
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Community 

 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – 28th August 2022 

PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY AUGUST 26 

A COVID SAFE PARISH  
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Parish in these difficult 
COVID and flu-like times.  
 

I hope you are continuing to keep well, and while grateful for some 
nice sunny winter days, remind you that if you are not feeling well to 
stay at home and watch the Mass via the link below. 
 
DEACON ANDREW’S ORDINATION  
Deacon Andrew will be ordained to the priesthood at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Parramatta on Friday 26 August at 7.30pm.  All are 
invited to attend this Mass or watch the livestream via bit.ly/
ARooney22.  
 

The newly ordained Fr Andrew will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving 
at St Padre Pio Church, Howell Drive, Glenmore Park on Saturday, 
27 August at 1pm. Again all are welcome. 
 

We are pleased to announce that Andrew will remain here as 
Assistant Priest. 
 
FIRST COMMUNION AT ST MICHAEL’S 
Registration for the Sacrament of First Communion at St Michael’s 
is now open. A Parents’ Information evening will be held at 7.30pm 
in St Michael’s Church on Monday 5th September and Tuesday 6th 
September. Parents are expected to attend one of those meetings. 
Please check details in the bulletin. Registration Link:  https://
forms.gle/3sZZcHWA4SnV4vje7 
 
PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS – ACTS AND DECREES – Topic 6 
As part of our concern for all to be aware of the Plenary Council 
deliberations, we are presenting the various Acts and Decrees of the 
Plenary Council for your study and perusal. Last week we provided 
the Introduction to the document. 
 

This week we provide Acts and Decrees of Topic 6: Formation And 
Leadership For Mission And Ministry  
 
PARISH UPDATE - PARISH WORKING GROUP 
The Parish Working Group representing both Parish Communities is 
currently undertaking a Discernment Process with the aim of 
making not just good decisions but inspired decisions for the Parish 
of Baulkham Hills as we move forward and develop a stronger, more 
vibrant parish, sensitive to the action of God in our lives and our 
communities. God’s desire is that we should be joyful and at peace, 
feeling that we are in the right place and moving in the right 
direction. 
 

At its meeting on Thursday, members of the group considered initial 
results from the SWOT analysis from some members of the OLOL 
Community. SWOT analysis is a technique used to identify strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats. It can identify internal and 
external factors that are favourable and unfavourable to achieving 
our vision, hopes and goals. 
 

The group decided to widen this process of consultation via a survey 
for both communities, while at the same time members of the 
working group would touch base with different groups and 
organisations in the parish via a SWOT-type analysis. 
 

We hope to have the survey available within a few weeks – initially 
via online methods. 
 

Further the group also agreed to organise a listening circle to assist 
with lingering issues related to the suppression of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish in 2014. 

The group will next meet on Thursday, September 22 at 7.30pm at 

Our Lady of Lourdes. Please pray for the group and its work. 

 

MASS LINK 

The Mass link for this Saturday for the Twenty-Second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and available on YOUTUBE after that 

https://youtu.be/MQp0f99mAwU. Please copy the link into browser 

if it does not immediately work. 
 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of 

Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the link. We are 

also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills 

FACEBOOK page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this 

every week 

 

BISHOP’S FATHERS DAY APPEAL – Weekend of 3-4 September 

Our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal for Retired and Sick Priests is 

traditionally held on Father’s Day, this year being the weekend of 

Sunday 4 September. This annual appeal raises much needed 

funds for our Diocese’s Clergy Support Foundation to continue its 

work of supporting retired clergy and those in ill-health. 
 

The Foundation cares for 21 retired clergy in our Diocese – 1 

bishop, 18 priests and 2 deacons. This year’s appeal will highlight 

the faithful service of our retired clergy, and in particular, Mons John 

Boyle, Fr Chris Dixon and Fr Bob Sheridan. 
 

With your enthusiastic support for our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal, 

our Clergy Support Foundation can better care for our 

21 retired priests and those clergy who are unwell, 

giving them comfort, professional health care, and 

guidance. 
 

