
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Church 

 

Second Sunday of Advent – 10th December 2023 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
This week we welcome Paul Tran 
to our parish community. Paul is 
a seminarian, studying for the 
priesthood at our Diocese’s Holy 
Spirit Seminary, Harris Park 
 

Paul came to Australia in 
September 2019 from Vietnam 
and commenced his studies in 
February 2020. He has  degree 
in accounting from Vietnam 
and did some prior study in 

Philosophy with the Jesuits in Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City).  
 
He has come on parish placement till Christmas, and we 
hope you will make him very welcome. 
 
THANK YOU—BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL  
 Thak you for supporƟng our chaplains through your 
donaƟons, both via the parish and online.  
 

By doing this, you have supported our 
own Parish Deacon, Deacon Roque Dias, 
who works as Chaplain at the Westmead 
Hospitals. Through your generosity and 
prayer,  Catholic Care chaplains to provide 
pastoral, spiritual, and sacramental 

support to seriously ill, lonely, and distraught people this 
Christmas. If you haven't yet made a contribuƟon, please 
use the envelopes, go to yourcatholicfoundaƟon.org.au/
appeal or scan this QR code. Thank you.  
 
MASS LINK FOR SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The Mass link for this Saturday  at  6pm  for the  Second 
Sunday  of  Advent  (Year  B  readings) is https://
youtube.com/live/g6298OZpZ8w.  Please copy the link 
into browser if it does not immediately work. 
 
Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 
Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards 
via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the 
Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.  
 
VINNIES CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
VINNIES in both communities – St Michael’s and Our Lady 
of Lourdes – are holding their annual Christmas appeal, 
using the Gifting Tree at both places. Further details can 
be found  in the respective bulletins. 

RELEASE OF THE DIOCESAN SYNOD SUMMARY REPORT 
The Diocesan Synod Team has now released Diocesan 
Synod Summary Report. This document represents the 
culmination of our collective efforts during our Diocesan 
Synod, held from October 13‐15, 2023, and precedes the 
release of the Synod Decrees and Declarations in January 
2024.  
 
The Synod was a time of prayerful reflection and open 
dialogue, where diverse voices of the faithful from across 
our Diocese came together to envision the future of our 
local Church, guided by the Holy Spirit. The report 
provides a comprehensive view of the Synod’s 
proceedings, its outcomes, and insights from Synod 
members 
 
The report is available to download from the Diocesan 
Synod website: https://parracatholic.org/synod2023 
 
Please engage with this report. It is more than a historical 
record; it also a tool to bring the spirit and insights of the 
Synod into the heart of your communities. 
 
LITURGICAL MINISTRY COURSE RETURNS IN 2024  
 The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will 
recommence in February 2024. This is formation for 
anyone interested in serving within the Liturgical 
Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 
Ministers at the Altar.  
 
We  really  need  assistance  in  these    liturgical  roles  at 
both Churches. 
 
If you are interested or would like more information, 
please contact the Office for Worship on 0460 037 795 or 
mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website to 
download an enrolment form at https://
officeforworship.org.au/  
 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GLOBAL GIFTS CARDS   
Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts Christmas cards are a great 
way to spread joy and hope this Christmas vulnerable 
communities to create a brighter future. Order now to 
receive in time for Christmas at www.globalgifts.org.au or 
scan the QR code.  
 
Please check out the Piety Shop for Christmas cards, 
calendars and gifts. 
 



POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION 
– Evangelii Gaudium  
Pope Francis conƟnued his catechesis on cycle of 
catechesis on The passion for evangeliza on: the 
apostolic zeal of the believer, focusing on the theme: 
“ProclamaƟon is joy”  
 

Dear brothers and sisters: In our conƟnuing 
catechesis on apostolic zeal, we now turn to the 
Apostolic ExhortaƟon Evangelii Gaudium and its 
summons to a renewed proclamaƟon of the “joy 
of the Gospel”. The reason for that joy, which was 
first announced by the angels in Bethlehem, is our 
personal encounter with Jesus, who, now risen 
from the dead, offers us the promise of new and 
eternal life. 

