
Parish of Baulkham Hills 
St Michael’s Church 

 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 30th July 2023 

PARISH NOTES 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

PROJECT 24 – RENOVATING 
OLD ST MICHAEL’S 
As we consider this project, 
we hope that many  of our 
more senior parishioners will 
tell some wonderful stories 
about the old St Michael’s 

Church which was in use until 1980. Please take time to 
write these stories for our parish archives. 
 

We would also like to thank those who have donated 
towards the appeal. As of Friday morning, our total 
stands at $10,184.50. 
 

Donations may be made via EFT to the following: 
 

BSB  067950 
Acct No  100005310 
Acct Name St Michael’s Reno 

 

Please advise transfer details (amount, name  and date) 
to admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au, so we can keep 
a record of donations. 
 

Thank you so much to all who are making this possible. 
 

Fr Wim 
 
FR JESSIE ON LEAVE AND NO WEDNESDAY OR 
THURSDAY MASSES AT OLOL FROM JULY 19 
Fr Jessie is on leave till Sunday 25 August. As a result, 
there will be no Wednesday or Thursday Masses at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church until further notice. Friday and 
weekend Masses will continue as usual. 
 
This weekend we once again welcome Monsignor Ron 
McFarlane who will celebrate the two Masses at Our Lady 
of Lourdes and Fr Kevin Walsh who will celebrate the 
Sunday night Mass. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION AND HOLY HOUR – 4th August 
@ 7.30pm 
The Parish has commenced a regular Holy Hour on the 
First Friday of each month, from 7.30pm to 8.30pm at St 
Michael’s. The hour will involve reflections, prayers, 
songs and conclude with Benediction at 8.30pm. All are 
welcome to come this First Friday of August, the 4th at 
7.30pm. 

DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS 

Applications close Monday, 31 July, if you wish to be 

considered as a Synod Member. Criteria for possible 

membership and registration form are on the Diocese of 

Parramatta website, viz. synod2023_membership - 

Diocese of Parramatta (parracatholic.org) 

 

You also have until Monday evening to provide your own 

input or submission to the Synod, individually or as a 

group, via the link https://parracatholic.org/

synod_getinvolved/ 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION 

PROGRAM 

The Parish program for the Sacrament of Penance and 

Reconciliation has started with over 250 children and 

their families taking part. Please pray for all these 

children and their parents. 

 

MASS LINK FOR THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 

The Mass link for this Saturday at 6pm for the Sixteenth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A and available on 

YOUTUBE after that https://youtube.com/live/

yx3WK5sahBY. Please copy the link into browser if it does 

not immediately work. 

 

Mass is live streamed on Saturday evening at 6pm from 

Our Lady of Lourdes, and available for viewing afterwards 

via the link. We are also using FACEBOOK links via the 

Parish of Baulkham Hills FACEBOOK page.  

 

FOLLOW OUR WORLD YOUTH DAY PILGRIMAGE FROM 

HOME!  

170 young people from Western Sydney and the Blue 

Mountains (Including parishioners Sean Turner and 

Nisarg Prasad) are now enjoying their World Youth Day 

trip for an experience of a lifetime. This week they’ve 

been to Paris and Lourdes; Avila, Loyola and Santiago di 

Compostela and Fatima lie ahead, before the WYD in 

Lisbon. You are invited to follow along from home. We 

will be posting videos, photos and articles throughout the 

trip, so you can see and hear what our pilgrims are 

experiencing.  

 

Sign up today by visiting catholicoutlook.info/

WYD23News.  
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW – 

PART 3 

With no audiences being held at the Vatican during July, 

we’ve started with an Introduction to the Gospel of 

Matthew, taken from the United States Catholic Bishops’ 

website. 

 

Last week’s topic dealt with a general introduction and 

structure of Matthew’s Gospel. The text can be found via 

this link on the Parish website - Bulletin Archive for 

20230714 and scroll. 

 

LITURGICAL FORMATION COURSE – have you registered 

yet? 