Donations will be via envelopes, mail appeal, using the 

QR code and direct giving at parracatholic.org/

fathersdayappeal  

 

FOR THE DECEASED 

Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested, 

especially for: 
 

Recently deceased:   

Angelina Bonomo 
 

Anniversary: 

Sr Ellen Conway, Bernard D’Cunha, Richard Rivas, Pat Seymour, 

Marie Bastian 

 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the 

proper recording for the second collection, please include your 

envelope number if you have one. 
 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB   067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for support 

of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://

www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

https://bit.ly/ARooney22?fbclid=IwAR2IZIgcOUgXtBxhgtQJCaE3YaCQ6MQbl-wI4QyWuqfy8f1Glvvu8OiwXUg
https://bit.ly/ARooney22?fbclid=IwAR2IZIgcOUgXtBxhgtQJCaE3YaCQ6MQbl-wI4QyWuqfy8f1Glvvu8OiwXUg
https://forms.gle/3sZZcHWA4SnV4vje7
https://forms.gle/3sZZcHWA4SnV4vje7
https://youtu.be/MQp0f99mAwU
https://parracatholic.org/csf/
https://parracatholic.org/csf/
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


ACTS AND DECREES OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL – 

TOPIC 6 

 

FORMATION AND LEADERSHIP FOR MISSION AND 

MINISTRY 
 

1. Pope Francis has observed that “what we are 

experiencing is not simply an epoch of changes, but an 

epochal change . . . It entails decisions that rapidly 

transform our ways of living, of relating to one

another, of communicating and thinking, of how 

different generations relate to one another and how we 

understand and experience faith and science.” (Francis, 

“Christmas Greetings to the Roman Curia,” 21 December 

2019). This context calls for a re-assessment of the 

Church’s models of formation for leadership at all levels to 

ensure that they address the needs of the People of God, 

promote the mission of evangelisation, and strengthen 

the witness of all the baptised through personal and 

communal conversion. 
 

2. Throughout the dialogue and discernment of the Plenary 

Council, many recognised the need for appropriate 

formation and support to assist lay people in discerning 

and using their gifts wisely. The small group responses 

from the First General Assembly identified the need for a 

variety of formation opportunities for members of the 

Church from leaders of Catholic entities to parish family 

groups, from isolated parishes in the outback to 

Archdiocesan chanceries and for people in formal and 

informal roles. The formation and leadership of clergy was 

also identified as critical to the growth of dioceses and 

parishes and to future efforts at evangelisation in the wider 

community. The call for concrete action to address 

improvements in governance and leadership and 

formation for a wider range of ministries consistently 

emerged as an important priority of this Council’s 

deliberations. 
 

3. The contexts, resources and challenges of parish life and 

ministry vary markedly across this vast land. Therefore, 

formation as a deepening of our knowledge of God 

and our discipleship of Christ needs to be adapted to the 

local circumstances. Such formation requires creative

multi-dimensional, integrated and experiential models

and methods, which acknowledge the ethnic and cultural 

diversity of the Church and support the Catholic identity, 

vocation and mission of families, faith communities, 

schools, institutions and agencies. The present moment is 

complex and requires a fundamental renewal of our 

missionary energies as well as the scope and style of 

resources needed to respond to what God is asking of us 

at this time. 
 

4. Pastoral leadership requires being attentive to the voice of 

the Spirit within the Church and beyond, and must 

cultivate commitment, mutuality, and synodality within 

the whole ecclesial community. While encouraging and 

nurturing the gifts of others, the call to Christian leadership 

necessarily requires fidelity to the Gospel and a continual 

growth and renewal of our closeness to Jesus Christ. 

