St Michael’s

Parish of Baulkham tills

First Sunday of ddvent - st December 2024

OLOL

PARISH NOTES

Dear Friends,

Pope Francis has declared the theme for Advent 2024 to be
"Pilgrims of Hope". Research in psychology indicates that
hope can improve our well-being because it assists us in our
effort to manage stress and anxiety and even cope with
adversity. It also contributes to our well-being and happiness
and motivates positive action. Hence, hope helps us keep

going.

The overall interest of the first advent Sunday’s gospel is one
of hope and expectation. Even though the evangelist Luke
describes the end times in colourful images - the world will be
shaken and devastated, and people will live in fear and
anxiety - one thing remains: Christ will come again, and his
presence will give people confidence. The coming of the Son
of Man will seem catastrophic (vv. 25-26), but it will usher in
the redemption of believers (v. 28). It will give birth to a
wonderful new world and the creation will be restored to
God’s original design. Luke invites us to stay awake and to be
confident.

Currently, our parish is facing great challenges. | believe that
the number of Mass attendance in both communities has
dropped since Covid. While the number at St Michael’s could
be higher, | am concerned particularly about the low number
at OLOL.

The COVID-19 pandemic has reduced the sense of belonging.
Relationships with those who are proximate, physically close
with whom people have face-to-face contact, have been
disrupted most which, in turn, has challenged the sense of
belonging to a community. As a result, the sense of deep
connectedness, affiliation, and integration with a social group
or community has been eroded.

In addition to the disruption of social belonging, the rising
cost of living and reduction of financial position of
households will continue to add pressure on our parish
income will decline further. A recent survey in October 2024
shows that the average church attendee gives less than 3%
of their income to the church. The lack of fund and resources
will greatly impact our parish mission, evangelization and
administrative operation as we cannot keep up with the
much-needed repair, maintenance and upgrade of the two
churches and sites.

Societies have changed much over the centuries, some
things for the better, and some for the worse. Today, we do
not have the communities that our ancestors had.

So, the most important question we must ask ourselves is
this one: What kind of community do we want Baulkham Hills
to become? If we see our parish as the One Body of Christ,
then our parish should display this quality: For a body to
function well the different parts must be functional, and if we
are not connected to the body, we cannot function. A body

can learn to work without a limb; however, it is usually not as
efficient as if it had all of its working parts. Likewise, it is
important that we do our part in the Body so we are not
handicapping our parish. We are to encourage one another,
challenge one another to do good things, and help one
another grow. Post-Covid, venturing out and getting back to
normal can cause fear for some, but we are told in 2 Timothy
1:7 that a spirit of fear is not from God.

So, | invite you to commit and to taking part in community
today? What will you do to take the first step?

I am very hopeful that we will be able to make our parish
much stronger. On hope, Pope Francis writes so beautifully:
"We must fan the flame of hope that has been given us, and
help everyone to gain new strength and certainty by looking
to the future with an open spirit, a trusting heart and far-
sighted vision."

Fr Joe

MASS LINK FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Year C
The Mass link for the First Sunday in Advent is https://
youtube.com/live/1B1dwZ02MIw. Please copy the link into
browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is usually live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm
from Our Lady of Lourdes and available for viewing
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via
the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with
the proper recording for the second collection, please include
your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests
BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection - for
support of the Parish

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills

Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

For EFT to the St Michael’s Special Account

BSB 067 950

Acct No 100005310

Acct Name Special Purposes

Reference Your name and please email details to

admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhambhills
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https://youtube.com/live/1B1dwZ02Mlw
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Readings: Jer 33:14-16; 1 Thess 3:12-4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Entrance Antiphon

To you, | lift up my soul, O my God. In you, | have trusted; let
me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me;
and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

Response to the Psalm:
To you, O Lord, | lift my soul.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its
increase.

Next Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6

PARRAMATTA

’; CATHOLIC FOUNDATION

Homeless young mothers

: : 3k
and their children desperately N\
need your help this Christmas N

Your kind-hearted gift and prayers will provide practical
and emotional support, and a safe haven to call home.

BiSHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CATHOLIC CARE’S

Houses 10 HOMES

This Christmas, will you help homeless mothers and children
find a safe place to call home and rebuild their lives? Your
kind-hearted gift and prayers will help Catholic Care Western
Sydney and the Blue Mountains provide homeless mothers
and their children with practical and
emotional support, and a safe haven to call
home. Please give generously to the
Bishop’s Christmas Appeal at
parracatholic.org/appeal or scan this QR
code to give your gift of a new beginning
today. Thank you.