Another Liturgical Ministry Formation Course starts 

on Monday 4th September at the Bede Heather Centre, 

Marion St, Blacktown.  

 

We would like you to take on the  ministry of reader, 

extraordinary minister of holy Communion, or ministry at 

the altar, in the Parish of Baulkham Hills, and  this is the 

link for the registration form.  This formation course for 

you and all ministries are open to both women and men.  

 

Copies of the registration form are also available in the 

foyer. 

 

We are in desperate need for all these ministries at both 

Churches.  

 

MET WORSHIP RCIA TEAMS FORMATION SEMINARS: 

BEGINNING 3 AUGUST   

MET Worship’s Formation Seminar for RCIA Teams will be 

commencing on Thursday 3 August throughout August 

from 7pm to 9pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 

Blacktown. New topics will be covered each week 

throughout the Seminar including Using Rituals, 

Mystagogia and more! To RSVP and to learn more about 

the seminar topics, please contact 

mary.gale@parracatholic.org or call 0460 037 795. 

 

MET MARRIAGE RETROUVAILLE PROGRAM 

INFORMATION SESSION: 25 AUGUST    

The Diocese of Parramatta aims to offer the Retrouvaille 

program for couples who are having difficulties in their 

marriage. We are looking for married couples who are 

committed to helping others heal their marriage 

relationships. You will be trained to facilitate this 

program. An information evening will be held on 25 

August at 7.30pm at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 

Blacktown. Contact Karin on (02) 8838 3460 or register at 

marriage@parracatholic.org 

DIOCESAN ADULT CONFIRMATION: 5 SEPTEMBER  
Adult Confirmation 2023 will be held on Tuesday 5 
September at 7:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral with the 
Catechesis and Formation Day to be held on Saturday 2 
September at 9:30am – 2pm at the Bede Heather Centre, 
Blacktown (formerly known as the IFM).  
 
Adult Confirmation is a community celebration for those 
who have reached the age of 16 years and have received 
both the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist but are yet 
to receive the Confirmation. If you would like more 
information, please contact the Office for Worship on 
0460 037 795 or hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org. 
 
THE DECEASED 
Please also remember those for whom prayers have been 
requested, especially for: 
 
Recently deceased: Cecilia Cramer, Morna Faehrmann 

 
Anniversaries: Maria Stagnitta, Norma McGettigan, 
Margaret Flood, Jacob Lukose, Devassy Pallipptt,  
Michael Hitti, Youssef Alam  
 
Fr Wim 
 
 
 
SUPPORT DONATIONS 
 
We really appreciate your continued support.  To assist 
with the proper recording for the second collection, 
please include your envelope number if you have one. 
 
For EFT to the First Collection - supporting the priests 
 BSB 067 950  
 Account No 000004265  
 Account Name Diocesan Clergy  
 Reference 6001 your name 
 
For EFT to the second (envelope and loose) Collection – 
for support of the Parish,  
 BSB 067 950  
 Account No 000000214 
 Account Name St Michael’s Baulkham Hills  
 Reference Envelope Number or Your Name 
 
For EFT to the Old St Michael’s Church Renovation 
 BSB 067 950 
 Acct No 100005310 
 Acct Name Old St Michael’s Reno 
 Reference Your name and please email details to 
admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 
 
If you wish to pay by credit card, please use this link 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/
stmichaelsparishbaulkhamhills 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE  
GOSPEL OF MATTHEW – PART 3 

To view the whole article, click on this link https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/0 

Books 4 and 5 

In the narrative that constitutes the first part of the 
fourth book of the gospel (Mt 13:54–17:27), Jesus is 
shown preparing for the establishment of his church 
with its teaching authority that will supplant the blind 
guidance of the Pharisees (Mt 15:13–14), whose 
teaching, curiously said to be that of the Sadducees 
also, is repudiated by Jesus as the norm for his 
disciples (Mt 16:6, 11–12). The church of Jesus will be 
built on Peter (Mt 16:18), who will be given authority 
to bind and loose on earth, an authority whose 
exercise will be confirmed in heaven (Mt 16:19). The 
metaphor of binding and loosing has a variety of 
meanings, among them that of giving authoritative 
teaching. This promise is made to Peter directly after 
he has confessed Jesus to be the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God (Mt 16:16), a confession that he has 
made as the result of revelation given to him by the 
heavenly Father (Mt 16:17); Matthew’s ecclesiology is 
based on his high Christology. 

