Parish of Baulkham fills
St Michagl’s Chureh

Thirty~First Sundag in Ordinarg Time — 5th November 2023

PARISH NOTES

Dear Parishioners,

FIRST COMMUNION

The next three weekends will see the celebration of the
Sacrament of First Communion take place in the Parish.
St Michael’s will host these masses over the weekends of
10-12 and 17-19 November, and Our Lady of Lourdes on
the weekend of 24-25 November.

While most will receive their First Communion at special
Masses on those weekends, Some children have also
requested they receive their first communion at a Parish
Mass.

Please pray for them and their families.

NOVEMBER MASSES FOR THE DECEASED
Please see the note within the bulletin. November Mass
offering Envelopes will be available in both Churches.

MASS LINK FOR THE THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Thirty-First
Sunday of Ordinary Time — Year A and available on
YOUTUBE after that is https://youtube.com/live/
PErowNxwGd4. Please copy the link into browser if it
does not immediately work.

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from
Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards
via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the
Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.

MASS AND PRAYERS FOR DECEASED CLERGY: 17
NOVEMBER

The Diocese of Parramatta invites you to its second
annual Mass for our deceased clergy on Friday 17
November at 10.30am at St Aidan’s Parish, Rooty Hill,
followed by prayers at the gravesites of clergy buried in
Pinegrove Cemetery. All are welcome to attend and give
your gift of prayer to those whose lives were dedicated to
bringing us all closer to Christ.

On that day, our Masses at both Our Lady of Lourdes and
St Michael’s will be offered specifically for the deceased
priests and deacons who have served in our parish.

BISHOP VINCENT PRESENTS CHRISTOPHER WHITE:
9 NOVEMBER

Vatican correspondent and Pope Francis
Christopher White is coming to the Diocese of Parramatta
as part of the Diocese of Parramatta’s ‘Bishop Vincent
Presents’ series. His public lecture “Will our faith have
children? Reflections on the health and dynamism of
global Catholicism after the October 2023 Synod on
Synodality” will be held in Parramatta on Thursday 9
November at Our Lady of Mercy College, Parramatta
from 6pm. Places are strictly limited, so register today at
https://parracatholic.org/christopherwhite/

expert

CELEBRATING CATHOLIC UNITY: INSIDE THE DIOCESE OF
PARRAMATTA'S HISTORIC FIRST SYNOD!

Our Diocese concluded its first-ever Synod over the
weekend of 13 — 15 October 2023. It was a momentous
event that brought together 280 faithful from across
Western Sydney, the Blue Mountains, and beyond to
discuss the future of the local Church.

Experience the historic culmination of our Diocese’s
inaugural Synod in this video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=PItRCgSPLng.

Want to know more about what's next? Visit

parracatholic.org/synod2023 to stay updated.

SYNOD OF BISHOPS ON SYNODALITY - Pope’s Homily at
conclusion

Pope Francis concluded the XVI Synod of Bishops during
Mass last Sunday. His homily can be found at the end of
these notes.

DONATE TO CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GAZA APPEAL

Following a series of surprise attacks against Israel by
Hamas in early October, Caritas Australia is supporting
partner agencies on the ground to provide emergency
cash, shelter, and psychosocial support to those affected
by the violence. The efforts of these partner agencies are
expected to support 17,000 displaced families,
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representing around 100,000 of the 1 million people
displaced. To support Caritas Australia’s Gaza Appeal, visit
www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/gaza-
crisis/ or call 1800 024 413 toll free.

THE DECEASED
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been
requested, especially for:

Recently deceased: Cecelia Mulvaney, Karam Antoun
Anniversaries: Eddie Lai

Fr Wim

SUPPORT DONATIONS

We really appreciate your continued support. To assist
with the proper recording for the second collection,
please include your envelope number if you have one.

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests
BSB 067 950
Account No 000004265
Account Name Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6001 your name

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection —
for support of the Parish,
BSB 067 950
Account No 000000214
Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills
Reference Envelope Number or Your Name

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation

BSB 067 950

Acct No 100005310

Acct Name Old St Michael’s Reno

Reference Your name and please email details to

admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills

Homily of Pope Francis at the conclusion of
the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the
Synod of Bishops

A doctor of the Law comes to Jesus under a pretext, in
order to test him. The question he asks, however, is an
important and enduring one that, at times, arises in our
own hearts and in the life of the Church: “Which
commandment in the law is the greatest?” (Mt 22:36). We
too, immersed in the living stream of Tradition, can ask:
“What is the most important thing? What is the driving
force?” What matters so much as to be the guiding
principle of everything? Jesus’ answer is clear: “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and
first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love
your neighbour as yourself” (Mt 22:37-39).

