
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Church 

 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – 19th November 2023 

PARISH NOTES 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
FIRST COMMUNION 
This weekend we will conclude the First Communion 
masses at St Michael’s and it will be Our Lady of Lourdes 
turn next weekend.  
 
While most will receive their First Communion at special 
Masses on those weekends, some children have also 
requested they receive their first communion at a Parish 
Mass. 
 

Please pray for them and their families. 
 
BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR CATHOLIC CARE 
CHAPLAINCY SERVICES  

Will you support our chaplains to listen 
with the ear of the heart? Your 
compassionate generosity and prayers will 
help our 15 Catholic Care chaplains to 
provide pastoral, spiritual, and 
sacramental support to seriously ill, 

lonely, and distraught people this Christmas. Please give 
generously to the Bishop’s Christmas Appeal at 
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan this QR 
code. Thank you.  
 
To avoid the First Communion masses, the appeal will be 
held on the weekend of 3-4 December.  
 
NOVEMBER MASSES FOR THE DECEASED 
Please see the note within the bulletin. November Mass 
offering Envelopes will be available in both Churches. 
 
MASS LINK FOR THE THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF 
ORDINARY TIME 
The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Thirty-
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A and available on 
YOUTUBE after that is https://youtube.com/
live/0vOfwPNHqVk. Please copy the link into browser if it 
does not immediately work. 

 
Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 
Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards 
via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the 
Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.  

CATHOLIC MISSION PARISH APPEAL 
During the week we received the following email from 
Danielle Carson, Diocesan Support Officer for Catholic 
Mission. 
 

Thank you for supporting this year’s Catholic 
Mission Parish Appeal. The total amount raised was 
$2,820. 
 
On behalf of Catholic Mission, I would be grateful if 
you could please thank all your parishioners.  Their 
generosity and prayers are supporting lifechanging 
mission programs like the Maria Auxiliadora Clinic 
in Venilale, Timor-Leste, where they are addressing 
critical health issues such as tuberculosis, 
malnutrition, and maternal mortality.  Thank you 
also for warmly welcoming David McGovern to the 
parish over the weekend.  

 
LOCAL WORLD YOUTH DAY AND LEADERS 
COMMISSIONING MASS: 26 NOVEMBER  
Catholic Youth Parramatta invites all youth leaders, new 
school leaders and young people to the annual Local 
World Youth Day & Leaders Commissioning Mass, which 
will be held on Sunday 26 November (Feast of Christ the 
King) at 3.30pm at Our Lady, Queen of Peace Parish, 
Greystanes. The Youth Mass will give thanks for the 
Youth ministry year so far and bless all leaders for their 
2024 ministry year. Family, friends and community 
members are all invited to join in this celebration. For 
catering purposes, please RSVP to 
met@parracatholic.org.  
 
POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION 
– St Charles Foucauld 
Pope Francis recently resumed his cycle of catechesis 
on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal of 
the believer. His focus recently was on “Saint Charles 
Foucauld, the beating heart of charity in the hidden life”  

Dear brothers and sisters: In our continuing 
catechesis on apostolic zeal, we have been 
reflecting on the spread of the Gospel through the 
witness of men and women of every time and 
place. Today we consider the life of Saint Charles 
de Foucauld, whose passionate love of Christ led 
him to settle in the Sahara desert and to become a 
brother and friend to the poor. Following his 
conversion, Charles visited the Holy Land and was 
moved to devote his life to bringing Christ to 
others as Mary did at the Visitation: in silence and 
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by example. Dwelling as a hermit among the 
Tuareg people, he bore witness to the Lord above 
all by a life of poverty and humility centred on 
quiet prayer before the Eucharist, with utter 
confidence in its power to draw hearts to Jesus. By 
identifying completely with the poor, he sought to 
become a “universal brother” and in this way to 
share with them the joy of the Gospel. May the 
example of Saint Charles de Foucauld inspire us, in 
the circumstances of our daily lives, to bear quiet 
and joyful witness to the Lord, and to see and 
honour him in each of our brothers and sisters. 

