
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Church 

 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 9th July 2023 

PARISH NOTES 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

PROJECT 24 – RENOVATING OLD ST MICHAEL’S 

A number of parishioners have asked 

that we repair and renovate Old St 

Michael’s Church, whose foundation 

stone was laid in 1844 and whose 

building was completed in 1848.  

 

So we’re considering options on this, 

and next week there’ll be a sausage sizzle plus after the 8am and 

10am Masses, for you to come and see what is required, and how 

you can help with your donations. 

 

We need your help as this will not be cheap, but it will ultimately 

serve as a good meeting space, a possible prayer space and who 

knows what else… 

 

We have many generous people who are giving their time, finance 

and energy towards this project. Will you also be one of them? 

 

DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS 

 

Parish Update 

Unfortunately it has not been possible to organise dates for the 

parish consultation. You are welcome to provide your own input or 

submission to the Synod, individually or as a group, via the link 

https://parracatholic.org/synod_getinvolved/ 

 

FR JESSIE ON LEAVE AND NO WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY MASSES 

AT OLOL FROM JULY 19 

Fr Jessie will be on leave from Friday 14 July to Sunday 25 August. 

He will also  be attending a Seminar in the Philippines during that 

time. 

 

We will be helped by visiting priests on weekends, but we will have 

to temporarily cease the Wednesday and Thursday masses at Our 

Lady of Lourdes Church until further notice. 

 

LITURGICAL FORMATION COURSE – we need your help 

Another Liturgical Ministry Formation Course starts on Monday  

4th September at the Bede Heather Centre, Marion St, Blacktown.  

 

If you would like to take on the  ministry of reader, extraordinary 

minister of holy Communion, or ministry at the altar, in the Parish of 

Baulkham Hills, this is the link for the registration form.  This is the 

formation course for you and all ministries are open to both women 

and men.  

 

Copies of the registration form are also available in the foyer. 

 

We are in desperate need for all these ministries at both Churches.  

 

MASS LINK FOR THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Fourteenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time – Year A and available on YOUTUBE after that 

https://youtube.com/live/fCmDIq3Z0yo. Please copy the link into 

browser if it does not immediately work. 

 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our Lady of 

Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the link. We are 

also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills 

FACEBOOK page.  

DIOCESAN LITURGICAL CONFERENCE: Faith 

Strengthened, Nourished and Expressed -  

St Andrew’s Marayong -15 JULY: 9.30am to 2.00pm  

The Diocesan Liturgy Conference is on again in 

2023!  Fr Peter Williams AM VG will be the Keynote 

speaker as we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 

Constitution on Sacred Liturgy. The conference will include a variety 

of workshops such as nourishing faith in children and discovering 

sacred art. To register, please scan the QR code, visit https://

www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1041495  or contact 

mary.gale@parracatholic.org 
 

There is a $30 cost, which the parish will cover via reimbursement if 

you let us know you are attending. 

 

DIOCESAN ADULT CONFIRMATION: 5 SEPTEMBER  

Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5 September 

at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral with the Catechesis and 

Formation Day to be held on Saturday 2 September at 9:30am – 

2pm at the Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown (formerly known as the 

IFM).  
 

Adult Confirmation is a community celebration for those who have 

reached the age of 16 years and have received both the 

sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist but are yet to receive the 

Confirmation. If you would like more information, please contact the 

Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 

or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org.  

 

A WALK THROUGH THE MASS 

With Pope Francis not currently giving his audiences, we conclude 

our Walk through the Mass, which has been adapted from what the 

Presentation Parish, Sacramento CA has produced. 
 

The Newsletter of 25 June has the first half of the Walk through the 

Mass. 