 

We see this in the Gospel story of the disciples 
who met the risen Lord on the road to Emmaus. 
With their hearts set afire by the Word of God 
that he proclaimed to them, they then recognized 
him in the breaking of the bread and joyfully 
returned to Jerusalem to announce his 
resurrecƟon to the others. 

 

Like those disciples, we too need to encounter 
the Lord ever anew in his Word and his 
sacramental presence, in order to share the 
liberaƟng message of the Gospel with others. In 
our troubled world, so many people await a word 
of hope. May all ChrisƟans take up the challenge 
of sharing the joy of their own encounter with the 
risen Lord, the new life bestowed by his Spirit, 
and the freedom born of trust in his promises. 

 

The full text of the Pope’s catechesis follows on the next 
page 
 

DONATE TO CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GAZA APPEAL  
Caritas Australia is supporting partner agencies on the 
ground to provide emergency cash, shelter, and 
psychosocial support to those affected by the violence. 
The efforts of these partner agencies are expected to 
support 17,000 displaced families, representing around 
100,000 of the 1 million people displaced. To support 
Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, visit www.caritas.org.au/
donate/emergency‐appeals/gaza‐crisis/ or call 1800 024 
413 toll free. 
THE DECEASED 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 

Recently deceased: Carmel Pullen, Mark Fletcher, David 
Ferguson, Consolacion Salvador 
 

Anniversaries: Helen Tarlinton, Odette and Toufic 
Shalala, Kerry Dorahy, Detective Inspector Bryson 
Anderson, Francisco C. Lara 
 

Fr Wim 
 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
 
 
 
 

For EFT to the First Collection ‐ supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
 
 
 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
 
 
 

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 
BSB    067 950 
Acct No   100005310 
Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 
Reference   Your name and please email 

details to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 
 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 
 



POPE FRANCIS AND  
THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION  

Evangelii Gaudium 
Pope Francis conƟnued his catechesis on cycle of 
catechesis on The passion for evangeliza on: the 
apostolic zeal of the believer, focusing on the theme: 
“ProclamaƟon is joy”. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. (Bible 
reading: Lk 2: 8‐11). 
 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 
AŌer encountering several witnesses of the proclamaƟon 
of the Gospel, I propose summarizing this cycle of 
catechesis on apostolic zeal in four points, inspired by the 
Apostolic ExhortaƟon Evangelii Gaudium, whose tenth 
anniversary we celebrate this month.  
 

The first point, which we will see today, the first of the 
four, cannot but relate to the aƫtude on which the 
substance of the evangelizing gesture depends: joy. Joy. 
The ChrisƟan message, as we have heard from the angel’s 
words to the shepherds, is the proclamaƟon of “a great 
joy” (Lk 2: 10). And the reason? Good news, a surprise, a 
beauƟful event? Much more, a Person: Jesus! He is the 
God made man who came to us. The quesƟon, dear 
brothers and sisters, is therefore not whether to proclaim 
it, but how to proclaim it, and this “how” is joy. Either we 
proclaim Jesus with joy, or we do not proclaim him, 
because another way of proclaiming him is not capable of 
bringing the true reality of Jesus. 
 

This is why a ChrisƟan who is discontented, a sad 
ChrisƟan, a dissaƟsfied, or worse sƟll, resenƞul or 
rancorous ChrisƟan, is not credible. This person will talk 
about Jesus but no‐one will believe him! Once someone 
said to me, talking about these ChrisƟans, “But these are 
po‐faced ChrisƟans!”, that is, they express nothing, they 
are like that, and joy is essenƟal. It is essenƟal to keep 
watch over our senƟments. EvangelizaƟon works in 
gratuitousness, because it comes from fullness, not from 
pressure.  
 

