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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 19™ MARCH 2023
A REFLECTION BY POPE FRANCIS LIGHT
26 March 2017

At the centre of the Gospel this Fourth Sunday of Lent we find Jesus and a man blind
from birth. Christ restores his sight and performs this miracle with a type of
symbolic ritual: first, He mixes dirt with saliva and spreads it on the blind man’s
eyes; then, He orders him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. The man goes,
washes, and regains his sight. He was blind from birth. With this miracle, Jesus
manifests himself, and He manifests himself to us as the Light of the World. The
man blind from birth represents each one of us, who was created to know God; but
due to sin has become blind; we are in need of a new light; we are all in need of a
new light: that of faith, which Jesus has given us. Indeed, that blind man in the
Gospel, by regaining his sight, is opened to the mystery of Christ. Jesus asks him:
“Do you believe in the Son of man?”. “And who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?”,
the healed blind man replied. “You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you”.
“Lord, | believe”, [the blind man said,] and he prostrated himself before Jesus.

This episode induces us to reflect on our faith, our faith in Christ, the Son of God;
and at the same time, it also refers to Baptism, which is the first Sacrament of faith:
the Sacrament which makes us “come to the light”, by being reborn through the
water and through the Holy Spirit; as happens to the man born blind, whose eyes
are opened after being cleansed in the water of the pool of Siloam. The man born
blind and healed represents us when we do not realize that Jesus is the light; he is
“the Light of the World”, when we are looking elsewhere, when we prefer to entrust
ourselves to little lights, when we are groping in the dark. The fact that the blind
man has no name helps us to see our face reflected and our name in his story. We
too have been “illuminated” by Christ in Baptism, and thus we are called to behave
as children of the light. Acting as children of the light requires a radical change of
mind-set, a capacity to judge men and things according to another scale of values,
which comes from God. The Sacrament of Baptism, in fact, requires the choice of
living as children of the light and walking in the light. If | were to ask you: “Do you
believe that Jesus is the Son of God? Do you believe that he can change your heart?
Do you believe that he can show reality as he sees it, not as we see it? Do you
believe that he is light, that he gives us the true light?”. How would you answer?
Each of you, respond in your heart.

What does it mean to have the true light, to walk in the light? First of all it means
abandoning false lights the cold, vain light of prejudice against others, because
prejudice distorts reality and ladens us with aversion to those whom we judge
without mercy and condemn without appeal. This is our daily bread! When you
gossip about others, you do not walk in the light, you walk in shadows. Another
false light, because it is seductive and ambiguous, is that of self-interest: if we value
men and things on the basis of usefulness to us, of pleasure, of prestige, we are not
truthful in our relationships and situations If we go down this path of seeking self-
interest, we are walking in shadows.

May the Blessed Virgin, who was the first to welcome Jesus, the Light of the World,
obtain for us this grace of welcoming anew the light of faith this Lent, rediscovering
the inestimable gift of Baptism, which all of us have received. And may this new
illumination transform us in attitude and action, so that we too, beginning with our
poverty, our narrow-mindedness, may be bearers of a ray of the light of Christ.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Entrance Antiphon:

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.
Be joyful, all who were in mourning;
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

First Reading 1Sm 16:1. 6-7. 10-13

A reading from the first book of Samuel

In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed David
king of Israel.

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go.
| am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for | have
chosen myself a king among his sons.” When Samuel
arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely
the Lord’s anointed one stands there before him,” but
the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his
appearance or his height for | have rejected him; God
does not see as man sees; man looks at appearances
but the Lord looks at the heart.” Jesse presented his
seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The
Lord has not chosen these.” He then asked Jesse, ‘Are
these all the sons you have?’ He answered, ‘There is
still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the
sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we
will not sit down to eat until he comes.’” Jesse had him
sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and
pleasant bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for
this is the one.” At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed with
him from that day on.

Responsorial Psalm

Response: The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
1. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit
Response:
2. He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would | fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort.

Response:
3.  You have prepared a banquet for me
In the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing.
Response:
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow m all
the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever.

Second Reading Eph 5:8-14
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the
Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of the light
are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth.
Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, having
nothing to do with the futile works of darkness but
exposing them by contrast. The things which are done in
secret are things that people are ashamed even to speak
of; but anything exposed by the light will be illuminated
and anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it
is said: Wake up from your sleep, rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.

Gospel Acclamation Jn 8:12
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

| am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel (Shorter Version) Jn9:1-41
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

The blind man went off and washed himself and came
away with his sight restored.

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind
from birth. He spat on the ground, made a paste with
the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and
said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name
that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and
washed himself, and came away with his sight restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him
begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’
Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.” Others said, ‘No, he
only looks like him.” The man himself said, ‘l am the man.’

They brought the man who had been blind to the
Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made
the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when the
Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said,
‘He put a paste on my eyes, and | washed, and | can see.’
Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be
from God: he does not keep the sabbath.” Others said,
‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the
blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him
yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a
prophet’ replied the man.

‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a
sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And
they drove him away.

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he
found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of
Man?’ ‘Sir,” the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that |
may believe in him.’” Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him;
he is speaking to you.” The man said, ‘Lord, | believe’,
and worshipped him.

Communion Antiphon
The Lord anointed my eyes: | went, | washed,
I saw and | believed in God.



