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Parish of Baulkham fills

Fourth Sunday of dvent - 22nd Pecgmber 2024

Baulkham Hills parish is committed to being a community of safeguarding,
with zero-tolerance to abuse of any form.
For details on safeguarding, please visit the diocesan safeguarding
parracatholic.org/safeguarding

St Michael’s
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PARISH NOTES

Dear Fellow Parishioners

When Fr Joe arrived he shortly thereafter appointed a
new Parish Finance Committee (PFC). That Committee has
now met on two occasions, 4 November and 9 December.
The first meeting was for the new Committee members
to meet each other and to become acquainted with the
state of Parish Finances while the second dealt more in
depth with particular aspects of desired and needed
projects.

| felt it would be good to be able to advise the
Community of where the Parish stands in relation to
financial matters.

Firstly, there is no doubt that there is a lack of funds.
Since COVID and, unfortunately a continuing pattern,
there has been a drop in the Envelope collections (2nd
collection). Cost of living obviously plays a part in this
situation and it is quite clear that contributions cannot be
increased if people just can’t afford to do that...so while
there needs to be a concerted effort to get the Envelope
collections to a more sustainable level no one is being
asked to contribute more than they can afford. However,
everyone is asked to have a look at your current level of
support and give some thought as to whether it can
possibly be increased....and if you are not at present
donating via direct debit please give moving to direct
debit consideration because it provides financial stability
to our Parish and allows us to be sustainable. At a date
into the new year the PFC will come back with
information on the type of totals the Parish needs to be
able to be sustainable.

Secondly, there are several projects which need our
attention.

The Old St Michael’s

Restoration of the old Church has already been flagged
some time ago. It is a heritage building (indeed some of
the sandstone came from St Mary’s Cathedral after one
of its fires) and requires special treatment for restoration.
The unique building could be a dedicated Chapel (perhaps
a Marian Chapel dedicated to Our Lady) and could indeed
be an investment for the Parish in terms of income
production from weddings etc. However, costs of
restoration would be considerable and the obtaining of
those funds needs careful consideration.

The New St Michael’s

| use the word “new” to differentiate from the
above....BUT the “new” is now 44 years old — and the
components are 44 years old. As such, there is quite an
amount of maintenance that needs to be carried out,
some fairly pressing. Two of those areas are as follows:

....The Leaking Roof

Whenever there is substantial rain out come the bins and
buckets and I’'m sure you would have noticed these (have
a look at the damaged ceiling above the organ). There are
major leaks above where the organ is located, in the
crying room, in the entrance to the confessional and in
the foyer. Clearly these need to be addressed as a matter
of urgency.

....The carpet

The carpet too is 44 years old and has been stretched
previously to try to overcome the ripples. It has now
become a major issue and could be a safety hazard with
not just more ripples in the aisles but with joins opening
up in front of the Sanctuary. Frankly, 44 year old carpet
has served us well but replacement is now inevitable.

The new PFC considered the roof leaks and carpet
rectification to be key areas of maintenance requiring
important attention. Something needs to be done and
relatively quickly...but, as the TV advertisement says
“Where will we get the money for that?” Well, an overall
increase in the envelope collections would help but it
would take a long time to get the total needed.

So, perhaps the answer is the Parish needs to approach
the Diocesan Development Fund (DDF) for a loan to allow
these projects to proceed....but, of course, the PFC will
need to show the DDF that repayments can be
sustained.

The purpose of this report to you is to familiarise you
with just some of the problems with which we are
confronted. While practical solutions are needed, and the
generous support of all is very much appreciated, your
continuing prayers too for our wonderful Parish
community are definitely needed.

Sincerely
Paul Waite
Chair PFC on behalf of Fr Joe
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Commissioning of the new X
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Readings: Micah 5:1-4; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-44

LI

Entrance Antiphon

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the
clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened and
bring forth a Saviour.

LI

The PPC is one of the most important Parish bodies.

A PPC promotes and supports the evangelising mission of a 3
Parish, working in collaboration with the Parish Priest to %

Response to the Psalm:
Lord, make us turn to you;
let us see your face and se shall be saved.

foster the spiritual and pastoral life of all the Christian ¢
faithful. X
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Hence, | have appointed the following parishioners to the
PPC for a period of three years:

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!

| am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

a9t

1) Maria Harrison (chair, starting from February 2025),

a0t

2) Zali Turner (coordinator of youth and young adults),

3) David Ison [ Jess Banayos (coordinators of liturgy),

4) Steve Harrison (coordinator of parish renewal),

5) Richard McGuiness (coordinator of mission),

6) Nick Redden (deputy chair and coordinator of
social welfare and wellbeing).