Through their living witness to the great virtues of faith, 

hope and love, and their proclamation of the Word, 

Christian leaders encourage the ecclesial community in 

the way of ongoing conversion which, in turn, supports and 

furthers missionary discipleship. Through appropriate and 

fruitful ecclesial formation, each of the baptised comes to 

realise their missionary identity. Each member of the 

faithful is, indeed, a mission, called to bring fullness of 

life, blessing and healing to all people (Francis, 

Evangelium Gaudium, n. 273). As all the baptised are 

called to be missionary disciples, all should be equipped 

and supported through regular opportunities and 

programs for ministerial and missionary formation. To 

give flesh and bones to God’s love in contemporary 

Australia, such formation should incorporate grounding in 

scripture and tradition, liturgy, proclamation of the kerygma 

of the Risen Christ, the teaching of the Church about the 

God-given dignity of life, Catholic Social Teaching, and

formation in practices of synodality, interculturality, 

ecumenical dialogue, and interfaith relations  
 

5. Much work has already been undertaken in the area 

of formation, including the publication by the Australian 

Catholic Bishops Conference of Norms for the Formation 

of Permanent Deacons and Guidelines for the Ministry and 

Life of Permanent Deacons (2016), a national resource for 

Lay Pastoral Ministers, Faithful Stewards of God’s Grace, 

(2018), and Anointed and Sent: An Australian Vision for 

Catholic Youth Ministry (2014). New national guidelines 

for seminary formation have also been approved by the 

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and are in the 

final stages of being confirmed by the Holy See. The 

National Catholic Safeguarding Standards also require 

the development and implementation of policies for the 

ongoing formation of clergy, including professional/pastoral 

supervision, and there are opportunities to extend this 

into broader requirements for the professional 

development of lay leaders and ordained ministers. Many 

diocesan and eparchial agencies, ministerial public juridic 

persons, and tertiary institutions offer programs and 

courses for the formation of lay leaders, and those 

preparing for or engaged in ordained ministry. Therefore, 

multiple resources can be drawn upon and integrated into 

new strategies which respond to the call of this Council.  
 

6 renewed focus for formation will prioritise formation of 

the domestic Church by encouraging and accompanying 

parents, guardians, and caregivers in their vocation as 

“the primary and principal” teachers of faith and 

recognising the crucial role of families as the “school” of 

Christian formation (Vatican II, Declaration on Christian 

Education, Gravissimum Educationis, 28 October 1965, n. 

3). The Plenary Council recognises that formation for married 

life and parenting, arising from the baptismal vocation, 

requires an intentional and ongoing ministry of peer 

support, spiritual and sacramental accompaniment, and 

discerning reflection on and support for the challenges of 

each phase of married and family life. Formation for 

families requires new and creative strategies that 

correspond to the rhythms of family life and provide 

accompaniment at all stages of their journey.  
 

7. Responding to the call for a renewal of formation, 

the Plenary Council endorses principles and strategies 

that develop models of formation to encourage and 

strengthen the apostolate of the laity in the world. This 

apostolate offers a particular prophetic sign by seeking 

the common good and by concrete actions that protect and 

promote human dignity, peace and justice. Attentive to the 

‘signs of the times’, movements of the lay apostolate, in 

their various forms, offer the baptised a way to reflect on 

the concrete experiences of their lives in the light of the 

Gospel and engage as missionary disciples in the world. As 

a means for formation, the apostolate of the laity is 

grounded in scriptural reflection, reception of the 

ecclesial wisdom of our tradition, and prayerful 

communal discernment. This formation shapes Christian 

engagement with the broader Australian community 

through listening and dialogue and supports actions for 

the transformation of society through daily commitment 

and public witness.  

 



8. In addressing these concerns for formation, it is important 

to consider and provide for both the needs of communities 

in this present time and the needs of the next 

generation. Particular attention is required to attend to 

the formation needs of regional and rural communities. 

Formation in faith and new forms of missionary 

discipleship lie at the heart of this Council’s work of 

planning for the future. 

 

9. THEREFORE, to meet the formation needs of the 

present and future, the Plenary Council commits the 

Church in Australia to developing and committing to a 

culture of life-long faith formation that will ensure: 

 

a. the diversity of the Catholic community is explicitly 

recognised; 

b. intercultural competency is encouraged, especially in 

relation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 

and spiritualities; 

c. the equal dignity of women and men is affirmed and 

demonstrated; 

d. the renewal of faith formation within and for families in 

the context of the critical role that marriage, parenting, 

and care-giving plays as a school of formation, is 

prioritised and strengthened; 

e. the apostolate of the laity, acting as “leaven in the 

world,” (Lumen Gentium n. 31) is promoted, 

encouraged and supported; 

f. the hopes, concerns, spirituality, giftedness, energy 

and modes of communication and connection of 

young people are identified, and incorporated, 

encouraged and celebrated; 

g. ongoing support and strategies for those who minister to 

young people; 

h. the rich variety of spiritual and devotional traditions of 

the Church are appreciated and celebrated; and 

i. synodal practices such as encounter, accompaniment, 

listening, dialogue, discernment, and collaboration are 

fostered and deepened.  

