Parish of Baulkham flills
St Michagl’s Chureh

The Ascegnsion of the lsord ~ 12th May 2024

PARISH NOTES

Dear Parishioners,

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY
On behalf of the Parish Community and Parish Team, may |
wish all mothers a very happy Mother’s day.

THIS WEEK

We welcome Fr Thomas Bui as our new Assistant Priest to
our Parish this weekend. | hope you will make him very
welcome. There'll be a little biography about Fr Thomas in
next week’s bulletin.

We thank Fr Kevin Walsh, Fr Bob Anderson and Fr Philip
Alesin for helping us out over the last few weeks.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Our first Pastoral Council meeting will be held this Thursday
at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Meeting Room.

Thank you to Anthony Martinez, Chris Worthington, David
Ison, Janina Starkey, Jess Banayos, Louise Ryall, Maria
Harrison, Nicholas Redden, Ninad D’Lima, and Richard
McGuiness who have accepted to serve as inaugural
members of the Council.

Ex-officio members are Fr Thomas, Deacon Roque, Tracy
Hoey (Principal, St Michael’s) and Steve Haskins (Principal,
Our Lady of Lourdes) and myself.

Please pray for the success of the work of the Council.

DIOCESAN PASTORAL PLAN - THINK TANK MEETINGS

The first draft of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan, flowing from
last year’s Synod, has now been released and can be viewed
via this link here.

The draft reminds us of the six themes endorsed by last
year’s Synod, and after a development of the theme, recalls
the Synod resolutions. The Diocesan response to these
resolutions follows, and then the local community is invited
to respond to the resolutions, guided by reflection and
discernment questions.

We've set the following dates as opportunities for you to
attend any or all of these Think Tank meetings.

e Mon 20 May — 7.30pm to 9.30pm

(St Michael’s - Downey Room)
e Thu23 May — 7.30pm to 9.30pm

(OLOL — Parish Meeting Room)

e Sat 25 May - 11.00am to 1.00pm

(St Michael’s, Downey Room)
e Wed 12 Jun —10.00am to 12noon

(St Michael’s, Downey Room)

Registration via this link or the QR code
will help us to plan for the session, but you
are welcome to turn up if you are unable
to register online.

Alternatively ring the office — 9639 0598
(St Michaels) or 9639 8385 (OLOL).

We encourage all parishioners to read the draft Pastoral
Plan, but to assist in preparation for the Think Tank
Meetings, over the next two weeks we will be providing the
discernment questions in the bulletin, so that you can reflect
on how our parish and you can respond to the themes.

MASS LINK FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF
THE LORD

The Mass link for the Solemnity of the Ascension is ...
https://youtube.com/live/yaAfkcWT8dU. Please copy the
link into browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is usually live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm
from Our Lady of and available for viewing afterwards via
the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of
Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.

CELEBRATE LAUDATO SI’ WEEK: SEEDS OF HOPE (16-24

MAY)
Are you ready to sow “Seeds of Hope”? Join the Catholic
Church around Australia and worldwide in

celebrating Laudato Si’ Week: 16 to 24 May 2024. This
annual commemoration of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato
Si’ encourages us to care more deeply for God’s creation.
You can find useful resources at linktr.ee/met.pje

DIOCESAN PENTECOST SCRIPTURE REFLECTION EVENING:
15 MAY

What does the Holy Spirit look like in your
life? How can Scripture stretch our
imagination when comes to Pentecost and
the Holy Spirit? Register for the Diocesan
Pentecost Scripture Reflection Evening with
Dr Michele Connolly rsj on Wednesday 15
May 2024 — 6:30PM to 8:30pm. It is being
held at the Bede Heather Centre , 1-5 Marion Street,
Blacktown, about 15 minutes’ drive. RSVP via QR or get in
touch with the team via met@parracatholic.org

SCAN ME
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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST: MINISTRY TO THE SICK IN
HOSPITALS

Are you interested in bringing Communion to the Sick in the
Hospitals of the Diocese? You will receive formation and
information necessary for this ministry. Note you will not be
required to do this every week but will be placed on a roster.
For more information, please contact
bernard.ellis@catholiccarewsbm.org.au by 15 June 2024.