 

The full text of the Pope’s catechesis follows these 
notices. 
 
60TH YEAR OF THE CONSTITUTION ON THE SACRED 
LITURGY  MASS: 4 DECEMBER   
Bishop Vincent invites all to join him in a commemorative 
Mass to mark the 60th Anniversary of Sacrosanctum 
Concilium (The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) to be 
held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta on Monday 
4 December at 7.30pm. Please RSVP for catering 
purposes to 0460 037 795 or Hannah Portelli 
hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org 
 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GLOBAL GIFTS CARDS  
Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts Christmas 
cards are a great way to spread joy and 
hope this Christmas vulnerable 
communities to create a brighter future. 
Order now to receive in time for Christmas 
at www.globalgifts.org.au or scan the QR 
code. 
 
‘EUGENE STOCKTON: BLUE MOUNTAINS HERMIT’ BOOK 
LAUNCH: 3 DECEMBER  
The Blue Mountain Education & Research Trust cordially 
invite you to our Book Launch of 'Eugene Stockton: Blue 
Mountains Hermit' on 2pm Sunday 3 December at Mid 
Mountains Community Centre, 9 New St 
Lawson. Additional books at $20 for contributors can be 
ordered in advance and picked up on the day or 
posted. Please direct any enquiries to 
contact@bmert.com.au. We hope to see you at the 
launch.  
 
DONATE TO CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GAZA APPEAL  
Following a series of surprise attacks against Israel by 
Hamas in early October, Caritas Australia is supporting 
partner agencies on the ground to provide emergency 
cash, shelter, and psychosocial support to those affected 
by the violence. The efforts of these partner agencies are 
expected to support 17,000 displaced families, 
representing around 100,000 of the 1 million people 
displaced. To support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, 
visit www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/
gaza-crisis/ or call 1800 024 413 toll free. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PASTORAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISOR? 
Transforming Practices offers a rich formation in Pastoral 
Supervision. Supervision Formation comprises of 5 two-
day Modules, held over 7 months. The next Portfolio of 
Learning Day will be held on Friday 3 February 2024 (with 
sufficient applicants). For those proceeding – 
an Introductory Day will be held on Friday 5 April 2024. 
All training days may be held on Zoom, face to face or in 
dual mode depending on successful applicant’s location. 
For program prerequisites, please visit 
www.transformingpractices.org. If you are interested in 
knowing more, please contact the Registrar, Mary 
Pearson via email maryepearson@gmail.com  
 
THE DECEASED 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased: Cesare Rossi, Josephine Harrison 
 
Anniversaries: Bernadette McLoughlin,  
Edmund Baulman, Anna Platek 
 
Fr Wim 
 
 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection –  
for support of the Parish 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 
 BSB  067 950 
 Acct No  100005310 
 Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 
 Reference  Your name and please email details to 
   admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  
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POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR 

EVANGELISATION – St Charles de Foucauld 
 
In his address in Italian, the Pope continued his cycle of 
catechesis on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic 
zeal of the believer, focusing on the theme: “Saint Charles 
Foucauld, the beating heart of charity in the hidden life”  

 

His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine 
and human favour. (Lk 2: 51-52). 
 

Catechesis of the Holy Father 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 
Let  us  continue  in  our  encounter  with  some  Christian 
witnesses rich in zeal for proclaiming the Gospel. Apostolic 
zeal, the zeal for proclamation: and we are looking at some 
Christians who have been an example of this apostolic zeal. 
Today I would like to talk to you about a man who made 
Jesus and his poorest brothers the passion of his life. I refer 
to Saint Charles de Foucauld, who “drawing upon his intense 
experience of God, made a journey of transformation towards 
feeling a brother to all” (Encyclical Letter Fratelli tutti, 286). 
 
