
YEAR A SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 19TH FEBRUARY 2023
Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed - Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  
Fr Chadi Ibrahim SDB 

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
Mr. Steven Haskins 

 

 

HOMILY OF POPE ST JOHN PAUL II 
(Translated from Italian, Excerpt) 

18 February 1990 
 

“Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect“ 

(Mt 5:48). 

 

 

 

 

1. The Sermon on the Mount, a true “code of perfection” for the disciples of the Lord 
Jesus, reaches in these words - dear brothers and sisters - its summit and its highest and 
most demanding synthesis. What is its meaning and what are the implications for life?  

Jesus asks his followers, who intend to live according to the law of the new covenant, to 
realize in their way of thinking and behaving that perfection which has its foundation and 
model in the holiness of the heavenly Father. 

God is holy, because “he is good and great in love”: in fact, he has shown himself in the 
whole history of salvation. Infinitely superior to man, he entered into human life and 
became God “with” men and “for” men: he spoke and performed marvellous deeds, to 
free them from every form of slavery and make them “his” people through the alliance. 
As the responsorial psalm reminded us, God is holy because he forgives the sins of men, 
heals them from every disease, saves their life from the pit, crowns them with grace and 
mercy. 

2. The full and definitive revelation of divine holiness is Jesus Christ, “the only saint”, on 
whom the Spirit of holiness rested; he who with his word and life has become a teacher 
and model, source and goal of all perfection. Ascended, after his death and resurrection, 
to the right hand of the Father, Jesus poured out and continues to pour out on all those 
who believe in him and form his Church the Spirit of holiness, which makes them “one” 
in him, enriches them with multiple gifts, moves them inwardly to love God with all their 
hearts and to love each other as brothers. In a word: he makes them “saints”.  

Holiness, therefore, is above all a gift, which makes us partakers of the very life of God, 
through Christ, in the communion of the Spirit. Thus, we become branches of the true 
vine which is Christ, living temples of God, abodes of the Spirit. It is a gift that must not 
be wasted, but welcomed and lived with joyful awareness, “blessing” the Lord with 
gratitude, as we do in every celebration of the Eucharist. 

3. Christian holiness, however, besides being a gift, is for Christ’s disciples a task to be 
fulfilled in everyday life, a vocation to which to give a concrete response. A vocation that 
challenges everyone without distinction, even if it can take different forms and ask 
someone for more radical commitments of service to God and to the brothers. 

The Second Vatican Council, especially in the constitution Lumen gentium (n. 39), wrote 
beautiful and very stimulating pages on this topic: “Everyone in the Church - he recalled 
- is called to holiness, according to the Apostle’s saying: Certainly, the will this is God’s, 
that you sanctify yourselves. Now this holiness in the Church is manifested and must be 
manifested in the fruits of the grace that the Spirit produces in the faithful ”. 
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SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   

O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. 
My heart will rejoice in your salvation. 
I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with 
me. 

First Reading   Lv19: 1-2 17-18 
A reading from the book of Leviticus 

You must love your neighbour, as yourself. 

The Lord spoke to Moses; he said: ‘Speak to the 
whole community of the sons of Israel and say to 
them: “Be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy. 

“You must not bear hatred for your brother in 
your heart. You must openly tell him, your 
neighbour, of his offence; this way you will not 
take a sin upon yourself. You must not exact 
vengeance, nor must you bear a grudge against 
the children of your people. You must love your 
neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord.”’ 

Responsorial Psalm 

The Lord is kind and merciful. 
1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord,  
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. (R.) 

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt,  
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion. (R.) 

3. The Lord is compassion and love,  
slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
He does not treat us according to our sins 
nor repay us according to our faults. (R.) 

4. As far as the east is from the west  
so far does he remove our sins. 
As a father has compassion on his sons, 
the Lord has pity on those who fear him. (R.) 

Second Reading   1 Cor 3: 16-23 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians 

All things are yours, but you belong to Christ and 
Christ belongs to God. 

Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple and 
that the Spirit of God was living among you? If 
anybody should destroy the temple of God, God 
will destroy him, because the temple of God is 
sacred; and you are that temple. 

Make no mistake about it: if any one of you thinks 
of himself as wise, in the ordinary sense of the 
word, then he must learn to be a fool before he 
really can be wise. Why? Because the wisdom of 
this world is foolishness to God. As scripture says: 
The Lord knows wise men’s thoughts: he knows 
how useless they are, or again: God is not 
convinced by the arguments of the wise. So there 
is nothing to boast about in anything human: Paul, 
Apollos, Cephas, the world, life and death, the 
present and the future, are all your servants; but 
you belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God. 

Gospel Acclamation   1 Jn 2:5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Whoever keeps the word of Christ, 
grows perfect in the love of God. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Mt 5:38-48 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 

Love your enemies. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it 
was said: Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. But I say 
this to you: offer the wicked man no resistance. On 
the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek, 
offer him the other as well; if a man takes you to 
law and would have your tunic, let him have your 
cloak as well. And if anyone orders you to go one 
mile, go two miles with him. Give to anyone who 
asks, and if anyone wants to borrow, do not turn 
away. 