REFLECTION FOR FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither he nor
his parents sinned; it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him...l
came into the world for judgement, so that those who do not see might see, and those
who do see might become blind.” John 9: 1-41

It would seem that, whenever anything in our world goes wrong or turns out to be contrary
to our expectations, we human beings look for a reason or search for somebody or
something to blame. When a stockpile of ammonium nitrate exploded in the port area of
Beirut in August 2021, claiming more than 200 lives and levelling countless buildings,
responsibility was sheeted home to the outgoing Prime Minister of Lebanon and three
former ministers, all of whom were accused of negligence. Early this month, two trains
collided in Greece killing scores of passengers. A cause was demanded by protesters, and a
station manager was accused of telling one of the train drivers to ignore a red light. The
Minister for Transport resigned to appease the protesters. For some reason, we want the
satisfaction of knowing the causes of misadventures, accidents and human failings. In the
time of Jesus, the Jewish people attributed birth defects to the sinfulness of current family
members or ancestors. So, in today’s gospel-reading we hear the disciples asking Jesus for
the cause of the blindness of the man whom they encountered as they walked along:
“Rabbi, was it his sin or that of his parents that caused him to be born blind?”’ (John 9:2)
Were they implying that healthy babies are a reward for parents who live good and decent
lives?

That led Jesus to state categorically that God is not in the business of visiting disabilities
on anyone as a punishment for sin. He proceeded to explain that God’s love can be
revealed to us and to our world through people who meet with misadventure and carry
disability, and that love is also reflected in the kindness of those who care for them.

What follows is a declaration by Jesus identifying himself as “the light of the world” sent
by God to enlighten a world whose people live in darkness because of ignorance,
insensitivity to the prejudice that blinds them, or deliberate choice.




When people allow themselves to see the truth of realities they witness, they sometimes
have to let go of opinions that are hard-wired in their brains or allow long-held prejudices
to evaporate. Such demands call for flexibiliy, open-heartedness and a willingness to grow
and develop. The Pharisees who witnessed Jesus cure the blind man could not bring
themselves to admit that Jesus might have something to offer from which even they could
benefit. Rather than admit that Jesus might be God-sent, they resorted to a range of
specious explanations to convince themselves and others that Jesus was really a fraud: He
has contravened the law of sabbath rest by setting to work and mixing soil and saliva and
daubing it on the blind man’s eyes! How can any good emanate from an action that breaks
the sabbath law? The man who sought the cure from Jesus was only pretending to be blind!

Moreover, as they had already threatened with expulsion from the synagogue anyone who
accepted Jesus as a prophet worthy of credibility, when the cured man, in his simplicity,
declared to them that a man who can cure blindness, can’t be anything but a profit, he was
discarded. In the process of all this, the Pharisees demonstrated that anyone whose actions
were a threat to their position and power would be ridiculed and discredited. We still have
among us the equivalent of “temple police”, whose approach to ritual, whose rigid
approach to religious practice seems to be distant from the compassion of Jesus. The
challenge for us is to refrain from dismissing them and, instead, to love them gently and
tolerantly into freedom and life.

There is further food for reflection in all three of today’s readings. They all have the theme
of light and seeing woven through them, as well was the way in which we can close our
eyes to both when what we see calls us to act. Samuel, categorised as a seer, had been sent
by God to find a suitable candidate from among the sons of Jesse as King to replace Saul.
Samuel was reluctant to play a role in removing a reigning king but was urged by God to
open his eyes to see that Saul was no longer worthy to hold his position on the throne. No
fewer than six times Samuel was instructed to open his eyes to Saul’s inadequacy and to
keep them open until he recognised which of Jesse’s sons was the most suitable to succeed
Saul. The message for us is that we, too, have to be prepared to open our eyes to see what
is sometimes below the surface and then to summon the courage to act on what we
eventually come to see. We have to trust in the guidance of God’s Spirit and let go of the
fear that holds us captive from doing what we know is right. Samuel eventually saw that
the least likely successor to Saul was Jesse’s youngest son David who was a mere
shepherd, with neither status nor power.

In the second of today’s readings from his letter to the Ephesians, Paul reminds us that,
with the coming of Jesus, the light of the world, what is right, good and true is now longer
hidden from our view. Our lives can now be lived in the enlightenment offered to us by
Jesus and his Gospel. We still have to open our eyes and hearts to make space for that
enlightenment.

Finally, in the gospel-reading, we are invited to look into the mirror of compassion held up
to us by the way in which Jesus reached out to the man born blind, and then rescued him
from being excluded from the community of synagogue worshippers into which he had just
qualified for entry. The irony, of course, was that by ignoring Jesus and his compassion,
those whose role was to model compassion, welcome, inclusion and acceptance, were
distancing themselves from genuine worship of God.

As disciples of Jesus, we all have a responsibility to keep our hearts, minds and eyes open,
so as to be sensitive to everyone whom we encounter, to be aware as to whom we include
and whom we lock out when we allow our prejudice, bias, bigotry or some other kind of
blindness to keep them on the outer. We have a responsibility through the way in which
we live our faith lives and practice compassion to be instruments of making visible the
works of God.