And what is the “secret” of Charles de Foucauld, of his life? 
After living a youth far from God, without believing in anything 
other than the disordered pursuit of pleasure, he confides 
this  to  a  non-believing  friend,  to  whom,  after  having 
converted by accepting the grace of God's forgiveness in 
Confession, he reveals the reason for his life. He writes: “I 
have lost my heart to Jesus of Nazareth”.[1] Brother Charles 
thus reminds us that the first step in evangelizing is to have 
Jesus inside one's heart; it is to “fall head over heels” for him. 
If this does not happen, we can hardly show it with our lives. 
Instead, we risk talking about ourselves, the group to which 
we belong, a morality or, even worse, a set of rules, but not 
about Jesus, his love, his mercy. I see this in some new 
movements that are emerging: they talk about their vision of 
humanity, they talk about their spirituality and they feel theirs 
is a new path… But why do you not talk about Jesus? They 
talk about many things, about organization, about spiritual 
journeys, but they do not know how to talk about Jesus. I 
think that today it would be good for each one of us to ask 
him- or herself: “Do I have Jesus at the centre of my heart? 
Have I ‘lost my head’ a bit for Jesus?”. 
 
Charles had, to the extent that he goes from attraction to 
Jesus to imitation of Jesus. Advised by his confessor, he goes 
to the Holy Land to visit the places where the Lord lived and 
to walk where the Master walked. In particular, it is in 
Nazareth that he realises he must be formed in the school of 
Christ. He experiences an intense relationship with the Lord, 
spends long hours reading the Gospels, and feels like his 
little brother. And as he gets to know Jesus, the desire to 
make Jesus known arises in him; it always happens like this. 
When one of us gets to know Jesus better, the desire to make 
him known, to share this treasure, arises. In commenting on 
the account of Our Lady's visit to Saint Elizabeth, he makes 
him say, to Our Lady, to him: “I have given myself to the 
world... take me to the world”. Yes, but how is this done? Like 
Mary in the mystery of the Visitation: “in silence, by example, 
by life”.[2] By life, because “our whole existence”, writes 
Brother Charles, “must cry out the Gospel”.[3] And very often 
our existence calls out worldliness, it calls out many stupid 
things, strange things, and he says: “No, all our existence 
must shout out the Gospel”. 
 
He then decides to settle in distant regions to cry out the 
Gospel in the silence, living in the spirit of Nazareth, in 
poverty and concealment. He does to the Sahara Desert, 

among non-Christians, and he goes there as a friend and a 
brother, bearing the meekness of Jesus the Eucharist. 
Charles lets Jesus act silently, convinced that the “Eucharistic 
life” evangelizes. Indeed, he believes that Christ is the first 
evangelizer. And so he remains in prayer at Jesus’ feet, 
before the Tabernacle, for a dozen hours a day, sure that the 
evangelizing force resides there and feeling that it is Jesus 
who will bring him close to so many distant brothers. And do 
we, I ask myself, believe in the power of the Eucharist? Does 
our going out to others, our service, find its beginning and its 
fulfilment there, in adoration? I am convinced that we have 
lost the sense of adoration: we must regain it, starting with us 
consecrated persons, bishops, priests, nuns and all 
consecrated persons. “Waste” time before the tabernacle, 
regain the sense of adoration. 
 

Charles de Foucauld wrote: “Every Christian is an apostle”,
[4] and reminds a lay friend that “there need to be laypeople 
close to priests, to see what the priest does not see, who 
evangelize with a proximity of charity, with goodness for 
everyone, with affection always ready to be given”.[5] The 
saintly laypeople, not climbers, but those laypeople, that 
layman, that laywoman, who love Jesus, make the priest 
understand that he is not a functionary, he is a mediator, a 
priest. How we priests need to have beside us those 
laypeople who truly believe, and who teach us the way by 
their witness. 
 

