
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Church 

 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 15th October 2023 

PARISH NOTES 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

It’s nice to be back after my pilgrimage to Israel and Rome 

and a little sojourn in Egypt. But like many, I am dismayed at 

the events that unfolded in Israel and Palestine last weekend 

and continue to unfold even at this very moment.  We pray 

for those who have died and are injured and pray for a 

speedy solution to this horrific situation. 

 

DIOCESAN SYNOD WEEKEND 

Starting at 5pm this Friday 13th, around 200 members of the 

Diocese of Parramatta will  gather for a full  weekend of 

prayer, reflection, discernment and discussion as the first 

ever Diocesan Synod takes place at St Patrick’s Cathedral 

precinct and CommBank stadium.  
 

The synod will continue on Saturday and Sunday, beginning 

at 8am and finishing at 9pm and 7pm respectively.  
 

As well as Wendy Goonan and Chris Worthington, both  

Fr Jessie and I are delegates and are involved in the Synod, 

and so we are grateful to Father Kevin Walsh who will look 

after all Masses (including Saturday morning) at St Michael’s 

and Fr Eric Skruzny who will celebrate the 6pm at Our Lady of 

Lourdes on Saturday evening and Fr Allan Casquejo who will 

celebrate the 9.30am Mass there. Deacon Roque will be 

available for the weekend. 
 

The Synod Working Document which includes proposals for 

voting became available on Thursday and can be accessed 

here. More details about the Synod can be found after these 

notices. 

 

Please pray for the success of our synod, which will provide a 

future path for our Diocese and our parish. 

 

MASS LINK FOR THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY 

TIME 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Twenty-Eighth 

Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A and available on YOUTUBE 

after that is https://youtube.com/live/FzzxkAf0Pks.  Please 

copy the link into browser if it does not immediately work. 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our 

Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the 

link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of 

Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.  

 

CATECHISTS RECRUITMENT  

Thank you for those who offered their services for the Special 

Religious Education in our state schools – Baulkham Hills 

North, Bella Vista, Crestwood and Jasper Road. Please 

consider this once more, as we would like a few more. 

 

FIRST COMMUNION 

Please keep in your prayers, the children who have begun 

their preparation program to receive the Sacrament of the 

Eucharist next month. 

CATHOLIC CARE KEEPING KIDS IN MIND EDUCATION 
PROGRAM: STARTS 16 OCTOBER  

Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains, in 
partnership with CatholicCare Broken Bay, CatholicCare 

Sydney and CatholicCare Wollongong, are running a five-

week online program via Zoom on supporting children 
following family separation. The course begins with a pre-

session on 16 October from 6pm to 7pm, with a session 
each Monday from 6pm to 8.45pm from 23 October to 20 

November. The cost is $10 for workbooks and minimum 

postage fees. All participants must participate in a pre-group 
interview. For enquiries, please contact (02) 8843 2500 or 

email enquiries@catholiccarewsbm.org.au 
 

MINISTRY OF COMMUNION TO SICK & DYING WORKSHOP: 

21 OCTOBER  

On Saturday 21 October, the MET Worship team will be 
offering an ongoing formation session for Ministry of 

Communion to the Sick and Dying. It will be held from 
9:30am until 2pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 

Blacktown. Morning tea and lunch will be provided. We have 

limited spaces available so please RSVP to Mary by 16 
October at mary.gale@parracatholic.org or 0460 037 795.  
 

DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS: 
29 OCTOBER  

The annual Diocese of Parramatta Wedding Anniversary 

Mass will be held on Sunday 29 October at 11am at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Bishop Vincent will celebrate 

Solemn Mass, followed by a light lunch at the Cathedral Hall. 
All couples celebrating a significant wedding anniversary will 

receive a certificate from Bishop Vincent. Please register your 

name, years of marriage and numbers attending at 
marriage@parracatholic.org or phone (02) 8838 3460 by 20 

October. Family and friends are welcome.  
 

