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Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
1 Canyon Rd,  
Baulkham Hills 
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
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OUR PLACE    ~ A Reflection by Pope Francis 

This Sunday’s Gospel passage shows us Jesus participating in a feast in the house of 
one of the head Pharisees. Jesus watches and observes how the guests run, make 
haste to get the best seats. It is rather common behaviour in our time too, and not 
only when we are invited to lunch: one frequently seeks a place of honour in order 
to assert a presumed superiority over others. In reality this race to the forefront 
harms both civil and ecclesial communities because it destroys fraternity. We all 
know these people: social climbers who always clamber upwards in order to move 
up, up.... They harm fraternity, they damage fraternity. Faced with this scene, Jesus 
recounts two short parables.  

The first parable is addressed to one who is invited to a feast and Jesus exhorts him 
not to “sit down in a place of honour, lest a more eminent man than you be invited 
by him; and he who invited you both will come, and say to you, ‘Please, move back, 
give place to this man’”. An embarrassment! And “then you will begin with shame 
to take the lowest place”. Jesus instead teaches us to behave in the opposite way: 
“when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes 
he may say to you, ‘Friend, go up higher’”. Thus, we should not seek the attention 
and regard of others on our own initiative but, if anything, let others offer them to 
us. Jesus always shows us the way of humility — we must learn the way of humility! 
— because it is the most authentic way, which also allows one to enjoy authentic 
relationships. True humility, not false humility, the kind they call in Piedmont, 
mugna quacia. No, not that kind. True humility.  

In the second parable, Jesus addresses 
the one who invites and, referring to the 
method of selecting guests, says to him: 
“when you give a feast, invite the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind, and you 
will be blessed, because they cannot 
repay you”. Here too, Jesus goes 
completely against the tide, manifesting 
as always, the logic of God the Father. 
And he also adds the key by which to 

interpret this discourse of his. And what is the key? A promise: if you do this, you 
“will be repaid at the resurrection of the just”. This means that those who behave 
in this way will receive divine compensation, far superior to human repayment: I do 
this favour for you expecting you to do one for me. No, this is not Christian. Humble 
generosity is Christian. Indeed, human repayment usually distorts relationships, 
making them “commercial” by bringing personal interest into a relationship that 
should be generous and free. Instead, Jesus encourages selfless generosity to pave 
our way toward a much greater joy, the joy of partaking in the very love of God who 
awaits us, all of us, at the heavenly banquet.  
May the Virgin Mary, “humble beyond all creatures and more exalted” (Dante, 
Paradiso, xxxiii, 2), help us to recognize ourselves as we are, that is, small; and to 
give joyfully, without repayment.  

• In what areas of your life do you need to be wary of pride?  

• How might you look to build the virtue of humility more deeply into your life?  

• Who are the poor, who can’t pay you back, but who God has placed into your 
life, enabling you to honour them?  
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mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.ololbhs.org.au/


 
TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Entrance Antiphon:   

Have mercy on me, O Lord,  
for I cry to you all the day long. 
O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

First Reading   Sir 3:17-20, 28-29 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

Humble yourself and you will find favour with the Lord. 

My son, be gentle in carrying out your business, 
and you will be better loved than a lavish giver. 
The greater you are, the more you should behave 
humbly, 
and then you will find favour with the Lord; 
for great though the power of the Lord is, 
he accepts the homage of the humble. 
There is no cure for the proud man’s malady, 
since an evil growth has taken root in him. 
The heart of a sensible man will reflect on parables, 
an attentive ear is the sage’s dream. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Response: God, in your goodness, you have made a 

home for the poor. 

1. The just shall rejoice at the presence of God,  
they shall exult and dance for joy. 
O sing to the Lord, make music to his name; 
rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence.  

Response: God, in your goodness, you have made a 

home for the poor. 

2. Father of the orphan, defender of the widow,  
such is God in his holy place. 
God gives the lonely a home to live in; 
he leads the prisoners forth into freedom.  

Response: God, in your goodness, you have made a 

home for the poor. 

3. You poured down, O God, a generous rain:  
when your people were starved you gave them new 
life. 
It was there that your people found a home, 
prepared in your goodness, O God, for the poor.  

Response: God, in your goodness, you have made a 

home for the poor. 

Second Reading  

Heb 12:18-19, 22-24 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

You have to come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 
living God. 

What you have come to is nothing known to the senses: 
not a blazing fire, or a gloom turning to total darkness, or 
a storm; or trumpeting thunder or the great voice 
speaking which made everyone that heard it beg that no 
more should be said to them. But what you have come to 
is Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem where the millions of angels have gathered for 
the festival, with the whole Church in which everyone is 
a ‘first-born son’ and a citizen of heaven. You have come 
to God himself, the supreme Judge, and been placed with 
spirits of the saints who have been made perfect; and to 
Jesus, the mediator who brings a new covenant. 

Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Take my yoke upon you; 
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel     Lk 14: 1, 7-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all who 
humble themselves shall be exalted. 

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house 
of one of the leading Pharisees; and they watched him 
closely. He then told the guests a parable, because he 
had noticed how they picked the places of honour. He 
said this, ‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast, 
do not take your seat in the place of honour. A more 
distinguished person than you may have been invited, 
and the person who invited you both may come and say, 
“Give up your place to this man.” And then, to your 
embarrassment, you would have to go and take the 
lowest place. No; when you are a guest, make your way 
to the lowest place and sit there, so that, when your host 
comes, he may say, “My friend, move up higher.” In that 
way, everyone with you at the table will see you 
honoured. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and the man who humbles himself will be 
exalted.’ 

Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or a 
dinner, do not ask your friends, brothers, relations or rich 
neighbours, for fear they repay your courtesy by inviting 
you in return. No; when you have a party, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind; that they cannot pay 
you back means that you are fortunate, because 
repayment will be made to you when the virtuous rise 
again.’ 

Communion Antiphon    

How great is the goodness, Lord, 
that you keep for those who fear you

  



REFLECTION FOR TWENTY-SECONDSUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
 

JULIAN MCDONALD CFC AO 

 

“For all those who make themselves great will be humbled, and all those who humble 
themselves will be made great.”                                     Luke 14: 1, 7-14 

One could browse today’s three readings and conclude that they add up to a set of hints 
about how to make a name for oneself or to enhance one’s public approval. What we 
know of the writers of Sirach and Hebrews and of Luke and Jesus themselves is sufficient 
to convince us that none of them was interested in dispensing worldly wisdom.  

But simply being aware that all three readings are about the virtue of humility is still not 
enough to give us a proper appreciation of the message we are meant to take from 
them. So, I suggest all three are worthy of close attention. 

In the first reading, Ben Sira seems to be saying that humility is all about knowing and 
accepting the truth of who we are, and to be careful of pretending that we are more 
than who we really are. And he concludes by pointing out that the mark of truly wise 
people is that they know how to listen. Moreover, we all know from our own experience 
that we get turned off by people who are intent on big-noting themselves. True humility 
consists in realising that all we are, achieve and have is gift from God.      

While the reading from Hebrews presents two divine visitations, the second one is 
described in terms that are subdued, by comparison with the description of God’s 
visitation to Moses.  In the mind of the writer of Hebrews, God does not subscribe to 
self-aggrandisement or spectacular self-revelation. By implication the message for us is 
that big-noting ourselves is totally foreign to a proper understanding of humility. 

In the gospel-reading, Luke describes the kind of 
humility that Jesus promoted. Luke begins by 
describing Jesus’ amusement when he 
witnessed guests jockeying for position around 
the table, when they were invited to a meal in 
the house of a leading Pharisee. Experiencing a 
mixture of shock and amusement at the antics 
of the guests, Jesus spontaneously gave them a 
parable on which to reflect. While, on the 
surface, it looks as though Jesus was giving them 
advice on how to get a host to offer them 
special treatment, he was instructing them 
about the futility of arrogance, self-serving and 
inflating one’s ego. Having completed his 
parable, Jesus offered a variation on the 
following statement from the Book of Proverbs: 

“Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence; do not stand in the place of nobles. For it 
is better to be told: ‘Step up here’ than to be degraded in the presence of the great.” 
(Proverbs 25: 6-7)  

Wanting to be lionised and made a fuss of risks deluding ourselves into believing that 
we are self-sufficient, dependent on nobody but ourselves. Mark Twain once shrewdly 
observed: “The self-made man is as likely as a self-laid egg.”  



Setting out to win the adulation and admiration of the crowd can lead to our ignoring 
just how dependent we are on others. Here in Australia, the advent of covid and the 
destruction resulting from persistent rain and flooding have disrupted the supply of food 
to which many of us have become accustomed. Suddenly, we have been forced to realise 
just how dependent we are on the farmers who feed us and the people who transport 
supplies to retail stores. In reality, our lives have been built on a succession of 
dependencies on the parents who loved us into life and nurtured and fed us, on the 
teachers who accompanied us into using our intelligence and creativity, on 
manufacturers who have ensured the supplies we need of power, water and sewerage, 
and on the God who created the world whose bounty has been almost inexhaustible.    

The latter part of today’s gospel-reading will not let us ignore the people around us with 
whom we might not be inclined to associate, the ones whom our society frequently 
wants to keep hidden or even devalued. -  the blind, the physically disabled, the beggars, 
the very ones to whom Jesus urges us to extend hospitality. Being host to them is being 
true to the fact that they are our sisters and brothers. This fits the definition of humility 
as honouring the truth of the reality that surrounds us and the truth of the reality of who 
we are as people who will never be complete for as long as we fail to express the love in 
our hearts by reaching out to “the beggars and the crippled, the lame and the blind” 
(Luke 14: 13). 

Maimonides, the great medieval, Jewish philosopher and expounder of the Torah 
echoed the teaching of Jesus in his assertion: “When a person eats and drinks in 
celebration of a holiday, he is obliged to feed converts, orphans, widows and others who 
are destitute and poor. In contrast, a person who locks the gates of his courtyard and 
eats and drinks with his children and his wife, without feeding the poor and the 
embittered, is not involved in rejoicing associated with God’s command, but rather in 
the rejoicing of his own belly.” 

Come to think of it, maybe the hidden logic of today’s gospel-reading, and the two 
readings that accompany it, is that welcoming cripples and beggars might bring us, in 
the long run, to realise that, before God ,we, too, are cripples and beggars. 

