
YEAR A SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 15TH JANUARY 2023
Parish Information 

St Michael’s Church 
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm,  
Sunday 8.00am, 10.00am, & 6.00pm 
Weekday Masses 
Monday ~ Friday 9.15am 
Saturday 9.00am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am  

Weekday Masses 
Wed - Friday 9.30am 

Adoration of Blessed Eucharist 
Friday 8.50am  
Prior to 9.30am Mass 

1st Friday of Month 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

Reconciliation – OLOL 
Saturday 5.00-5.30pm 

Reconciliation – St Michael’s 
Saturday 9.30-10.30am 
Saturday 4.45-5.15pm 

Baptism 
By Appointment 
4th Saturday of the month at 11.15am 

Our Lady of Lourdes Office  
 
Mon/Tues     1.30pm – 4.30pm 
Wed – Fri       9.30am – 4.30pm 

Parish Priest 
Fr Wim Hoekstra 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jessie Balorio  
Fr Andrew Rooney 

Deacons:   
Rev. Roque Dias 

Parish Secretary 
Louise Ryall 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School 
Principal 
 
Mr. Steven Haskins 

HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS  
~ 19 January 2014  

This passage from the Gospel is beautiful. John was 
baptizing; and Jesus, who had been baptized prior 
to this — some days before — was coming towards 
him and came before John. And John felt the power 
of the Holy Spirit within him to bear witness to 
Jesus. Looking at him, and looking at the people 
around Him, he said: “Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world”. And he bore 
witness to Jesus: this is Jesus, this is the One who 
has come to save us; this is the One who will give 
us the power of hope.  
Jesus is called the Lamb: He is the Lamb who takes 
away the sin of the world. Someone might think: 
but how can a lamb, which is so weak, a weak little 

lamb, how can it take away so many sins, so much wickedness? With Love. With his 
meekness. Jesus never ceased being a lamb: meek, good, full of love, close to the 
little ones, close to the poor. He was there, among the people, healing everyone, 
teaching, praying. Jesus, so weak, like a lamb. However, he had the strength to take 
all our sins upon himself, all of them. “But, Father, you don’t know my life: I have a 
sin that..., I can’t even carry it with a truck...”. Many times, when we examine our 
conscience, we find some there that are truly bad! But he carries them. He came for 
this: to forgive, to make peace in the world, but first in the heart. Perhaps each one 
of us feels troubled in his heart, perhaps he experiences darkness in his heart, 
perhaps he feels a little sad over a fault.... He has come to take away all of this, He 
gives us peace, he forgives everything. “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
sin”: he takes away sin, it’s root and all! This is salvation Jesus brings about by his 
love and his meekness. And in listening to what John the Baptist says, who bears 
witness to Jesus as the Saviour, our confidence in Jesus should grow. Many times 
we trust a doctor: it is good, because the doctor is there to cure us; we trust in a 
person: brothers and sisters can help us. It is good to have this human trust among 
ourselves. But we forget about trust in the Lord: this is the key to success in life. 
Trust in the Lord, let us trust in the Lord! “Lord, look at my life: I’m in the dark, I have 
this struggle, I have this sin...”; everything we have: “Look at this: I trust in you!”. 
And this is a risk we must take: to trust in Him, and H  e never disappoints. Never, 
never! Listen carefully, young people, who are just beginning life now: Jesus never 
disappoints. Never. This is the testimony of John: Jesus, the good One, the meek 
One, will end as a lamb, who is slain. Without crying out. He came to save us, to take 
away sin. Mine, yours and that of the whole world: all of it, all of it.   
And now I invite you to do something: let us close our eyes, let us imagine the scene 
on the banks of the river, John as he is baptizing and Jesus who is approaching. And 
let us listen to John’s voice: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world”. Let us watch Jesus and in silence, each one of us, say something to Jesus 
from his heart. In silence. (Pause for silence).  
May the Lord Jesus, who is meek, who is good — he is a lamb — who came to take 
away sin, accompany us on the path of our life. So be it. 
  

   Catholic Parish of Baulkham Hills 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

1 Canyon Rd Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 
Telephone 02 9639 8385 ▪ olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au   

▪ www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon:   
All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, 
and shall sing to you, 
shall sing to your name, O Most High! 

First Reading    Is 49:3.5-6 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I will make you the light of the nations so that my 
salvation may reach to the ends of the earth. 