And when one evangelizes – one would try to do this, but 
it does not work – on the basis of ideologies: the Gospel is 
a proclamaƟon, a proclamaƟon of joy. Ideologies are cold, 
all of them. The Gospel has the warmth of joy. Ideologies 

do not know how to smile; the Gospel is a smile, it makes 
you smile because it touches the soul with the Good 
News. 
 
The birth of Jesus, in history as in life, is the source of joy: 
think of what happened to the disciples of Emmaus, who 
could not believe their joy, and the others, then, the 
disciples all together, when Jesus goes to the Upper 
Room, could not believe their joy. The joy of having the 
risen Jesus. An encounter with Jesus always brings you 
joy, and if this does not happen to you, it is not a true 
encounter with Jesus. 
 

And what Jesus does with the disciples tells us that the 
first to need to be evangelized are the disciples.  
 

The first who to need to be evangelized are us: we 
ChrisƟans. And this is very important. Immersed in 
today’s fast‐pace and confused environment, we too 
indeed may find ourselves living our faith with a subtle 
sense of renunciaƟon, persuaded that the Gospel is no 
longer heard and no longer worth striving to proclaim. 
We might even be tempted by the idea of leƫng “others” 
go their own way. Instead, this is precisely the Ɵme to 
return to the Gospel to discover that Christ “is forever 
young, he is forever a constant source of 
newness” (cf. Evangelii gaudium, 11). 
 

Thus, like the two at Emmaus, one returns to daily life 
with the enthusiasm of one who has found treasure: they 
were joyful, those two, because they had found Jesus, 
and he changed their life. And one discovers that 
humanity abounds with brothers and sisters waiƟng for a 
word of hope. The Gospel is awaited even today. People 
of today are like people of all Ɵmes: they need it. Even 
the civilizaƟon of programmed unbelief and 
insƟtuƟonalized secularity; indeed, especially the society 
that leaves the spaces of religious meaning deserted, 
needs Jesus. This is the right moment for the 
proclamaƟon of Jesus. Therefore, I would like to say again 
to everyone: “The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and 
lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who accept his 
offer of salvaƟon are set free from sin, sorrow, inner 
empƟness and loneliness. With Christ joy is constantly 
born anew”. Do not forget this. And if anyone does not 
perceive this joy, they should ask themselves if they have 
found Jesus. An inner joy. The Gospel takes the path of 
joy, always, it is the great proclamaƟon. “I invite all 
ChrisƟans, everywhere, at this very moment, to a 
renewed … encounter with Jesus Christ (ibid., 1, 1.3)  
 

Each one of you, take a liƩle Ɵme and think: “Jesus, you 
are within me. I want to encounter you every day. You 
are a Person, you are not an idea; you are a travelling 
companion, you are not a programme. You, Jesus, are the 
source of joy. You are the beginning of evangelizaƟon. 
You, Jesus, are the source of joy!”. Amen. 
 
Va can News 



Second Sunday of Advent ‐ Year B 
 

Entrance AnƟphon 
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the 
naƟons, and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in 
the joy of your heart.  

 
First Reading  Is 40:1‐5, 9‐11 

‘Console my people, console them’ 
says your God. 
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem 
and call to her 
that her Ɵme of service is ended, 
that her sin is atoned for, 
that she has received from the hand of the Lord 
double punishment for all her crimes.’ 
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness 
a way for the Lord. 
Make a straight highway for our God 
across the desert. 
Let every valley be filled in, 
every mountain and hill be laid low, 
let every cliff become a plain, 
and the ridges a valley; 
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
and all mankind shall see it; 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
Go up on a high mountain, 
joyful messenger to Zion. 
Shout with a loud voice, 
joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 
Shout without fear, 
say to the towns of Judah, 
‘Here is your God.’ 
Here is the Lord coming with power, 
his arm subduing all things to him. 
The prize of his victory is with him, 
his trophies all go before him. 
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, 
gathering lambs in his arms, 
holding them against his breast 
and leading to their rest the mother ewes.  

 
Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvaƟon.  

