
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Church 

 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – 08th October 2023 

PARISH NOTES 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY MASSES AT OLOL WILL 

RECOMMENCE ON OCTOBER 11 

We welcome Fr Wim back from his annual leave.  

  

SYNOD NOVENA – WEEK 9 REFECTION AND PRAYER 

This week – week 9 - the reflection and prayer follow 

these notices. The prayer will also be recited at all 

masses as a conclusion to the prayers of the faithful. 

 

MASS LINK FOR THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 

ORDINARY TIME 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A 

and available on YOUTUBE after that is https://

youtube.com/live/J72TcfXyHq4. Please copy the link 

into browser if it does not immediately work. 

 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm 

from Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing 

afterwards via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK 

links via the Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.  

 

CATECHISTS RECRUITMENT – THIS WEEKEND 

Thank you for those who offered their services for the 

Special Religious Education in our state schools – 

Baulkham Hills North, Bella Vista, Crestwood and 

Jasper Road. Please consider this, as we would like a 

few more. 

 

HSC MASSES – THIS WEEKEND 

This will take place at Our Lady of Lourdes on Saturday 

7 Oct at the 6pm Mass and St Michael’s on Sunday 8 

Oct at the 6pm Mass. All year 12 students in the parish 

are invited to attend. 

PUBLIC ROSARY – NEXT SATURDAY 14TH OCTOBER 

To commemorate the Miracle of the Sun at Fatima, a 

nationwide ‘chain’ of Public Rosaries will be held on 

14th October. 

 

The Public Rosary rallies are again being organised by 

Australia Needs Fatima with the intention of giving a 

public demonstration of our love and devotion to Our 

Blessed Mother, and to pray for her urgent message at 

Fatima will spread further and be heeded throughout 

Australia and the world. 

 

The Public Rosary will be held at 10.30pm on Saturday 

14th October at George Suttor Memorial Park, next 

door to the Hills Bowling Club, Old Northern Road, 

Baulkham Hills. For more details contact John Vassett 

0410 139 759 

 

BISHOP’S PASTORAL LETTER ON THE REFERENDUM OF 

THE VOICE 

This follows after the Reflection on the Synod  

 

PROJECT 24 – RENOVATING OLD ST MICHAEL’S 

Please continue to make donations towards this 

project. Details towards the end of this bulletin. Please 

advise transfer details (amount, name and date) to 

admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au, so we can keep 

a record of donations. 

 

FR ZVONIMIR – BLEIBURG: Massacre of the Croatian 

people 1945 

This is the title of Fr Zvonimir’s latest book and covers 

the history of his beloved Croatia, focussing on the 

suffering of the Croatian people, and their neighbours 

at the end of the Second World War. He ends with a 

chapter on Reconciliation, Forgiveness and Peace. The 

book is priced at $50 and you can order directly from 

Fr Zvonimir via email zvonimir@john23rd.org.au and 

he will arrange delivery to you. Brochures are available 

at the back of the Church.  

 

https://youtube.com/live/J72TcfXyHq4
https://youtube.com/live/J72TcfXyHq4
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:zvonimir@john23rd.org.au


POPE FRANCIS GENERAL AUDIENCE – TO BE 

ANNOUNCED 

There are no general audience due to a Synod held at 

the Vatican for the month of October. The Pope, 

bishops and other church officials will be gathering to 

discuss the direction of administration. 

 

Events will be held during the month of October 

however public events are still to be confirmed. 

  
THE DECEASED 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have 
been requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased: Judy Chie 
 
Anniversaries: Thomas Worrell, Ib Petersen,  
Achu Joseph, Jennifer McLaurin, Stella Frenna,  
Hippol Fernandes, Toni Redden, Mae Vieyera  
 
Fr Wim/Fr Jessie 
 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 
 BSB  067 950 
 Acct No  100005310 
 Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 
 Reference  Your name and please email details 
to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA SYNOD NOVENA 

WEEK 9 - Oct 08 
 

REFLECTION 

Mission….We need to avoid [becoming closed persons] 

by making the Church constantly go out from herself, 

keeping her mission focused on Jesus Christ, and her 

commitment to the poor” (Evangelii Gaudium, 97). 

