
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Church 

 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 01st October 2023 

PARISH NOTES 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING STARTS THIS WEEKEND 
This year, daylight saving commences at 2.00am on Sunday 1st 
October. Please turn your clocks forward one hour before you 
go to bed on Saturday. 
 

NO WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY MASSES AT OLOL TILL 
OCTOBER 11 
Fr Wim is currently on leave “Quo Vadis Domine” pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land and Rome on Tuesday 5th September, returning 
in early October. 
 

There will be no Wednesday or Thursday Masses at Our Lady 
of Lourdes October 11. Friday and weekend Masses will 
continue as usual. 
 

During my time away, Fr Bob Anderson and Fr Philip Alesin will 
be helping out on Fridays and weekends respectively. 
 

SYNOD NOVENA – WEEK 8 REFECTION AND PRAYER 
This week – week 8 - the reflection and prayer follow these 
notices. The prayer will also be recited at all masses as a 
conclusion to the prayers of the faithful. 
 

MASS LINK FOR THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY 
TIME 
The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Twenty-sixth 
Sunday of Ordinary Time – Year A and available on YOUTUBE 
after that is https://youtube.com/live/aBF3qsey0Ik. Please 
copy the link into browser if it does not immediately work. 
 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from Our 
Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards via the 
link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the Parish of 
Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.  
 

HOLY HOUR – FRIDAY 6th OCTOBER 
7:30pm to 8:30pm – St Michael’s Church – come and pray, 
mediate and sing. 
 

HSC MASSES 
This will take place at Our Lady of Lourdes next Saturday 7 Oct 
at the 6pm Mass and St Michael’s next Sunday 8 Oct at the 
6pm Mass. All year 12 students in the parish are invited to 
attend. 
 

CATECHISTS RECRUITMENT WEEKEND – 7th and 8th OCTOBER 
Thank you for those who offered their services for the Special 
Religious Education in our state schools – Baulkham Hills North, 
Bella Vista, Crestwood and Jasper Road. Please consider this, as 
we would like a few more. 
 

PROJECT 24 – RENOVATING OLD ST MICHAEL’S 
Please continue to make donations towards this project. Details 
towards the end of this bulletin. Please advise transfer details 
(amount, name and date) to  
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au, so we can keep a record 
of donations. 

FR ZVONIMIR – BLEIBURG: Massacre of the Croatian people 
1945 
This is the title of Fr Zvonimir’s latest book and covers the 
history of his beloved Croatia, focussing on the suffering of the 
Croatian people, and their neighbours at the end of the Second 
World War. He ends with a chapter on Reconciliation, 
Forgiveness and Peace. The book is priced at $50 and you can 
order directly from Fr Zvonimir via email 
zvonimir@john23rd.org.au and he will arrange delivery to you. 
Brochures are available at the back of the Church.  
 
POPE FRANCIS GENERAL AUDIENCE ON WEDNESDAY 27 
SEPTEMBER 2023 
This follows after the Reflection on the Synod. 
 
THE DECEASED 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 

Recently deceased: Judy Chie, Sam Radanovich,  
Caroline Franco, Joyce James 
 

Anniversaries: Keith Gray, Josephine Govindammal,  
John Salloum, Shirley Simmons, Aileen Pankhurst, Mario Dator, 
Shiranee Lokuge 
 
Fr Wim/Fr Jessie 
 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist with 
the proper recording for the second collection, please include 
your envelope number if you have one. 
 

For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 

For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – for 
support of the Parish,  
 BSB  067 950  
 Account No  000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 

For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 
 BSB  067 950 
 Acct No  100005310 
 Acct Name  Old St Michael’s Reno 
 Reference  Your name and please email details to  
  admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link https://
www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 

https://youtube.com/live/aBF3qsey0Ik
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:zvonimir@john23rd.org.au
mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills


DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA SYNOD 

NOVENA 

WEEK 8 - Oct 01 
 

REFLECTION 

Communion ... This does not have to do with majorities 

or minorities; essentially, it is based on our 

relationship with Christ. We will never have an 

evangelical style in our respective settings unless we 

put Christ back in the centre, not this or that party 

opinion: Christ at the centre. Many of us work 

together, but what builds communion is also the ability 

to pray together, to listen together to God's word and 

to construct relationships that go beyond work and 

strengthen beneficial relations between us by helping 

one another. Otherwise, we risk being nothing more 

than strangers working in the same place, competitors 

looking to advance or, worse yet, forging relationships 

based on personal interests, forgetting the common 

cause that holds us together. This creates divisions, 

factions and enemies, whereas cooperation demands 

the magnanimity to accept our own partiality and to be 

open to working in a group, even with those who do 

not think as we do. In cooperation, people work 

together, not for some extraneous purpose, but 

because they have at heart the good of others and, 

consequently, of the entire People of God whom we 

are called to serve. Let us not forget the real faces of 

people. Let us not forget our roots and the concrete 

faces of those who were our first teachers in the faith. 

 

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE 

ROMAN CURIA Benediction Hall Thursday, 23 

December 2021 

  

Pause for reflection 

 

PRAYER 

O God, who always walks with us on the journey of life, 

we call upon you to lead us forth united. Bless and 

guide our Diocesan Synod. Keep us anchored in your 

love. 

 

Open our hearts as we listen and discern. Reveal to us 

the way we are called to go out into the deep. Give us 

the courage to pursue the mission with bold humility. 

 

May we experience renewal in our local Church today, 

and for  generations  to  come.  We ask  this  prayer 

through Jesus Christ, who in the power of the Holy 

Spirit continues to guide your Church, to the fullness of 

your Kingdom now, and forever. Amen. 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 

 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, pray for us.  

POPE FRANCIS GENERAL AUDIENCE  

ON WEDNESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2023 
 

The Apostolic Journey to Marseille for the “Rencontres Méditerranéennes” 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 

I went to Marseille at the end of last week to participate in the conclusion of 

the Rencontres Méditerranéennes (Mediterranean Meetings), which 

involved Bishops and mayors from the Mediterranean area, along with 

numerous young people, so that their outlook would be open to the future. 

In fact, the event that took place in Marseille was called “Mosaic of Hope”. 

This is the dream, this is the challenge: that the Mediterranean might 

recover its vocation, that of being a laboratory of civilization and peace. 
 

As we know, the Mediterranean is the cradle of civilization and a cradle is 

for life! It is not tolerable that it become a tomb, neither should it be a place 

of conflict. The Mediterranean Sea is the complete opposite of the clash 

between civilizations, war, human trafficking. It is the exact opposite 

because the Mediterranean is a means of communication between Africa, 

Asia, and Europe; between the north and the south, the east and the west, 

persons and cultures, peoples and tongues, philosophies and religions. Of 

course, the sea is always an abyss to overcome in some way, and it can 

even become dangerous. But its waters safeguard treasures of life; its 

waves and its winds carry vessels of all types. 
 

From its eastern shore, two thousand years ago, the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

departed. Of course, this [the proclamation of the Gospel] does not happen 

magically, neither is it accomplished once and for all. It is the fruit of a 

journey in which each generation is called to travel a piece, reading the 

signs of the times in which it lives. 
 

The meeting in Marseille comes after similar meetings that took place in 

Bari in 2020, and in Florence last year. It was not an isolated event, but a 

step forward on the itinerary that began with the “Mediterranean Colloquia” 

organized by Giorgio La Pira, the Mayor of Florence, at the end of the 

1950s. It is a step forward to respond today to the appeal launched by 

Saint Paul VI in his Encyclical Populorum progressio, to promote “a more 

humane world community, where all can give and receive, and where the 

progress of some is not bought at the expense of others.” (n. 44). 
 

What came out of the Marseille event? What came out is an outlook on the 

Mediterranean that I would call simply human, not ideological, not strategic, 

not politically correct nor instrumental; no, human, that is, capable of 

referring everything to the primary value of the human person and his or her 

inviolable dignity. Then, at the same time, a hopeful outlook came out. 

Today, this is surprising– when you hear testimonies from those who have 

lived through inhuman situations, or who have shared them, and they 

themselves give you a “profession of hope”. And also a fraternal outlook. 
 