‘You have learnt how it was said: You must love 
your neighbour and hate your enemy. But I say this 
to you: love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you; in this way you will be sons of your 
Father in heaven, for he causes his sun to rise on 
bad men as well as good, and his rain to fall on 
honest and dishonest men alike. For if you love 
those who love you, what right have you to claim 
any credit? Even the tax collectors do as much, do 
they not? And if you save your greetings for your 
brothers, are you doing anything exceptional? Even 
the pagans do as much, do they not? You must 
therefore be perfect just as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.’ 

Communion Antiphon    

I will recount all your wonders, 
I will rejoice in you and be glad, 
and sing psalms to your name, O Most High. 

 
 
 



REFLECTION FOR SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

“You have heard that it was said: ‘You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ 
But I say to you: Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you…for if you 
love only those who love you, what recompense will you have?”                                                                                    
          Matthew 5: 38-48 

 

Towards the end of his Second Letter to the Corinthians, Paul challenged the members 
of that community to do a self-evaluation of the quality of their faith: “Put yourselves to 
the test.” he wrote. “Examine yourselves to make sure you are in the faith. Do you 
believe that Jesus Christ is really in you? If not, you have failed the test.”  

(2 Corinthians 15: 5-6) 

 
Today’s gospel-reading presents us with another call to measure the quality of our discipleship. It 
comes from Jesus himself to everyone who would be his disciple, and it is given as a simple, 
unambiguous directive: “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” That’s the 
standard against which to measure our discipleship. 

 

We all know how tall an order that is. But, at the same time, we all pray the Lord’s Prayer daily, 
giving, at the very least, lip-service to the words: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.” There are probably times when we feel uncomfortable about asking God to 
forgive us in proportion to the genuineness of our forgiveness of those who have hurt us. That, of 
course, is due to the fact that, when we are insulted, abused, physically assaulted, or have our 
reputation sullied, we respond instinctively, wanting to avenge the harm done to us. Sometimes, 
we want to exact interest in our effort to settle the score. 

Today’s gospel-reading effectively says to us: “Put yourself to the test. Examine yourself to make 
sure that you really forgive those who harm you, who speak ill of you, who criticise and detest you. 

We can look for wriggle room here and rationalise ourselves into thinking that the direction from 
Jesus to go the extra mile, to give beggars double what they ask for, and to love our enemies and 
pray for those who persecute us is aspirational, something to aim for rather than an absolute 
requirement. But working to make God’s reign or kingdom real calls us to leave self-interest and 
half-hearted compliance behind. While the first reading from Leviticus prepares the way for the 
challenge Jesus puts to all who would be his disciples, it stops short and accommodates the position 
of the scribes and Pharisees who made the assumption that anyone who was not a Jew was, in fact 
an enemy. While Leviticus stated: “Take no revenge and cherish no grudge against your fellow 
countrymen. You shall love your neighbour as yourself (Leviticus 19: 18), Jesus went a big step 
further in calling for love of enemies and prayer for persecutors. It’s important to note, however, 
that the word Jesus used for love in Matthew’s Gospel is agape, a word devoid of emotional 
connection, and meaning good-will or tolerance towards one’s enemies. 

The view espoused by the scribes and Pharisees that anyone who was not a Jew was categorised as 
an enemy permeated Jewish society in the time of Jesus and, indeed, well before his time. 
Samaritans were labelled as enemies and ostracised by Jews because their way of practising religion 
was different from the Jewish way. When Jesus and his disciples ventured into territory on the other 
side of Lake Galilee, they saw themselves as going into enemy territory because the people they 
would encounter did things differently, held different views, even ate food which Jews regarded as 
defiled or contaminated or forbidden by their law. Anyone who had a different point of view on 
one or many issues was considered by the Jewish people as an enemy. The call by Jesus to reach 
out in compassion, forgiveness and reconciliation to such people was revolutionary. But working to 



establish the kingdom of God was working to include everyone, for all have been loved into life by 
God and, therefore, worthy of respect and dignity and justice. 

“Persecutors”, however, belonged to a different category. They were people intent on doing harm 
to others. They dealt in harassment, violence and causing trouble for anyone for whom they 
developed a dislike. What Jesus, then, was asking of all who would be his disciples was to reach out 
in love to all whose opinions differed on from theirs on issues those disciples regarded as important. 
In addition, he called his disciples to pray for all those people who were intent on bringing harm to 
them. 

Effectively, Jesus was challenging his disciples to love their enemies (everyone who was not a law-
abiding Jew) and pray for God’s abundant blessing on everyone who was out to do them harm. 

