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Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 
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HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS     Carrying the Cross 
9 April 2017  

Today’s celebration can be said 
to be bittersweet. It is joyful 
and sorrowful at the same 
time. We celebrate the Lord’s 
entrance into Jerusalem to the 
cries of his disciples who 
acclaim him as king. Yet we also 
solemnly proclaim the Gospel 
account of his Passion. In this 
poignant contrast, our hearts 

experience in some small measure what Jesus himself must have felt in his own heart 
that day, as he rejoiced with his friends and wept over Jerusalem. The Gospel we 
heard before the procession (cf. Mt 21:1-11) describes Jesus as he comes down from 
the Mount of Olives on the back of a colt that had never been ridden. It recounts the 
enthusiasm of the disciples who acclaim the Master with cries of joy, and we can 
picture in our minds the excitement of the children and young people of the city who 
joined in the excitement. Jesus himself sees in this joyful welcome an inexorable 
force willed by God. To the scandalized Pharisees he responds: “I tell you that if these 
were silent, the stones would shout out” (Lk 19:40). Yet Jesus who, in fulfilment of 
the Scriptures, enters the holy city in this way is no misguided purveyor of illusions, 
no new age prophet, no imposter. Rather, he is clearly a Messiah who comes in the 
guise of a servant, the servant of God and of man, and goes to his passion. He is the 
great “patient”, who suffers all the pain of humanity. So as we joyfully acclaim our 
King, let us also think of the sufferings that he will have to endure in this week. Let 
us think of the slanders and insults, the snares and betrayals, the abandonment to 
an unjust judgment, the blows, the lashes and the crown of thorns… And lastly, the 
way of the cross leading to the crucifixion. He had spoken clearly of this to his 
disciples: “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me” (Mt 16:24). Jesus never promised honour and success. 
The Gospels make this clear. He had always warned his friends that this was to be 
his path, and that the final victory would be achieved through the passion and the 
cross. All this holds true for us too. Let us ask for the grace to follow Jesus faithfully, 
not in words but in deeds. Let us also ask for the patience to carry our own cross, 
not to refuse it or set it aside, but rather, in looking to him, to take it up and to carry 
it dailyThis Jesus, who accepts the hosannas of the crowd, knows full well that they 
will soon be followed by the cry: “Crucify him!” He does not ask us to contemplate 
him only in pictures and photographs, or in the videos that circulate on the internet. 
No. He is present in our many brothers and sisters who today endure sufferings like 
his own: they suffer from slave labour, from family tragedies, from diseases… They 
suffer from wars and terrorism, from interests that are armed and ready to strike. 
Women and men who are cheated, violated in their dignity, discarded… Jesus is in 
them, in each of them, and, with marred features and broken voice, he asks to be 
looked in the eye, to be acknowledged, to be loved. It is not some other Jesus, but 
the same Jesus who entered Jerusalem amid the waving of palm branches. It is the 
same Jesus who was nailed to the cross and died between two criminals. We have 
no other Lord but him: Jesus, the humble King of justice, mercy and peace. 
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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
Commemoration of the Lord's Entrance into 
Jerusalem   Mt 21: 1-11 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord” 

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives,  
Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, 
‘Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you 
will find an ass tied,  and a colt with her; untie them and 
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you 
shall say, “The Lord has need of them,” and he will send 
them immediately’. This took place to fulfil  what was 
spoken by the prophet, saying,  
‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Behold, your king is coming to 
you, humble and mounted on an ass, and on a colt, the 
foal of an ass’  The disciples went and did as Jesus had 
directed them; they brought the ass and the colt,  and 
put their garments on them, and he sat thereon.  Most 
of the crowd spread their garments on the road, and 
others cut branches from the trees  and spread them on 
the road. And the crowds that went before him and that 
followed him shouted, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!’ And when he entered 
Jerusalem all the city was stirred, saying, ‘Who is this?’ 
And the crowds said, "This is Jesus the prophet, from 
Nazareth in Galilee."  

Entrance Antiphon 

Six days before the Passover, 
when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem, 
the children ran to meet him; 
in their hands they carried palm branches 
and with a loud voice cried out: 

* Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant 
mercy! 

O gates, lift high your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory!  
Who is this king of glory? 
He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory. 

* Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant 
mercy! 