Directly after that confession Jesus begins to instruct 
his disciples about how he must go the way of 
suffering and death (Mt 16:21). Peter, who has been 
praised for his confession, protests against this and 
receives from Jesus the sharpest of rebukes for 
attempting to deflect Jesus from his God-appointed 
destiny. The future rock upon whom the church will be 
built is still a man of “little faith” (see Mt 14:31). Both 
he and the other disciples must know not only that 
Jesus will have to suffer and die but that they too will 
have to follow him on the way of the cross if they are 
truly to be his disciples (Mt 16:24–25). 

The discourse following this narrative (Mt 18:1–35) is 
often called the “church order” discourse, although 
that title is perhaps misleading since the emphasis is 
not on the structure of the church but on the care that 
the disciples must have for one another in respect to 
guarding each other’s faith in Jesus (Mt 18:6–7), to 
seeking out those who have wandered from the fold 
(Mt 18:10–14), and to repeated forgiving of their 
fellow disciples who have offended them (Mt 18:21–
35). But there is also the obligation to correct the 
sinful fellow Christian and, should one refuse to be 
corrected, separation from the community is 
demanded (Mt 18:15–18). 

The narrative of the fifth book (Mt 19:1–23:39) begins 
with the departure of Jesus and his disciples from 
Galilee for Jerusalem. In the course of their journey 

Jesus for the third time predicts the passion that 
awaits him at Jerusalem and also his resurrection (Mt 
20:17–19). At his entrance into the city he is hailed as 
the Son of David by the crowds accompanying him (Mt 
21:9). He cleanses the temple (Mt 21:12–17), and in 
the few days of his Jerusalem ministry he engages in a 
series of controversies with the Jewish religious 
leaders (Mt 21:23–27; 22:15–22, 23–33, 34–40, 41–
46), meanwhile speaking parables against them (Mt 
21:28–32, 33–46), against all those Israelites who have 
rejected God’s invitation to the messianic banquet (Mt 
22:1–10), and against all, Jew and Gentile, who have 
accepted but have shown themselves unworthy of it 
(Mt 22:11–14). Once again, the perspective of the 
evangelist includes not only the time of Jesus’ ministry 
but that of the preaching of the gospel after his 
resurrection. The narrative culminates in Jesus’ 
denunciation of the scribes and Pharisees, reflecting 
not only his own opposition to them but that of 
Matthew’s church (Mt 23:1–36), and in Jesus’ lament 
over Jerusalem (Mt 23:37–39). 

In the discourse of the fifth book (Mt 24:1–25:46), the 
last of the great structural discourses of the gospel, 
Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple and his 
own final coming. The time of the latter is unknown 
(Mt 24:36, 44), and the disciples are exhorted in 
various parables to live in readiness for it, a readiness 
that entails faithful attention to the duties of the 
interim period (Mt 24:45–25:30). The coming of Jesus 
will bring with it the great judgment by which the 
everlasting destiny of all will be determined (Mt 25:31
–46). 

Next week – Matthew and the Passion and 
Resurrection of Jesus 
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 

God is in his holy place, God who unites those who 

dwell in his house; he himself gives might and 

strength to his people.  

 

First Reading 1 Kgs 35, 7-12 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and 

said, ‘Ask what you would like me to give you.’ 

Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made 

your servant king in succession to David my father. 

But I am a very young man, unskilled in leadership. 

Your servant finds himself in the midst of this 

people of yours that you have chosen, a people so 

many its numbers cannot be counted or reckoned. 