Prayer Requests
r 5

Recently Deceased: Jim McCall, Rebecca Fletcher, Maria
Cummins, Holly Burns

Please remember in your prayers
the relatives and friends of our
Parish Communities for whom
prayers have been requested:

Anniversaries: Lourdes Ampil, Penelope Vassett, Norm
& Norma Youssef, Marrou & Jenefief Philippe, Stephen
O’Grady, Joan Crowley

Our sick relatives & friends

Eileen McMullen, , Julian & Max Epondulan (Premature
twins) Mabel Yabsley, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel
Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s brother),Melba Oki, David
Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry Williams, Peter Campbell,
Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo
Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, Evan
Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis,
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba
Beani, Edward Beani, Richard Meagher and all who areiill
or struggling as a result of the Coronavirus throughout
the world.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Eucharistic Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
,‘\/{, takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes
‘%‘& Church each Friday morning prior to
"_ the 9.30am Parish Mass. Adoration
.'\(It’“f(lll\‘fl

commences at 8.50am.

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant?
F

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant

- we have low gluten (negligible) hosts
@ to enable you to receive the Body of
i Christ in Communion.
Please speak to Father or the Acolyte

before Mass. Please go to the priest celebrating Mass to
receive Communion.

Keeping You Connected

The following links will take you to the live-streaming of
Saturday evening Mass:

18th March 2023, "THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT" ....
https://youtube.com/live/biNtBbILdAWM

_—

25th March 2023, "THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT" .......
https://youtube.com/live/AtFyOp9gMLQ

Stations of the Cross
— Fridays 7.00 - 7.30pm

Would you like to walk the Way of
the Cross, this Lent?

Would you like to lead our Stations for 1
week during Lent?

NENENENENG

During Lent this year we will present a beautiful
reflection on the Stations of the Cross each Friday
evening. Each week during Lent a different member
our community leads us along the “Way of the Cross”.

According to tradition, after Jesus died, His mother,
Mary, visited the places where her Son shed His
blood. This became known as The Way of the Cross.
She meditated on His suffering and then other faithful
follower did the same. This became tradition had has
become a very powerful reminder of the Passion and
Death of our Lord, Jesus Christ — the greatest
expression of His love for us.

Why not Walk the Way of the Cross with us each
Friday night during the Lenten Season at our Lady of
Lourdes Church at 7.00pm.

Children’s Liturgy - Can you help in 2023???
Due to COVID, it has been some
time since we have offered our
Children’s Liturgy Program at Our
Lady of Lourdes.
This Liturgy is for children of
school age and is held during
9.30am Mass each Sunday, during school terms. The
children listen to the Word of God at their own level
and participate in different discussion/activities
focusing on the message of the Gospel.
With your help, we hope to re-commence our
Children’s Liturgy program very soon.

We need your help!!!

Contact: janina.starkey@gmail.com

REFLECTION DAY AT OLOL
CHURCH: THURSDAY, 23RD MARCH,

Everyone is warmly invited to our Lenten Reflection
Day

Where: OLOL Church & Parish Centre,
Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills

Presenter: Fr Chadi Ibramim is giving two
reflections

Time: Mass at 9.30am followed by
morning tea

Cost: $10, which will include morning tea
and lunch (provided by CWL)

Enquiries: Lyn 0412 689 261

Barbara 0466 608 400
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PARISH NOTES - FRIDAY MARCH 19

| hope you are continuing to reflect on Lent in our
preparation for Easter. A reminder of our Lenten
options:

LECTIO DIVINA — EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT
AFTER STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Fr Chadi invites you to join him in the practice of
Lectio Divina each Friday of Lent, at 7.45pm after
the Stations of the Cross at 7pm in St Michael’s
Church.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS at Our Lady of Lourdes

Stations of the Cross will also be held each Friday
at Our Lady of Lourdes at 7pm.

TUESDAY MORNING  REFLECTION AND
ADORATION — LENTEN CHANGE

During Lent, Fr Jessie will offer a reflection after
the 9.15am Mass which will then be followed by
Adoration and Benediction, rather than
immediate adoration.

MONDAY MORNING — SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION
GROUP

Each Monday during school term, there is a
scripture discussion group in the Crying Room
after the 9.15am Mass.

ALTAR SERVERS’ PRACTICES CONTINUES AT BOTH
CHURCHES

Altar servers practice will continue at St Michael’s each
Wednesday at 4.30pm and at Our Lady of Lourdes each
Thursday at 4.00pm. Those wishing to become servers
are asked to turn up at that time, and we would ask
parents to also be present.

MASS LINK

The Mass link for this Saturday for Fourth Sunday of
Lent — Year A and available on YOUTUBE after that is
https://youtube.com/live/biNtBbILdWM. Please copy
the link into browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from
Our Llady of Lourdes, and available for viewing
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK
links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.
Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this every
week.

Please note that we have decided to continue this
service as it meets an important need for many people
who are housebound and unable to get to Church
anymore.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Please pray for those who are preparing for the
Sacrament of Confirmation

BISHOP’S GOOD SHEPHERD APPEAL — next weekend

Support our seminarians to humbly serve our faith
community

For those who wish to contribute to the Bishop’s Good
Shepherd Appeal for the Holy Spirit Seminary and the
students preparing for the priesthood, envelopes will be
available next weekend or online at
https://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal where
you can also find further details.