FR ZVONIMIR – BLEIBURG: Massacre of the Croatian people 

1945 

This is the title of Fr Zvonimir’s latest book and covers the 
history of his beloved Croatia, focussing on the suffering of 

the Croatian people, and their neighbours at the end of the 
Second World War. He ends with a chapter on Reconciliation, 

Forgiveness and Peace. The book is priced at $50 and you 

can order directly from Fr Zvonimir via email  
zvonimir@john23rd.org.au and he will arrange delivery to 

you. Brochures are available at the back of the Church.  
 

POPE FRANCIS GENERAL AUDIENCE  

There are no general audience due to a Synod held at the 

Vatican for the month of October. The Pope, bishops and 
other church officials will be gathering to discuss the 

direction of administration. 
  

THE DECEASED 

Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 

 
Recently deceased: Judy Chie 

Anniversaries: Thomas Worrell, Keith Gray, Rodney Dcruz 
 

Fr Wim 

https://catholicoutlook.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231012-Diocesan-Synod-Working-Document.pdf
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SUPPORT DONATIONS 

 

We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with 

the proper recording for the second collection, please include 

your envelope number if you have one. 

 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000004265  

 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  

 Reference 6001 your name 

 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 

support of the Parish,  

 BSB  067 950  

 Account No  000000214 

 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  

 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 

 

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 

 BSB   067 950 

 Acct No  100005310 

 Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 

 Reference  Your name and please email details to  

   admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://

www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills  

Catholic Outlook 
 

DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA SYNOD  
WORKING DOCUMENT 

 

The official working document for the upcoming 
Diocese of Parramatta Synod, which will be held from 
Friday 13 to Sunday 15 October, has been made 
available for all members of the faithful across Western 
Sydney and the Blue Mountains. 
 

The working document, titled ‘Becoming a more 
synodal Church in the Diocese of Parramatta’ is the 
guide for the over 200 elected Members at the first-
ever Synod in the Diocese. 
 

The document is a culmination of the over 1000 
submissions made by over 5000 people about the 
future of the Church in Western Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains. 
 

It highlights six key themes for prayer, discussion and 
reflection and proposed resolutions that the Members 
will vote on throughout the assembly. 
 

These themes are: 
• An inclusive and welcoming Church 
• A humble and healing Church 
• A listening Church 
• A Church renewed in spirit and prayer 
• A Church that reaches to the margins 
• A Church walking together 

The document also includes: 
• An overview of synodality 
• An overview of our Church in Western Sydney 

and the Blue Mountains 
• An overview of synodality in the Diocese of 

Parramatta 
• The journey to our first Synod 
• Observations and reflections from the Synod 

Writing Group 
• A framework for discernment 

 

“The sheer number of stories and experiences where 
people spoke candidly of their concerns, anxieties, 
fears as well as their hopes and dreams has been a 
deep learning and a blessing,” Bishop Vincent Long 
OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta, says in the 
document’s welcome. 
 

“I value each and every person’s input and pray that 
together, we can find unity in diversity, articulate a 
common vision and chart a shared pathway forward.” 
 

In his message, Bishop Vincent hopes the Members 
participate wholly in prayer, listening and discernment 
guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 

“May the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus sent to be our 
advocate, guide us on the journey to truth, life and 
wholeness,” he said. 
 

“May the gifts given to us be unleashed from within 
and find new expressions for the building up of 
Christ’s body and transformation of the world.” 
 

Members of the faith community are encouraged to 
pray, reflect and discern this document, which can 
be downloaded here and on parracatholic.org/
synod2023. 
 

Regular updates on this historic event will be 
provided throughout the assembly days on our 
Diocese of Parramatta Facebook and Instagram pages 
and on Catholic Outlook. 
 

We invite all members of our faith community to 
attend both the opening Mass on Friday evening at 
7pm and the closing Mass on Sunday evening at 6pm, 
both held at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. These 
Masses will be livestreamed on the Diocese of 
Parramatta’s YouTube channel  
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Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could 

stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel.  

 

First Reading Is 25:6-10 

the Lord of hosts will prepare for all people 

a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines, 

of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. 