Brothers and sisters, this hope, this fraternity must not “evaporate”; no, 

rather, it needs to be organized, concretized through long, medium and 

short-term actions so that people, in complete dignity, can choose to 

emigrate or not to emigrate. The Mediterranean must be a message of 

hope. 
 

But there is another complementary aspect: hope needs to be restored to 

our European societies, especially to the new generations. In fact, how can 

we welcome others if we ourselves do not first have a horizon open to the 

future? How can young people, who are poor in hope, closed in on their 

private lives, worried about managing their own precariousness, open 

themselves to meeting others and to sharing? Our societies, many times 

sickened by individualism, by consumerism and by empty escapism, need 

to open themselves, their souls and spirits need to be oxygenized, and then 

they will be able to read the crisis as an opportunity and deal with it 

positively. 
 

Europe needs to retrieve passion and enthusiasm. And I can say that I 

found passion and enthusiasm in Marseille: in its Pastor, Cardinal Aveline; 

in the priests and consecrated persons; in the faithful laity dedicated to 

charity, to education; in the People of God who showed great warmth during 

the Mass in the Vélodrome Stadium, I thank all of them and the President 

of the Republic, whose presence testified that all of France was paying 

attention to the event in Marseille. May Our Lady, whom the people of 

Marseille venerate as Notre Dame de la Garde, accompany the journey of 

the peoples of the Mediterranean so that this region might become what it 

has always been called to be – a mosaic of civilization and hope.  

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/events/event.dir.html/content/vaticanevents/en/2023/9/22/viaggio-marsiglia.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2023/outside/documents/marsiglia-2023.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2023/outside/documents/marsiglia-2023.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/events/event.dir.html/content/vaticanevents/en/2020/2/23/visita-bari.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_26031967_populorum.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2023/documents/20230923-marsiglia-omelia-messa.html


Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with 

true judgement, for we have sinned against you and not 

obeyed your commandments. But give glory to your 

name and deal with us according to the bounty of your 

mercy. 
 

First Reading Ezekiel 18:25-28 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: 

‘You object, “What the Lord does is unjust.” Listen, you 

House of Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not what you 

do that is unjust? When the upright man renounces his 

integrity to commit sin and dies because of this, he dies 

because of the evil that he himself has committed. 

When the sinner renounces sin to become law-abiding 

and honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to 

renounce all his previous sins; he shall certainly live; he 

shall not die.’  
 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Remember your mercies, O Lord. 

1. Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me 

your paths. Make me walk in your truth, and teach 

me: for your are God my saviour. (R.) 

2. Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you you 

have shown from of old. Do not remember the sins 

of my youth. In your love remember me, because of 

your goodness, O Lord. (R.) 

3. The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to 

those who stray, he guides the humble in the right 

path; he teaches his way to the poor. (R.) 

 

Second Reading Phil 2:1-11 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can 

persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in common, 

or any tenderness and sympathy, then be united in your 

convictions and united in your love, with a common 

purpose and a common mind. That is the one thing 

which would make me completely happy. There must be 

no competition among you, no conceit; but everybody is 

to be self-effacing. Always consider the other person to 

be better than yourself, so that nobody thinks of his 

own interests first but everybody thinks of other 

people’s interests instead. In your minds you must be 

the same as Christ Jesus: 

His state was divine, 

yet he did not cling 

to his equality with God 

but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave, 

and became as men are; 

and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name 

which is above all other names 

so that all beings 

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 

I know them, and they follow me. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Mt 21:28-32 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the 

people, ‘What is your opinion? A man had two sons. He 

went and said to the first, “My boy, you go and work in 

the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not go,” but 

afterwards thought better of it and went. The man then 

went and said the same thing to the second who 

answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not go. Which of the 

two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said 

to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, tax collectors and 

prostitutes are making their way into the kingdom of 

God before you. For John came to you, a pattern of true 

righteousness, but you did not believe him, and yet the 

tax collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing 

that, you refused to think better of it and believe in 

him.’ 