Give your servant a heart to understand how to 

discern between good and evil, for who could 

govern this people of yours that is so great?’ It 

pleased the Lord that Solomon should have asked 

for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord 

said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or 

riches or the lives of your enemies, but have asked 

for a discerning judgement for yourself, here and 

now I do what you ask. I give you a heart wise and 

shrewd as none before you has had and none will 

have after you.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R) Lord, I love your commands.  

1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord,  is to obey 

your word. The law from your mouth means 

more to me than silver and gold.   (R.) 

2. Let your love be ready to console me by your 

promise to your servant. Let your love come to 

me and I shall live for your law is my delight.     

(R.) 

3. That is why I love your commands more than 

finest gold. That is why I rule my life by your 

precepts: I hate false ways.   (R.) 

4. Your will is wonderful indeed; therefore I obey 

it. The unfolding of your word gives light and 

teaches the simple.   (R.) 

 

Second Reading Rom 8:28-30 

We know that by turning everything to their good 

God co-operates with all those who love him, with 

all those that he has called according to his 

purpose. They are the ones he chose specially long 

ago and intended to become true images of his 

Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of many 

brothers. He called those he intended for this; 

those he called he justified, and with those he 

justified he shared his glory.  

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of 

the kingdom.  

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Mt 13:44-52 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven 

is like treasure hidden in a field which someone 

has found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells 

everything he owns and buys the field. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 

looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great 

value he goes and sells everything he owns and 

buys it. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet 

cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. 

When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, 

sitting down, they collect the good ones in a basket 

and throw away those that are no use. This is how 

it will be at the end of time: the angels will appear 

and separate the wicked from the just to throw 

them into the blazing furnace where there will be 

weeping and grinding of teeth. 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ 

And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who 

becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is 

like a householder who brings out from his 

storeroom things both new and old.’   

 

Communion Antiphon 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his 

benefits. 

 

Next Sunday:  

The Transfiguration of the Lord 

Dan 7:9-10, 13-14; 2 Pet 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9  



SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

The full Gospel for today features the final three parables 
in Matthew 13, together with a concluding summary (vv. 
51-52). Once again, there is much to be said, as the 
Lectionary allows, for taking simply the two short 
parables, that of the Treasure in the Field (v. 44) and the 
Pearl of Great Value (vv. 45-46).  
 
Seeing them as a pair allows a common pattern to 
emerge. Two persons from very different situations (a day 
labourer? a merchant with professional expertise?) both 
come upon something which they dearly desire to 
possess. For both, however, immediate possession is not 
possible. There is a time gap between finding and 
possessing. Both have to sell all they have in order to 
finally obtain (‘buy’) what they so desire. But the mere 
sight of what they dearly long for so relativises the value 
of everything else as to render them free to make the 
sacrifice with joy.  
 
The parables are essentially descriptive. They are not 
about what one ‘ought’ to do; they simply describe what 
happens in the life of people who have caught a glimpse 
of the kingdom. While not yet within their grasp, it is 
already bringing joy, freedom and hope to human lives.  
 
The outstanding historical example of such 
transformation would be St Francis of Assisi. His 
commitment to radical poverty did not come to him as a 
hard moral demand. It flowed in complete freedom from 
the ‘treasure’ of divine love that he had come upon in 
such high degree.  
 
The two brief parables encapsulate the essence of 
Christian spirituality. Christian life requires a measure of 
detachment. It requires freedom from being completely 
absorbed and immersed in the attractions, pleasures and 
concerns of thes world – not because these are bad in 
themselves but because we have been ‘captured’ by a 
sense of God’s love and God’s future for us that 
relativises all these things and puts them in their place. 
We do not yet possess the treasure but the prospect of it, 
unseen but grasped in faith, is already working 
transformation.   
 