First Reading   Is 50:4-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will 
not be ashamed. 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. 
So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 
he provides me with speech. Each morning he wakes 
me to hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord has 

opened my ear. For my part, I made no resistance, 
neither did I turn away. I offered my back to those who 
struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; I 
did not cover my face against insult and spittle. The 
Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the 
insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not 
be shamed. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2 

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

1. All who see me deride me.  
They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend.’ (R.) 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me,  
a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 
I can count every one of my bones. (R.) 

3. They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me! (R.) 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren and 
 praise you where they are assembled. 
 ‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 
 all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
 Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ (R.) 

Second Reading   Phil 2:6-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

He humbled himself to become like us and God raised 
him on high. 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling 
to his equality with God but emptied himself to  
assume the condition of a slave, and became as 
men are, and being as all men are, he was humbler 
yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross. But 
God raised him high and gave him the name 
which is above all other namesso that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and 
that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Gospel Acclamation   Phil 2:8-9 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
Christ became obedient for us even to death 
dying on the cross. 
Therefore God raised him on high 
and gave him a name above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 



The Passion of the Lord according to Matthew – Year A 
Gospel  (Shorter version)        Mt 27:11-54 

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, the governor, and the governor put to him this question, ‘Are 
you the king of the Jews?’ Jesus replied, ‘It is you who say it.’ But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and the elders he refused to answer at all. Pilate then said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many 
charges they have brought against you?’ But to the governor’s complete amazement, he offered no reply 
to any of the charges. 

At festival time it was the governor’s practice to release a prisoner for the people, anyone they chose. 
Now there was at that time a notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So when the crowd 
gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Which do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 
Christ?’ For Pilate knew it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 

Now as he was seated in the chair of judgement, his wife sent him a message, ‘Have nothing to do with 
that man; I have been upset all day by a dream I had about him.’ 

The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded the crowd to demand the release of Barabbas 
and the execution of Jesus. So when the governor spoke and asked them, ‘Which of the two do you want 
me to release for you?’ they said ‘Barabbas’. ‘But in that case,’ Pilate said to them ‘what am I to do with 
Jesus who is called Christ?’ They all said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ ‘Why?’ he asked ‘What harm has he 
done?’ But they shouted all the louder, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then Pilate saw that he was making no 
impression, that in fact a riot was imminent. So he took some water, washed his hands in front of the 
crowd and said, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood. It is your concern.’ And the people, to a man, shouted 
back, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ Then he released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to 
be first scourged and then handed over to be crucified. 

The governor’s soldiers took Jesus with them into the Praetorium and collected the whole cohort around 
him. Then they stripped him and made him wear a scarlet cloak, and having twisted some thorns into a 
crown they put this on his head and placed a reed in his right hand. To make fun of him they knelt to him 
saying, ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ And they spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head with 
it. And when they had finished making fun of him, they took off the cloak and dressed him in his own 
clothes and led him away to crucify him. 

On their way out, they came across a man from Cyrene, Simon by name, and enlisted him to carry his 
cross. When they had reached a place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they gave him wine 
to drink mixed with gall, which he tasted but refused to drink. When they had finished crucifying him they 
shared out his clothing by casting lots, and then sat down and stayed there keeping guard over him. 

Above his head was placed the charge against him; it read: ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ At the 
same time two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said ‘So you would destroy the Temple and 
rebuild it in three days! Then save yourself! If you are God’s son, come down from the cross!’ The chief 
priests with the scribes and elders mocked him in the same way. ‘He saved others,’ they said ‘he cannot 
save himself. He is the king of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 
He put his trust in God; now let God rescue him if he wants him. For he did say, “I am the son of God.”’ 
Even the robbers who were crucified with him taunted him in the same way. 

From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you 
deserted me?’ When some of those who stood there heard this, they said, ‘The man is calling on Elijah,’ 
and one of them quickly ran to get a sponge which he dipped in vinegar and putting it on a reed, gave it 
him to drink. ‘Wait!’ said the rest of them ‘and see if Elijah will come to save him.’ But Jesus again crying 
out in a loud voice, yielded up his spirit. 

At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the earth quaked; the rocks were 
split; the tombs opened and the bodies of many holy men rose from the dead, and these, after his 
resurrection, came out of the tombs, entered the Holy City and appeared to a number of people. 
Meanwhile the centurion, together with the others guarding Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all that 
was taking place, and they were terrified and said, ‘In truth this was a son of God.’ 