The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, 
in whom I shall be glorified’; 
I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, 
my God was my strength. 
And now the Lord has spoken, 
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
to gather Israel to him: 
‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, 
to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the 
survivors of Israel; 
I will make you the light of the nations 
so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’ 

Responsorial Psalm 
Response:  Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. 
1.  I waited, I waited for the Lord  
  and he stooped down to me; 
  he heard my cry. 
  He put a new song into my mouth, 
  praise of our God. 
Response:  Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. 
2.  You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,  
 but an open ear. 
 You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
 Instead, here am I.  
Response:  Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. 
3.   In the scroll of the book it stands written  
 that I should do your will. 
 My God, I delight in your law 
 in the depth of my heart.  
Response:  Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. 
4. Your justice I have proclaimed  
 in the great assembly. 
 My lips I have not sealed; 
 you know it, O Lord. 
Response:  Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. 

 

 
 

Second Reading    1 Cor 1:1-3 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians 

The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. 

I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together 
with brother Sosthenes, send greetings to the church 
of God in Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ, 
who are called to take their place among all the 
saints everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for he is their Lord no less than ours. May God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and 
peace. 

Gospel Acclamation   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. 
He enabled those who accepted him 
to become the children of God. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Jn 1:29-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world. 

Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, 
there is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of 
the world. This is the one I spoke of when I said: A 
man is coming after me who ranks before me 
because he existed before me. I did not know him 
myself, and yet it was to reveal him to Israel that I 
came baptising with water.’ John also declared, ‘I 
saw the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like 
a dove and resting on him. I did not know him myself, 
but he who sent me to baptise with water had said 
to me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come 
down and rest is the one who is going to baptise with 
the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen and I am the witness 
that he is the Chosen One of God.’ 

Communion Antiphon    

You have prepared a table before me, 
and how precious is the chalice that quenches my 
thirst. 



REFLECTION FOR SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIM 
 

 

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming towards him and said: Behold the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world.”                                         John 1: 29-34  

Early in his Gospel, John the Evangelist underlined the link-role played by John the Baptist 
in connecting the First (Old) Testament with the New. The Gospel writer presented the 
Baptist as the last of a long line of Prophets to identify Jesus as the Messiah. Prominent 
among First Testament Prophets to point to Jesus as Messiah and the circumstances of 
his birth were Isaiah and Micah, who featured in the recent Advent-Christmas readings. It 
was the sight of Jesus, with God’s Spirit hovering over his head in the form of a dove, 
which confirmed for the Baptist that this man was, indeed, the long-awaited Messiah, the 
Chosen One of God. 

However, in the course of affirming Jesus as Messiah, the Baptist included the unexpected 
statement about Jesus: “I did not know him myself, and yet it was to reveal him to Israel 
that I came baptising with water” (John 1: 31). Very soon afterwards, the Baptist repeated 
his assertion: “And I myself did not know him.” (John 1: 33). The repetition of that 
statement puzzled me until I discovered that there had existed among the Jewish people 
a long-standing tradition that, when the Messiah eventually appeared, he would, for some 
time, remain hidden from people’s awareness. Supporting this is the text of John’s Gospel 
which suggests that the Baptist did not immediately see God’s Spirit hovering over Jesus. 
The Gospel writer noted that the Baptist mentioned the presence of God’s Spirit hovering 
over Jesus only in the second part of his declaration.  

Also supporting the tradition of a hidden Messiah is the response Jesus gave to his cousin 
John when, on presenting himself for baptism, John asserted that it was more appropriate 
for him to be presenting himself to Jesus for baptism. That exchange between the two of 
them is recorded in the extract from Matthew’s Gospel which was proclaimed on the feast 
of the Baptism of Jesus just a few days ago: “Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be 
baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him: ‘It is I who need baptism from you’, he said, 
‘and yet you come to me!’ But Jesus replied: ’Leave it like this for the time being; it is 
fitting that we should, in this way, do all that righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave 
in to him.” (Matthew 2: 13-15)   

At the same time, the Messiah was also expected to be a powerful agent of God’s 
presence in the world. John the Baptist clearly signalled that when he referred to Jesus as 
the Lamb of God. That was no reference to the cuddly, woolly-coated lambs we might 
think of holding in our arms or feeding with a bottle of warm milk. The expression used 



by the Baptist referred to a huge lamb-like figure who would set about ridding the world 
of its sin. 

The Gospel accounts from John and Matthew of Jesus’ initiation into his public ministry 
as Messiah give us the picture of someone who was, by tradition, expected to be 
inconspicuous and, at the same time meant to be an agent of the powerful Spirit of God, 
bringing liberation and hope to a world in the grip of injustice and oppression. 