 

THE DECEASED 

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 

requested, especially for: 
 

Recently deceased: Kathleen Doris Smith, Victor Ang, Mario Mazza 
 

Anniversaries: Anita Bastiampillai, Nancy Chua, Alfred & Angela 

Fallmann, Remedios Lara, Mary D’Vaz, Karen Ritky 

 

Fr Wim 

 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with the 

proper recording for the second collection, please include your 

envelope number if you have one. 
 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 
 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for support 

of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://

www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

https://parracatholic.org/synod_getinvolved/
https://officeforworship.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Liturgical-Ministry-Formation-Enrolment-Form-September-2023.pdf
https://youtube.com/live/fCmDIq3Z0yo
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1041495
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1041495
mailto:mary.gale@parracatholic.org
mailto:hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


A WALK THROUGH THE MASS 

 
PART THREE: MEAL SHARING 
 
After the readings, we move to the table.  
 

As at a meal in the home of a friend, we  
1. set the table,  
2. say grace and  
3. share the food (we eat and drink).  

 

At Mass these ritual actions are called  
1. the Preparation of the Gifts,  
2. the Eucharistic Prayer,  
3. the Communion Rite. 

 
Preparation of the Gifts  
The early Christians each brought some bread and wine from their 
homes to the church to be used for the Mass and to be given to 
the clergy and the poor. Today a similar offering for the parish and 
the poor is made with our monetary contributions. Members of the 
parish will take up a collection from the assembly and may  bring 
it to the priest at the altar with the bread and wine to be used for 
the sacrifice.  
 

The priest places the bread and wine on the table. He then mixes 
water with the wine and washes his hands to help us think of the 
Last Supper. (Mixing water with wine and washing hands are 
things all Jews did at meals in Jesus” day.) Finally, he invites us to 
pray that the sacrifice be acceptable to God. We respond “Amen” 
to the Prayer Over the Gifts and stand to participate in the central 
prayer of the Mass. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
The long prayer which follows brings us to the very centre of the 
Mass and the heart of our faith.  
 

While the words of the prayer may vary from Sunday to Sunday, 
the prayer always has this structure:  

1. We call upon God to remember all the wonderful saving 
deeds of our history.  

2. We recall the central event in our history, Jesus Christ, and 
in particular the memorial he left us on the night before he 
died. We recall his passion, death and resurrection.  

3. After gratefully calling to mind all the wonderful saving acts 
God has done for us in the past, we petition God to 
continue those deeds of Christ in the present: We pray that 
we may become one body, one spirit in Christ. 

 

Invitation. The prayer begins with a dialogue between the leader 
and the assembly. First, the priest greets us with “The Lord be with 
you.” He then asks if we are ready and willing to approach the 
table and to renew our baptismal commitment, offering ourselves 
to God: “Lift up your hearts.” And we say that we are prepared to 
do so: “We lift them up to the Lord.” We are invited to give thanks 
to the Lord our God. And we respond: “It is right and just.” 
 

To “give thanks” translates the traditional Greek verb which now 
names the whole action: Eucharist. 
 
Preface and Acclamation. The priest enters into the Preface, a 
prayer which prepares us to come before the face of God. We are 
brought into God’s presence and speak of how wonderful God has 
been to us. As the wonders of God are told, the assembly cannot 
hold back their joy and sing aloud: “Wow! Wow! Wow! What a God 
we have!” 
 

In the ritual language of the Mass, this acclamation takes the form: 
“Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts. / Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.” 
 
Institution Narrative: Consecration. The priest continues the prayer, 
giving praise and thanks, and calling upon the Holy Spirit to change 
our gifts of bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ.  
 

He then recalls the events of the Last Supper—the institution of the 
Eucharist. At this important moment in the prayer, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith. 
 

Several texts are possible, for example: “We proclaim your Death, O 
Lord, / and profess your Resurrection / until you come again.” The 
priest continues recalling the wonderful deeds of salvation: the 
passion, death and resurrection of Christ. 

Prayer for unity and intercessions. The grateful memory of God’s 
salvation leads us to make a bold petition, our main petition at 
every Eucharist: We pray for unity. “Humbly we pray / that, 
partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ, / we may be gathered 
into one by the Holy Spirit” (Eucharistic Prayer II).  
 
