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A9 Parish of Baulkham tills
St Michagl’s Chureh

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time — 25th Jung 2023

PARISH NOTES

Dear Parishioners,

REGISTRATION FOR THE SACRAMENTS OF RECONCILIATION
AND FIRST COMMUNION

Registration opens this weekend for the sacraments of
Penance, followed by First Communion. The Sacrament for
Reconciliation may be received by those who are 7%, but
children must be 8% by the beginning of November to receive
their First Holy Communion.

The Registration period runs from this weekend to
June 30, and may be accessed via this link or use g
the QR code.

A compulsory Parents’ Information Evening for Reconciliation
will take place on Monday 17 July (the first day back after the
school holidays) at 7pm at either St Michael’s Church or the
OLOL Learning Centre. The session is repeated on Tuesday 18"
at 7pm at St Michael’s for those unable to attend on Monday
evening.

MASS LINK FOR THE TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORIDNARY TIME
The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Twelfth Sunday
in Ordinary Time — Year A and available on YOUTUBE after that
is https://youtube.com/live/AYVfLE-ryXs. Please copy the link
into browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our
Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the
link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of
Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.

DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS

Families called to share their stories with the first Diocesan
Synod

Bishop Vincent wants to hear from families and households
across Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains. Your stories
will inform the direction of our local Church into the future
through what is known as a synod. Our Diocesan Synod is both
an event and a process where people gather to discuss
important matters relating to the life and mission of the
Church. Synods are transformative experiences that lead to
renewal in the Church’s life.

Did you know you can do a Synod exercise at home with your
family or children? Here are the links Synod at Home for Kids
and Synod at Home for Households.

You are welcome to provide your own input or submission to
the Synod, individually or as a group, via the link https://
parracatholic.org/synod getinvolved/

Parish Update

We are having some difficulty confirming the dates for a parish
listening consultation. Hopefully there will be a morning
session at St Michael’s and an evening session at Our Lady of
Lourdes.

LITURGICAL FORMATION COURSE — we need your help
Another Liturgical Ministry Formation Course starts on
Monday 4™ September at the Bede Heather Centre, Marion St,
Blacktown.

If you would like to take on the ministry of reader,
extraordinary minister of holy Communion, or ministry at the
altar, in the Parish of Baulkham Hills, this is the link for the
registration form. This is the formation course for you and all
ministries are open to both women and men.

Copies of the registration form are also available in the foyer.

We are in desperate need for all these ministries at both
Churches.

SAFEGUARDING MANDATORY MODULES FACE-TO-FACE
TRAINING

The Diocesan Safeguarding team are organising sessions for
parish clergy, staff and volunteers to complete their Mandatory
Safeguarding Modules 1-3 throughout July at St Paul the
Apostle Parish, Winston Hills.

1. Tuesday 4 July (12noon-4.45pm) for Modules 1-3

2. Monday 10 July (6.30pm-8.30pm) for Modules 1 and 3

3. Tuesday 11 July (6.30pm-8.00pm) for Module 2

4. Saturday 22 July (12noon-4.45pm) for Modules 1-3
Please email safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org or
winstonhills@parracatholic.org to register for one of these face
-to-face opportunities to complete your Mandatory
Safeguarding Training.

DIOCESAN LITURGICAL CONFERENCE: Faith
‘:I._ Strengthened, Nourished and Expressed -
i St Andrew’s Marayong -15 JULY: 9.30am to
2.00pm
r The Diocesan Liturgy Conference is on again in
2023! Fr Peter Williams AM VG will be the
Keynote speaker as we celebrate the 60" anniversary of the
Constitution on Sacred Liturgy. The conference will include a
variety of workshops such as nourishing faith in children and
discovering sacred art. To register, please scan the QR code,
visit www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1041495, or contact
mary.gale@parracatholic.org.

There is a $30 cost, which the parish will cover via
reimbursement if you let us know you are attending.
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DIOCESAN ADULT CONFIRMATION: 5 SEPTEMBER

Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5 September
at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral with the Catechesis and
Formation Day to be held on Saturday 2 September at 9:30am
— 2pm at the Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown (formerly known
as the IFM).