Brother Cardinals, Bishops and priests, men and women
Religious, dear brothers and sisters, at the conclusion of
this stage of our journey, it is important to look at the
“principle and foundation” from which everything begins
ever anew: by loving. Loving God with our whole life and
loving our neighbour as ourselves. Not our strategies, our
human calculations, the ways of the world, but love of
God and neighbour: that is the heart of everything. And
how do we channel this momentum of love? | would
propose two verbs, two movements of the heart, on
which | would like to reflect: to adore and to serve. We
love God through adoration and service.

The first verb, adore. To love is to adore. Adoration is the
first response we can offer to God’s gratuitous and
astonishing love. The amazement of adoration, the
wonder of worship, is something essential in the life of the
Church, especially in our own day in which we have
abandoned the practice of adoration. To adore God means
to acknowledge in faith that he alone is Lord and that our
individual lives, the Church’s pilgrim way and the ultimate
outcome of history all depend on the tenderness of his
love. He gives meaning to our lives.

In worshiping God, we rediscover that we are free. That is
why the Scriptures frequently associate love of the Lord
with the fight against every form of idolatry. Those who
worship God reject idols because whereas God liberates,
idols enslave. Idols deceive us and never bring to pass
what they promise, because they are “the work of men’s
hands” (Ps 115:4). Scripture is unbending with regard to
idolatry, because idols are made and manipulated by men,
while God, the Living God, is present and transcendent; he
is the one “who is not what | imagine him to be, who does
not depend on what | expect from him and who can thus
upset my expectations, precisely because he is alive. The
proof that we do not always have the right idea about God
is that at times we are disappointed: We think: ‘l expected
one thing, | imagined that God would behave like this, and
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instead | was wrong’. But in this way, we turn back to the
path of idolatry, wanting the Lord to act according to the
image we have of him” (C.M. Martini, | grandi della
Bibbia. Esercizi spirituali con [I’Antico Testamento,
Florence, 2022, 826-827). We are always at risk of
thinking that we can “control God”, that we can confine
his love to our own agenda. Instead, the way he acts is
always unpredictable, it transcends our thinking, and
God’s way of acting consequently demands amazement
and adoration. Amazement is very important!

We must constantly struggle against all types of idolatry;
not only the worldly kinds, which often stem from
vainglory, such as lust for success, self-centredness, greed
for money — let us not forget that the devil enters
“through the pockets”, the enticements of careerism; but
also those forms of idolatry disguised as spirituality — my
own spirituality: my own religious ideas, my own pastoral
skills... Let us be vigilant, lest we find that we are putting
ourselves at the centre rather than him. And let us return
to worship. May worship be central for those of us who
are pastors: let us devote time every day to intimacy with
Jesus the Good Shepherd, adoring him in the tabernacle.
May the Church adore: in every diocese, in every parish,
in every community, let us adore the Lord! Only in this
way will we turn to Jesus and not to ourselves. For only
through silent adoration will the Word of God live in our
words; only in his presence will we be purified,
transformed and renewed by the fire of his Spirit.
Brothers and sisters, let us adore the Lord Jesus!

The second verb is to serve. To love is to serve. In the
great commandment, Christ binds God and neighbour
together so that they will never be disconnected. There
can be no true religious experience that is deaf to the cry
of the world. There is no love of God without care and
concern for our neighbour; otherwise, we risk becoming
pharisaic. We may have plenty of good ideas on how to
reform the Church, but let us remember: to adore God
and to love our brothers and sisters with his love, thatis
the great and perennial reform. To be a worshiping
Church and a Church of service, washing the feet of
wounded humanity, accompanying those who are frail,
weak and cast aside, going out lovingly to encounter the
poor. We heard in the first reading how God commanded
this.