Only a heart open to mission can ensure that 

everything we do, ad intra and ad extra, is marked by 

the regenerating power of the Lord’s call. Mission 

always involves passion for the poor, for those who are 

“in need”, not only of things material, but also spiritual, 

emotional and moral. Those who hunger for bread and 

those who hunger for meaning are equally poor. The 

Church is summoned to reach out to every form of 

poverty. The Church is called to preach the Gospel to 

everyone, since all of us are poor; all of us are, in one 

way or another, needy. But the Church also reaches 

out to the poor because we need them: we need their 

voice, their presence, their questions and criticisms. A 

person with a missionary heart feels the absence of 

his brother or sister, and, like a beggar, accosts him or 

her. Mission makes us vulnerable. This is beautiful, 

that mission makes us vulnerable. It helps remind us 

that we are disciples and it makes us rediscover ever 

anew the joy of the Gospel.  

 

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE 

ROMAN CURIA Benediction Hall Thursday,  

23 December 2021 

  

Pause for reflection 

 

PRAYER 

O God, who always walks with us on the journey of life, 

we call upon you to lead us forth united. Bless and 

guide our Diocesan Synod. Keep us anchored in your 

love. 

 

Open our hearts as we listen and discern. Reveal to us 

the way we are called to go out into the deep. Give us 

the courage to pursue the mission with bold humility. 

 

May we experience renewal in our local Church today, 

and  for  generations  to  come.  We ask this  prayer 

through Jesus Christ, who in the power of the Holy 

Spirit continues to guide your Church, to the fullness of 

your Kingdom now, and forever. Amen. 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 

 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, pray for us.  

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


27 September 2023  

The Feast of St Vincent de Paul 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

The Referendum on October 14th, 2023 on the Voice to Parliament will be a critical moment in the life of our nation. It will 

have implications for what kind of society we want ourselves to be. 

 

I believe that just as a YES vote to the Referendum in 1967 (which recognised First Nations People as part of the Australian 

population) was, a heart-felt YES to the Voice is a YES to a better future for Australia. Indeed, a more civilised and gracious 

response to a history littered with violence is hard to imagine. 

 

For despite much progress since European settlement, we must redress the near destruction of our First People’s ancient 

spirituality and culture. The Church was regrettably complicit in this. 

 

Enabling our First Nations People to have a say on the issues that affect them is a matter of the heart, common sense and 

justice. Six years ago, the Uluru Statement from the Heart was issued from the physical heart of our country. The First Nations 

leaders invite us to join them on a journey of hope. They speak about the painful reality that so many of their children face. 

They describe this reality as “the torment of our powerlessness”. The Voice to Parliament is one significant step which will 

empower them to participate in the process of ending this torment. 

 

It will also acknowledge the unique place that First Nations People have. They are not another cultural group or interest group 

like migrants who have come to this country, for a better life or as farmers or miners or small business people. They have a 

relationship with this country that no other group of Australians has. They have lived sustainably and cared for the land, 

waterways, plants and animals for over 60,000 years. Non-Indigenous Australians are beneficiaries of their rich heritage, 

wisdom, culture and spirituality. 

 

It is unacceptable that there should exist a growing divide between Indigenous and Non- Indigenous Australians. The 

Closing the Gap Report makes this painfully clear. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Peoples are the most disadvantaged 

and marginalised people in Australia. 

 

We cannot be comfortable with the status quo when it is linked to the oppression of the past. I believe we must be guided by 

the principles of social justice and address the legacy of dispossession that places our Indigenous People in an entrenched 

institutional and intergenerational disadvantage. It is the work of the Gospel community to create policies and practices, 

institutions and culture in which “the lowly are raised and the hungry are filled with good things” (Mary’s Magnificat in Luke 

1:52-53). 