INVITATION TO ADVENT MEDITATION WITH PRAYERS AND
REFLECTIONS PREPARED BY FR JOE

| The Christmas season can be hectic and not as
L contemplative as you would like.

% That's why | have a gift for you:

At the beginning of Advent, your time out awaits you. We are
getting into the mood for Christmas with friendly serenity. This
will strengthen your inner peace and relaxation so that you
can consciously face this special time and the upcoming
Christmas.

For this purpose, | have written prayers and contemplative
texts for each week of Advent that will help you find inner
peace so that you can prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ.
You can pray with the texts by yourself, or with your whole
family and friends.

If you would like a copy of the advent meditation, please
contact the parish office admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au.

We would be happy to email you the Advent meditation.

Anointing of the seriously sick

Will take place on Friday 6 December
during the 9.15am Mass at St Michael's
and the 9.30am Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes

First Friday Morning Tea at
St Michael’s!

Morning tea for Christmas will be in the
Downey Room after morning Mass on Friday 6
December. All are welcomel!

o FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION
Eucharistic Adoration will take place at St Michael’s
Church every first Friday of the month from 7:30 to
8:30pm. All are welcome!
The next event is on Friday 6 December

STAY FOR A CUPPA!

All are welcome to stay for morning tea after 10am mass on
SUNDAY 8™ December. It’s the last one for 2024! Come and
have a cuppa and a chat. Morning tea will be served at the
side entrance of the church.

No cost involved. No need to RSVP. MeEA'C

EVERYONE WELCOME ©

Would you like to help?
Email Emma Baker at

alphateam2153@gmail.com

JOIN PRRISH SHARE

parishshare.com.au

parishshare.com.au

Unique Church Coupon Code:

parishofbh2153

HOMILY GHANNEL SUPPORT LOCAL
COMMUNITY
Website Update People can post help

requests, find events,
groups, services, job
opportunities & more

0

Email Newsletter
Mobile App

(3

INCOME FOR INGOME FOR

CHURCHES PARISHIONERS
Additional advertising Parishioners get

income for more customers and

jobs from parish

articipating churches
P P 9 share platform.

Advertise and checkout with Unique Church Coupon Code to
receive discount and support our church. Qur Code is:

parishofbh2153
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Bapltsin o
Congratulations to

+ Jaela Fisher-Harris
+ Rafael Macalinao
+ Isaac Meniconi

V7

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week

We pray that their faith may be an important and
integral part of her life.

Our Week

Tuesday 03 December
Memorial - St Francis Xavier

Saturday 07 December
Memorial - St Ambrose

PIETY STALL

o Columban calendars now in stock $11 each
o Christmas Cards $4 for packet of 8
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Please also remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased:
Irena Zalewski, Clarence Farrell, Gerard Butler,
Brian Orme, Mary Wall

Anniversaries:
Bernadette McLoughlin, Joe Di Giulio, John Newson,
Isabel Olive Farquharson, Francis Xavier Nguyen

Sick:

Bill Rowan, Natasha Leitao, Felix Melinz, Arlene D’Cruz,
Jacqui Sneesby, Jo Khong, Rebecca Grech, Monera Obeid,
Judy Poon, Margaret White, Tony Biddle, Connie Rivas,
Cathy Vella, Greg Hopwood, Garry Eldersley,

Katherine Izzo, Joey & Noah, Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros,
Debra Price, Mary Burns, Kong Su Chong, Jamal Kairouz,
Frank Jacobs, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, Judy Taylor,
Baby Carter McGhie, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt,

Jacinta Hollins, Florgina Henry, Richard Miranda,

Jane Gibson,Joseph MacDermid, Catherine Hemmings,
Young William Merhi, Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM,

Mabel Yabsley, Greg Brown, Violet Nehme, Khyla Meighan,
Benett Perera, Lisa Middleton, Charlie Howell,

Frankie Fernandez, Leonie Turner, Rod Johnson,

Maria Roche, Joel Uvero, Melba Oki, Peter Dawson,

Harry & Pam Williams, Peter Campbell, Philippa Ford,
Honor Rosario, Lavinia Costello, Pablo Herrara,

Anne Torina Wayman, Evan Garcia, Brian Roche,

Warren Moses, Carmel Willis, Matthew Burke,

Julie Bracks, Roumanos Nehme, Deba Beani,

Edward Beani, Jenny Francis and all who are ill.

Register
Your Interest

GHESE

Saturday, 7th December 2024
(after 5:30pm Mass)

St Michael’s Church
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills.