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say, a voice that speaks 
of peace, peace for his people. His help is near for those 
who fear him and his glory will dwell in our land.        (R.) 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; jusƟce and peace have 
embraced. Faithfulness shall spring from the earth and 
jusƟce look down from heaven.       (R.) 

3. The Lord will make us prosper and our earth shall yield its 
fruit. JusƟce shall march before him and peace shall follow 
his steps.       (R.) 

 

Second Reading  2 Pet 3:8‐14 
There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that 
with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand years, and a 
thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to carry 
out his promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he 

is being paƟent with you all, wanƟng nobody to be lost and 
everybody to be brought to change his ways. The Day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will 
vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and 
all that it contains will be burnt up. 
Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be 
living holy and saintly lives while you wait and long for the Day 
of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and the 
elements melt in the heat. What we are waiƟng for is what he 
promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place where 
righteousness will be at home. So then, my friends, while you 
are waiƟng, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so 
that he will find you at peace.     

 

Gospel AcclamaƟon 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people 
shall see the salvaƟon of God. 
Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gospel  Mk 1:1‐8 
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. It is wriƩen in the book of the prophet Isaiah: 
Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; 
he will prepare your way. 
A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, and 
so it was that John the BapƟst appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a bapƟsm of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of 
Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were 
bapƟsed by him in the river Jordan they confessed their 
sins. John wore a garment of camel‐skin, and he lived on 
locusts and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he 
said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and 
undo the strap of his sandals. I have bapƟsed you with 
water, but he will bapƟse you with the Holy Spirit.’     
 

Communion AnƟphon 
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold 
the joy which comes to you from God.  
 

Next Sunday: Third Sunday of Advent ‐ Year B 
Is 61:1‐2, 10‐11; 1 Thess 5:16‐24; Jn 1:6‐8, 19‐28 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
�ù BÙ�Ä��Ä BùÙÄ� SJ 

 
The scripture readings for this Second Sunday of Advent 
(as also those of next week too) focus upon John the 
BapƟst and his summons to repentance in view of the 
coming of the Lord. John, of course, is menƟoned only in 
the Gospel but the LecƟonary provides the context for his 
preaching by choosing as First Reading the passage from 
Isaiah (40:1‐5, 9‐11) which the Gospel writers employ in 
order to indicate his role in the history of salvaƟon. John 
is the ‘voice that cries in the wilderness, “Prepare a way 
for the Lord”.’ 
 
The First Reading comes from the beginning of the 
secƟon of the Book of Isaiah (chapters 40‐55) aƩributed 
to the great prophet of Israel’s return from Exile in 
Babylon. This ‘Second Isaiah’ sees the return from Exile as 
a ‘New Exodus’. The prophet’s role is to ‘tell the good 
news’ of Israel’s coming liberaƟon and to describe the 
wonders that will aƩend the return of the capƟves across 
the desert to their own land. Because they are God’s 
liberated people and because God will be at their head, 
leading them home like a shepherd, nature will transform 
itself to ease their path. A ‘way’ is being prepared, not 
just for Israel, but for God, whose ‘glory’ will be made 
manifest to all humankind. (The detail about 
‘Jerusalem’ [= the people] having received ‘double 
punishment for all her sins’ simply underlines the sense of 
compleƟon [‘more than enough!’]; the sufferings of the 
people are interpreted, in convenƟonal mode, as 
punishment, but this aspect is not the main point.) 
 
The Gospel, Mark 1:1‐8, takes us to the beginning of 
Mark’s Gospel, which, omiƫng any account of Jesus’ 
earlier life, begins the story of Jesus simply with the 
ministry of John the BapƟst. For Mark – and for the early 
ChrisƟan tradiƟon generally – the appearance and 
proclamaƟon of John follows the ‘script’ indicated by the 
passage of Isaiah quoted as the First Reading. There is a 
slight difference in that, whereas (Second) Isaiah had a 
voice crying, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the 
Lord’, in Mark (as already in the Greek translaƟon of 
Isaiah [LXX]) ‘the voice’ (John) cries out in the wilderness: 
that is, the wilderness is the locaƟon, rather than the 
object, of the cry. Nonetheless, John’s appearance and his 
voice indicate the fulfilment of what Isaiah had foretold: 
the ‘good news’ (‘gospel’) of the coming of the Lord, for 
whom ‘a way’ has to be prepared. 
 