Charles de Foucauld, with this lay experience, foreshadows 
the times of Vatican Council II; he intuits the importance of 
the laity and understands that the proclamation of the Gospel 
is up to the entire people of God. But how can we increase 
this participation? The way Charles de Foucauld did: by 
kneeling and welcoming the action of the Spirit, who always 
inspires new ways to engage, meet, listen and dialogue, 
always in collaboration and trust, always in communion with 
the Church and pastors. 
 
Saint Charles de Foucauld, a figure who is a prophecy for our 
time, bore witness to the beauty of communicating the 
Gospel through the apostolate of meekness: considering 
himself a “universal brother” and welcoming everyone, he 
shows us the evangelizing force of meekness, of tenderness. 
Let us not forget that God’s style is summarized in three 
words: proximity, compassion and tenderness. God is always 
near, he is always compassionate, he is always tender. And 
Christian witness must take this road: of proximity, 
compassion and tenderness. And this is how he was, meek 
and tender. He wanted everyone he met to see, through his 
goodness, the goodness of Jesus. Indeed, he used to say that 
he was a “servant to someone much better than me”.
[6] Living Jesus’ goodness led him to forge fraternal 
friendships with the bonds of friendship with the poor, with 
the Tuareg, with those furthest from his mentality. Gradually 
these bonds generated fraternity, inclusion, appreciation of 
the other’s culture. Goodness is simple and asks us to be 
simple people, who are not 
afraid to offer a smile. And with 
his smile, with his simplicity, 
Brother Charles bore witness to 
the Gospel. Never by 
proselytism, never: by witness. 
One does not evangelize by 
proselytism, but by witness, by 
attraction. 
 
So finally, let us ask ourselves 
whether we bring Christian joy, 
Christian meekness, Christian 
t e n d e r n e s s ,  C h r i s t i a n 
compassion, Christian proximity. 
Thank you.  



Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of 

affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer you, and 

I will lead back your captives from every place. 

 

First Reading Prov 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 

A perfect wife – who can find her? 

She is far beyond the price of pearls. 

Her husband’s heart has confidence in her, 

from her he will derive no little profit. 

Advantage and not hurt she brings him 

all the days of her life. 

She is always busy with wool and with flax, 

she does her work with eager hands. 

She sets her hands to the distaff, 

her fingers grasp the spindle. 

She holds out her hand to the poor, 

she opens her arms to the needy. 

Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty; 

the woman who is wise is the one to praise. 

Give her a share in what her hands have worked for, 

and let her works tell her praises at the city gates ?  

 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Happy are those who fear the Lord. 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 

ways! By the labour of your hands you shall eat. You 

will be happy and prosper. (R.) 

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; 

your children like shoots of the olive, around your 

table. (R.) 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the 

Lord. May the Lord bless you from Zion in a happy 

Jerusalem all the days of your life. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 1 Thess 5:1-6 

You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, 

brothers, about ‘times and seasons’, since you know very 

well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in 

the night. It is when people are saying, ‘How quiet and 

peaceful it is’ that the worst suddenly happens, as 

suddenly as labour pains come on a pregnant woman; and 

there will be no way for anybody to evade it. 

But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that 

Day to overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons of 

light and sons of the day: we do not belong to the night or 

to darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as everyone 

else does, but stay wide awake and sober.  

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord; 

my branches bear much fruit. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Mt 25:14-30 

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 

heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned 

his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he 

gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in 

proportion to his ability. Then he set out. The man who had 

received the five talents promptly went and traded with 

them and made five more. The man who had received two 

made two more in the same way. But the man who had 

received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and 

hid his master’s money. Now a long time after, the master 

of those servants came back and went through his 

accounts with them. The man who had received the five 

talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir”, he said 

“you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more 

that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, 

good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be 

faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come 

and join in your master’s happiness.” Next the man with 

the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted 

me with two talents; here are two more that I have made.” 