 

Pope St John Paul II reminded us in his address: “The Church in Australia will not be fully the Church that Jesus wants her to 

be until you, the Aboriginal people, have made your contribution to her life and until that contribution has been joyfully 

received by others.” (Alice Springs, 29 September 1986, para. 13) Similarly, we will not be a fully mature nation until the 

unique place of our Indigenous brothers and sisters is enshrined, celebrated and strengthened. 

 

Whatever the outcome of the referendum, we must continue the work of justice, healing, reconciliation and recognition of our 

First Nations People. We need to walk with them, day by day, and work with them to bring about change for the better - for their 

people and for all of us. Strengthening our relationship with our Indigenous brothers and sisters is integral and indeed critical to 

the strengthening of the whole nation. 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ,  

 

 

 

 

Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv STL DD 

Bishop of Parramatta 





Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, and 

there is none that can resist your will. For you have made 

all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held 

within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

 

First Reading Is 5:1-7 

Let me sing to my friend 

the song of his love for his vineyard. 

My friend had a vineyard 

on a fertile hillside. 

He dug the soil, cleared it of stones, 

and planted choice vines in it. 

In the middle he built a tower, 

he dug a press there too. 

He expected it to yield grapes, 

but sour grapes were all that it gave. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

and men of Judah, 

I ask you to judge 

between my vineyard and me. 

What could I have done for my vineyard 

that I have not done? 

I expected it to yield grapes. 

Why did it yield sour grapes instead? 

Very well, I will tell you 

what I am going to do to my vineyard: 

I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on, 

and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on. 

I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; 

overgrown by the briar and the thorn. 

I will command the clouds 

to rain no rain on it. 

Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 

is the House of Israel, 

and the men of Judah 

that chosen plant. 

He expected justice, but found bloodshed, 

integrity, but only a cry of distress.  
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel. 

1. You brought a vine out of Egypt; to plant it you drove 

out the nations. It stretched out its branches to the 

sea, to the Great River it stretched out its shoots. (R.) 

2. Then why have you broken down its walls? It is 

plucked by all who pass by. It is ravaged by the boar of 

the forest, devoured by the beasts of the field. (R.) 

3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down from 

heaven and see. Visit this vine and protect it, the vine 

your right hand has planted. (R.) 

4. And we shall never forsake you again: give us life that 

we may call upon your name. God of hosts, bring us 

back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

(R.) 

 

Second Reading Phil 4:6-9 

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you 
need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and 

thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much 

greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts 

and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, fill 

your minds with everything that is true, everything that is 

noble, everything that is good and pure, everything that we 

love and honour, and everything that can be thought 

virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep doing all the things that 

you learnt from me and have been taught by me and have 

heard or seen that I do. Then the God of peace will be with 

you. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I call you friends, says the Lord, because I have made 

known to you everything I have learnt from my Father. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Mt 21:33-43 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the 

people, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a man, a 

landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round, 

dug a winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased it to 

tenants and went abroad. When vintage time drew near he 

sent his servants to the tenants to collect his produce. But 

the tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed 

another and stoned a third. Next he sent some more 

servants, this time a larger number, and they dealt with 

them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them. 

“They will respect my son,” he said. But when the tenants 

saw the son, they said to each other, “This is the heir. 

Come on, let us kill him and take over his inheritance.” So 

they seized him and threw him out of the vineyard and 

killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, 

what will he do to those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will 

bring those wretches to a wretched end and lease the 

vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the produce to 

him when the season arrives.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have 

you never read in the scriptures: 

It was the stone rejected by the builders 

that became the keystone. 

This was the Lord’s doing 

and it is wonderful to see? 

‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from 

you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.’  

 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul that 

seeks him. 