POPE FRANCIS — TEACHING ON VICES AND VIRTUES

These are suspended for two weeks, while we provide the
draft Diocesan Pastoral Plan’s discernment questions for
reflection.

THE DECEASED
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been

requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Bob Pankhurst, Charles Simpson,
Baby Sophia Gafa

Anniversaries: Michael McKenna, Chris Galea, Frank Grech,
Bill Dokter

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with
the proper recording for the second collection, please
include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests
BSB 067 950

Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection — for
support of the Parish

BSB 067 950

Account No 000000214

Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills

Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation

BSB 067 950
Acct No 100005310
Acct Name Old St Michael’s Reno

Reference Your name and please email details

to admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills

M Prager for Mothers

Loving God,
You have loved us with an everlasting love.
You have loved us even more as
a mother loved her child.
Today, we give you thanks and praise for
the gift of mothers.

We pray for the mothers-to-be,
who are just beginning to be the bearers
of new life in them,
may they welcome their forthcoming child with
loving anticipation and joy.

We pray for the young mothers,
may they cherish their child with tender care
and unconditional love.

We pray for the mothers who are separated
from their children because of war, poverty,
conflict, violence and for any other reasons.
Comfort them, strengthen their hope, and let
them feel your loving embrace that
wipes every tear away.

We pray for all Mother-figures,
those who have loved, surrounded and shaped
us with motherly care and compassion.

We especially pray for our own mothers who
have nurtured and cared for us,
Their sacrifices and care gave us a glimpse of the
extent of your love for us.
Thank you for them.
Grant health, blessings, and well-being for those
our mothers who are still alive.

We also remember those mothers who are
no longer with us.
While they live forever in our hearts and memory
grant them eternal rest and reward
of their labours.
Amen.

We wish all our Mothers
a flappy Mothers Pay
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Diocesan Pastoral Plan - Think Tank
Meetings Discernment Questions

DRAFT DIOCESAN PASTORAL PLAN -
THEMES 4 to 6

As mentioned above, we are providing the
discernment questions in the bulletin, along with a
quite from the Plan, so that you can reflect on how
our parish and you can respond to the themes.

Please look at the full document via this link here.

THEME 4: A CHURCH RENEWED IN SPIRIT AND
PRAYER

‘For it is the liturgy through which, especially in the
divine sacrifice of the Eucharist, “the work of our
redemption is accomplished,” and it is through the
liturgy, especially, that the faithful are enabled to
express in their lives and manifest to others the
mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true
Church’

Local community reflection and discernment
questions:

1. How can we open our formation opportunities to
include other members of the Church?

2. How can we develop and promote liturgical
opportunities and ‘spaces’ for the expression of
faith that are more open and inclusive, reflecting
the rich cultural diversity of the community?

3. What skills and interests exist in our community
that could enhance our celebration and prayer?
What formation is needed to support this?

4. How can clergy and lay leaders construct and
deliver homilies and public addresses that better
respond to the minds and hearts and
circumstances of the people to whom they
minister?

5. How can parents be better supported, especially
with formation opportunities dedicated to them,
in their roles as the first educators of their
children?

THEME 5: A CHURCH THAT REACHES TO THE
MARGINS

“We cannot be indifferent to suffering; we cannot
allow anyone to go through life as an outcast. Instead,
we should feel indignant, challenged to emerge from
our comfortable isolation and to be changed by our
contact with human suffering. That is the meaning of
dignity”

Local community reflection and discernment
questions:

1. To deny dignity or lack respect is implicitly violent.
How do we make connections between our (often
unconscious) attitudes and behaviours and the

continuing impact of violence towards ourselves
and towards others? What formation do we need if
we are to act justly, walk humbly and bring peace?

2. What needs are invisible to us in our community?
How do we respond to the realities and needs of
those around us? Are we tempted to blame others
for their misfortune, e.g. refugees, single mothers?