That challenge is directed to every one of us who have dared to be baptised into Jesus Christ. Does 
it ever occur to us to actually reach out in acceptance and love to those with whom we have argued 
and fallen out? Can we bring ourselves to pray God’s abundant blessings on the Vladimir Putins, the 
Bolsonaros, the Myanmar Juntas, the Xi Jinpings and the Bashar al-Assads of our world? An 
abundance of God’s blessings might be needed to change their hearts. Moreover, there is little to 
be gained by responding to their violence with more of the same. Mahatma Gandhi, the great Indian 
advocate for non-violence, echoed the call of Jesus when he warned that a world that insists on 
demanding an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth will end up blind and toothless. Does that 
describe the United Nations, governments that stockpile weapons of war and allow their citizens to 
arm themselves with lethal weapons for self-defence and cultures in which domestic violence is 
rife?  

Jesus, we know, practiced what he preached. He intervened at the time of his arrest when an over-
vigorous disciple drew his sword and severed an ear of the high priest’s servant. He cured the 
servant on the spot and reprimanded the aggressor. He silenced his disciples when they suggested 
that fire be called down from heaven as punishment for a group of Samaritans. He absorbed the 
cruelty of the Roman soldiers without even uttering insults or threats of retaliation. He prayed to 
God from the Cross for forgiveness for those who had crucified him.  

He reinforced his challenge to all would-be disciples by urging them to imitate the benevolence of 
God who did not play favourites, allowing sun to shine on and rain to refresh good and bad alike. 
He proceeded to add that munificence towards everyone calls for the kind of generosity that God 
displays: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” That surely was not a call for 
disciples to be flawless, to be more than human. It was a plea to reach into our depths to let loose 
a love for others similar to God’s love which knows no bounds. That’s the dream of Jesus for all of 
us.        

 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 
the relatives and friends of our 
Parish Communities for whom 
prayers have been requested: 
 

Recently Deceased: Peter Shiel, Gay Gonzo, Jodie 
Maree Gardner 

Anniversaries: Leonilda Serracino-Inglott, David Burke, 
Lionel Bertus, Jim Ryall 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Eileen McMullen, Eulalia Bare Sabater, Julian & Max 
Epondulan (Premature twins) Mabel Yabsley, Maria 
Roche, Benett Perera, Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s 
brother),Melba Oki, David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry 
Williams, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario, 
Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman, 
Michael Dawborne, Holly Burns, Evan Garcia, Brian 
Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, 
Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward 
Beani, Richard Meagher and all who are ill or struggling 
as a result of the Coronavirus throughout the world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.  Adoration 
commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant 
we have low gluten (negligible) hosts 
to enable you to receive the Body of 
Christ in Communion. 

Please speak to Father or the Acolyte before Mass. 
Please go to the priest celebrating Mass to receive 
Communion.  

The following links will take you to the live-streaming of 
Saturday evening Mass: 
 
18th February 2023, "Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time" 
........ https://youtu.be/VOGXNxnHPWI 
 
25th February 2023, "First Sunday of Lent" ...... 
https://youtu.be/axSVHLAVj9k 

 

Ash Wednesday Mass Times 

Our Lady of Lourdes   

Parish Mass:   9.30am & 7.30pm 

11.30am.         OLOL School Mass  

 St Michael’s Church– 
Parish Mass.    9.15am & 7.30pm 
12.00noon       St Michael’s School Mass 
Ashes will be distributed after the homily at 
Masses. 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY are days of 
fast and abstinence. 

The law of fast binds those who have completed 
their 18th year, until the beginning of their 60th 
year. 

The law of abstinence binds those who have 
completed their 14th year. 
 

 
OLOL Lenten Reflection Group     10.30am Friday 
We would like to, once again, offer a small group 
Lenten Reflection using the Diocese of Wollongong 
Program – TRIUMPH.  This is wonderful opportunity 
to encounter Christ as we ‘meet Him in the scriptures, 
in communal prayer and in each member of the group 
as we journey together throughout Lent. 
If you would like to meet for Lenten Reflection 
please place your name, along with your contact 
details on the list at the back of the church or 
contact Louise on 9639 8385 or email 
Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au   

https://youtu.be/VOGXNxnHPWI
https://youtu.be/axSVHLAVj9k
mailto:Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


 

PARISH NOTES - FRIDAY FEBRUARY 19 
 
A COVID SAFE PARISH  
Dear Parishioners, 
 
LENT AND ASH WEDNESDAY 
Lent begins this Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, February 22. 
The distribution of ashes will take place during these 
Masses. 

Mass Times: 
   9.15am  St Michael’s 
   9.30am  Our Lady of Lourdes 
 11.30am  Our Lady of Lourdes 
    (whole school Mass) 
 12 noon  St Michael’s  
    (whole school Mass) 
   7.30pm  St Michael’s  
   7.30pm  Our Lady of Lourdes 
    
ASH WEDNESDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY are days of fast and 
abstinence. 
• The law of fasting binds those who have completed 

their 18th year, until the beginning of their 60th year, 
i.e. only one major meal for the day. 

• The law of abstinence from meat binds those who have 
completed their fourteenth year (CCL 97, 1251-52). 