POPE FRANCIS — THE PASSION FOR CATECHESIS

This week Pope Francis resumed his catechesis on The
Passion For Evangelization: The Apostolic Zeal Of The
Believer. His theme this week is “The Second Vatican
Council. 2. Being apostles in an apostolic Church.”

A summary of his catechesis is provided here.

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing
catechesis on missionary zeal, we now consider
the apostolic dimension of evangelization. In the
Creed, we profess that the Church is “apostolic”.
An “apostle” is literally one who is “sent”. In the
Scriptures, we read that Jesus chose the twelve
Apostles, called them to himself and then sent
them forth to proclaim the Gospel. After his
resurrection, he appeared to the Twelve and said:
“As the Father has sent me, so now | send you”,
breathing upon them the Holy Spirit for the
forgiveness of sins (Jn 20:21-22). Within the
diversity of ministries and charisms in the Body of
Christ, all the baptized are called and sent forth to
advance the Church’s apostolate. Those who are
ordained have received the mission of teaching,
governing and sanctifying in Jesus’ name and
authority, yet all the members of the faithful, as
sharers in the Lord’s priestly, prophetic and regal
office, are called to be missionary disciples,
“apostles in an apostolic Church”. May the
recognition of our common dignity and equality
inspire us to ever greater unity and cooperation in
proclaiming, by word and example, the good
news of our salvation in Christ.

THE DECEASED

Please also remember those for whom prayers have
been requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Ruth Austin, Peter Nassif, Mark
Norman, Lupe Tanoi

Anniversaries: Michael Yuen, Margaret Martin,
Consolacion Erana-Malinis, Evelyn Menon,
Frederick Muller, Sister Nora Hanrahan, Dominique
Pradere

Fr Wim
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PARISH SUPPORT DONATIONS
We appreciate your support, especially those who do
not yet feel comfortable returning to Church. To assist
with the proper recording for the second collection,
please include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection — for support of priests

BSB 067 950

Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the Second (envelope and loose) Collection
— for support of the Parish,

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb
aulkhambhills

¥

AUSTRALIA

TURKIYE-SYRIA
EARTHQUAKE

www.caritas.org.au/syria-turkey

~‘>"’f DONATE NOW

Arrupe - JRS Australia Foodbank
6 Weeks of Lent Campaign

The foodbank is always in need of non-perishable
items. Each week during Lent we are asking for a
donation of a different food item to donate to JRS
Foodbank.

If you are able, all we ask is that you place one or
two items in your shopping trolley when you do
your regular shop. We are continuing with this
practice as there are still many people in need of
our continued assistance and support.
Week 1 Cooking Oil Week 2: Basmati Rice
Week 3: Long life Milk Week 4: Tuna in Oil
Week 5: Pantry Essentials Week 6: Laundry Det
(Liquid pref)
There are two donation boxes at the back of the
church, one for personal items and one for food
items. The goods collected will be donated to the
Arrupe, Jesuit Refugee Service Parramatta. For
more information on this Social Justice Service see

the website: www.jrs.org.au

3l Caritas
7B AUSTRALIA

Fourth Sunday of Lent
18t & 19th March

Thu lost his leg after stepping on a
land mine in Vietnam. With the
support of the Centre for
Sustainable rural Development,
Thu can now earn extra income and
care for his wife as she recovers
from a stroke.

PROJEC

FOR ALL FUTURE GENERATIONS

Please donate to Project Compassion 2023.
You can donate through Project Compassion
donation boxes/envelopes available from your
parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-
compassion, or by calling 1800 024 413.
Together, we can help vulnerable communities
face their challenges today and build a better
tomorrow For All Future Generations.

Celebration | Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC
4t Week of Saturday Vigil
18t March 6.00pm John Cavaleri | Jane Wilks Colette Rajan Maureen Steele
Sunday Anne Mitchell,
19t March 9.30am Anthony Pope | Christine Coxall Bernie Ryall Kay Bull
5th Week of Saturday Vigil
25t March 6.00pm John Vassett Madeline Leslie Peter Watkins Nicole Whittaker
Sunday Janina Starkey,
26t March 9.30am lan Starkey Michael Guillema | Marietta Guillema | Madeleine Menasse
Palm Saturday Vigil
15t April 6.00pm John Cavaleri | Paul Lewis Jonathan Marquez | Sonia Tannous
Sunday Marlene Murrow
2" April 9.30am Anthony Pope | Bernie Ryall Angela Ryall Louise Ryall
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Altar Server Training Course

B4 N
Would you like to become an

! g' ! Altar Server?
A0
el

Girls and boys who have received the Sacrament of
1st Eucharist are invited to join the Ministry of Altar
Servers. We currently have 4 children preparing to
become Altar Servers at Our Lady of Lourdes.

Father Jessie has commenced Training so if you would
like to join this group please let us know at
Louise@parishiofbaulkhamhills.org.au

Kindergarten 2024 Enrolments

Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School is now taking
Kindergarten enrolments for 2024. Enrolment
forms can be downloaded from our website or
collected from the office. Please return the
completed enrolment forms to the school office
with all the required documentation including
originals.