3. What assistance do we need to identify the
greatest needs in our community and so elucidate
the assessment of pastoral priorities at the local
level?

THEME 6: A CHURCH WALKING TOGETHER

St Oscar Romero said: "... wherever there is someone
who has been baptised, that is where the church is.
There is a prophet there. Let us not hide the talent
that God gave us on the day of our baptism and let us
truly live the beauty and responsibility of being a
prophetic people."

Local community reflection and discernment
questions:

1. When we talk about walking together, how do we
balance the need to ‘serve’ Catholics but at the
same time be open to other Christians and those
of other faiths?

2. How can we work more effectively across
ministries and agencies in the Diocese, especially
Schools and Parishes, acknowledging the need for
careful financial independence?

3. How can we better support lay leadership roles in
our local communities and the diocese?

4. How can the structures of our local communities
better allow for full and active participation of all
the people of God now into the future.
Acknowledging that this will also need to be
extended to the Deanery and Diocesan levels.

5. A Synodal Church cannot exist when unilateral
decisions are made without adequate communal
consultation and discernment, regardless of who
is making the decision. What structures in the
local community and training will be necessary to
enhance communal decision making for a synodal
church?


https://parracatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-April-Draft-Diocesan-Plan-for-a-Synodal-Church-1.pdf

The Ascension of the Lord

Entrance Antiphon

Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? This
Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven will return as
you saw him go, alleluia.

First Reading Act 1:1-11
In my earlier work, Theophilus, | dealt with everything Jesus
had done and taught from the beginning until the day he
gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through
the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown
himself alive to them after his Passion by many
demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear
to them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When he
had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had
promised. ‘It is,” he had said, ‘what you have heard me
speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many
days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the
time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’
He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the
Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will
be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout
Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a
cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring into
the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near
them and they said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing
here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from
you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same
way as you have seen him go there.’

Responsorial Psalm
(R) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of
trumpets for the Lord.

1. All peoples, clap your hands, cry to God with shouts of
joy! For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, great
king over all the earth.  (R.)

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord goes up with
trumpet blast. Sing praise for God, sing praise, sing
praise to our king, sing praise. (R.)

3. God is king of all the earth. Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations; God reigns on his holy
throne. (R.)

Second Reading Eph 4:1-13
I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life worthy
of your vocation. Bear with one another charitably, in
complete selflessness, gentleness and patience. Do all you
can to preserve the unity of the Spirit by the peace that
binds you together. There is one Body, one Spirit, just as you
were all called into one and the same hope when you were
called. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one
God who is Father of all, over all, through all and within all.

Each one of us, however, has been given his own share of
grace, given as Christ allotted it. It was said that he would:
When he ascended to the height, he captured
prisoners, he gave gifts to men.
When it says, ‘he ascended’, what can it mean if not that he
descended right down to the lower regions of the earth?
The one who rose higher than all the heavens to fill all things
is none other than the one who descended. And to some, his
gift was that they should be apostles; to some, prophets; to
some, evangelists; to some, pastors and teachers; so that
the saints together make a unity in the work of service,
building up the body of Christ. In this way we are all to come
to unity in our faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God,
until we become the perfect Man, fully mature with the
fullness of Christ himself.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Go and teach all people my gospel. | am with you always,
until the end of the world.

Alleluia!

Gospel Mk 16:15-20
Jesus showed himself to the Eleven and said to them, ‘Go
out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News to all
creation. He who believes and is baptised is saved; he who
does not believe will be condemned. These are the signs
that will be associated with believers: in my name they will
cast out devils; they will have the gift of tongues; they will
pick up snakes in their hands, and be unharmed should they
drink deadly poison; they will lay their hands on the sick,
who will recover.’

And so the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was
taken up into heaven: there at the right hand of God he took
his place, while they, going out, preached everywhere, the
Lord working with them and confirming the word by the
signs that accompanied it.

Communion Antiphon
Behold, | am with you always, even to the end of the age,
alleluia.