What relevance, if any, does this have for us two thousand years after Jesus appeared in 
our world as the unheralded Messiah and Christ of God? Having been born into and grown 
up in Jewish society, Jesus was influenced by traditions that had prevailed for centuries. 
That was part and parcel of the limitations that came with culture and tradition. Such 
limitations carried over into what eventually morphed into what we now call Christianity. 
Pious practice, even in the youthful days of many who read these weekly reflections, 
promoted what was called “the hidden life” and offered it as a proven way to sanctity. 
One of the models presented to us was Therese of Lisieux (commonly know as the Little 
Flower), who exemplified living without seeking notoriety but being faithful to doing the 
very ordinary things of life to perfection. Novice directors in Religious Congregations 
across the Catholic Church instructed their charges not to seek notoriety, not to express 
their gifts and talents in ways that would distinguish them as more creative, more 
intelligent or even more ambitious than their peers. Any who ventured into writing 
articles on Scripture, theology or spirituality were directed by religious superiors to refrain 
from naming themselves as the author of such articles but merely to identify themselves 
as “a Mercy Sister” or “a Christian Brother” or “a Benedictine monk”. Lay people were 
exhorted to remain locked into violent and abusive marriages in the name of fidelity. 
Obscurity, living in destructive relationships and keeping one’s talents or genius under 
wraps were seen as virtuous, being faithful to the common life or somehow giving honour 
to God who is the very source of our individual gifts and talents and who surely wants us 
to live free and to honour the gifts with which we have been blessed. Humility is about 
recognising and accepting the truth about ourselves and living it responsibly, not about 
pretending that we are less than we really are. 

However, we might need to readjust our thinking here and interpret differently what was 
presented to us as “the hidden life”. The Gospel writers might instead be challenging us 
to learn to live with the fact that there will be times in our lives when our successes and 
accomplishments go without recognition, when we don’t get the credit we deserve. 
Maybe, we have to learn to acknowledge that it is painful to have to accept that our best 
efforts sometimes go unnoticed and unappreciated by those from who we expected at 
least some acknowledgement. When that happens, we can begin to question our own 
effectiveness and even lose self-confidence. 

At the very least, today’s gospel-reading gives us a hint that even Jesus had to make his 
way through the years of his public ministry not only without due recognition but with 
hostile criticism from religious leaders who flatly discredited all the good things he did. 
The only source of consolation available to him was his faith in God, and the occasional 
word of appreciation offered by his closest followers. What’s more, we all know that there 
have been times in our lives when God’s Spirit has hovered over us invisibly, yet felt 
inwardly, prompting us to act for justice or to reach out to others in compassion or 
encouragement or challenge, and the only consolation we have felt is that we have been 
faithful to the Spirit’s urgings, without anyone close to us having the slightest notion. 

Sometimes, it’s no easy thing to live with integrity, to live true to the urgings of God’s 
Spirit, especially when those close to us don’t even notice.     

 

 



 
A COVID SAFE PARISH 13TH JANUARY 2023

 
Dear Parishioners, 
  
This is Fr Andrew’s last weekend with us, and we 
thank him for his ministry in the short time he was 
with us in Baulkham Hills. 
  
We wish him all the best in his new appointment at 
Mary Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown and 
look forward to Fr Chadi Ibrahim’s arrival on 
Monday. 
  
MASS LINK 
The Mass link for this Saturday for Second Sunday 
in Ordinary Time – Year A (Sat 6pm) and available 
on YOUTUBE after that is  
 https://youtu.be/gPEosp9WOUc   Please copy the 
link into browser if it does not immediately work. 
Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm 
from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using 
FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills 
FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for 
your help with this every week. 
  
THE DECEASED 
Please remember those for whom prayers have 
been requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased: Anita Kosac, Jim Daly, 
Anthony Virgara, Felix Nazareth, Cardinal George 
Pell, Jane Sienecka 
  
Anniversaries:  Roland Tudor, Fr Paul Jacobs, 
Oswald Menezes, Fatima Fernandes, Ivan Gherm 
  
The funeral of Jim Daly will take place on Tuesday, 
17 January at 11am at St Michael’s Church, 
followed by burial at Macquarie Park. Jim’s family 
and friends are warmly invited to attend. 
 
DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA WYD23 PILGRIMAGE 
REGISTRATIONS OPEN!  
 Registration for WYD23 in Lisbon has now 
opened. Young people aged 16-35 can now view 
our itinerary, inclusions, indicative pricing, register 
and pay their $800 deposit to secure their place. 
Limited spaces still available to join our team of 
170 pilgrims with Bishop Vincent. 
Visit www.parrawyd.org  

 
NEW WEBSITE 
Please check our website. Thank you to Danny Liu, 
who has spent many hours working on this. 
Check it out at our website address, 
i.e.  https://parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au or 
via the QR code 
  
LITURGICAL MINISTRY FORMATION 
COURSES 2023  
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will 
recommence in February. This is formation for 
anyone interested in serving within the Liturgical 
Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary 
Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick 
and Dying and Ministers at the Altar. If you are 
interested or would like more information, please 
contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 
or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our 
website to download an enrolment form 
athttps://officeforworship.org.au/ 
  
We would really like to see many of our 
parishioners undertaking this course, as it will help 
us. Please consider. 
  
Fr Wim  
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
  
We really appreciate your continued support.  To 
assist with the proper recording for the second 
collection, please include your envelope number if 
you have one. 
  
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the 
priests 
                BSB        067 950  
                Account No         000004265  
                Account Name  Diocesan Clergy  
                Reference           6001 your name 
  
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) 
Collection – for support of the Parish, 
                BSB        067 950  
                Account No         000000214 
                Account Name  St Michael’s Baulkham 
Hills  
                Reference           Envelope Number or 
Your Name 
  
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this 
link https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsp
arishbaulkhamhills 

https://youtu.be/gPEosp9WOUc
https://www.parrawyd.org/
https://parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au/
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers 
the relatives and friends of our 
Parish Communities for whom 
prayers have been requested: 
 

Recently Deceased: Felix Nazareth, Cardinal George Pell 

Anniversaries: Theodorus Agus Prawiro 

Our sick relatives & friends 
Julian & Max Epondulan (Premature twins) Mabel 
Yabsley, Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel Uvero (Lourdes 
Subijano’s brother),Melba Oki, David Wadick, Peter 
Dawson, Harry Williams, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, 
Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne 
Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, Holly Burns, Evan 
Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, 
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba 
Beani, Edward Beani, Richard Meagher and all who are ill 
or struggling as a result of the Coronavirus throughout 
the world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to 
the 9.30am Parish Mass.  Adoration 
commences at 8.50am. 

Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 

If you are Coeliac or Gluten- Intolerant 
we have low gluten (negligible) hosts 
to enable you to receive the Body of 
Christ in Communion. 

Please speak to Father or the Acolyte before Mass. 
Please go to the priest celebrating Mass to receive 
Communion.  
 

The following links will take you to the live-streaming of 
Saturday evening Mass: 
 
14th January 2023, "Second Sunday in Ordinary Time " 
............ https://youtu.be/gPEosp9WOUc 
 
21st January 2023, "Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
"............ https://youtu.be/PKzV07XjDgo 
 
28th January 2023, "Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time " 
.......... https://youtu.be/Rcb8bnsLizw 

Faith & Formation Session for Catholic 
Healthcare Professionals: ~ 11th February 

You are invited to a faith and formation session for 
those who work and volunteer in the health care 
ministries of the Church on Saturday 11 February, 
from 9am to 10.30am at the All Saints of Africa 
Centre, 51-59 Allawah Street, Blacktown. Join us 
afterwards for the World Day of the Sick Mass at St 
Patrick’s Church Blacktown.  Please RSVP for catering 
purposes by 6 February to met@parracatholic.org  
For enquiries, please contact 
Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org  

Sr Nathalie Becquart Sydney Public 
Forum and Lecture: 3rd February 

Sr Nathalie Becquart XMCJ, the 
Vatican’s most influential female, is 
coming to Australia for a whirlwind 

tour in February 2023. Sr Nathalie will be in Sydney 
on Friday 3rd February, presenting at a public forum 
at 4.00pm and a public lecture at 7.00pm, both held 
at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Places are 
limited, so please register 
via https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/.   

  
  

 
 

A life changing opportunity for those  
considering becoming a Catholic Christian.   

The journey begins on 8th January 2023  
in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.   

If you or anyone you know is interested 
please contact Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385  

or Brad 0418 619 510 by 19 December 2022. 

Monica & Brad  

It begins with an awareness...or stirring  
in one’s heart for something more.   

It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for 
fulfilment.   

Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of 
faith, love, and justice within the community  

of the Catholic Church. 
 

https://youtu.be/gPEosp9WOUc
https://youtu.be/PKzV07XjDgo
https://youtu.be/Rcb8bnsLizw
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:Michael.Tan@parracatholic.org
https://parracatholic.org/srnathalie/


 

Liturgical Ministry 2023 
Are you interested in Parish Ministry ??? 

The following courses are once again offered by the 
Parramatta Office for Worship, for Formation in 
Liturgical Ministry.  Each component is completed 
over two Monday nights from 7.00pm to 9.00pm at 
Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion St, Blacktown. 

Your formation begins with 1 week – Introductory 
Session on 20th February.  On completion of this 
introductory week, the participant continues with the 
two-week course of choice outlined below: 

27th February Ministry of the Word – Session 1 
6th   March  Ministry of the Word – Session 2 
13th March  Extraordinary Minister of  
  Communion  
20th March  Extraordinary Minister of  
  Communion 
27th March  Communion of the Sick & Dying*  
24th April  Ministers at the Altar** 
1st May  Ministers at the Altar** 

*If you wish to complete Communion to the Sick and 
Dying you must attend Minister of Communion first. 

**If you would like to become a Minister at the Altar, 
and are new to ministry, you must attend all 8 
Sessions. 

We would love to see some new faces involved in 
our ministries. Please speak to Fr. Wim or contact 
the Parish Office if you are interested in any of these 
Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses.  
Registration Forms are available at the back of the 
church. 

 

Morning Tea ~ Welcome to the New Year 

Next Sunday, 22nd January, following 9.30am Mass, 
we will be hosting morning tea in OLOL Parish 
Centre to welcome in 2023 and give us an 
opportunity to get to know each other a little 
better. 
This would normally be held on the 3rd Sunday of 
the month but because we farewelled Fr Andrew 
last weekend, this month we will hold it on the 4th 
Sunday and we invite you join us. Come along & 
meet members of our parish community you may 
not have met before & enjoy each other’s 
company. 
Please bring a small plate to share  
 
Artes Christi 

We are delighted to announce that our 14th Annual 
Carols Festival is now available as a free video online in 
a special recording just released by EWTN.  
The video can be viewed at Youtube here or on 
Facebook here. 
This special version of the Carols was recorded at Notre 
Dame University (Sydney) and features our full 
Orchestra and Choir of over 50 musicians as well as the 
Lessons read by Donald Macdonald, Anusha 
Jebanasam and Daniel Skinner. 
.

 

  

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 
2nd Sunday in 
Ord Time 14th January 

Saturday 
Vigil Mass John Cavaleri Peter Steele Maueen Steele Grace Yee 

 15th  January 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Anne Mitchell Frangee Ampil 

Kay Bull 
Louise Ryall 

3rd Sunday in 
Ord Time 21st January  

Saturday 
Vigil 6.00pm Roland Barros Zelda Booth  Madeline Leslie Sonia Tannous 

 22nd January 
Sunday 
9.30am Volunteer Chris Luther Nicole Christoy 

Madeleine Menasse 
Louise Ryall 

Australia Day 26th January 
Thursday 
9.30am Volunteer Lourdes Subijano Volunteer Volunteer 

4th Sunday in 
Ord time 28th January 

Saturday 
Vigil 6.00pm John Cavaleri Colette Rajan Jane Wilks Nicole Whittaker 

 29th January 
Sunday 
9.30am Volunteer Marietta Guillema Michael Guillema 

Janina Starkey 
Kay Bull 

Liturgical Ministry Co-ordinator needed:   
Please note that this is the last of the Liturgical Ministry Rosters prepared by Lourdes before taking a 
well-earned rest.Are you able to assist us with the ongoing preparation of our Ministry Rosters? 
Please contact Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au if you can help. 

This Photo 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=40594360&msgid=1780248&act=KGU3&c=905878&pid=2009103&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FOVSQCBESMa0%3Ft%3D2&cf=18147&v=92d9d4ce4a6d6112176e43e9bf038e1c570817ba23ea2992b13e780ea33c43ea
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=40594360&msgid=1780248&act=KGU3&c=905878&pid=2009103&destination=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2FhF4oopOu9_%2F&cf=18147&v=586b1caed1fdc65de2d33cd8bbfc47a30155b4db3e04c21cb86fee20ba57a6c6
mailto:Louise@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.flickr.com/photos/42148897@N03/3886210222/


2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

John 1:29-34 © Creative Ministry Resources

Here is the Lamb of God

Jesus baptised his disciples with 
 the Holy Spirit. Draw yourself  

being baptised by Jesus.

