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Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed - Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  
Fr Chadi Ibrahim SDB 

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 

 
 

HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS   Awe & Great Joy 
16 April 2017 

Today the Church repeats, sings, shouts: “Jesus 
is Risen!”. But why is this? Peter, John, the 
women went to the Sepulchre and it was 
empty. He was not there. They went away with 
their hearts closed in sadness, the sadness of 
defeat: the Teacher, their Teacher, the One 
whom they loved so much had been put to 
death; He is dead. And there is no return from 
death. This is the defeat. This is the path of 
defeat, the path towards the sepulchre. But the 

Angel says to them, “He is not here, He is Risen”. It is the first announcement: “He is 
Risen”.  
And then the confusion, the closed hearts, the apparitions. But the disciples stayed 
locked in the Upper Room the entire day because they were afraid that what happened 
to Jesus would happen to them. The Church does not cease to say before our losses, our 
closed and fearful hearts: “Stop, the Lord is Risen”. But if the Lord is Risen, why is it that 
these things happen? Why is it that there is so much adversity: illness, human trafficking, 
human slavery, war, destruction, mutilation, vengeance, hatred? Where is the Lord 
then?  
Yesterday I phoned a young man with a grave illness, an educated young man, an 
engineer, and while talking to him, to give him a sign of faith, I said: “There are no 
explanations for what is happening to you. Look at Jesus on the Cross. God did this to 
his Son, and there is no other explanation”. And he answered: “Yes, but He asked His 
Son and the Son said ‘yes’. I was not asked if I wanted this”. This moves us. None of us 
is asked: “Are you happy with what is happening in the world? Are you willing to carry 
this cross further?”. And the Cross goes forth and faith in Jesus comes down from it. 
Today, the Church continues to say: “Stop. Jesus is Risen”. And this is not a fantasy. The 
Resurrection of Christ is not a celebration with many flowers. This is beautiful, but this 
is not it. It is something more. It is the mystery of the discarded stone which becomes 
the foundation of our existence. Christ is Risen. This is what it means. 
 In this throwaway culture where what is not needed is just used and disposed of, where 
what is not needed is thrown away, that stone — Jesus the source of life, is discarded. 
And with faith in the Risen Christ, we too, pebbles on this earth of pain, tragedy, acquire 
meaning amid so many calamities. The sense to look beyond, the sense to say: “Look, 
there is no wall; there is a horizon, there is life, there is joy, there is the cross with this 
ambivalence. Look ahead, do not close within yourself. You pebble, acquire meaning in 
life because you are a pebble near that rock, that stone which the evil of sin discarded”. 
What does the Church tell us today before so many tragedies? Simply this: the discarded 
stone is not really discarded. The pebbles which believe and stick to that stone are not 
discarded. They have meaning and it is with this sentiment that the Church repeats from 
the bottom of Her heart: “Christ is Risen”. 
 Let us think for a while, each of us, think about the daily problems, the illnesses we have 
been through or of one that a relative has; let us think about wars, human tragedies and 
with simplicity, with a humble voice, without flowers, alone, before God, before us, let 
us say, “I do not know how this is, but I am certain that Christ is Risen and I have put a 
wager on it”. Brothers and sisters, this is what I wanted to say to you. Go home today 
repeating in your hearts: “Christ is Risen”. 
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EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION 

Entrance Antiphon:   
I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia. 
You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. 
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge,  
alleluia, alleluia. 

First Reading   Acts 10:34. 37-43 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

We have eaten and drunk with him after his 
resurrection from the dead. 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘You 
must have heard about the recent happenings in 
Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in 
Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism. God 
had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power, 
and because God was with him, Jesus went about 
doing good and curing all who had fallen into the 
power of the devil. Now I, and those with me, can 
witness to everything he did throughout the 
countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and 
also to the fact that they killed him by hanging him on 
a tree, yet three days afterwards God raised him to 
life and allowed him to be seen, not by the whole 
people but only by certain witnesses God had chosen 
beforehand. Now we are those witnesses – we have 
eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from 
the dead – and he has ordered us to proclaim this to 
his people and to tell them that God has appointed 
him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him that 
all the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe 
in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his name.’   