Lent is also a penitential season of prayer, self-denial and 
helping others.  In this way the whole church prepares for 
Easter with those who are to be baptised or received into 
the Church.  During Fridays in Lent you are expected to do 
some penitential act, e.g. abstaining from meat is one of the 
options, as is attending Mass, donating to Project 
Compassion. 

Please pick up Project Compassion boxes or envelopes. 

The Maronite Community are advised that Ash Monday 
services will be held at 5pm and 7.30pm on Monday, 20 
February at St Michael’s Church. 
 
LECTIO DIVINA – EVERY FRIDAY DURING LENT AFTER 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Fr Chadi Ibrahim invites everyone to join in the practice as 
we journey through Lent together. The first session of 
Lection Divina will be Friday 24th February in St Michael’s 
Church at 7:45pm. 
  

APPEAL FOR SYRIA AND TURKEY EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 
This weekend we will hold a special collection for the 
victims of the earthquake which will be distributed by the 
Salesian Province of the Middle East, of which Fr Chadi is a 
member.  
 
Please donate to help rebuild the lives of Syrian earthquake 
via this link or scan the QR code. Choose Biller Code in the 
drop-down box: 1681337 – Special Collections and 
complete details. 
 
 

 
CO-ORDINATOR/ORGANISERS OF CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Children’s liturgy during the 10am Mass at St Michael’s and 
9.30am Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes is currently 
suspended, while we try to find some people who are 
willing to co-ordinate or be involved in this important 
ministry. We have three names at the moment but need 
more. 

This involves leading the Children to either the Parish 
Meeting Rooms or the Downey Room and helping make the 
Gospel of the day meaningful for them. We do have access 
to programs which will make this easier for you.  

In the meantime, we will provide worksheets based on the 
scriptures of the Sunday which children can take home with 
them. 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for Seventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time – Year A (Sat 6pm) and available on 
YOUTUBE after that is https://youtu.be/VOGXNxnHPWI.  
Please copy the link into browser if it does not 
immediately work. 
  
Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our 
Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via 
the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of 
Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian 
for your help with this every week. 
 
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
Registration for the Sacrament of Confirmation at both 
St Michael’s and Our Lady of Lourdes begins this 
weekend and must be completed by Friday, 3rd March. 
 
 A Compulsory Parents’ Information 
evening will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 
6 March at St Michael’s and Our Lady of 
Lourdes, and at 7.30pm Tuesday 7 March 
at St Michael’s.  
 
The registration link is 
https://forms.gle/HB9MhCVrmyURnfAcA or scan the 
QR code for further information.  
  
THE DECEASED 
 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
  

Recently deceased: Fr Emad Dahar, Antoin Khoury 
  

Anniversaries: Joseph & Najla Antoun, John Carollo, 
Kevin Hore, Marie & Joe Shahady, Richard Tarlinton, 
Gavin Wongkee 
  
Fr Wim 
  

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://youtu.be/VOGXNxnHPWI
https://forms.gle/HB9MhCVrmyURnfAcA


 
Children’s	Liturgy		 

- Can you help in 2023??? 
Due to COVID, it has been some 
time since we have offered our 
Children’s Liturgy Program at Our 
Lady of Lourdes.  
This Liturgy is for children of 
school age and is held during 

9.30am Mass each Sunday, during school terms. The 
children listen to the Word of God at their own level 
and participate in different discussion/activities 
focusing on the message of the Gospel. 
With your help, we hope to re-commence our 
Children’s Liturgy program very soon. 

We need your help!!! 
Contact the Parish Office on 9639 8385 or email 
olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
Registration Now Open 

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit in the 
Sacrament of Confirmation will be 
conferred on the children of Our Lady 
of	Lourdes	&	St	Michael’s	in	June this 

year. Children aged 10-11 years (Year 5/6 and 
above) who have received the Sacrament of 
Eucharist are eligible to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  Children must be at least 10½ at time 
of celebration of the Sacrament. We invite you to 
Register your child for this Sacrament through the 
online Registration Form.  
The link for online registration has been sent 
through the schools this week with Registration 
now open from 17th February – 3rd March. The link 
will also be in our parish Bulletins next weekend. 
The registration link is 
https://forms.gle/HB9MhCVrmyURnfAcA or scan 
the QR code for further information.  
 

 

 SUPPORT DONATIONS 
Although the collections are now back, we 
appreciate your support, especially those 
who do not yet feel comfortable returning to 
Church.  To assist with the proper recording 
for the second collection, please include your 
envelope number if you have one. 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishb
aulkhamhills  

 
Stations of the Cross – Fridays 7.00pm 

 

During Lent this year we will present the 
Stations of the Cross each Friday evening.  
Each week during Lent a different 

member of the parish community will lead us along the 
Way of the Cross.  The Way of the Cross will be prepared 
in advance.  

We would love some more leaders for our Stations. 