 

Communion Antiphon 

Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by which 

you have given me hope. This is my comfort when I am 

brought low. 

 
Next Sunday:  

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Is 5:1-7; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43 



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
                   By Richard Leonard SJ 
 
At first glance, not perhaps the most promising readings 
this week! Even the usual link between the reading from 
the Old Testament and the Gospel is not all that easy to 
find. What the readings do seem to have in common is 
the theme of personal responsibility for salvation. While 
salvation is from beginning to end the product of divine 
grace, we are free to say ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ to God’s 
invitation. God wants us to share eternal life as friends 
drawn by love, rather than puppets pulled by strings. And 
– the readings today suggest – God is prepared to take 
from us a lot of ‘No’s’ in the hope that finally our freedom 
to say ‘Yes’ will prevail. 
 
The First Reading, from Ezekiel 18:25-28, actually sets 
this direction, even if, seen out of context as it is here, it 
seems to take us into a rather grim world. Preachers 
would in fact be advised to read the whole of Ezekiel 
chapter 18 to see what the prophet is trying to say. He is 
vigorously challenging the notion that people are 
punished for the wrongdoing of their parents – an idea 
that Jesus himself had to refute in his day (see John 9:2-
3). Ezekiel is making two points of capital significance in 
the development of biblical faith. The first is that of 
individual responsibility: no one is punished or deprived 
of life for wrongdoing they did not themselves commit. 
The second has to do with conversion: conversion from 
an evil pattern of life turns a person’s destiny completely 
towards the positive outcome that God – far from 
wanting to punish – longs to bring about. 
 
Of course, even this more attractive message needs 
careful handling. Bad things happen to good people – 
creating a problem that other writers in the Old 
Testament, notably the author of Job, felt obliged to 
address. When evil befalls a person, it is always foolish to 
conclude that they are being punished; suffering is the lot 
of virtuous and evil alike.  
 
Without removing the mystery of suffering in people’s 
lives, the New Testament takes the issue of salvation to a 
transcendent level: one’s personal decision and pattern of 
life can affect whether one comes to share or miss out on 
eternal life with God. 
 
The brief parable that makes up most of the Gospel, 
Matthew 21:28-32, can be understood on various levels. 
In Jesus’ own context it probably served to defend his 
practice, shocking to the religious authorities, of 
celebrating the discovery of God’s mercy with those 
considered outcasts and sinners. In respect to such 
people, Jesus’ fidelity to the will of his Father involves his 
acting inclusively rather than exclusively. At a deeper 
level, the parable powerfully makes the point that what 
God looks to – and can wait with infinite patience for – is 

the final outcome in people’s lives. God can put up with 
an initial ‘No’ and a lot of other ‘No’s’ besides on the way 
to a final and lasting ‘Yes’. On the other hand, people who 
appear religious and obedient from the start may never 
have sufficiently plumbed the depth of God’s mercy to 
know God as God really is. Conversion at depth gives the 
capacity to say ‘Yes’ with an abundance of freedom that 
overflows into a pattern of life truly reflective of God’s 
grace. A judgmental attitude towards others may indicate 
lack of true conversion and real knowledge of God: 
something that may keep such people waiting at the 
door, while those they have thought far less worthy enter 
before them.   
 
What will ultimately determine fitness for eternal life is 
conformity of the human heart to the heart of God. None 
of us could ever amass sufficient good works to merit 
even a second of life with God. The latter will be God’s 
gift in abundance if only we have grown – sometimes in 
the course of a very winding and to-and-fro life journey – 
into the capacity to receive it. 
 
It is here perhaps that the Second Reading, from 
Philippians 2:1-11, does have some bearing on the theme. 
It contains one of the great treasures of the New 
Testament: the very early ‘Christ-Hymn’ that Paul quotes 
in order to remind the community in Philippi that the 
heart of good community relations is a sharing of the 
‘mind’ (disposition) of Christ. At all three stages of his 
‘career’, so to speak – pre-existent life with God; earthly 
life; exalted risen life – Christ displayed self-emptying 
love, something that issued forth in an ‘obedience unto 
death’, even to the extremity of the cross. This is what 
being ‘in a divine state’, being ‘equal to God’, meant. 
Christian community life ought be energised by the 
overflow of divine love that wells up within them through 
their existence ‘in Christ’.    