The First Reading, 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12, comes in here in the 
sense that what Solomon prayed for – and received – was 
a discerning heart, a heart that, amid all the wealth and 
opportunity with which he was surrounded, could tell 
what was of true and lasting value.   
 
The parable of the Dragnet in itself  (vv. 47-48; that is, 
less the negative interpretation about the ‘end of 
time’ [vv. 49-50]), aptly holds together two further truths 
about the kingdom: God’s grace is a great ‘net’ thrown 

over all – good and bad alike; you don’t have to be good 
to be grasped by the kingdom. Once grasped, however, 
conversion is required: those who do not over time 
respond positively to God’s generosity will find 
themselves cast out.   
 
To this simple but most effective image the Matthean 
community, perhaps in its concern for growing laxity, has 
added a warning that focuses simply upon the negative in 
tones heavily imbued with Jewish apocalyptic 
eschatology. It would be a pity to let the warning entirely 
‘swamp’ the original parable. Without some caution 
against taking such imagery literally, inevitably all 
attention will focus upon the negative warning to the 
detriment of the image of God and God’s action Jesus 
seeks to promote.  
 
The concluding statement about the scribe ‘discipled for 
the kingdom of heaven’ (v. 52) is often regarded, with 
some justification, as a ‘cameo’ description of the 
Evangelist himself within the narrative. Note how ‘new’ 
comes before ‘old’ in the things brought out of the 
storeroom: what has come about in Christ transforms 
older ways of seeing.  
 
The short Second Reading, Romans 8:28-30, conveys 
Paul’s case for hope deriving from his belief that we 
(believers) are all caught up within an inexorably 
unfolding divine plan that is already well under way. The 
goal of this plan is that human beings become images of 
the risen Christ, who is himself the image of God (2 Cor 
4:4; Col 1:15). This will occur when believers fully share 
his risen life through their own resurrection (Rom 8:9-11). 
At that time, Christ will not only be the unique Son of 
God, but the ‘eldest’ of many brothers (and sisters) within 
the one family of God. 

From LiturgyHelp 



Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field…

The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 

pearls…The kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into 

the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds…Have you 

understood all this? They said: ‘Yes.’”     Matthew 13: 44-46 

 

Nobody knows who exactly was the 

person who compiled and presented 

what we now label as The Gospel of 

Matthew. What we do know from 

Scripture scholars is that Matthew’s 

Gospel relies heavily on The Gospel of 

Mark. For the sake of convenience, we 

refer to the author of most of the gospel-readings of this 

year as Matthew, who was apparently the leader of an 

emerging group of “Jewish Christians”. They were Jews who 

were faithful to synagogue worship and Jewish cultural 

practice but who also accepted Jesus as the Messiah and 

the message he lived and proclaimed. That meant that they 

were not high on the popularity list with the traditional Jews 

of their day. 

 

For the last three weeks, we have heard seven parables in 

succession about what Matthew called “the kingdom of 

heaven”. Mark, in his Gospel called it the “Kingdom of God”. 

Being a Jewish teacher from a traditional background and 

steeped in the Law and the Prophets, Matthew was hesitant 

to refer to God by name. So, he substituted “heaven’ for 

“God”. Having described how Jesus had presented seven 

parables in quick succession, explaining some to his 

disciples, Matthew concluded with a humorous comment 

about the slow-wittedness of those disciples. He had Jesus 

put to them the question: “Have you understood all this?” 

Their response was an unhesitating “Yes!” That same 

question is put to you and me. If I were to proffer a “Yes”, I 

would have to plead guilty to fudging. But we also know that 

Jesus’ disciples demonstrated that they were slow on the 

uptake whenever Jesus tried to explain anything to them. 

 

Matthew concluded this thirteenth chapter of his Gospel 

with a snippet of self-revelation: “Well then”, he said to 

them, “every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom 

of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his 

storeroom things both new and old.” In attributing this 

comment to Jesus, Matthew was also indirectly identifying 

himself as the scribe who had compiled this whole Gospel. 