On this mountain he will remove 

the mourning veil covering all peoples, 

and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 

he will destroy Death for ever. 

The Lord will wipe away 

the tears from every cheek; 

he will take away his people's shame 

everywhere on earth, 

for the Lord has said so. 

That day, it will be said: See, this is our God 

in whom we hoped for salvation; 

the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 

We exult and we rejoice 

that he has saved us; 

for the hand of the Lord 

rests on this mountain.  
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my 

life. 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me 

repose. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my 

drooping spirit . (R.) 

2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his 

name. If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil 

would I fear. You are there with your crook and your 

staff; with these you give me comfort . (R.) 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my 

foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is 

overflowing . (R.) 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the 

days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 

for ever and ever . (R.) 

 

Second Reading Phil 4:12-14, 19-20 

I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich too. I 

have been through my initiation and now I am ready for 

anything anywhere: full stomach or empty stomach, 

poverty or plenty. There is nothing I cannot master with the 

help of the One who gives me strength. All the same, it 

was good of you to share with me in my hardships. In 

return my God will fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus, as 

lavishly as only God can. Glory to God, our Father, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes 

of our heart that we might see how great is the hope to 

which we are called. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Mt 22:1-14 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: 

‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

gave a feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to 

call those who had been invited, but they would not come. 

Next he sent some more servants. “Tell those who have 

been invited” he said “that I have my banquet all 

prepared, my oxen and fattened cattle have been 

slaughtered, everything is ready. Come to the wedding.” 

But they were not interested: one went off to his farm, 

another to his business, and the rest seized his servants, 

maltreated them and killed them. The king was furious. He 

dispatched his troops, destroyed those murderers and 

burnt their town. Then he said to his servants, “The 

wedding is ready; but as those who were invited proved to 

be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite 

everyone you can find to the wedding.” So these servants 

went out onto the roads and collected together everyone 

they could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall 

was filled with guests. When the king came in to look at 

the guests he noticed one man who was not wearing a 

wedding garment, and said to him, “How did you get in 

here, my friend, without a wedding garment?” And the 

man was silent. Then the king said to the attendants, 

“Bind him hand and foot and throw him out into the dark, 

where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” For 

many are called, but few are chosen.’  

 

Communion Antiphon 

The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who seek 

the Lord lack no blessing. 

 

Next Sunday:  

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Is 45:1, 4-6; 1 Thess 1:1-5; Mt 22:15-21 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
                   By Brendan Byrne SJ  
 
Uniting the First Reading and the Gospel as common 
theme today is the sense of invitation to a banquet. The 
First Reading, from Isaiah 25:6-10, speaks of God’s 
designs for humanity under the image of a splendid 
banquet to which they are invited. The banquet is to 
take place ‘on this mountain’, that is, Mount Zion in 
Jerusalem and so, in first place, Israel is in view. But the 
banquet is not for Israel alone: the ‘mourning veil’ and 
‘shroud’ covering all peoples will be wiped away and the 
Lord will ‘destroy Death for ever’. Read in the light of 
the Christian Gospel, what is being promised here is 
nothing less than human freedom from mortality in an 
ultimate sense and a pledge that all would share the 
eternal life of God. Every human life, then, is a life lived 
in the hope of this invitation to the ‘banquet’ of eternal 
life. 
 
The parable of the Wedding Banquet that makes up the 
Gospel, Matthew 22:1-14, is the Matthean version of a 
parable that appears in rather different forms in the 
early tradition (cf. Luke 14:15-24). Matthew has made 
the parable a kind of allegory of salvation history. The 
wedding feast represents the fullness of salvation, the 
bridegroom the Son of God (Jesus). The servants sent 
one after the other to issue invitations represent, first, 
the prophets sent to Israel in the Old Testament era, 
then Christian missionaries. These go out first to Israel 
once more. When again Israel fails to respond, they are 
told to invite those ‘on the crossroads’ – the Gentiles. 
The final scene where the king notices a guest not 
wearing a wedding garment and orders him to be cast 
out, brings the allegory to a close. It evokes the last 
judgment, when the mixture of good and bad in the 
Christian community will be sorted out.  
 