Responsorial Psalm 

Response: This is the day the Lord has made; 
   let us rejoice and be glad. 
1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,  

for his love has no end. 
Let the sons of Israel say: 
‘His love has no end.’ (R.) 

2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;  
his right hand raised me up. 
I shall not die, I shall live 
and recount his deeds. (R.) 

3. The stone which the builders rejected  
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. (R.) 

Second Reading    Col 3:1-4 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 
Look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ 
is. 
Since you have been brought back to true life with 
Christ, you must look for the things that are in 
heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. 
Let your thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the 
things that are on the earth, because you have died, 
and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in 

God. But when Christ is revealed – and he is your life 
– you too will be revealed in all your glory with him. 

Sequence 
The sequence is said or sung on this day. On the 
weekdays of the Octave of Easter, its use is optional. 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice and 
praise. 
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 
and Christ, the undefiled, 
hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 
Death with life contended: combat strangely ended! 
Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign. 
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the way. 
The tomb the Living did enclose; 
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose! 
The angels there attesting; 
shroud with grave-clothes resting. 
Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you into 
Galilee. 
That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know. 
Victorious king, thy mercy show! 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; 
let us feast with joy in the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel   Jn 11:1-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
John 
The teaching of scripture is that he must rise from the 
dead. 
It was very early on the first day of the week and still 
dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She 
saw that the stone had been moved away from the 
tomb and came running to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one Jesus loved. ‘They have taken the 
Lord out of the tomb’ she said ‘and we don’t know 
where they have put him.’ 

So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the 
tomb. They ran together, but the other disciple, 
running faster than Peter, reached the tomb first; he 
bent down and saw the linen cloths lying on the 
ground, but did not go in. Simon Peter who was 
following now came up, went right into the tomb, saw 
the linen cloths on the ground, and also the cloth that 
had been over his head; this was not with the linen 
cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; 
he saw and he believed. Till this moment they had 
failed to understand the teaching of scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 

Communion Antiphon 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia; 
therefore let us keep the feast with the unleavened 
bread of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia. 



REFLECTION FOR EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb. She saw that the stone had been moved away, so she ran 
off to Simon Peter and the other disciple (the one Jesus loved) and told them: “The Lord 
has been taken from the tomb! We don’t know where they have put him!”                          
John 20: 1-9 

My reflection on this Easter Sunday gospel-
reading leaves me utterly convinced that 
those closest to Jesus had not the slightest 
expectation that he would be raised from the 
tomb. He was certainly not, in their view, 
going to be another Lazarus. Their behaviour 
confirms for me that they regarded him as 
fully human as they were  -  a mortal man 
whom they loved dearly but taken away from 
them through a violent death by execution. If 
there is one thing about Jesus that John 
stressed in his Gospel, it is that the God 
whom Jesus loved created the world and 
loved dearly that world and all its inhabitants. 
Moreover, John and the other evangelists 
underlined the humanity of Jesus by the way 
in which they described the countless 
encounters he had with very ordinary people  
-  fishermen, soldiers, people with 
disabilities, tax-collectors, beggars and 
untouchables. Accordingly, the Gospel 
writers present a Jesus who accepts the 
humanity of those around him. So, we see in 

today’s gospel reading that he is not even slightly upset by the fact that Mary Magdalene does not 
recognise him. Rather, he seems to enjoy her surprise. Similarly, he makes no attempt to disassociate 
himself from his disciples despite their bumbling and apparent inability to cotton onto his messages 
to them. He does not stop loving friends and a world that are less than perfect. 