 



 
Prayer Requests 

Please remember in your prayers the 
relatives and friends of our Parish 
Communities for whom prayers have 
been requested: 

 

Recently Deceased: Francis Ng Long Choon, Mary Gibbons, 
Peter Williams, Fr Theo Arrivoli,  

Anniversaries: Gerg Gersbach, Erin Serracino-Inglott  

Our sick relatives & friends 
Maria Roche, Benett Perera, Joel Uvero (Lourdes Subijano’s 
brother),Melba Oki, David Wadick, Peter Dawson, Harry 
Williams, Moira Devine, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, 
Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara,  David 
Molina, Anne Torina Wayman, Michael Dawborne, John 
Walker, Holly Burns, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren 
Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, 
Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Richard 
Meagher and all who are ill or struggling as a result of the 
Coronavirus throughout the world. 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
takes place in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church each Friday morning prior to the 
9.30am Parish Mass.   

Adoration commences at 8.50am. 

 Are you Coeliac/Gluten Intolerant? 
Ifyou are Coeliac or Gluten Intolerant we 
have low gluten (negligible) hosts to 
enable you to receive the Body of Christ 
in Communion. 

Please speak to Father or the Acolyte 
before Mass. Please go to the priest celebrating Mass to 
receive Communion. 
Hearing Loop 

For those who are new to our Parish or 
visiting we welcome you and advise that 
there is a Hearing Loop installed in the 
church in the right-hand central block of 
pews side as you walk into the church. 

 
Those who have T-Loop enabled hearing aids are able to turn 
your Hearing Aid to the T-Loop Setting.  
1st Friday Mass of Blessing of the Sick 

This Friday, 2nd September we will celebrate 
Mass of Blessing of the Sick.  Everyone is 
welcomed to this Mass whether it is 
Spiritual, Mental or Physical healing that 
you seek.   

We commence with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 
8.50am followed by Mass at 9.30am. 
You are invited to place the names of family & friends who are 
unwell in a Box of Petition and Mass will offered for these 
intentions. 

We offer our  
  Congratulations and Prayerful Support  

to 
Fr Andrew Rooney  

on the special occasion of his  
Ordination to the Priesthood 
Friday, 26th August 2022 

Father, 
You have appointed your Son, Jesus Christ  

eternal Hight Priest. 
Guide Fr Andrew, whom you have chosen to be 

minister of Word & Sacrament and help him to be 
faithful in fulfilling the ministry he has received. 

May the Holy Spirit who descends upon him on this 
special day of ordination always be a source of 

strength and courage as he follows in the footsteps of 
Jesus, the High Priest. 

 

Keeping You Connected 

Friday 26th August 2022 – Ordination to the 
Priesthood of Rev Andrew Rooney bit.ly/ARooney22 

27th August 2022, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
https://youtu.be/MQp0f99mAwU  

Altar Server Training Course 

 
Would you like to become an Altar 
Server? 
 
Have you received or are you 
preparing to receive the Sacrament of 
1st Eucharist? 
 

 
Girls and boys who have received the Sacrament of 1st 
Eucharist or are preparing to receive the Sacrament of 1st 
Eucharist are invited to join the Ministry of Altar Servers.  

If your child is interested in training for this special ministry 
please complete the expression of Interest Form (available 
at the back of the church)and attached to the online 
Bulletin) and return to the OLOL Parish Office at your 
earliest convenience so that we can arrange suitable times 
for training. 

 



PARISH UPDATE – FRIDAY AUGUST 26 
A COVID SAFE PARISH  

 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the Parish in these difficult COVID and flu-like times.  
  
I hope you are continuing to keep well, and while grateful for some nice sunny winter days, remind you 
that if you are not feeling well to stay at home and watch the Mass via the link below. 
  
DEACON ANDREW’S ORDINATION 
Deacon Andrew will be ordained to the priesthood at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta on Friday 26 
August at 7.30pm.  All are invited to attend this Mass or watch the livestream via bit.ly/ARooney22.  
  
The newly ordained Fr Andrew will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving at St Padre Pio Church, Howell Drive, 
Glenmore Park on Saturday, 27 August at 1pm. Again all are welcome. 
  
We are pleased to announce that Andrew will remain here as Assistant Priest. 
  
FIRST COMMUNION AT ST MICHAEL’S 
Registration for the Sacrament of First Communion at St Michael’s is now open. A Parents’ Information 
evening will be held at 7.30pm in St Michael’s Church on Monday 4th September and Tuesday 5th 
September. Parents are expected to attend one of those meetings. Please check details in the bulletin. 
Registration Link:  https://forms.gle/3sZZcHWA4SnV4vje7. 
 
PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS – ACTS AND DECREES – Topic 6 
As part of our concern for all to be aware of the Plenary Council deliberations, we are presenting the 
various Acts and Decrees of the Plenary Council for your study and perusal. Last week we provided the 
Introduction to the document. 
 
This week we provide Acts and Decrees of Topic 6: Formation and Leadership for Mission And 
Ministry 
 
PARISH UPDATE - PARISH WORKING GROUP 
The Parish Working Group representing both Parish Communities is currently undertaking a Discernment 
Process with the aim of making not just good decisions but inspired decisions for the Parish of Baulkham 
Hills as we move forward and develop a stronger, more vibrant parish, sensitive to the action of God in 
our lives and our communities. God’s desire is that we should be joyful and at peace, feeling that we are 
in the right place and moving in the right direction. 
  