REFLECTION FOR PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

The Centurion and his men who were keeping watch over Jesus were terror-stricken at 
seeing the earthquake and all that was happening and said: “Clearly this was the Son of 
God.”                                        Matthew 26: 14 – 27: 66 
Today’s long gospel-reading is Matthew’s account of the trial, torture and execution of the 
man called Jesus of Nazareth. In telling the story, Matthew followed a template that has been 
etched into the history of every culture and nation of our world. It is the story of the struggle 
that emerges when personal integrity clashes with national interest, when the status and 
security of the powerful are threatened by the wisdom and honesty of an individual who knows 
that justice and freedom and the common good always trump the self-interest and privilege of 
the few. The forces of injustice, jealousy and betrayal that led to the crucifixion of Jesus have 
been played out in the downfall and demise of political leaders, geniuses and commoners alike, 
simply because those in positions of power and status regarded the very existence of such 
people as a threat to their comfort and personal ambition. Even in our own day and age, we 
have witnessed the demise of democratically-elected Presidents and Prime Ministers betrayed 
and ousted by colleagues whose ambition has known no bounds. 

In commenting on today’s gospel-reading, Jesuit priest, John Kavanaugh observed: “Christians 
may not feel the full impact of Passion Week because they fail to see that Jesus Christ is still 
betrayed for the sake of safe religion and imperious tribe and nation.” (p. 46, The Word 
Embodied, Orbis Books, Maryknoll, N.Y. 1998) 

In every arena in which human beings vie with one another for superiority, there is the risk that 
truth, honesty and human decency will become casualties. The tragedy for Jesus was that 
competition simply had no place in his agenda. For three years he had been proclaiming and 
offering gratuitously to everyone he encountered the beneficent and boundless love, mercy, 
compassion and love of God. Those with status and power, insecure in their capacity to 
exercise their leadership responsibly and justly, chose to see Jesus as a threat and concocted a 
plot to rid themselves of him. His fate was sealed by an impassioned plea from Caiaphas, the 
incumbent High Priest, to the assembled members of the Sanhedrin: “‘You have no 
understanding whatever! Can’t you see that it is better for you to have one man die (for the 
people) than to have the whole nation destroyed.’…From that day onward, there was a plan 
afoot to kill him.” (John 11: 50-53) 

The plot that was hatched and carried to completion was no poorly planned exercise. It 
required the assent and collaboration of the highest religious and civil officials of the Jewish 
nation and engaged the active participation of high-ranking members of the occupying Roman 
army and Provincial Government. Moreover, it relied on the carefully planned seduction of a 
key member of those who had an intimate knowledge of Jesus’ movements. Judas had to be 
identified, persuaded and manipulated into the role he played. What was done to Jesus was not 
the result of some haphazard, amateurish plan to teach him a lesson about meddling in other 
people’s affairs. 

While we don’t know the make-up of the community for whom Matthew wrote his Gospel, 
scholars suggest that it probably was a group of neophyte Christians of Jewish ancestry living 
in a Jerusalem that was still under Roman control. That’s possibly why Matthew presented 
Pilate as a Governor who was inclined to release Jesus. Matthew was probably reluctant to 
antagonise an occupying force with whose brutality he was familiar. So, he described Pilate as 
a man who gave in to a group of Jews baying for blood. However, it would be simplistic for us 
to sheet home to the Jews the blame for Jesus’ death. Jesus died because his execution was 
planned by powerful people hell-bent on ridding themselves of him. Let’s, then, be in no doubt 
that the blame cannot be attributed to a small group whose emotions had been worked into a 
frenzy by others stirring them on. And let’s be quite clear that anti-Semitism is totally foreign 
to the Gospel. 

 



 

Let’s also not forget that those who cried out for Jesus’ blood belonged to a people who were 
our spiritual ancestors. They are the people who gave us the Old or First Testament. Their 
descendants gave us the New Testament. The guilt we can so easily ascribe to those who 
demanded the execution of Jesus extends to us whenever we are silent in the face of injustice. 
No judicial system is perfect. We have all witnessed up close or from a distance “kangaroo 
courts” and inept judicial enquiries. We all know of miscarriages of justice and judicial 
officials who have betrayed their trust. 