 

Next Sunday:  

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Is 25:6-10; Phil 4:12-14, 19-20; Mt 22:1-14 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
                   By Richard Leonard SJ 
 
Aside from the Second Reading, all elements of today’s 
scriptural offerings cohere around the image of the 
vineyard. But the First Reading, the Responsorial Psalm 
and the Gospel take up the image in rather different ways, 
even if in all three cases it is clear that the vineyard 
represents Israel. 
 
The First Reading, from Isaiah 5:1-7, seems to record a 
‘song’ or poem the prophet has composed for a close 
friend who has had a disappointing experience with a 
vineyard. The prophet then uses his friend’s experience 
with the vineyard as an allegory of God’s experience with 
Israel, imaged, as so often, as the Lord’s ‘vineyard’.  
 
The landowner’s love for his vineyard and his eager 
anticipation of enjoying its fruits is shown by all the 
measures taken to ensure its productivity: located on a 
fertile hillside (rich soil and good drainage); cleared of 
stones; planted with the choicest vines; guarded by a 
watchtower and protective wall; a winepress ready to 
process its produce as soon as it is ready. How 
unexpected, then, the yield of sour grapes. How 
understandable the disappointment of the owner and the 
destructive measures he takes, in such contrast to the love 
and care he had shown before. 
 
The application of the ‘song’ to Israel – in both positive and 
negative respects – is obvious and telling. Israel has 
received from God all the love and protection suggested 
by all landowner’s activity in regard to the vineyard. God 
has looked, then, to receiving a rich return on all this 
attention. But instead of ‘justice’ and ‘integrity’, the only 
produce is ‘bloodshed’ and ‘a cry of distress’.  
 
Remarkable here is the way in which the image serves the 
prophetic concern that the faithfulness and love Israel has 
received from God should have been reproduced as social 
justice in all its forms. Instead, what has resulted is the 
‘sour grapes’ of violence against the vulnerable and cries 
from the poor who have been wronged. In this way, the 
reading gives a response and explanation to the question 
uttered in the Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 79[80]): ‘Why 
have you broken down its walls?’ It is not external forces 
that have ravaged the vineyard (now, more specifically 
‘the vine’) but corruption – lack of social justice – within. 
 
The parable that makes up almost all the Gospel, Matthew 
21:33-43, clearly picks up several features of Isaiah’s ‘song’ 
of his friend’s vineyard. Once again, the ‘vineyard’ is Israel 
but how, exactly, Jesus meant the parable to be 
understood and how we should interpret and explain 
today are matters of considerable delicacy. This is one of 
four or five texts in the Gospels most open to anti-Semitic 
or anti-Jewish readings and proclamation. 
 

While it is not all that easy to discern the exact shape of 
the parable as told by Jesus, we can be fairly sure that he 
told it against the religious leadership in Jerusalem in his 
day. They have resisted the prophetic messengers sent by 
God, the last of whom was himself; they have shown 
themselves to be usurpers, attempting to control and 
retain for themselves the vineyard (Israel) and its produce 
(the life of the people). The arrival of the Kingdom (or 
Rule) of God will mean for them dispossession and 
retribution. 
 
Subsequently, the early Church retold the parable in the 
light of its knowledge of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus and its belief in his status (God’s Son). Strongly 
colouring its understanding of the parable is its bitter 
awareness of the ‘No’ given to the Gospel by the great 
bulk of Israel and its keen sense of itself, made up of both 
Jewish and Gentile believers, as the community (literally, 
‘nation’) to whom the Kingdom is now being given (v 43). 
Through the continuing presence of the risen Lord 
(‘Emmanuel’) to the end of the age (1:23; 28:20), they can 
and ought produce the ‘fruits’ that God desires from the 
‘vineyard’. 
 
Today, we can move on from the early community’s 
preoccupation with the ‘No’ of Israel and concentrate, as 
the First Reading suggests, upon the ‘fruits’ that God looks 
to see produced within a new vineyard. The parable gives 
no grounds for Christian triumphalism at Jewish expense. 
God has made the ‘rejected’ stone, the crucified and risen 
Lord, the cornerstone of the ‘building’ (the ‘vineyard’ 
image changes to an architectural one) that is the 
community of the Church. The question for us is whether 
the ‘song’ (Isaiah 5:1) sung over the vineyard is one of 
delight or disappointment. Inevitably, a bit of both. But, in 
either case, it will always be a song of the Friend’s love for 
the vineyard. 
 
