes on which Jesus 
elaborated: encouragement for the task ahead and 
consolation for the feelings of loss which his 
followers would inevitably experience. Jesus 
encouraged them to be faithful to everything he had 
invested himself in teaching them and to remember 
that the trauma they would soon experience would be 
replaced by peace of mind and heart and satisfaction 
with the ministry of service they would undertake. 

In making one of his familiar “I am” statements, Jesus 
declared: ”I am the way and the truth and the life.” 

This was not an expression of elitism, but rather an 
invitation to his disciples to recall that their experience with him amounted to one of immersion into 
God, which left them knowing that they were living with integrity (truth) and appreciating that what 
they were about was authentic and life-fulfilling (life). It is not coincidental that, as they subsequently 
settled into living lives of preaching and service, they described themselves as being “followers of 
the Way” (Acts: 19: 9; 19: 23; 24: 14). In describing literally and figuratively the way in which they 
lived their lives, the early Christians used the Greek word hodos (the way).  

In this context, it’s important to note that Jesus said to his close friends: “I am the way.” He did not 
say; “I am the solution” or “I am the answer”. Encountering Jesus “the Way” means engaging with 
him in all the ups and downs that belong to our journey through life. No life journey is ever free of 
risk, uncertainty, doubt, challenge or ambiguity. If Jesus were the answer, we would have the comfort 
and assurance of knowing that we had at hand the solution to every upset or problem that menaced 
us. There’s a marked distinction between travelling the way of life and cruising along as an observer 
of life. The word “travel” is closely related to the word “travail” which came into English from 
French in the 13th century. The original meaning of “travel” had overtones of being involved in the 
toil or ordeal of a difficult journey. That’s very different from being on a tour, knowing that one has 
the assurance of returning to the comfort of home. Travelling the road of life is tough for most of us.     

As I have noted previously, Thomas was somewhat mystified by the poetic, flowery language in 
which Jesus was explaining himself.  Diplomatically, he interjected with: “Lord, we don’t know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?” (John 14:5) That elicited from Jesus the response: 
“I am the way and the truth and the life”, a response that may well have been equally puzzling to 
Thomas. Perhaps it puzzles us too. Is the answer for us to be found in getting close enough to Jesus 
to immerse ourselves in him rather than in observing him from a distance. We can approach Jesus as 
a mystery to be solved by intellectually engaging with what the Gospels reveal about him. But isn’t 
the challenge of being a disciple of his about actually experiencing him by engaging in the life he 
offers, by committing ourselves to closeness to him? After all, he lived his human life by pursuing 
his journey into God. He lived his way into intimacy with God, and came to appreciate the 



relationship into which he lived, so that eventually he could say to his friends: “If you really knew 
me, you would know my Father also…Whoever has seen me has seen the Father…Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I speak are not spoken of myself; it is the 
Father who lives in me accomplishing his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me, or else, believe because of the works I do.” (John 14: 7-11) Philip was puzzled by the 
assertions and explanations that Jesus was uttering. So, if we are challenged by them, we can take 
comfort from knowing that we are not alone. 

Let’s not forget that the journey into God was no cake-walk for Jesus either. His efforts to describe 
to the educated, religious leaders of his day his journey to his growth into God were dismissed as 
out-of-hand. And he didn’t get everything right as he went about his ministry. He was called into line 
by the Syrophoenician woman pestering him to cure her sick daughter. He dismissed her as an 
unwelcome foreigner barging her way into treatment that belonged only to people of his own race 
and religion. He even labelled her as a dog. Her retort jolted him into seeing that his mission was to 
people of every race and religion. Experiences like that were part of his life-long formation. If we 
know Jesus as “the way”, we, like him, have to be open to learning from the challenges and “wake-
up calls that come from people we encounter, even strangers and people of other faiths and of none.  
Experiences like that simply confirm that living into Jesus, “the way and the truth and the life”, will 
be accompanied by toil and challenge and ordeal. 