To this petition we add prayers for the Bishop of Rome and for the 
bishop of the local Church; we pray for the living and the dead and 
especially for ourselves that through the intercession of the saints 
we may one day arrive at that table in heaven of which this table is 
only a hint and a taste. 
 
We look forward to that glorious day and raise our voices with 
those of all the saints who have gone before us as the priest 
raises the consecrated bread and wine and offers a toast, a 
doxology, a prayer of glory to God in the name of Christ: “Through 
him, and with him, and in him, / O God, almighty Father, / in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, / all glory and honour is yours, / for ever 
and ever.”  
 
Our “Amen” to this prayer acclaims our assent and participation in 
the entire Eucharistic Prayer. 
 
THE COMMUNION RITE 
 
Our Father and Sign of Peace. We prepare to eat and drink at the 
Lord’s Table with those words taught us by Jesus: “Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.” Keenly aware that communion 
(the word means “union with”) is the sign and source of our 
reconciliation and union with God and with one another; we make 
a gesture of union and forgiveness with those around us and offer 
them a sign of peace. 
 
Invitation to Communion. The priest then shows us the Body of 
Christ and invites us to come to the table: “Behold the Lamb of 
God, …. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.” 
The members of the assembly now approach the altar in 
procession. 
 
Communion. As God fed our ancestors in the desert on their 
pilgrimage, so God gives us food for our journey. We approach the 
minister who gives us the Eucharistic bread with the words “The 
Body of Christ,” and we respond, “Amen.” …. 
 
During this procession we usually sing a hymn which unites our 
voices, minds and thoughts, even as the Body and Blood of Christ 
unites our bodies. Then we pray silently in our hearts, thanking and 
praising God and asking for all that this sacrament promises. 
 
The priest unites our prayers in the Prayer After Communion, to 
which we respond, “Amen.” 

 
PART FOUR: COMMISSIONING 
 
Announcements. Finally we prepare to go back to that world in 
which we will live for the coming week. The burdens we have laid 
down at the door of the church for this Eucharist, we know we 
must now bear again—but now strengthened by this Eucharist and 
this community. There may be announcements at this time which 
remind us of important activities coming up in the parish. The 
priest again says, “The Lord be with you”—the ritual phrase serves 
now as a farewell. 
 
Blessing and Dismissal. We bow our heads to receive a blessing. As 
the priest names the Trinity—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—we make 
the Sign of the Cross. The priest or deacon then dismisses the 
assembly: “Go in peace.” And we give our liturgical “yes” by saying, 
“Thanks be to God.” 
 
Living the Eucharist in the world. We leave the assembly and the 
church building—but we carry something with us. What happens in 
our lives during the week gives deeper meaning to the ritual 
actions we have celebrated at Mass, whether it’s family, work with 
poor or just plain work. It is only in relation to our daily lives that 
the full meaning of the ritual actions of the Mass becomes clear to 
us. 
 
https://presentationparish.org/sites/pparish/files/uploads/
documents/a_walk_through_the_mass.pdf  

https://presentationparish.org/sites/pparish/files/uploads/documents/a_walk_through_the_mass.pdf
https://presentationparish.org/sites/pparish/files/uploads/documents/a_walk_through_the_mass.pdf


Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Entrance Antiphon 

Your merciful love, O God, we have received in the 
midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like your 
name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is 
filled with saving justice.  
 

First Reading Zech 9:9-10 

The Lord says this: 

‘Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of Zion! 

Shout with gladness, daughter of Jerusalem! 

See now, your king comes to you; 

he is victorious, he is triumphant, 

humble and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

He will banish chariots from Ephraim 

and horses from Jerusalem; 

the bow of war will be banished. 

He will proclaim peace for the nations. 

His empire shall stretch from sea to sea, 

from the River to the ends of the earth.’    

 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) I will praise your name forever, my king and my 

God.  

1. I will give you glory, O God my King, I will bless your 

name for ever. I will bless you day after day and 

praise your name for ever .   (R.) 

2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to 

anger, abounding in love. How good is the Lord to 

all, compassionate to all his creatures .     (R.) 