Communion Antiphon
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his
name will be called Emmanuel.

Next Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
1 Sam 1:20-22, 24-28; 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52
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MASS LINK FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Year C Two portfolios (maintenance & property; ecumenism) %
The Mass link for the Fourth Sunday in Advent is https:// | % remain vacant. | would welcome expression of interest for %
youtube.com/live/k8qcOOUFac8. Please copy the link into | % S
browser if it does not immediately work.
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& these two remaining portfolios on the PPC.
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< Since the Council is a ministry of service to the entire parish, it 3
Mass is usually live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm

from Our Lady of Lourdes and available for viewing
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links
via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.

% is most appropriate that new members are introduced as :
% Councillors to the parish community.
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¢ This is best done by commissioning new members to the §

¢ Council within a Sunday Eucharist during which the parish
SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist
with the proper recording for the second collection,
please include your envelope number if you have one.

0590390

community pray, recognise, accept, and to offer support to all
members of PPC.
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Hence, | invite you to attend this Sunday 10am Mass
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Fr Joe
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For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests
BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

together

weserve
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For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection —
for support of the Parish

RS IOCINIKIOCA N SOCH SN HK KX NS0 0 IO SNSRI HK S RC KSR S KK

BSB 067 950 ONE FAITH, ONE FAMILY ;
Account No 000000214 e SR80 53300058525 SeRsoeRsoRelseo {5oRsoe05o
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills Any travel plan for 2025 yet?

Reference Envelope Number or Your Name
Ever been to Central Europe (Germany, Austria, Poland,

For EFT to the St Michael’s Special Account Hungary, Slovakia and Czech Republic?

BSB 067950 Fr Joe is traveling there from 11th — 25th May 2025 with
Acct No 100005310 COSMOS TRAVELS

Acct Name Special Purposes

Reference Your name and please email details to Few places are still available.

admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au | The Price per person Twin Share is $ 5290.00 (Tour Cost only).
Cosmos Travels is happy to assist you with booking flights and
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link your post tour personal travel plans.
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/ '

B A . Please contact June Bouche for more details:
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills +61 401 895 998
® O

june.rubytravels@gmail.com
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Congratulations to {g
+ Thea Bennett
+ Eleanor Egan

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week

We pray that their faith may be an important and
integral part of their life.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE -
PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24 December

T 5.30pm Family Mass St Michael’s

T 6.00pm Family Mass Our Lady of Lourdes

T 8.00pm St Michael’s

T 8.00pm Our Lady of Lourdes (live streamed)

Christmas Day - Wednesday 25 December
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0 priests, the 9:30am Mass at OLOL on Thursday, [
[ December 26th has been cancelled. 0
I 0
I I
0 I
I I

I

I

Sincere apologies for the inconvenience caused.
Please attend the 9:15am Mass St Michael’s.

U God bless
0 FrJoe 0
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Please also remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased:

Anniversaries: Alice Redden, Michael Farrell,
Sr Edith Angel

Remembrance:

Sick: Peter Maguire, Bill Rowan, Natasha Leitao,

Felix Melinz, Arlene D’'Cruz, Jacqui Sneesby, Jo Khong,
Rebecca Grech, Monera Obeid, Judy Poon, Cathy Vella,
Margaret White, Tony Biddle, Connie Rivas, Joey & Noah,
Greg Hopwood, Garry Eldersley, Katherine 1zzo,

Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Debra Price, Mary Burns,
Kong Su Chong, Jamal Kairouz, Frank Jacobs,

Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Judy Taylor, Jacinta Hollins,
Baby Carter McGhie, Florgina Henry, Richard Miranda,
Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Jane Gibson, Mabel Yabsley,
Joseph MacDermid, Catherine Hemmings,

Young William Merhi, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM,

Greg Brown, Violet Nehme, Khyla Meighan, Benett Perera,
Lisa Middleton, Charlie Howell, Frankie Fernandez,
Leonie Turner, Rod Johnson, Maria Roche, Joel Uvero,
Melba Oki, Peter Dawson, Harry & Pam Williams,

Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford, Honor Rosario,

Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara, Anne Torina Wayman,
Evan Garcia, Brian Roche, Warren Moses, Carmel Willis,
Matthew Burke, Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme,

Deba Beani, Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all who
areill.
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« Christmas is a time for giving ...
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T Midnight Mass St Michael’s
T 8.00am Mass St Michael’s
T 9.30am Mass Our Lady of Lourdes
T 10.00am Mass St Michael’s
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not just of presents to our families
and friends.