If you would like to lead one of these liturgies please 
contact the Parish Office on 9639 8385 or 
Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

  

   

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 
7th Sunday 
in Ord time 18th February 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Cavaleri Peter Watkins Paul Lewis Maureen Steele 

 19th February 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Chris Luther Christine Coxall 

Anne Mitchell,  
Louise Ryall 

Ash 
Wednesday 22nd February 9.30am Jim Keating Nicole Christoy Madeline Leslie 

Volunteer  
(if required) 

Ash 
Wednesday 22nd February 7.30pm  Lourdes Subijano  

Volunteer  
(If required) 

1st Sunday 
of Lent 25th February  

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Vassett Jane Wilks Lourdes Subijano Nicole Whittaker  

 26th February 
Sunday 
9.30am 

Anthony 
Pope Marietta Guillema Michael Guillema 

Janina Starkey,  
Kay Bull 

mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://forms.gle/HB9MhCVrmyURnfAcA
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
mailto:Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


 
Children’s Rosary Movement  

A group of children and their parents 
meet each Monday at 3.30pm in Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church to continue the 
practice of praying the Rosary. As the 
children and their parents gather, they 

focus on the intentions of their families and the 
wider Parish community praying this beautiful prayer 
for the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, at 
Our Lady of Lourdes.  
Prayers of Petition and Thanksgiving to Our Lady can be 
placed in in the Petition Box that is located at the back 
of the church and the children will pray for these 
intentions each time they meet.  

Enquiries: Anitamolina@hotmail.com   

 
Mission: Change their lives ... and yours. 

Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking 
Australians from a variety of professions and trades 
to share their skills with those who have less 
opportunity to develop their talents. 

Explore 35 positions by scanning the QR code below. 
On our website you can also see news including 
stories from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, 
Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand. 

Please enquire further about potential assignments 
for you or someone you know: 

Phone: 02 9560 5333 or 0422 472 567.  

Web: www.palms.org.au  
 

 
Christmas Hamper Feedback and Morning Tea 

Following an outstanding effort from the whole 
Community we will, this weekend at both masses, 
share with you the outcome of the 2022 Our Lady of 
Lourdes Christmas Hamper Drive. 

In appreciation for all the effort from the 
Community, the OLOL St Vincent de Paul Conference 
will sponsor morning tea after Mass on Sunday, 19th 
February, and invite everyone to come along and 
meet our full conference team and share in the 
wonderful experiences that we have encountered 
through involvement in the OLOL Christmas Hamper 
Drive.  

We look forward to seeing you then. 

OLOL Pastoral Group Initiative – Arrupe 

 ~ Jesuit Refugee Service  

Thank you to those who continue to provide regularly 
for this cause by placing one or two items in the boxes 
provided at the back of our church. 
This is a Pastoral initiative of Our Lady of Lourdes, and 
we are still collecting Personal Hygiene items such 
toiletries, toothbrushes, sanitary pads, nappies and 
other items that may assist those who have come as 
refugees and asylum seekers, to make their home in 
Australia.  

Arrupe Foodbank 

The foodbank is always in need of non-
perishable items. All we ask is that you place 
one or two items in your shopping trolley 
when you do your regular shop. We are 
continuing with this practice as there are still 

many people in need of our continued assistance and 
support. 
 Basmati Rice   Tinned Tomatoes  
 Tuna in Oil   Long Life Milk 
 Cooking Oil   Pasta or Spaghetti 

  
  
  
  

 Please take home a Project 
Compassion box or set of donation 
envelopes to support Caritas 
Australia this Lenten season and 
help support vulnerable people 
around the world, now and For All 
Future Generations.

http://www.palms.org.au/


Sacrament of Confirmation 2023  
 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

 

 

The 2023 Sacramental Program for the Parish of Baulkham Hills has been organised so 
that both St Michael's and Our Lady of Lourdes communities will be celebrating each 
sacrament around the same time. 

The first of the sacraments for this year is the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
scheduled for the week of May 8 to 12. 

As with all programs we invite you to register your child/ren via this online registration form and to 
nominate the Church where you wish your child/ren to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation is available to all children of the Parish (both churches) who are 
10/11 years of age or older and who have received the Sacraments of Penance and Eucharist. Children 
must be at least 10½ (usually Year 5/6) at the time of the celebration of the Sacrament. 
 
Please complete this form to enrol in the Confirmation Program for 2023. If you have more than 
one child enrolling in the Program, one form is required for each participating child. 

Enrolment registrations open this Friday 17th February and need to be completed by Friday 3rd  
March. 

The program this year will again involve a compulsory parent information evening followed by 4 
weeks of working with your child at home using the Child's workbook and notes provided by the 
Parish. 

The compulsory parent information evening will involve a brief understanding of the Sacrament, 
various details associated with the practicalities of the Sacrament. You will also pick up the child's 
workbook. 

The Parents Information Evening will be held  

• at St Michaels: Monday 6 March and Tuesday 7 March at 7.30pm in the Church 

• at Our Lady of Lourdes Monday 6 March at 7.30pm in the OLOL Learning Centre 

Please attend the meeting at the church at which you wish your child to receive the Sacrament.   

The celebration of the Sacrament will take place at Our Lady of Lourdes Church on Wednesday 10th 
May and Thursday 11th May at 7.00pm.  Further details will be provided later. 

