
PARISH NOTES 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

THIS WEEK 

We welcome Fr Bob Anderson who will be celebrating the 9.30am 

Mass  on  Sunday  morning  at  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  and  

Fr Kevin Walsh who will be with us at St Michael’s on Saturday night 

and 10am on Sunday morning. 

 

Friday is the First Friday of May, and Masses with anointing will be 

celebrated at both communities – 9.15am at St Michael’s and 

9.30am at OLOL. The usual first Friday morning tea will follow Mass 

at St Michael’s. 

 

A Holy Hour of Adoration and Prayer will also be held St Michael’s at 

7.30pm. Thank you to the Menezes family and friends for organising 

this every month. 

 

DIOCESAN PASTORAL PLAN - THINK TANK MEETINGS 

The first draft of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan, flowing from last year’s 

Synod, has now been released and can be viewed via this link here. 

 

We will be planning some sessions in the parish community next 

month. 

 

BISHOP’S  GOOD  SHEPHERD  APPEAL  FOR  OUR  HOLY  SPIRIT 

SEMINARIANS 

Will you support our seminarians to “go out into the deep” and 

serve? Your compassionate generosity and prayers will help our 

future priests cast their nets wide to nurture faith and meet the 

spiritual and pastoral needs of our community.  

 

You can still give generously to the Bishop’s Good 

Shepherd Appeal at https://

yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal  or scan this 

QR code. Thank you.  

 

MASS LINK FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The Mass link for the Fifth Sunday of Easter is https://youtube.com/

live/I4PrbACECWM. Please copy the link into browser if it does not 

immediately work. 

 

Mass is usually live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our 

Lady of and available for viewing afterwards via the link. We are also 

using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK 

page. 

 

YOU’RE INVITED TO TRY ALPHA!  

Every day we ask so many questions. What should 

I wear? What's the weather going to be like? How 

am I going to fit everything in? But then there are 

those bigger questions like Why am I here? Where 

am I heading? Is there more to life than this? 

ALPHA brings people together to explore, connect, share and 

enhance our faith. Join us on a fun filled adventure to explore the 

big questions of life, faith and meaning. You’re 

invited to join us on Wednesday 8 May 2024 at 

7.00pm at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre, 1 

Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills to share a meal, watch a 

video and have a chat about our faith. To register, 

please scan the QR Code and complete our 

registration form. You are also welcome to contact 

Steve Harrison on 0421414330 for more details.  

 

VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING HEALTHCARE WORKSHOP: 4 MAY 

The Diocese of Parramatta is organising a free healthcare workshop 

to explore the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference’s Voluntary 

Assisted Dying statement: “To Witness and to Accompany with 

Christian Hope” on Saturday 4 May at the St Patrick’s Cathedral 

Hall, Parramatta, from 9.30am to 12.30pm. Lunch will be provided. 

To register, please contact met@parracatholic.org.  

For enquiries, please contact Deacon Michael Tan on 

michael.tan@parracatholic.org 

 

SAFEGUARDING FACE-TO-FACE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES    

The next session of face-to-face Mandatory Safeguarding Training 

will be held on Saturday 27 April at Our Lady of the Way Parish, Emu 

Plains, for Modules 4 and 5. More training opportunities will be 

available throughout May. Please register directly for this training or 

for other convenient dates and locations by clicking on the training 

event at: https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?

series=safeguarding-training. For more information, please email: 

safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org  

 
POPE FRANCIS – TEACHING ON VICES AND VIRTUES  

The Pope has resumed his teaching on vices and virtues, and 

concluding with the vice of pride last week, has begun to focus on 

the virtues, starting with focusing on the theme of “Virtuous Action”. 

See text below. 

 

THE DECEASED 

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 

requested, especially for: 
 

Recently deceased: Annette van Tilburg, Nicholas Weerakone, 

Cleofe Diago 
 

Anniversaries: Pablito Afable, Michelle Makin, Marie Thompson 

 

 

Fr Wim 

 

 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the 

proper recording for the second collection, please include your 

envelope number if you have one. 

 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 
 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for support 

of the Parish 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

 

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 

 BSB  067 950 

 Acct No  100005310 

 Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 

 Reference  Your name and please email details to  

  admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://

www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Church 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter - 28th April 2024 
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POPE FRANCIS ON VICES AND VIRTUES – 
“Virtuous action” 

 
Pope Francis continued his cycle of catechesis on 
“Vices and virtues”, focusing on the theme Virtuous 
action. The text was read by Msgr. Pierluigi Giroli.  
 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 
honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on 
doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of 
peace will be with you. (Bible reading: Phil 4:8-9). 

