Parish of Baulkham Hills
St Michagl’s Chureh

Our lsord Jesus Christ, Ring of the Universe ~ 24th November 2024

PARISH NOTES

Dear Friends,

The Feast of Christ the King was introduced in 1925 by Pope
Pius XI when the Catholic Church was challenged by secular
ideologies.

The proclamation of the imminent "reign of God" is at the
heart of Jesus' preaching and marks the beginning of his
public appearance. By driving out demons with God's finger,
by healing the sick, by forgiving sins with his own authority,
and by inviting sinners to his table, Jesus establishes the
reign of God in the midst of a threatening and threatened
world.

Today's Sunday Gospel reversed the trial that the Jerusalem
religious elite and the Roman Governor Pontius Pilate
conducted against Jesus and made Jesus their actual
accuser. In this way, Jesus confronts the entire religious and
secular world of that time. The purpose of Jesus' coming into
the world is described here as "bearing witness to the truth."
According to John 8:40, Jesus heard the "truth" he speaks
from God. The one who comes "not from here" bears witness
from "there." With his question "What is truth?" Pilate
demonstrates that he is not one of those who are of the
truth. Since the evangelist emphasizes elsewhere that the
devil neither stands in the truth nor is there truth in him (John
8:44), Pilate's question is by no means an expression of
skeptical distance or political calculation, but an indirect
indication that behind the representative of Roman power,
ultimately, the "ruler of the world" becomes visible, who has
no part in the truth to which Jesus bears witness. In contrast
to the Roman governor, the followers of Jesus know the
answer: “What is truth?” because Jesus himself revealed to
them shortly before his arrest “I am the way, the truth and
the life” (John 14:6).

The Feast of Christ the King calls us once again, like the
disciples of that time, to reaffirm our faith in Jesus Christ.
There is only one Truth, accessible to all since salvation is
offered to all.

Like Pontius Pilate, some deny the possibility of knowing the
truth (cf. John 18:38), or even argue against the existence of
an universal Truth.

There are, however, others who misinterpret this search for
truth. They are led to irrationality and fanaticism and lock
themselves in "their truth" with the intention of imposing it on
others. They are like the blinded legalists who, when they see
Jesus beaten and bleeding, shout in anger, "Crucify him!" (cf.
John 19:6).

However, anyone who acts unreasonably cannot become a
disciple of Jesus. Faith and reason are both necessary and
complementary in the search for Truth. God created us with a
natural calling to the Truth and endowed us with reason for
this. It is certainly not unreasonableness but the pursuit of
Truth that the Christian faith promotes. Each person must
explore the Truth and, when he encounters it, choose it, even
if this involves sacrifice.

The encounter with the One who is the person of Truth
inspires us to share this treasure with others, especially
through our testimony. In Him we find the Truth about God
and about ourselves. He helps us to conquer our selfishness,
to limit our demands and to overcome what weighs us down.
Anyone who does evil, whoever sins, is a slave to sin and will
never be free (cf. Jn 8:34). Only when we renounce hatred,
and our hardened and blind hearts will we be free and a new
life will blossom within us.

Congratulations to all children who have received their First
Holy Communion. You are now called to be true witnesses of
the Truth.

| am indebted to Betty, Monica, David and Louise for their
assistance in preparing our children for their First Holy
Communion.

Have a wonderful weekend

Fr Joe

MASS LINK FOR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE
UNIVERSE - Year B

The Mass link for Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
is https://youtube.com/live/YrxfOgEalgY. Please copy the link
into browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is usually live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm
from Our Lady of Lourdes and available for viewing
afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via
the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with
the proper recording for the second collection, please include
your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection - for
support of the Parish

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

For EFT to the St Michael’s Special Account

BSB 067 950

Acct No 100005310

Acct Name Special Purposes

Reference Your name and please email details to

admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhambhills



https://youtube.com/live/Yrxf0gEalgY
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Entrance Antiphon

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and
divinity, and wisdom and strength and honour. To him belong
glory and power for ever and ever.

First Reading Dan 7:13-14

| gazed into the visions of the night.

And | saw, coming on the clouds of heaven,
one like a son of man.

He came to the one of great age

and was led into his presence.

On him was conferred sovereignty,

glory and kingship,

and men of all peoples, nations and languages became his
servants.

His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty
which shall never pass away,

nor will his empire be destroyed.

Responsorial Psalm
(R) The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty.

1. The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed; the Lord has
robed himself with might, he has girded himself with
power. (R.)