Week after week, when we gather in our parish communities, we proclaim our belief in Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead. We proclaim, too, our belief in Jesus’ promise that resurrection to eternal 
life awaits us. The paradox in that is that, when we gather to celebrate Easter, we are not expected to 
be ready for an examination on our beliefs, on what we proclaim when we recite the Apostles Creed 
or the Nicene Creed every Sunday. Easter is meant to be a celebration of life and hope. So, when the 
risen Jesus appeared in disguise to Mary Magdalene, he did not examine her on the beliefs she held. 
He knew she was grieving his death and was certainly not expecting him to have been raised from 
his grave. Just as we have often done, Mary had gone as early as she was able to visit the tomb of a 
dear, recently-deceased friend. And she was devastated to discover that his tomb looked as though it 
had been raided by body-snatchers or vandals intent on obliterating anything that indicated Jesus had 
actually existed. After all, those who want to blot out all memory of someone who has died engage 
in desecrating that person’s grave or any other evidence that points to that person’s existence. We 
have all witnessed the destruction of statues and commemorative plaques of leaders who have fallen 
from favour. Many, for instance, will remember the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s statue.as an 
attempt to blot out his memory. Mary Magdalen was in a state of intense shock, believing that the 
grave of Jesus had been vandalised and his corpse carried off. The only thing that might reverse the 
shock and hurt that had befallen her, was an equally intense positive experience. The risen Jesus 
provided her with that by greeting her by name. She was blessed with a very real experience of 
resurrection. What she had not even been able to imagine became a reality. By simply calling her by 
name, the risen Jesus filled her emptiness with hope immeasurable. That was Easter for Mary 
Magdalene, and Easter for us occurs when we, too, know we have experienced an encounter with the 



risen Christ. That happens when something overwhelming occurs in our life that demonstrates that 
love really is stronger than death. 

In a homily he delivered in the Presbyterian Church in Portland, Oregon on Easter Sunday 2018, the 
scripture scholar and pastor, Craig Barnes asserted: “No one is ever ready to encounter Easter until 
she or he has spent time in the dark place where hope cannot be seen. Easter is the last thing we are 
expecting. That’s why it terrifies us. It’s not about bunnies, chocolate eggs, springtime or cute new 
dresses. It's about more hope than we can handle.” 

The experience of devastation and darkness is, of course, subjective. What can turn one person’s life 
upside down does not necessarily have the same impact on another’s. Intense feelings of loneliness, 
isolation and rejection are not universal. But most of us experience them at some time or other in 
life. 

Florida has featured in news bulletins across the world in recent days as former-President Trump has 
left his home there to go to New York to face criminal charges. However, a few short years ago a 
Florida High School in a town called Boca Raton was in the news because one of its students was 
courageous enough to stand up against practices of bullying and rejection happening in the 3400 
strong student body. A young man by the name of Denis Estimon took the initiative of starting a 
group which he called “We Dine Together”. He took the risk of telling fellow students of the intense 
feelings of loneliness and rejection he experienced when he arrived at the school as a young refugee 
from Haiti. For a long time, nobody would go near him at lunch time, let alone talk to him. He realised 
that there must have been others who were being excluded. So, now about to begin his final year of 
high school, he convinced a few friends to join him in making an effort to ensure that everyone had 
at least someone else with whom to hang out during lunch-time. Fellow students heard him, and as a 
result, bullying and rejection of others has all but disappeared in Boca Raton High School. An Easter 
experience can be triggered by something as simple as that. What is encouraging is that Denis 
Estimon’s initiative has been adopted by a rapidly increasing number of schools. 