The attractive exhortation Paul provides in the Second 
Reading, Philippians 4:6-9, offers guidance for maintaining 
peace on both an individual (peace within) and communal 
level. 

 From LiturgyHelp 



Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Yes, God’s vineyard is the House of Israel,  and the 

people of Judah that chosen plant.”                Isaiah 5: 1-7 

“I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken 

from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.” 

Matthew 21: 33-43 

 

The parable Jesus presented 

in  today’s  gospel-reading 

presents us in these days 

with  a  considerable 

challenge  because  of  the 

prevalence of violence in it. 

That  can trap us into  the 

role of observers of the unrestrained violence at large in 

our  contemporary  world  with  the  accompanying 

temptation to set about analysing the causes of such 

violence. A second trap about this parable is to allow 

ourselves to be drawn into thinking only that it is an 

allegory of the way in which Jesus, the Son of God was 

tortured and murdered by those who showed no respect 

to either him or his Father. We need to remind ourselves 

that Jesus would not even contemplate telling a parable 

that even hinted that he was looking for sympathy for 

himself for the way in which he would eventually  be 

treated by those who could not accept that he was the 

Messiah, God’s anointed. 

 

Paul, well-versed as he was in the Jewish Scriptures, knew 

that, while Scripture was meant for study and analysis, it 

was intended for application to and integration into our 

day-to-day living. In today’s second reading, we hear him 

making that very point to the members of the Christian 

community in Philippi. And that’s the relevance of that 

reading for us, too. The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews 

made the same point in stating: “The word of God is alive 

and  active… nothing  or  nobody  is  impervious  to 

it.” (Hebrews 4: 12)   

 

In today’s gospel-reading, we see Jesus doing exactly the 

same by taking a parable from the prophet Isaiah and 

pointing out its relevance to the lives of the people who 

had gathered to listen to him. What then is the relevance 

of this parable for us today and how are we meant to be 

participants in it rather than mere observers of it?  

 

To answer those questions, let’s begin with the parable 

which Jesus borrowed from Isaiah and adapted for the 

audience he was instructing. Isaiah presented his parable 

through the voice of a balladeer and then explained the 

song that the balladeer had sung. The song was about the 

dedication of a man who planted a vineyard and invested 

all his energy and care into developing it into the vineyard 

of his dreams. But his dreams were shattered when, 

despite all his tender care, the vines yielded only sour 

grapes. The vineyard owner could no longer hold out hope 

for his project and lost heart. The balladeer then stepped 

aside and invited the equivalent of a Greek chorus to 

interpret  the parable in  these words:  “The treasured 

vineyard which belongs to the Lord of hosts is the House 

of Israel, and the people of Judah those chosen vines. The 

Lord of hosts expected a crop of justice but saw them 

murdering each other; expected a yield of integrity but 

heard only the moans of victims” (Isaiah 5: 7). 

 

In today’s gospel-reading we learn how Jesus took Isaiah’s 

vineyard parable and reshaped it  into the story of a 

landowner who leased his precious property to tenant 

farmers who then  presumed that they could easily take 

ownership of the property by murdering the landowner’s 

servants and son.  

 

Jesus, however, did not step into the role of the chorus in 

Isaiah’s parable. He left his audience to puzzle over its 

meaning. So long as we choose to interpret just who the 

tenants and servants represented, we will stay in the role 

of observers. How then might we apply Jesus’ parable to 

ourselves and take on the role of participants?  