Brothers and sisters, | think of the victims of the atrocities
of war; the sufferings of migrants, the hidden pain of
those who are living alone and in poverty; those who are
crushed by the burdens of life; those who have no more
tears to shed, those who have no voice. And | think too of
how often, behind fine words and attractive promises,
people are exploited, or nothing is done to prevent that
from happening. It is a grave sin to exploit the vulnerable,
a grave sin that corrodes fraternity and devastates
society. As disciples of Jesus, we desire to bring to the
world a different type of leaven, that of the Gospel. To

put God in first place and, together with him, those
whom he especially loves: the poor and the weak.

This, brothers and sisters, is the Church we are called to
“dream”: a Church that is the servant of all, the servant of
the least of our brothers and sisters. A Church that never
demands an attestation of “good behaviour,” but
welcomes, serves, loves and forgives. A Church with open
doors that is a haven of mercy. “The merciful man”, said
John Chrysostom, “is as a harbour to those who are in
need; and the harbour receives all who are escaping
shipwreck, and frees them from danger, whether they be
evil or good; whatsoever kind of men they be that are in
peril, it receives them into its shelter. You also, when you
see a man suffering shipwreck on land through poverty,
do not sit in judgment on him, nor require explanations,
but relieve his distress.” (In pauperem Lazarum, Il, 5).

Brothers and sisters, the General Assembly of the Synod
has now concluded. In this “conversation of the Spirit,”
we have experienced the loving presence of the Lord and
discovered the beauty of fraternity. We have listened to
one another and above all, in the rich variety of our
backgrounds and concerns, we have listened to the Holy
Spirit. Today we do not see the full fruit of this process,
but with farsightedness we look to the horizon opening
up before us. The Lord will guide us and help us to be a
more synodal and missionary Church, a Church that
adores God and serves the women and men of our time,
going forth to bring to everyone the consoling joy of the
Gospel.

Brothers and sisters, | thank you for all that you have
done during the Synod and for all you continue to do.
Thank you for the journey we have made together, for
your listening and your dialogue. In expressing my
gratitude, | would also like to offer a prayer for all of us:
may we grow in our worship of God and in our service to
our neighbour. To adore and to serve. May the Lord
accompany us. Let us go forward with joy!




Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon

Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; be not far from me!
Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my strong
salvation!

First Reading Mal 1:14-2:2, 8-10

| am a great king, says the Lord of hosts, and my name is
feared throughout the nations. And now, priests, this
warning is for you. If you do not listen, if you do not find it
in your heart to glorify my name, says the Lord of hosts, |
will send the curse on you and curse your very blessing.
You have strayed from the way; you have caused many to
stumble by your teaching. You have destroyed the
covenant of Levi, says the Lord of hosts. And so | in my
turn have made you contemptible and vile in the eyes of
the whole people in repayment for the way you have not
kept to my paths but have shown partiality in your
administration.

Have we not all one Father? Did not one God create us?
Why, then, do we break faith with one another, profaning
the covenant of our ancestors?

Responsorial Psalm
(R) Inyou, Lord, | have found my peace.

1. O Lord, my heart is not proud nor haughty my eyes. |
have not gone after things too great nor marvels
beyond me. (R.)

2. Truly | have set my soul in silence and peace. A
weaned child on its mother’s breast, even so is my
soul. (R.)

3. O/srael, hope in the Lord both now and for ever. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Thess 2:7-9, 13

Like a mother feeding and looking after her own children,
we felt so devoted and protective towards you, and had
come to love you so much, that we were eager to hand
over to you not only the Good News but our whole lives
as well. Let me remind you, brothers, how hard we used
to work, slaving night and day so as not to be a burden on
any one of you while we were proclaiming God’s Good
News to you.

Another reason why we constantly thank God for you is
that as soon as you heard the message that we brought
you as God’s message, you accepted it for what it really is,
God’s message and not some human thinking; and it is
still a living power among you who believe it.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

You have one Father, your Father in heaven; you have
one teacher: the Lord Jesus Christ.

Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 23:1-12

Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said, ‘The
scribes and the Pharisees occupy the chair of Moses. You
must therefore do what they tell you and listen to what
they say; but do not be guided by what they do: since
they do not practise what they preach. They tie up heavy
burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders, but will they
lift a finger to move them? Not they! Everything they do is
done to attract attention, like wearing broader
phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting to take the
place of honour at banquets and the front seats in the
synagogues, being greeted obsequiously in the market
squares and having people call them Rabbi.

