
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Church 

 

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – 12th November 2023 

PARISH NOTES 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Last Friday week, 3 November, Bishop Vincent celebrated 
the annual CCD Thanksgiving Mass at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral with a congregation of about 400. Many of our 
SRE Catechists attended and many received awards. 
 
For the first time our Diocese has an SRE Catechist who 
was recognised for 50 years’ service to the ministry of 
teaching Scripture in public schools. 

We congratulate our own Anne Sullivan for her inspiring 
dedication to Christian formation of Catholic children. 
Thank you, Anne, for your generosity of time and spirit in 
sharing your faith and your love of the Gospel with 
children.  
 
“May the Lord bless you and keep you; may He smile on 
you and be gracious to you; may He look your way and 
give you peace.” 
 
FIRST COMMUNION 
This weekend and the next two weekends will see the 
celebration of the Sacrament of First Communion take 
place in the Parish. St Michael’s will host these masses 
over the weekends of 10-12 and 17-19 November, and 
Our Lady of Lourdes on the weekend of 25-26 November. 
 
While most will receive their First Communion at special 
Masses on those weekends, some children have also 
requested they receive their first communion at a Parish 
Mass. 
 
Please pray for them and their families. 

NOVEMBER MASSES FOR THE DECEASED 

Please see the note within the bulletin. November Mass 

offering Envelopes will be available in both Churches. 

 

MASS LINK FOR THE THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF 

ORDINARY TIME 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Thirty-

Second Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A and available 

on YOUTUBE after that ishttps://youtube.com/live/

zfdeu5KsYlA.  Please copy the link into browser if it does 

not immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 

Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards 

via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the 

Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.  

 

MASS AND PRAYERS FOR DECEASED CLERGY: 17 

NOVEMBER 

The Diocese of Parramatta invites you to its second 

annual Mass for our deceased clergy on this Friday 17 

November at 10.30am at St Aidan’s Parish, Rooty Hill, 

followed by prayers at the gravesites of clergy buried in 

Pinegrove Cemetery. All are welcome to attend and give 

your gift of prayer to those whose lives were dedicated to 

bringing us all closer to Christ. 

 

This Friday then, our Masses at both Our Lady of Lourdes 

and St Michael’s will be offered specifically for the 

deceased priests and deacons who have served in our 

parish. 

 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR EVANGELISATION 

– St Josephine Bakhita 

Pope Francis recently resumed his cycle of catechesis 

on The passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal of 

the believer. His focus recently was on “Saint Josephine 

Bakhita: witness of the transforming power of Christ’s 

forgiveness” 

 

Dear brothers and sisters: In our catechesis on 

apostolic zeal, we have been reflecting on the 

spread of the Gospel through the witness of men 

and women of every time and place. Today we turn 

once more to Africa and to the powerful witness of 

Saint Josephine Bakhita. Born in Darfur in Sudan, 

Josephine was kidnapped as a child and sold into 

slavery. Despite the violence and terrible sufferings 

https://youtube.com/live/zfdeu5KsYlA
https://youtube.com/live/zfdeu5KsYlA


she endured, she never despaired. In the cross of 

Christ she discovered the source of a merciful love 

that affirms our innate dignity as God’s children, 

brings true freedom and enables us to forgive and 

indeed love those who wrong us. The experience of 

God’s mercy and forgiveness inspired Josephine to 

devote herself to Christ as a religious and to serve 

others humbly and selflessly in Italy, her new 

country. The life of Saint Josephine Bakhita reveals 

the power of God’s grace to transform lives, to 

resolve conflicts and to bring about the justice, 

reconciliation and peace so greatly needed in our 

time. Let us entrust ourselves to her prayers and 

ask especially for the gift of peace for our brothers 

and sisters in war-torn Sudan and in so many other 

parts of our world. 

 

The full text of the Pope’s catechesis follows these 

notices. 