* Bring your picnic dinner, snacks & drinks. ‘ ‘
* Bring your chairs, picnic rugs & mozzie repellent.

* BYO Electric Candles (no open flames pleose) Event is proudly sponsored by
Community Bank

Galston & District

Phone 9653 2227

Mobile 0435 664109

B Bendigo Bank

* Candles will be available for a gold coin donation.
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TRINITY

AV PRODUCTIONS & EVENTS
Erich - 0421 449 320

A life changing opportunity for those considering
becoming a Catholic Christian

The journey begins Dec 1st in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.
If you or anyone you know is interested please contact
Monica 9639 0598 or Brad 0418 619 510.

It begins with an awareness...or stirring in one’s heart
for something more.

It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.
Maybe it’s God calling you to -
explore the life of faith, love, and
justice within the community of
the Catholic Church.

—

RCIA is more than a
rogram of instruction.
s a process of conversion.

ion of Adults

OT ALTAR SERVER Tﬂ EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST ALTAR

J TRAINING LSERVER TRAINING

If your son or daughter has made their first holy communion
and is interested in training to become an altar server , please
complete the following form using this link or email the parish
office admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

Francis Alphonse at Chrysalis
Law Group provides a range
of legal services.

CHRYSALIS

Home visits for the elderly and infirm
at no extra charge in selected areas.
Ph 02 8046 7666
francis@chrysalislegal.com.au
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest
Assistant Deacons

Father Joseph Lam
Father Thomas Bui
Deacon Roque Dias

The Parish of Baulkham Hills - St Michael’s Parish (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

OUR LADY OF LOURDES MASS CENTRE
1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755
Email: admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

St Michael’s Church

Our Lady of Lourdes Mass Centre

Mass LECTORS LECTORS 30 November/01 December 2024
Times 30 NOVEMBER /01 DECEMBER 2024 07/08 DECEMBER 2024
Saturd R.G R. Robb, M. Boldt. ACOLYTE
aturday . Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, .
, G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky
530 pm (M. D'Souza Saturday 6 pm |John Vassett
Sunday D. Ison, V. Vella, G. Enright, M. Cameron, C. Worthington,
8.00am |R. Brook G. Machado Sunday 9 am | lan Starkey
Sunday S. Butler, T. Dwyer, S. McBain, J. Van Gend, M. Reefman, LECTORS
10.00 am | T. Reodique M. Neylan
Saturday 6 pm | Paul Lewis, Jane Wilks
Sunday S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, M. Moloney, M. Moloney, S. Turner,
6.00 pm [D. Mascarenhas A. Rodrigues Sunday 9 am | Helen Thomas, Kevin Keane
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
Times 30 NOVEMBER /01 DECEMBER 2024 07/08 DECEMBER 2024 EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
. . I Saturday 6 pm | Robert Muscat
Saturday | K. McElduff, D. Rodrigues, G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, L. Karam,
5.30 pm |L.Karam E. Hanrahan Janina Starkey
Sunday 9 am - 7
- Kristina Prawira-Roberts
Sunday . . B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood,
8.00 am T. Barnes, S. Espiritu, C. Harding S. Espiritu, B. Smith 07708 b v
ecember
Sunday |, g D. W C. Malinis  |J. B M. I C. Malini
10.00 am |- Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis . Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis ACOLYTE
Sunday P. Finnerty, E. Lee, R. Borg, . Saturday 6 pm | John Cavaleri
6.00 pm |A. Rodrigues J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 01.12.24 WEEK BEGINNING 08.12.24 Sunday 9am | Anthony Pope
LECTORS
COUNTERS Counters 01.12.24 Counters 08.12.24
Team 2: K. McElduff Team 3 :R. McGuiness Saturday 6 pm | Peter Steele, Maureen Steele
FLOWER Saturday 07.12.24 : Saturday 14.12.24 : .
MINISTRY | M. Mifsud, R. O'Donnell, V. Wells | D. Maglalang, N. Fernando, R. Krahe Sunday9am | Anne Mitchell, Helen Thomas
CHURCH |S. Essey, D. Haddad, T.Haddad  |P. Mascarenhas, D. Sharma EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
CLEANING A. Baker, K. Baker
J- Navarro Saturday 6 pm | Madeline Leslie
PROJECTOR Weekend 07th/08th December 2024 - Masses: Sat 5:30pm: Volunteer Sunday 9 Madeleine Menasse,
Sun 8am: D.Grech  10am: M. Ezzy 6pm: A. Saker unday 9am | .. ene Murrow
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