‘You, however, must not allow yourselves to be called
Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and you are all
brothers. You must call no one on earth your father, since
you have only one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor must
you allow yourselves to be called teachers, for you have
only one Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among you
must be your servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and anyone who humbles himself will be

exalted.’

Communion Antiphon

You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in
your presence, O Lord.

Next Sunday:
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 6:12-16; 1Thess 4:13-18; Mt 25:1-13




SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
BY BRENDAN BYRNE SJ

At first sight we are confronted with a very negative
theme uniting the First Reading and the Gospel today.
Both target unworthy and exploitative religious leaders.
Both, however, in their final part point to the positive
value underlying the critique: that all members of the
covenant people are bound up together as one family
under the Fatherhood of God.

The Book of Malachi comes from the time after the return
from exile in Babylon when, under the rule of the Persian
empire, the Jews had been allowed to rebuild the
Temple. The prophet has a high regard for Temple
worship and the responsibility of the priestly order who
serve there. Hence the warning to the priests in the First
Reading (Malachi 1:14-2:2, 8-10) that their poor conduct
and corrupt administration are a breach of their covenant
responsibilities, both to God and to the people as a
whole. It is rare for the Old Testament to speak of God as
Israel’s ‘Father’. Thus the appeal at the end of the reading
is quite striking. For Israelites to break faith with each
other is tantamount to rending family ties, for the
covenant has united them all in one family under God.

The Gospel, Matthew 23:1-12, comes from the final
stages of Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem when he warns the
people and his disciples against the scribes and Pharisees.
Jesus seems to accept the continuing religious authority
of these experts, even telling his followers to listen to
what they say. Interpreters have long been hard put to
explain how Christians of Matthew’s generation could see
themselves as still somehow under the authority of the
Synagogue. The gospel seems to have preserved some
very early tradition recording Jesus’ critique of the
religious leaders of his time in order to set up a contrast
with the way leadership is to run in the later Christian
community.

The critique actually goes to the very heart of Matthew’s
presentation of Jesus as authoritative interpreter of the
Torah (Law of Moses). The scribes and Pharisees bring to
their interpretation of the Torah a host of rulings from
their own tradition that, instead of making it something
liveable and life-enhancing, actually make it burdensome
and crushing. Their scribal and religious expertise simply
serves to lay heavier burdens upon an already burdened
people. It also serves to enhance their own power and
authority, leading to the kinds of honour-seeking
behaviour in public that Jesus lampoons and condemns.

In contrast Matthew consistently portrays Jesus as the
One, who, as Son of God and Servant, comes to bear and
lift the burdens of afflicted humanity. It is all summed up
in the invitation, ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and
carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my
(in contrast to their) yoke upon you, and learn from me,

for | am meek and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for you souls’ (11:28-29). In fact, the sense of people as
burdened and of Jesus as the one who looks upon them
with compassion and acts towards them accordingly runs
throughout the narrative (4:23-25; 8:16-17; 9:10-13; 9:35-
36; 12:15-21; 14:13-14; 15:32; cf. 23:23). The entire
Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7) is simply a sustained
and authoritative re-interpretation of the Torah in the
light of this vision.

It is this understanding and practice of Jesus that sets the
pattern for the way in which leadership in the community
of the Kingdom should be exercised. Since all belong
equally to the one family of God (God as Father) and
since all teaching flows directly from the continuing
presence of the one Teacher, the risen Lord, in the
community (18:20; 28:20), there is no place for honorific
titles and practices that might suggest otherwise. The
pattern of leadership has been set for ever by the Servant
One who came ‘not to be served, but to serve and give his
life as a ransom for many’ (20:28); the ‘greatest’,
therefore, must be ‘your servant’.

The Christian tradition (especially in its Catholic and
Eastern Orthodox forms) has not taken this instruction
literally. All clerics, from priests up, are customarily
addressed in some form as ‘Father’. Now, with the
widespread exposure of clerical abuse and the failure of
authorities to handle it effectively and responsibly, the
time has surely come to revisit the values and teaching
enshrined here. Above all, preachers should avoid the
temptation simply to shuffle off the critique of religious
leadership given here as something that applied to the
Judaism of Jesus’ day, without internal relevance for
Christian community life and structure today.

Paul’s recall of his pastoral concern for the Thessalonians
in the Second Reading, 1 Thessalonians 2:7-9, 13,
provides a helpful positive complement to the overall
theme.