At its meeting on Thursday, members of the group considered initial results from the SWOT analysis from 
some members of the OLOL Community. SWOT analysis is a technique used to identify strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats. It can identify internal and external factors that are favourable 
and unfavourable to achieving our vision, hopes and goals. 
  
The group decided to widen this process of consultation via a survey for both communities, while at 
the same time members of the working group would touch base with different groups and 
organisations in the parish via a SWOT-type analysis. 
  
We hope to have the survey available within a few weeks – initially via online methods. 
  
Further the group also agreed to organise a listening circle to assist with lingering issues related to the 
suppression of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in 2014. 
  
The group will next meet on Thursday, September 22 at 7.30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes. Please pray for 
the group and its work. 
 



MASS LINK 
The Mass link for this Saturday for the Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sat 6pm) and 
available on YOUTUBE after that h`ps://youtu.be/MQp0f99mAwU. Please copy the link into browser if 
it does not immediately work. 
 
Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK 
page. Thank you to Jim and Brian for your help with this every week. 
 
BISHOP’S FATHERS DAY APPEAL – Weekend of 3-4 September 
Our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal for Retired and Sick Priests is traditionally held on Father’s Day, this 
year being the weekend of Sunday 4 September. This annual appeal raises much needed funds for our 
Diocese’s Clergy Support Foundation to continue its work of supporting retired clergy and those in ill-
health. 
  
The Foundation cares for 21 retired clergy in our Diocese – 1 bishop, 18 priests and 2 deacons. This 
year’s appeal will highlight the faithful service of our retired clergy, and in particular, Mons John Boyle, 
Fr Chris Dixon and Fr Bob Sheridan.  
  
With your enthusiastic support for our Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal, our Clergy Support 
Foundation can better care for our 21 retired priests and those clergy who are unwell, giving 
them comfort, professional health care, and guidance. 
  
Donations will be via envelopes, mail appeal, using the QR code and direct giving at 
parracatholic.org/fathersdayappeal  
  
FOR THE DECEASED 
 
Please remember those for whom prayers have been requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased:   
Angelina Bonomo 
 
Anniversary: 
Sr Ellen Conway, Richard Rivas, Pat Seymour, Marie Bastian 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the proper recording for the second 
collection, please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
  
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

 



 
PARISH DISCERNMENT - SWOT ANALYSIS 

You may have noticed in Fr Wim’s Updates recently, 
reference to The Parish Working Group. 

This group of parishioners representing both Parish 
Communities is currently undertaking a Discernment 
Process with the aim of making not just good decisions 
but inspired decisions for the Parish of Baulkham Hills as 
we move forward and develop a stronger, more vibrant 
parish, sensitive to the action of God in our lives and our 
communities.  God’s desire is that we should be joyful 
and at peace, feeling that we are in the right place and 
moving in the right direction. 

As part of the discernment process we are doing what 
we call a SWOT Analysis. This process is asking each of 
our parishioners to identify Strengths, Weakness, 
Opportunities & Threats within our Parish Communities 
with the hope that the response will assist us in fulfilling 
our Vision, Hopes and Goals as we listen to the Holy 
Spirit and what he is asking of us. 

The SWOT Analysis sheet has been included in the 
digital copy of the OLOL Bulletin this weekend and there 
are copies of the analysis sheet at the back of the 
church.  

We invite you to take home a copy of the sheet or print 
a copy from the digital bulletin and return it to us. This 

is an anonymous process inviting you to provide an  

honest response. Analysis Sheets can be returned to 
the church or the OLOL Office. 

 

 

 

Catholic Church celebrates Social Justice Sunday:  

~ 28 August  
This year’s Social Justice Statement, Respect: 
Confronting Violence and Abuse, invites us to engage 
with a complex and confronting social reality. It explores 
the roots of violence and abuse, honours the voices of 
victims, offers a social and theological exploration of the 
reality of violence, especially against women and 
children, and invites us to develop relationships in all 
parts of our lives ‘marked by equality and reciprocity 
rather than domination and violence, respect and 
freedom rather than coercion and control.’ We 
welcome this urgent call from our Church to deepen our 
faith through full and frank discussion and dialogue, 
advocacy and action. If the content of the Statement 
raises issues or concerns for you, please refer to the 
Getting Help page in the Statement for a list of support 
channels, or speak to a trusted friend, your GP, your 
parish priest or parish pastoral worker. There is a small 
number of copies of the Statement at the back of the 
church or you can access the Statement 
https://bit.ly/SJS22-23 .  
More information: ACBC Office for Justice, Ecology and 
Peace, www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au  or Tel (02) 
62019845. Facebook | 
www.facebook.com/socialjusticeACBC  Twitter | 
@JusticeCatholic Instagram  | @JusticeCatholic  
 

Prayer for Social Justice Sunday 

 
Loving God, you made each of us in your image and 
likeness. Open our eyes to recognise one another as 
equals, replacing domination and control, violence, 
and abuse, with mutuality, reciprocity, respect, and 

freedom. Help us to love like you.  
Jesus Christ, you rejected the use of religious 

traditions to justify violence. Teach us to unmask 
manipulations of our faith used to justify violent, 

abusive, or coercive behaviour. Teach us to be people 
who show tenderness, respect and care for others as 

you did.  
Holy Spirit, you are with us always, showing us the 

way. Move us to assist those who experience 
violence and abuse, and support their call for justice. 

