Parish of Baulkham fills
St Michagl’s Chureh

Our lsord Jgsus Christ, Ring of the Universe — 26th November 2023

PARISH NOTES

Dear Parishioners,

This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, and the last Sunday of
the Church’s year. Next week beginning the new liturgical
cycle.

Christ the King was established by Pope Pius Xl in 1925
with his encyclical Quas Primas, to respond to a world
that was rejecting Christ and was being dominated by
secularism.

Pope Pius hoped that the establishment of this feast
would bring about the following:

e That this annual celebration would assist the faithful
to gain strength in their true King, Jesus Christ;

e That leaders and nations would recognise that they
are bound to submit and give respect to Christ the
King;

e That nations would see that the Church has the right
to freedom, and immunity from the state. In these
times when we are challenged in our faith and our
ability to worship together, let us remember that
Jesus Christ is Our King who reigns forever.

e That individuals should honour and recognise Jesus
as their ‘Sovereign King’ and emulate his total gift of
self, perfectly embodied on the Cross. In imitation of
their thorn-crowned King, individuals can help bring
love and relief to those who suffer and help to
proclaim the Good News of the Reign of Christ in the
world today. (Source: Archdiocese of Sydney Centre
for evangelisation)

United with the Universal Church let Christ reign in our
hearts.

FIRST COMMUNION

This weekend we celebrate our First Holy Communion at
Our Lady of Lourdes. Congratulations to those who
celebrated theirs at St Michael’'s over the last two
weekends.

Please pray for them and their families.

BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CATHOLIC CARE

CHAPLAINCY SERVICES — NEXT WEEKEND

E. ot |E Will you support our chaplains to listen

J with the ear of the heart? Your

¥ compassionate generosity and prayers

gq { will help our 15 Catholic Care chaplains to

E . provide pastoral, spiritual, and

sacramental support to seriously ill,

lonely, and distraught people this Christmas. Please give

generously to the Bishop’s Christmas Appeal at

yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan this QR
code. Thank you.

To avoid the First Communion masses, the appeal will be
held next weekend 3-4 December.

NOVEMBER MASSES FOR THE DECEASED
Please see the note within the bulletin. November Mass
offering Envelopes will be available in both Churches.

MASS LINK FOR CHRIST THE KING

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for Our Lord Jesus
Christ King of the Universe (Christ the King) is https://
youtube.com/live/ra57C UuOQCI. Please copy the link into
browser if it does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from
Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards
via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the
Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION
— Sts Cyril and Methodius

Pope Francis recently resumed his cycle of catechesis
on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal of
the believer. His focus recently was on “Saints Cyril and
Methodius: apostle to the Slavs”

Dear Brothers and Sisters: In our catechesis on
apostolic zeal, we have been reflecting on the
spread of the Gospel through the witness of
Christians of every time and place. Today we turn
to Saints Cyril and Methodius, two brothers who
are venerated as “the Apostles of the Slavs” for
their outstanding missionary work among the
peoples of Moravia. As part of their effort to
proclaim and inculturate the word of God among
the Slavic peoples, they developed the Cyrillic
alphabet, which made it possible to preach God'’s
word and to celebrate the Divine Liturgy in the



http://yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal
https://youtube.com/live/ra57C_UuOCI
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language of the people. Encountering opposition,
they came to Rome, where they received support
from the Pope. Cyril died in Rome, while
Methodius, now ordained a bishop, returned to
continue the work of evangelization in the Slavic
lands, where he died a martyr’s death. Saint John
Paul Il proclaimed Cyril and Methodius Co-Patrons
of Europe in recognition of the abundant harvest of
Christian faith and culture whose seeds they
sowed. May the prayers of these two great Saints
inspire among the peoples of Europe today a
renewed commitment to the reconciliation, unity
and peace that are the Holy Spirit’s gifts for the
conversion of hearts and the building of a culture of
authentic justice and fraternity.

The full text of the Pope’s catechesis follows these
notices.

60" YEAR OF THE CONSTITUTION ON THE SACRED
LITURGY MASS: 4 DECEMBER

Bishop Vincent invites all to join him in a commemorative
Mass to mark the 60" Anniversa ry of Sacrosanctum
Concilium (The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) to be
held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta on Monday 4
December at 7.30pm. Please RSVP for catering purposes
to 0460 037 795 or Hannah Portelli
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org

CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GLOBAL GIFTS CARDS

. Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts Christmas
' cards are a great way to spread joy and hope
o s# this Christmas vulnerable communities to
create a brighter future. Order now to
receive in time for Christmas at
www.globalgifts.org.au or scan the QR code.