New families wishing to enrol their children at Our
Lady of Lourdes Primary School are invited to
attend one of our school tour

If you would like to attend one of these tours,
please visit our school website to register
https://www.ololbhills.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-
Now/Tours-and-Events If you have any questions
please contact the office:Phone :02 8841 3700
email: ololbhills@parra.catholic.edu.au

Holy Trinity Anglican

Mobile
Community 2. Church
Pantry >

Cnr Cook St & Windsor

Rd, Baulkham Hills

Holy Trinity Anglican Church invites those in need to
attend the Mobile Community Pantry which is
available every 2" Friday from 1.30pm — 2.30pm.

Next Pantry Date is Friday 24t March.

How it works: You make a $12 contribution (EFTPOS
available) and fill a bag with groceries of your choice.

Year 6 Family Mass
Wﬁ’ This Sunday we welcome our Year *

6 families who are joining us for
¢ our Parish Family Mass. This is a wonderful
> opportunity to celebrate the many and varied gifts
- these young families bring to our faith community.

. Please bring a small plate to share and join us for ¢
. morning tea in the Parish Centre following Mass and ;
- introduce yourself to some of our young families that ¢
you may not have met previously. "

Ministry for the Easter Liturgies

Meeting of ministers — Wednesday 22" March

7.30pm

Would all those involved in ministry, in any
capacity: Acolytes, Readers, EMC’S at Our Lady of
Lourdes please advise if, and when, you are
available for Ministry over the Easter period.

This will assist us in preparing for this most
important time in the Church’s Liturgical Year,
remembering that we will need extra Readers for
the Passion which is read in parts on both Palm
Sunday and Good Friday.

There is a Ministry Sheet at the back of the
church for registering your availability for the
Easter Liturgies — please add your name to the
sheet.

2023/24 Planned Giving Envelopes

New Planned Giving Envelope Sets are available at the
back of the church. Please look for your name carefully
on the Envelope Set as some surnames double up for
different parishioners.

If you have recently changed your address or Credit Card
details, please advise the parish office so our records can
be updated.

Thank you for your generous support of the works of our
Parish through the Planned Giving

New to our Parish Community/Planned Giving?

If you are new to the Parish/School community there are
New Parishioner Registration Forms available at the back
of the church. Please complete this form and return it to
the church or the Parish office.

All funds contributed through our Planned Giving
Program remain in the Parish and are used for the
ongoing costs of running the Parish including Pastoral
needs, church supplies and the maintenance of the
buildings and grounds of Our Lady of Lourdes Church.
We appreciate any support you are able to give.


mailto:Louise@parishiofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.ololbhills.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/How-to-Enrol
https://www/
http://catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/Tours-and-Events
http://catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/Tours-and-Events
http://parra.catholic.edu.au/

Children’s Guardian Act 2019 & the Child Safe Standards

From 1 February 2023, the Children's Guardian now has power in law to
take action to ensure organisations comply with the Child Safe Standards.

From: https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-
safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement

What can each one of us do to actively demonstrate how the 10 Child Safe
Standards play a very important role in ensuring children in our Parish are
cared for and safe in our community?

Our 6 points of Safeguarding Training demonstrates that each person in
parish ministry is compliant in Standard 7. Our training also informs all
those in parish life of their role and responsibility in ensuring each of the
other Standards can be demonstrated as well.

Each Parish Ministry is very important to our faith and local community. Let
us all show this by our collective commitment to this training.

If you are still to finalise your Safeguarding Training, please take advantage
of the upcoming face to face opportunities around the Diocese. Next week
the ‘New Year’s Dash Training’ begins at: Glenbrook, Rooty Hill, Springwood
and Quakers Hill. Check with your Parish Office for dates and time. You are
welcome to register for any of these training sessions by contacting:
safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

If you would like to complete the training independently on our online
training platform you can start these modules at any time and complete
them at your own pace.

Sign up onto the platform by clicking on this link:
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au

If you have any questions about the Safeguarding Training, please email
Maria Kervin, Community Engagement and Education Officer at:
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org

Let’s get this done and show our Parishes are committed
to building safe communities!



https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement
https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-scheme/implementing-child-safe-standards/our-approach-compliance-and-enforcement
mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/
mailto:maria.kervin@parracatholic.org
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;ig In his address in Italian, the Pope continued his cycle of catechesis on The passion for ?
1§§ evangelization: the apostolic zeal of the believer, focusing on the theme: “The Second Vatican %
3§§ Council. 2. Being apostles in an apostolic Church” %
X

& -
2 , , ., ,

;§ After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to %%
1§§ every town and place where he himself intended to go.2He said to them, “The harvest is §
;é plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out ¢
;§§ laborers into his harvest. (Bible reading: Lk 10: 1-2). S
%
b

§§ Catechesis of the Holy Father §
% 9
pS

ié Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! _2
R é
R

b

§§ Let us continue the catechesis on the passion of evangelizing: not only on “evangelizing”, g
]§§ the passion for evangelizing and, in the school of Vatican Council II, let us try to understand better 9
§§ what it means to be “apostles” today. The word “apostle” reminds us of the group of the Twelve '

j§§ disciples chosen by Jesus. At times we refer to some saint, or more generally the bishops, as

;; “apostles”: they are apostles, because they go in the name of Jesus. But are we aware that being ¢
‘§§ apostles concerns every Christian? Are we aware that it concerns each one of us? Indeed, we are _2
1;% required to be apostles - that is, envoys - in a Church that, in the Creed, we profess as apostolic. é
%