Empower us to hold perpetrators of violence and 
abuse responsible, encouraging them to change their 

behaviour. Amen 
 

 

Celebration Date Mass Acolyte Reader 1 Reader 2 EMC 

 22nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 27th August 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm John Cavaleri Jonathan Marquez Jane Wilks Maureen Steele 

 28th August 
Sunday 
9.30am Ian Starkey Helen Thomas Nicole Christoy 

Madeleine Menasse, 
Anne Mitchell 

23rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 2nd September 

Saturday Vigil 
6.00pm Roland Barros Paul Lewis Lourdes Subijano Grace Yee 

 3rd September 
Sunday 
9.30am Anthony Pope Anne Mitchell Frangee Ampil 

Louise Ryall 
Janina Starkey 

https://bit.ly/SJS22-23
http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/socialjusticeACBC
https://parracatholic.org/csf/


 

Diocese of Parramatta Notices 

  

 

 

 

Upcoming webinar to unpack the Plenary Decree 

on Deacons and Women 

What? Hear from international experts on the 
permanent diaconate and women's diaconal 
ministry. Share with each other as we celebrate the 
first to be given the title of deacon in the Bible: St 
Phoebe. 

When? Saturday September 3rd, 2022  
10.00am-12.00pm  

Phyllis Zagano: Who was St Phoebe and how does 
her ministry inspire us today?  

Deacon Anthony Gooley: What are the hopes for 
the ministry of the permanent diaconate since 
Vatican II? Breakout rooms leading to moderated 
discussion and response from former ABC presenter, 
Genevieve Jacobs AM 

Register for Zoom Link (Free) 

https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/ Prayer for  

Pastoral Formation Mission and Evangelisation 

Short Course: Starts 8 September 

Looking for confidence to share your faith? Want to 
evangelise through life-giving faith conversations? 
On 3 Thursday nights (Sept 8, 15, 22) journey 
together with Maddy Forde, a life and faith leader in 
our Australian Church and representative to the 
Vatican in the area of youth. Face-to-face from 
6.30pm to  8.30pm at Bishop Bede Heather Centre 
(1-5 Marion Street Blacktown). LIMITED 
SEATS. Register by August 21 via 
 met@parracatholic.org  
OR via https://pfparra.org.au/signup/  

Mission Enhancement Team News… 

 

 
MET – Peace, Justice, Ecology 

Bethany Centre, 470 Church St, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia 
T: 02 8838 3413  M: 0409 399 505 

E: sebastian.salaske-lentern@parracatholic.org 
W: parracatholic.org/socialjustice 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parish Priests and Parish Teams, 
 
Re: Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign” Launch, Friday 22 April 
 
On Friday 22 April, the annual Earth Day, the Diocese of Parramatta will respond to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor by launching a Diocesan “Laudato Si’ Action Campaign”. 
Via a video message, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv will invite all Catholic parishes, 
schools, families, and organisations across the Diocese to participate. You are encouraged 
to view the launch video with your parish community after Sunday Mass and at other 
gatherings. 
 
In this video, Bishop Vincent communicates the decision to commit the Diocese of 
Parramatta to a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si’ Goals, to caring 
more deeply for God’s creation and our sisters and brothers in need. This commitment is 
made in response to last year’s invitation from Pope Francis and the Australian Catholic 
Bishops to embark on such a journey. 
 
On a Diocesan level, the commitment entails annual self-assessments, development and 
implementation of a Laudato Si’ Action Plan, and reporting to the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
 
All communities within the Diocese of Parramatta are invited to consider their own response 
to the Pope’s call and to develop their own Laudato Si’ Action Plan, building on the inspiring 
action that many families, schools, parishes, and organisations are already taking.  
 
Parishes are encouraged to join the Catholic Earthcare Parishes Program and gain access 
to helpful tools and support for this endeavour. 
 
Please visit parracatholic.org/laudatosi to download the launch video and for further 
information. This will be available from Friday 22 April. 
 
Bishop Vincent has formed a Laudato Si’ Action Team to drive action on a Diocesan level 
and to accompany parishes, schools, and organisations in their own efforts. 
 
If you have any questions or require any support as you discern your parish’s response to 
this invitation, please contact the team via met@parracatholic.org  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Sebastian Salaske-Lentern 
Peace, Justice and Ecology Coordinator 

Parishioners of Baulkham Hills 

https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
https://pfparra.org.au/signup/




PARISH	OF	BAULKHAM	HILLS	
	

SWOT	ANALYSIS	SHEET	

Please	return	SWOT	Analysis	Sheet	to	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	Church	or	Parish	Office.	
	or	via	Email:	olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au		

	

STRENGTHS	

• What	do	we	currently	do	well?	

WEAKNESS	

• What	do	we	currently	not	do	well?	
• Where	can	we	improve?	

OPPORTUNITIES	

• What	are	other	Churches	doing	well	that	we	could	
adopt/adapt?	

• What	resources	are	available	that	we	haven’t	
considered	yet?	