Aulus Cornelius Celsus was a scholarly first-century AD Roman writer, researcher and surgeon. He 
compiled what may have been the world’s first encyclopaedia. Only eight volumes, dedicated mainly 
to medical matters, survive. Extant, however, is a comment he recorded about Jesus. He was puzzled 
by the fact that many people witnessed the execution of Jesus but hardly anyone saw him after he 
was raised from his grave. - “only a crazy woman and a few fanatics!” While there is no empirical 
evidence of the Resurrection of Jesus, today’s first reading from Acts confirms what Celsus asserted, 
without the derogatory comments about Mary Magdalene and the disciples. In Acts, Luke quotes 
from a discourse delivered by St Peter in the house of the centurion Cornelius: “We are witnesses to 
all that Jesus did in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him, finally, hanging him on 
a tree only to have God raise him up on the third day and grant that he be seen, not by all, but only 
by such witnesses as had been chosen beforehand by God  -  by us who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead.” (Acts 10: 39-41) 

Of note, is the fact that the risen Jesus did not appear to Caiaphas or Pilate in “I told you so” triumph. 
Yet, If God had intended the resurrection of Jesus to be a verifiable event, it would not have been 
carried out in pre-dawn darkness without witnesses. We simply don’t know if it was anything like 
the raising of Lazarus. While we believe that it really happened, neither we nor anyone else will ever 
be able to prove or disprove it. Jesus’ victory over death is something that belongs to the Christian 
community. The mission of the Christian community is to practice resurrection by bringing hope and 
healing to the hopeless and the broken. We are missioned to be instruments of resurrection to those 
in dire need. As Christians, we practice resurrection in refugee camps, nursing homes, in soup 
kitchens, wherever there are victims of rejection, injustice, abuse and neglect. The key for doing that 
is to be in relationship with the risen Christ, to draw our strength from him. When He addressed Mary 
Magdalen by name and she responded with the affectionate “Rabboni”, she was transformed from 
being a devasted mourner of the dead Messiah into first witness to the risen Christ. We, too, have a 
responsibility to witness to that same risen Christ.   

 
 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 
the relatives and friends of our 
Parish Communities for whom 
prayers have been requested: 
 

Recently Deceased: Kathleen Goonan,  

Anniversaries: john James Shanahan, John Pope,  

Our sick relatives & friends 
Eileen McMullen, , Julian & Max Epondulan (Premature 
twins) Mabel Yabsley, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel 
Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother),Melba Oki, David 
Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry Williams, Peter Campbell, 
Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo 
Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, Evan 
Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, 
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba 
Beani, Edward Beani, Richard Meagher and all who are ill 
or struggling as a result of the Coronavirus throughout 
the world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.  Adoration 
commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- 
Intolerant we have low gluten 
(negligible) hosts to enable you to 
receive the Body of Christ in 
Communion. 
Please speak to Father or the Acolyte 
before Mass. Please go to the priest 

celebrating Mass to receive Communion.  

The following links will take you to the live-streaming of 
Holy Week Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes: 

8th April 2023, "The Easter Vigil in The Holy Night.'' 
... https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs 

15th April 2023, "The Second Sunday Of Easter" --
- https://youtube.com/live/0RF-XevA_8w 

22nd April 2023, "The Third Sunday Of Easter" --
- https://youtube.com/live/9pHZhlv38eE 

29th April 2023, "The Fourth Sunday Of Easter" 
... https://youtube.com/live/ZiBYPvRtv6E 

 

  

 PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We appreciate your support, especially those who do 
not yet feel comfortable returning to Church.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection – for support of priests 

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection 
– for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb
aulkhamhills 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Invitation: Listening Circles 

 
Time - 2:30 pm 

Date - Saturday 6th May 2023 
Parish Hall - Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills 

Members from both Our Lady of Lourdes and St 
Michael’s Communities are invited to attend a 
session of Listening Circles. Listening Circles 
have been designed for people to listen and talk 
about how they have been impacted by an event 
or incident that has affected people in the 
community.  

On this occasion, we will be talking about the 
decree of dissolution of the Parish of Our Lady 
of Lourdes, South Baulkham Hills in March 2014 
and how this event has impacted the people of 
both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s. 

For some, the decree has had little impact; for 
others, the change has brought distress, 
confusion, for others alienation. Invitation is 
available at the back of the church. 