Adult Confirmation is a community celebration for those who
have reached the age of 16 years and have received both the
sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist but are yet to receive the
Confirmation. If you would like more information, please
contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 or
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org.

A WALK THROUGH THE MASS

With Pope Francis not currently giving his audiences owing to
his recovery from surgery, we have instead provided a little
Walk through the Mass, which has been adapted from what
the Presentation Parish, Sacramento CA has produced.

THE DECEASED
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Paul Millar, Peter Magann, Janet Nissen,
Heraclides de Leon, Bill Moore, Angelo Odello
Anniversaries: Olivia

Derry Leahy, George Abagi,

Maryrose Grech, Tony Bonello

May,

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS
We really appreciate your continued support. To assist with
the proper recording for the second collection, please include

your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy

Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection — for
support of the Parish,

BSB 067 950
Account No 000000214
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills

Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhambhills

A WALK THROUGH THE MASS -
with thanks to the Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish, Sacramento CA

Catholics know what is going to happen next. One of the
basic, distinctive marks of our way of praying is ritual: We do
things over and over. When the priest says, “The Lord be
with  you,” without any thought or hesitation the
congregation responds, “And with your Spirit.” The priest
says, “Let us pray,” and the congregation stands up.

Our daily lives have their rituals also: There are set ways of
greeting people, eating, responding to a text. And when we
are accustomed to a certain way of doing things we seldom
ask why we do it that way. In the Eucharist, too, we have
many ritual actions which we perform without asking why.

What is the Mass or Liturgy?

A good way to describe the Mass is to say that it is Holy
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday made present
today in ritual. It is not merely a meal which reminds us of
the Last Supper, or a Passion play which helps recall Good
Friday, or a Sunrise Service which celebrates the Lord’s
Resurrection.

The basic “shape” of the ritual of the Mass can be
described as a meal. This is not to say it is “just another
meal” or that we are ignoring the Mass as sacrifice. Not at
all. The point is, the shape of the Mass, even when viewed
as sacrifice, is that of a meal.

When friends gather for a meal, they sit and talk: Eventually
they move to the table, say grace, pass the food and eat
and drink, and finally take their leave and go home.

On our walk through the Mass we will follow this same
map: we will see ritual acts of
gathering,
storytelling, (the Liturgy of the Word)
meal sharing, (the Liturgy of the Eucharist), and
commissioning.

PART ONE: GATHERING RITES

Coming together, assembling, is at the heart of our Sunday
worship. The reason behind each of the ritual actions of the
first part of the Mass can be found in this word: gathering.
The purpose of these rites is to bring us together into one
body, ready to listen and to break bread together.

Greeters. In many churches today there will be someone at
the door to greet you as you arrive for Sunday Mass: We all
like to be greeted and welcomed when we gather for a
celebration. When friends come for a meal or a party, we
greet them at the door and welcome them into our home.

Use of water. One of the first things Catholics do when they
come to church is dip their right hand in water and make
the sign of the cross. This ritual is a reminder of our
Baptism: We were baptized with water and signed with the
cross. At every Mass we renew our promises to die to sin.

Genuflection. In medieval Europe, it was a custom to go
down on one knee (to genuflect) before a king or person of
rank. This secular mark of honour gradually entered the
Church and people began to genuflect to honour the altar
and the presence of Christ in the tabernacle before
entering the pew. Today many people express their
reverence with an even older custom and bow to the altar
before taking their place.
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Posture, song. When the Mass begins everyone stands up.
Standing is the traditional posture of the Christian at prayer: It
expresses our attentiveness to the word of God and our
readiness to carry it out.

Often, we begin by singing together. What better way to gather
than to unite our thoughts and our voices in common word,
rhythm and melody. (all the parts of music, harmony, melody,
different instruments-separate they are not complete)

Greeting. The priest will ask us to begin with the sign of the
cross, again reminding us of Baptism, and will greet us, saying,
“The Lord be with you.” You will hear this greeting frequently. It
means many things. Like “good day” it can mean both “hello”
and “good-bye.”