The kind of society of which we are a part has always reserved its sternest judgement for those 
who betray the trust we have placed in them. Recall for a moment the judgements we make 
about ministers of religion and government who are found to have committed some act of 
betrayal. What they are seen to have done is a betrayal of the trust that is vital for holding in 
place relationships that build the fabric of society. They are the relationships that bind together 
marriage partners and members of families. They are the relationships that are integral to 
church communities and to the professions of medicine, law and teaching. They are the 
relationships on which nations are built, that allow us to vote with confidence and freedom in 
State and National elections. 

I wonder if the harshness we extend to betrayers springs from a fear that there may be in 
ourselves a little bit of Judas. I am not comfortable with the thought that I, too, am capable of 
betraying the trust that others place in me. Matthew holds that mirror up to us in his description 
of how all twelve of the Apostles reacted when Jesus announced that one of them would betray 
him: 

“In the course of the meal (the Passover supper) Jesus said: ‘I assure you, one of you is about 
to betray me.’ Distressed at this, they began to say to him one after another: ‘Surely it is not I, 
Lord?’” (Matthew 26: 20-22) 

Psychologists and other astute observers of human behaviour tell us that the failings in others 
which we find most difficult to forgive are the ones we struggle with in our own lives. If we 
delude ourselves into thinking that we are absolutely trustworthy, we can forget that every 
single one of us has a dark side. Nearly all the disciples failed when Jesus needed them to be 
faithful and loyal to him. Note, it was when there was risk to their own safety. Even though 
Thomas had rashly urged them to all to go and die with him, when real danger loomed, they 
disowned him and ran. If there is one clear message with which this gospel-reading leaves us, 
it is that all of us at some time in our lives will betray the one who lived and died for us. 
Despite our frailty, he still loves us endlessly.  

 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 
the relatives and friends of our 
Parish Communities for whom 
prayers have been requested: 
 

Recently Deceased: Kathleen Goonan,  

Anniversaries: john James Shanahan, John Pope 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Eileen McMullen, , Julian & Max Epondulan (Premature 
twins) Mabel Yabsley, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel 
Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother),Melba Oki, David 
Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry Williams, Peter Campbell, 
Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo 
Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, Evan 
Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, 
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba 
Beani, Edward Beani, Richard Meagher and all who are ill 
or struggling as a result of the Coronavirus throughout 
the world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.  Adoration 
commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- 
Intolerant we have low gluten 
(negligible) hosts to enable you to 
receive the Body of Christ in 
Communion. 
Please speak to Father or the Acolyte 
before Mass. Please go to the priest 

celebrating Mass to receive Communion.  

The following links will take you to the live-streaming of 
Holy Week Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes: 

1st April 2023, "Palm Sunday of the Passion of the 
Lord" .... https://youtube.com/live/atfUK_BVwk8 

6th April 2023, "Thursday of The Lord's Supper" ... 
https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI 

7th April 2023, "Friday Of The Passion Of The Lord" 
... https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0 

8th April 2023, "The Easter Vigil in The Holy Night.'' 
... https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs 

 

  

 PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We appreciate your support, especially those who do 
not yet feel comfortable returning to Church.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 

For EFT to the First Collection – for support of priests 

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection 
– for support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb
aulkhamhills 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Invitation: Listening Circles 

 
Time - 2:30 pm 

Date - Saturday 6th May 2023 
Parish Hall - Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills 

Members from both Our Lady of Lourdes and St 
Michael’s Communities are invited to attend a session 
of Listening Circles. Listening Circles have been 
designed for people to listen and talk about how they 
have been impacted by an event or incident that has 
affected people in the community.  

On this occasion, we will be talking about the decree of 
dissolution of the Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, South 
Baulkham Hills in March 2014 and how this event has 
impacted the people of both Our Lady of Lourdes and 
St Michael’s. 

For some, the decree has had little impact; for others, 
the change has brought distress, confusion, for others 
alienation. Invitation is available at the back of the 
church. 