 
 Catechesis of the Holy Father 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 
After having concluded our overview of the vices, it is 
now time to take a look at the mirror image, which is 
in opposition to the experience of evil. The human 
heart can indulge evil passions, it can pay heed to 
harmful temptations disguised in persuasive garb, but 
it can also oppose all of this. However arduous this 
may be, the human being is made for goodness, which 
truly fulfils him, and is also able to practise this art, 
causing certain dispositions to become permanent in 
him or her. Reflection on this wondrous possibility of 
ours forms a classic chapter in moral philosophy: the 
chapter of virtue. 
 
The Roman philosophers called it virtus, the 
Greeks aretè. The Latin term highlights above all that 
the virtuous person is strong, courageous, capable of 
discipline and ascesis: therefore, the exercise of the 
virtues is the fruit of long germination, requiring effort 
and even suffering. The Greek word, aretè, instead 
indicates something that excels, something that 
emerges, that elicits admiration. The virtuous person 
therefore does not become warped by distortion, but 
remains faithful to his own vocation, fully realizing 
himself. 
 
We would be off course if we thought that the saints 
were the exceptions of humanity: a sort of restricted 
circle of champions who live beyond the limits of our 
species. The saints, from this perspective we have just 
introduced regarding the virtues, are instead those 
who become themselves fully, who fulfil the vocation 
proper to every man or woman. What a happy world it 
would be if justice, respect, mutual benevolence, 
broadmindedness, and hope were the shared 
normality, and not instead a rare anomaly! This is why 

the chapter on virtuous action, in these dramatic times 
of ours in which we often have to come to terms with 
the worst of humanity, should be rediscovered and 
practised by all. In a distorted world, we must 
remember the form in which we were shaped, the 
image of God that is forever imprinted upon us. 
 
But how can we define the concept of virtue? The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church offers us a precise 
and concise definition: “A virtue is a habitual and firm 
disposition to do the good” (no. 1803). Therefore, it is 
not an improvised or somewhat random good that 
falls from heaven sporadically. History shows us that 
even criminals, in moments of lucidity, have 
performed good deeds; certainly, these deeds are 
inscribed in the “book of God”, but virtue is something 
else. It is a goodness that stems from a slow 
maturation of the person to the point of becoming an 
inner characteristic. Virtue is a habitus of freedom. If 
we are free in every act, and every time we are 
required to choose between good and evil, virtue is 
what enables us to have a tendency towards the right 
choice. 
 
If virtue is such a beautiful gift, a question immediately 
arises: how is it possible to obtain it? The answer to 
this question is not simple, it is complex. 
For the Christian, the first aid is God’s grace. Indeed, 
the Holy Spirit acts in us who have been baptized, 
working in our soul to lead it to a virtuous life. How 
many Christians have reached holiness through tears, 
finding they could not overcome some of their 
weaknesses! But they experienced that God 
completed that work of good that for them was only a 
sketch. Grace always precedes our moral 
commitment. 
 
Moreover, we must never forget the very rich lesson 
from the wisdom of the ancients, which tells us 
that virtue grows and can be cultivated. And for this to 
happen, the first gift to ask of the Spirit is 
precisely wisdom. The human being is not a free 
territory for the conquest of pleasures, emotions, 
instincts, passions, without being able to do anything 
against these forces, at times chaotic, that dwell 
within. A priceless gift we possess is open-mindedness, 
it is the wisdom that can learn from mistakes in order 
to direct life well. Then, it takes good will: the capacity 
to choose the good, to form ourselves with ascetic 
exercise, shunning excesses. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, this is how we begin our 

journey through the virtues, in this serene universe 

that is challenging, but decisive for our happiness.  



Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked wonders; in 
the sight of the nations he has shown his deliverance, alleluia . 
 