It is both a wish (may the Lord be with you) and a profound
statement of faith (as you assemble for worship, the Lord is
with you). It is an ancient biblical greeting: Boaz returned from
Bethlehem (we read in the Book of Ruth 2:4) and said to the
reapers, “The Lord be with you!”

The ritual response to this greeting is always the formula, “And
with your spirit,” by which we return the hello, the good
wishes, the statement of faith.

Penitential Rite, Gloria. All the other ritual acts of this first part
of the Mass are intended to gather us together into a
worshiping assembly.

Sometimes we are asked to pause and recall our common
need for salvation (the Penitential Rite).

Sometimes the hymn “Glory to God in the Highest” is sung or
recited at this point. The “Gloria” has been a part of the Mass
since about the sixth century! These longer hymns and
responses are found on the screen.

Opening Prayer (or Collect). At the close of this first part of the
Mass the priest will ask us to join our minds in prayer, and
after a few moments of silence he will collect our intentions
into one prayer to which we all respond “Amen,” a Hebrew
word for “So be it.”

PART TWO: STORY TELLING

Liturgy of the Word. When we gather at a friend’s home for a
meal, we always begin with conversation, telling our stories. At
Mass, after the rites of gathering, we sit down and listen as
readings from the Word of God are proclaimed. They are the
stories of God’s people.

Three readings and a psalm. On Sundays there are three
readings from the Bible.

The first reading will be from the Hebrew Scriptures. (except
during the Easter season.) We recall the origins of our
covenant. It will relate to the Gospel selection and will give
background and an insight into the meaning of what Jesus will
do in the Gospel.

Then we will sing or recite a psalm—a song from God’s own
inspired hymnal, the Book of Psalms of the Hebrew Bible.

The second reading will usually be from one of the letters of
Paul or another apostolic writing.

The third reading will be taken from one of the four Gospels.

Some visitors to the Catholic Mass are surprised to find us

reading from the Bible! We have not generally been famous
for our Bible reading, and yet the Mass has always been
basically and fundamentally biblical.

Even some Catholics might be surprised to learn how much of
the Mass is taken from the Bible: Not only the three readings
and the psalm, not only the obviously biblical prayers such as
the Holy, Holy, Holy and the Lord’s Prayer, but most of the
words and phrases of the prayers of the Mass are taken from
the Bible.

Standing for the Gospel. Because of the unique presence of
Christ in the proclamation of the Gospel, it has long been the
custom to stand in attentive reverence to hear these words.
We believe that Christ “is present in his word, since it is he
himself who speaks when the holy Scriptures are read in the
church” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, #7).

The priest will again greet us with “The Lord be with you.”

He then introduces the Gospel reading while marking a small
cross on his forehead, lips and heart with his thumb while
praying silently that God cleans his mind and his heart so that
his lips may worthily proclaim the Gospel.

In many places, the congregation performs this ritual action
along with the priest. The Gospel reading concludes with the
ritual formula “The Gospel of the Lord” and we respond,
“Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,” again proclaiming our faith
in the presence of Christ in the word. Then we sit for the
homily.

Homily. It means more than just a sermon or a talk about how
we are to live or what we are to believe. It is an act of worship
rooted in the texts of the Mass and especially in the readings
from Scripture which have just been proclaimed. The homily
takes that word and brings it to our life situation today. Just as
a large piece of bread is broken to feed individual persons,
the word of God must be broken open so it can be received
and digested by the congregation.

Creed. Now we stand and together recite the creed. The creed
is more than a list of things which we believe. It is a statement
of our faith in the word we have heard proclaimed in the
Scripture and the homily, and a profession of the faith that
leads us to give our lives for one another as Christ gave his life
for us.

Universal Prayer. The Liturgy of the Word (our “storytelling”
part of the Mass) comes to an end with the intercessions. The
intercessions help us become who God is calling us to be. We
are the Body of Christ by Baptism.

Now, as we prepare to approach the table for Eucharist, we
look into the readings, like a mirror, and ask: Is that who we
are? Does the Body of Christ present in this assembly
resemble that Body of Christ pictured in the Scripture
readings? Usually not! And so we make some adjustments; we
pray that our assembly really comes to look like the Body of
Christ, a body at peace, with shelter for the homeless, healing
for the sick, food for the hungry.