‘The Lord’ is, of course, Jesus himself, Messiah and Son of 
God (1:1) and the ‘way’ that has to be prepared for him is 
no longer a path through the desert but a way 
constructed in human hearts. The ‘way’ is the conversion 
from sin called for in John’s message, enacted in the 
water bapƟsm that he celebrates for the crowds. John’s 
appearance – his clothing and his diet –  portray him in 

the guise of Elijah, the great prophet tradiƟonally 
expected, on the basis of Mal 3:1; 4:5‐6, to return to 
earth to preach repentance before the coming of the 
Lord. 
 
But, beyond the summons to repentance, John has a 
christological confession to make. He points to the One 
who is to follow him as One of far greater rank. In Jewish 
rabbinic tradiƟon students carried the sandals of their 
teachers as a mark of respect but John is not worthy even 
to unƟe the sandals of the One who is to come. Unlike 
John, who bapƟses with water, this coming stronger One 
will ‘bapƟse’ with the Holy Spirit. He will bind up the 
‘strong man’ (Satan; see 3:22‐27), who currently holds 
human beings capƟve alienaƟng them from God and from 
their own true humanity. Empowered by the Spirit (1:10‐
11), Jesus will reclaim human lives from all the capƟviƟes 
(sin, ignorance, disease, etc) that hold them bound and 
draw them into his own life‐giving inƟmacy with God. This 
is the meaning of ‘bapƟsing with the Spirit’.  
 
Thus the ‘good Ɵdings’ of ‘home‐coming’ (from Exile) that 
(Second) Isaiah proclaimed with respect to Israel has 
become the ‘Gospel’ of humanity’s return to its true 
home within the ‘family’ of God. Each Advent invites us to 
revisit a longing for that ‘home‐coming’ exisƟng in the 
depths of our souls.  
 
The Second Reading, from 2 Peter 3:8‐14, features typical 
Jewish apocalypƟc imagery of the ‘Day of the Lord’. It 
provides a symbolic portrayal of the ChrisƟan sense that 
Christ’s personal victory over sin and death will take Ɵme 
to be fully worked in the world as a whole. Believers must 
not lose heart, nor allow themselves to be simply 
absorbed in the present shape of the world, which is 
desƟned to give way to ‘a new heaven and a new earth’. 
There they and their faithful paƩern of life 
(‘righteousness’) will truly be ‘at home’.    

From LiturgyHelp 



Second Sunday of Advent 
 
People of Judea and all the people of Jerusalem made their 
way to him (John the Bap st), and, as they were bap sed by 
him in the river Jordan, they confessed their sins.   Mark 1: 1‐8 
 

All wriƟng reflects something of 
the personality, world‐view and/or 
mindset of its authors. For 
example, what Isaiah wrote in 
today’s first reading very clearly 
indicates that he believed in a God 
who played an acƟve role in world 

events. If the people for whom he wrote flourished and 
prospered, that was clear evidence that God was looking 
favourably on them. Invasion by foreign powers was clear 
evidence that God was meƟng out to them the punishment 
they deserved. However, Isaiah’s theology was not totally 
bleak. He held out to his people the hope of a merciful God 
whose anger would eventually abate. When that happened God 
would lead them home from exile and restore them to peace 
and prosperity. That explains why he can present God saying: 
“Console my people, console them. Speak to the heart of 
Jerusalem and call to her that her Ɵme of service is ended, that 
her sin is atoned for;” (Isaiah 40: 1‐2) That’s not the theology of 
most of us. The wars, bloodshed and cruelty currently being 
inflicted on people across the world are the invenƟons of 
twisted human beings. They are not punishments from God. 
Human beings can be instruments of evil as well as agents for 
good. A consequence of the IncarnaƟon is that Jesus is present 
in and among us. Consequently, we can act as instruments of 
God, sisters and brothers of Jesus in contribuƟng to the 
beƩerment of our world and its people. 
 