If you are interested in this session would you 
kindly RSVP using the form provided or email 
Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

TO DATE, WE HAVE HAD NO RESPONSE 

https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs
https://youtube.com/live/0RF-XevA_8w
https://youtube.com/live/9pHZhlv38eE
https://youtube.com/live/ZiBYPvRtv6E
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
mailto:Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Invitation: Listening Circles 

 
Time - 2:30 pm 

Date - Saturday 6th May 2023 
Parish Hall - Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills 
 

Members from both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s Communities are 
invited to attend a session of Listening Circles. Listening Circles have been 
designed for people to listen and talk about how they have been impacted by 
an event or incident that has affected people in the community.  

On this occasion, we will be talking about the decree of dissolution of the Parish 
of Our Lady of Lourdes, South Baulkham Hills in March 2014 and how this event 
has impacted the people of both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s. 

For some, the decree has had little impact; for others, the change has brought 
distress, confusion, for others alienation. 

Other such sessions of Listening Circles indicate that people leave the gathering 
with a deeper understanding of what has happened to fellow parishioners 
where they have had the opportunity to share in a safe and confidential space. 

People from both communities will be trained to facilitate the small listening 
circles. 

For us to plan for the gathering, we need to know the number of attendees.  

Therefore, please indicate your desire to attend the session by completing the 
RSVP or sending an email to Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

             

      R.S.V.P. Listening Circles 
 
I/We would like to attend the Listening Circles Session on Saturday 6th May at 
2.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Hall (under the church). 
 

Name(s) …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
  …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Telephone: ……………………………………………. 
 
Email:  ……………………………………………….. 
 

mailto:Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


 
 

 OLOL Church Maintenance Works 
 During the Easter School Holidays we are having the 
lights in our church upgraded to LED.  This work will 
take place on Monday 16th April , Tuesday 17th April 
and Wednesday 18th April. 
 During this time Our Lady of Lourdes Church will be 
closed for worship.  There will be NO MASS on 
Wednesday 18th April here, however Mass is 
celebrated at 9.15am each day at St Michael’s Church. 

OLOL Office – Closed 11th – 18th April 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Office will be 
unattended from Tuesday 11th April until Tuesday 
18th April. 
If you are in need of a priest or assistance, please 
contact St Michael’s Office on 9639 0598. 
For non-urgent matters please leave a message 
on the answering machine and we will contact 
you on my return.  

Many thanks, 
Louise  

2023/24 Planned Giving Envelopes 
 New Planned Giving Envelope Sets are available at the 
back of the church. Please look for your name carefully 
on the Envelope Set as some surnames double up for 
different parishioners.   
 If you have recently changed your address or Credit Card 
details, please advise the parish office so our records can 
be updated. 

 New to our Parish Community/Planned Giving? 

 If you are new to the Parish/School community there are 
New Parishioner Registration Forms available at the back 
of the church.  Please complete this form and return it to 
the church or the Parish office.  
 All funds contributed through our Planned Giving 
Program remain in the Parish and are used for the 
ongoing costs of running the Parish including Pastoral 
needs, church supplies and the maintenance of the 
buildings and grounds of Our Lady of Lourdes Church. 
 We appreciate any support you are able to give. 
Children’s Liturgy - We need your help!!! 

It has been some time since we 
have offered our Children’s 
Liturgy Program at Our Lady of 
Lourdes.  
This Liturgy is for children of school 
age and is held during 9.30am Mass 
each Sunday, during school terms. 

The children listen to the Word of God at their own level 
and participate in different discussion/activities focusing 
on the message of the Gospel.  
With your help, we hope to re-commence our Children’s 
Liturgy program very soon. 

Contact: janina.starkey@gmail.com 

 

 
Kindergarten 2024 Enrolments  

Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School is now taking 
Kindergarten enrolments for 2024.  Enrolment 
forms can be downloaded from our website or 
collected from the office. Please return the 
completed enrolment forms to the school office 
with all the required documentation including 
originals. 