2. The world you made firm, not to be moved; your throne
has stood firm from of old. From all eternity, O Lord, you
are. (R.)

3. Truly your decrees are to be trusted. Holiness is fitting to
your house, O Lord, until the end of time. (R.)

Second Reading Apoc 1:5-8

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the First-born from the
dead, the Ruler of the kings of the earth. He loves us and has

washed away our sins with his blood, and made us a line of
kings, priests to serve his God and Father; to him, then, be
glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. It is he who is
coming on the clouds; everyone will see him, even those who
pierced him, and all the races of the earth will mourn over
him. This is the truth. Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’
says the Lord God, who is, who was, and who is to come, the
Almighty.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom
of David our Father; blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord.

Alleluia!

Gospel Jn 18:33-37

‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Pilate asked. Jesus replied,
‘Do you ask this of your own accord, or have others spoken to
you about me?’ Pilate answered, ‘Am | a Jew? It is your own
people and the chief priests who have handed you over to
me: what have you done?’ Jesus replied, ‘Mine is not a
kingdom of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, my
men would have fought to prevent my being surrendered to
the Jews. But my kingdom is not of this kind.” ‘So you are a
king then?’ said Pilate. ‘It is you who say it answered Jesus.
‘Yes, | am a king. | was born for this, | came into the world for
this: to bear witness to the truth; and all who are on the side
of truth listen to my voice.’

Communion Antiphon
The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will bless his people

with peace.

Next Sunday: First Sunday of Advent
Jer 33:14-16; 1 Thess 3:12-4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Our Crucifix is
back as New

. Our heartfelt thanks
to Slava Blahut for
her contribution
towards the cost of
the restoration of the crucifix, and also to
Fr Wim who organised its restoration

and transport.

A huge thank you also goes to
Norman Stagnitta and George who repaired
and prepared the pole with exceptional skill.
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It could be a curiosity or a sense -
of longing for fulfilment. Maybe
it’s God calling you to explore the
life of faith, love, and justice
within the community of
the Catholic Church.

A life changing opportunity for those considering becoming a

Catholic Christian

The journey begins Dec 1st in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.
If you or anyone you know is interested please contact

Monica 9639 0598 or Brad 0418 619 510.

It begins with an awareness...or stirring in one’s heart

for something more.

RCIA is more than a
rogram of instruction.
s a process of conversion.

o Adul




BiSHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CATHOLIC CARE’S

HOuUSES T0 HOMES

This Christmas, will you help homeless mothers and children
find a safe place to call home and rebuild their lives? Your
kind-hearted gift and prayers will help Catholic Care Western
Sydney and the Blue Mountains provide homeless mothers

support, and a safe haven to call home. Please
give generously to the Bishop’s Christmas
Appeal at parracatholic.org/appeal or scan
this QR code to give your gift of a new
beginning today. Thank you.

INVITATION TO ADVENT MEDITATION WITH PRAYERS AND
REFLECTIONS PREPARED BY FR JOE

| The Christmas season can be hectic and not
“ as contemplative as you would like.

| That's why | have a gift for you:

¥ At the beginning of Advent, your time out

. awaits you. We are getting into the mood for
" Christmas with friendly serenity. This will

strengthen your inner peace and relaxation so that you can

consciously face this special time and the upcoming

Christmas.

For this purpose, | have written prayers and contemplative
texts for each week of Advent that will help you find inner
peace so that you can prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ.

You can pray with the texts by yourself, or with your whole
family and friends.

If you would like a copy of the advent meditation, please
contact the parish office
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au.

We would be happy to email you the Advent meditation.

JOIN PARISH SHARE

parishshare.com.au

parishshare.com.au

Unique Church Coupon Code:
parishofbh2153

HOMILY CHANNEL SUPPORT LOCAL
COMMUHNITY
Website Update People can post help
Email Newsletter requests, find events,

groups, services, job
opportunities & more

o

Mobile App

INCOME FOR INCOME FOR
GHURCHES PARISHIONERS
Additional advertising Parishioners get
income for more customers and

jobs from parish

articipating churches
P P 9 share platform.

Advertise and checkout with Unique Church Coupon Code to
receive discount and support our church. Our Code is:
parishofbh2153
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Saturday, 7th December 2024 gy
(after 5:30pm Mass)

o

* Bring your picnic dinner, snacks & drinks.

St Michael’s Church
1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills.

¢ Bring your chairs, picnic rugs & mozzie repellent.

e BYO Electric Candles (no open flames pleose) Event is proudly sponsored by

Community Bank
Galston & District
Phone 9653 2227

Mobile 0435 664109

B Bendigo Bank

¢ Candles will be available for a gold coin donation.