I suggest that our aƩenƟon be focussed on the voice that Isaiah 
hears calling: “Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. 
Make a straight highway for our God across the desert. Let 
every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, let 
every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley;” (Isaiah 40: 3‐
4)  
 
Here, Isaiah has moved into the language of metaphor, using it 
to present for his audience a vision for their world free of 
divisions and obstacles represented by “valleys and 
mountains”. It is not coincidental that, in today’s gospel‐
reading, Mark borrowed as his catch‐cry what Isaiah had 
proclaimed centuries before: “Prepare a way for the lord, make 
his paths straight and smooth!”  Mark then proceeded to relate 
that John the BapƟst set about “proclaiming a bapƟsm of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.’  He went on to add that 
“All Judea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to 
him, and as they were bapƟsed by him in the river Jordan, they 
confessed their sins. (Mark 1: 4‐6) 
 
In imagining the scene of crowds flocking to John for bapƟsm in 
the waters of the Jordan, I suggest that John, blessed with a 
magneƟc personality, drew crowds, in much the same way as 
modern‐day evangelists fill stadiums. Moreover, what Mark 
refers to as “repentance and confession of sins” are somewhat 
different from what we might envision. The Greek word in Mark 
that is translated for us as “repentance” is metanoia made up 
of the roots meta (beyond) and nous (the mind). So, 
“confession of sins’ did not refer to itemising one’s failures and 

sins as we are/were accustomed to doing in the rite of 
sacramental reconciliaƟon. In their collecƟve fervour, those 
who were bapƟsed by John were tesƟfying to their 
determinaƟon to leave behind being saƟsfied with living lives of 
mediocrity and, instead, adopƟng a change of mind, heart and 
vision intended to transform the ways in which they lived and 
related to one another. These people, inspired by John, were 
pledging, in the hearing of one another, to set their sights on 
living with one another free of disputes, compeƟƟon and 
seƩling scores. Moreover, the one to whom John pointed, who 
“will bapƟse you with the Holy Spirit”, would turn out to be the 
Christ of God, love personified.  
 
It is significant that the opening sentence of today’s gospel‐
reading is: “The beginning of the good news about Jesus 
Christ.” This parallels and echoes the opening sentence of the 
Book of Genesis: “In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.” Mark did this to signal to his community that 
the story he was launching would be as startling and far‐
reaching as God’s acƟon of creaƟng the world.  
 
What Isaiah dreamed of in the first reading was translated into 
acƟon centuries later by John the BapƟst. The change of mind 
and heart that John called for was taken up by those who 
turned up to be bapƟsed by him, and that paved the way for 
the coming of Emmanuel, ‘God with us” whose birth we will 
celebrate at Christmas. Mark was emphasising that what had 
been proclaimed by Isaiah and a long line of prophets was at 
long last fulfilled in John and Jesus. Mark was describing how 
events like these were a demonstraƟon of how God worked 
and will conƟnue to work in expressing love for humanity. 
 
Today’s second reading from Peter is simply a reminder to his 
community and to us that God’s chronology is not in sync with 
Greenwich Mean Time. However, today’s three readings taken 
together offer us the assurance that, at some Ɵme in the future, 
the glory of God will come to reality in and among us. All we 
need to do is open our minds and hearts wide enough to be 
transformed. That’s the only requirement for preparing the way 
of the Lord. In succession, these readings first remind us of 
god’s paƟence and tolerance in our regard, then challenge us to 
live each day true to the way in which Jesus taught us and, 
finally, encourage us to assess if, in our day‐to‐day lives we 
have seƩled for mediocrity. All three add up to a checklist for 
measuring our capacity for opening ourselves to the change of 
mind and heart to which God constantly invites us. I suggest 
that the biggest obstacle to that kind of change is fear. And that 
leads me to one final point. 
 