- THE GIFT OF -

this
Christmas

Have you thought of giving to your N

parish as well? Our parish relies on your generosity to
sustain our liturgical sacramental, pastoral care, and
charitable works.

Please consider a monetary gift to your parish during the
Christmas time. Thank you for your donation.

To donate, please refer to the banking details below:
BSB 067 950

Acct N0 100005310

Acct Name Special Purposes

Reference Your name and please email details to
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown is
seeking a dedicated and enthusiastic Parish Secretary to join
the parish team on a part time basis, working from the Parish
Offices at St Patrick’s Church, 51-19 Allawah Street,
Blacktown. This position is for 4 days per week, Tuesday to
Friday, with working hours from 9am to 4pm. This role offers a
unigue opportunity to support the mission of the Church in
Western Sydney.

For job description and details, please email
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au

Francis Alphonse at Chrysalis
Law Group provides a range
of legal services.

CHRYSALIS

Home visits for the elderly and infirm
at no extra charge in selected areas.
Ph 02 8046 7666
francis@chrysalislegal.com.au
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Parish of Baulkham Hills
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Parish Priest
Assistant Priest
Assistant Deacons

The Parish of Baulkham Hills - St Michael’s Parish (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator
Assistant Secretary

OUR LADY OF LOURDES MASS CENTRE
1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755
Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Father Joseph Lam
Father Thomas Bui
Deacon Roque Dias

Mon - Fri:

Monica O’Callaghan
Betty Cheung

Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm
Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am

RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am
Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST

Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

St Michael’s Church

Our Lady of Lourdes Mass Centre

Sun _8am: M. O’Loan 10am: G. Wongso 6pm: A. Saker

Mass LECTORS LECTORS 21/22 December 2024
Times 21/22 DECEMBER 2024 28/29 DECEMBER 2024
Saturd R.G R. Robb, M. Bold ACOLYTE
Sa;gr ?X N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, C. Ryan M D?;Eﬁ;’a - Robb, M. Boldt,
~oP ) Saturday 6 pm |R. Barros
Sunday M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, D. Ison, V. Vella, G. Enright,
8.00am | A. Sullivan R. Brook Sunday 9:30 am | |. Starkey
Sunday .| S. Butler, T. Dwyer, S. McBain, LECTORS
10.00 am S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, B. Fabri T. Reodique
Sunday A Goonan. A Hav. | Lazar S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, Saturday 6 pm | Z. Booth, M. Leslie
6.00 pm ’ A Ay, D. Mascarenhas
Sunday 9:30 am | M. Guillema, M. Guillema
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
Times 21/22 DECEMBER 2024 28/29 DECEMBER 2024
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
Saturday |G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, K. McEIduff, R. Gosper, L. Karam,
5.30 pm [R. Gosper, E. Hanrahan W. Ng Saturday 6 pm | R. Muscat
Sunday B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Boguradzki, R. Waite, Sunday 9:30 am | J. Starkey, L. Ryall
8.00 am B. Smith R. McGuiness
28/29 December 2024
Sunday J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden | N. Redden, C. Malinis,
10.00 am ACOLYTE
Sunday J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins, : .
6.00 pm A ROdrigUeS P. Flnnerty, S. Stagnltta, E. Lee Saturday (5] pm R. Barros
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 22.12.24 WEEK BEGINNING 29.12.24 Sunday 9:30 am |I. Starkey
LECTORS
COUNTERS Counters 22.12_.24 Counters 29.12.24
Team 5 : P. Waite Team 6 : K. Cope
Saturday 6 pm |N. Colaco, P. Lewis
FLOWER Saturday 28.12.24 : Saturday 04.01.25:
MINISTRY [ M. Medvidovic, R O’'Donnell M. Mufsud, R. O’'Donnell, V. Wells .
vidov! aisu Sunday 9:30 am |C. Coxall, A. Mitchell
Team 4: ]
CHURCH ) “Dsouza, Y. Franco, Team 5: EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
CLEANING S. Sordo, S. Fernando, N. Navarro
V. Fernandes, G. Fernandes
Saturday 6 pm |G. Yee
PROJECTOR Weekend 28th/29th Dec 2024 - Masses: Sat 5:30pm: L. Fernandes

Sunday 9:30 am | M. Murrow, M. Menasse
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