 2023/24 Planned Giving Envelopes 
 New Planned Giving Envelope Sets are available at the 
back of the church. Please look for your name carefully 
on the Envelope Set as some surnames double up for 
different parishioners.   
 If you have recently changed your address or Credit Card 
details, please advise the parish office so our records can 
be updated. 
 Thank you for your generous support of the works of our 
Parish through the Planned Giving 

https://youtube.com/live/atfUK_BVwk8
https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI
https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0
https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


 

PARISH NOTES - FRIDAY APRIL 2 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
HOLY WEEK LITURGY TIMES AND LINKS 
 
April 3  Monday 7.30pm   
Communal Rite of Reconciliation St Michael’s 
  
April 6  Holy Thursday  No morning masses. 
 7.30pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 (Both Churches) 

 Livestream link from OLOL -  
https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI 

 
April 7  Good Friday  
 10.00am  The Way of the Cross 
   St Michaels (Youth)  
 10.30am  The Stations of the Cross –  
   Our Lady of Lourdes 
     
 3.00pm  The Passion of the Lord 
    (both Churches) 

 Livestream link from OLOL - 
https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0 

 7.00pm  The Passion of the Lord 
   (Korean Language) 
 
April 8 Holy Saturday No morning Masses 
 5.30pm  Easter Vigil in the Night  
   St Michael’s 
 6.00pm  Easter Vigil in the Night  
    Our Lady of Lourdes 
Livestream link from OLOL - 
https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs 
This will be a long Mass. 
 
Easter Sunday Masses 
Sunday morning  8.00am St Michael’s 
     9.30am Our Lady of Lourdes 
     10.00am St Michael’s 
     11.30am Korean Language  
    (Our Lady of Lourdes) 
 
Sunday evening 6.00pm  St Michael’s 
 
Individual Reconciliation 
  

St Michael’s Good Friday after Stations and 
  Passion;  
  Easter Saturday 9.00-10.30am 
  NO SATURDAYEVENING 
CONFESSIONS 
  

OLOL Church Good Friday after Stations and 
  Passion;  
  Easter Saturday 9.30am-10am 
  
 

 
 
 
MASS LINK FOR PALM SUNDAY AND EASTER TRIDUUM 
The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm (still daylight 
saving) for Palm Sunday of the Passion – Year A and 
available on YOUTUBE after that is 
https://youtube.com/live/atfUK_BVwk8. Please copy 
the link into browser if it does not immediately work. 
  

AN EASTER 2023 MESSAGE FROM BISHOP VINCENT 
LONG OFM CONV, BISHOP OF PARRAMATTA.  
(see after notices) 
 
BISHOP’S GOOD SHEPHERD APPEAL – thank you  
Support our seminarians to humbly serve our faith 
community 

Thank you for your generosity towards 
he Bishop’s Good Shepherd Appeal 
supporting the seminarians to humbly 
serve our faith community. Further 
contributions can be made via the 
envelopes still available in the pews, at 

https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan 
this QR code.  
 
LISTENING CIRCLES 
Members from both Our Lady of Lourdes and St 
Michael’s Communities are invited to attend a session of 
Listening Circles, designed for people to listen and talk 
about how they have been impacted by an event or 
incident that has affected people in the community.  
 
In this case the event is the dissolving of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish, South Baulkham Hills in March 2014. For 
some, the decree has had little impact; for others, the 
change has brought distress, confusion, for others 
alienation. The Listening Circles provide an opportunity 
to listen. 
 
The Listening Circles will be held at 2.30pm on 
Saturday, May 6 at Our Lady of Lourdes parish Hall.  
Further details in the bulletin. 
 
THE DECEASED 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have 
been requested, especially for: 
  

Recently deceased: Kathleen Sayer, Kathleen Goonan 
  

Anniversaries: Luke Salkeld, Peter Gordon 
 
Kath Sayer’s funeral is on Monday, 3rd April at 11am at 
St Michael’s. 
  
Fr Wim 

 

https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI
https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0
https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs
https://youtube.com/live/atfUK_BVwk8
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal


 
 Parish of Baulkham Hills - St Michael’s Church 

The Easter Communal or 2nd Rite of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated at  
St Michael’s Church this Monday 3rd 
April at 7.30pm 

Please Note: There will be NO 2nd Rite 
of Reconciliation at OLOL Church 

“Come back to me with all your heart, 
don’t let fear keep us apart 

Chrism Mass St Patrick’s Cathedral:  
7.30pm Wednesday 5th April 

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will preside 
at this year’s Chrism Mass, which will be 
concelebrated by the priests of the Diocese 
of Parramatta, assisted by the deacons.  
During the Mass, the Oil of the Catechumens 
and the Oil of the Sick will be blessed and the 
Oil of Chrism consecrated. These holy oils 

will then be given to the parishes for use during the year.  
Everyone is welcome. 