The earliest manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel conclude with 
chapter 16, verse 8. Verses 9‐20, according to Scripture 
scholars, are a later addiƟon. Mark’s conclusion, then, was 
about the reacƟon of the women who discovered the empty 
tomb of Jesus aŌer his resurrecƟon: “And the women came out 
and ran away from the tomb because they were frightened out 
of their wits, and they said nothing to a soul, for they were 
afraid…” The implicaƟon of this unfinished sentence is surely 
that the “‘beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God” deserves to be conƟnued. Is it not our 
responsibility as disciples of Jesus to ensure that the story is 
conƟnued through the way we live?  Fear would get in the way 
and end up paralysing us, too.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



STAY FOR A CUPPA! 
All are welcome to stay for morning tea 
this SUNDAY 10th November after 10am 
mass. It’s a Christmas theme! 
 

Come and have a cuppa (or a cool drink, 
if the weather’s hot) and a Christmas 
treat.  
 

Morning tea will be served at the side entrance of the church.  
 

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  
EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

Would you like to help? Email Emma Baker at 
alphateam2153@gmail.com 

PIETY STALL 
 
Now in stock 2024 Columban Calendars $10 
each and Christmas cards $4 (pkt 8) 

 
 
 
 
 

Masses - Christmas Eve & 
Christmas Day 

 

Ministers Needed 
 

We are looking for  
 Acolytes, 
 Altar Servers 
 Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
 Lectors 
 Projectionists  
 Welcomer/Collector 

 
for the Masses on Christmas Eve and  

Christmas Day. 
 
If you are able to help, please fill out the form in the 
sacristy or contact the office on 9639 0598 or via 
email admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 
Mass times at St Michael's: 
 

24 Dec Sun : 5.30pm, 8pm 
25 Dec Mon : midnight, 8am and 10am 

MIDNIGHT MASS CHOIR 
 

You are most welcome to join the Midnight 
Mass Choir - no experience necessary!   
Any enquiries please ring Marianne D’Souza 
on 0410 271 751. 

JOIN OUR CYP TEAM!  
The Diocese of Parramatta’s Mission 
Enhancement Team (MET) is looking to expand 
and deepen the work of Catholic Youth 
Parramatta in 2024. You have the opportunity 

to impact the lives of thousands of youth and young adults in 
our ever-growing ministry, especially in schools. Forward your 
current CV, refer to the position description, and record a 2-3 
minute video addressing your passion, skills and experience 
for the role to parracatholicjobs@parracatholic.org   

DIOCESAN WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 
MASS: 10 FEBRUARY 2024  
A Mass for the World Day of the Sick, 
including the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick, will be held at 11am on Saturday 10 February 
2024 at St Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family 
Parish, Blacktown. All are welcome, including those who may 
be sick, and those who care for the sick and dying and health 
care professionals. RSVPs are required by 6 February 2024 
to mary.gale@parracatholic.org   

 

 
 

 
Congratulations to  
 

 Isabella Fingleton 
 Hamish Gronlund 
 Kenzi Lees 
 Colbran Lees 
 William Morris 
 Harper Saefudin 

 
who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 

 
We pray that their faith may be an important and  

integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 
Wednesday 13 December 
Memorial - St Lucy 
 
Thursday 14 December 
Memorial - St John of the Cross 

Due to COVID safe handling,  
only Woolworths and Coles food cards 

will be accepted 
 

This Christmas we are asking for donations of 
Woolworths or Coles food cards (please request 
cards that are for food only). These will enable us 
to safely distribute support to those who need it. 

 

Cards can be returned in an envelope, please attach the card from 
the appeals tree in the church to the envelope. The envelopes can 
then be dropped into any of the donation boxes at the church doors. 
 

Thank you! 