The celebration of the Sacrament will take place at St Michael's Church on Monday 8th May, 
Tuesday 9th May and Friday 12th May at 7.00pm. Further details will be provided later. 

Should you have any questions please email sacspobh@gmail.com 
 
Link + QR Code for Online Registration 

Use either the link or the QR Code below to access the Registration Form 

https://forms.gle/HB9MhCVrmyURnfAcA  

 

mailto:sacspobh@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/HB9MhCVrmyURnfAcA
https://forms.gle/HB9MhCVrmyURnfAcA


 







 

 

 
POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION 

In his address in Italian the Pope resumed his cycle of catechesis on The passion 
for evangelization: the apostolic zeal of the believer, focusing on the theme: 
“The first apostolate” (Bible reading: Mt 10:7-10, 16). 

After summarizing his catechesis in various languages, the Holy Father 
addressed special greetings to the faithful present. 

The General Audience concluded with the recitation of the Pater Noster and the apostolic blessing. 

 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 

We continue our catechesis; the theme we have chosen is “The passion of evangelizing, apostolic zeal.” 
Because evangelizing is not saying, ‘Look, blah, blah, blah’ and nothing more. There is a passion that 
involves everything: the mind, the heart, the hands, going out… everything, the whole person is involved 
with this proclamation of the Gospel, and for this reason we talk about the passion for evangelizing. After 
having seen in Jesus the model and the master of proclamation, we turn today to the first disciples, to 
what the disciples did. The Gospel says that Jesus “appointed twelve, to be with Him, and to be sent out 
to preach” (Mk 3:14), two things: to be with him and to send them to preach. There is one aspect that 
seems contradictory: He called them to be with Him and to go and preach. One would say: either one or 
the other, either stay or go. But no: for Jesus there is no going without staying and there is no staying 
without going. It is not easy to understand this, but that’s the way it is. Let us try to understand a little bit 
what is the sense in which Jesus says these things. 

First of all, there is no going without staying: before sending the disciples on mission, Christ—the Gospel 
says—“calls them to Himself” (cf. Mt 10:1). The proclamation is born from the encounter with the Lord; 
every Christian activity, especially the mission, begins from there. Not from what is learnt in an academy. 
No, no! It begins from the encounter with the Lord. Witnessing Him, in fact, means radiating Him; but, if 
we do not receive His light, we will be extinguished; if we do not spend time with Him, we will bear 
ourselves instead of Him—I am bringing myself and not Him—and it will all be in vain. So only the person 
who remains with Him can bring the Gospel of Jesus. Someone who does not remain with Him cannot 
bear the Gospel. He will bring ideas, but not the Gospel. Equally, however, there is no staying without 
going. In fact, following Christ is not an inward looking fact: without proclamation, without service, 
without mission, the relationship with Jesus does not grow. We note that in the Gospel the Lord sends 
the disciples before having completed their preparation: shortly after having called them, He is already 
sending them! This means that the mission experience is part of Christian formation. Let us then recall 
these two constitutive moments for every disciple: staying with Jesus and going forth, sent by Jesus. 

Having called the disciples to Himself and before sending them, Christ addresses a discourse to them, 
known as the ‘missionary discourse’—this is what it is called in the Gospel. It is found in chapter 10 of 
Matthew’s Gospel and is like the ‘constitution’ of the proclamation. From that discourse, which I 
recommend you read today—it is only one page in the Gospel—I draw out three 
aspects: why proclaim, what to proclaim and how to proclaim. 

Why to proclaim: The motivation lies in a few words of Jesus, which it is good for us to remember: “Freely 
you have received, freely give” (v. 8). They are just a few words. But why proclaim? Because I have 
received freely, and I should give freely. The proclamation does not begin from us, but from the beauty of 
what we have received for free, without merit: meeting Jesus, knowing Him, discovering that we are loved 
and saved. It is such a great gift that we cannot keep it to ourselves, we feel the need to spread it; but in 
the same style, right? That is, in gratuitousness. In other words: we have a gift, so we are called to make 
a gift of ourselves; we have received a gift and our vocation is to make a gift of ourselves to others; there 
is in us the joy of being children of God, it must be shared with our brothers and sisters who do not yet 
know it! This is the reason for the proclamation. Going forth and bringing the joy of what we have 
received. 



 

 

 

Second: What, then, to proclaim? Jesus says: “Preach as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.’” (v. 7). This is what must be said, first and foremost: God is near. So, never forget this: God has 
always been close to the people. He said it to the people Himself: He said, “Look, what God is as close to 
the nations as I am to you?” This closeness is one of the most important things about God. There are three 
important things: closeness, mercy, and tenderness. Don’t forget that. Who is God? The One Who is Close, 
the One Who is Tender, the One Who is Merciful. This is the reality of God. We, in preaching, often urge 
people to do something, and that is fine; but let’s not forget that the main message is that He is near: 
closeness, mercy, and tenderness. Accepting God’s love is more difficult because we always want to be in 
the centre, we want to be protagonists, we are more inclined to do than to let ourselves be moulded, to 
speak than to listen. But, if what we do comes first, we will still be the protagonists. Instead, the 
proclamation must give primacy to God: to give the primacy to God, the first place to God, and to give to 
others the opportunity to welcome Him, to realise that He is near. And me in the background. 