Next Sunday: Pentecost Sunday
Acts 2:1-11; Gal 5:16-25; Jun 15:26-27, 16:12-15




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

The Ascension of the Lord presents more than usual
difficulty for preachers. Without being too technical
about it, | think we have to make clear to people that the
biblical account given in the First Reading (Acts 1:1-11;
see also Luke 24:46-53) does not mean that Jesus, at the
end of his earthly career, literally ascended in the way
described. The very clear parallels with the description of
the ascent into heaven of the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 2:1-
18) suggest that St Luke is completing here his
characteristic depiction of Jesus in terms of that
persecuted prophet. Having escaped the clutches of his
enemies by rising from the dead, Jesus now makes an
Elijah-like ascent to heaven.

In biblical language and imagery this mode of departure
from the earth signals the truth that the One who had
been crucified on the trumped-up charge of being a
political Messiah, a rebel against Rome, and who God
raised from the dead in vindication of his true status, has
now entered messianic glory at God’s right hand. He has
indeed been removed from human sight to commence a
messianic reign in heaven but this does not mean an
abandonment of either the disciples or his saving mission
in the world. On the contrary, through the Spirit he will
be present and active in a new mode of being. The
disciples had felt the power of the Spirit that was upon
him during his earthly life. Now they are assured that, as
a result of his messianic enthronement, an empowering
‘clothing’ with the Spirit will come down upon them and
accompany them as they take his Word and witness ‘to
the ends of the earth’.

Just before Jesus departs, the disciples voice a strong
sense of ‘unfinished business’: ‘Lord, has the time come?
Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ Jesus
does not give a direct answer. The time of the Kingdom’s
full arrival and the completion of the messianic program
remains shrouded in the mystery of God. What the
disciples must understand is that, empowered by the
Spirit, they are to become instruments of its realisation in
the new era — that of the Church — that lies ahead.
Through their hands and feet and mouth Jesus will
continue his messianic work until the end of time.

Today’s Second Reading, Ephesians 4:1-13, contemplates
the ascension — or, more strictly, the exaltation — of Christ
in relation to the unity of the Church and the variety of
gifts enjoyed by believers within that unity. The unity of
the Church reflects one faith, one baptism, one vocation,
one hope, one Lord, one Spirit, one Father. This is not a
static oneness but rather a dynamic unity, preserved and
indeed enhanced by the variety of gifts given to individual
members. In a very arresting image, bolstered by a
quotation from Ps 69:19, Paul sees these gifts as the

‘spoils of battle’ distributed by the victorious and exalted
Lord. In his death, he has gone down into the underworld
and despoiled Satan and his minions, filling the entire
universe with his own power instead. The gifts of the
Spirit, exercised in the various offices of the community,
are really ways in which individual members and the
community as a whole have a share in Christ’s cosmic
victory. They exist to build up the community to ‘full
stature’, that is, to the fullness of humanity, modelled by
the risen Lord, in accordance with the original design of
the Creator.

The text speaks as though the struggle is all over, the
victory won. We know all too well that this is far from the
case. Putting it all in the past, as though already achieved,
is simply Paul’s way of projecting hope. The hostile forces
may still be around, but the Paschal victory of Jesus has
dealt them a fatal blow.

As preachers, we have to ask how we should identify and
name today the malign, transpersonal forces over which
Paul saw Christ triumphant. The Ascension is not simply
something that happened to Jesus — his departure,
physically, from this world. It is the feast that celebrates
the hope that evil and all that makes for dehumanisation
and death in our world will not have the last word.

The Gospel, Mark 15:15-20, is taken from the end of
Mark’s Gospel. Though canonical, this text is a conclusion
added in the second century to fill out Mark’s very sparse
description of Jesus’ risen life. It presents a kind of
summary ‘digest’ of the resurrection accounts of the
other Gospels, combining — appropriately for this feast —
the Great Commission that concludes Matthew’s Gospel
(28:16-20) with the Lukan motif of the Ascension. The
‘signs’ that are mentioned (including snake-handling and
drinking deadly poison without harm!) are best explained
as expressions, again, of the triumph of the risen Lord.
From LiturgyHelp



The Ascension of the Lord

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses...to the end of the earth.”