& 4
% So, what does it mean to be apostles? It means being sent for a mission. The event in which the é
3 Risen Christ sends his apostles into the world, passing on to them the power he himself received S
1§§ from the Father and giving them His Spirit, is exemplary and foundational. We read in the Gospel §
ié of John: “Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me even so I send g
‘gﬁ you’. And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit™ _

8 (20:21-22). %
X

& >
g : : . . .

gg Another fundamental aspect of being an apostle is the vocation, that is, the calling. It has been thus %
;gg ever since the beginning, when the Lord Jesus “called to him those whom he desired; and they %
1;% came to him” (Mk 3:13). He constituted them as a group, attributing to them the title of “apostle”, ¢
;§§ so they would come with him and send them on their mission (cf. Mk 3:14; Mt 10:1-42). Saint %
1;% Paul, in his letters, presents himself as “Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle”, that is, an .

3 envoy (1 Cor 1:1), and again, “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle” (Rm 1:1). And %
1§§ he insists on the fact that he is “an apostle not from men nor through man, but through Jesus -
§§ Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead” (Gal 1:1); God called him from his %
jgé mother’s womb to proclaim the gospel among the nations (cf. Gal 1:15-16). §
%

% 3
]§§ The experience of the Twelve apostles and the testimony of Paul also challenges us today. They %
§§ invite us to verify our attitudes, to verify our choices, our decisions, on the basis of these fixed g
3§§ points: everything depends on a gratuitous call from God; God also chooses us for services that at %
& 4
j?é é
‘;<
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times seem to exceed our capacities or do not correspond to our expectations; the call received
as a gratuitous gift must be answered gratuitously.

The Council says: “the Christian vocation by its very nature is also a vocation to the apostolate”
(Decree Apostolicam actuositatem [AA], 2). It is a calling that is common, just as “a common
dignity [is shared] as members from their regeneration in Christ, having the same filial grace and
the same vocation to perfection; possessing in common one salvation, one hope and one
undivided charity” (Lumen gentium, 32).

It is a call that concerns both those who have received the sacrament of Orders, consecrated
persons, and all lay faithful, man or woman: it is a call to all. You, the treasure you have received
with your Christian vocation, are obliged to give it: it is the dynamic nature of the vocation, the
dynamic nature of life. It is a call that empowers them to actively and creatively perform their
apostolic task, within a Church in which “there is a diversity of ministry but a oneness of mission.
Christ conferred on the Apostles and their successors the duty of teaching, sanctifying, and ruling
in His name and power. But the laity too: all of you, the majority of you are laypeople. The laity
likewise share in the priestly, prophetic, and royal office of Christ and therefore have their own
share in the mission of the whole people of God in the Church and in the world” (44, 2).

In this framework, what does the Council mean by the collaboration of the laity with the
hierarchy? How is it meant? Is it a mere strategic adaptation to new situations as they come? Not
atall, not at all: there is something more, that exceeds the contingencies of the momentand which
maintains its own value for us too. The Church is like that, it is founded and apostolic.

Within the framework of the unity of the mission, the diversity of charisms and ministries must
not give rise, within the ecclesial body, to privileged categories: here there is not a promotion,
and when you conceive of Christian life as a promotion, that the one who is above commands all
the others because he has succeeded in climbing, this is not Christianity. This is pure paganism.
The Christian vocation is not a promotion, so as to rise, no! It is something else. It is a great thing
because, although by the will of Christ some are in an important position, perhaps, doctors,
“pastors and dispensers of mysteries on behalf of others, yet all share a true equality with regard
to the dignity and to the activity common to all the faithful for the building up of the Body of
Christ” (LG, 32). Who has more dignity in the Church: the bishop, the priest? No, we are all
Christians in the service of others. Who is more important in the Church: the religious sister or
the common person, baptized, not baptized, the child, the bishop...? They are all equal, we are
equal and one of the parties themself to be more important than the others, turning up their nose,
it is a mistake. That is not the vocation of Jesus. The vocation that Jesus gives, to everyone, but
also to those who seem to be in the highest places, is service, serving others, humbling oneself. If
you find a person who in the Church has a higher vocation and you see he is vain, say, “Poor soul”,
pray for him, because he has not understood what the vocation of God is. The vocation of God is
adoration of the Father, love for the community, and service. This is what being apostles is, this is
the witness of apostles.

The matter of equality in dignity asks us to rethink may aspects of our relations, which are
decisive for evangelization. For example, are we aware of the fact that with our words we can
undermine the dignity of people, thus ruining relationships within the Church? While we try to
engage in dialogue with the world, do we also know how to dialogue among ourselves as
believers? Or in the parish, one person goes against another, one speaks badly of another in order
to climb up further? Do we know how to listen to understand another person’s reasons, or do we
impose ourselves, perhaps even with appeasing words? To listen, to be humble, to be at the
service of others: this is serving, this is being Christian, this is being an apostle.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us not be afraid to ask these questions. Let us shun vanity, the vanity
of positions. These words can help us to confirm how we live our baptismal vocation, how we live
our way of being apostles in an apostolic Church, which is at the service of others. Thank you.