THREATS	

• What	could	derail	our	plans?	
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SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT 2022-23 
RESPECT: CONFRONTING VIOLENCE AND ABUSE 

SUMMARY 
 

Respect: Confronting Violence and Abuse points out that the roots of domestic and family 
violence “lie in the abuse of power to control and dominate others” and that “this stands in 
contrast to the relationships to which God calls us”.  
 

Our relationships should be “marked by equality and reciprocity rather than domination and 
violence, respect and freedom rather than coercion and control”. 

 

We know that most often those who suffer violence and abuse in homes and families, in 
workplaces, and in communities, are women and children while the perpetrators are most 
often men. We support women in calling for respect in relationships; their lives and those of 
their children are sacred. 
 

Respect: Confronting Violence and Abuse focuses in a special way on the problem of 
spiritual violence and abuse. It discusses how religious teachings – including our own - may 
be manipulated by perpetrators to excuse violence or to exert control over others. 
 

Cultural factors in the Church and in society often also play an important role in the violence 
and abuse suffered in families, households, communities, and workplaces. This behaviour 
is sinful. 
 

We believe that respect, dignity and justice, transformation and hope are possible. 
 

The Statement affirms the work being done by faith communities and organisations to 
support those who experience domestic and family violence and abuse, and to address the 
drivers and enablers of violence. It points to further ways in which we can all respond to 
spiritual violence. 
 

Finally, it calls for faith communities to support and believe those going through domestic 
and family violence and abuse, to hold perpetrators to account and work towards individual 
and social transformation. 

 
Resources such as the full statement, liturgy notes, videos, and promotional 

material are now available at  
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au  



WEBINAR EVENT

FEAST OF
ST PHOEBE

https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/

REGISTER FOR ZOOM LINK (FREE):

DR PHYLLIS ZAGANO

REV ASSOC PROF ANTHONY GOOLEY

Phyllis Zagano is an internationally acclaimed
Catholic scholar and lecturer on contemporary
spirituality and women's issues in the church. Her
award-winning books include Holy Saturday: An
Argument for the Restoration of the Female Diaconate
in the Catholic Church, Women Deacons? Essays with
Answers and Women: Icons of Christ. 

She belonged to the 2016-2018 Papal Commission for
the Study of the Diaconate of Women. She holds a
research appointment at Hofstra University,
Hempstead, New York.

Anthony Gooley is Associate Dean (Courses) and
Head of Leadership and Theology at BBI – The
Australian Institute of Theological Education. He is a
deacon of the Archdiocese of Brisbane, living and
ministering in the diocese of Broken Bay. He has
written and spoken on the diaconate in Australia and
overseas. 

The ancient ministry of women deacons and
restoration of this ministry is a significant point of
interest in the Catholic Church at present. Some of
this he explores in his book Deacons Today: New
Wine, New Wineskins. Coventry Press: Bayswater.
2019

WHAT?

WHEN?

Hear from international experts on the
permanent diaconate and women's diaconal
ministry. Share with each other as we
celebrate the first to be given the title of
deacon in the Bible: St Phoebe.

Saturday September 3rd, 2022
10am-12pm AEST, 8am-10am AWST

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS
EXPLORING THE DIACONATE

PROGRAM
Introductions, Acknowledgement, Prayer
Phyllis Zagano: Who was St Phoebe and
how does her ministry inspire us today?
Deacon Anthony Gooley: What are the
hopes for the ministry of the permanent
diaconate since Vatican II?
Breakout rooms leading to moderated
discussion and response from former 
ABC presenter, Genevieve Jacobs AM
 
                               Supported by:

https://liturgyonthemargins.org/events/


Luke 14:1. 7-14 © Creative Ministry Resources

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Invite the poor to your feast

Who would you invite to your party? Fill out the invitation.

When you are invited to be  
a ________ ,  go and sit in the 
_____ place.

If you put yourself _____ others, 
you will be put down.

When you are _______  to a 
wedding feast, don’t sit in  
the _____  place.

If you _______  yourself,  
you will be honoured.

When you give a ______ ,  
invite the _____ ,  crippled,  
the lame and the _____.   
They ________ pay you back.

Use the words below to complete these sentences.

WORSTABOVE

INVITED
GUEST

BEST
HUMBLE

FEAST

POOR

BLIND

CANNOT

If you were invited to a party where would you sit? Circle the chair 
you would sit in and write down why you would sit there.
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  Try to find these words: 
 

door 
feast 
im

portant 
knock 
least 
narrow 
outside 
owner 
prophets 
saved 
teeth 
weep

 
 



ACTS AND DECREES OF THE PLENARY COUNCIL – TOPIC 6 
 

FORMATION AND LEADERSHIP FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
1. Pope Francis has observed that “what we are experiencing is not simply an epoch of 

changes, but an epochal change . . . It entails decisions that rapidly transform our ways 
of living, of rela?ng to one another, of communica?ng and thinking, of how 
different genera?ons relate to one another and how we understand and experience faith 
and science.” (Francis, “Christmas Gree?ngs to the Roman Curia,” 21 December 2019). This 
context calls for a re-assessment of the Church’s models of forma?on for leadership at all 
levels to ensure that they address the needs of the People of God, promote the mission 
of evangelisa?on, and strengthen the witness of all the bap?sed through personal and 
communal conversion. 