  

 Holy Thursday – Volunteers required 

 “Washing of the Feet”. 

 Part of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 
Thursday includes a re-enactment of  the “Washing 
of the Feet”  

 If you would like to participate in this ritual, please 
add your name to the list at the back of the church. 

 We are in need of 12 people, in total. 

Church / Flowers for Easter Celebrations 

 

Any parishioners who are available are invited to please 
join us on Saturday morning at 10.00am with an “All 
Hands on Deck” effort to prepare the church for Easter 
Celebrations. 

Would you like to help out with the church preparation 
for the Easter Liturgies?  

Come along & join us -You will be most welcome! 

Would you like to donate flowers (predominantly white) 
for these special celebrations?  Please drop off at the 
church on Saturday morning.  
All donations welcome and gratefully accepted. 

Let’s make our church look magnificent for this, 
the most Sacred Season in the Church Year! 

Project Compassion Boxes/envelopes 

Please return all Project Compassion Boxes and 
Envelopes with your Lenten offerings this week. 
Traditionally these are brought forward as part of our 
Offertory Procession on Holy Thursday. 

  
 A gentle reminder to turn your clocks back this 
weekend as Daylight Saving Ends. Early this 
Sunday morning 2nd April. 

 New to our Parish Community/Planned Giving? 

 If you are new to the Parish/School community there are 
New Parishioner Registration Forms available at the back 
of the church.  Please complete this form and return it to 
the church or the Parish office.  
 All funds contributed through our Planned Giving 
Program remain in the Parish and are used for the 
ongoing costs of running the Parish including Pastoral 
needs, church supplies and the maintenance of the 
buildings and grounds of Our Lady of Lourdes Church. 
 We appreciate any support you are able to give. 

 
Arrupe  - JRS Australia Foodbank 
6 Weeks of Lent Campaign 

The foodbank is always in need of non-perishable 
items. Each week during Lent we are asking for a 
donation of a different food item to donate to JRS 
Foodbank.  

If you are able, all we ask is that you place one or 
two items in your shopping trolley when you do 
your regular shop. We are continuing with this 
practice as there are still many people in need of 
our continued assistance and support. 
Week 1  Cooking Oil         Week 2: Basmati Rice 
 Week 3: Long life Milk        Week 4: Tuna in Oil  
 Week 5: Pantry Essentials   Week 6: Laundry Det 
          (Liquid pref) 
There are two donation boxes at the back of the 
church, one for personal items and one for food 
items. The goods collected will be donated to the 
Arrupe, Jesuit Refugee Service Parramatta. For 
more information on this Social Justice Service see 
the website: www.jrs.org.au   
 

 

http://www.jrs.org.au/


 
 

 
 

Palm Sunday 1st & 2nd April 
Project Compassion brings together Australian 
schools, parishes and supporters to raise funds 
for people in vulnerable communities across the 
world. This year, we introduced you to the story 
of four inspiring people whose lives have been 
transformed with your generous support: Laxmi, 
Tereesa, Priscilla and Thu. Today, they are 
creating a better world for their families, their 
communities and for all future generations. 

Please donate to Project 
Compassion 2023. 
Together, we can help vulnerable 
communities face their challenges 
today and build a better tomorrow 
For All Future Generations.   

You can donate through Project Compassion 
donation boxes and envelopes available from 
your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-
compassion or by calling 1800 024 413. 
 
Please Note: Project Compassion Boxes and 
Envelopes with your Lenten donations 
traditionally form part of the Offering for 
Holy Thursday’s Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 
Kindly return them to the church or parish 
office for inclusion in the Mass.  

 
 

Children’s Liturgy - Can you help ??? 
It has been some time since we 
have offered our Children’s 
Liturgy Program at Our Lady of 
Lourdes.  
This Liturgy is for children of 
school age and is held during 
9.30am Mass each Sunday, during 

school terms. The children listen to the Word of God 
at their own level and participate in different 
discussion/activities focusing on the message of the 
Gospel.  
With your help, we hope to re-commence our 
Children’s Liturgy program very soon. 