From LiturgyHelp




Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

“They (the scribes and Pharisees) tie onto people’s backs
loads that are heavy and hard to carry, yet they aren’t willing
even to lift a finger to help them carry those loads. Everything
they do is done to attract attention...The greatest one among
you must be your servant.” Matthew 23: 1-12

Today’s first reading from the prophet
Malachi and the gospel-reading from
- Matthew are both savage in their criticism

of the religious leaders of their time. The
Book of Malachi is the last book of the
| First or Old Testament and dates back to
around 450 B.C. Malachi’'s words were
trenchantly critical of the priests of his day because of the
gap between the words of their prayer and sacrifice and the
way in which they lived. Malachi criticises them for their lack
of integrity. For reasons unknown to me, the abuse that
Malachi puts into the mouth of God is omitted from the
selection we read today. The chapter from which this first
reading is taken opens with God saying: “And now, priests,
this warning is for you. If you don't listen, if you don’t find it in
your heart to glorify my name, | will send the curse on you...
Now watch how | am going to paralyse your arm and throw
dung in your face.” (Malachi: 2: 1-4) Malachi didn’t mince his
words.

Moreover, the criticism that Jesus levels at the scribes and
Pharisees centuries after Malachi is equally biting. It is worth
noting that Jesus does not question the legitimacy of the
authority of these leaders. He does, however, draw attention
to the fact that there is no compassion, tolerance or
encouragement in the manner in which they deal with their
people. They do not speak to the people they lead any word
of a God who is gentle, understanding, merciful, caring, loving
and compassionate. They hammer them with the letter of the
law, weighing them down with directives that wear them out.

If we're not careful, we can be trapped into saying to
ourselves something like: “It was ever the same!”, thereby
applying similar criticism to our present-day Church leaders.
To lean in that direction means that we forget that we are
meant to participate in these readings instead of sitting on
the edge of them as observers, analysing them for their
meaning rather than asking how they apply to us.

If we are to ask ourselves what Malachi and Jesus might be
saying to us through these readings, it must surely have
something to do with stopping to reflect on whether or not we
are living with integrity. And the first step towards living with
integrity is to acknowledge the humanity we share with
everyone around us. All we are and have is God-given gift. We
are as frail and as vulnerable as every other person we
encounter, work beside, call friend or reach out to. That's why
Jesus dwelt on reminding us to avoid questing for titles. Our
identity is not to be found in qualifications, titles or position.
We are equal in dignity with every other human being,
whatever their ethnic origin, skin colour or creed. We are all
sisters and brothers to one another, we all bleed, make
mistakes, do commendable deeds, and fail miserably. There
was a time when fellow Christians went out of their way to put
on pedestals those of us who chose the vocation of Gospel
ministry to our sisters and brothers. Fortunately, that time
has long gone.

In today’s gospel-reading, we encounter a Jesus who was
fired up by the actions of religious leaders whom he saw

feathering their own nests and using position to burden those
for whom they had pledged their lives to care. In pointing to
the gap between the expectations they laid on their people
and the way in which they themselves lived, he warned us all
not to go in search of gurus with recipes for living with
integrity and not to allow ourselves to be worshipped as
gurus. Yet, there may have been times in our lives when we
have succumbed to thinking that we could provide easy
answers to our sisters and brothers for dealing with the
challenges and trials of life. Unconsciously or unwittingly, we
may develop a “messiah complex”.

Complementing and standing in contrast with the words of
warning from both Malachi and Jesus are the words of
affirmation and encouragement which we hear Paul offering
the community of Christians in Thessalonika in today’s
second reading. We read how he praised them not just for
opening themselves to the message Jesus brought to the
world, but for becoming instruments of the love, compassion
and mercy of God in the way in which they imitated Jesus.

In the gospel-readings of these last few weeks leading up to
Advent we get an insight into what living with integrity meant
for Jesus. He had grown to discover the responsibilities that
were his if he were to be true to his God-given role as the
Messiah, the Christ of God. He cared enough about the
scribes and Pharisees (and the people they were meant to be
serving) to take the risk of trying to shake them into seeing
the error of their ways. In today’s gospel-reading, Matthew
presents a Jesus who is at the end of his tether, frustrated by
scribes and Pharisees who have persistently chosen to ignore
his calls to conversion of mind and heart and to persist in
their unwillingness to put the needs of their people first. So,
we see a Jesus in all his humanity confronting those religious
leaders with strong language because he cared for both them
and their people. Jesus’ integrity demanded of him a
readiness to speak the truth, regardless of the consequent
risk to his own safety.