 

DECREE 

 

The Fifth Plenary Council decrees: 

 

Article 1 

That each diocese and eparchy develop or strengthen strategic 

policies grounded in fidelity to the Gospel and closeness to 

Jesus Christ, to identify and support ministry and leadership 

formation. These will: 

 

a. acknowledge the generational, cultural and ethnic 

diversity of the contemporary Church in Australia; 

b. recognise the changing community profile of many 

parish and faith communities, incorporating an 

awareness of and outreach to those beyond these 

communities; 

c. enhance knowledge and skills for participating in 

local churches’ structures and processes for 

consultation, dialogue and decision-making; 

d. address the particular needs of clergy, with focuses on 

initial formation and selection processes, and ongoing 

support and formation; 

e. include strategies for initiation, ongoing formation and 

appropriate forms of mentoring and  accompaniment 

(human, spiritual, intellectual and pastoral) that foster 

collaboration and are grounded in adult education 

principles; 

f. provide ongoing support and strategies for those who 

minister to young people; 

g. support opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Catholics to undertake formation and training, 

ensuring that local circumstances and social data are 

taken into account; and 

h. consider avenues for financial support through 

scholarships, sponsorships and grants  

 

Article 2 
 

That the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference commission the 

Australian Catholic Biblical Association and the Australian 

Catholic Theological Association to liaise with appropriate 

Catholic and diocesan agencies, institutions and educational 

providers in order to enhance cross-institutional engagement 

and development of resources and formation programs. The 

design of these resources and programs will carefully consider the 

needs of rural and regional areas and creatively assess the use 

of available technology in order to improve delivery and 

accessibility.  

 

Article 3 

That the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference establish a 

working group with expertise in formation to develop national 

Formation for Leadership strategies and guidelines designed 

for clergy, religious and lay leaders to address the 

possibilities and challenges of synodal leadership in parishes 

and diocesan and eparchial agencies and support the Church’s 

work of evangelisation. These strategies and guidelines will: 

 

a. have a national scope and be adaptable to local 

circumstances; 

b. aim to enhance competencies in leadership and 

commitment to synodal practices, with a focus on 

building communities that are welcoming to all, with 

particular attention to those on the margins of society 

and the Church; 

c. identify and promote models of effective engagement 

with government and civil society; 

d. ensure leaders are formed in scripture, tradition and 

ecclesiology; and 

e. foster a spirituality of leadership through personal and 

communal prayer, connection to the sacramental life of 

the church, and commitment to service  

 

Article 4 

That the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference establish a 

working group with expertise in Catholic Social Teaching to 

develop a national framework for formation in Catholic Social 

Teaching that will encourage, support and expand the offering 

of programs in Catholic Social Teaching. Situated within the 

broader teaching and mission of the Church, this framework will 

emphasise the social dimension of the Church’s mission, 

incorporating contemporary analysis of the Australian context, 

with a particular focus on the formation requirements of leaders 

in Catholic social service, health and aged care organisations, 

Catholic education and dioceses. 

 

The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will interpret 

the decrees of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia in 

accordance with the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches 

and the traditions of each church sui iuris. 

 

In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon Law, this 

decree is not to be promulgated until it has been reviewed by the 

Apostolic See. It will be promulgated in Australasian Catholic 

Record and the website of the Australian Catholic Bishops 

Conference  in  accordance  with  its  usual  practice.  The 

decrees will oblige six months after promulgation.  



Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day 

long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of mercy to 

all who call to you. 

 

First Reading Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29 

My son, be gentle in carrying out your business, 

and you will be better loved than a lavish giver. 

The greater you are, the more you should behave 

humbly, 

and then you will find favour with the Lord; 

for great though the power of the Lord is, 

he accepts the homage of the humble. 

There is no cure for the proud man’s malady, 

since an evil growth has taken root in him. 

The heart of a sensible man will reflect on parables, 

an attentive ear is the sage’s dream.   

 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) God, in your goodness, you have made a home for 

the poor.  

1. The just shall rejoice at the presence of God, they 

shall exult and dance for joy. O sing to the Lord, 

make music to his name; rejoice in the Lord, exult at 

his presence.      (R.) 

2. Father of the orphan, defender of the widow, such is 

God in his holy place. God gives the lonely a home to 

live in; he leads the prisoners forth into freedom.     

(R.) 

3. You poured down, O God, a generous rain: when 

your people were starved you gave them new life. It 

was there that your people found a home, prepared 

in your goodness, O God, for the poor.    (R.) 