Matthew presents the parable in this form to help his 
community understand and come to terms with 
unexpected and troubling things that had occurred: the 
‘No’ of the bulk of Israel to the message of the Gospel, 
the existence of bad, as well as good, in the community 
of the Church. Having Jesus tell the parable in this way 
shows that all had been foreseen and foretold by him 
and therefore should not cause too great dismay or loss 
of faith. 
 
That said, it must be admitted that the parable in its 
Matthean form has several troubling features. In 
preaching, we should be wary of allowing our hearers to 
identify the king in the parable with God or to see his 
violent and vengeful behaviour as the way God acts. As 
in all his parables, Jesus simply takes illustrations from 
life as it is, neither commending nor deploring the 
behaviour involved but simply using the way people 

(including kings) behave to illustrate what he wants to 
convey. 
 
Hearers of the Gospel will also wonder why a poor 
unfortunate brought in without warning ‘from the 
crossroads’ is treated so harshly for not wearing a 
wedding garment. How could he have had time to get 
one – even if it was something he could afford! Once 
again, allegory has rather spoilt the realism of the story. 
As noted already, this final episode has to do with the 
problem of good and bad in the Christian community. 
You don’t have to be good to get into the community of 
the Kingdom: God’s invitation is a great net of grace 
that envelops all. But, once within, people have to allow 
themselves to be transformed by the grace they have 
received; their subsequent good works will constitute 
the ‘wedding garment’ required for the banquet. The 
man without a wedding garment represents people 
inside the community who have not responded to 
grace. The parable makes the point that, though the 
community may have to put up with bad behaviour for a 
while, there will come a time of judgment when such 
recalcitrants will be called to reckoning and expulsion 
from the ‘banquet’. 
 
In this way, a parable that originally reflected upon 
Israel’s failure to respond to Jesus has been given a 
meaning for members of the Church. All God’s intent for 
us is to share with us the riches of  the ‘banquet’ of life. 
But God’s graciousness and generosity should not be an 
excuse for complacency. Our lack of cooperation can 
exclude us from the banquet.  
 
Finally, we should note the Semitic idiom in the 
concluding comment: ‘Many’ (= ‘all’) are called, ‘few’ (= 
‘not all’) are ‘chosen’ (= persevere to the end); it is 
possible to exclude oneself from the banquet of life. 
 
The Second Reading, Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20, 
coheres with the main ‘banquet’ theme at least in its 
expression of Paul’s confidence in the ‘lavishness’ with 
which God will reward the generosity of the Philippians.  

 From LiturgyHelp 



Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Then the king said to his servants: “The wedding is ready; 
but as those who were invited have proved to be unworthy, 
go to the crossroads in the town and invite to the wedding 
everyone you can find.” So those servants went out onto the 
roads and collected together everyone they could find, bad 
and good alike, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
When the king came in to look at the guests, he noticed one 
man who was not wearing a wedding garment, and said to 
him: “How did you get in here, my friend, without a wedding 
garment?” And the man was silent.    Matthew 22: 1-14   

 
Today’s gospel-reading gives us a 
puzzling parable which, at one level, is 
an allegory of the boundless 
beneficence and magnanimity of a God 
who wants us all to enjoy the total 
satisfaction of eternal life with one 
another in heaven. The parable is 
supported by the first reading from 

Isaiah who, to describe heaven, used the image of a magnificent 
banquet with an endless supply of the finest food and wine. What 
strikes me as surprising is the decision by the important and well-
to-do people not only to decline God’s invitation but to brutalise 
and kill God’s servants (the long line of prophets, the last of 
whom was Jesus himself) who brought the invitation. Jesus 
proceeded to point out that God’s goodness was boundless to 
the extent that nobody was to be excluded and the invitation was 
to be extended to everybody, to the good, the bad and the misfits 
alike. Then, comes the surprise; the king (the God of extravagant 
kindness who welcomes everybody) ejects a guest who has no 
wedding gown. How do we make sense of that? Did Jesus 
include that in his telling of the parable or is it an addition from 
Matthew, the scribe? 
 