The distinguishing characteristics of those of us who claim to
follow Jesus surely, then, must be a willingness to live with
integrity, a readiness to put ourselves, our talents and our
energy at the service of others, especially the needy, and the
courage to challenge injustice and hypocrisy whenever they
are harming others. While the sociological term “the common
good” was almost certainly not in vogue in the time of Jesus,
he spent his life and gifts in the service of the whole of
humanity. Moreover, not once do we hear him claiming credit
for the cures he performed or his restoring broken people to
their true dignity.

Implicit in Jesus’ warning about seeking titles is a call to be
wary of some of the privileges that often accompany position
and social importance. Our successes and achievements, like
every other good deed we perform, are God’'s gifts. Our
basking in their glory and accepting the adulation of admirers
become meaningless, for what we do and achieve is
attributable to God. Yet there are times when we can be
trapped into a sense of entitlement because of past
achievements, positions we have held or simply because we
have been blessed with long life.

Opening ourselves to be participants in today’'s readings
involves applying to ourselves the very same challenges that
Jesus put to the scribes and Pharisees, and pondering the
implications of those challenges for living as Christians in the
21st century.

Julian McDonald cfc.AO
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Congratulations to

=

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week

+ Coco Gianikouris
+ Hayden Kim

We pray that their faith may be an important and
integral part of their life.

Our Week

Thursday 9 November
Feast - The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Friday 10 November
Memorial - St Leo the Great

Saturday 11 November
Memorial - St Martin of Tours

HELP DATA PROJECTOR

WANTED | If you are looking for a ministry at

St. Michael’s Church where you can play on
the computer DURING Sunday 6pm service, this may be the
job for you!

We are urgently looking for help on Sunday 6pm Mass
projection. If you are interested please contact the parish
office on 9639 0598 or email
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

LocAL WORLD YOUTH DAY AND
— LEADERS COMMISSIONING MASS:
26 NOVEMBER

g\% -
i\ MINIQTR} Catholic Youth Parramatta invites all
) youth leaders, new school leaders
and young people to the annual Local World Youth Day &
Leaders Commissioning Mass, which will be held on Sunday
26 November (Feast of Christ the King) at 3.30pm at Our
Lady, Queen of Peace Parish, Greystanes. The Youth Mass will
give thanks for the Youth ministry year so far and bless all
leaders for their 2024 ministry year. Family, friends and
community members are all invited to join in this celebration.
For catering purposes, please RSVP to met@parracatholic.org.

MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS

November, the Month of the Holy Souls, is a special time to
pray for the dead.

November Mass Offering envelopes are available in the
narthex and at the doors. The normal offering for these is
$20.00, but if this amount is unmanageable, please place
the amount you can afford in the envelope. These offerings
will be distributed among the priests.

Please print names clearly so that they can be transferred to
a Book of Remembrance which will be kept on the
Sanctuary throughout the month of November. Envelopes
may be put on either plate, in the office mail box or given to
one of the priests.

A Plenary indulgence may be gained for the dead, once only,
by visiting a church on 2 November and praying the Lord’s
Prayer and the Creed. Three conditions are required for
gaining the indulgence: sacramental confession, Eucharistic
communion and prayer for the Pope’s intentions.

9*“? . RESERVE
Y OT ONGABBIE YOUR SEAT
= LEGAL CENTRE i iE NOW!

TLC’s 16TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY
FUNDRAISING DINNER

Saturday 25 November 2023

Venue: Blacktown Leisure Centre, Sentry Drive,
Stanhope Gardens

$120 per person - Book through Humantix
https://events.humanitix.com/tlcdinner

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR 2024/25
AUSTRALIAN YOUNG CATHOLIC

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP

The Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference’s National Centre for
Evangelisation has opened applications
for the 2024/2025 Australian Young
Catholic Women'’s Fellowship. The Fellowship supports eight
young women aged between 25-35 years to be intellectually,
spiritually, emotionally and personally formed for effective
leadership roles in the communities in which they engage.
Applications close Thursday 16 November. A more detailed
outline of the Fellowship can be found at
www.nce.catholic.org.au/womensfellowship. If you would like