The third point: how to proclaim. This is the aspect Jesus dwells on most: how to proclaim, what is the 
method, what should be the language for proclaiming; it’s significant: He tells us that the manner, the 
style is essential in witnessing. Witnessing does not just involve the mind and saying something, the 
concepts. No. It involves everything, mind, heart, hands, everything, the three languages of the person: 
the language of thought, the language of affection, and the language of work. The three languages. One 
cannot evangelise only with the mind or only with the heart or only with the hands. Everything is involved. 
And, in style, the important thing is testimony, as Jesus wants us to do. He says this: “I send you out as 
sheep among wolves” (v. 16). He does not ask us to be able to face the wolves, that is, to be able to argue, 
to offer counter arguments, and to defend ourselves. No, no. We might think like this: let us become 
relevant, numerous, prestigious, and the world will listen to us and respect us and we will defeat the 
wolves. No, it’s not like that. No, I send you out as sheep, as lambs. This is important. If you don’t want to 
be sheep, the Lord will not defend you from the wolves. Deal with it as best you can. But if you are sheep, 
rest assured that the Lord will defend you from the wolves. Be humble. He asks us to be like this, to be 
meek and with the will to be innocent, to be disposed to sacrifice; this is what the lamb represents: 
meekness, innocence, dedication, tenderness. And He, the Shepherd, will recognise His lambs and protect 
them from the wolves. On the other hand, lambs disguised as wolves are unmasked and torn to pieces. A 
Church Father wrote: ‘As long as we are lambs, we will conquer, and even if we are surrounded by many 
wolves, we will overcome them. But if we become wolves—‘Ah, how clever, look, I feel good about 
myself’—we will be defeated, because we will be deprived of the shepherd’s help. He does not shepherd 
wolves, but lambs’ (St John Chrysostom, Homily 33 on the Gospel of Matthew). If I want to be the Lord’s, 
I have to allow Him to be my shepherd; and He is not the shepherd of wolves, He is the shepherd of lambs, 
meek, humble, kind as the Lord is. 

Still on the subject of how to proclaim, it is striking that Jesus, instead of prescribing what to bring on a 
mission, says what not to bring. At times, one sees some apostles, some person who relocates, some 
Christian that says he is an apostle and has given his life to the Lord, and he is carrying a lot of luggage. 
But this is not of the Lord. The Lord makes you lighten your load. “Take no gold, nor silver, nor copper in 
your belts, no bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor a staff” (vv. 9—10). Don’t take 
anything. He says not to lean on material certainties, but to go into the world without worldliness. That is 
to say, I am going into the world, not with the style of the world, not with the world’s values, not with 
wordliness—for the Church, falling into worldliness is the worst thing that can happen. I go forth with 
simplicity. This is how one should proclaim: by showing Jesus rather than talking about Jesus. And how do 
we show Jesus? With our witness. And finally, by going together, in community: the Lord sends all the 
disciples, but no one goes alone. The apostolic Church is completely missionary and in the mission it finds 
its unity. So: going forth, meek and good as lambs, without worldliness, and going together. Here is the 
key to the proclamation, this is the key to success in evangelization. Let us accept these invitations from 
Jesus: may His words be our point of reference. 

 



 
  
 

 
 

Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

  

 

 

 

MET FAITHLIFE SCRIPTURE COURSE: STARTING 
THURSDAY 23 FEBRUARY  

Want to learn more about the Bible?  

Sign up for the FaithLIFE 3-night short course on 
Scripture with Dr Michele Connolly rsj, brought to you 
by the Mission Enhancement Team (MET). 6:30PM to 
8:30PM on three Thursdays:  

 23 February,  
 2 March and  
 9 March.  

Downstairs at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 
Marion Street, Blacktown.  

RSVP via https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/  

Positions Vacant:   

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment  

 
Diocesan Lenten Reflection  

Looking for a Scripture reflection 
session on the season of Lent? 
You are most welcome to attend 
the 2023 Diocesan Lenten 
Scripture Reflection Night with 
Dr Laurie Woods.  
 

Date: Tuesday 21 February 
Time: 6:30pm to 8:30pm  
Venue: Downstairs @ Bishop Bede Heather Centre: 
 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown NSW 2148.  
RSVP via https://pfparra.org.au/lent2023/ 

MET – Worship Celebrating Holy Week Seminar: 4 
March  

The MET - Worship team is organising a seminar for 
acolytes and ministers at the altar (senior servers) 
in preparation for the celebration of Holy Week. 
Presented by liturgist Chris Ohlsen, the session will 
be held on Saturday 4 March from 9.30am to 3pm 
at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion St 
Blacktown. Refreshments and lunch will be 
provided. To RSVP by 28 February, please contact 
mary.gale@parracatholic.org or phone (02) 8838 
3456.  