‘EUGENE STOCKTON: BLUE MOUNTAINS HERMIT’ BOOK
LAUNCH: 3 DECEMBER

The Blue Mountain Education & Research Trust cordially
invite you to our Book Launch of 'Eugene Stockton: Blue
Mountains Hermit' on 2pm Sunday 3 December at Mid
Mountains Community Centre, 9 New St
Lawson. Additional books at $20 for contributors can be
ordered in advance and picked up on the day or
posted. Please direct any enquiries to
contact@bmert.com.au. We hope to see you at the
launch.

DONATE TO CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GAZA APPEAL

Following a series of surprise attacks against Israel by
Hamas in early October, Caritas Australia is supporting
partner agencies on the ground to provide emergency
cash, shelter, and psychosocial support to those affected
by the violence. The efforts of these partner agencies are
expected to support 17,000 displaced families,
representing around 100,000 of the 1 million people

displaced. To support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal,
visit www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/
gaza-crisis/ or call 1800 024 413 toll free.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PASTORAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISOR?

Transforming Practices offers a rich formation in Pastoral
Supervision. Supervision Formation comprises of 5 two-
day Modules, held over 7 months. The next Portfolio of
Learning Day will be held on Friday 3 February 2024 (with
sufficient  applicants). For those proceeding -
an Introductory Day will be held on Friday 5 April 2024.
All training days may be held on Zoom, face to face or in
dual mode depending on successful applicant’s location.
For program prerequisites, please visit
www.transformingpractices.org. If you are interested in
knowing more, please contact the Registrar, Mary
Pearson via email maryepearson@gmail.com

THE DECEASED

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Imelda Mountfield, Gregory Searson,
Selma Lattouf

Anniversaries: Olga Peters, Francis Nguyen,

Bernadette McLoughlin

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist
with the proper recording for the second collection,
please include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests

BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection —
for support of the Parish
BSB 067 950
Account No 000000214
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation

BSB 067 950

Acct No 100005310

Acct Name Old St Michael’s Reno

Reference Your name and please email details to

admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
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POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR
EVANGELISATION -
Saints Cyril and Methodius

Pope Francis continued his catechesis on The passion for
evangelization: the apostolic zeal of the believer. His focus
recently was on “Saints Cyril and Methodius: apostle to the
Slavs”
When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to
uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter
began to explain it to them, step by step...”And as |
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as
it had upon us at the beginning... then God gave them
the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, so who was | that | could hinder
God.” (Bible reading: Acts 11: 2-4, 15, 17).

Catechesis of the Holy Father

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

Today | will talk to you about two brothers, very famous in
the east, to the point of being called “the apostles of the
Slavs”: Saints Cyril and Methodius. Born in Greece in the
ninth century into an aristocratic family, they renounced a
political career to devote themselves to monastic life. But
their dream of a secluded existence was short-lived. They
were sent as missionaries to Great Moravia, which at the
time included various peoples, already partly evangelized,
but among whom many pagan customs and traditions
survived. Their prince asked for a teacher to explain the
Christian faith in their language.

Cyril and Methodius' first task was therefore to study the
culture of those peoples in depth. Always the same refrain:
faith must be inculturated and the culture evangelized.
Inculturation of faith, evangelization of culture, always. Cyril
asked if they have an alphabet; they told him they did not.
He replied: “Who can write a speech on water?”. Indeed, to
proclaim the Gospel and to pray, one needed a proper,
suitable, specific tool. So, he invented the Glagolitic
alphabet. He translated the Bible and liturgical texts. People
felt that the Christian faith was no longer ‘“foreign’, but
rather it became their faith, spoken in their mother tongue.
Just think: two Greek monks giving an alphabet to the Slavs.
It is this openness of heart that rooted the Gospel among
them. Those two had no fear, they were courageous.