We pray for the Church, nations and their leaders, people in
special need and the local needs of our parish—the petitions
usually fall into these four categories. A minister will announce
the petitions, and we are usually given an opportunity to pray
for the intentions in our heart, making some common
response aloud like, “Lord, hear our prayer.”



Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon

The Lord is the strength of his people, a saving refuge
for the one he has anointed. Save your people, Lord,
and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever.

First Reading Jer 20:10-13

Jeremiah said:
‘I hear so many disparaging me,
“Terror from every side!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All those who used to be my friends
watched for my downfall,
“Perhaps he will be seduced into error.
Then we will master him
and take our revenge!”
But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero;
my opponents will stumble, mastered,
confounded by their failure;
everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be theirs.
But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with justice,
who scrutinise the loins and heart,
let me see the vengeance you will take on them,
for | have committed my cause to you.
Sing to the Lord,
praise the Lord,
for he has delivered the soul of the needy
from the hands of evil men.’

Responsorial Psalm
(R) Lord, in your great love, answer me.

1. Itis for you that | suffer taunts, that shame covers
my face, that | have become a stranger to my
brothers, an alien to my own mother's sons. | burn
with zeal for your house and taunts against you fall
onme. (R.)

2. This is my prayer to you, my prayer for your favour.
In your great love, answer me, O God, with your
help that never fails: Lord, answer, for your love is
kind; in your compassion, turn towards me. (R.)

3. The poor when they see it will be glad and God-
seeking hearts will revive; for the Lord listens to the
needy and does not spurn his servants in their
chains. Let the heavens and the earth give him
praise, the sea and all its living creatures. (R.)

Second Reading Rom 5:12-15

Sin entered the world through one man, and through
sin death, and thus death has spread through the
whole human race because everyone has sinned. Sin
existed in the world long before the Law was given.

There was no law and so no one could be accused of
the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all
from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike that
of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law.

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself
considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that
through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more
certain that divine grace, coming through the one man,
Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to me, says the
Lord, and you also will be my witnesses.

Alleluial

Gospel Mt 10:26-33

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not be
afraid. For everything that is now covered will be
uncovered, and everything now hidden will be made
clear. What | say to you in the dark, tell in the daylight;
what you hear in whispers, proclaim from the house-
tops.

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul; fear him rather who can destroy both body
and soul in hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a
penny? And yet not one falls to the ground without
your Father knowing. Why, every hair on your head has
been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are
worth more than hundreds of sparrows.

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence of
men, | will declare myself for him in the presence of my
Father in heaven. But the one who disowns me in the
presence of men, | will disown in the presence of my
Father in heaven.’

Communion Antiphon

The eyes of all look to you, Lord, and you give them
their food in due season.

Next Sunday:
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16; Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

Any lingering joy of Eastertide seems to have receded this
Sunday. The readings focus rather relentlessly upon the
phenomenon of evil in the world and the fate that
appears to await those who would seek to confront it in
fidelity to the Gospel.

The tone is set in the First Reading, from Jeremiah 20:10-
13. From this most autobiographical of the prophetic
books, we have a passage where Jeremiah reflects at
length upon the difficulty of his vocation and, above all, of
the message of woe he has to deliver to his fellow
citizens. Though this brings down upon himself hostility
from every side, he remains confident that the Lord, to
whom he has ‘committed his cause’, will vindicate him in
the end.

The prophetic vocation seen so poignantly in the figure of
Jeremiah sets the pattern for the instruction Jesus gives in
the Gospel, Matthew 10:26-33. Part of a much longer
discourse (10:1-42) that begins simply as an instruction
addressed to the Twelve (10:1-16), the extract set down
for today speaks to a wider audience of believers in
respect to the challenges they will face in attempting to
live and give witness to the Gospel.

The text is governed by the recurring refrain, ‘Do not
fear’, ‘Do not be afraid ... ’. Jesus recognises that there
will be much that will cause his disciples to be afraid but
tries to get them to distinguish appropriate from
inappropriate fear. There is a false fear and a true fear.
Disciples need not fear those (human persecutors) who
can kill the body, because their entire physical existence
is held within the hands of God and is precious in God’s
sight: if God values the life of sparrows sold two for a
penny, marking when they fall to the ground, how much
more does the heavenly Father value and protect the
lives of believers, worth more than hundreds of sparrows!
Those who stand firm in witness to the Gospel and the
values it enshrines, even to the point of death, can be
confident that their ultimate fate lies in the hand of God
and will one day be vindicated.