New families wishing to enrol their children at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Primary School are invited to 
attend one of our school tour  

If you would like to attend one of these tours, 
please visit our school website to register 
https://www.ololbhills.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-
Now/Tours-and-Events  

If you have any questions please contact the 
office:  Phone :02 8841 3700 or  email: 
ololbhills@parra.catholic.edu.au     

Arrupe  - JRS Australia Foodbank 

Thank you for your generosity in providing food for 
the JRS Lenten Campagne. Every small contribution 
makes a difference to someone’s everyday life. 

The foodbank is always in need of non-perishable 
items. We are asking that you continue with  
donations of these  different food items as they are 
the staple foods required for JRS to provide for 
those who are in need. 

If you are able, all we ask is that you place one or 
two items in your shopping trolley when you do 
your regular shop. We are continuing with this 
practice as there are still many people in need of 
our continued assistance and support. 
 
Cooking Oil   Basmati Rice 
Long life Milk         Tuna in Oil  
Pantry Essentials     Laundry Det 
          (Liquid pref) 
There are two donation boxes at the back of the 
church, one for personal items and one for food 
items. The goods collected will be donated to the 
Arrupe, Jesuit Refugee Service Parramatta. This is 
an ongoing Pastoral work of our Parish community 
at Our Lady. of Lourdes.For more information on 
this Social Justice Service see the website: 
www.jrs.org.au   
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“Thank You” for Supporting our Holy Spirit 
Seminarians    
  
Bishop Vincent, Parramatta Catholic Foundation, and 
our Holy Spirit seminarians thank you for your kind-
hearted generosity and support for our future priests. 
Our Bishop’s Good Shepherd Appeal which will help 
our Holy Spirit Seminary to support the faithful men 
who have answered God’s call to become priests for 
His people. For anyone who hasn’t had a chance to 
donate, please 
visit yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan 

this QR code. 
  
Please continue to pray for the 
Diocesan ministries supported by 
Parramatta Catholic Foundation, 
including our Holy Spirit Seminarians 

and all those who contribute to their education, 
formation, and care. 

CCD St Matthew’s Gospel Series:  
Starting 28 April  
CCD is hosting Dr Laurie Woods presenting 

“A Study of St Matthew’s Gospel” 
- April 28; May 5, 12, 19 & 26.  
10 .00am to 2.00pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 
1-5 Marion Street, 
Blacktown. 
To book please email Maree Collis 
ccd.training@parrcatholic.org  
 

MET FaithLIFE Scripture Course: Starting 2 May    

Want to learn more about different ways to pray? 
Sign up for the FaithLIFE 3-night short course on 
“Prayer” with Br Barry Donaghue, brought to you by 
the Mission Enhancement Team (MET). 6:30PM to 
8:30PM on three Tuesday: 2 + 9 + 16 May. 
Downstairs at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 
Marion Street, Blacktown. RSVP via 
https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/   

Liturgical Music Workshop: 4 May  
Musicians, Clergy & Liturgy Planners are invited to 
attend a Music Workshop Presented by Eric Grella 
on Singing the Psalms & Chant on Thursday 4 May 
from 7pm - 8:30pm at 1-5 Marion Street, 
Blacktown. RSVP by 1 May to 
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org  

Positions Vacant:  Policy Coordinator   
The Diocese of Parramatta is recruiting for a part-
time Policy Coordinator to work within the 
Chancery. If you have experience in policy writing 
and tertiary qualifications in Law, HR or 
compliance, we encourage you to apply. For a 
confidential chat, call Marie Iemma on 0499 874 
420 or email your CV and cover letter 
to parracatholicjobs@parracatholic.org 

Celebrati
on Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 

Easter 
Sunday 9th April 

Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Chris Luther Frangee Ampil 

Kay Bull 
Volunteer 

2nd Sunday 
of easter 15th April 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Vassett Jane Wilks Lourdes Subijano Nicole Whittaker  