3. All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, and your 

friends shall repeat their blessing. They shall speak 

of the glory of your reign and declare your might, O 

God.   (R.) 

4. The Lord is faithful in all his words and loving in all 

his deeds. The Lord supports all who fall and raises 

all who are bowed down .   (R.) 

 
Second Reading Rom 8:9, 11-13 

Your interests are not in the unspiritual, but in the 

spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in 

you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ 

you would not belong to him, and if the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he 

who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your 

own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you. 

So then, my brothers, there is no necessity for us to 

obey our unspiritual selves or to live unspiritual lives. If 

you do live in that way, you are doomed to die; but if 

by the Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of the 

body you will live.  

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the 

kingdom.  

Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Mt 11:25-30 

Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven 

and of earth, for hiding these things from the learned 

and the clever and revealing them to mere children. 

Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do. 

Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father; and 

no one knows the Son except the Father, just as no one 

knows the Father except the Son and those to whom 

the Son chooses to reveal him. 

‘Come to me, all you who labour and are 

overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my 

yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my 

yoke is easy and my burden light.’ 

 

Communion Antiphon 

Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed the man 
who seeks refuge in him. 
 

Next Sunday:  
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Is 55:10-11; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

Today’s Gospel, Matthew 11:25-30, features one of the 
most remarkable scenes in the Gospel of Matthew (the 
first part has a parallel in Luke 10:21-22). The disciple – 
and by extension ourselves – are given access to a 
moment of intimacy between Jesus and his Father. We 
’overhear’ a joyful exclamation that Jesus makes directly 
to the Father, rejoicing that he has communicated to 
‘mere children’ (his disciples) some sense of the 
knowledge of the Father that he enjoys as divine Son. This 
privileged knowledge is not something that can be gained 
by learning or study; that is why the ‘learned and clever’ 
have no purchase upon it through their own efforts. It is 
something directly revealed by God’s grace to those most 
capable of receiving it: ‘mere children’.  
 
The point about little children, of course, is that, being so 
unlearned and weak, they have nothing ‘useful’ to 
contribute in an adult world. All they can do is receive 
what is given to them. What they give in return is simply 
what they are really good at: affection and love. Jesus 
comes back again and again to this image of the child to 
communicate a sense of human relationship to God. 
 
We should realise, too, that when Jesus speaks of 
‘knowing’ God, he is using the word in the Semitic sense 
where, beyond intellectual knowledge, it has the deeper 
resonance of real experience. To ‘know’ a person is not 
simply to know a great deal about her or him: implied is a 
communion of love, entailing deep intimacy. This is the 
kind of knowledge of God of which Jesus is speaking. He 
blesses the Father because he has communicated such 
knowledge to the disciples – and, by extension, to 
ourselves, who are their heirs. 
 
In the second part of the Gospel, Jesus issues an 
invitation: ‘Come to me, all you who labour and are 
overburdened and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart.’ 
The invitation takes us to Matthew’s characteristic 
presentation of Jesus as the One who bears and lifts 
humanity’s burdens. The view of humanity depicted in 
the Gospel is that of being weighed down and burdened 
by a multitude of afflictions (4:23-25; 8:16-17; 9:35-36; 
14:13-14). In the guise of the ‘Servant’ figure of Isaiah 
(12:15-21; see Isa 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13–53:12) 
Jesus comes to lift that burden, which includes but is by 
no means exhausted by the burden of sin. He rails at the 
scribes and Pharisees because, in their interpretation of 
the Torah (the Jewish law), they make human life more 
rather than less burdensome: ‘They tie up heavy burdens, 
hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; 
but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move 
them’ (23:4). For Jesus, on the other hand, the cardinal 
rule for interpreting the law is the divine intent made 

clear in Hosea 6:6: ‘What I (God) want is mercy not 
sacrifice’ (see Matt 9:13; 12:7). For Jesus, God did not give 
the law to Israel to impose or add to the burdens of the 
human race but rather to regulate a way of life worthy of 
a people chosen by God. It is in the context of being an 
interpreter of the Torah in this sense that Jesus claims 
that his yoke is easy and his burden light. 
 