Paralleling the experience of growing into God that Jesus had is our experience of accepting the 
challenge of growing into Jesus. We’ve previously stopped to reflect on the challenge put to us all 
by Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians: “Test yourselves to see whether you are living in faith; 
examine yourselves. Do you acknowledge that Jesus Christ is really in you? If not, you have failed 
the test.” (2 Corinthians 13: 5) That’s a belief to which we can notionally subscribe, yet one of which 
we are not constantly conscious. Yet, we also know that Jesus is as alive and active in our world as 
we, who attest to believe in him, actually make him. He lives and acts through us. We now have the 
delegated responsibility of making him present to our world. 

Today’s first reading from Acts also calls for 
some comment. Many of us have memories of 
triumphalism alive and well in our Church. We 
were trained to believe that we had “the one, 
true Faith” and that Christians of other 
Denominations and people of other Faiths were 
in the dark. Revelations of abuse in our ranks, 
calls for inter-faith dialogue and challenges 
from recent Popes have fortunately knocked the 
triumphalism out of us. Reminders that Jesus 
has called us to service have begun to be heard. 
So, it comes as a bit of a shock to learn in 
today’s reading from Acts that the Apostles 
were having second thoughts about 
servanthood as a priority in their ministry. They 

didn’t even try to argue that preaching and 
proclaiming the word of God was a form of service. They simply make a common-sense decision to 
call others in the community to take on the responsibility of serving. The Apostles’ delegation of 
responsibilities made good, practical sense and demonstrated that walking in the footsteps of Jesus 
was not as simple as it might appear. As an aside, we would do well to stop and remind ourselves 
that, if we insisted on following Jesus’ actions to the letter, we would all have been crucified by now. 
This takes me back to one of Jesus’ assertions in today’s gospel-reading: “I assure you that anyone 
who has faith in me will do the works I do, and far greater than these.” (John 14: 12) Might he have 
been acknowledging that there is a great variety of personalities among those who follow him, and 
an abundance of people blessed with a wide range of gifts and talents?  Current Church leaders would 
do well to involve them in ministry and service. They might even breathe fresh life and hope into the 
rest of us, if only we were to give them opportunity.   

 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 
the relatives and friends of our 
Parish Communities for whom 
prayers have been requested: 
 

Anniversaries: Bill Williamson, Maria Felicia 
Degirolamo, Ulric Noonan, Mary Noonan, Celso Missio 
and Lucy Miante 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Eileen McMullen, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel Uvero 
(Lourdes Subijano’s brother),Melba Oki, David Wadick, 
Peter Dawson, Harry Williams, Peter Campbell, Philippa 
Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara, 
Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, Evan Garcia, 
Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew 
Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani, 
Edward Beani, Richard Meagher and all who are ill or 
struggling as a result of the Coronavirus throughout the 
world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.  Adoration 
commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant we have 
low gluten (negligible) hosts to 
enable you to receive the Body of 
Christ in Communion. 
Please speak to Father or the Acolyte 
before Mass. Please go to the priest 
celebrating Mass to receive 
Communion.  

 

The following links will take you to the live-streaming 
of Holy Week Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes: 

6th May 2023, "The Fifth Sunday Of Easter" 
... https://youtube.com/live/hxQsfKvBXeM 

13th May 2023, "The Sixth Sunday Of Easter" 
... https://youtube.com/live/yM_OPfXr4gc 

20th May 2023, "The Ascension Of The Lord" 
... https://youtube.com/live/R5XS-buE9jw 

27th May 2023, "Pentecost Sunday" 
... https://youtube.com/live/xFa_9LmV3aM 

The 6.00pm Vigil Mass is available for viewing, via 
these links,  from 6.00pm each Saturday evening for 
those who are unable to join us for our weekly Sunday 
celebration. 