 16th April 
Sunday 
9.30am 

Anthony 
Pope Nicole Christoy Janina Starkey 

Anne Mitchell,  
Kay Bull 

3rd Sunday 
of Easter 22nd April 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Cavaleri Peter Steele Maureen Steele Sonia Tannous 

 23rd April 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Christine Coxall Frangee Ampil 

Marlene Murrow 
Louise Ryall 

4th Sunday 
of Easter 29th April 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Vassett Nathan Colaco Jane Wilks Maureen Steele 

  
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Angela Ryall Bernie Ryall 

Madeleine Menasse, 
Anne Mitchell 

5th Sunday 
of Easter 6th May 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Cavaleri Lourdes Subijano Colette Rajan Nicole Whittaker 

 7th May 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Mariah DiMauro Christine Coxall Kay Bull, Anne Mitchell 

http://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
mailto:ccd.training@parrcatholic.org
https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/
mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
mailto:parracatholicjobs@parracatholic.org


Tapestry of Faith will take participants on a creative journey through:

n  acclaimed international, Australian and local presenters  n  engaging sessions
n  live band with the latest songs for catechesis  n  informative Q & A panels

n  concert  n  music events  n  showcasing new and emerging artists
n  digital tech and resources expo  n  networking for mission and ministry

www.liturgyritualprayer.com

An unforgettable event supporting:

n  Staff and student spiritual formation
n  Professional development
n  Recontexualised Catholic identity for schools
n  Post-critical belief for today’s contemporary young people

TAPESTRY of FAITH

The 2023 Liturgy Ritual Prayer Conference

Sunday 28 May – Tuesday 30 May 2023
St Joseph’s Conference Centre, Baulkham Hills, Sydney

Limited places.
Register today!



John Burland is an internationally acclaimed Catholic musician, 

composer, educator and speaker. His music inspires and unites 

generations as it joyfully teaches, celebrates and proclaims the 

message of Jesus Christ. A number of John’s songs from his 

recent collections will be showcased at the conference.

www.johnburland.net

Dr Jill Gowdie PhD GAICD
Assistant Director Catholic Education  
South Australia

System leader in mission and 
identity, innovative thinker, 
strategy developer in formation, 
mission, Religious Education  
and culture.
“I fell in love with theology, where my own experience met an understanding that could hold the challenges and the questions that life had offered up to me so far. And I think I followed where it led”.

Sister Susan Daily IBVM OAM

Susan has always been 
passionate about drawing and 

has a keen interest in religious 

symbolism. Susan is a Loreto 

Sister who has focussed her 

ministry on the graphic and 

visual arts, fashion design and silk painting. 

Mob: 0412 850 883
info@liturgyritualprayer.com 
www.liturgyritualprayer.com

Supported by:
Ian is one of Ireland’s leading 
composers of liturgical music.  
He is an accomplished composer, 
arranger and workshop leader. 
Ian’s own works are undoubtedly 
inspired by Ireland’s great 

musician tradition. His music can be heard sung in the many varied languages throughout Europe.
www.iancallanan.com

Ian Callanan

The conference music ministry will be led by John Burland

David Wells
Reflect & Inspire,  
International Freelance Presenter

Inspiring speaker, teacher, 
catechist, author from the  
United Kingdom, with the 
remarkable gift of bringing the 
Gospel to life.

“You really do have a wonderful gift 
of bringing the Gospel to life and such 

a creativity in weaving in images to help us along the way in 

understanding the rather tricky thing which is our faith!”

Heather Wishloff, 
St Marguerite Catholic School  
Alberta, Canada

Keynote speakers:

A unique encounter for religious educators, teachers, liturgists and  

music ministers with a creative and practical focus on faith formation,  

church engagement and the celebration of Catholic identity within  

Catholic school communities.

TAPESTRY of FAITH