 

Second Reading Heb 12:18-19, 22-24 

What you have come to is nothing known to the senses: 

not a blazing fire, or a gloom turning to total darkness, or 

a storm; or trumpeting thunder or the great voice 

speaking which made everyone that heard it beg that no 

more should be said to them. But what you have come to 

is Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem where the millions of angels have gathered for 

the festival, with the whole Church in which everyone is a 

‘first-born son’ and a citizen of heaven. You have come to 

God himself, the supreme Judge, and been placed with 

spirits of the saints who have been made perfect; and to 

Jesus, the mediator who brings a new covenant. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, for I am gentle 

and lowly in heart. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Lk 14:1, 7-14 

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house 
of one of the leading Pharisees; and they watched him 
closely. He then told the guests a parable, because he had 
noticed how they picked the places of honour. He said 
this, ‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do 
not take your seat in the place of honour. A more 
distinguished person than you may have been invited, 
and the person who invited you both may come and say, 
“Give up your place to this man.” And then, to your 
embarrassment, you would have to go and take the 
lowest place. No; when you are a guest, make your way to 
the lowest place and sit there, so that, when your host 
comes, he may say, “My friend, move up higher.” In that 
way, everyone with you at the table will see you 
honoured. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and the man who humbles himself will be 
exalted.’ 
Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or a 
dinner, do not ask your friends, brothers, relations or rich 
neighbours, for fear they repay your courtesy by inviting 
you in return. No; when you have a party, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind; that they cannot pay 
you back means that you are fortunate, because 
repayment will be made to you when the virtuous rise 
again.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon 
How great is the goodness, Lord, that you keep for those 
who fear you. 
 
 

Next Sunday: Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wis 9:13-18; Phlm 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
Humility seems to be the theme that unites the First 
Reading, from Ecclesiasticus 3:17-20, 28-29, and the 
Gospel, taken from Luke 14:1, 7-14. But the Gospel 
contains far more than a commendation of the virtue of 
humility. 
 
As in so many scenes in Luke’s Gospel, the episode 
described takes place at a banquet to which Jesus has 
been invited. He notices that the guests, as they arrive at 
the banquet, inevitably choose the highest, most 
honourable places. The comment he makes upon this 
seems, at first sight, to be simply a piece of practical 
advice: choose the lowest place because, if there has to 
be a rearrangement (to seat everyone according to rank), 

it’s much better to be promoted to a higher place than 
required to move down to a lower one. But the fact that 
the episode has been introduced as a ‘parable’ suggests 
that something more significant than everyday advice is 
at stake. As in all parables Jesus taps into the everyday 
life of his audience that he knows so well. He plays upon 
the feelings of honour and shame that ran so deeply in 
the Palestinian society of his day. Imagine what it would 
be like at a formal public meal (a wedding reception, say) 
to have to yield your seat and, in front of everyone, move 
down and take the lowest place of all. Think of the 
humiliation, the loss of face involved.  
 
The sense of horror that even the thought of such an 

experience conjures up gives bite to the situation the 
parable actually refers to: the great reversal that is to 
come at the end of time. If everything is going to be 
reversed when the kingdom of God is established (see the 
Magnificat [Luke 1:51-53]; the Beatitudes and Woes 
[Luke 6:20-26]), those who choose now to sit with the 
poor and lowly are destined for promotion, while those 
who sit now with the rich and powerful will find 
themselves ordered down to the lowest places. So the 
point is made: if in the case of banquets like this present 
one you would experience such shame at finding yourself 
demoted before the eyes of all, just think how much 
more painful it will be to experience that at the end of 
the age, when all is decided and set for ever! 
 
In this way Jesus uses an episode from ordinary life (of no 
moral content at all) as a springboard, not to a moral 
maxim, but to a profound statement of the implications 
of the gospel. Hence the recommendation that follows as 
the final part of the reading. Better, when issuing 
invitations, not to invite your friends and relations; all 
that will get you is a similar invitation in return. Invite 
instead the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind. In 
the present, they may appear to have nothing to offer. 
But being hospitable to them now stores up for you the 

welcome that truly matters: the welcome they will give 
you into the hospitality of God that lasts forever. 
 