His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful 

servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small 

things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your 

master’s happiness.” Last came forward the man who had 

the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you were a hard 

man, reaping where you have not sown and gathering 

where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, and I went 

off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was 

yours, you have it back.” But his master answered him, 

“You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap 

where I have not sown and gather where I have not 

scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my 

money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 

recovered my capital with interest. So now, take the talent 

from him and give it to the man who has the five talents. 

For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will 

have more than enough; but from the man who has not, 

even what he has will be taken away. As for this good-for-

nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where there 

will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”’ 

 

Communion Antiphon 

To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God 

the Lord. 

 

Next Sunday:  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Ezek 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
                   By Brendan Byrne SJ  
 
Today’s readings basically continue the overall theme 
from those of last week: productive use of the time 
before the coming of the Lord. 
 
The First Reading, the Praise of the Good Wife in 
Proverbs 31 (vv. 10-13, 19-20, 30-31), may illustrate this 
in its depiction of the energy and industry of the woman. 
Nonetheless, it will need careful handling. While 
admirable in several respects, the commendation hardly 
escapes the prevailing Old Testament sense of a wife as 
basically the possession of her husband, whose honor is 
at stake in all that she says and does. The stress upon 
industry and competence, the negative remarks about 
charm and beauty, show up the absence of any positive 
evaluation of sexuality in a way that a sacramental sense 
of marriage could build upon. Some parish communities 
balance the reading of this text with a parallel one on ‘the 
good husband’ composed by women. At best, perhaps, 
the text can be a launching pad – to some extent 
providing a basis, to some extent a contra-indication – for 
a wider reflection upon relations between the genders 
within the context of faith. 
 
The Gospel, Matthew 24:14-30, features the second of 
the series of three parables dealing with time of waiting 
that began last week. Whatever might have been its 
setting on the lips of Jesus, the Parable of the Talents in 
the form we have it in Matthew (cf. Luke’s Parable of the 
Pounds, 19:12-27), clearly relates to the issue of how to 
live appropriately in the period before the coming of the 
Lord. The first generation of believers expected the Lord 
to return very soon. Matthew’s treatment reflects a time 
when the intensity of that expectation has waned and 
been replaced by a sense of the stringency of the account 
each believer will have to give concerning the use they 
have made of all the gifts and graces received from the 
Lord. 
 
The parable is unashamedly ‘capitalist’ – though this 
doesn’t mean that Jesus endorses the economic system it 
presupposes. As in other parables – some of which 
feature rogueish activity (see Luke 16:1-8) – he simply 
points to familiar ways people behave in ordinary 
everyday life to illustrate how people should behave in 
view of the Kingdom. The master about to go abroad is a 
businessman who doesn’t want his wealth to lie 
unproductively idle while he is away. So he entrusts its 
management to three servants, apportioning it in line 
with his estimation of each one’s business acumen: five 
talents, two talents, one talent respectively. Even one 
talent denotes a very large sum of money. (Originally the 
word ‘talent’ designated a weight; its later usage in 
English with reference to a person’s innate qualities or 

skills is an extended sense derived precisely from this 
parable.) 
 
With the master away for a long period, a high rate of 
interest enables the enterprising first two servants to 
realise a 100% increase on the amount entrusted to 
them. Their reward is to be welcomed ‘into the joy’ of 
their master – that is, in Matthew’s allegorical 
development of the original parable, welcomed into the 
final banquet of the Kingdom.  
 
The failure of the third servant, the one who simply went 
and hid his single talent in the ground, is that he didn’t do 
what his master expected: trade with the money so that 
it would increase. He didn’t even put the sum in the bank, 
where it would have at least accrued a measure of 
interest. Seeing his master simply in terms of strict justice 
and paralysed by fear, he thought he would be secure if 
only he could give back the exact sum with which he had 
been entrusted. Though he has not been in any way 
dishonest, he incurs a severe penalty because he has 
been concerned simply with his own security rather than 
with what is really required of him. 
 