All of us are gratified by the realisation that we are on God’s 
invitation list irrespective of our success and failure. Decent 
people that we strive to be, we set our sights on doing our best to 
imitate Jesus and reflect God’s love to our world. We all have 
taken seriously the urgings of teachers, preachers and parents to 
dedicate our lives to making a difference. Our politicians 
repeatedly tell us that they are intent on making a difference in 
our community. We have heard speakers at university and 
school graduations urging our young people to focus on using 
their gifts and talents to make a difference. That rhetoric is code 
for tackling some of the many class, social and gender 
inequalities that are rampant in society. Today’s parable is the 
third one that Matthew has attributed to Jesus in the week 
leading up to Jesus’ mistrial, torture and execution. All that might 
leave us wondering what kind of difference Jesus made to his 
society. There were many who ignored or rejected him. 
 
We have to remember that Matthew wrote his Gospel for a 
community that was just finding its way and shaping its identity. 
Within the parable there seem to be veiled references to 
significant happenings in Jewish history. The killing of servants 
by those who declined the invitation looks to be a reference to 
how God’s prophets were ignored and mistreated by the Jewish 
people over centuries. The reference to the punishment visited 
on those ungrateful and murderous invitees looks like a 
reference to the destruction of the Temple in the year 70AD. The 
invitation to all the ordinary people gathered from the town 
streets to come to the party is a clearer reference to the many 
gentiles who were part of Matthew’s community. Interestingly, the 
Greek word that Matthew uses for “gathered/gathering” is 
synegagon  -  suggesting that his community is the new 
synagogue whose people were a mixture of both good and bad.  
 
But we still have a puzzle with the eviction of the guest without a 
wedding garment. He was one of those who had been rounded 
up to ensure there was a full complement of guests at the party. 
Does his eviction suggest that this God of extravagance was a bit 
precious? To posit that would be a contradiction of what the 
parable is all about. What then is the significance of a guest 
without a wedding garment? Surely, those who were collected 
from the streets would have taken time to spruce themselves up 
for such an important event. The one who didn’t do that was able 
to give the king neither an excuse nor an explanation. He clearly 

did not appreciate the significance of the event which he had 
gate-crashed. He turned up but apparently did not want to have 
anything to do with the king and his son. He was given the same 
kind of treatment as the arrogant, up-market people who refused 
the invitation in the first place. I suggest that Matthew included 
this part of the parable as a wake-up call to his community, 
reminding them that their baptism, their inclusion in the 
community meant serious commitment to following Jesus. They 
were not in the community simply to make up the numbers. A 
robe or garment was associated with baptism in the infant 
Church. In the baptism ritual or immediately after it, the newly 
baptised person was presented with a white robe, signifying the 
new commitment he or she had just made. Baptism into Christ is 
a commitment to make a difference to our world by reflecting 
something of the compassion, tolerance, acceptance, 
forgiveness and mercy that Jesus Christ lived and proclaimed in 
his life. That’s the robe needed by Christians for making a 
difference. 
 
The great Indian leader Gandhi echoed that in an expression for 
which he is now lauded: “Be the difference you want to see in the 
world!” The true meaning of baptism is really more than just 
making a difference. It means opening ourselves to be made 
different by the mind and heart of Jesus Christ. To what extent 
have I allowed Jesus and my relationship with him to make a 
difference in me? In today’s second reading we hear Paul 
reminding the Christian community of Philippi that the 
compassion and support they extended to him in his hardships 
were a clear indication that they wore their baptism robes with 
authenticity. 
 
The banquet to which we are invited now is the celebration of 
Eucharist. Aware that none of us deserves the invitation, we 
proclaim our unworthiness. But the invitation is not withdrawn. 
That in itself is a reminder to us to stop and ponder just how we 
welcome one another to Eucharist and to reflect on who are the 
people we consciously or inadvertently exclude. Moreover, if 
participation in the Eucharistic banquet is not something we 
relish, there’s something we are missing. Do we realise its 
significance, what it really is all about?  
 