The Second Reading, from Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24, 

stands, as so often, rather apart from this but evokes a 

splendid vision in its own right. It forms the conclusion to 

the long exposition in Hebrews of Christian life as a 

pilgrimage, to some extent modelled upon, but in every 

way surpassing the ‘pilgrimage’ of the Israelites through 

the desert of Sinai. For the Israelites the making of the old 

covenant was a fearful experience of the divine presence, 

remote and terrifying on the mountain. For the members 

of the Church, by contrast, what is described is a joyful 

arrival of pilgrims at the goal of their journey: the holy 

city Jerusalem. They arrive not as strangers but as 

citizens, delighted to receive the welcome accorded to 

‘firstborn sons and daughters’. They find the city 

thronged with fellow-pilgrims – multitudes of angels and 

the holy men and women of old (‘the spirits of the saints 

who have been made perfect’) – all gathered to celebrate 

the festival. It is the festival that celebrates the 

reconciliation between God and human beings achieved 

through the blood of Jesus, the mediator of the new 

covenant.  

 

In one sense all this is yet to take place; it belongs to the 

future; we tread now our pilgrim way. Yet in the 

perspective of Hebrews, it is a vision already realised to 

the eyes of faith. Like night vision spectacles now worn in 

military operations, faith makes unseen realities ‘visible’. 

It lifts our vision to this wonderful and privileged 

‘citizenship’ that is our destiny in union with God. The 

liturgy, above all, is the place where we celebrate the 

actuality of what we believe, where we draw 

encouragement and hope for the journey that still lies 

ahead.  

 From LiturgyHelp 



Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“For all  those who make themselves great will  be 

humbled, and all those who humble themselves will be 

made great.”                  Luke 14: 1, 7-14 

 

One  could  browse  today’s  three 

readings and conclude that they add 

up to a set of hints about how to 

make  a  name  for  oneself  or  to 

enhance one’s public approval. What 

we know of the writers of Sirach and 

Hebrews  and  of  Luke  and  Jesus 

themselves is sufficient to convince us that none of 

them was interested in dispensing worldly wisdom.  

 

But simply being aware that all three readings are about 

the virtue of humility is still not enough to give us a 

proper appreciation of the message we are meant to 

take from them. So, I suggest all three are worthy of 

close attention. 

 

In the first reading, Ben Sira seems to be saying that 

humility is all about knowing and accepting the truth of 

who we are, and to be careful of pretending that we are 

more than who we really are. And he concludes by 

pointing out that the mark of truly wise people is that 

they know how to listen. Moreover, we all know from our 

own experience that we get turned off by people who 

are  intent  on  big-noting  themselves.  True  humility 

consists in realising that all we are, achieve and have is 

gift from God.      

 

While the reading from Hebrews presents two divine 

visitations, the second one is described in terms that 

are subdued, by comparison with the description of 

God’s visitation to Moses.  In the mind of the writer of 

Hebrews,  God  does  not  subscribe  to  self-

aggrandisement  or  spectacular  self-revelation.  By 

implication  the  message  for  us  is  that  big-noting 

ourselves is totally foreign to a proper understanding of 

humility. 

 

In  the  gospel-reading,  Luke  describes  the  kind  of 

humility that Jesus promoted. Luke begins by describing 

Jesus’ amusement when he witnessed guests jockeying 

for position around the table, when they were invited to 

a meal in the house of a leading Pharisee. Experiencing 

a mixture of shock and amusement at the antics of the 

guests, Jesus spontaneously gave them a parable on 

which to reflect. While, on the surface, it  looks as 

though Jesus was giving them advice on how to get a 

host to offer them special treatment, he was instructing 

them about the futility of arrogance, self-serving and 

inflating one’s ego. Having completed his parable, Jesus 

offered a variation on the following statement from the 

Book of Proverbs: “Do not exalt yourself in the king’s 

presence; do not stand in the place of nobles. For it is 

better to be told: ‘Step up here’ than to be degraded in 

the presence of the great.” (Proverbs 25: 6-7)  

 

Wanting  to  be lionised and  made a  fuss  of  risks 

deluding  ourselves  into  believing  that  we  are  self-

sufficient, dependent on nobody but ourselves. Mark 

Twain once shrewdly observed: “The self-made man is 

as likely as a self-laid egg.”  