First Reading Act 9:26-31 

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but 
they were all afraid of him: they could not believe he was really 
a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge of him, introduced 
him to the apostles, and explained how the Lord had appeared 
to Saul and spoken to him on his journey, and how he had 
preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul now 
started to go round with them in Jerusalem, preaching 
fearlessly in the name of the Lord. But after he had spoken to 
the Hellenists, and argued with them, they became determined 
to kill him. When the brothers knew, they took him to 
Caesarea, and sent him off from there to Tarsus. 
The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were 
now left in peace, building themselves up, living in the fear of 
the Lord, and filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 

1. My vows I will pay before those who fear him. The poor 
shall eat and shall have their fill. They shall praise the Lord, 
those who seek him. May their hearts live for ever and 
ever!       (R.) 

2. All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord, all 
families of the nations worship before him. They shall 
worship him, all the mighty of the earth; before him shall 
bow all who go down to the dust.        (R.) 

3. And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him. They 
shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come, declare his 
faithfulness to peoples yet unborn: ‘These things the Lord 
has done.’      (R.) 

 

Second Reading 1 Jn 3:18-24 

My children, 
our love is not to be just words or mere talk, 
but something real and active; 
only by this can we be certain 
that we are the children of the truth 
and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence, 
whatever accusations it may raise against us, 
because God is greater than our conscience and he knows 
everything. 

My dear people, 
if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience, 
we need not be afraid in God’s presence, 
and whatever we ask him, 
we shall receive, 
because we keep his commandments 
and live the kind of life that he wants. 
His commandments are these: 
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and that we love one another 
as he told us to. 
Whoever keeps his commandments 
lives in God and God lives in him. 
We know that he lives in us 
by the Spirit that he has given us. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; my branches 
bear much fruit. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Jn 15:1-8 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the vinedresser. 
Every branch in me that bears no fruit 
he cuts away, 
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes 
to make it bear even more. 
You are pruned already, 
by means of the word that I have spoken to you. 
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,  
but must remain part of the vine, 
neither can you unless you remain in me. 
I am the vine, 
you are the branches. 
Whoever remains in me, with me in him, 
bears fruit in plenty; 
for cut off from me you can do nothing. 
Anyone who does not remain in me 
is like a branch that has been thrown away 
– he withers; 
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, 
and they are burnt. 
If you remain in me 
and my words remain in you, 
you may ask what you will 
and you shall get it. 
It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, 
and then you will be my disciples.’ 

 

Communion Antiphon 
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord. 
Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plenty, 
alleluia. 
 

Next Sunday: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
Today’s First Reading (Acts 9:26-31) takes us to the 
immediate aftermath of the conversion of St Paul. So 
fearsome had been his reputation as a persecutor of the 
Church that it took a long process of introduction from his 
respected mentor Barnabas before his vigour and 
enthusiasm, previously bent in a persecuting direction, 
could be accepted into the mission of the Church. Acts 
makes a great deal of Paul’s conversion, providing three 
accounts of it (9:1-22; 22:3-21; 26:2-23). St Luke’s aim in 
so doing seems to have been to highlight Paul as an 
example of the power of God’s grace. If grace could turn 
his life around so completely, then no opposition could 
stop the spread of the Gospel throughout the world.  
 
But it took a long time for the Church to cope with Paul – 
something that perhaps continues to this day! 
 
Last week’s reading from 1 John dwelt upon God’s love 
for us. The extract that forms this week’s Second Reading, 
3:18-24, insists that the love we have received from God 
must flow through us to become a truly active loving in 
our own lives. When our ‘hearts’ (so, quite literally the 
NRSV; Jerusalem Bible renders the sense here better with 
‘conscience’) are disquieted for fear we have not fulfilled 
God’s commandments, we have only to look to see if we 
are fulfilling that of love, since that, along with faith 
(‘belief in the name of God’s Son Jesus Christ’), is the 
essence of all that God wants of us. (The thought is not 
far from that of the scene of the Great Judgment [Sheep 
and Goats]) in Matthew 25:31-46.) The passage ends 
most attractively with a recollection of the Johannine 
theme of divine indwelling: to live a life of active love is to 
be conscious, through the experience of the Spirit, that 
God has made a home within us and that we too are ‘at 
home’ with God. 
 
The Gospel takes us to one of the most celebrated 
sections of the Last Supper discourse in the Fourth 
Gospel, 15:1-8. The extended image of Christ as the ‘true 
vine’ continues the theme of divine indwelling that we 
have already heard in the Second Reading. It has an Old 
Testament background in the sense of Israel as the ‘vine’ 
God brought out of Egypt and ‘cultivated’ in a new land:   
‘You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the 
nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it; it 
took deep root and filled the land. The mountains were 
covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its 
branches; it sent out its branches to the sea, and its 
shoots to the River’ (Ps 80:8-11).  
 