 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE –  
PARISH OF BAULKHAM HILLS  

 
 

Christmas Eve: Sunday 24 December 
 

5.30pm    Family Mass St Michael’s 

6.00pm Family Mass Our Lady of Lourdes  

8.00pm   Mass St Michael’s 

8.00pm Mass Our Lady of Lourdes (live streamed) 

Midnight  Mass St Michael’s   

 
Christmas Day:  Monday 25 December 

 

8.00am Mass St Michael’s 

9.30am Mass Our Lady of Lourdes 

10.00am Mass St Michael’s 

11.30am Our Lady of Lourdes (Korean Language) 

 

All Maronite Liturgies are at Gilroy College 

 

There is NO evening Mass on Monday 25 December 
 

 
COMMUNAL RITE OF RECONCILIATION  
Monday 18 December at 7.30pm St Michael’s Church 
 

 

INDIVIDUAL RITE OF RECONCILIATION 
 
St Michael’s  

Sat 23 December - 9.30am to 11am; 4.00pm to 4.30pm 

Wed 20, Thu 21, Fri 22 – after the 9.15am Mass to 10.15am 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Sat 23 December – 4.30pm to 5.00pm 

Thu 21, Fri 22 – after the 9.30am Mass to 10.30am  



Parish of Baulkham Hills 
 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 
ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 
Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 
Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 
 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 
Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 
Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 
 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  
1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 
Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 
Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 
Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  
Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 
Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   
Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 
 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 
      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 
      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 
      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 
      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 
ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 
PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  
Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 
Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Mass  
Times 

LECTORS 
 10 DECEMBER 2023 

LECTORS 
 17 DECEMBER 2023 

Saturday 
5.30 pm G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky E. Riches, P. Sladen, C. Vella 

Sunday  
8.00 am 

M. Cameron, C. Worthington, 
G. Machado A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr 

Sunday  
10.00 am 

J. Van Gend, M. Reefman,  
M. Neylan C. Burton, A. Mantaring, S. Mantaring 

Sunday  
6.00 pm M. Moloney, M. Moloney, S. Turner 

Mass 
Times 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 10 DECEMBER 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 17 DECEMBER 2023 

Saturday 
5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, 
R. Gosper, L. Domanillo 

K. McElduff, E. Riches, R. Gosper, 
L. Karam, W. Ng 

Sunday  
8.00 am 

B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood,  
B. Smith M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness 

Sunday 
10.00 am J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren 

Sunday  
6.00 pm J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins P. Finnerty, S. Stagnitta, E. Lee 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  10.12.23 WEEK BEGINNING  17.12.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 10.12.23  :   
Team 7 :  P. Kocsis 

Counters 17.12.23  :   
Team 8 :  T. Dalton 

FLOWER 
MINISTRY 

Saturday 16.12.23 : 
M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

Saturday 23.12.23 : 
M. Medvidovic, R. O’Donnell 

PROJECTOR  Weekend 15th/16th December 2023 - Masses:  Sat  5:30pm:  S. Yao 
Sun    8am:  M. Donnelly       10am:   G. Wongso         6pm:   Y/T Menezes 

N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those 
for whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently deceased: Carmel Pullen, Mark 
Fletcher, David Ferguson, Consolacion 
Salvador, Sonny Ellul 
 
Anniversaries: Helen Tarlinton, Odette and 
Toufic Shalala, Kerry Dorahy, Detective 
Inspector Bryson Anderson, Francisco Lara 
 
Sick: 
Dennis Parker, Pearl Dequena,  
Angeli Malonzo, Greg Hopwood,  
Tony Maroun, Trent Styles, Garry Eldersley, 
Katherine Izzo, Cathy Vella, Tony Biddle, 
Joey & Noah, Nicholas Tadros, Mimi Yeung, 
Judy Poon, Kong Su Chong,  
Baby Carter McGhie, Jamal Kairouz,  
Cynthia Gomes, Debra Price, Mary Burns, 
Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Marie Bolton, 
Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, 
Joe Maroun, Florgina Henry,  
Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid, 
Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,  
Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM 