 

Setting out to win the adulation and admiration of the 

crowd can lead to our ignoring just how dependent we 

are on others. Here in Australia, the advent of covid and 

the  destruction  resulting  from  persistent  rain  and 

flooding have disrupted the supply of food to which 

many of us have become accustomed. Suddenly, we 

have been forced to realise just how dependent we are 

on  the farmers  who feed us  and the people  who  

transport supplies to retail stores. In reality, our lives 

have been built on a succession of dependencies on 

the parents who loved us into life and nurtured and fed 

us, on the teachers who accompanied us into using our 

intelligence and creativity, on manufacturers who have 

ensured the supplies we need of power, water and 

sewerage, and on the God who created the world whose 

bounty has been almost inexhaustible.    

 

The latter part of today’s gospel-reading will not let us 

ignore the people around us with whom we might not be 

inclined  to  associate,  the  ones  whom  our  society 

frequently wants to keep hidden or even devalued. -  

the blind, the physically disabled, the beggars, the very 

ones to whom Jesus urges us to extend hospitality. 

Being host to them is being true to the fact that they are 

our sisters and brothers.  This  fits  the definition of 

humility  as  honouring  the  truth  of  the  reality  that 

surrounds us and the truth of the reality of who we are 

as people who will never be complete for as long as we 

fail to express the love in our hearts by reaching out to 

“the  beggars  and  the  crippled,  the  lame  and  the 

blind” (Luke 14: 13). 

 

Maimonides, the great medieval, Jewish philosopher 

and expounder of the Torah echoed the teaching of 

Jesus in his assertion: “When a person eats and drinks 

in  celebration  of  a  holiday,  he  is  obliged  to  feed 

converts, orphans, widows and others who are destitute 

and poor. In contrast, a person who locks the gates of 

his courtyard and eats and drinks with his children and 

his wife, without feeding the poor and the embittered, is 

not  involved  in  rejoicing  associated  with  God’s 

command, but rather in the rejoicing of his own belly.” 

 

Come to think of it, maybe the hidden logic of today’s 

gospel-reading, and the two readings that accompany it, 

is that welcoming cripples and beggars might bring us, 

in the long run, to realise that, before God ,we, too, are 

cripples and beggars.  
 

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 

Anointing of the seriously sick   
 

will take place on Friday 2nd September 
during the 9.15am Mass 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY IS BACK! 
On Sunday, the 28th of August, Children’s 

Liturgy will return to the 10am Mass. 

Primary school age children (ages 5-12) 

are warmly invited to join Mrs Day and 

Mrs van Gend in the Downey Room to 

experience a children’s version of the Liturgy of the Word.  

For approximately 15-20 minutes the children will listen to 

simplified readings and the Gospel, followed by some 

discussion, drawing and drama.  

The children are then safely escorted back to the church 

before the Liturgy of the Eucharist. We look forward to 

welcoming lots of children for our first session. 

Mrs Day and Mrs van Gend 

ST MICHAEL’S  – FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM 
 

Parents will be invited to register their children Communion in 

the week of the 19 August – 02 September using the 

GOOGLE FORM.  
 

Children must  be 8.5 before the celebration and have 

already received the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If you have 

more than one child preparing for this Sacrament, please 

complete a separate registration form for each child. 

 

It is compulsory to attend one of the two registration evenings 

to be held: 7.30pm Monday 5th September OR Tuesday 6th 

September at St Michael’s Church. The Children’s Activity 

Workbooks will be available at the meeting. Please do not 

start the workbooks until the First Week which commences 

the week of September 12. 
 

Parental Guidance for the Sacrament will be via Parent 

Guidance Notes provided via email at the start of each week. 

Parents and children are asked to then work through the 

Children’s activity workbook for that session. Please do not 

do the whole book at once! 
 

Towards the end of the fourth week, there will be some ZOOM 

conferences for which you can register in order to ask some 

questions for seek clarification. 
 

First Communion will be celebrated at St Michael’s Church on 

Fri 28, Sat 29, Sun 30 October and Fri 04, Sat 05, Sun 06 

November.  