Acts 1, 1-11
“Go into the world. Go everywhere and announce God’s good
news to one and all.” Mark 16, 15-20

University lecturers in the Faculty of Education have been known
to say to their students: “When you go into a classroom, tell
students what you are going to teach them, then teach them,
and conclude by telling them what you have taught them.” Of
course, that includes telling the students where and how to get
help if they haven’t grasped what the teacher has tried to teach
them. Today’s three readings combine to give a summary of
what Jesus came to teach everyone who would be a disciple
(students), where and how to get help (from the Holy Spirit and
prayerful reflection) and what was involved in being
commissioned (sharing with others what has been learned).

The way in which Mark opened his Gospel (“Here begins the
Gospel, the good news, of Jesus Christ, the Son of God”)
resonates with the way in which Luke introduces the Acts of the
Apostles (often called the second volume of Luke’s Gospel): “In
my first account (volume), Theophilus, | dealt with all that Jesus
did and taught until the day he was taken up to heaven, having
first instructed the apostles he had chosen through the Holy
Spirit” (Acts 1, 1-2). Luke proceeds to record a conversation that
took place between Jesus and his apostles immediately before
he disappeared permanently from their sight: “You will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes down on you; then you are to
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria,
yes, even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1, 8). To put it bluntly,
Jesus was telling the apostles to roll up their sleeves and
prepare to go out and share what he had taught them.
Moreover, we hear the very same message in today’'s gospel-
reading from Mark: “Go into the whole world and proclaim the
good news to all creation” (Mark 16, 15). The implication of the
start of both Acts and Mark’s Gospel is that what Jesus said and
taught was but the beginning of his good news to the world and
that it was to be continued by all his followers, with the help of
the Holy Spirit, until there was nobody left to hear that good
news. The indicator that Luke gives to include all of us in the
proclamation of Jesus’ good news is the fact that he addresses
the second volume of his Gospel to Theophilus, a Greek name
which literally means friend or lover of God. Surely that is a
generic name for all of us who all claim to be friends and lovers
of God.

The question which Luke attributes to all the apostles in their
final exchange with Jesus, was probably put by one of them, on
behalf of his companions. The very fact that they could ask
Jesus: “Lord, are you going to restore the rule to Israel now?”, is
a clear indication that those eleven apostles were a class of slow
learners. They had not understood what Jesus had tried to teach
them. Clearly, too, his telling them that they would receive power
when the Holy Spirit came down on them just didn’t register with
them. Indeed, they probably could not even imagine who the
Holy Spirit might be. But their question to Jesus would suggest
that they were still expecting a political bonanza or a visit from
the tooth fairy. Yet, Jesus still took the risk of trusting that God’s
Spirit would breathe sense into them. So, he commissioned
them to work at bringing his good news to the world, at
continuing to contribute to his Gospel, but making sure to rely on
the Holy Spirit.

| have no doubt that Luke and the other Gospel writers wanted
to stress just how slow the apostles were in coming to
understand who Jesus was and what he had tried to teach them.
They also knew that the apostles did not know who the Holy
Spirit was and how God’s Spirit works in the world. But are you
and | any different from those first apostles? Have we yet
grasped who the Risen Christ is and what our role is in living and

sharing his message? And what role do we give to God’s Spirit in
our day-to-day lives? How often, in the space of a week, do |
reflect on the action of God’s Spirit in my life, in the world around
me, and in the people | encounter? Or do | do that only when |
make time to sit down to write a reflection like this? | can admit,
too, that there have been times in my life when | have hoped
that God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit would come with a spectacular
solution to my challenges. | have even hoped that God would
intervene and solve my problems for me. But isn’t it true that
God has given us the resources we need to meet the problems
and challenges that come our way, and that Jesus has assured
us that the Holy Spirit is within and around us to guide us in the
decisions we make? And yet, all too often, we delude ourselves
into thinking that it all depends on us. We also have to
remember that the blessings we have are for our community and
our world, not just for ourselves.