Very soon, however, some opposition emerged on the part
of some Latins, who saw themselves deprived of their
monopoly on preaching to the Slavs; that fight within the
Church, it is always that way. Their objection was religious,
but only in appearance: God can be praised, they said, only
in the three languages written on the cross: Hebrew, Greek
and Latin. They had a closed mindset, to defend their own
autonomy. But Cyril responded forcefully: God wants every
people to praise Him in their own language. Together with
his brother Methodius, he appealed to the Pope and the

latter approved their liturgical texts in the Slavic language.
He had them placed on the altar of the Church of Saint Mary
Major, and sang with them the Lord’s praises according to
those books. Cyril died a few days later, and his relics are
still venerated here in Rome, in the Basilica of Saint Clement.
Methodius, instead, was ordained a bishop and sent back to
the Slav territories. Here he would suffer a great deal: he
would even be imprisoned, but, brothers and sisters, we
know that the Word of God was not shackled and spread
throughout those peoples.

Looking at the witness of these two evangelizers, whom
Saint John Paul Il chose as co-patrons of Europe and on
whom he wrote the Encyclical Slavorum Apostoli, let us look
at three important aspects.

First of all, unity. The Greeks, the Pope, the Slavs: at that
time, there was an undivided Christianity in Europe, which
collaborated in order to evangelize.

A second important aspect is inculturation, of which | said
something earlier: evangelizing the culture and inculturation
show that evangelization and culture are closely connected.
One cannot preach the Gospel in an abstract, distilled way,
no: the Gospel must be inculturated and it is also an
expression of culture.

A final aspect is freedom. Preaching requires freedom, but
freedom always needs courage; a person is free to the
extent that they are courageous and do not let themselves
be shackled by many things that take away their freedom.

Brothers and sisters, let us ask Saints Cyril and Methodius,
apostles of the Slavs, that we may be instruments of
“freedom in charity” for others. To be creative, to be
constant and to be humble, with prayer and with service.
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Entrance Antiphon

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power
and divinity, and wisdom and strength and honour. To him
belong glory and power for ever and ever.

First Reading Ezek 34:11-12, 15-17

The Lord says this: | am going to look after my flock myself
and keep all of it in view. As a shepherd keeps all his flock
in view when he stands up in the middle of his scattered
sheep, so shall | keep my sheep in view. | shall rescue
them from wherever they have been scattered during the
mist and darkness. | myself will pasture my sheep, | myself
will show them where to rest - it is the Lord who speaks. |
shall look for the lost one, bring back the stray, bandage
the wounded and make the weak strong. | shall watch over
the fat and healthy. | shall be a true shepherd to them.

As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: | will judge
between sheep and sheep, between rams and he-goats.

Responsorial Psalm
(R) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me
repose. (R.)

2. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my
drooping spirit. He guides me along the right path; he
is true to his name. (R.)

3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my
foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is
overflowing. (R.)

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the
days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all
who have fallen asleep. Death came through one man and
in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come
through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men
will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them in their
proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the
coming of Christ, those who belong to him. After that will
come the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God
the Father, having done away with every sovereignty,
authority and power. For he must be king until he has put
all his enemies under his feet and the last of the enemies
to be destroyed is death. And when everything is subjected
to him, then the Son himself will be subject in his turn to
the One who subjected all things to him, so that God may
be all in all.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David!
Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 25:31-46

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in
his glory, escorted by all the angels, then he will take his
seat on his throne of glory. All the nations will be
assembled before him and he will separate men one from
another as the shepherd separates sheep from goats. He
will place the sheep on his right hand and the goats on his
left. Then the King will say to those on his right hand,
“Come, you whom my Father has blessed, take for your
heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the
foundation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me
food; | was thirsty and you gave me drink; | was a stranger
and you made me welcome; naked and you clothed me,
sick and you visited me, in prison and you came to see
me.” Then the virtuous will say to him in reply, “Lord, when
did we see you hungry and feed you; or thirsty and give you
drink? When did we see you a stranger and make you
welcome; naked and clothe you; sick or in prison and go to
see you?” And the King will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in
so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers
of mine, you did it to me.” Next he will say to those on his
left hand, “Go away from me, with your curse upon you, to
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For |
was hungry and you never gave me food; | was thirsty and
you never gave me anything to drink; | was a stranger and
you never made me welcome, naked and you never
clothed me, sick and in prison and you never visited me.”
Then it will be their turn to ask, “Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick or in prison,
and did not come to your help?” Then he will answer, “| tell
you solemnly, in so far as you neglected to do this to one
of the least of these, you neglected to do it to me.” And
they will go away to eternal punishment, and the virtuous
to eternal life.’