Homilists should be wary of the allegorical impulse to 
identify the master in the parable too strictly with God. At 
the same time, the parable challenges a particular type of 
religiosity that, flowing from a fearful image of God, is 
concerned simply with not doing anything wrong in order 
that God will not find anything to punish. Such an attitude 
neglects to ask what God really wants of believers in the 
present time, which is an enterprising, even risk-taking, 
practice of the ‘weightier matters of the law’: ‘justice, 
mercy and faith’ [23:23]). The gifts God has entrusted to 
us, like our minds and limbs, need active exercise, if they 
are not to atrophy and wither. 
 
The Second Reading, from 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, coheres 
with this in its sense that, with the ‘day’ of salvation 
having ‘dawned’ in Christ’s resurrection, believers as 
‘people of the day’, should be up and about, watchful and 
active, rather than ‘asleep’, as in the night.   

From LiturgyHelp 



Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
“We do not belong to the night or to the darkness.” 

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-6 
 
“You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest 
where I did not plant and gather where I did not scatter? 
Should you not then have put my money in the bank so 
that I could have got it back with interest on my return?” 

Matthew 25: 14-30 

The twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel consists of 
three parables which are attributed to Jesus. They relate to 
the end times and the second coming of Jesus. While they 
are directed to all of us for reflection and action, if needed, 
they were also used by Matthew as a wake-up call to some 
of the members of his community who were not pulling 
their weight. There is a clear pairing between the first 
reading from Proverbs and the gospel-reading, with the 
second reading from Thessalonians serving as a 
commentary on the purpose of the life and talents with 
which we have all been blessed. 
 
Let’s begin our engagement with today’s gospel parable by 
looking closely at the master who entrusted his three 
servants with three substantial sums of money according 
to the assessment he had made of their abilities. It’s 
important, also, to look at how the master explained his 
own success as the parable unfolded. He used his flair for 
business, his imagination and took risks. The two servants 
entrusted with the five and two talents (both large 
amounts) imitated their master’s style. They took 
calculated risks and used their imagination and, as a result, 
enjoyed the kind of success their boss did. The third 
servant had no sense of adventure, no initiative, no 
capacity for calculated risk and let fear and indolence 
control him. He could not even bring himself to go to the 
trouble of gaining guaranteed bank interest. He could not 
bring himself to risk imitating or resonating with his 
master.  
 
We have all been blessed with the gift of life and with its 
accompanying attributes of intelligence, creativity, 
imagination, ability to engage with others and a variety of 
other skills. But exercising any or all of those skills calls for 
daring, calculated risk, capacity to adapt, change and even 
altering direction. Jesus’ own life, his work as a carpenter 
and his public ministry called him to take risks, be 
adventurous, challenge authority, exercise his wits and 
intelligence and even alter some of his opinions. 

In all of that lies a message for us. Jesus also took the risk 
of trusting that his chosen disciples would eventually, 
despite their early indications of lack of promise, take risks, 
take on creative leadership and refuse to bury themselves 
in fear. As followers of Jesus, who we are, the life we have, 
the personal attributes with which we have been blessed 
are to be used with risk, imagination and daring for the 
building of God’s reign and for the service of others in 
need. If we can bring ourselves to live like that we will find 
ourselves identifying with and resonating with the God 
who has blessed us with the gifts we are and have. 
 
Being a participant in God’s enterprise for humanity is to 
embark on a creative venture with the God who loved us 
into life and who invites us into a mutual relationship of 
love and trust and, at times, daring. But that involves not 
letting ourselves be drawn into even thinking that God is 
some sort of a policeman who comes to check on how we 
are using the abundance of our blessings. Failure to risk, 
develop and share the blessings entrusted to us carries its 
own inbuilt penalty. -  personal impoverishment, isolation, 
inability to engage creatively with others, suffocation of 
talents. 
 