The heart of that ‘ease’ and ‘lightness’, however, is the 
‘knowledge’ of which he spoke earlier. To those who do 
not really know God or who worship God as a distant and 
threatening potentate, religious and ethical norms 
promulgated in God’s name will indeed appear 
burdensome. To those who have allowed Jesus to draw 
them into his intimacy and knowledge of God they will 
not appear this way. The values they enshrine and seek to 
foster will already be encased in the heart.  
 
The First Reading, Zecheriah 9:9-10, interpreted in a 
messianic sense (as when cited in connection with the 
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem [Matt 21:5]), proclaims the 
kind of Messiah that Jesus in fact turns out to b – not a 
conquering ruler armed with the weapons of the world 
but the compassionate, burden-bearing figure emerging 
from the Gospel. 
 
Interpretation of the Second Reading (Romans 8:9, 11-
13) is beset by the difficulty of rendering Paul’s sense of 
living ‘according to the flesh’, here translated as ‘the 
unspiritual’, which rather begs the question. ‘Flesh’ for 
Paul denotes human existence in the era before Christ, 
ruled by selfishness and sin. ‘Spirit’ denotes the life of the 
new creation, pulsating with Christ’s unselfish love. It is 
this Spirit that has – or ought to have – ‘made his home’ 
within believers, setting their bodies on track to share 
Christ’s resurrection.     
 

From LiturgyHelp 



Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
“At this time, Jesus exclaimed: ‘I give praise to you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the learned, you 
have revealed them to the childlike.’…’Come to me, all 
you who labour and are burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me for I am 
meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for 
yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.’” 

Matthew 11: 25-30 
 

I used to find today’s gospel-
reading particularly puzzling until I 
went in search of how it fitted 
into its surroundings in Matthew’s 
Gospel. I discovered that what we 
read today has been lifted out of 
its context. Jesus had been 
frustrated, indeed exasperated, 
by the inflexibility of the Scribes 

and Pharisees who had turned the Jewish Law into a 
burden which they imposed on the people they were 
appointed to lead in the ways of God. To describe the 
burden the religious leaders imposed on ordinary people, 
Jesus used the metaphor of the yoke fitted on the necks 
of teams of oxen to keep them together when they were 
pulling carts or ploughs. Farmers followed the practice of 
having yoke makers carve wooden yokes to comfortably 
fit their ox teams or single beasts for those who had only 
one.. 
 
The religious leaders of Jesus’ day had turned their 
resistance to him and his teaching into something of an 
art-form. Consequently, Matthew introduced Chapter 11 
of his Gospel with a picture of Jesus expressing his 
frustration by criticising the religious leaders,  reminding 
them of how they had rejected John the Baptist and his 
teaching by labelling him as too severe. Matthew then has 
Jesus throwing up his hands in exasperation, and 
effectively saying: “With you lot, I just can’t win, for now 
you are labelling me as being too lax, describing me as “a 
glutton, a drunkard and a friend of tax-collectors and 
sinners”. (Matthew 11:19) In Jesus’ opinion their conduct 
was tantamount to childishness (cf Matthew 11: 16). 
 
Matthew then describes Jesus as proceeding to lament 
the hardness and unbelief of the residents of towns like 
Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum among whom he had 
performed multiple healings and miracles, and now 
declaring that the people of pagan cities like Tyre and 
Sidon would have given him a better hearing. 
 
Jesus then concludes by thanking God for the people 
whose simplicity and open-heartedness make them more 
receptive to his message than those who, in their 
arrogance, regard themselves as wise and learned (ie the 

Scribes and Pharisees). It is at this point that he invites all 
who are burdened by the legalism expounded by their 
teachers to embrace the bearable yoke of his teaching. 
The metaphor of the light yoke which Jesus uses to 
describe his teaching echoes a description of wisdom 
offered by the writer of the Book of Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 
in his final chapter:  
 

I have opened my mouth and spoken: 
‘Buy her (wisdom) without money, 

put your necks under her yoke, 
and let your souls receive instruction.’   