 

MET Worship Music for Pascal Triduum 
Workshop: 7 March   

Musicians and liturgy planners are invited to 
attend an evening exploring music for the Pascal 
Triduum Tuesday 7 March from 7pm to 9pm at 
the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. The 
session will be presented by Eric Grella, Music 
Formation Facilitator, MET, and Assistant Music 
Director at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta.  

To RSVP by 2 March, please contact 
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org or call 0460 
037 795.  

MET – Worship Celebrating Holy Week Seminar: 
4 March  
The MET - Worship team are organising a seminar 
for acolytes and ministers at the altar (senior 
servers) in preparation for the celebration of Holy 
Week. Presented by liturgist Chris Ohlsen, the 
session will be held on Saturday 4 March from 
9.30am to 3pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 
1-5 Marion St Blacktown. Refreshments and lunch 
will be provided. To RSVP by 28 February, please 
contact mary.gale@parracatholic.org or phone (02) 
8838 3456. 

Marriage Preparation Courses in 2023 
Getting married in 2023?  
Let the Diocese of Parramatta help you prepare. 
Visit www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view 
weekend course dates in the New Year, to book 
and pay. An online preparation 
called SmartLoving can also be booked via the 
website. For more information, email 
met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0403 
305 431 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.  

Soul Food Podcast – Pastoral Formation  
Do you find life & faith inspiration by listening to 
the experiences of others?  
Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast features 
life & faith stories of people from our diocesan 
family. Listen now for FREE via our website or on 
Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/  

Positions Vacant:  

 Parish Office Administration Assistant – St 
Thomas Aquinas Parish, Springwood.   

 Policy Coordinator – Diocese of 
Parramatta – Applications close 10pm 
Monday 20 February 

 People and Culture Adviser – Diocese of 
Parramatta – Applications close 10pm 
Monday 20 February  

More details at: parracatholic.org/employment  

’
 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

 
Our Week 

 

Tuesday 14 February 
Memorial — Sts Cyril and Methodius 

CONSIDER BECOMING A FLOWER 
MINISTRY VOLUNTEER? 
Have you ever seen the lovely 
flowers in St Michael’s Church and 
thought “I wish I could do that”? – 
Well now is your chance to help in decorating our gorgeous 
church! All you have to do is love flowers and enjoy sharing 
their beauty with everyone in this sacred and special place in 
St Michael’s.  
If you are interested or need more information please contact 
Dorcas Maglalang on 0421 335 168.  

ST MICHAEL'S MEN'S CHOIR  
invites new participants to join us.  
No experience necessary and no 
audition required!  
For further information please contact 
Patrick Eustace on 0417 682 362 or 
Lise Rider on 0412 125 821.  

MET FAITHLIFE SCRIPTURE COURSE: 
STARTING THURSDAY 23 FEBRUARY  
Want to learn more about the Bible? 
Sign up for the FaithLIFE 3-night short 
course on Scripture with Dr Michele 
Connolly rsj, brought to you by the 
Mission Enhancement Team (MET). 6:30PM to 8:30PM on 
three Thursdays: 23 February, 2 March and 9 March. 
Downstairs at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion 
Street, Blacktown. RSVP via https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/  

’

In Memory of:  
Brian Geoffrey Chadwick (pilot),  
Louis Rowan, Sidney Elwyn Saville, 

Valerie Gay Saville and Darrell Stanley Shiels, 
who died on 12th February 1962 when their 
plane was lost without trace while on a scenic 
flight from Christchurch to Milford Sound (N.Z.) 

MET LENTEN SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 
NIGHT: TUESDAY 21 FEBRUARY  
Looking for a Scripture reflection session on 
the season of Lent? You and your key 
contacts are most welcome to attend the 
2023 Diocesan Lenten Scripture Reflection 

Night with Dr Laurie Woods. Tuesday 21 February – 6:30PM 
to 8:30PM.  
Downstairs at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion 
Street, Blacktown. RSVP via https://pfparra.org.au/lent2023   STAY FOR A CUPPA! 

Our next morning tea hosted by the Alpha team 
will be SUNDAY 19th FEBRUARY after 10am 
mass.  We’d love you to stay and have a chat, 
while the kids play on the grass outside.   
 

Morning tea will be served at the side entrance of the church.  
 

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  
ALL ARE WELCOME 
 
Can I help too? Yes you can!  

Click on the QR code to sign up or email Emma 
Baker alphateam2153@gmail.com 

https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/
http://parracatholic.org/employment
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpfparra.org.au%2Flent2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csecretary%40john23rd.org.au%7Cb8ba73fb0da04fb1228e08db001e0dcf%7C081372017d494e1895ece1e6a8b1f23c%7C0%7C0%7C638103901356858397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FcfrUPo2I1vOhPTV%2BTa20R1S6PYmfBcG4u9umjqUWk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/
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