 From LiturgyHelp 



Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can 

persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in common, or 

any tendencies and sympathy, then be united in your 

convictions  and united in  your  love,  with  a  common 

purpose and a common mind. That is the one thing which 

would make me completely happy.”           Philippians 2: 1-

11 

 

Then Jesus said to the chief priests and elders: “Tax 

collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God 

before  you.  When John came to  you in  the  way of 

righteousness,  you  did  not  believe  him;  but  the  tax 

collectors and prostitutes did.”          Matthew 21: 28=32 

 

I  feel  sure that  many of  us 

would have heard the story of 

an  early  primary-school  little 

girl by the name of Anna, who, 

early one morning during the 

school holidays, settled down 

on the lounge-room floor with 

her crayons and a large sheet 

of white paper. In next to no 

time, she was concentrating on drawing a picture. When 

her older brother came into the room and saw what she 

was doing, he asked: “Anna, what’s that you’re doing?” 

With an air of confidence, Anna responded: “Well, I’m 

actually drawing a picture of God!” After only a moment’s 

pause, the young lad replied: “But, Anna, nobody knows 

what  God  looks  like.”  Without  missing  a  beat,  Anna 

responded with equal confidence: “They will when I’ve 

finished here!” 

 

While it’s true that most of us have not directed out 

attention to drawing a picture of God, it’s equally true that, 

when  we  take  time  to  pray,  we  have  in  our  minds 

something of a construct of the God to whom we have 

turned  our  attention.  It’s  not  likely  to  be  a  pictorial 

construct, but rather some thoughts or images of how we 

envision love or mercy or compassion or forgiveness or 

other qualities we have come to attribute to God. Over 

time and from the exposure we have had to religious 

rituals, to praying prayers we have learned by heart, to 

looking at statues of Jesus and the saints, and singing 

hymns,  we  have  distilled  for  ourselves  an  individual 

“theology” and an approach to God with which we have 

become comfortable. 

 

Today’s  second  reading  from  Paul’s  letter  to  the 

Philippians gives us an insight into how Paul came to 

envisage God who, he explained, was reflected in the 

person  of  Jesus.  We also  know from our  reading  of 

Scripture that the author of John’s Gospel and the Letters 

of John came to envisage God in a slightly different way. 

For example, John stated without qualification: “God is 

love!” Moreover, he added: “And anyone who lives in love 

lives in God, and God lives in her/him” (1 John 4: 16). 

 

Like young Anna drawing her picture of God, Paul and John 

have given us their word-pictures of God, drawn from their 

experience  of  how  God  was  depicted  in  the  Jewish 

scriptures and how they experienced Jesus personally or 

had Jesus described to them by those who had seen him 

in action during his public ministry. In the reading we hear 

from Philippians today, Paul proceeded to state that the 

extent of Jesus’ love for humanity was such that  he 

relinquished the privileges that belong to divinity and, 

instead, became a slave even to the extent of dying on the 

Cross for all of humankind. 

 

During  his  lifetime,  Jesus  had  stated  that  the 

distinguishing mark of  those who would follow in his 

footsteps would be love. He had pointed out to those who 

came  to  him  for  guidance  in  life  that  the  greatest 

commandment was to love God and to love others as 

oneself.   Paul  had  stated  without  hesitation  to  the 

Philippians and to everyone who would be a disciple of 

Jesus: “If you genuinely want to know what God looks like, 

all you need to do is look at Jesus who lived the great 

commandment to love as no other had lived it before or 

after him.” 

 

Christians through the centuries, while pointing to love as 

a priority, have struggled to live love in practice. Today’s 

gospel-reading  built  on  the  parable  of  the  two  sons 

demonstrates the frustration Jesus experienced in dealing 

with the chief priests and elders who failed to match their 

rhetoric with genuine love for the people to whom they 

claimed  to  reach  out  in  love  and  compassion.  So 

frustrated was he with them that he told them that the 

most notorious of sinners would be welcomed to the 

kingdom of God ahead of them. 