Matthew was, in fact, a man whose professional expertise 

was that of a scribe  -  a man with a knowledge of the Law 

and the Prophets but one who was also committed to 

proclaiming that Jesus had ushered in a new way of living 

that called for a complete change of mind and heart, a way 

of living in accord with the values of God, a way of living 

neatly summarised by the caption “the kingdom of God” or 

“the kingdom of heaven”. Matthew had given a prelude to 

that as early as chapter four in his Gospel where he 

described Jesus, after emerging from his wilderness 

experience, as launching into the public forum and 

preaching: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 

hand” (Matthew 4: 17). He was piggy-backing on the work of 

the Baptist, who had already called people to repentance, 

conversion of heart, metanoia (turning one’s life upside 

down): “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand” (Matthew 3: 2). 

 

Jesus’ entire mission was about opening the minds and 

hearts of people to the realisation that God is present in the 

here and now, in everyone we encounter, in all our 

interpersonal engagements, in the created world, in 

everything we experience, even in the challenges that life 

serves up to us. We don’t have to do anything to make God 

present. All we need do is to be present to God present in 

everyone and everything we encounter. By doing that, we 

learn to live and practice mercy, kindness, compassion, 

tolerance, encouragement, all the values of God. 

 

Parables are not the stuff of textbooks; they don’t contribute 

to our store of knowledge. They are teaching tools used by 

Jesus, and by other teachers, to get us to ponder and 

explore the experiences of our lives. Aesop, for example, 

centuries later created fables to help us to do something 

similar. Were we, for instance, to stumble on something 

unexpectedly that we quickly realised was a treasure that 

would really transform our lives, why wouldn’t we sell all we 

have to get it?  The kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of God 

has the status of treasure. Our faith in Jesus is a treasure 

we have to share, a treasure we have to nourish our lives 

and the lives of others. It is not the religious knowledge we 

accumulated over years of catholic-school education. 

Through his Gospel, Matthew sensitised his community to 

the message that Jesus proclaimed: that God was present to 

them and working in their lives through their everyday 

experiences. That’s the stuff of faith! From his storehouse 

he also shaped reminders for them that God had already 

worked in the lives of their ancestors through national 

experiences like their being freed from slavery in Egypt and 

their decades of wandering in the desert. God was present 

in those experiences, too. 

 

Today’s other readings from Wisdom and Romans echo the 

message from the gospel-reading. We learn from the first 

reading that the wisdom that was synonymous with the 

name Solomon had its source in God and was used by 

Solomon for the benefit of the people he was privileged to 

lead. It had a truly social dimension which was appreciated 

by the man whom God had entrusted with it: “Here I am 

among the people you (God) have chosen to be your own, a 

people who are so many that they cannot be counted” (1 

Kings 3: 8). Were we to realise that the faith with which we 

have been blessed is shared by countless Christians the 

world over, we would be slow to judge others or to be intent 

on wanting to sort the “weeds” from the “wheat”. 

 

Then, in today’s second reading from Romans, Paul reminds 

us of God, ever present to us in all our experiences: “And we 

know that all things work together for good to those who 

love God” (Romans 8: 28). When we allow our lives to be 

turned upside down by the values of the kingdom of God, we 

become a power for good in the lives of those among whom 

we live and work. The consequence of that is that we, in 

turn, grow and flourish.  

 

Matthew brought out of his storehouse of experience things 

old and new. I suspect that some of the comments about 

the final judgement which he attributes to Jesus belong 

more to Matthew, the traditional scribe.  Jesus’ 

understanding of God’s compassionate way of dealing with 

people in their human frailty was so prominent in his 

teaching, preaching and healing that he had little interest in 

threatening anyone with everlasting hell-fire and 

punishment. There are some things in a scribe’s storehouse 

that are better discarded than stored.  

Julian McDonald cfc.AO 



 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
 

 Alice Dempsey 
 Alessio Gamberoni 
 Rome Mauceri 
 Luna Millett 
 Lola Szady 

 
who were baptised at St. Michael’s Church last week 

 
We pray that their faith may be an important and  

integral part of their life. 