Now the People of God is being reconstituted upon Christ 
as the ‘true vine,’ with the disciples forming the branches 
that are to bear its ‘fruit’. ‘True’ has here the Johannine 
sense of what is coming to be in the present, messianic 

age, of which the scriptural images (such as that of the 
vine) were simply foreshadowings.  
 
And, just as God ‘cultivated’ the vine that was Israel 
(Psalm 80), so Jesus pictures the Father as the 
‘vinegrower’ (so NRSV; the Jerusalem Bible’s ‘vinedresser’ 
is more accurate to the activity in view).  
 
The passage gives two allegorical descriptions, one after 
the other, of what is essentially the same pattern of 
vinedressing activity on the part of God: branches bearing 
no fruit are cut away; branches bearing fruit are ‘pruned’ 
so that next season they may bear even more fruit. What 
makes a branch yield fruit is the vigour of its union with 
the vine. Hence the need for believers to maintain the 
closest possible union with Christ. The ‘fruit’ that they will 
bear will be specifically the acts of love (see the First 
Reading) that are the extension in their own lives of the 
love they have received in Christ from God. 
 
How are believers ‘pruned already’ by Christ’s word (v 3)? 
No particular ‘word’ is in view but rather the whole 
revelation of God that he has given, which has included 
‘coming to the truth’ about themselves, bringing the 
darkness of their lives before the healing and 
transforming light of God (see John 3:19-21; 4:23-24). 
 
Some hearers will probably fasten upon the detail about 
the withered branches being collected and thrown on the 
fire and interpret it as a reference to Hell. It is not 
necessary to take the allegory so far in this direction; 
better to stay within the image, which simply wants to 
affirm the uselessness of such branches and hence the 
necessity of remaining united with Christ. Believers will 
be truly his disciples when their lives manifest the love 
displayed in his. This will be to the ‘glory’ of the Father in 
the sense of revealing to the world that God is love.    

 From LiturgyHelp 



Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Now it happened that an Ethiopian had been on pilgrimage 

to Jerusalem; he was a eunuch and an officer at the court of 

the queen of Ethiopia, and was in fact her chief treasurer. He 

was now on his way home; and as he sat in his chariot, he 

was reading the prophet Isaiah. Acts 9: 26-40 

“Our love should not be just words and talk; it must be true 

love, which shows itself in action 1 John 3: 18-24 

“I am the true vine and my Father is the vine grower… 

I am the vine, you are the branches…”  John 15: 1-8 

At the outset of this reflection, I alert readers to the fact that I 

am departing from my normal practice by referring to the 

story of the Ethiopian pilgrim. It is to be found in Acts and 

was the first reading for Thursday of the Third week of Easter. 

I begin with some thoughts on the readings of this Fifth 

Sunday of Easter. 
 

In today’s gospel-reading from John, we are reminded by 

Jesus that, through our baptism and close relationship with 

him, we are grafted into the life and love of God. The 

consequence of that is that, in all our efforts to love and care 

for others, we are touching them with something of the 

goodness and love, the mercy and compassion of God. 

However, we rarely stop to think about that as one activity 

blends into the next in the busyness of our daily lives. Most of 

our days end up being a succession of activities, and many of 

those activities involve engaging with other people. Those 

engagements vary from transient exchanges with shop 

assistants at supermarket checkouts, to requesting boarding 

passes at airline check-in counters, to detailed personal 

consultations with medical practitioners. Our waking hours 

are so full of activities that we might begin to think that we 

have been designed or wired for action. Yet, every now and 

then, our activity grinds to a halt when conscience, acting 

rather like a sentry, challenges us to check an action on 

which we are about to embark. We are confronted by 

questions like: “Why this action and not something else? 

Wouldn’t it be better to do something a little less 

confrontational?” Today’s second reading from John invites 

us into a reflection on the role of conscience and morality in 

our decision-making. Eventually, with wisdom gained from 

the moral challenges that arise in our lives, we come to 

develop a basic moral identity that equips us to live with 

moral integrity. John, in today’s second reading, suggests 

that the best indicator of a good conscience in operation is 

action motivated by love. But he proceeds to add that we can 

take comfort from knowing that, when all is said and done, 

God is greater than conscience. Underneath that is a clear 

message that God can cope if our conscience is not without 

flaws. God is not picky, not even watchful, waiting for us to 

slip up because of an under-developed conscience. God can 

cope with our slip-ups better than we can. God knows that 

each of us is much more than our morality. God is more 

interested in our getting down to living our lives with purpose 

and selflessness and much less interested in wanting us to 

live inside our heads, struggling to satisfy ourselves that 

every decision we make is absolutely flawless. 
 