                         (Sirach 51; 26)  
 

Appreciation of context is the key to understanding this 
gospel-reading. 
 
None the less, today’s gospel-reading still challenges me. 
To what exactly is Jesus referring when he claims: “My 
yoke is easy and my burden light”? (Matthew 11:30). We 
know that in everyday parlance “yoke” is synonymous 
with injustice, and Jesus had a passion for justice. He was 
intent on urging anyone who would follow him to set 
about breaking the yokes of injustice that kept people 
trapped. There were times in his public ministry when he 
urged people to let go of the yokes they made for 
themselves. We know from our own experience that he 
would have us let go of the yokes of resentment, 
retribution, prejudice, tightly-held grudges  and even 
physical clutter, all of which give us some kind of 
distorted satisfaction as they gradually poison us. We also 
know that he would not be referring to the cross, which 
he anticipated would be laid on him, as a less than heavy 
burden. 
 
I venture to suggest that the yoke that fitted him 
perfectly, the yoke that he carried willingly throughout his 
life was the “light” yoke of love. At least it lightened the 
lives of those with whom he shared it, even though 
persistently holding out love to those who refused to 
accept it left him with a feeling of heaviness.  
 
Yet, when we pause to think about who we are and the 
very purpose of our lives, we realise once again that we 
have been created by love for love. The yoke of love is 
made to fit us, too. Still, we know that there are times 
when we don’t let it sit comfortably on our shoulders. Or 
to mix the metaphor, there are times when we deafen 
ourselves to hear appeals for pity, compassion, fidelity 
and big-heartedness. But we know deep down that the 
yoke of love is ever light simply because its purpose never 
ceases to be clear. God is Love and we are made by Love 
to reflect love. That is surely why Jesus can say to each of 
us: “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for 
yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Layla Doyle 
 Madison Lopez 
 Covey Morris 

 
who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 

 
We pray that their faith may be an important and  

integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 

Tuesday 11 July 

Memorial - St Benbedict 

 

Saturday 15 July 

Memorial - St Bonaventure 

CATHOLICISM SERIES 
 

Meeting in the Crying Room at St Michael’s 

Church after 9.15am Mass.  
 

The Program is “Catholicism: A Journey to the 

Heart of the Faith” by Bishop Robert Barron 
 

Contact:  Barbara Stenning 0466 608 400 

 Anne Sullivan 0424 961 739 

STAY FOR A CUPPA! 
Our next morning tea hosted by the 

Alpha team will be THIS SUNDAY 9th 

July after 10am mass. 

We’d love you to stay and have a 

chat, while the kids play on the grass 

outside.  Morning tea will be served 

at the side entrance of the church.  

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Can I help too? Yes, you can! ☺ 

Click here OR email Emma Baker at 

alphateam2153@gmail.com 

FAITHLIFE – 3 NIGHT SHORT COURSE 

ON SYNODAL SPIRITUALITY: BEGINNING 

22 AUGUST   
Pope Francis has invited the Church to be more ‘synodal’. But 

what does that mean as an expression of Christian 

spirituality? Sign up for the FaithLIFE 3-night short course on 

synodal spirituality with Sr Patty Andrew, brought to you by 

the Mission Enhancement Team (MET). 6:30PM to 8:30PM 

on three Tuesday: 22 Aug + 29 Aug + 5 Sep.  

Downstairs @ Bishop Bede Heather Centre: 1-5 Marion 

Street, Blacktown NSW 2148.  

RSVP via https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/  

SOUL FOOD PODCAST –   

PASTORAL FORMATION  

Pastoral Formation’s Soul Food Podcast 

features life & faith stories of people from our 

diocesan family. Listen now for FREE via our 

website or on Spotify: https://pfparra.org.au/

soulfood/  

MET MARRIAGE RETROUVAILLE PROGRAM 

INFORMATION SESSION: 25 AUGUST  
The Diocese of Parramatta aims to offer the 

Retrouvaille program for couples who are having difficulties in 

their marriage. We are looking for married couples who are 

committed to helping others heal their marriage relationships. 