SYDNEY SUMMER SCHOOL OF
EVANGELISATION:
7 - 14 JANUARY 2024

Summer School is a week-long, live-in,
life-changing retreat at the Mt Carmel
Retreat Centre in Varroville NSW,
featuring praise and worship, inspiring
talks, engaging liturgy, time to chill &
learn and more in the midst of a
community of 150+ young people aged 16-35. Registrations
open 31 October. Register by 30 November to receive early
bird rates (concession $525/adult $625). More info:
contact@summerschool.org.au. Bookings:
summerschool.org.au

| National Conference: 10 - 12 November
| The Catholic Medical Association

- Australia’s National Conference ‘That they
. may have life: Exploring issues of life and

to learn more, contact Sharon Brewer via
info@nce.catholic.org.au

Catholic Medical Association Australia

truth emerging in modern health care’ will
be held from Friday 10 to Sunday 12
November at St Joseph’s Baulkham Hills.
Member registration is $400, with non-members $500.
Special membership and conference packages available for
doctors, nurses and allied health. To register and learn more,
visit https://catholicmedicine.org
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Parish of Baulkham Hills

PARISH STAFF

Father Wim Hoekstra
Father Jessie Balorio
Deacon Roque Dias
Kimberley Almeida

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest
Assistant Deacons
Youth Ministry

St Michael's Parish Centre (02) 9639 0598
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm
Office Administrator Monica O’Callaghan
Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385
Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm
Secretary Louise Ryall

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153
Email: olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
Homepage: www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

ST MICHAEL'S WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5.30pm

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mon - Fri: 9.15am Sat: 9.00am

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm

OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 6.00pm

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean)

Wed - Fri: 9.30am

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST
Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only)
Please contact the appropriate Parish Office

KOREAN CHAPLAINCY
1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang
Secretary Rita Ryou
Mass LECTORS LECTORS %0 %
Times 05 NOVEMBER 2023 12 NOVEMBER 2023 A U
@?ﬂgy N1/
Saturday |[R. Gc;sper, R. Robb, M. Boldt G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky ZoaXN—
5.30pm | M. D'Souza /&_/
Sunday M. Cameron, C. Worthington,
8.00am | P-'son M. Paimer-Burton, V. Vella | ~*\»® = In your mercy, please remember those
for whom prayers have been asked
Sunday )
S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique J. Van Gend, M. Reefman
10.00 am Recently deceased:
- Cecelia Mulvaney, Karam Antoun
Sunday S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, M. Moloney, M. Moloney, S. Turner
6.00 pm | D. Mascarenhas . .
Anniversaries:

Mass EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS Eddie Lai

Times 05 NOVEMBER 2023 12 NOVEMBER 2023
Saturday | K. McElduff, E. Riches, R. Gosper, |G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, Sick:
5.30 pm |L.Karam, W. Ng L. Domanillo, R. Gosper Pearl Dequena, Angeli Malonzo,

- Greg Hopwood, Tony Maroun, Trent Styles,

gu&;ﬁay M. Atkins, R. Waite, R. McGuiness E/i %Og“rade'E';'Vg P?Lmer'B“”O”' Garry Eldersley, Katherine Izzo,

Hoam - -ameron, B. omi Tony Biddle, Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella,
Sunday - D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis, Nicholas Tadros, Mimi Yeung, Judy Poon,
10.00 am N. Redden, C. Malinis, D. Warren C. Vella Baby Carter McGhie, Kong Su Chong,
Sunda Jamal Kairouz, Cynthia Gomes,

6.00 p{n P. Finnerty, S. Staghnitta, E. Lee N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Debra Price,
Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Salma Lattouf,
ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING 05.11.23 WEEK BEGINNING 12.11.23 Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins,
Joe Maroun, Florgina Henry,
COUNTERS Counters 05.11.23 : Counters 12.11.23 : Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid,
Team 2: K. McElduff Team 3: R. McGuiness Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,
FLOWER |Saturday 11.11.23: Saturday 18.11.23 : Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM
MINISTRY | D. Maglalang, N. Fernando M. Mifsud, L. Laksana
PROJECTOR Weekend 11th/12th November 2023 - Masses: Sat 5:30pm: A. D'Souza
Sun _8am: M. Donnelly 10am: M. Ezzy 6pm: A. Saker
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