When we sit with the Gospel metaphor of Jesus declaring that 

he is the vine and that we, as its branches, are consequently 

nourished by his life and love, it is worth noting that our 

connectedness to Jesus is all that is required for our lives to 

be productive of things like goodness, mercy and 

compassion. A grapevine branch doesn’t set for itself the 

agenda to focus on making grapes. As part of the vine, it just 

makes grapes, not figs, beans or bananas. Being connected 

to Jesus means that we will produce the fruit of Jesus. It may 

not be perfect, but it will nourish those who come into our 

lives. 
 

With that, I come to my promised diversion. The story of Philip 

and the Ethiopian eunuch is part of the Common Lectionary 

prescribed for reading this Sunday in many of the churches of 

other Christian denominations. Moreover, it’s a story that has 

relevance for all of us.  It starts with a description of the 

Ethiopian Queen’s treasurer reading the prophet Isaiah as he 

was heading in his chariot down the desert road to Gaza. 

What struck him was that he had something in common with 

the suffering servant  whom Isaiah was describing as part of 

his prophecy. Completely ignorant of the prohibitions levelled 

at eunuchs in Deuteronomy, this pilgrim had stumbled on a 

passage in Isaiah describing a man with whom he identified: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb 

silent before its shearer so he does not open his mouth. By 

force and by law he was taken, would anyone plead his 

cause? In his humiliation, justice was denied him. Who can 

imagine his future? For he was cut off from the land of the 

living.” (Isaiah 53: 7-8)  
 

This eunuch, probably forcibly castrated, had been cut off 

from the land of the living, with no hope of ever having 

children. Though Isaiah wrote about somebody else, the 

eunuch realised that was a picture of him, too. So, when 

Philip turned up unexpectedly, the eunuch was eager to find 

out who it was that Isaiah was describing. Being a foreigner, 

he was probably unfamiliar with Deuteronomy, in which it was 

stated: “The eunuch shall not have a place in the assembly of 

the Lord.’ (cf Deuteronomy 23: 2-4) Had Temple officials 

known that the Ethiopian pilgrim was a eunuch, he would 

have been forbidden to enter the Temple. We are not told if 

he had read further into Isaiah. If he had, he would have 

discovered a spark of hope: “Do not let the foreigner joined to 

the Lord say: ’The Lord will surely separate me from his 

people’; Do not let the eunuch say: ‘I am just a dry tree’.  For 

thus says the Lord: ‘To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths…I 

will give a monument and a name better than sons and 

daughters’ “(Isaiah 56: 3-5). 

 

When the eunuch asked Philip just who it was that Isaiah was 

writing about, Philip explained that it was Jesus of Nazareth 

who, though excluded and rejected himself, was intent on 

excluding nobody. Having spent much of his public ministry 

reaching out to the rejected and excluded  -  lepers, 

prostitutes, public sinners, tax collectors, people possessed 

and disabled –  Jesus had finally taught his followers that 

nobody was to be excluded. There’s a message there for 

those who still want to exclude others whose sexual 

orientation is different from theirs. After his long experience 

of rejection, the Ethiopian found acceptance where he had 

least expected it. 
© Br Julian McDonald cfc 



FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION 
Eucharistic Adoration will take place at   

St Michael’s Church every first Friday of the month 

from 7:30 to 8:30pm. All are welcome! 

The next event is on Friday 3 May 

First Friday Morning Tea at  

St Michael’s! 
 

There will  be a cup of tea in the Downey Room 

after morning Mass on Friday 3 May.   

All are welcome!  

 

Anointing of the seriously sick 
 

Will take place on Friday 3 May 

during the 9.15am Mass at St Michael’s  

and the 9.30am Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes  

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
 

2024 Sacramental Programme Details  
for The Sacraments of Initiation and the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for Children of Catechetical Age  
who have been baptised. 