I conclude with a story which I believe complements today’s 
parable. It was submitted in 2002 to the magazine Spirituality and 
Health by Courtney Cowart, a researcher into the aftermath of 
the destruction of the Twin Towers in New York. It is entitled 
“Voices from Ground Zero”. Below is an extract from that article: 
 
Researchers in New York are collecting the stories and 
memories of the brave men and women who worked at ground 
zero to rescue and recover the victims. One such man was 
Joseph Bradley. Joe is a crane operator who in his youth had 
helped to build the World Trade Center. When he heard of the 
disaster, he went to his union and volunteered. They sent him to 
the site with a crane. No one in particular was in charge, but then 
in his own words: “A fire chief said he’d like to clear a debris field 
three feet deep with heavy iron on top…four or five ironworkers 
showed up and we went to work. Like a miracle, 25 firefighters 
showed up. And so, they worked through the long and difficult 
day. “I prayed for darkness because I couldn’t handle what I was 
seeing. After a long time of working, I was sitting on the curb with 
my head in my hands. It was the middle of the night. That’s when 
the Salvation Army kids and the Covenant House kids appeared 
in their sneakers with their pink hair and belly buttons showing 
and bandanas tied around their faces. One little girl was pushing 
a shopping cart full of eyewash through the muck. They came 
with water and cold towels and took my boots off and put dry 
socks on my feet. And then, as I was walking back home, a 
bunch more of these kids, all pierced and with multicoloured hair 
had made a little makeshift stage. And they started to cheer as 
we came out, and suddenly, I realized it was for me. I never 
identified with these people before, but I started crying and I cried 
for blocks… have been a construction worker all my life… I never 
knew anything about Episcopalians or Presbyterians or gays or 
people with nuts and bolts through their cheeks or pink hair, but 
now I know them all. We’re not the heroes - they are the heroes. 
They’ve cried and prayed for me out loud. I never thought I’d 
have family like this one.”  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



MASTERCLASS FOR SPONSOR MARRIED 

COUPLES: 19 OCTOBER  
The Diocese is looking to more deeply accompany 

couples preparing to be married. Have you been 

married for more than 5 years? Committed to living the 

sacrament of Marriage? Willing to give time limited assistance 

to couples preparing for marriage? Join us for a Masterclass 

on Thursday 19 October at 7.30pm at the Bishop Bede 

Heather Centre, Blacktown, on Sponsoring engaged couples in 

your Parish using the SmartLoving Engaged Online program.   

To book your attendance in-person or via Zoom or to ask 

further questions, please email marriage@parracatholic.org or 

phone Marisa on (02) 8838 3460.  

 

 

 
 

Become a Catechist,  
 

A Special Religious Education teacher! 
 

What is an SRE or Catechist? 

 

Special Religious Educators (SREs) also known as Catechists 

are parish volunteers who: 

 

• Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of their 

parish who attend government schools. 

• Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with young 

people. 

• Have an hour per week to prepare and share their time 

and talents with young people. 

• Are people who respond to the central mission of the 

Church to make Jesus known and loved. 

 

In this parish Special Religious Educators, SREs (previously 

known as Catechists) go into 4 state primary schools, in 

school hours. New volunteer SREs will be given support, 

training, authorised teaching materials and will start as a 

classroom helper. 

 

To register your interest or make further enquiries visit or call 

Alain Vella 0406 103 010 or email humeliving35@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

  Sophia Young 
 

who was baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 
 

We pray that her faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
Tuesday 17 October 

Memorial - St Ignatius of Antioch 

 

Wednesday 18 October 

Feast - St Luke  

DATA PROJECTOR 
 

If you are looking for a ministry at  

St. Michael’s Church where you can play on 

the computer DURING Saturday 5:30pm, Sunday 10am and 

6pm service, this may be the job for you!  
 