2. Throughout the dialogue and discernment of the Plenary Council, many recognised the 
need for appropriate forma?on and support to assist lay people in discerning and using 
their giOs wisely. The small group responses from the First General Assembly iden?fied 
the need for a variety of forma?on opportuni?es for members of the Church from leaders 
of Catholic en??es to parish family groups, from isolated parishes in the outback to 
Archdiocesan chanceries and for people in formal and informal roles. The forma?on and 
leadership of clergy was also iden?fied as cri?cal to the growth of dioceses and parishes 
and to future efforts at evangelisa?on in the wider community. The call for concrete ac?on 
to address improvements in governance and leadership and forma?on for a wider range 
of ministries consistently emerged as an important priority of this Council’s delibera?ons. 

3. The contexts, resources and challenges of parish life and ministry vary markedly across this 
vast land. Therefore, forma?on as a deepening of our knowledge of God and our 
discipleship of Christ needs to be adapted to the local circumstances. Such forma?on 
requires crea?ve mul?-dimensional, integrated and experien?al models and 
methods, which acknowledge the ethnic and cultural diversity of the Church and support 
the Catholic iden?ty, voca?on and mission of families, faith communi?es, schools, 
ins?tu?ons and agencies. The present moment is complex and requires a fundamental 
renewal of our missionary energies as well as the scope and style of resources needed to 
respond to what God is asking of us at this ?me. 

4. Pastoral leadership requires being aVen?ve to the voice of the Spirit within the Church and 
beyond, and must cul?vate commitment, mutuality, and synodality within the whole 
ecclesial community. While encouraging and nurturing the giOs of others, the call to 
Chris?an leadership necessarily requires fidelity to the Gospel and a con?nual growth and 
renewal of our closeness to Jesus Christ. Through their living witness to the great virtues 
of faith, hope and love, and their proclama?on of the Word, Chris?an leaders encourage 
the ecclesial community in the way of ongoing conversion which, in turn, supports and 
furthers missionary discipleship. Through appropriate and fruiYul ecclesial forma?on, each 
of the bap?sed comes to realise their missionary iden?ty. Each member of the faithful is, 
indeed, a mission, called to bring fullness of life, blessing and healing to all people (Francis, 
Evangelium Gaudium, n. 273). As all the bap?sed are called to be missionary disciples, 
all should be equipped and supported through regular opportuni?es and programs 
for ministerial and missionary forma?on. To give flesh and bones to God’s love in 
contemporary Australia, such forma?on should incorporate grounding in scripture and 
tradi?on, liturgy, proclama?on of the kerygma of the Risen Christ, the teaching of the 



Church about the God-given dignity of life, Catholic Social Teaching, and forma?on in 
prac?ces of synodality, interculturality, ecumenical dialogue, and interfaith rela?ons. 

5. Much work has already been undertaken in the area of forma?on, including the 
publica?on by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference of Norms for the Forma;on 
of Permanent Deacons and Guidelines for the Ministry and Life of Permanent Deacons 
(2016), a na?onal resource for Lay Pastoral Ministers, Faithful Stewards of God’s Grace, 
(2018), and Anointed and Sent: An Australian Vision for Catholic Youth Ministry (2014). 
New na?onal guidelines for seminary forma?on have also been approved by the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference and are in the final stages of being confirmed by the Holy 
See. The Na?onal Catholic Safeguarding Standards also require the development and 
implementa?on of policies for the ongoing forma?on of clergy, including 
professional/pastoral supervision, and there are opportuni?es to extend this into 
broader requirements for the professional development of lay leaders and ordained 
ministers. Many diocesan and eparchial agencies, ministerial public juridic persons, and 
ter?ary ins?tu?ons offer programs and courses for the forma?on of lay leaders, and those 
preparing for or engaged in ordained ministry. Therefore, mul?ple resources can be drawn 
upon and integrated into new strategies which respond to the call of this Council. 

6. A renewed focus for forma?on will priori?se forma?on of the domes?c Church by 
encouraging and accompanying parents, guardians, and caregivers in their voca?on as 
“the primary and principal” teachers of faith and recognising the crucial role of families 
as the “school” of Chris?an forma?on (Va?can II, Declara?on on Chris?an Educa?on, 
Gravissimum Educa;onis, 28 October 1965, n. 3). The Plenary Council recognises that 
forma?on for married life and paren?ng, arising from the bap?smal voca?on, requires an 
inten?onal and ongoing ministry of peer support, spiritual and sacramental 
accompaniment, and discerning reflec?on on and support for the challenges of each 
phase of married and family life. Forma?on for families requires new and crea?ve 
strategies that correspond to the rhythms of family life and provide accompaniment at all 
stages of their journey. 

7. Responding to the call for a renewal of forma?on, the Plenary Council endorses 
principles and strategies that develop models of forma?on to encourage and strengthen 
the apostolate of the laity in the world. This apostolate offers a par?cular prophe?c 
sign by seeking the common good and by concrete ac?ons that protect and promote 
human dignity, peace and jus?ce. AVen?ve to the ‘signs of the ?mes’, movements of the 
lay apostolate, in their various forms, offer the bap?sed a way to reflect on the concrete 
experiences of their lives in the light of the Gospel and engage as missionary disciples in the 
world. As a means for forma?on, the apostolate of the laity is grounded in scriptural 
reflec?on, recep?on of the ecclesial wisdom of our tradi?on, and prayerful communal 
discernment. This forma?on shapes Chris?an engagement with the broader Australian 
community through listening and dialogue and supports ac?ons for the transforma?on of 
society through daily commitment and public witness. 