+ [+
+ WL+

HOLY LAND COMMISSARIAT
Franciscan Provincial Office
47 Victoria Street, Waverley NSW 2024, Australia
Tel: (02) 9369 9300 * Email: holyland@franciscans.org.au

To the people of the Church in Australia, for the Holy Land Collection 2023

For 800 years, the Franciscan Friars have shared the difficult lives of Christians in the countries that make up the
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land: Israel and Palestine, Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Rhodes and Cyprus.
The people of these countries face their own difficulties, but particularly Christians due to their minority status.
Among them, the friars have never ceased offering their pastoral care.

The ongoing effects of the Pandemic have created enormous challenges for the people of the Holy Land in terms
of health and a catastrophic loss of income due to the absence of pilgrims. Pilgrims are vital because they
generate income that allows the Friars and local Church to fulfil their mission of caring for the Holy Places (that
also gives work to the local people), as well as running parishes, schools and caring for orphans, refugees, the
homeless, and more.

Brothers and sisters, the Good Friday Collection of 2022 was a great improvement on 2020 and 2021 and we
thank you for this. However, as is the case in many parts of the world, the financial situation in the Holy Land
continues to be extremely challenging. In late 2021, Fr Francesco Patton OFM, the Franciscan leader of the Holy
Land Custody wrote the following which | believe is still relevant for us:

“We have not closed the sanctuaries, but tried to enhance them by intensifying our invocations in the name
of all humanity. We have made them accessible by broadcasting the celebrations to keep alive the bond
with the faithful and pilgrims. We have not stopped caring for our parishes with their faithful, whether
they are Arabic, Hebrew or Greek speaking locals, migrant workers or refugees. The liturgies, Sacraments
and Catechesis, albeit with many restrictions, have continued to nourish the lives of our people. The care
of the sick and accompaniment of the dying have continued so as not to abandon them in the face of the
pandemic. Our charitable commitments have continued to serve a population tried not only by the
pandemic, but also by the disasters of war, the cynical and cruel ‘Laws of the Market’, the absence of
social assistance, and by having to resort to begging to satisfy everyday needs or send their children to
school. We have not closed schools but continued to take care of the education of infants, children, and
young people. But all this, of course, has a cost, a large part of which is covered by the Good Friday
Collection and the generosity of the faithful from all over the world. In light of the pandemic's ongoing
effects, we friars of the Holy Land, even more than in past years, make ourselves beggars and appeal to
the generosity of your hearts.” (Patton, 2021)

Brothers and sisters, the Good Friday Holy Land Collection is extremely important, and a mission that we all can
assist with. The hope is that our Australian parishioners, Parish Priests and Bishops will again be as generous as
they have always been. Our donation is a direct way to make a difference in the lives of people who are
keeping alive the Christian presence in the land of Jesus, often in the face of great odds and in recent years,
made all the more difficult by the pandemic. On their behalf, | humbly and wholeheartedly thank you all.
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Fr Bernie Thomas OFM
Commissary of the Holy Land (Australia)

http: holylandfranciscansaustralia.org



Parish of Baulkham Hills Youth Group — Years 9-12

FASTING
FEASTING
SERVICE

Join us for a night centred around faith, food and fellowship!

PRESENTS

Who: Years 9-12 | When: 24th March 6:45pm -8:30pm
Where: Meet in the Carpark
For More Information Contact Kim: 0407 773 174
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Catholic Religious Australia and Catholic Mission extend a special invitation to you to join us in
person or online for the Mission: one heart many voices conference 2023.

one heart many voices

Join us for the sixth biennial Mission: one heart
many voices conference

3—5 May, 2023

Dear Friends in Mission,
Early bird registration has been extended to April 12!

Some of the highlights:

Meaning-making and challenging presenters ¢ Table discussions of dialogue, listening and discernment
¢ Unique conference mass and prayerful celebrations e Innovative use of music, song, theatre, art and
digital media e Opportunities to be with others, network and develop connections ¢ The
transformative power of story e Creative expressions of ideas, faith and action.