FEAST OF OUR LADY HELP OF 
CHRISTIANS 
Patron Saint of Australia and The Catholic 
Women’s League 

Date: Wednesday, 24th May, 2023 

Mass at 9.30am at OLOL Church, followed by 
morning tea hosted by CWL. 
Please join us if you can. 
Enquiries or if you need transport:  Lyn 0412 689 261 

 PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We appreciate your support, especially those who do 
not yet feel comfortable returning to Church.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection – for support of priests 

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection 
– for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb
aulkhamhills 

Parish of Baulkham Hills Youth News….  
Senior Youth Group for students in Years 9-12 or 
equivalent will be starting again next Friday 12th May  
Time: 6:45-8:30pm.  
Venue:  The Downey room at St Michaels 

Kimberley Almeida  
Youth Minister   

Children’s Rosary Movement  
A group of children and their parents 
meet each Monday at 3.30pm in Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church to continue the 
practice of praying the Rosary. As the 
children and their parents gather, they 

focus on the intentions of their families and the wider 
Parish community praying this beautiful prayer for the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, at Our Lady of 
Lourdes.  
Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving to Our Lady can be 
placed in in the Petition Box that is located at the back of 
the church and the children will pray for these intentions 
each time they meet. Anitamolina@hotmail.com   

https://youtube.com/live/hxQsfKvBXeM
https://youtube.com/live/yM_OPfXr4gc
https://youtube.com/live/R5XS-buE9jw
https://youtube.com/live/xFa_9LmV3aM
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


PARISH NOTES - FRIDAY May 5 

Dear Parishioners, 

CONFIRMATION 

Next week on Monday and Friday evening at St Michael’s and 
Wednesday and Thursday evening at Our Lady of Lourdes, 145 
children from our parish will receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation during Mass. Please pray for them and their 
families. 

The Masses all start at 7pm and you are welcome to attend 
these Masses. 

DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS 

Recently Bishop Vincent has announced and convoked the first 
Diocesan Synod for Parramatta from 10 – 15 October 2023. 
Although it coincides with the Synod of Bishops in Rome, the 
Diocesan Synod is rather an outcome of the recent Australian 
Plenary Council which encourages that each diocese in 
Australia is to conduct “within five years following the closing 
session of the Plenary Council a Diocesan Synod and every ten 
years thereafter.” (Decree 5b).  

With the Diocesan Synod, Bishop Vincent also invites all the 
faithful in the Diocese of Parramatta to contribute to the 
development of a new Diocesan Pastoral Plan by means of 
listening and consultation forums.  

According to the Canon Law, a diocesan synod is the most 
solemn assembly of a local church. Its purpose is to assist the 
ordinary bishop in the exercise of his office for the benefit of 
the entire diocese. A diocesan synod allows everyone in a 
diocese – priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful – to 
participate in discerning the Lord’s guidance for a diocese. 
Hence, the Diocesan Synod will deal with practical pastoral 
issues relevant for the spiritual and missionary renewal of the 
entire Diocese of Parramatta. However, a Diocesan Synod 
does not have the authority to change the teaching of the 
universal Church.  

Hence, I would like to encourage you to participate in the 
listening and consultative process because the outcomes of 
the new Diocesan Pastoral initiatives will have a direct impact 
on our Parish community’s life and mission, which we have 
been discussing over the last year. 

Our parish is part of the Northern Deanery of the Diocese, 

and so I encourage you to attend the Northern Deanery 

Listening and Consultation Night which will be held next 

Saturday evening, May 13 from 6.30pm to 9.30pm. 

You will need to register at 

www.parracatholic.org/synod2023.  

Following this consultation, our parish will organise some 
listening and consultation opportunities. If anyone would like 
to assist in planning this consultation, please contact FR Wim. 

Opportunities for different types of involvement, including 
individual or group submissions, can be accessed via the link 
https://parracatholic.org/synod_getinvolved/ 

On Pentecost Sunday, 28 May, Bishop Vincent will celebrate 

a Convocation Mass for the Diocesan Synod - at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral at 11am. We are sending two representatives to 

the Mass.  

 

 

MASS LINK FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for Fifth Sunday – 

Year A and available on YOUTUBE after that 
https://youtube.com/live/hxQsfKvBXeM. Please copy the link 
into browser if it does not immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our 
Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the 
link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of 
Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian 
for your help with this every week. 