We need your help!!! 
Contact: janina.starkey@gmail.com 

Liturgical Music Workshop: 4 May  

Musicians, Clergy & Liturgy Planners are invited to 
attend a Music Workshop Presented by Eric Grella 
on Singing the Psalms & Chant on Thursday 4 May 
from 7pm - 8:30pm at 1-5 Marion Street, 
Blacktown. RSVP by 1 May to 
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org 
Positions Vacant:  
 Policy Coordinator   
The Diocese of Parramatta is recruiting for a part-
time Policy Coordinator to work within the 
Chancery. If you have experience in policy writing 
and tertiary qualifications in Law, HR or compliance, 
we encourage you to apply. For a confidential chat 
call Marie Iemma on 0499 874 420 or email your CV 
and cover letter to 
parracatholicjobs@parracatholic.org  

Celebrati
on Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 

Palm 
Sunday 1st April 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Cavaleri Paul Lewis Jonathan Marquez Sonia Tannous 

 2nd April 
Sunday 
9.30am Anthony Pope Bernie Ryall Angela Ryall 

Marlene Murrow 
Louise Ryall 

HOLY WEEK AS ADVISED - ROSTER SENT VIA EMAIL 
Easter 
Sunday 8Tth April 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm Ian Starkey Chris Luther Frangee Ampil 

Kay Bull 
Volunteer 

 9th April 
Sunday 
9.30am John Vassett Jane Wilks Lourdes Subijano Nicole Whittaker  

2nd Sunday 
of easter 15th April 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm Anthony Pope Nicole Christoy Janina Starkey 

Anne Mitchell, Kay 
Bull 

 16th April 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Chris Luther Frangee Ampil 

Kay Bull 
Volunteer 

3rd Sunday 
of Easter 22nd April 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Cavaleri Peter Steele Maureen Steele Sonia Tannous 

 23rd April 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Angela Ryall Bernie Ryall 

Madeleine Menasse, 
Anne Mitchell 

http://caritas.org.au/project-compassion
http://caritas.org.au/project-compassion
mailto:janina.starkey@gmail.com
mailto:parracatholicjobs@parracatholic.org


 

 

Monday 

3rd April 

2nd (Communal) Rite of Reconciliation 

St Michael’s Church 

 

7.30pm 

 

Holy Thursday 

6th April 

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper  

St Michael’s Church 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church  

Special collection for the poor 

  

7.30pm 

7.30pm 

Good Friday 

7th April 

Livestream: https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI 

Stations of the Cross 

St Michael’s Church 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

Individual Reconciliation will be available 

following Stations in both churches 

Special collection for Holy places 

  

 

10.00am 

10.30am 

Good Friday 

7th April 

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

St Michael’s Church  

Our Lady of Lourdes Church – English 

Livestream:  https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0 

Individual Reconciliation will be available 

following Stations in both churches 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church - Korean 

Special collection for Holy places 

  

 

3.00pm 

3.00pm 

 

 

7.00pm 

Holy Saturday 

8th April 

 

The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 
St Michael’s Church  

Our Lady of Lourdes Church – English 

Livestream:  https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs 

 

5.30pm 

6.00pm 

Individual 

Reconciliation 

Good Friday 

Our Lady of Lourdes – Individual Reconciliation 

St Michael’s Church – Individual Reconciliation 

Holy Saturday 

St Michael’s Church  

Our Lady of Lourdes Church  

 

After Stations & The Passion 

After Stations & The Passion 

 

9.00am – 10.30am 

9.30am – 10.00am 

 

https://youtube.com/live/42YOkOplhHI
https://youtube.com/live/ZveFtOVC4e0
https://youtube.com/live/eyGcgqbEACs


 
AN EASTER 2023 MESSAGE FROM BISHOP VINCENT LONG OFM CONV, BISHOP OF PARRAMATTA 

Dear sisters and brothers,   

In the Gospel of Mark, the Resurrection takes place in silence! The three women went to the tomb in the silence of 
the night. They met an angel who told them Jesus, the crucified one, had risen. Then, trembling and bewildered, 
they fled.  

There is almost something modest and ordinary about it. There was a quiet, with a stillness that only love, and fear 
can create.  

Some in the early Church apparently had difficulty with the ‘silence’ of Mark. The ending was too sharp and abrupt 
for them. How could the Resurrection, which had begun in fear, not end in joy? How could it end in silence and even 
fear?    