 

I would like to suggest that just as Jesus had adapted 

Isaiah’s parable to comment on how leaders of his day 

had failed to care for God’s treasured people of Israel, 

Pope Francis has taken Jesus’ parable and applied it to 

us, challenging us to look at our failure to act responsibly 

in our role of stewardship of the earth that has been 

entrusted to our care. In Laudato Si, his encyclical letter 

of 2015, Francis left us in no doubt that we have failed in 

our responsibility to care for our “common home” the 

earth, the treasured vineyard which God has entrusted to 

us. From its opening paragraphs, Laudato Si confronts us 

with both criticism of our failure and challenge to right our 

errant behaviour. We cannot escape the label of negligent 

tenants who have failed to be accountable for the sacred 

trust placed in us. Pope Francis has named us for the 

arrogance  we have  exhibited when  he  describes  the 

treatment we have meted out to the Earth: “We have 

come to see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled 

to plunder her at will. The violence present in our hearts, 

wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of 

sickness evident in the soil, in the water and in all forms 

of life” (Laudato Si #2) 

 

Having published Laudato Si in May 2015, Pope Francis 

proceed in September of that same year to call us all to 

participate in a “World Day of Prayer for the Care of 

Creation”, echoing some of Paul’s sentiments expressed 

in today’s second reading: “There is no need to worry; but 

if there is anything you need , pray for it, asking God for it 

with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God 

which is so much greater than we can understand, will 

guard  your  hearts  and  your  thoughts  in  Christ 

Jesus” (Philippians 4: 6-7). 

 

Over centuries, prophets filled the role of servants of God 

calling the people of Israel and their leaders to live up to 

the responsibilities they had been given. Many of those 

prophets were ridiculed and beaten. Jesus was at the end 

of a long line of prophets but, despite the treatment 

meted out to him, was successful in ushering in the 

kingdom of God. Pope Francis is a modern-day prophet 

calling us all to conversion of heart, the very first step 

required of us if we are to assume our responsibility in 

actively caring for our common home. We cannot be 

participants in today’s readings and remain unchanged. 

Up to us, then, to decide what our tenancy role 

responsibilities will look like and to act on them.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



A Parish HSC Prayer 

 

Heavenly Father, we bring 

before you our HSC students. 

Give them the gifts of 

wisdom, right judgement, 

knowledge and courage.  

Bless them with calm hearts 

and clarity of mind as they 

sit for their exams. May they 

be affirmed in their efforts 

and may they know that you 

are there with them. We pray 

that they will stay calm 

under pressure and work to 

the best of their ability.  

May they feel your loving 

presence in their lives,  

now and always,  

and may they be 

strengthened by the 

prayerful support of us, their 

parish community.  

We ask this in the name of 

Jesus Christ your Son,  

who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit,  

now and forever.  

Amen 

A Student’s HSC Prayer 

 

Lord, you have loved me into 

life and I thank you.  

In this exam period,  

give me a calm heart and 

quiet confidence in the 

knowledge that you hold me  

in the palm of your hand.  

Bless me with keen 

understanding and  

a retentive memory.  

Give me the ability to grasp 

things correctly,  

and express myself clearly.  

Help me to look beyond this 

time of exams and see clearly 

whatever you are calling me  

to be in life.  

Show me my gifts and talents 

and help me to have the 

courage to use them  

to love others,  

to give you glory and to leave 

this world a better place.  

Amen 



MARY MACKILLOP AUSTRALIAN PILGRIMAGE 

17/10 - 28/10/2023 

The Sisters of Saint Joseph have prepared an 

Australian Pilgrimage, “In the Footsteps of Mary 

MacKillop” commencing in Melbourne on 17 October, 

journeying through Victoria and South Australia, and ending at 

Mary MacKillop Place, North Sydney on 28 October 

2023.  During the pilgrimage we visit many places associated 

with Mary MacKillop’s life and ministry. For itinerary and 

application form please contacted 

national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au or on 89124818. 

 

 

 
 

Become a Catechist,  
 

A Special Religious Education teacher! 
 

What is an SRE or Catechist? 