The only valid fear for disciples should be that of falling
out of God’s favour and so of losing, not one’s body, but
one’s soul. The object of the fear in the injunction, ‘Fear
him, rather, who can destroy both body and soul in hell’,
can be understood in a number of ways. The ‘him’ could
refer to a human persecutor or adversary, but it could
also be a reference to God. Preachers may want to shy
away from the latter interpretation and the image of God
it suggests. It has, nonetheless, a good claim to originality
and ought not be easily set aside. This is a Gospel which
readily illustrates the adage that Christianity is comforting
but not comfortable. The evangelist (Matthew) presents

Jesus as insisting that the Gospel is not something to be
talked about and lived behind closed doors. It — and the
values it enshrines — demands public witness and
proclamation.

This is the point of the opening sentences about
‘proclaiming from housetops, what you hear in whispers.’
To simply ‘whisper’ the gospel among themselves will
perhaps preserve believers from public hostility and
threat. But it will do so only for a time since ‘all that is
now covered, will one day come to light.” Moreover, it
will amount to ‘disowning’ Jesus in the presence of
human beings in a way that will cause him to disown such
followers in the presence of his Father.

The challenge of today’s Gospel may seem remote from
the experience of Christians in Western societies today. It
will have a far greater immediacy for the growing number
of believers who have to live out their commitment as a
minority in a surrounding sea of fundamentalism and
intolerance. Like the prophet Jeremiah they can only say
to the Lord, ‘My cause is with you.” The challenge for
Christians not currently living in such situations will be to
guestion a far too easy symbiosis between discipleship
and surrounding cultural mores.

The short extract from Romans 5 in the Second Reading
(5:12-15) can form an appropriate background to this
sense of Christian witness confronting the world’s evil.
Paul describes the universal spread of evil throughout the
world. Though cast as something that happened ‘back
there’ through Adam, it is really not about ‘back there’ at
all. It bears upon the present situation in the world and
about the way in which God has addressed and continues
to address it in the person of Jesus Christ. God addresses
it victoriously because the gift of grace that comes in
Christ abundantly ‘outweighs’ the negative, death-dealing
legacy symbolised in Adam.

From LiturgyHelp




Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows...
Everyone who acknowledges me before others | will
acknowledge before my heavenly Father.” Matthew 10: 26-33

Those of us who are in the second
half of our lives will surely have
memories of Sunday sermons,
parish missions and retreats in
which we were reminded of the
depths of our sinfulness. While Jesus

LA in today’s gospel-reading, and on
many other occasmns urged us not to let fear control our lives,
we have all had the experience of vigorous preachers seemingly
intent on trying “to scare hell out of us”. Generations of Catholics
in the pre-Vatican Il Church grew up with low self-esteem and
very conscious of an exaggerated sense of their own sinfulness.
That sense of sinfulness somehow deafened us from hearing
that God loves us ceaselessly and unconditionally. We learned to
be afraid of the God revealed to us by Jesus as the very essence
of love, not one of whom to be afraid.

Povfilets qour fear

Our having been created in the image of a loving God means
that we are good (not perfect), creative, free and are made for
love. We know that most of the people we encounter in the
course of our daily lives are good and decent, yet we are hesitant
to acknowledge that we, too, are good and decent. | have
become increasingly convinced that many Christians are
reluctant to volunteer to be involved in church-run activities like
visiting the sick, reaching out to people in economic hardship
through groups like the St Vincent de Paul Society, or working in
soup kitchens to feed street people, because they have
concluded that they are not good enough. If we repeatedly tell
people that they are sinful, they will develop low self-esteem.
They certainly won’'t see themselves as ambassadors of Jesus
and the Gospel. But are we not all, without exception, meant to
be disciples of Jesus, invited to walk in his footsteps? We are all
qualified for that vey thing. And there is no entrance test after
baptism.