https://u27085674.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Ftj6ph2zkSD38nSYepX7u-2B0ByCTycJ-2BkW-2BEF6CBArnR2baQYN-2BA-2BQaC-2F8TIi-2FKD1FduY_Y3pBuj8JC0Ow7KCN23zXfwHLyVyKJh6JjzVKtB8DAEqrYNXEArPNgttIn1DE9upRjaDeSrkNYD5jdZzpV4baGp6wFPYm-2F18i3Xq8YHHcNWY4dRuE8u0DnXjW7dwlGYV9gu9vzESJSx-2F-2FBHxzWvQYNcHOJQ8XR-2FintkuK6HB-2FDfQwdzxel3119OhtlaQE6AigMXQvkgdznqYw0BAqrUIkiHeHN3JEPqA95D4Ohjldc9Hbv4L6D34fUEp-2FbFbcYaw0Bx1NcCNuc5qLYJeYrhr3eQJkydmtS-2BfmWQP3fz-2FJcy3duBYwuxRsXs9seAZBOTxcmN3f7Puyplp9EnfLEkhKVsizOJ441fALM2izZEqdm-2FGVKZfXMqq-2Fnz4c4DjBdO3YIxCwe8VxCKWk63XYBaKiUQsUEqQYWcUcP3eP7BHF1gqRs5MzXFeAkXnQ6iY2-2BS8v3XjHEjLOhaBHdeOwEnjRwKM7z7cBX0np6t-2F1rpRAfVyFxcOqt4X580hwlW-2FObQSPkpw9vAMSV-2BINy4z92yNAs0HthkmKKWE5eqs6pPHa-2FROO-2F-2F6wHOn8VlkAkZPcY8w56XfPrjohTq5DJH5VtKblJi7csd7gesEeNAihSr89qyhxb-2Bn8NC8nQeVT7J9VVdk8IYW6lqj4STRMxFMRbHQxnvuH9NT5FEWNIc5Pmte1J9k8JapCo6pKSw0dQg047VNxDLEIBFLO64e6U86IyKw6X76JKw6cKg2Q7gyfDkDgCERVEmxVErl4xEELvhG2AYJgZJFGzq4G85hsUVWQpXo0Jal18q6qThy-2BrqV06yt8Kay64dN-2FJwYKeZH8jZ2Ik18i19vmPJlpFhfTkF-2FO1uaUr1RfuQPDttzE0dGVIwIWFELwGDqdjwv4kdTLpnG3n-2B3m2WIEmU5EHrnIg1sMLxRycWxHGuAz4Qb2CBJPiChjdm2MM5-2FoPhg6Neyp-2FO0IZH0CjkLmFqYGYkV4GbBRLNYkJpMMhI-2FiOwuUVbz8Jc0KZabeeJHki6CvnhQduuGrSx4LhO4HKhEuB12OTxj7E-2FMol07nN2Dl8NXiHcHulJ-2Fs1Dg-3D

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY’S GOSPEL

Dear Parishioners & friends,

As we begin the season of Lent, | am pleased to announce that you are invited to practice

Lectio Divina together on Friday.

LECTIO DIVINA is a contemplative practice of reading, reflection, and prayer that has been
used for centuries to deepen our relationship with God. Each week, we will reflect on the
Sunday's Gospel and spend time reading it slowly, reflecting on its meaning, and then praying
with it. This is a wonderful opportunity to quiet our minds and hearts, and to listen to the
voice of God in our lives. | hope you will join us in this practice as we journey through Lent

together.

Our first session of Lectio Divina will be Friday 24" February, and we will meet in the Church
at 7:45 (after stations of the Cross). All are welcome to join us. | look forward to sharing this

meaningful practice with you.

Blessings, . Chavdi Qerahirm DB







The 2023 Liturgy Ritual Prayer Conference

Sunday 28 May - Tuesday 30 May 2023
St Joseph’s Conference Centre, Baulkham Hills, Sydney
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M acclaimed international, Australian and local presenters [l engaging sessions
Il live band with the latest songs for catechesis M informative Q & A panels
M concert [l music events showcasing new and emerging artists
[l digital tech and resources expo networking for mission and ministry

Limited places.
Register today!

An unforgettable event supporting:

B Staf and student spiritual formation

B Professional development

B Recontexualised Catholic identity for schools

B Post-critical belief for today’s contemporary young people

www.liturgyritualprayer.com
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Keynote speakers:

David Wells
OLALJJ OUZWPYL
International Freelance Presenter

Inspiring speaker, teacher,
catechist, author from the

Dr Jill Gowdie php gaicp

Assistant Director Catholi '
olic Educ
South Australia e

United Kingdom, with the
remarkable gift of bringing the
Gospel to life.

OYou really do have a wonderful g

_Syste;m leader in mission and
identity, innovative thinker,

st_ratggy developer in formatic
mission, Religious Education

L

of bringing the Gospel to life and sfich and culture.

a creativity in weaving in images to help us along the way i Ol fell in Io .

understanding the rather tricky thing which is our faith!Q My own experience met an unde\r/si;\gt(?_ theology, where
Heather Wishloff, challenges and the questions that life h:'?c? ot?fitr cg U hogine
St Marguerite Catholic School far. And [ think | followed where it ledO ed up to rge so
Alberta, Canada '

Supported by:

Sister Susan Dailgvm OAM
Susan has always been
passionate about drawing a
| has a keen interest in religi
| symbolism. Susan is a Lore
“ " Sister who has focussed he
i LA | ministry on the graphic and
visual arts, fashion design and silk painting.

lan Callanan

lan is one of Ireland®s leading
composers of liturgical music.
He is an accomplished Composer,

1 arranger and workshop leader. ’

: ilrz]a;l;_)s gvgn works are undoubte ly

4 ire Ireland®

musician tradition. His mus),/ic canngg ?13;?3 tsun in the

m :
an}/ varied languages throughout Europe
www.lancallanan.com .

John Burland is an internationally acclaimed Catholic music
composer, educator and speaker. His music inspires and
generations as it joyfully teaches, celebrates and proclaim$ the
message of Jesus Christ. A number of JohnOs songs fromghis
recent collections will be showcased at the conference.

www.johnburland.net

A unique encounter for religious educators, teachers, liturgists and
music ministers with a creative and practical focus on faith formation,

church engagement and the celebration of Catholic identity within
Catholic school communities.

Mob: 0412 850 883
info@liturgyritualprayer.com
www.liturgyritualprayer.com

Ve Liturgy Ritual
® Prayer
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