A TRINITY
A AV PRODUCTIONS & EVENTS

PIETY STALL

o Columban calendars now in stock $11 each
o Christmas Cards $4 for packet of 8

GIFT WRAPPING AT WESTFIELD PARRAMATTA

St Vincent de Paul will be gift wrapping at
Westfield Parramatta, between 4:00pm and
9:30pm on Friday 20th December and Monday
23rd December this year.

The conferences at St Michael’s and at Our Lady of Lourdes
are combining resources to take part in this opportunity to
raise funds for our St Vincent de Paul activities throughout
Western Sydney.

We already have some volunteers ready to put their talents to
good use. and we are seeking interest from other talented
members of our church community to boost our numbers and
help with this worthwhile exercise. If you can spare two or
three hours and have some wrapping talents, we would love
to have you join us on either evening.
Parents and teenagers are most
welcome.

To indicate your initial interest, please
text Maria on 0403 399 923, or
Larry on 0409 347 309 and we will
be in touch with more detail closer to
the time.

Francis Alphonse at Chrysalis
Law Group provides a range
of legal services.

CHRYSALIS

Law Group

Home visits for the elderly and infirm
at no extra charge in selected areas.
Ph 02 8046 7666
francis@chrysalislegal.com.au
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest
Assistant Deacons

Father Joseph Lam
Father Thomas Bui
Deacon Roque Dias

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm
Secretary Louise Ryall

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY
1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass LECTORS LECTORS f]n Onr
Times 23/24 NOVEMBER 2024 30 NOVEMBER /01 DECEMBER 2024 &P, ?@ \ ‘
gaécgrday N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, C. Ryan SI GDcEper, R. Robb, M. Boldt,
-0 pm - Dsouza Recently deceased:
Sunday | M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, D. Ison, V. Vella, G. Enright, Irena Zalewski, Clarence Farrell,
8.00 am | A. Sullivan R. Brook Gerard Butler

Sunday S. Anderson, L. Tedesco,
10.00 am | B. Fabri

S. Butler, T. Dwyer, S. McBain,
T. Reodique

Anniversaries:
Bernadette McLoughlin, Joe Di Giulio,

Sunday S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, Isabel Olive Farquharson,

A. Goonan, A. Hay, |. Lazar

6.00 pm D. Mascarenhas Francis Xavier Nguyen
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS Sick:
i 23/24 NOVEMBER 2024 30 NOVEMBER /01 DECEMBER 2024 : . .
Times / / Tony Cox, Bill Rowan, Natasha Leitao,
Saturday G. Rodri A M i R.G K. McElduff. D. Rodri LK Felix Melinz, Arlene D’Cruz, Jacqui Sneesby,
5.30 pm . Rodrigues, A. Mascari, R. Gosper . McElduff, D. Rodrigues, L. Karam Jo Khong, Rebecca Grech, Monera Obeid,

Judy Poon, Margaret White, Tony Biddle,
Connie Rivas, Cathy Vella, Greg Hopwood,
Garry Eldersley, Katherine 1zzo,

Sunday B. Boguradzki, M. Cameron,

8.00 am B. Smith, L. Byrne T. Barnes, S. Espiritu, C. Harding

Sunday D. W M. | S. Malini B D. W C. Malini Joey & Noah, Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros,
10.00 am |P- Warren, M. gnacz, S. Malinis . Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis Debra Price, Mary Burns, Kong Su Chong,
Sunday N. Redden, A Hay, S. Stagnitta, P. Finnerty, E. Lee, R. Borg, .éamtil_ Kglrouz, Féar:)k .i:aor(ibs,MMgrrf Bolton,
6.00 pm |[S. Turner A. Rodrigues yn 'a omes,_ aby Larter _C e,
Jane Gibson, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 24.11.24 WEEK BEGINNING 01.12.24 Jacinta Hollins, Florgina Henry,
COUNTERS | Counters 24.11.24 Counters 01.12.24 Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid,
UNTERS |+ 2m 1: T. Checchia Team 2 : K. McElduff Catherine Hemmings, Young William Merhi,
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
FLOWER Saturday 30.11.24 : Saturday 07.12.24 :
MINISTRY | L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic M. Mifsud, R. O'Donnell, V. Wells
PROJECTOR Weekend 30th Nov/01st Dec 2024 - Masses: Sat 5:30pm: A. D’'Souza

Sun _8am: M. Donnelly

10am: S. Sordo

6pm: S. Menezes
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