John the Baptist called Jesus the Lamb of God, 
because he was the pure and spotless gift  

to God the Father. What can we do to be pure  
and spotless in the eyes of God? 

Use the code key to decipher what 
John the Baptist knew about Jesus

_ _   _ _   _ _ _
_ _ _   _ _   _ _ _



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE – Diocesan World Day of the Sick Mass:  
Saturday 11 February 2023  

 
A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, including the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick, will be held on Saturday 11 February 2023 at  
St Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.  
 
All are welcome, including those who may be sick, and those who care for 
the sick and dying and health care professionals. More information to 
come. 



PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS 
  

2023 Sacramental Programme Details  
for  

The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of Reconciliation for 
Children of Catechetical Age  

who have been baptised. 
  

St Michael’s Church - 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church - 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

  
School Term 1/2  Sacrament of Confirmation  

~ children must be 10.5 years before the celebration 
  

Online Registration :    Friday 17 February to Friday 3 March 
 Parents’ Information Evening :   Monday 6 or Tuesday 7 March 

 Celebration at St Michael’s : Monday 8, Tuesday 9, Friday 12 May at 7.00pm 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : Wednesday 10, Thursday 11 May at 7.00pm 

 
Term 3  Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Online Registration :    Friday 16 to Friday 30 June 

 Parents’ Information Evening :   Monday17 or Tuesday 18 June 

 Celebration :     Monday 21 to Friday 25 August  
       (venue, dates & times to be advised) 
  
Term 4  Sacrament of Eucharist  

~ children must be 8.5 years before the celebration 
 

Online Registration :    Friday 1 to Friday 15 September 

 Parents’ Information Evening :   Monday 18 or Tuesday 19 September 

 Celebration at St Michael’s :  

 Friday 10 November / 17 November - 7.30pm,  
 Saturday 11 November /18 November - 2.30pm 
 Sunday 12 November /19 November - 12noon and 2.30pm 
 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : 

 Friday 24 November ~ 7.30pm 
 Saturday 25 November ~ 2.30pm 
 Sunday 26 November ~ 9.30am 

  
 



Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2023 
 
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will recommence next 
year in February. This is formation for anyone interested in serving 
within the Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary 
Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 
Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested or would like more 
information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 
or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to download an 
enrolment form at https://officeforworship.org.au/  

mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
https://officeforworship.org.au/


 
New Online Course for Parish & School Music Ministers! 

 
Music is an integral part of parish and school Masses and other liturgical celebrations. 
Many volunteers and professional musicians serving in this vital ministry have never had the 
opportunity to access quality formation on the purpose, place and principles of music in liturgy.  

Ensure ALL music ministers are serving from common principles and a shared vision! 

Prepared and presented by expert professional liturgists and musicians, Liturgy Brisbane’s new course, 
Music Ministry in the Liturgy, provides sound formation and practical guidelines for choosing and 
leading the liturgical song of the People of God. 
Based in the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 

  Musicam Sacram, and Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship, course topics include: 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fully Online Multi-Modal Course 
• Brief informative videos • PDF readings & articles • Short quizzes to reinforce key concepts 
• Downloadable notes • Certificate of Completion • Study at your pace at times that suit you 

Total Course time: approx 3hrs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Shop: https://shop.liturgybrisbane.net.au/collections/other-resources 

W: www.liturgybrisbane.net.au E: liturgy@liturgybrisbane.net.au T: 07 3324 3314 

 

Þ Introduction to Liturgy 
Þ Vatican II & Liturgy 
Þ Liturgical Participation 
Þ Principles of Liturgical Ministry 
Þ Music in the Mass 
Þ Which parts do we sing? 
Þ Four Judgments for Liturgical Music 
Þ Choosing Repertoire 

 

Þ Who are the Ministers of Music? 
Þ Choirs, Cantors & Instrumentalists 
Þ Preparing Music Step-by-Step 
Þ Leading the Song of the Assembly 
Þ Music for Children & Families 
Þ Developing a Core Repertoire  
Þ Copyright for Church Music 
Þ and much more … 

Course Cost 
$25.00 per course (+ GST if applicable) 

Discounted pre-purchased multi-voucher bundles 
available for distribution to parish or school music ministers. 

          Bundle of   5 vouchers: $110.00 (+ GST if applicable) 
          Bundle of 10 vouchers: $200.00 (+ GST if applicable) 

 

New Online Course for Parish & School Music Ministers! 
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