Today’s gospel-reading opens with Jesus urging his disciples to
get on with the job of supporting him in what he had instructed
them was his mission to the world. While he was clearly an
astute judge of character, Jesus did not enlist as helpers a group
of competent, well-educated executives or people managers.
Instead of selecting specialists, he chose, in the main, ordinary
workers, without putting them through some kind of aptitude
test. He simply assured them of their worth to God and urged
them (three times) not to allow themselves to be paralysed by
fear. Why, we may ask, did Jesus identify fear as a particular
hazard for discipleship? | suggest that he recognised, from
observing human behaviour, that a characteristic of many people
is to react with hesitation and caution when they are confronted
by others who are markedly different. The challenge of reaching
out to people in physical and emotional need, to those who are
homeless, to those who are forced to survive on their wits, to
those who live on the edges of society stirs up one’s prejudices,
biases, suspicions and fears. There is little difference between
the disciples whom Jesus chose and us, their successors. The
disciples Jesus selected were, in the main, good, decent,
ordinary people, little different from us. Neither they nor we
were/are exempt from fear and prejudice. The first step in
dealing with such is to recognise and accept that we have
tendencies to both ingrained within us. But let’'s not exclude
ourselves from being involved actively in discipleship by pleading
that we are not good enough.

Jesus did not ignore the fact that, in the course of their
ministering and preaching, his disciples would encounter risk
and danger. However, he emphasised their dearness to a God
whose watchful and caring eye was ever on them. In what might
seem an unusual comparison, he compared them to sparrows,
the most insignificant of creatures: “Are not two sparrows sold
for a penny? Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your
Father's knowing.” Throughout the marketplaces of the Middle

East of Jesus’ time, sparrows were sold as the meat of the poor.
Yet they were not beneath God’s notice and care. By implication,
Jesus was making the point that, if God cares for creatures as
seemingly insignificant as the sparrows, there is nobody or
nothing that is beyond the ambit of God’s loving care. To Jesus,
the lives of every one of us, made in the image of God, have
innate value. We, therefore, cannot appreciate our own value
without acknowledging that our next-door neighbours, those
sleeping and begging on our streets and those wandering our
world as refugees and asylum seekers are in the eyes of God of
equal value with us. Failure by some in positions of power to
respect the equality and dignity of all has led to the horrors of
ethnic cleansing, to conflicts that have driven millions of our
sisters and brothers to seek asylum beyond the borders of their
own lands, and has stirred others to step forward courageously
to remind our world that Black Lives Matter.

Our value in God’s eyes is not a guarantee of safety. But when
we know in our bones that God loves and cares for us, we can
find the courage to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. Proclaiming a
message of care and acceptance of the most disadvantaged, of
justice and compassion for all, of forgiveness of one’s enemies
may well meet with derision and rejection. They are the risks and
costs of firm and fearless discipleship. Acknowledging Jesus to
the world is to live his message of compassion, justice and
acceptance to all we encounter, for they, too, are loved and
valued by God.

Today’s first reading gives us an account of how Jeremiah, a
reluctant prophet for God, found the courage to confront the
halls of government and power on national issues related to
warfare, and domestic issues related to labour, poverty and
crime. He fronted politicians on their applying personal, short-
term remedies to immediate problems instead of planning for
long-term security. He labelled unequal distribution of wealth as
the major cause of social evils. He pointed out that investment in
national security was not a recipe for peace. What he did and the
way he did it were not undertakings for the faint-hearted and the
fearful. But his intrusion led to his being thrown into a pit and left
to die. When a prophet delivers a message that disturbs the
comfortable, the comfortable will often set out to kill the
messenger. After all, that's what later eventuated for Jesus. The
issues that Jeremiah identified and challenged are as current in
the halls of power today as they were in his day. That raises for
me a question as to how | can go about challenging the
injustices | see perpetrated by powerful people whom we
together have elected to lead us.