 

60TH YEAR OF THE CONSTITUTION ON THE SACRED 

LITURGY  MASS: 4 DECEMBER 

Bishop Vincent invites all to join him in a commemorative 

Mass to mark the 60th Anniversary of Sacrosanctum 

Concilium (The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) to be 

held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta on Monday 4 

December at 7.30pm. Please RSVP for catering purposes 

to 0460 037 795 or Hannah Portelli 

hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org 

 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GLOBAL GIFTS CARDS 

Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts Christmas 

cards are a great way to spread joy and hope 

this Christmas vulnerable communities to 

create a brighter future. Order now to 

receive in time for Christmas at www.globalgifts.org.au or 

scan the QR code. 

 

DONATE TO CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GAZA APPEAL 

Following a series of surprise attacks against Israel by 

Hamas in early October, Caritas Australia is supporting 

partner agencies on the ground to provide emergency 

cash, shelter, and psychosocial support to those affected 

by the violence. The efforts of these partner agencies are 

expected to support 17,000 displaced families, 

representing around 100,000 of the 1 million people 

displaced. To support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, 

visit www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/

gaza-crisis/ or call 1800 024 413 toll free. 

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PASTORAL AND 

PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISOR? 

Transforming Practices offers a rich formation in Pastoral 

Supervision. Supervision Formation comprises of 5 two-

day Modules, held over 7 months. The next Portfolio of 

Learning Day will be held on Friday 3 February 2024 (with 

sufficient applicants). For those proceeding – an 

Introductory Day will be held on Friday 5 April 2024. All 

training days may be held on Zoom, face to face or in dual 

mode depending on successful applicant’s location. For 

program prerequisites, please visit 

www.transformingpractices.org. 

If you are interested in knowing more, please contact the 

Registrar, Mary Pearson via email 

maryepearson@gmail.com  

 

THE DECEASED 

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 

requested, especially for: 
 

Recently deceased: Cesare Rossi, Josephine Harrison 
 

Anniversaries: Lilly Vella, Raymond Keppie 

 

Fr Wim 

 

 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 

with the proper recording for the second collection, 

please include your envelope number if you have one. 

 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection –  

for support of the Parish 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

 

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 

 BSB   067 950 

 Acct No  100005310 

 Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 

 Reference  Your name and please email details to  

  admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/

stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  
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POPE FRANCIS AND THE PASSION FOR 
EVANGELISATION – St Josephine Bakhita 

 
Recently, the Pope continued his cycle of catechesis 
on The passion for evangelization the apostolic zeal of the 
believer, focusing on the theme: “Saint Josephine Bakhita: 
witness of the transforming power of Christ’s 
forgiveness” 
 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away 
to be put to death with him.3When they came to 
the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and 
one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing.” 
Bible reading: Lk 23:32-34). 

 
Catechesis of the Holy Father 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 
In our path of catechesis on apostolic zeal – we are 
reflecting on apostolic zeal - today we will let ourselves 
be inspired by the witness of Saint Josephine Bakhita, a 
Sudanese saint. Unfortunately, for months Sudan has 
been torn by a terrible armed conflict, of which little is 
spoken today; let us pray for the Sudanese people, so 
they might live in peace! But the fame of Saint Bakhita 
has exceeded every boundary and reached all those to 
whom identity and dignity is denied. 
 
Born in Darfur – troubled Darfur! – in 1869, she was 
abducted from her family at the age of seven, and made a 
slave. Her abductors called her “Bakhita”, which means 
“fortunate”. She passed through eight masters – each one 
sold her on to the next. The physical and moral suffering 
she suffered as a child left her with no identity. She 
suffered cruelty and violence: on her body she bore more 
than a hundred scars. But she herself testified: “As a slave 
I never despaired, because I felt a mysterious force 
supporting me”. 
 