 

That same message is put to each of us, for we, too, 

struggle to reach out in love and compassion, especially to 

those closest to us. Moreover, that’s a challenge that has 

been directed to us repeatedly in the Gospels and in 

literature  as  well.  For  example,  Russian  novelist 

Dostoevsky, after exploring the attempts at love pursued 

by his principal characters Fyodor Karamazov and his 

three sons Dimitri, Ivan and Alyosha, concluded: “Love in 

action is a harsh and dreadful thing compared to love in 

dreams.” And the French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre was 

even more cutting in his play, No Exit when he stated 

acerbically:  “Hell  is  other  people!”  We  know  from 

experience that the kind of love that Paul encourages us 

to integrate into our way of relating, when he urges us to 

“put on the mind of Christ Jesus”, involves setting aside 

self-interest, and putting first the needs of those with 

whom we live and work.  We all yearn for love but are slow 

to pay the “hard and dreadful cost” of putting others 

ahead of ourselves. We prefer to live with a sense of being 

entitled to respect, tolerance and deference from those 

around us. We know the invitation to serve rather than be 

served but we allow ego and self-importance to intrude. 

We can tell ourselves again and again that God loved us 

first by loving us into life and by sending Jesus to identify 

with us as our brother in the fullness of our humanity and 

by going ever farther in spending his life for us. We 

effectively acknowledge the love of God expressed to us in 

Jesus only by reaching out in love to all our brothers and 

sisters without stinting. The second brother in the parable 

of today’s gospel-reading baulked at that but even though 

he expressed his resistance, he experienced a metanoia 

and brought himself to pay the price of love in action. 

Today’s readings say to each of us: “Can you imitate that 

second son?” 

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION 
Eucharistic Adoration will take place at   

St Michael’s Church every first Friday of the 

month from 7:30 to 8:30pm.  
 

All are welcome! 
 

The next event is on Friday 6 October 

 

 

 
 

Become a Catechist,  
 

A Special Religious Education teacher! 
 

What is an SRE or Catechist? 
 

Special Religious Educators (SREs) also known as Catechists 

are parish volunteers who: 

• Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of their 

parish who attend government schools. 

• Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with young 

people. 

• Have an hour per week to prepare and share their time 

and talents with young people. 

• Are people who respond to the central mission of the 

Church to make Jesus known and loved. 
 

In this parish Special Religious Educators, SREs (previously 

known as Catechists) go into 4 state primary schools, in 

school hours. New volunteer SREs will be given support, 

training, authorised teaching materials and will start as a 

classroom helper. 
 

To register your interest or make further enquiries visit or call 

Alain Vella 0406 103 010 or email humeliving35@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

  Capri Armeni 
  Penny Jacobs 
 Joseph Skillicorn 
 Sonny Vergos 

 

who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 

Our Week 
 

Monday 2 October 

Memorial - The Holy Guardian Angels  

 

Wednesday 4 October 

Memorial - St Francis of Assisi  

 

Saturday 7 October 

Memorial - Our Lady of the Rosary 

CATHOLIC CARE CIRCLE OF SECURITY 

EDUCATION PROGRAM: STARTS 11 OCTOBER  
Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue 

Mountains is running an online parenting series 

via Zoom for parents or caregivers of children 

from birth to 18 to make sense of what your child is really 

asking from you, and how to strengthen the parent-child 

relationship. The sessions will run each Wednesday from 

10am to 12.30pm from 11 October to 29 November. The cost 

is $105, with discount or free training offers available to 

eligible families.  

To register and for enquiries, please call (02) 8843 2500 or 

email enquiries@catholiccarewsbm.org.au  

CATHOLIC CARE KEEPING KIDS IN 

MIND EDUCATION PROGRAM: 

STARTS 16 OCTOBER  
Catholic Care Western Sydney and 

the Blue Mountains, in partnership with CatholicCare Broken 

Bay, CatholicCare Sydney and CatholicCare Wollongong, are 

running a five-week online program via Zoom on supporting 

children following family separation. The course begins with a 

pre-session on 16 October from 6pm to 7pm, with a session 

each Monday from 6pm to 8.45pm from 23 October to 20 

November. The cost is $10 for workbooks and minimum 

postage fees. All participants must participate in a pre-group 

interview. For enquiries, please contact (02) 8843 2500 or 

email enquiries@catholiccarewsbm.org.au  

First Friday Morning Tea at  

St Michael’s! 
 