In contrast, today’s first reading offers us the role model of 
a woman who lives her life with energy, imagination risk 
and flair, one who epitomises all the wisdom contained 
within the covers of the Book of Proverbs from Alef to Tav, 
from Alpha to Omega, from A to Z.  In a poem that 
concludes Proverbs, we are given a pen-picture of “the 
perfect wife”, a woman who reflects the goodness, love, 
energy, faithfulness and creativity of the God in whose 
image she has been created. The poem states that “her 
husband puts his confidence in her” (Proverbs 31: 11), 
similar to the trust and confidence the two successful 
servants in the gospel parable placed in their master and 
he in them. 
 
From the outset, the third servant in the gospel parable 
had decided that he wanted nothing at all to do with his 
master’s business. Even before he admitted to burying the 
money with which he had been entrusted, he told the 
master what he thought of him, revealing his own 
reluctance and inability to have a share in his master’s joy 
and success.  
 
In today’s second reading from Thessalonians, Paul 
reminded the Christians of that community that they were 
not people of the darkness, without the prospect of light 
and hope. And that same message is for us, too.  We are 
not meant to live in fear of the end times, for God is not a 
monitor or harsh examiner of the gifts and talents given to 
us out of love. Just as we do not belong to the darkness, 
neither do our talents. They are to be set free in the light 
for our benefit and enjoyment, and for the good of our 
world and of all our sisters and brothers.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 

 
  

 
 

Congratulations to 
 

Damian Raschella 

and 

Jordan Roumanos 

 
who were married at St Michael’s last weekend. 

Our Week 
 

Tuesday 21 November 

Memorial - The Presentation of Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Wednesday 22 November 

Memorial - St Cecilia 

 

Friday 24 Friday 

Memorial - Sts Andrew Dung-Lac 

MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
 

November, the Month of the Holy Souls, is a special time to 

pray for the dead. 

 

November Mass Offering envelopes are available in the 

narthex and at the doors.  The normal offering for these is 

$20.00, but if this amount is unmanageable, please place 

the amount you can afford in the envelope.  These offerings 

will be distributed among the priests. 

 

Please print names clearly so that they can be transferred to 

a Book of Remembrance which will be kept on the 

Sanctuary throughout the month of November.  Envelopes 

may be put on either plate, in the office mail box or given to 

one of the priests. 

LOCAL WORLD YOUTH DAY AND 

LEADERS COMMISSIONING MASS:  

26 NOVEMBER  
Catholic Youth Parramatta invites all 

youth leaders, new school leaders and young people to the 

annual Local World Youth Day & Leaders Commissioning 

Mass, which will be held on Sunday 26 November (Feast of 

Christ the King) at 3.30pm at Our Lady, Queen of Peace 

Parish, Greystanes. The Youth Mass will give thanks for the 

Youth ministry year so far and bless all leaders for their 2024 

ministry year. Family, friends and community members are all 

invited to join in this celebration. For catering purposes, 

please RSVP to met@parracatholic.org.  

SYDNEY SUMMER SCHOOL OF 

EVANGELISATION: 7 – 14 JANUARY 

2024  
Summer School is a week-long, live-in, 

life-changing retreat at the Mt Carmel 

Retreat Centre in Varroville NSW, 

featuring praise and worship, inspiring 

talks, engaging liturgy, time to chill & 

learn and more in the midst of a community of 150+ young 

people aged 16-35. Registrations open 31 October. Register 

by 30 November to receive early bird rates (concession 

$525/adult $625). More info: contact@summerschool.org.au. 

Bookings: summerschool.org.au  

PIETY STALL 
 

Now in stock 2024 Columban Calendars $10 

each and Christmas cards $4 (pkt 8) 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal for Catholic Care 

chaplaincy services 
Will you support our chaplains to listen with the ear of the 

heart? Your compassionate generosity and prayers will help 

our 15 Catholic Care chaplains to provide pastoral, spiritual, 

and sacramental support to seriously ill, 

lonely, and distraught people this Christmas.  

Please give generously to the Bishop’s 

Christmas Appeal at 

yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal or scan 

this QR code. Thank you.  