Communion Antiphon

The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will bless his
people with peace.

Next Sunday:
First Sunday of Advent
Is 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8; 1 Cor 13-9; Mk 13:33-37




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

There was a time when the feast of Christ the King
focused upon the world-embracing sovereignty of Christ,
which nations of the world — more realistically, ‘Catholic
countries’ — were called upon to acknowledge publicly.
Nowadays the emphasis on the feast lies upon the way in
which he progressed to that sovereignty — through the
‘service’ involved in his suffering and death — and also
upon the truth that his ‘rule’ is exercised primarily in a
‘shepherding’ mode, where caring for the most
vulnerable and marginalised is paramount.

Unifying the First (Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17) and final
(Gospel) readings is this sense of a shepherd tending his
sheep and, in particular, separating them from similar
animals, such as goats, that require less care. In the
context of Israel’s return from Exile, the prophet
condemns ‘the shepherds’ (rulers) that have had
authority over the people in recent times and insists that
the shepherding role will be taken over directly by God.
The phrase that the Jerusalem Bible reads as ‘I shall
watch over the fat and the healthy’, is more accurately
(according to the Hebrew original) read as ‘I will
destroy ...’, as in the NRSV. The negative sense proceeds
from the consideration that sheep (Israelites) who have
waxed strong and healthy in this time of distress (the
Exile) have done so at the expense of their weaker
fellows. Hence the concluding comment, ‘I shall shepherd
them with justice’ (Jerusalem Bible: ‘I shall be a true
shepherd to them’: NRSV: ‘I shall feed them with justice’).

This sense of justice leads well into the account of the
final judgment that forms the Gospel (Matthew 25:31-
46). Though frequently referred to as a ‘parable’, it is
more in the nature of an extended image, unfolding the
motif of a shepherd’s separation of sheep from goats to
evoke what will happen at the last judgment. It is
appropriately chosen for today’s feast in the sense that
the central figure is both ‘shepherd’ and ‘king’. Or, rather,
we can say the image of the king here picks up the
‘shepherd-king’ features of the biblical presentation of
kingship in Israel, going back, of course, to David himself
and reinforced by prophetic expectations, such as that
found in Ezekiel 34 (esp. vv 23-24).

In St Matthew’s Gospel the image has been applied to the
tradition about Jesus returning as Son of Man to judge
the world (cf. 24:24-27). The parable forms the third and
last of the three parables that deal with how the
community should live in the time of waiting for this
event — now stretching out beyond early expectation. As
with the former two parables, the focus is not so much
upon the judgment itself as about upon how one should
behave during this time in view of the accountability that
will be required.

Matthew, along with virtually all other writers of the New
Testament, presupposes the eschatological scenario
current in apocalyptic Judaism of his time. Central to this
was a scene of judgment with only two possible
outcomes: entrance into eternal life with God or
departure ‘to the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels’. In the past, the Christian tradition, especially
in art, has taken this imagery literally. Today, theology
recognises that the stern note of accountability expressed
here symbolically needs to find more pastorally
appropriate expression. We have to ask what image of
God is being projected when such details of the Gospel
text are read out without comment or nuance.

What the scene wishes to communicate with great
seriousness is that the final outcome of one’s existence is
irreversibly determined by the attitude one takes towards
fellow human beings here and now. Nothing is said about
correctness of faith, or the need to be free from or have
obtained forgiveness for all kinds of sin. The sole
determinant is whether one has acted with active care
and compassion for other people in various situations of
need — what Jesus elsewhere in the Gospel (23:23)
describes as ‘the weightier matters of the law’: ‘justice,
mercy and faith’. Here the ‘greatest commandment of the
law’ — the twin love of God and of one’s neighbour (22:36
-40) — and the Matthean sense of ‘Immanuel’ (‘God with
us’: 1:17; 18:20; 28:20) receives most radical extension.
Jesus ‘Immanuel’ so identifies with even ‘the least’ of his
‘brothers and sisters’ that effective compassion shown or
not shown to them is shown or not shown to him. There
is no need to wait for the Son of Man to come in
judgment; every time one encounters a fellow human
being in need one already stands before the Judge and
King.