 

Special Religious Educators (SREs) also known as Catechists 

are parish volunteers who: 

 

• Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of their 

parish who attend government schools. 

• Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with young 

people. 

• Have an hour per week to prepare and share their time 

and talents with young people. 

• Are people who respond to the central mission of the 

Church to make Jesus known and loved. 

 

In this parish Special Religious Educators, SREs (previously 

known as Catechists) go into 4 state primary schools, in 

school hours. New volunteer SREs will be given support, 

training, authorised teaching materials and will start as a 

classroom helper. 

 

To register your interest or make further enquiries visit or call 

Alain Vella 0406 103 010 or email humeliving35@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 
Congratulations to  
 

  Celeste Masina 
 

who was baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 
 

We pray that her faith may be an important and  
integral part of their life. 

DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARY MASS: 29 OCTOBER  
The annual Diocese of Parramatta 

Wedding Anniversary Mass will be held on 

Sunday 29 October at 11am at  

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta.  

Bishop Vincent will celebrate Solemn Mass, followed by a light 

lunch at the Cathedral Hall. All couples celebrating a 

significant wedding anniversary will receive a certificate from 

Bishop Vincent. Please register your name, years of marriage 

and numbers attending at marriage@parracatholic.org or 

phone (02) 8838 3460 by 20 October. Family and friends are 

welcome.   

PUBLIC ROSARY 
 

Join us for a nationwide rosary 

chain on Saturday 14th October at 

10.30am in George Suttor 

Reserve, Old Northern Road next door to the Hills Bowling 

Club, to honour Our Lady and request God’s blessing for 

Australia. 

 

For details please contact John Vassett on 0410 139 759 

CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF OUR  

FIRST-EVER DIOCESAN SYNOD!  
 

All members of the faithful young 

and young at heart are invited to 

celebrate the beginning of the first-

ever Diocesan Synod at LIFTED Live 

in the Forecourt: Bridge to the 

Synod on Thursday 12 October at St 

Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta 

from 6.30pm. We’re inviting our entire Diocesan community 

to experience and celebrate our young Church with live music, 

prayer, stalls, games and more!  

 

A special Healing Mass with guest, Fr John Iacono C.S at  

Holy Name of Mary Parish, Rydalmere, Friday 13 October.   

  

Everyone, of all ages, are welcome and invited to receive the 

healing power of God. There will be confession, the recitation 

of the Holy Rosary, a candlelight procession, documentary of 

the life of Fr. John, and the celebration of Holy Mass. Clergy 

who wish to concelebrate the Mass are asked to bring white 

vestments.   

   

For attendance purposes, if you could kindly RSVP to 

admin@holymary.org.au, that would be greatly appreciated.  

 

The funeral Mass of Judy Chie will be held 
on Tuesday 10th October at 11am in  

St Michael’s Church. 

mailto:pilgrimage@mmp.org.au
mailto:humeliving35@gmail.com
mailto:Humeliving35@gmail.com
mailto:marriage@parracatholic.org
mailto:admin@holymary.org.au


  
  

A life changing opportunity for those  

considering becoming a Catholic Christian.   

The journey begins on 29th October 2023  

in the Parish of Baulkham Hills.   

If you or anyone you know is interested 

please contact Monica 9639 0598, Louise 9639 8385  

or Brad 0418 619 510 by 25 October 2023. 

  

Monica & Brad  
  

It begins with an awareness...or stirring  

in one’s heart for something more.   

It could be a curiosity or a sense of longing for fulfilment.   

Maybe it’s God calling you to explore the life of faith, love,  

and justice within the community of the Catholic Church. 



Social Justice Issues 
 
We invite you to pray the following prayers for God’s guidance and support in the following Social 
Justice issues currently being pursued by St Vincent de Paul Society. 
 