In the face of this, I wonder: what is Saint Bakhita’s 
secret? We know that often a wounded person wounds in 
turn: the oppressed easily becomes an oppressor. 
Instead, the vocation of the oppressed is that of freeing 
themselves and their oppressors, becoming restorers of 
humanity. Only in the weakness of the oppressed can the 
force of God’s love, which frees both, be revealed. Saint 
Bakhita expresses this truth very well. One day her tutor 
gave her a small crucifix and she, who had never owned 
anything, conserved her treasure jealously. Looking at it, 
she experienced inner liberation, because she felt 
understood and loved and therefore capable of 
understanding and loving: this is the beginning. She felt 
understood, she felt loved, and as a consequence capable 
of understanding and loving others. Indeed, she went on 

to say: “God’s love has always accompanied me in a 
mysterious way… The Lord loved me: you have to love 
everyone … you have to have pity!”. This is Bakhita’s soul. 
Truly, to pity means both to suffer with the victims of the 
great inhumanity in the world, and also to pity those who 
commit errors and injustices, not justifying, but 
humanizing. This is the caress she teaches us: to 
humanize. When we enter the logic of fighting, of division 
between us, of bad feelings, one against the other, we 
lose our humanity. And very often we think we are in 
need of humanity, to be more humane. And this is. The 
work that Saint Bakhita teaches us: to humanize, to 
humanize ourselves and to humanize others. 
 

Saint Bakhita, who became Christian, was transformed by 
the words of Christ she meditated on every day: “Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34). 
And so she said: “If Judas had asked Jesus for forgiveness, 
he too would have found mercy”. We can say that St 
Bakhita’s life became an existential parable of 
forgiveness. How good it is to say to a person, “he was 
capable, she was capable of forgiving, always”. And she 
was always capable of forgiving; indeed, her life is an 
existential parable of forgiveness. To forgive because 
then we will be forgiven. Do not forget this: forgiveness, 
which is God’s caress to all of us. 
 

Forgiveness liberated her. Forgiveness first received 
through God’s merciful love, and then the forgiveness 
given that made her a free, joyful woman, capable of 
loving. 
 

Bakhita was able to experience service not as slavery, but 
as an expression of the free gift of self. And this is very 
important: made a servant involuntarily – she was sold as 
a slave – she then freely chose to become a servant, to 
bear on her shoulders the burdens of others. 
Saint Josephine Bakhita, by her example, shows us the 
way to finally be free from our slavery and fears. She 
helps us to unmask our hypocrisies and selfishness, to 
overcome resentments and conflicts. And she encourages 
us, always. 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, forgiveness takes away nothing 
but adds – what does forgiveness add? – dignity: forgives 
takes away nothing from you but adds dignity to the 
person, it makes us lift our 
gaze from ourselves 
towards others, to see 
them as fragile as we are, 
yet always brothers and 
sisters in the Lord. Brothers 
and sisters, forgiveness is 
the wellspring of a zeal 
that becomes mercy and 
calls us to a humble and 
joyful holiness, like that of 
Saint Bakhita.  



Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

Let my prayer come into your presence. Incline your ear 

to my cry for help, O Lord! 

 

First Reading Wis 6:12-16 

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. By those who 

love her she is readily seen, and found by those who look 

for her. Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she 

makes herself known to them. 

Watch for her early and you will have no trouble; you will 

find her sitting at your gates. 

Even to think about her is understanding fully grown; be 

on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly leave you. She 

herself walks about looking for those who are worthy of 

her and graciously shows herself to them as they go, in 

every thought of theirs coming to meet them ?  

 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my 
soul is thirsting. My body pines for you like a dry, 
weary land without water. (R.) 

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary. to see your 
strength and your glory. For your love is better than 
life, my lips will speak your praise. (R.) 

3. So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up 
my hands. My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.) 

4. On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through 
the night for you have been my help; in the shadow 
of your wings I rejoice. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 1Thess 4:13-18 

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those 

who have died, to make sure that you do not grieve about 

them, like the other people who have no hope. We 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be 

the same for those who have died in Jesus: God will bring 

them with him. We can tell you this from the Lord’s own 

teaching, that any of us who are left alive until the Lord’s 

coming will not have any advantage over those who have 

died. At the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel 

will call out the command and the Lord himself will come 

down from heaven; those who have died in Christ will be 

the first to rise, and then those of us who are still alive 

will be taken up in the clouds, together with them, to 

meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for 

ever. With such thoughts as these you should comfort 

one another.  