There is an African parable about two villages separated by a
river. In each village, there lived a woodworker who knew how to
make chairs. Both knew the secret of making strong, durable
and beautiful chairs. But the chair-maker in the first village was
afraid to teach others because he thought they would not make
the chairs correctly — and worse, if they did, they could cut into
his business. So, he jealously guarded his work. He became
suspicious of anyone with wood, worried that they may have
discovered his secret. He would ridicule them and warn them not
to try and make a chair themselves. So, he made all the chairs in
the village, but no one wanted to go near him. The young men of
the village interested in woodworking left the village rather than
ask him to teach them. The chair-maker eventually died alone —
and his secret with him.

But the chair-maker in the second village did not keep his
knowledge to himself. He helped anyone who asked what wood
to use, how to plane and cut the pieces, how to mix the glue to
assemble the pieces. Over the years, many of the young men of
the village served as his apprentices. Sometimes one of them
would discover a way to improve the chair. The master chair-
maker would encourage the apprentice to show what he
discovered to others. As a result, the chairs in the village kept
getting better and better. People from other villages would come
and buy their excellent chairs — and soon the tables and
benches he and his apprentices began to make.

When people praised the master chair-maker’s work, he would
laugh and say, “I did not build these chairs alone. These young
men have improved my chairs. | am getting old, but these young
men will continue building better and better chairs. | have given
my skills and knowledge to them and they have given their love
and friendship to me. Together we have done far more than if |
had worked alone.” (Adapted from Once Upon a Time in Africa:
Stories of Wisdom and Joy, compiled by Joseph G. Healey. | am
indebted to the writer, Jay Cormier for this story.)

We have all been instructed in how to live and witness to the
Gospel. We also know that some who see our efforts to do that
will ignore or ridicule us. Are we still up to it?

Julian McDonald cfc.AO



Congratulations to

+ Oliver Bailey
+ Elijah Cheung
+ Jonah Cheung
+ Zahra Conlon

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week

DATA PROJECTOR
If you are looking for a ministry at St. Michael’'s
Church where you can play on the computer
DURING Sunday 6pm service, this may be the
job for you!
We are urgently looking for help on Sunday 6pm Mass
projection. If you are interested please contact the parish
office on 9639 0598 or email
admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au

We pray that their faith may be an important and
integral part of their life.

Congratulations to

Christopher Abboud & Stephanie Wainwright

who were married at Our Lady of Lourdes
on 27 April 2024.

PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS

2024 Sacramental Programme Details
for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age
who have been baptised.

St Michael’s Church - 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills
Our Lady of Lourdes Church - 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills

Sacrament of Reconciliation ~

children must be 7.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration : Friday 5 to Friday 19 July
Parents’ Information Evening :

Monday 29 July 7.30pm St Michael’s Church or
OLOL Learning Centre, or

Tuesday 30 July 7.30pm St Michael’s Church
Celebration : During the week of 2 to 6 September.
Times to be advised.

Jul-Sep

Sacrament of Eucharist ~

children must be 8.5 years before the celebration
Online Registration :

Friday 30 August to Friday 6 September

Parents’ Information Evening :

Monday 16 September 7.30pm St Michael’s Church
or OLOL Learning Centre, or

Tuesday 18 September 7.30pm St Michael’s Church
Celebration at St Michael’s :

Weekends of 8-10 and 15-17 Nov

Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes :

Weekend of 22—24 Nov

Aug-Nov

STAY FOR A CUPPA!

Our next morning tea hosted by the

Alpha team will be SUNDAY 12t May
after 10am mass - Mother’s Day!

Let’s celebrate our Mums!

We’d love you to stay and have a

cuppa and a chat. Morning tea will be
served at the side entrance of the church.
No cost involved. No need to RSVP.