BR BARRY DONAGHUE PREPARING FOR 

ADVENT SERIES: STARTING 29 NOVEMBER 
Br Barry Donaghue cfc is offering 90-minute 

Advent presentations held on Wednesday 

evenings, 7:30pm to 9pm for 4 weeks, 

beginning 29 November until 20 December. Each 

presentation will be scripture based and have time for 

questions, reflection and small group conversation. The 

presentation will be held at Mary Rooms at Edmund Rice 

Retreat Centre Winbourne, 1315 Mulgoa Road, Mulgoa. 

Please contact 0478 408 337 or 

bgdonaghue@edmundrice.org for enquiries. 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSES IN 

2024  
Getting married in 2024? Let the Diocese 

of Parramatta help  you prepare. Visit www.parracatholic.org/

pmp to view weekend course dates in the New Year, to book 

and pay. An online preparation called SmartLoving can also be 

booked via the website. For more information, email 

met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242 435 or 

Marisa on 0412 280 017  

AUSTRALIAN BRANDENBURG ORCHESTRA  

ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL CONCERT:  

12 DECEMBER  
Reel in the festive season with the Australian 

Brandenburg Orchestra and Choir on Tuesday 

12 December, 7:30PM at St Patrick's 

Cathedral for their annual Christmas 

concert, Noël! Noël!. Gather your loved ones and join us for 

this beloved festive tradition, as the Brandenburg perform 

stunning choral works and Christmas classics, conducted by 

Artistic Director Paul Dyer. 
SPECIAL OFFER: Get four tickets for just $149! There are less 

than 200 tickets remaining, so head to brandenburg.com.au 

or call 1300 782 856 to book your tickets now.  

mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:contact@summerschool.org.au
http://summerschool.org.au/
mailto:bgdonaghue@edmundrice.org
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
http://www.parracatholic.org/pmp
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
http://brandenburg.com.au/


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those 
for whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently deceased:  
Marlene De Menezes, Cesare Rossi, 

Josephine Harrison 

 

Anniversaries:  
Bernadette McLoughlin, Edmund Baulman, 

Anna Platek 

 

Sick: 
Pearl Dequena, Angeli Malonzo,  

Greg Hopwood, Tony Maroun, Trent Styles, 

Garry Eldersley, Katherine Izzo,  

Tony Biddle, Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella, 

Nicholas Tadros, Mimi Yeung, Judy Poon, 

Baby Carter McGhie, Kong Su Chong, 

Jamal Kairouz, Cynthia Gomes,  

Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Debra Price, 

Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Salma Lattouf,  

Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, 

Joe Maroun, Florgina Henry,  

Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid, 

Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,  

Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM 

Mass  

Times 
LECTORS 

 19 NOVEMBER 2023 

LECTORS 

 26 NOVEMBER 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
E. riches, P. Sladen, C. Vella N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, C. Ryan 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, A. Sullivan 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

C. Burton, A. Mantaring,  

S. Mantaring 
S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, B. Fabri 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 19 NOVEMBER 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 26 NOVEMBER 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

K. McElduff, D. Rodrigues,  

L. Karam, E. Riches 

G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, L. Karam, 

L. Domanillo 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

B. Boguradzki, M. Palmer-Burton, 

S. Espiritu, C. Harding 

B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, 

S. Espiritu, B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis J. Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
P. Finnerty, E. Lee. R. Borg J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  19.11.23 WEEK BEGINNING  26.11.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 19.11.23  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

Counters 26.11.23  :   

Team 5 :  P. Waite 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 25.11.23 : 

M. Medvidovic, R. O’Donnell 

Saturday 03.12.23 : 

M. Medvidovic, R. O’Donnell 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 25th/26th November 2023 - Masses:  Sat  5:30pm:  L. Fernandes 

Sun    8am:    J. Mariadassou       10am:    M. Almeida         6pm:   A. Saker 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