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Be watchful and ready: you know not when the Son of 

Man is coming. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Mt 25:1-13 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 

heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps 

and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 

foolish and five of them were sensible: the foolish ones 

did take their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the 

sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The 

bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell 

asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom 

is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those 

bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the 

foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of 

your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, 

“There may not be enough for us and for you; you had 

better go to those who sell it and buy some for 

yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the 

bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with 

him to the wedding hall and the door was closed. The 

other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” they said, 

“open the door for us.” But he replied, “I tell you 

solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay awake, because you 

do not know either the day or the hour.’  

 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me 

repose, near restful waters he leads me. 

 

Next Sunday:  

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Prov 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; 1 Thess 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
                   By Brendan Byrne SJ  
 
All three readings this Sunday find some unity around the 
theme of the right attitude to adopt towards the future. 
Matthew’s Gospel devotes a long section to this theme, 
culminating in the three parables that make up chapter 
25. Today’s Gospel, Matthew 25:1-13, features the first of 
these parables, the Wise and Foolish Bridesmaids 
(literally, ‘virgins’). 
 
Interpretation of the parable has to deal with the 
problem that our knowledge of the wedding customs of 
the time is not secure and some details (e.g., the 
feasibility of young women going out to buy oil at 
midnight) seem unrealistic. In any case, as Matthew has 
Jesus tell the story we seem to be dealing with an allegory 
providing an extended lesson rather than a parable 
making a single point.  
 
As it appears in the gospel, the story seems to 
presuppose a wedding custom whereby unmarried young 
women, who have been waiting with the bride at her 
family’s house, go out to meet the bridegroom when he 
arrives to take her to his own house. When his arrival is 
announced, they go out to meet him with blazing torches 
(‘torches’ is a preferable translation of the Greek 
lampades than the traditional ‘lamps’) and escort the 
couple back to his house, where the marriage feast has 
been prepared and the guests are waiting for their entry.  
 
The use of torches presupposes that the procession to 
the bridegroom’s house takes place at night. The parable 
further presupposes a late-arriving bridegroom, though 
whether this is due to custom or is a simply an instance of 
unpunctuality on this particular occasion we do not know. 
In any case the lateness of the hour leads to to sleepiness 
on the part of the waiting women. But what shame for 
five of the bridesmaids who, when the bridegroom is said 
to be well on the way, are not in a position to carry out 
their welcoming role! Their torches have gone out during 
the long wait and there is no oil to rekindle them. 
 
Despite the concluding warning, ‘Stay awake, because 
you do not know the day or the hour’, it is not falling 
asleep that is reprehended. All ten bridesmaids, both the 
wise and the foolish, fall asleep. The difference between 
them is that the former have made sure to have sufficient 
oil to rekindle their lamps when they are roused, while 
the foolish have not taken this precaution. Their absence 
on the errand to buy it frustrates the whole purpose of 
their role when at last the bridegroom appears. 
 
As I suggested above, the parable appears as an allegory 
for life in the Church during the time of waiting for the 
return of its Lord (the ‘Bridegroom’). The five wise and 
five foolish bridesmaids represent members of the 

Church, who, as so often in Matthew, are of mixed 
quality. The oil represents the kind of good deeds that 
Jesus commends – ‘justice, mercy and faith’ (23:23) – and 
which will be so graphically illustrated in the concluding 
parable of the Great Judgment (25:31-46). The five foolish 
bridesmaids represent the kind of believers depicted 
towards the close of the Sermon on the Mount: those 
who cry out, ‘Lord, Lord’ but have no good works to 
accompany this confession of faith (7:21-27). The wise 
may ‘sleep’ (in death) before the coming of the Lord but 
when he does come they will go out to meet him with the 
‘lamps’ of their good works shining (cf. 5:16). Thus the 
final warning about ‘staying awake’ because neither ‘the 
day or the hour’ is known really means, in the light of the 
parable, ‘Be prepared’, rather than ‘stay awake’. 
 