There will  be a cup of tea in the Downey Room 

after morning Mass on Friday 6 October.   

All are welcome!  

 

Anointing of the seriously sick 
 

Will take place on Friday 6 October 

during the 9.15am Mass at St Michael’s  

and the 9.30am Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY FOR A CUPPA! 

 

Our next morning tea hosted by the Alpha team will be 

SUNDAY 8th October after 10am mass. 

 

It’s a great way to connect and get to know each other, 

especially if you’re new to our community.  Morning tea will 

be served at the side entrance of the church.  

 

No cost involved. No need to RSVP.  ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

Can I help too? Yes, you can! ☺ 

Click  here OR email Emma Baker at 

alphateam2153@gmail.com 

mailto:humeliving35@gmail.com
mailto:Humeliving35@gmail.com
mailto:enquiries@catholiccarewsbm.org.au
mailto:enquiries@catholiccarewsbm.org.au
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48A9AB2AAAFFC52-44743937-morning
mailto:alphateam2153@gmail.com


Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Fri:  9.30am (No Wed or Thu Masses until further notice) 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those 
for whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently deceased:  
Judy Chie, Sam Radanovich, Joyce James, 

Caroline Franco 

 

Anniversaries:  
Keith Gray, Josephine Govindammal,  

John Salloum, Shirley Simmons,  

Aileen Pankhurst, Mario Dator,  

Shiranee Lokuge 

 

Sick: 
Pearl Dequena, Angeli Malonzo,  

Greg Hopwood, Tony Maroun, Trent Styles, 

Garry Eldersley, Katherine Izzo,  

Tony Biddle, Joey & Noah, Cathy Vella, 

Nicholas Tadros, Mimi Yeung, Judy Poon, 

Baby Carter McGhie, Kong Su Chong, 

Jamal Kairouz, Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, 

Debra Price, Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, 

Cynthia Gomes, Salma Lattouf,  

Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs, Jacinta Hollins, 

Joe Maroun, Florgina Henry,  

Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid, 

Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,  

Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM 

Mass  

Times 
LECTORS 

 01 OCTOBER 2023 

LECTORS 

 08 OCTOBER 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, 

M. Dsouza 
G. Dequena, P. Eustace, F. Ritky 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, V. Vella 

M. Cameron, C. Worthington, 

G. Machado 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique J. Van Gend, M. Reefman 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 

S. Stagnitta, R. Santos,  

D. Mascarenhas 
M. Moloney, M. Moloney, S. Turner 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 01 OCTOBER 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 08 OCTOBER 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

G. Rodrigues, A. Mascari,  

L. Domanillo, R. Gosper 

K. McElduff, D. Rodrigues, L. Karam, 

E. Riches 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

B. Boguradzki, M. Palmer-Burton, 

M. Cameron, B. Smith 

T. Barnes, M. Palmer-Burton, 

S. Espiritu, C. Harding 

Sunday 

10.00 am 

D. Warren, M. Ignacz, S. Malinis, 

C. Vella 
J. Banayos, D. Warren, C. Malinis 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, A. Hay, S. Stagnitta P. Finnerty, E. Lee, R. Borg 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  24.09.23 WEEK BEGINNING  08.10.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 01.10.23  :   

Team 5:  P. Waite 

Counters 08.10.23  :   

Team 6 :  K. Cope 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 07.10.23 : 

M. Mifsud, R. O’Donnell 

Saturday 14.10.23 : 

D. Maglalang, N. Fernando 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 07th/08th October 2023 -  Masses:       Sat    5:30pm:    M. Dsouza 

Sun    8am:     M. Donnelly        10am:     M. Ezzy           6pm:    Y/T Menezes 

mailto:admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
mailto:olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au
http://www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au