INVITATION TO REGISTER FOR CPR TRAINING – a Diocesan 

Initiative 

You are invited to register for an accredited CPR Course being 
offered by Surf Life Saving NSW as part of a project being 
offered by The University of Sydney, Westmead Applied 
Research Centre. 

The course runs for 2.5 hours and will be presented at two 
locations across the Diocese. 

1. St Thomas Aquinas Springwood on Saturday 13th 
May beginning at 10am, or 

2. Bishop Bede Heather Centre Blacktown on Monday 
5th June at 4pm. 

Please contact the Parish Office for information on how to 
register for the venue of your choice. 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION 

We continue Pope Francis’ his cycle of catechesis on The 
passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal of the believer, 
focusing on the theme “Witnesses: monasticism and the 
strength of intercession. Gregory of Narek” 

A summary of his catechesis is provided here, and the full 
text is attached to these notices. 

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing catechesis on 
apostolic zeal, we now turn to the example of the saints of 
every age, beginning with those who embraced the 
monastic life. Their witness of following Christ in poverty, 
chastity and obedience was combined with unceasing 
intercessory prayer for the spread of the Gospel and the 
growth of the Church. Today we consider Saint Gregory of 
Narek, a medieval Armenian monk and Doctor of the 
Church, whose writings embody the profound Christian 
tradition of the Armenian people, the first to embrace the 
Gospel. In the hiddenness of his monastery, Gregory sensed 
a profound solidarity with the whole Church and her mission 
of preaching the Good News of Jesus Christ to all nations 
and peoples. Identifying with sinful humanity, he devoted 
his entire existence to interceding for sinners, the poor and 
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example of Saint Gregory of Narek reminds us of our 
responsibility to cooperate, by our own intercessory prayer, 
in the ���Z�µ�Œ���Z�[�•���u�]�•�•�]�}�v���}�(���‰�Œ�}���o���]�u�]�v�P���š�Z�����'�}�•�‰���o���u���•�•���P����
of reconciliation, redemption and peace for the entire 
human family. 

THE DECEASED 

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 

Recently deceased: Mark Johnston, Cecilia Moussa, Elvira 
Sotelo, Rosa Catanzariti, Ino Parisotto 

Anniversaries: Barbara Oakes, Patrick Mascarenhas, Anthony 
Basha, Stephen Abagi, Zenaida Capitulo   
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Sacrament of Confirmation 
This week the children of our Parish 
communities will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Confirmation The 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit will be 

conferred on the children at St Michael’s Church on 
Monday & Friday and at Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
on Wednesday and Thursday at 7.00pm.You are most 
welcome to join us. 
Please keep these children and their families in your 
prayers at they prepare to receive this Sacrament. 
Piety Stall:  The Piety Stall has a number of small gifts 
and cards available for Confirmation. 

 Children’s Liturgy - We need your help!!! 

 It has been some time since we 
have offered our Children’s Liturgy 
Program at Our Lady of Lourdes.  
 This Liturgy is for children of school 
age and is held during 9.30am Mass 
each Sunday, during school terms. 

The children listen to the Word of God at their own level 
and participate in different discussion/activities focusing 
on the message of the Gospel.  

 With your help, we hope to re-commence our Children’s 
Liturgy program very soon. 

 Contact: janina.starkey@gmail.com 

 New to our Parish Community/Planned Giving? 
 If you are new to the Parish/School community there are 
New Parishioner Registration Forms available at the back 
of the church.  Please complete this form and return it to 
the church or the Parish office.  
 All funds contributed through our Planned Giving 
Program remain in the Parish and are used for the 
ongoing costs of running the Parish including Pastoral 
needs, church supplies and the maintenance of the 
buildings and grounds of Our Lady of Lourdes Church. 
 We really appreciate any support you are able to give. 