The parable – and the Gospel as a whole – remind us that 
the words of dismissal at the Eucharist, ‘Go in peace to 
love and serve the Lord’, are no perfunctory conclusion to 
the rite but a program for living the twin commandment 
of love of God and love of neighbour (Matt 22:37-40). 
Those who take them to heart have always with them the 
‘oil’ required for salvation; they can ‘sleep’ without 
anxiety about being caught short by the Lord’s sudden 
arrival.    
 
The kind of attentive waiting upon and pursuit of Wisdom 
commended in the First Reading, Wisdom 6:12-16, 
coheres well with the Gospel in the light of Matthew’s 
portrayal of both Jesus himself and his teaching as the 
true Wisdom (see esp. Matthew 5-7; 11:28-30).   
 
In regard to Paul’s clarification to the Thessalonians in the 
Second Reading, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, it is important 
to point out that his description of the events of the end 
is not to be taken literally (as in the ‘Rapture’ foreseen by 
some Pentecostal sects). It offers a symbolic portrayal of 
the truth that believers who have already died, no less 
than the living, will share the final triumph of the risen 
Lord.  

From LiturgyHelp 



Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Wisdom shines bright and never grows dim.” 
Wisdom 6; 12-16   

 
All three of today’s readings have 
something to say about wisdom. 
However, the word “wisdom” has 
so many connotations in English 
that it is very difficult to define it 
with any real precision. Moreover, 

today’s readings taken together, while they encourage us to 
cultivate and pursue wisdom, don’t exactly inspire us to get 
involved in that pursuit or identify for us what exactly it is 
that might be the focus of our searching.    
 
Before looking closely at the three readings, we might direct 
our attention to asking ourselves what value we put on 
wisdom and what do we understand wisdom to be. 
Sometimes we might be inclined to equate common sense 
with wisdom, possibly because common sense is much more 
a rarity than it is a commonality. We experience it so 
infrequently in our everyday interactions with others that 
we come to regard it as wisdom in practice. At other times, I 
suspect that we come to see wisdom as the distillation or by-
product of a long succession of life experiences, believing 
that we will attain that kind of wisdom if we can successfully 
negotiate the various challenges that confront us as we grow 
and mature. At other times, wisdom might be best 
expressed in doing nothing, in resisting the urge to embark 
on a risky action. 
 
Yet, coming to understand what wisdom is and the role it 
plays in our lives is something we don’t know how to 
achieve. But we do know that wisdom is a quality we would 
like to attain in the course of our lives. We all know 
something of the story of how Solomon responded when 
God said to him: “Ask what you would like me to give you!” 
Solomon replied: “I am a very young man unskilled in 
leadership, so please give your servant a heart to 
understand how to discern between good and evil.” (1 Kings 
3: 1-15) God was so impressed with Solomon’s humility that 
God gave him the gift of wisdom  -  a quality that became 
synonymous with the king’s name. 
 
Still, we all have different understandings and experiences of 
wisdom at different times in our lives. We would like to have 
wisdom, but we are not sure what it is. We experience it as 
elusive. We can recognise and admire it in others, but we 
are not sure that their wisdom fits us. The wisdom we see in 
a young mother rearing children is different from the 
wisdom of an octogenarian reflecting on life. The wisdom 
accrued by a parent who has accompanied a son or daughter 
through rehabilitation from drug-addiction is different from 
the wisdom required of a principal of a school full of 
adolescents and young adults. Wisdom in many of 
Shakespeare’s plays issues from the mouths of fools and 
jesters. And there are times when we all catch ourselves 
believing that we have the wisdom that seems to evade our 
politicians.  

With that as introduction, let’s look more closely at today’s 
readings. The first reading from the Book of Wisdom and the 
gospel-reading from Matthew focus on the theme of wisdom 
through specific reference to it. The writer of the Book of 
Wisdom personifies wisdom as a woman who lingers on 
doorsteps prompting residents to welcome her and make 
her feel at home.  The suggestion is that admitting wisdom 
to one’s everyday decision-making will transform those who 
welcome her into living with rectitude, integrity and virtue. 
But that reading does not tell us precisely what wisdom is.   
The gospel-reading is an allegory of the Second Coming of 
Jesus. -  an event for which we need to be prepared. But 
neither Jesus nor Matthew is exhorting us to frenzied 
activity, to hasten to tidy ourselves up as though there is a 
programme of set activities to be undertaken. But we are 
left in no doubt that we are to imitate the five wise virgins. 
Still, there is no set of clear procedures to be followed for 
making ourselves like them. 
 