 

FIRST COMMUNION  -  St Michael’s 

Key dates: Registration week  

  online 19 August - 02 September  
 

Reconciliation 

 Week 1 12 September 

 Week 2 19 September 

 Week 3 10 October 

 Week 4 17 October 

   

Celebration of the Sacrament 

 Friday 28 October 7.30pm 

 Saturday 29 October 2.30pm 

 Sunday 30 October 12noon and 2.30pm 

 Friday 04 November 7.30pm 

 Saturday 05 November 2.30pm 

 Sunday 06 November 12noon and 2.30pm 

 

 

Registration Link:  https://forms.gle/3sZZcHWA4SnV4vje7  
 

 

Our Week  
 

Monday 29 August  

Memorial - The Passion of St John the Baptist 

 

Saturday 3 September 

Memorial - St Gregory the Great 

 
 
 

 
Congratulations to  
 

 Lillian Brown 
 Lucas Chacko 
 Arthur Chammas 
 Nollan Kwa 

 

who were baptized at St. Michael’s Church  
during the week 

 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

CWL REFLECTION DAY 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Baulkham Hills South 

Catholic Women’s League invites everyone to 

join us for a REFLECTION DAY from 9.15am to 

2pm: 
 

Theme:   Discerning the Ways of the Holy Spirit:  

Putting Pieces Together 

Presenters:  Barbara Stenning & Fr Jessie Balorio 

When:  Friday, 16th September, 2022 

Where:  1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

Parking:  Off-street and street parking 

Time:  Commencing with registration and Mass 9.15am 

Cost:  $10 (which includes morning tea and lunch) 

 

Please fill in booking sheet at back of Church or contact: 

Lyn Keane on 0412 689 261 or Barbara Stenning on  

0466 608 400  

https://forms.gle/3sZZcHWA4SnV4vje7


 

even representing our Catholic 
Church in Rome, the time came for Monsignor John Boyle to retire. However, he can still be found most 
Sundays, celebrating Mass and chatting with parishioners, in Churches throughout Western Sydney 

 
 

I’m prepared to do anything our Father’s Church asks – I’m more than happy. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

This Father’s Day, we’re reminded of the infinite blessings we’ve been given through the caring, 

unconditional love of the father figures in our lives. This includes our family and parish priests, 

whose steadfast support and kind-hearted love has guided and shaped us into who we are today. 

 

 

With your kind support, our Clergy Health and Wellbeing team can make sure that when the time 

comes, our priests’ physical, emotional, and mental wellbeing will be nurtured, and they will receive 

the practical support needed to transition to a comfortable and dignified retirement. 

 

  





Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY (02) 9639 8369 

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

 Father Andrew Rooney 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

28 AUGUST 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

04 SEPTEMBER 2022 
SER 

VER 

USH 

ERS 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
R. Gosper, M. Boldt N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves A 9 D 5 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

M. McLoughlin, V. Diago,  

A. Sullivan 
SR SR 

D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, 

G. Machado, V. Vella 
E SR 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

S. Anderson, L. Tedesco,  

B. Fabri, M. Rutkin 
H SR S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique I 11 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer SR 8 S. Stagnitta, R. Santos K 12 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 28 AUGUST 2022 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

 04 SEPTEMBER 2022 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, 

W. Ng 

G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, R. Gosper, 

L. Domanillo 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit, 

R. McGuiness 
B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, R. Santos 

J. Macey, R. Macey, L. De La Cruz, 

S. Haskins 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  28.08.22 WEEK BEGINNING  04.09.22 

COUNTERS  
Counters 28.08.22  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

Counters 04.09.22  :   

Team 5 :  P. Waite 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 03.09.22 : 

G. Attard, G. Galea 

Saturday 10.09.22 : 

L. Laksana, N. Fernando 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 03rd/04th September 2022 -  Masses:            Sat  5pm:    A. D’Souza  

Sun  8am:      R. Baker          10am:    M. Almeida           6pm:     Y/T Menezes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 

Recently Deceased: 
Dennis Davis, Angelina Bonomo and victims 
of the Corona Virus pandemic in NSW and 
around the world and those who have died 
in the Ukraine 
 
Anniversary: 
Sr. Ellen Conway, Bernard D’Cunha,  
Richard Rivas, Pat Seymour,  
Geoffrey Chivers, Christa Baitinger, 
Cirilo Parra, Euclid Parra 
 
Sick: 
Katrina Obeid, Grace Dequena, Debra Price, 
Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Mary Burns, 
Connor Maguire, Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, 
Ino Parisotto,  Gizzella Gherm,  Frank Jacobs, 
Bridgette Boldt, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, 
Catherine Hemmings, Sean Angeles,  
Patricia MacDonald, Hazel Clasquin,  
Richard Miranda, Baby William Merhi, Joseph 
MacDermid, Florgina Henry,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
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