Free Event: Faith in Marriage Seminar  
- 19 May 

The Diocese of 
Parramatta’s 
annual !"#$%&#'&
("))#"*+&,+-#'")  is 
back with guest speaker 
Chris Padgett!  Join us to 
learn more about the 
tools and faith filled ways 

to build better relationships and happy marriages.  
Date:  Friday, 19th May  
Time: 7.30pm  
Venue:  St Paul the Apostle Church,  
  40 Buckley's Road, Winston Hills (plenty  
  of parking available onsite).   
Please register your attendance at:  
marriage@parracatholic.org 

Diocesan of Parramatta Synod 

Bishop Vincent has convoked the 
first Synod of the Diocese of 
Parramatta, 12 –15 October. All 
are invited to participate in local 
consultations and action in the 
lead up to the Synod. For more 
information, visit: 

https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/  

Deanery Consultations 

Deanery Consultations are about to commence 
throughout the Diocese of Parramatta. 
Get involved in your local Deanery Listening 
Consultation!  
Bishop Vincent will be visiting all deaneries to listen 
to the voices of our local communities, and all are 
welcome to attend: 
Registration is open now for our Northern Deanery 
Listening Consultation at 
https://parracatholic.org/synod2023/  

�x Venue: St John 23rd Catholic College,  
�x  Stanhope Gardens. 
�x Date: Saturday, 13 May 
�x Time: 6.30pm to 9.30pm 

!
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Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

  

 

Diocesan Synod 2023 – The Time is Now!  
Join the Diocese of Parramatta as we listen and 
respond to the Holy Spirit through the People of God 
in Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains. Let us 
go forwards towards the horizon that awaits us. 
Learn more at parracatholic.org/synod2023  

MET FaithLIFE Scripture Course:  
Continuing 9 May    

Want to learn more about different ways to pray? 
Sign up for the FaithLIFE 3-night short course on 
“Prayer” with Br Barry Donaghue, brought to you by 
the Mission Enhancement Team (MET). 6:30PM to 
8:30PM on three Tuesday: 2 + 9 + 16 May. 
Downstairs at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 
Marion Street, Blacktown. RSVP 
via https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/  

Soul Food Podcast – Pastoral Formation  
Do you find life & faith inspiration by listening to the 
experiences of others?  
Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast features life 
& faith stories of people from our diocesan family. 
Listen now for FREE via our website or on 
Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/  

Invitation to Register for CPR Training:  
13 May and 5 June  

You are invited to register for an accredited CPR 
Course being offered by Surf Life Saving NSW. This is 
being offered as FREE course to the Parishes of the 
Diocese as part of a project being offered by The 
University of Sydney, Westmead Applied Research 
Centre. The course runs for 2.5 hours and will be 
presented at two locations across the Diocese: 

�x St Thomas Aquinas Parish, Springwood on 
Saturday 13 May from 10am or 

�x Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown, on 
Monday 5 June from 4pm.  

Please contact the Parish Office for information on 
how to register for the venue of your choice.  

Faith in Marriage Seminar: 19 May  
The annual Diocesan Faith in Marriage Seminar 
returns in 2023 with Chris Padgett, American 
Speaker, Musician, Author and Professor of 
Theology. This free event will be held on Friday 19 
May at 7:30pm at St Paul the Apostle Church, 40 
Buckleys Road, Winston Hills. Please register your 
attendance at marriage@parracatholic.org  

 
Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023  
Getting married in 2023?  
Let the Diocese of Parramatta help you prepare. Visit 
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend 
course dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An 
online preparation called SmartLoving can also be 
booked via the website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0403 305 
431 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

Diocese of Parramatta Tribunal available for in-
person, virtual appointments   
The Tribunal of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of 
Parramatta is open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
for enquiries regarding marriage annulments. 
Interviews are being conducted in person with Zoom 
and telephone interviews available for those unable 
to attend the office. Please contact the Tribunal 
office on (02) 8838 3480 or 
email tribunal@parracatholic.org.  