Our Week 
 

Monday 31 July 

Memorial - St Ignatius 

 

Tuesday 1 August 

Memorial - St Alphonsus Liguori 

 

Thursday 3 August 

Memorial - St Dominic 

 

Friday 4 August 

Memorial - St John Vianney 

CATHOLICISM SERIES 
 

Meeting in the Crying Room at St Michael’s 

Church after 9.15am Mass.  
 

The Program is “Catholicism: A Journey to the 

Heart of the Faith” by Bishop Robert Barron 
 

Contact:  Barbara Stenning 0466 608 400 

 Anne Sullivan 0424 961 739 

 

 

 
 

Become a Catechist,  

 

A Special Religious Education teacher! 

Required Wednesday mornings 
 

What is an SRE or Catechist? 

 

Special Religious Educators (SREs) also known as Catechists 

are parish volunteers who: 

• Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of their 

parish who attend government schools. 

• Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with young 

people. 

• Have an hour per week to prepare and share their time 

and talents with young people. 

• Are people who respond to the central mission of the 

Church to make Jesus known and loved. 

 

In this parish Special Religious Educators, SREs (previously 

known as Catechists) go into 4 state primary schools, in 

school hours. New volunteer SREs will be given support, 

training, authorised teaching materials and will start as a 

classroom helper. 

 

To register your interest or make further enquiries visit or call 

Alain Vella 0406 103 010 or email humeliving35@gmail.com  

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION 
Eucharistic Adoration will take place at   

St Michael’s Church every first Friday of the 

month from 7:30 to 8:30pm.  
 

All are welcome! 
 

The next event is on Friday 4 August 

First Friday Morning Tea at  

St Michael’s! 
 

There will  be a cup of tea in the Downey 

Room after morning Mass on Friday 4 

August.  
 

All are welcome!  

 

Anointing of the seriously sick 
 

Will take place on Friday 4 August 

during the 9.15am Mass at St Michael’s  

and the 9.30am Mass at  

Our Lady of Lourdes 

TOONGABBIE LEGAL CENTRE 

RAFFLE TICKETS FUNDRAISING -  

WEEKEND 12/13 AUGUST 2023 
 

Toongabbie Legal Centre Inc is an unfunded not-for-profit 

community legal centre functioning from the Hall at  

St Anthony’s Catholic Church, starting from 13 October 2007. 

The free legal service is run by a group of volunteers. We have 

assisted over 12,000 clients during the l5 years we have been 

servicing the community.  

 

Each year we sell raffle tickets $2 each a book of ten tickets is 

$20 to raise funds to support the service. We also have a few 

merchandise for sale. 
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Parish of Baulkham Hills 

 

Parish of Baulkham Hills 
CURRENT LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  5.30pm 

Sunday: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm 

Mon - Fri:  9.15am  Sat: 9.00am   

  

ROSARY: Mon - Fri 8.50am, Sat 8.45am 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Tuesday 9.45am - 10.45am 
  

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 9.30am - 10.30am, 4.45 - 5.15pm 

 
 OUR LADY OF LOURDES WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  6.00pm 

Sunday: 9.30am, 11.30am (Korean) 

Fri:  9.30am (No Wed or Thu Masses until further notice) 
  

ADORATION OF BLESSED EUCHARIST 

Friday 8.50am prior to 9.30am Mass 
  

RECONCILIATION   

Saturday 5.00 - 5.30pm 
 

BAPTISMS and MARRIAGES (by appointment only) 

Please contact the appropriate Parish Office 

 
 KOREAN CHAPLAINCY  

1 Canyon Road, Baulkham Hills NSW 2153 

Chaplain Fr. Pio Yong Ho Jang 

Secretary Rita Ryou  

PARISH STAFF 
  

 