The Second Reading, from 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28,
evokes the apocalyptic picture of Christ’s final triumph
from another angle: Christ will have completed his
messianic task only when victory over the ‘last enemy’,
death, is complete.

From LiturgyHelp
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

“Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
For | was hungry and you gave me food. | was thirsty and
you gave me drink; | was a stranger and you made me
welcome, naked and you clothed me, sick and you visited
me, in prison and you came to see me...in so far as you did
this to one of the least of my brothers and sisters, you did it
to me.” Matthew 25: 31-46

There is no affirmation of the human
condition like this anywhere else in
scripture. Moreover, in today’s gospel-
reading this proclamation is uttered by

Jesus, positively and negatively, four
HareRZS 40 times. We are left in no doubt that the
only criterion or condition for entry into the kingdom of
heaven is care for our sisters and brothers, especially for
those who are sidelined, forgotten or often overlooked.

The King will reply,

“Truly T +ell Qom, whatever
vou did for ove of the least of
+hese brothers avd sisters of
wine, yon did for me.”

When she was awarded the Nobel peace Prize in 1979,
Mother Teresa asked that the prize money be donated to the
poor people of Calcutta. She went on to say: “At the end of
life we will not be judged on how many diplomas we have
received, how much money we have made, how many good
things we have done. We will be judged by / was hungry and
you gave me to eat. | was naked and you clothed me. | was
homeless and you took me in. Hungry not only for bread -
but hungry for love; naked not only of clothing - but naked of
human dignity and respect; homeless not only for want of a
room of bricks, but homeless because of rejection. This is
Christ in distressing disguise.”

Tim Unsworth was a freelance journalist | have long admired.
For twenty-five years, he wrote a column for the National
Catholic Reporter, a Chicago based weekly Catholic
newspaper. His writing was inspirational, gospel-based, witty
and, at times, irreverent. He and his wife were respected
members of the Chicago Catholic parish of St Clement. When
Joseph Bernardin was named as the new archbishop of
Chicago, Unsworth wrote him a letter, encouraging him to
relinquish some of the traditional privileges that went with
the role of being Archbishop of the largest Catholic
archdioceses in the United States. Among other things, he
advised Bernardin to eat his lunch in an ordinary deli, to take
a bus to his office or even to walk.: “An archbishop on a
Chicago Transit Authority bus would convert half the bus
population.” Unsworth went on to suggest that there was no
need for the Archbishop to live in an upmarket residence:
“The only people who can afford to live in mansions like that
are the archbishop of Chicago and Hugh Hefner. Hefner wants
such symbols. You don’t need them.” That letter led to a close
friendship between Bernardin and Unsworth. As well as his
weekly columns, Unsworth wrote five books, one of which
was a biography of Bernardin entitled | Am Your Brother
Joseph. Another was about the role of lay people in the
Church: Here Comes Everybody. In 1980, the magazine Salt,
published by the Claretian priests featured an article
Unsworth wrote about a character who belonged to the
parish of St Clement.: “The Unsightly guest who taught a

parish how to see.” The article describes the extraordinary
impact a homeless parishioner had on the whole community
of the parish he frequented:

“Jim was your basic, homeless street person. Actually, he had
two homes. One was a bus bench near the church; the second
was a back pew of the parish church - whenever the weather
got too cold for his bus bench, he moved into the pew. Jim
was a stubborn and difficult man. He never panhandled. He
refused any monies offered, often without uttering a word.
Jim didn’t make you feel good about being good. He didn’t
smoke, drink or use drugs. He suffered from schizophrenia,
causing him to withdraw from reality and exhibit erratic
emotional and intellectual behaviour. Unshaven and
unwashed, he smelled like rancid chicken, and had developed
a haunting stare that made eye contact all but impossible.

But Jim was vivid testimony to our society’s unsolved
problems and unkept promises. His presence caused the
priests of the parish to take measure of their priesthood. Just
by his presence and powerful silence, he became a catalyst for
meaningful action in the parish. His silent homily compelled
people to become involved with the homeless of the
neighbourhood. People looked at Jim and wanted to do
something. He probably flushed out more volunteers than a
hundred bulletin pleas. Jim’s presence was largely responsible
for the parish’s shelter program and soup kitchen.