8. In addressing these concerns for forma?on, it is important to consider and provide for 
both the needs of communi?es in this present ?me and the needs of the next genera?on. 
Par?cular aVen?on is required to aVend to the forma?on needs of regional and 
rural communi?es. Forma?on in faith and new forms of missionary discipleship lie at the 
heart of this Council’s work of planning for the future. 



9. THEREFORE, to meet the forma?on needs of the present and future, the Plenary 
Council commits the Church in Australia to developing and commijng to a culture of life-
long faith forma?on that will ensure: 

a. the diversity of the Catholic community is explicitly recognised; 

b. intercultural competency is encouraged, especially in rela?on to Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultures and spirituali?es; 

c. the equal dignity of women and men is affirmed and demonstrated; 

d. the renewal of faith forma?on within and for families in the context of the cri?cal role 
that marriage, paren?ng, and care-giving plays as a school of forma?on, is priori?sed 
and strengthened; 

e. the apostolate of the laity, ac?ng as “leaven in the world,” (Lumen Gen?um n. 31) 
is promoted, encouraged and supported; 

f. the hopes, concerns, spirituality, giOedness, energy and modes of communica?on and 
connec?on of young people are iden?fied, and incorporated, encouraged and 
celebrated; 

g. ongoing support and strategies for those who minister to young people; 

h. the rich variety of spiritual and devo?onal tradi?ons of the Church are appreciated and 
celebrated; and 

i. synodal prac?ces such as encounter, accompaniment, listening, dialogue, discernment, 
and collabora?on are fostered and deepened. 

 
 
DECREE 

The Fifth Plenary Council decrees: 
Article 1 
That each diocese and eparchy develop or strengthen strategic policies grounded in fidelity 
to the Gospel and closeness to Jesus Christ, to identify and support ministry and leadership 
formation. These will: 

a. acknowledge the genera?onal, cultural and ethnic diversity of the contemporary 
Church in Australia; 

b. recognise the changing community profile of many parish and faith communi?es, 
incorpora?ng an awareness of and outreach to those beyond these communi?es; 

c. enhance knowledge and skills for par?cipa?ng in local churches’ structures and 
processes for consulta?on, dialogue and decision-making; 

d. address the par?cular needs of clergy, with focuses on ini?al forma?on and selec?on 
processes, and ongoing support and forma?on; 

e. include strategies for ini?a?on, ongoing forma?on and appropriate forms of mentoring 
and  accompaniment (human,  spiritual,  intellectual  and  pastoral)  that foster 
collabora?on and are grounded in adult educa?on principles; 

f. provide ongoing support and strategies for those who minister to young people; 



g. support opportuni?es for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholics to undertake 
forma?on and training, ensuring that local circumstances and social data are taken into 
account; and 

h. consider avenues for financial support through scholarships, sponsorships and grants. 

i.  

Article 2 
That the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference commission the Australian Catholic Biblical 
Association and the Australian Catholic Theological Association to liaise with appropriate 
Catholic and diocesan agencies, institutions and educational providers in order to enhance 
cross-institutional engagement and development of resources and formation programs. The 
design of these resources and programs will carefully consider the needs of rural and regional 
areas and creatively assess the use of available technology in order to improve delivery and 
accessibility. 

Article 3 
That the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference establish a working group with expertise in 
formation to develop national Formation for Leadership strategies and guidelines designed 
for clergy, religious and lay leaders to address the possibilities and challenges of synodal 
leadership in parishes and diocesan and eparchial agencies and support the Church’s work of 

evangelisation. These strategies and guidelines will: 

a. have a na?onal scope and be adaptable to local circumstances; 

b. aim to enhance competencies in leadership and commitment to synodal prac?ces, with 
a focus on building communi?es that are welcoming to all, with par?cular aVen?on to 
those on the margins of society and the Church; 

c. iden?fy and promote models of effec?ve engagement with government and civil 
society; 

d. ensure leaders are formed in scripture, tradi?on and ecclesiology; and 

e. foster a spirituality of leadership through personal and communal prayer, connec?on 
to the sacramental life of the church, and commitment to service 

Article 4 
That the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference establish a working group with expertise in 
Catholic Social Teaching to develop a national framework for formation in Catholic Social 
Teaching that will encourage, support and expand the offering of programs in Catholic Social 
Teaching. Situated within the broader teaching and mission of the Church, this framework will 
emphasise the social dimension of the Church’s mission, incorporating contemporary analysis 
of the Australian context, with a particular focus on the formation requirements of leaders in 
Catholic social service, health and aged care organisations, Catholic education and dioceses. 

The Eastern Catholic Churches in Australia will interpret the decrees of the Fifth Plenary 
Council of Australia in accordance with the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches and the 
traditions of each church sui iuris. 

In accordance with canon 446 of the Code of Canon Law, this decree is not to be promulgated 
until it has been reviewed by the Apostolic See. It will be promulgated in Australasian Catholic 
Record and the website of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference in accordance with its 
usual practice. The decrees will oblige six months after promulgation. 


	Hearing Loop
	1st Friday Mass of Blessing of the Sick
	Altar Server Training Course