All this prompts me to consider how | measure the value of the
people with whom | live and work. Is my assessment based on
their productivity? Their approachability? Their readiness to
collaborate or agree with me? On the fact that they are
treasured by the God in whom | put my trust? On the conviction
that we are all equal?

| conclude with a reflection by the prominent American lawyer,
Kenneth Feinberg who chaired the committee appointed to
award compensation to the families of victims of the September
11 terrorist attacks in New York and Washington. The committee
under Feinberg’s leadership began with a basic formula and
then used their discretion and accumulated wisdom. They
considered the age of each victim, their dependents, their
income at the time of the terrorist attack, their earning potential
and whether or not they had life insurance. The value assigned
to these lost lives varied enormously from as little as $250,000
for blue-collar workers to as much as $7.1 million for top
executives. After their task was completed, Feinberg observed:
“As | met with the 9/11 families and wrestled with issues
surrounding the valuation of lives lost, | began to question a
basic premise of our country’s legal system. Trained in law, | had
always accepted that no two lives were worth the same in
financial terms. Now | have discovered that the law is in conflict
with my growing belief in the equality of all life.” | suggest that
the response Jesus would make is: “Mr Feinberg, you are not far
from the kingdom of God!”

Julian McDonald cfc.AO
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Congratulations to

Ve

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week

+ Louisa Kassis
+ Andre Kassis

We pray that their faith may be an important and
integral part of their life.

Our Week

Wednesday 28 June
Memorial - St Irenaeus

Thursday 29 June
Solemnity - Sts Peter and Paul

Watch Bishop Vincent
oh ABC TV’s Compass

i
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION

COURSES IN 2023

Getting married in 2023? Let the
Diocese of Parramatta help you
prepare. Visit www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend
course dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An online
preparation called SmartLoving can also be booked via the
website.

For more information, email met@parracatholic.org or phone
Karin on 0419 242 435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.

Weekend courses for the remainder of the year :
Friday 21st & Sunday 23rd July - Full

Friday 11t & Sunday 13th August - Places available
Friday 8t & Sunday 10t September - Places available
Friday 6t & Sunday 8th October - Places available
Friday 3rd & Sunday 5t November - Places available
Friday 1st & Sunday 3rd December - Places available
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CATHOLICISM SERIES

MUE Meeting in the Crying Room at St Michael’s
" Church after 9.15am Mass.

The Program is “Catholicism: A Journey to the
{ Heart of the Faith” by Bishop Robert Barron .

Barbara Stenning 0466 608 400
Anne Sullivan 0424 961 739
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CYP LIFTED RETREAT

‘BEHOLD’: 7 - 9 JuLy

Young people aged 18 to 25 are
invited to Catholic Youth
Parramatta’s LIFTED Retreat: Behold. Get away from the
busyness of life for a weekend of prayer, sacraments, and
community. The retreat will be held from Friday 7 to Sunday 9
July at the Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville. Cost: $125
per person including accommodation for two nights and all
meals.

Register at: https://parracatholic.org/cyp-lifted-retreat/

Contact:

LIFTED RETREAT 2023 .

BEHOLE

PRAYER | SACRAMENTS- TALKS I FRIENDSH|P

ABORIGINAL CATHOLIC CARE NAIDOC
CELEBRATIONS: 4 JuLY

¥ You are warmly invited to attend Aboriginal

Catholic Care's NAIDOC Week celebrations on

Tuesday 4 July at 252 Luxford Road, Emerton

from 10am to 2pm. The event will include Stalls,
Entertainment, Rides, Jumping Castle, Creature Feature, Face
Painting, Sausage Sizzles & much more.

-
e

L

g S e o
TH T RSN Ranons

DIOCESE of
PARRAMATTA

“BEHOLD, | AM DOING A NEW THING"
ISAIAH 43:19

Walking Together: Interfaith Consultation
Synod of the Diocese of Parramatta

The Diocese of Parramatta is inviting us to engage one another about our journey

to becoming a more synodal church through consultations of listening, dialogue

and discernment. To be synodal is to walk together as a people of God and the whole
of humanity, guided by the Holy Spirit.

In response to the invitation, the Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations
and the Interfaith Con for the Di of Parramatta are hosting
consultations on how we are called to walk together with believers from other
religions. This will include listening to leaders from the Hindu and Islamic faith
traditions who will share their interfaith perspective. Please come along.