EVERYONE WELCOME ©

HoLYy HOUR FOR VOCATIONS: 17 MAY
Please join us across the Diocese to pray for
more vocations to the priesthood. Join us at St
Thomas Aquinas Parish, Springwood with Fr Chris
del Rosario, on Friday 17 May from 7pm. If you
are interested in becoming a priest or would like
more information, please contact our Director for
Priestly Vocations, Fr Galbert Albino on (02) 4773 4321,
0450 821 812 or email galbert.albino@parracatholic.org

ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL MOZART CONCERT: 17 MAY
Let the full force of River City Voices carry

you through Mozart's Requiem in D Minor

- a testament of power, faith, awe and

hope as the choir joins for the first time

with the dynamic young Western Sydney

Philharmonic at St Patrick’s Cathedral,

Parramatta, on Friday 17 May from

7.30pm. Tickets are $60 for general admission and $45 for
concessions. To purchase ticket, please visit https://
events.humanitix.com/mozart-s-requiem/tickets

A MESSAGE FROM St Vincent de Paul
If you, a member of your family or someone you
know needs help please contact the SVdP call
centre on 8861 9777. All interactions are
confidential.
Thank you from St Michaels SVdP conference.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES IN 2024
e Preparing for marriage or know couples
who are?
e Looking to learn more about the Bible,
spirituality, theology or practical skills for
ministry?
e Searching for encouragement and
growth by listening to life & faith stories from adults in
their 20s, 30s and 40s?
View and share a copy of the 2024 adult faith formation
calendar (link: https://shorturl.at/grLV3) OR get in touch with
the team to learn about more formation opportunities via
met@parracatholic.org
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra

Assistant Priest Father Thomas Bui
Assistant Deacons Deacon Roque Dias
Seminarian Paul Tran

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm

Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm
Secretary Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am
ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am
ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

- : Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass LECTORS LECTORS
Times 12 MAY 2024 19 MAY 2024
Saturday | hoouena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky | E. Riches, P. Sladen, C. Vella
5.30 pm
In your mercy, please remember those
Sunday M. Cameron, C. Worthington, A Mendes. N. D'Lima. J. Kerr Y Y, P
800am |G. Machado - N - for whom prayers have been asked
Sunday J. Van Gend, M. Reefman, . . Recently deceased:
’ C. Burton, A. Mantaring, S. Mantarin .
10.00 am | M. Neylan g g Bob Pankhurst, Charles Simpson,
Sunday M. Moloney, M. Moloney, N. Redden. G. Tamavo. R. Bor Baby Sophia Gafa
6.00 pm | S. Turner, A. Rodrigues ’ T yo, R. Borg . .
Anniversaries:
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS Michael McKenna, Chris Galea, Frank Grech,
Times 12 MAY 2024 19 MAY 2024 Bill Dokter
Saturday |G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, .
5.30 pm [L. Karam, E. Hanraham W. Ng, C. Vella Sick:
Rebecca Grech, Monera Obeid, Jo Khong,
Sunday B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, T. Barnes, M. Cameron, Helen Robson, Margaret White,
8.00 am |S. Espiritu, B. Smith R. McGuiness, L. Byrne Connie Rivas, Tony Biddle, Cathy Vella,
Sunday o o o Angeli Malonzo, Greg Hopwood, Judy Poon,
10.00 am J. Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis Garry Eldersley, Katherine 1zzo, Joey & Noah,
s Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Debra Price,
6u(;](;ja}r,n J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg Kong Su Chong, Jamal Kairouz,
Hup Baby Carter McGhie, Cynthia Gomes,
Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Jane Gibson,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 12.05.24 WEEK BEGINNING 19.05.24 Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Frank Jacobs
Jacinta Hollins, Florgina Henry,
COUNTERS ?wnt‘;@ %,2935:24 : ?0“”"%@ 1K9'g5'24 : Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid,
eam>s: P. Waite eamo: n.Lope Catherine Hemmings, Young William Merhi,
FLOWER |Saturday 18.05.24 : Saturday 25.05.24 : Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
MINISTRY | M. Mifsud, L. Laksana L. Laksana, M. Medvidovic
PROJECTOR Weekend 18th/19th May 2024 - Masses: Sat 5:30pm: C. Vella
Sun 8am: J. Mariadassou 10am: G. Wongso 6pm: A. Saker
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