 

St Michael’s Church - 1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church - 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills 

 
Jul-Sep Sacrament of Reconciliation ~  

 children must be 7.5 years before the celebration 

Online Registration : Friday 5 to Friday 19 July 

 Parents’ Information Evening : 

 Monday 29 July 7.30pm St Michael’s Church or  

OLOL Learning Centre, or  

 Tuesday 30 July 7.30pm St Michael’s Church 

 Celebration : During the week of 2 to 6 September. 

Times to be advised. 
 

Aug-Nov Sacrament of Eucharist ~  

 children must be 8.5 years before the celebration 

Online Registration :  

 Friday 30 August to Friday 6 September 

 Parents’ Information Evening :  

 Monday 16 September 7.30pm St Michael’s Church 

or OLOL Learning Centre, or  

 Tuesday 18 September 7.30pm St Michael’s Church 

 Celebration at St Michael’s :  

 Weekends of 8-10 and 15-17 Nov 

 Celebration at Our Lady of Lourdes : 

 Weekend of 22—24 Nov 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Cameron Kane 
 Jackson Lane 
 Heath Lane 
 Aaron William 

 

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church 
 last week 

 

We pray that their faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 

Monday 29 April 

Memorial - St Catherine of Siena 
 

Thursday 02 May 

Memorial - St Athanasius 
 

Friday 03 May 

Feast - Saints Philip and James 

DATA PROJECTOR 
If you are looking for a ministry at St. Michael’s 

Church where you can play on the computer 

DURING Sunday 6pm service, this may be the 

job for you!  

We are urgently looking for help on Sunday 6pm Mass 

projection.  If you are interested please contact the parish 

office on 9639 0598 or email 

admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

CONSIDER BECOMING A FLOWER MINISTRY VOLUNTEER? 
Have you ever seen the lovely flowers in St 

Michael’s Church and thought “I wish I 

could do that”? – Well now is your chance 

to help in decorating our gorgeous church! 

All you have to do is love flowers and 

enjoy sharing their beauty with everyone 

in this sacred and special place in St Michael’s. 

If you are interested or need more information please contact 

Dorcas Maglalang on 0421 335 168. 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Thomas Bui (on leave until May 9) 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias 

Seminarian    Paul Tran 

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those 
for whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently deceased:  

Annette van Tilburg, Nicholas Weerakone, 

Cleofe Diago 

 

Anniversaries:  

Pablito Afable, Michelle Makin,  

Marie Thompson, Lena Macey, 

Terence Redden 

 

Sick: 
Monera Obeid, Charles Simpson,  

Helen Robson, Margaret White, Jo Khong, 

Connie Rivas, Tony Biddle, Cathy Vella, 

Angeli Malonzo, Greg Hopwood, Judy Poon, 

Garry Eldersley, Katherine Izzo, Joey & Noah, 

Mimi Yeung, Nicholas Tadros, Debra Price, 

Kong Su Chong, Jamal Kairouz,  

Baby Carter McGhie, Cynthia Gomes,  

Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Jane Gibson, 

Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Frank Jacobs, 

Jacinta Hollins, Florgina Henry,  

Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid, 

Catherine Hemmings, Young William Merhi,  

Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM 

Mass  

Times 
LECTORS 

 28 APRIL 2024 

LECTORS 

 05 MAY 2024 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, 

C. Ryan, K. Fairley 

R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, 

M. D’Souza 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, A. Sullivan D. Ison, V. Vella 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, B. Fabri 

S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique, 

S. McBain 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazar 

S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, 

D. Mascarenhas 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 28 APRIL 2024 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 05 MAY 2024 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, 

R. Gosper, C. Vella 

K. McElduff, D. Rodrigues, 

L. Karam, E. Riches 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

B. Boguradzki, M. Cameron, 

B. Smith 
T. Barnes, S. Espiritu, C. Harding 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis J. Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta P. Finnerty, E. Lee, R. Borg 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  28.04.24 WEEK BEGINNING  05.05.24 

COUNTERS  
Counters 28.04.24  :   

Team 3 :  R. McGuiness 

Counters 05.05.24  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 04.05.24 : 

M. Mifsud, R. O’Donnell 

Saturday 11.05.24 : 

D. Maglalang, N. Fernando 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 04th/05th May 2024 - Masses:  Sat  5:30pm:   S. Yao 

Sun    8am:   M. Donnelly      10am:      S. Sordo      6pm:    A. Saker 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