Tuesday 27 June | 6.30-9pm
{Synod IRD consultation begins at 7pm)

St Patrick's Cathedral
1 Marist Place, Parramatta
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Wednesday 12 July | 6.30-9pm

{Synod IRD consultation begins at 7pm)
St Patrick's Parish
30 Calliope Street, Guildford
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Please register your
attendance via Humanitix
by scanning one of
the QR codes.

Light refreshments available from 6.30pm.
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SIMON CARRINGTON PRESENTS

With Passion
and Purpose

7:30pm, Thursday, 29th June

St. Patrick's Catholic Church
51-59 Allawah St,
Blacktown NSW 2148

Simon Carrington is a renowned chastity, relationships, sexuality, and Theology of the Body speaker.
He is the founder of Fire Up Ministries and has completed studies at both the University of Notre
Dame, Australia and the Theology of the Body Institute, USA.

Simon has been active in youth/ young adults ministry for several years with a passionate focus on
chastity, sexuality, apologetics, and Theology of the Body. Endorsed by Parousia Media, Simon has

spoken to parishes and schools all over Sydney.

This event is targeted towards young adults between the ages of 13-35 but welcomes anyone who
may wish to join.

I would greatly appreciate if you could help promote this great event through your parish bulletins
and youth/ young adult groups.

Here is the link to our Facebook event: https://fb.me/e/20Vu20voU
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF
Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra ST M|CHA|T1.'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm
Assistant Deacons Deacon Roque Dias Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am
ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am
St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598 ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan RECONCILIATION

i Betty Ch
Assistant Secretary ety theung Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm
Secretary Louise Ryall Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass
PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755
Email: admin@parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au RECONCILIATION
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhambhills.org.au Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm
BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH Please contact the appropriate Parish Office
1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au Chaplain F}. Pio Yong Ho Jang

Secretary Rita Ryou

Mass Times LECTORS THIS WEEK LECTORS NEXT WEEK In Onr
25 JUNE 2023 2 JULY 2023 5[?}’@

gagcgrday N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, C. Ryan ,\R/I %?;per, R. Robb, M. Boldt,
-0 pm - Doouza In your mercy, please remember those for
Sunda whom prayers have been asked
8.00 a)r(n M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, A. Sullivan D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, V. Vella
Recently deceased:
iunday fA.ARndekrson, L. Tedesco, B. Fabri, S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique Paul Mlllar, Peter Mag_ann, Janet Nissen,
0.00am | M. Rutkin Heraclides de Leon, Bill Moore,
Sunda Angelo Odello
6.00 p)r(n A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, D. Mascarenhas
Anniversaries:
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS Derry Leahy, George Abagi, Olivia May,
Times 25 JUNE 2023 2JULY 2023 Maryrose Grech, Tony Bonello

Saturday G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, R. Gosper, K. McEIduff, E. Riches, R. Gosper, Sick:
5.30 pm L. Domanillo L. Karam, W. Ng ICK: . ) . .
Katherine 1zzo, Fr Tony Biddle, Judith Chie,

gf‘(;‘g?r’n B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness ;f;; g;{'t‘zsr ' l\J/l cc):%yh?;,Nl\(;l?nTi %Cuhnogl?é;?h?/ros '
Vella, Kong Su Chong, Judy Poon,
ig’_‘gg‘;m J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao,
Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Debra Price,
Sunday J. Macey, R. Macey, L. De La Cruz, |V|al’y Bums, Marie Bo|t0n, Cynth|a GomeS,

P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee

6.00 pm |S. Haskins Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs,

Hazel Clasquin, Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun,

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 25.06.23 WEEK BEGINNING 02.07.23 Florgina Henry, Richard Miranda,
Joseph MacDermid, Catherine Hemmings,
Saby Wilam Vet
T C Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
FLOWER Saturday 01.07.23: Saturday 08.07.23 :
MINISTRY M. Mifsud, R. O’'Donnell D. Maglalang, N. Fernando
PROJECTOR Weekend 01st/02nd July 2023 - Masses: Sat 5:30pm: A.D’Souza

Sun__8am: D. Grech 10am: G. Wongso 6pm: Y/T Menezes
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