Parish Priest Father Wim Hoekstra  

Assistant Priest Father Jessie Balorio 

Assistant Deacons  Deacon Roque Dias   

Youth Ministry Kimberley Almeida 

 
 St Michael's Parish Centre   (02) 9639 0598 

      Monday to Friday    8.30am to 4.30pm 

      Office Administrator  Monica O’Callaghan 

      Assistant Secretary Betty Cheung  
 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Centre (02) 9639 8385 

      Mon/Tues 1.30pm - 4.30pm; Wed-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 

      Secretary   Louise Ryall  
 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
 

1 Chapel Lane, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

PO Box 702, Baulkham Hills 1755  

Email: admin@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au  

 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 
 

1 Canyon Rd, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 

Email:  olol@parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

Homepage:  www.parishofbaulkhamhills.org.au 

 
 
 
 

In your mercy, please remember those for 
whom prayers have been asked 

 
Recently deceased:  

Cecilia Cramer, Morna Faehrmann 

 

Anniversaries:  

Maria Stagnitta, Norma McGettigan, 

Margaret Flood, Jacob Lukose,  

Devassy Pallippatt, Michael Hitti,  

Youssef Alam 

 

Sick: 

Garry Eldersley, Katherine Izzo, Trent Styles, 

Fr Tony Biddle, Judith Chie, Joey & Noah, 

Nicholas Tadros, Baby Carter McGhie,  

Mimi Yeung, Cathy Vella, Kong Su Chong, 

Judy Poon, Jamal Kairouz, Ocean Dumlao,  

Bridgette & Gabriella Boldt, Debra Price, 

Mary Burns, Marie Bolton, Cynthia Gomes, 

Salma Lattouf, Jane Gibson, Frank Jacobs, 

Jacinta Hollins, Joe Maroun, Florgina Henry, 

Richard Miranda, Joseph MacDermid, 

Catherine Hemmings, Baby William Merhi,  

Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM 

Mass Times 
LECT0RS THIS WEEK 

30 JULY 2023  

LECT0RS NEXT WEEK 

06 AUGUST 2023  

Saturday 

5.30 pm 
E. Riches, P. Sladen, C. Vella 

R. Gosper, R. Robb, M. Boldt, 

M. D’Souza 

Sunday  

8.00 am 
A. Mendes, N. D’Lima, J. Kerr D. Ison, M. Palmer-Burton, V. Vella 

Sunday  

10.00 am 
C. Burton, A. Mantaring, S. Mantaring S. Butler, T. Dwyer, T. Reodique 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, G. Tamayo, R. Borg S. Stagnitta, R. Santos, D. Mascarenhas 

Mass 

Times 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 30 JULY 2023 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

 06 AUGUST 2023 

Saturday 

5.30 pm 

K. KcElduff, R. Gosper, A. Mascari, 

W. Ng 
G. Rodrigues, D. Rodrigues, R. Gosper 

Sunday  

8.00 am 

T. Barnes, M. Cameron, P & M Zammit, 

R. McGuiness 
B. Boguradzki, A. Lockwood, B. Smith 

Sunday 

10.00 am 

D. Warren, C. Malinis, S. Malinis, 

C. Vella 
J. Banayos, S. Malinis, N. Redden 

Sunday  

6.00 pm 
N. Redden, R. Santos, R. Borg 

J. Macey, R. Macey, L. De La Cruz, 

S. Haskins 

ROSTERS: WEEK BEGINNING  30.07.23 WEEK BEGINNING  06.08.23 

COUNTERS  
Counters 30.07.23  :   

Team 4 :  J. Gorman 

Counters 06.08.23  :   

Team 5 :  P. Waite 

FLOWER 

MINISTRY 

Saturday 05.08.23 : 

M. Mifsud, R. O’Donnell 

Saturday 12.08.23 : 

D. Maglalang, N. Fernando 

PROJECTOR  
Weekend 05th/06th August 2023 -  Masses:          Sat    5:30pm:    A. D’Souza 

Sun    8am:      D. Grech         10am:      M. Almeida              6pm:    A. Saker 
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