CCD St Matthew’s Gospel Series Continuing 
throughout May  

CCD is hosting Dr Laurie Woods presenting . &,$/01&
23&,$&�D���š�š�Z���Á�[�•&4256+7&2' &!)#0"15&0/)#'* &("1 &- 
May 5, 12, 19 & 26. 10 am to 2.00pm at Bishop Bede 
Heather Centre,  1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown.  
To book please email Maree Collis 
ccd.training@parrcatholic.org  

MET Natural Fertility Seminar – Couples Hoping 
to Conceive: 20 May  

Hear about Restorative Reproductive Medicine and 
natural methods of achieving pregnancy. This topic is 
of particular interest to couples that are trying to 
conceive a child where they may have infertility 
issues and are seeking medical intervention to help 
them. Hear from trained professionals about a 
women’s health science, the Creighton Model which 
is used in conjunction with NaProTechnology 
(www.fccau.org). This free event will be held on 
Saturday 20 May from 1pm at the Bishop Bede 
Heather Centre, Blacktown. For more information 
and to register, contact 0400 427 605. 
catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org  

Diocese of Parramatta  

Positions Vacant:  
�x Communications and Digital Manager – 

Diocese of Parramatta 
�x Communications Assistant – Diocese of 

Parramatta 
�x Lead Support – Diocesan Synod - please 

email your details 
to parracatholicjobs@parracatholic.org 

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment 
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Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 
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Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
3&4$5 ./ ( &, ' 6$�³7' +8' -/ $9.�¶$: ( -./ 6$; ' < =' .16� $́7' +6( >)$?@.8' 2$AA$: =@.0$
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the ! "#$
%&$'() $)* "'( $*+ ,$'() $!" #$%&$'() $-%%"$by launching a Diocesan �³Laudato Si�¶ Action Campaign�.́ 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si�¶ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God�¶s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year�¶s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si�¶ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican�¶s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si�¶ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope�¶s call and to develop their own Laudato Si�¶ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si�¶ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish�¶s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 

http://parracatholic.org/synod2023
https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/
https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/
mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:tribunal@parracatholic.org
mailto:ccd.training@parrcatholic.org
http://www.fccau.org/
mailto:catherine.bourne@parracatholic.org
mailto:parracatholicjobs@parracatholic.org
http://parracatholic.org/employment
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�Q����acclaimed international, Australian and local presenters!!�Q����engaging sessions
�Q����live band with the latest songs for catechesis  �Q����informative Q & A panels

�Q����concert  �Q����music events  �Q����showcasing new and emerging artists
�Q����digital tech and resources expo  �Q����networking for mission and ministry

www.liturgyritualprayer.com
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Limited places.
Register today!



John Burland is an internationally acclaimed Catholic musician, 

composer, educator and speaker. His music inspires and unites 

generations as it joyfully teaches, celebrates and proclaims the 

message of Jesus Christ. A number of JohnÕs songs from his 

recent collections will be showcased at the conference.

www.johnburland.net

B*!C#$$!D.":#(!PhD GAICD
Assistant Director Catholic Education  
South Australia

System leader in mission and 
identity, innovative thinker, 
strategy developer in formation, 
mission, Religious Education  
and culture.
ÒI fell in love with theology, where my own experience met an understanding that could hold the challenges and the questions that life had offered up to me so far. And I think I followed where it ledÓ.

Sister Susan Daily IBVM OAM

Susan has always been 

passionate about drawing and 

has a keen interest in religious 

symbolism. Susan is a Loreto 

Sister who has focussed her 

ministry on the graphic and 

visual arts, fashion design and silk painting. 
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Ian is one of IrelandÕs leading 
composers of liturgical music.  
He is an accomplished composer, 
arranger and workshop leader. 
IanÕs own works are undoubtedly 
inspired by IrelandÕs great musician tradition. His music can be heard sung in the many varied languages throughout Europe.

www.iancallanan.com
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���0�U�Z�W�P�Y�L���� 
International Freelance Presenter

Inspiring speaker, teacher, 
catechist, author from the  
United Kingdom, with the 
remarkable gift of bringing the 
Gospel to life.

ÒYou really do have a wonderful gift 

of bringing the Gospel to life and such 

a creativity in weaving in images to help us along the way in 

understanding the rather tricky thing which is our faith!Ó

Heather Wishloff, 
St Marguerite Catholic School  
Alberta, Canada
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