Jim was only 58 when he died of leukemia, but he seemed a
great deal older. At his funeral, the entire parish came to say
goodbye to one of the most influential parishioners ever to
attend their church.” (Salt, June 1988.
ww.salt.claretianpubs.org) Almost without knowing it, Jim
lived and proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus. He was one of those
whom Matthew’s Jesus in today’s gospel-reading urges us to
befriend.

In addition to his being the Messiah, the Christ of God,
another characteristic of Jesus that entitles him to be lauded
as king was the depth of his humanity that led him to identify
with all his disciples, allowing them to continue his ongoing
presence in the world. Paul was acutely aware of that when
he challenged the members of the Christian community of
Corinth: Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in
faith. Test yourselves. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is in
you? If not, you have failed the test.” (2 Corinthians 13: 5)
Let’s not forget that Jesus is as alive and active in our world as
we, his followers, make him! Today’s gospel-reading once
again reminds us that Jesus made our relating to one another
a condition for relating to him. It is that which will encourage
us for the rest of our lives to keep striving to look at one
another with new eyes. What exactly motivated Jesus to
encourage and challenge us to pursue that goal? That's
something for everyone of us to ponder. However, |
respectfully suggest that the challenge he puts to us grew out
of something he discovered through his own prayer,
reflection and observation: that God is present and alive in
every human person. That is cause for treating everyone we
encounter with respect and dignity. When we are present to
them, we are in the presence of the holy.

Julian McDonald cfc.AO



Our Week

Thursday 30 November
Feast - St Andrew

Anointing of the seriously sick

Will take place on Friday 1 December
during the 9.15am Mass at St Michael’s
and the 9.30am Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes

First Friday Morning Tea at Good
St Michael’s! i

There will be a cup of tea in the Downey Room
after morning Mass on Friday 1 December.
All are welcome!

Rave a great Friday

Baulkham Hills
YOUTH MOVEMENT

OLIFE TEEN+

Youth & Young Adult Ministry /

The Youth Movement will be having our Christmas party on
the 1st of December for students in years 5-8. We will also be
doing a toy drive again this year to collect toys for Westmead
Children's hospital. You can find more information about what
you can donate on the hospital website https://
www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/supporters-volunteers/toy-

donations

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION

Eucharistic Adoration will take place at

St Michael’s Church every first Friday of the
month from 7:30 to 8:30pm.

All are welcome!

The next event is on Friday 1 December

YOUNG ADULT FAITH FORMATION:

3 DECEMBER

Young Adult Faith Formation sessions
continue on Sunday 3 December at The
Hustle, 4-6 Purdy Rd, Minchinbury, at 7pm.
Fr Tom Green will talk about and lead
discussion on Religion and Politics. We encourage all adults
18-35 to come along and enjoy some faith formation and
fellowship! Call Mark on 0477 004 678 for more information.

YOUNG
ADULTS

AUSTRALIAN BRANDENBURG ORCHESTRA

ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL CONCERT: 12 DEC @
Reel in the festive season with the Australian
Brandenburg Orchestra and Choir on Tuesday

12 December, 7:30PM at St Patrick's Cathedral

for their annual Christmas concert, Noél!

Noél!l. Gather your loved ones and join us for this beloved
festive tradition, as the Brandenburg perform stunning choral
works and Christmas classics, conducted by Artistic Director
Paul Dyer.

SPECIAL OFFER: Get four tickets for just $149! There are less
than 200 tickets remaining, so head to brandenburg.com.au
or call 1300 782 856 to book your tickets now.

AUSTRALIAN
BRANDENBURG
ORCHESTRA

LITURGICAL MINISTRY COURSE RETURNS
IN 2024

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses
will recommence in February 2024. This is
formation for anyone interested in serving .Llh/\ }
within the Liturgical Ministries either as

Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of MlV\ISfe
Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and Ministers
at the Altar. If you are interested or would like more
information, please contact the Office for Worship on 0460
037 795 or mary.gale@parracatholic.org or visit our website
to download an enrolment form at https://
officeforworship.org.au/

a/mag MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSES IN

@ze,oa/mjzom 2024

Getting married in 2024? Let the
Diocese of Parramatta help you prepare. Visit
www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend course dates in
the New Year, to book and pay. An online preparation

called SmartLoving can also be booked via the website. For
more information, email met@parracatholic.org or phone
Karin on 0419 242 435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017