However, if we are to engage with this gospel-reading as 
participants, we have to shift from the position of side-line 
observers and decide what actions we will need to 
undertake in order to identify ourselves with the five wise 
virgins. The second reading from Thessalonians might give us 
a clue in that it gives us a glimpse of how the very early 
Christians, including Paul himself, believed that the end-
times were just around the corner. Their thoughts were so 
focussed on the imminence of the Second Coming of Jesus 
that they were discussing who would get preferential entry 
into the presence of God - those who had already died or 
those who would die when the created world came tumbling 
down on the last day.  Paul dismissed their query as 
nonsense, pointing out that admission to God’s presence 
would not be the result of a competition but would be the 
logical continuation of the relationship faithful Christians 
had already built with God by living as Jesus had consistently 
taught them to live. Identifying with the wise virgins means 
being ever ready to welcome Jesus whenever he invites us 
to be with him, just as they were fully prepared when the 
bridegroom eventually arrived. 
 

Yet somehow, we know that wisdom makes a significant 
contribution to teaching us how to live as Jesus taught us. 
We acquire that wisdom by reflecting on the Word of God in 
Scripture. We will rarely find it in books or in compendiums 
of doctrines. Pope Francis has repeatedly reminded us that 
wisdom is alive and well in the hearts and practices of the 
faithful people who make up the Christian community we 
call Church. Moreover, we know in the depths of our being 
that the wisdom for life is to be found in the person and 
teaching of Jesus, our brother. And in the model for living 
embodied in the Gospels. After all, he did say of himself: “I 
am the way, the truth and the Life.” (John 14: 6) Therein lies 
the essence of wisdom. 
 

Expressing it a little differently, we can say that wisdom is 
ever present at our doorsteps in the invitation to us to be 
present to God present in our encounters with the people 
and events with whom and with which we interact each and 
every day of our lives.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 

 
 

 
Congratulations to  
 

 Tahlia Chapman 
 Indiana Deloraine 
 Otis Holland 
 Violet Holland 

 
who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 

 
We pray that their faith may be an important and  

integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 

Friday 17 November 

Memorial - St Elizabeth of Hungary 

MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
 

November, the Month of the Holy Souls, is a special time to 

pray for the dead. 

 

November Mass Offering envelopes are available in the 

narthex and at the doors.  The normal offering for these is 

$20.00, but if this amount is unmanageable, please place 

the amount you can afford in the envelope.  These offerings 

will be distributed among the priests. 

 

Please print names clearly so that they can be transferred to 

a Book of Remembrance which will be kept on the 

Sanctuary throughout the month of November.  Envelopes 

may be put on either plate, in the office mail box or given to 

one of the priests. 

DATA PROJECTOR 
 

If you are looking for a ministry at  

St. Michael’s Church where you can play on 

the computer DURING Sunday 6pm service, this may be the 

job for you!  
 

We are urgently looking for help on Sunday 6pm Mass 

projection.  If you are interested please contact the parish 

office on 9639 0598 or email 

admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

LOCAL WORLD YOUTH DAY AND LEADERS 

COMMISSIONING MASS: 26 NOVEMBER  
Catholic Youth Parramatta invites all youth 

leaders, new school leaders and young people 

to the annual Local World Youth Day & Leaders 

Commissioning Mass, which will be held on Sunday 26 

November (Feast of Christ the King) at 3.30pm at Our Lady, 

Queen of Peace Parish, Greystanes. The Youth Mass will give 

thanks for the Youth ministry year so far and bless all leaders 

for their 2024 ministry year. Family, friends and community 

members are all invited to join in this celebration. For catering 

purposes, please RSVP to met@parracatholic.org.  