But maybe our resurrection faith like that of Thomas, must always include an aspect of questioning, for the Easter 
mystery is so dazzling; it is beyond our rational comprehension.  

Our Trinitarian God is a mystery. A mystery is not a problem. A problem is a puzzle to which techniques can be 
applied, intuition brought to bear, and a solution found. Science tackles problems. It’s great at it. But a mystery is 
not amenable to that strategy. And life is littered with them.    

We especially see all around us the terrible mystery of evil, as it manifests itself in the chaos of the war and conflict 
in Myanmar, Ukraine, the Congo to name only a few places. And how can we ignore the grinding poverty of so many 
people and the ecological plight of our fragile precious planet? Human life is brutally devalued in the plight of 
refugees fleeing their homelands and in the tragedy of so many human beings whose precious dignity and 
vulnerable lives are threatened from 'the womb to the tomb.'   

We are also constantly bewildered by the ongoing injustice still perpetuated against indigenous peoples and the 
horror of violence especially against women and children. Not to mention the horrors of natural disasters like the 
recent tragic earthquakes in Turkey and Syria.   

Where can we turn as Easter people full of hope?  

Jesus is our only answer to these great mysteries that sometimes seem to overwhelm us. For all that we know of 
God is, of course, revealed definitively in Jesus of Nazareth.    

But have you noticed how many times in the Gospels Jesus himself asks questions, rather than gives answers? Our 
journey living the Paschal Mystery is often more about the questions than the answers. Pontius Pilate asks Jesus a 
series of questions and Jesus answers cryptically, as if to say, you are really missing the point.    

And have you noticed that our Holy Father, when unjustly criticised, also prefers to remain silent - rather than repay 
pettiness with revenge?   

Let’s recall then this Easter 2023 that the Easter Mystery moves us through the terrible suffering and death of the 
Son of God, the profound love and courage that kept the women by his side despite their own fears, and the time 
in the tomb, that in-between space in which we spend much of our own lives.    

It invites us to rest in mystery, and then the movement to the joyful moment of Resurrection where even the 
disciples do not have the right set of questions anymore because they fit the old answers.    

Is this not the journey of our whole lives: the movement from sorrow to courage to grief to waiting to joy, often 
holding elements of each at the same time?    

What are the questions stirring your soul these days? Can we make space to live in them, not needing to have the 
answers? The Synodal path we are on as a diocesan local church, is one way for us to listen to those on the margins 
and make room for the Holy Spirit in our busy lives.   

In the face of painful transition, let us be empowered by the presence of the risen Lord, calling us beyond the fear 
of the unknown. The paschal rhythm summons us to die to the old and rise to the new.  

My sisters and brothers. Jesus is Risen! Let’s journey with him once more on the road to Emmaus and encounter his 
mysterious presence in the breaking of the bread. Alleluia! 

Bishop Vincent  



 

 
 



Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Invitation: Listening Circles 

 
Time - 2:30 pm 

Date - Saturday 6th May 2023 
Parish Hall - Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills 
 

Members from both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s Communities are 
invited to attend a session of Listening Circles. Listening Circles have been 
designed for people to listen and talk about how they have been impacted by 
an event or incident that has affected people in the community.  

On this occasion, we will be talking about the decree of dissolution of the Parish 
of Our Lady of Lourdes, South Baulkham Hills in March 2014 and how this event 
has impacted the people of both Our Lady of Lourdes and St Michael’s. 

For some, the decree has had little impact; for others, the change has brought 
distress, confusion, for others alienation. 

Other such sessions of Listening Circles indicate that people leave the gathering 
with a deeper understanding of what has happened to fellow parishioners 
where they have had the opportunity to share in a safe and confidential space. 

People from both communities will be trained to facilitate the small listening 
circles. 

For us to plan for the gathering, we need to know the number of attendees.  

Therefore, please indicate your desire to attend the session by completing the 
RSVP or sending an email to Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

             

      R.S.V.P. Listening Circles 
 
I/We would like to attend the Listening Circles Session on Saturday 6th May at 
2.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Hall (under the church). 
 

Name(s) …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
  …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Telephone: ……………………………………………. 
 
Email:  ……………………………………………….. 
 

mailto:Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
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