60™ YEAR OF THE CONSTITUTION ON THE
SACRED LITURGY COMMEMORATIVE MASS:

4 DECEMBER

Bishop Vincent invites all to join him in a
commemorative Mass to mark the 60t
Anniversary of Sacrosanctum Concilium (The Constitution on
the Sacred Liturgy) to be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Parramatta on Monday 4 December at 7.30pm. Please RSVP
for catering purposes to 0460 037 795 or Hannah Portelli
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org

SACROSANCTUM
CONCILIUM

EPIPHANY PILGRIMAGE AND FIESTA 2024
Commit the first fruits of your new year to
Christ with the 2024 Epiphany Pilgrimage

(2 -9 Jan 2024). Enjoy 7 days of bushwalking,
fellowship and prayer as we journey from Emu
Plains to the top of the Blue Mountains,
experiencing the wonderful hospitality of parish communities
along the way. Day 1 is a family-friendly day, with the option
for a children's pilgrimage finishing with the Finnies Fiesta at
St Finbar's Glenbrook. For more information and to register
for all or part of the journey, visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org

GLENBROOK PARISH CHRISTMAS

CONCERT: 10 DECEMBER

St Finbar’s Parish, Glenbrook, invite you Oncer A
to their annual Christmas concert event ﬁj}

on Sunday 10 December at 7.30pm in

the parish church. The evening will

include choir and musical performances alongside themed
readings for Christmas. Suggested donations for entry are

$15 for individuals and $35 for families. For enquiries, please
contact 0421 105 017.

D
hristm
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Father Wim Hoekstra
Father Jessie Balorio
Deacon Roque Dias
Kimberley Almeida

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest
Assistant Deacons
Youth Ministry

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm
Secretary Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY
1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass LECTORS LECTORS y 0
Times 26 NOVEMBER 2023 03 DECEMBER 2023 A U
@?ﬂgy N1/
Saturday N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, C. Ryan R. Gc;sper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, I ON—
5.30 pm M. D’Souza ~
Sunday . . .
M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, A. Sullivan| D. Ison, V. Vella
8.00 am g g In your mercy, please remember those
Sunday for whom prayers have been asked
S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, B. Fabri S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique
10.00 am
_ Recently deceased:
Sunday |, Goonan, A. Hay, |. Lazer S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, Imelda Mountfield, Salma Lattouf,
6.00 pm D. Mascarenhas Gregory Searson
Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
Times 26 NOVEMBER 2023 03 DECEMBER 2023 Anniversaries:
i i i Bernadette McLoughlin, Francis Nguyen,
Saturday |G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, L. Karam, | K. McEIlduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, Olga Peters
5.30 pm | L. Domanillo W. Ng g
Sunday B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit, Sick:
8.00 am |S. Espiritu, B. Smith R. McGuiness Pearl Dequena, Angeli Malonzo,
sunday [ paovoc M anace. C. Malinis | - Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malins, greg HE?SWOIOdv TKOTrI\ M?ro?”v TrgntthSti’/leIT.
10.00 am |* yos, M. Ig , C. C. Vella arry . ersley, Katherine z.zo, athy Vella,
Tony Biddle, Joey & Noah, Nicholas Tadros,
2u(;1(;iay J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg Mimi Yeung, Judy Poon, Kong Su Chong,
-0V pm Baby Carter McGhie, Jamal Kairouz,
Cynthia Gomes, Debra Price, Mary Burns,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 26.11.23 WEEK BEGINNING 03.12.23 . K .
Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Marie Bolton,
COUNTERS Counters 26.11.23 - Counters 03.12.23 - Jane Gibson, Fran_k Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins,
Team 5 : P. Waite Team 6 : K. Cope Joe Maroun, Florgina Henry, _
Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid,
FLOWER Saturday 03.12.23: Saturday 09.12.23 : Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,
MINISTRY [ M. Medvidovic, R. O’'Donnell D. Maglalang, N. Fernando Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
PROJECTOR Weekend 02nd/03rd December 2023 - Masses: Sat 5:30pm: A. D’Souza
Sun__8am: R. Baker 10am: S. Sordo 6pm: A. Saker
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