We are urgently looking for help on Saturday 5:30pm, Sunday 

10am and 6pm Mass projection.  If you are interested please 

contact the parish office on 9639 0598 or email 

admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish, in conjunction with Jesuit 

Refugee Services, is hosting a Table Talk event on 

Wednesday, 08 November, 7:00-9:00pm in the Cathedral 

cloister hall. This Table Talk is a powerful community 

expression of sharing and learning around the refugee space 

in Australia.  

The event has free entry, with online bookings via the QR 

code on the attached flyer. There will be refreshments 

available and parking will be available onsite.  

125TH ANNIVERSARY CATHEDRAL ORGAN 

CONCERT: 12 NOVEMBER  
St Patrick's Cathedral Organists, Choir and 

Guest Performers will present an array of 

performances at a Gala Concert to celebrate the 125th 

anniversary of St Patrick's Cathedral Organ. The Concert will 

be held on Sunday 12 November from 3pm at St Patrick’s 

Cathedral. Tickets can be purchased via this link https://

www.trybooking.com/CLUFN or at the door. For more 

information, contact hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org  

FREE FIRSTCPR TRAINING VOUCHERS 
16 October is World Restart a Heart Day, a global 

initiative to raise awareness about the 

importance of CPR. FirstCPR, to which the 

Diocese of Parramatta is an organisation 

member, is offering a free training voucher for people wishing 

to learn CPR. To receive the voucher, contact the FirstCPR 

team by emailing warc.firstcpr@sydney.edu.au with the 

subject ‘WRAH Day CPR training voucher’.  

For more information, contact warc.firstcpr@sydney.edu.au or 

call 0412 369 519.  
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mailto:humeliving35@gmail.com
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A life changing opportunity for those  

considering becoming a Catholic Christian.   

The journey begins on 29th October 2023  

in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.   

If you or anyone you know is interested 

please contact Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385  

or Brad 0418 619 510 by 25 October 2023. 

  

Monica & Brad  
  

It begins with an awareness...or stirring  

in one’s heart for something more.   

It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.   

Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,  

and justice within the community of the Catholic Church. 



Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those 
for whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently deceased:  
Judy Chie 

 

Anniversaries:  
Thomas Worrell, Keith Gray, Rodney Dcruz 

 

Sick: 
Pearl Dequena, Angeli Malonzo,  

Greg Hopwood, Tony Maroun, Trent Styles, 

Garry Eldersley, Katherine Izzo,  

Tony Biddle, Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella, 

Nicholas Tadros, Mimi Yeung, Judy Poon, 

Baby Carter McGhie, Kong Su Chong, 

Jamal Kairouz, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, 

Debra Price, Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, 

Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf,  

Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, 

Joe Maroun, Florgina Henry,  

Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid, 

Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,  

Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM 

Mass  

Times 
LECTORS 

 15 OCTOBER 2023 

LECTORS 

 22 OCTOBER 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
E. Riches, P. Sladen, C. Vella N. Donnelly, L. Gonsalves, C. Ryan 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr 

M. McLoughlin, V. Diago, 

A. Sullivan 

Sunday  

10.00 am 

C. Burton, A. Mantaring, 

S. Mantaring 

S. Anderson, L. Tedesco, 

B. Fabri 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg A. Goonan, A. Hay, I. Lazer 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 15 OCTOBER 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 22 OCTOBER 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, L. Karam, 

L. Domanillo 

K. McElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, 

W. Ng 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

T. Barnes, A. Lockwood, S. Espiritu, 

B. Smith 

B. Baguradzki, M. Cameron, 

P & M Zammit, R McGuiness 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis 

D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis, 

C. Vella 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins, 

L. Dela Cruz 
N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  15.10.23 WEEK BEGINNING  22.10.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 15.10.23  :   

Team 7 :  P. Kocsis 

Counters 22.10.23  :   

Team 8 :  T. Dalton 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 21.10.23 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

Saturday 28.10.23 : 

M. Medvidovic, R. O’Donnell 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 21st/22nd Oct 2023 -  Masses:       Sat    5:30pm:  L. Fernandes 

Sun    8am:   J. Mariadassou      10am:   M. Almeida         6pm: Y/T Menezes    

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
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