SYDNEY SUMMER SCHOOL OF 

EVANGELISATION: 7 – 14 JANUARY 2024  
Summer School is a week-long, live-in, life-

changing retreat at the Mt Carmel Retreat 

Centre in Varroville NSW, featuring praise and 

worship, inspiring talks, engaging liturgy, time 

to chill & learn and more in the midst of a community of 150+ 

young people aged 16-35. Registrations open 31 October. 

Register by 30 November to receive early bird rates 

(concession $525/adult $625). More info: 

contact@summerschool.org.au. Bookings: 

summerschool.org.au  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR  
Congratulations on the 1 YEAR 

ANNIVERSARY of the St Michael’s Children’s 

Choir. Thank you to all the kids for your 

wonderful contribution to our parish. May 

God bless you and your families. 

60TH YEAR OF THE CONSTITUTION ON THE 

SACRED LITURGY COMMEMORATIVE MASS: 

4 DECEMBER   
Bishop Vincent invites all to join him in a 

commemorative Mass to mark the 

60th Anniversary of Sacrosanctum Concilium (The Constitution 

on the Sacred Liturgy) to be held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

Parramatta on Monday 4 December at 7.30pm. Please RSVP 

for catering purposes to 0460 037 795 or Hannah 

Portelli hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org  

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR – A MESSAGE OF 

HOPE: 19 NOVEMBER  
The World Day of the Poor, established by Pope 

Francis, serves as a direct call to action 

inspired by the Gospel’s message of 

compassion and service to those less fortunate. It is a 

reminder of our Christian duty to reach out to the poor and 

marginalized and engage in acts of charity, love, and 

inclusion. Read the Pope Francis’ message for the World Day 

of the Poor here: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/

en/messages/poveri/documents/20230613-messaggio-vii-

giornatamondiale-poveri-2023.html  

STAY FOR A CUPPA! 
All are welcome to stay for morning tea this 

SUNDAY 12th November after 10am mass. 

It’s a great way to connect and get to know each 

other, especially if you’re new to our community.  

Morning tea will be served at the side entrance of the church.  

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  

EVERYONE WELCOME 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
mailto:contact@summerschool.org.au
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Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those 
for whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently deceased:  
Cesare Rossi, Josephine Harrison 

 

Anniversaries:  
Lilly Vella, Raymond Keppie 

 

Sick: 
Pearl Dequena, Angeli Malonzo,  

Greg Hopwood, Tony Maroun, Trent Styles, 

Garry Eldersley, Katherine Izzo,  

Tony Biddle, Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella, 

Nicholas Tadros, Mimi Yeung, Judy Poon, 

Baby Carter McGhie, Kong Su Chong, 

Jamal Kairouz, Cynthia Gomes,  

Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Debra Price, 

Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Salma Lattouf,  

Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, 

Joe Maroun, Florgina Henry,  

Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid, 

Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,  

Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM 

Mass  

Times 
LECTORS 

 12 NOVEMBER 2023 

LECTORS 

 19 NOVEMBER 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky E. riches, P. Sladen, C. Vella 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

M. Cameron, C. Worthington, 

G. Machado 
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
J. Van Gend, M. Reefman C. Burton, A. Mantaring, S. Mantaring 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
M. Moloney, M. Moloney, S. Turner N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 12 NOVEMBER 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 19 NOVEMBER 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, 

L. Domanillo, R. Gosper 

K. McElduff, D. Rodrigues, L. Karam, 

E. Riches 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

B. Boguradzki, M. Palmer-Burton, 

M. Cameron, B. Smith 

B. Boguradzki, M. Palmer-Burton, 

S. Espiritu, C. Harding 

Sunday 

10.00 am 

D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis, 

C. Vella 
J. Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta P. Finnerty, E. Lee. R. Borg 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  12.11.23 WEEK BEGINNING  19.11.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 12.11.23  :   

Team 3 :  R. McGuiness 

Counters 19.11.23  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 18.11.23 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

Saturday 25.11.23 : 

M. Medvidovic, R. O’Donnell 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 18th/19th November 2023 - Masses:  Sat  5:30pm:  S. Yao 

Sun    8am:    D. Grech        10am:     G. Wongso            6pm:    Y/T Menezes 
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