Homelessness 
 
Dear Lord 
There are so many out there with no place to call home and little to eat. You know where each of 
them is. In the name of Jesus we ask you to keep our brothers and sisters from physical and 
emotional harm and fill their hearts with hope as they walk their difficult paths. 
Holy Spirit we ask  that you open avenues for each one of us to assist them towards a place of peace 
and security. 
We pray from Psalm 82:4 - Rescue the weak and homeless from the powerful hands of heartless 
people.  
Amen 
 
The Voice to Parliament 
 
The St Vincent de Paul Society supports the call from the First nations Peoples of Australia for 
recognition in the Australian Constitution as set out in the Uluru Statement from the Heart. We ask 
that our supporters read and review our Bishop’s Pastoral Letter attached to this bulletin, and the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Social Justice Statement 2023-24 at https://
socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2023/08/22/social-justice-statement-2023-24/ and make an informed 
decision on how to vote in the Referendum on 14 October 2023 taking into consideration the views 
of our Bishops, and the teachings of Our Lord Jesus which form the basis of our faith. 
 
(Prayer by the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council) 
Dear Lord 
We invite all Australians to join their Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Brothers and Sisters in 
prayer. 
We pray for a bright and just shared future for all who call Australia home. We ask that Your grace of 
acceptance and compassion will guide us. 
Let the Creator Spirit lead our journey with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of this 
land. May we share Your Spirit more deeply and celebrate the gifts You have given us. 
Help us appreciate true harmony and peace just as our Old People did. Keep us strong, make us 
resilient and remember us in this time. 
Now is an opportunity to change our Nation’s history for the better. Walk with us as we write a new 
chapter together and may we be one in Your love.  
Amen 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes St Vincent de Paul Conference 

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2023/08/22/social-justice-statement-2023-24/
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2023/08/22/social-justice-statement-2023-24/


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Wed - Fri:  9.30am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those 
for whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently deceased:  
Judy Chie 

 

Anniversaries:  
Thomas Worrell, Ib Petersen, Toni Redden, 

Mae Vieyera, Achu Joseph, Stella Frenna, 

Jennifer McLaurin, Hippol Fernandes 

 

Sick: 
Pearl Dequena, Angeli Malonzo,  

Greg Hopwood, Tony Maroun, Trent Styles, 

Garry Eldersley, Katherine Izzo,  

Tony Biddle, Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella, 

Nicholas Tadros, Mimi Yeung, Judy Poon, 

Baby Carter McGhie, Kong Su Chong, 

Jamal Kairouz, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, 

Debra Price, Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, 

Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf,  

Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, 

Joe Maroun, Florgina Henry,  

Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid, 

Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,  

Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM 

Mass  

Times 
LECTORS 

 08 OCTOBER 2023 

LECTORS 

 15 OCTOBER 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky E. Riches, P. Sladen, C. Vella 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

M. Cameron, C. Worthington, 

G. Machado 
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
J. Van Gend, M. Reefman 

C. Burton, A. Mantaring, 

S. Mantaring 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
M. Moloney, M. Moloney, S. Turner N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 08 OCTOBER 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 15 OCTOBER 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

K. McElduff, D. Rodrigues,  

L. Karam,E. Riches 

G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari, L. Karam, 

L. Domanillo 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

T Barnes, M. Palmer-Burton, 

S. Espiritu, C. Harding 

T. Barnes, A. Lockwood, S. Espiritu, 

B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 
J. Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis J. Banayos, M. Ignacz, C. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
P. Finnerty, E. Lee, R. Borg 

J. Macey, R. Macey, S. Haskins, 

L. Dela Cruz 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  08.10.23 WEEK BEGINNING  15.10.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 08.10.23  :   

Team 6 :  K. Cope 

Counters 15.10.23  :   

Team 7 :  P. Kocsis 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 14.10.23 : 

D. Maglalang, N. Fernando 

Saturday 21.10.23 : 

M. Mifsud, L. Laksana 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 14th/15th October 2023 -  Masses:       Sat    5:30pm:    S. Yao 

Sun    8am:     D. Grech        10am:      G. Wongso          6pm:    A. Saker 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
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