You will be trained to facilitate this program. An information 

evening will be held on 25 August at 7.30pm at the Bishop 

Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown.  

Contact Karin on (02) 8838 3460 or register at 

marriage@parracatholic.org  

ST LUKE’S MARSDEN PARK DINNER DANCE:  

SATURDAY 22 JULY  
St Luke’s at Marsden Park is holding its first ever 

Dinner Dance on Saturday, July 22 from 7pm at 

St Luke’s Catholic College, Frontier Avenue, Marsden Park.  

A 3-course Spanish-styled meal with sangria is on offer along 

with prizes. All profits will go towards funding the St Luke’s 

Church building. Tickets are now on sale.  

Email marsdenpark@parracatholic.org to arrange your 

tickets.  

CASTLE HILL PARISH AN EVENING OF SACRED 

MUSIC: FRIDAY 25 AUGUST  
St Bernadette’s Parish, Castle Hill, will be 

hosting an evening of Sacred Music on Friday 25 August at 

7:30pm. The event will be a night of performances by choirs, 

music groups and soloists from around the Diocese, 

performing a selection of hymns and choral music.  

Tickets are $5 per person and can be purchased at https://

www.trybooking.com/CJJSM Entry includes light refreshments 

during intermission.  

For more information, please contact the parish office on  

(02) 9634 2622 or email admin@stbernadette.org.au  

The funeral Mass of John Sullivan will be 
held on Friday 14th July at 11am in  

St Michael’s Church. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48A9AB2AAAFFC52-morning12
mailto:alphateam2153@gmail.com
https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/
https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/
https://pfparra.org.au/soulfood/
mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org
mailto:marsdenpark@parracatholic.org
https://www.trybooking.com/CJJSM
https://www.trybooking.com/CJJSM
mailto:admin@stbernadette.org.au




Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently deceased:  

Kathleen Doris Smith, Victor Ang,  

Mario Mazza 

 

Anniversaries:  

Anita Bastiampilla, Nancy Chua, Karen Ritky, 

Remedios Lara, Alfred & Angela Fallmann 

Vilma D’Souza (30 day), Mary D’Vaz 

 

Sick: 

Katherine Izzo, Fr Tony Biddle, Judith Chie, 

Trent Styles, Joey & Noah, Nicholas Tadros, 

Baby Carter McGhie, Mimi Yeung,  

Cathy Vella, Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon, 

Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao,  

Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Debra Price, 

Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, 

Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs, 

Hazel Clasquin, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, 

Florgina Henry, Richard Miranda,  

Joseph MacDermid, Catherine Hemmings, 

Baby William Merhi,  

Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM 

Mass Times 
LECTORS THIS WEEK 

9 JULY 2023  

LECTORS NEXT WEEK 

16 JULY 2023  

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky E. Riches, P. Sladen, C. Vella 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

M. Cameron, C. Worthington, 

G. Machado 
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
J. Van Gend, M. Reefman, N. Dahlberg C. Burton, A. Mantaring, S. Mantaring 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
M. Moloney, M. Moloney N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 9 JULY 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 16 JULY 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, L. Domanillo, 

R. Gosper 

K. McElduff, D. Rodrigues, L. Karam, 

E. Riches 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, 

M. Cameron, B. Smith 

C. Palmer-Burton, M. Palmer-Burton, 

S. Espiritu, C. Harding 

Sunday 

10.00 am 

D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis, 

C. Vella 
J. Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta P. Finnerty, E. Lee, R. Borg 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  09.07.23 WEEK BEGINNING  16.07.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 09.07.23  :   

Team 1 :  T. Checchia 

Counters 16.07.23  :   

Team 2 :  K. McElduff 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 15.07.23 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

Saturday 22.07.23 : 

M. Medvidovic, R. O’Donnell 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 15th/16th July 2023 -  Masses:          Sat     5:30pm:    S. Yao 

Sun    8am:      R. Baker         10am:      G. Wongso          6pm:    Y/T Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
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